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THE 

PREFACE. 

&MMK  E  have  taken  the  earlieft  opportunity  that 
Q  W  S  a  judicious  infpedtion,  and  mature  con- 
IgJgQQQGg  fideration  of  events  could  give  us,  of 
prefenting  to  the  public,  A  compleat  His- 
tory of  the  late  War,  not lefs  important  than, 
we  hope,  ufeful  and  correct,  written  v/ith  an  im- 
partiality which  mould  be  the  guide  of  every  hiflo- 
rian,  and  from  which  we  have  not  deviated  through 
national  affection. 

We  have  taken  up  our  History  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  and  have  beftowed  all  the  pains 
upon  it,  fo  intereflinga  fubjecl  requires,  which,  how- 
ever, we  mull  acknowledge,  deferves  much  more 
fkilful  workmen.  None  was  ever  more  formed  to 
excite  curiofity,  from  the  importance  of  events,  the 
dignity  of  the  perfons  engaged,  the  greatnefs  of  the 
actions  performed,  and  the  amazing  revolutions  of 
fortune;  for  the  Reader  will  here  find  the  fcattered 
accounts  of  this  war,  which  has  been  carried  on  in 
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the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  united  in   one  con- 
nected narrative,  and  continued  to  the  peace. 

To  effect  this  from  the  materials  that  offered,  has 
been  a  work  of  more  labour,  than  may  at  firft  ap- 
pear; and  to  render  thefe  tranfactions  (which  have 
not  been  lefs  our  amazement,  than  the  world's  in 
general)  the  more  confpicuous  and  clear,  we  have 
added,  in  Notes,  the  accounts  tranfmitted  from  the 
commanders  of  our  fleets  and  armies,  and  publifhed 
by  authority,  when  fads  were  recent,  and  the  imme- 
diate object  of  univerfal  attention. Thefe  will  illuftrate 
and  confirm  the  Hiftory;  and  our  Readers  muft 
be  pleafed  to  fee  fo  many  curious  and  important 
pieces,  which,  while  they  give  the  clearer!  evidence, 
fupport  the  national  character  to  future  ages.  In 
many  places  we  find  them  filled  with  the  actions  of 
inferior  officers,  which,  with  lefs  care  in  their  fupe- 
riors,  would  have  been  loft  in  the  multiplicity  of 
events :  This  care,  not  lefs  commendable  than  ufe- 
ful,  will  excite  officers  to  feize  every  opportunity  of 
immortalizing  their  fame,  and  doing  honour  to  their 
refpective  corps.  Some  of  thefe  letters  muft  be  ufe- 
ful  in  forming  the  young  foldier,  as  they  are  very 
exprefllve  of  that  character,  pointing  out  the  care, 
circumfpection,  anxiety,  and  perfeverance  to  form 
a  Wolfe,  or  a  Granby. 
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CHAP.    I. 

Origin  of  the  troubles  in  North  America.  Admiral  Bof 
cawen  and  General  Braddock  fent  thither.  Operations 
intended.  Two  French  men  of  war  taken.  Braddock 
defeated.  Gen.  Johnfon  repulfes  the  French.  French 
threaten  an  invafion.  Fort  St.  Philip  befieged  and  taken. 
Treaty  with  RnJJta,  the  fpirit  of  it.  Alliance  with  the. 
King  of  Pruffia.  Ground  of  the  quarrel  between  her  Im- 
perial Majefly  and  that  Monarch.  Treaty  of  Peterfbourg. 
Treaty  of  Verf allies.  King  of  Pruffia  enters  Saxony  and 
Bohemia.    Battle  of  Lowofitz.      Saxon  army  furrenders. 

TH  E  original  plan  of  this  work  propofed  no  more 
than,  that  each  volume  mould  contain  a  narra- 
tive of  thofe  events  which  diftinguifh  its  owtj 
Year.  But,  becaufe  we  have  entered  upon  our 
undertaking  in  the  heat  of  an  almoft  general  and  very  im- 
portant war,  I  thought -it  would  not  be  unneceflary  or 
difagreeable  to  look  a  little*  farther  back.  It  would  be 
difficult,  perfectly  to  underfland  the  operations  of  the 
jeveral  powers  at  war,  without  reviewing  the  tran- 
fa£tions  of  the  preceding  years ;    nor  would  it  4i£  eafy 
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to  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  thefe,  without  examining 
the  caufes  which  more  nearly  or  remotely  operated  to 
produce  thofe  troubles  that  have  involved  fo  many  parts  of 
the  world  in  one  common  diffraction. 

The  war  in  which  all  parties  and  interefts  feem  now  to 
be  fo  perfectly  blended,  arofe  from  caufes  which  originally 
had  not  the  leaft  connection  :   the  uncertain  limits  of  the 
Englifh  and  French  territories  in  America  ;  and  the  mutual 
claims  of  the  Houfes  of  Auftria  and  Brandenbourg  on  the 
dutchy  of  Silefia.     It  is  no  wonder  that  the  two  former 
powers  feizing  on  a  country  in  which  they  confidered  the 
right  of  the  natural  inhabitants  as  nothing,  mould  find  it  a 
very  difficult  matter  to  fettle  their  own.     For  a  long  time 
neither  of  thefe  powers  were  fufficiently  acquainted  with 
the  geography  of  America,  to  enable  them  to  afcertain  the 
limits  of  their  feveral  pretentions  with  any  tolerable  exa£t- 
nefs  ;    nor,  indeed,  were  thefe  matters  deemed  of  fuffici- 
ent  moment  to  call  for  a  very  laborious  difcuffion.     At  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  whilft  fo  many  more  important  interefts, 
or  what  then  feemed  more  important,  were  difcufled,  the 
limits  of  Nova  Scotia,  then  called  Acadia,  were  exprefTed 
only  in  general   terms,    and  left   to  be    put  on  a   more 
certain  footing  by  fubfequent   negotiations.     Thefe  nego- 
tiations purfued  with  no  vigour,  and  drawn  out  into  an  ex- 
ceflive  length,  feemed  only  to  encreafe  the  former  confu- 
fion.     After  the  acceflion  of  the  prefent  Royal  Family,  a 
French  connection,    perhaps  neceiTary  from  the  circum- 
stances of  the  time,  and  afterwards  a  certain  negligence  of 
all  affairs  but  thofe  of  our  domeftick  polity,  fuffered  this 
important  point  to  vanifh  almoft  wholly  out  of  our  consi- 
deration.    During  this  interval,  our  colonies  on  the  con- 
tinent of  North  America,   extended  themfelves  on  every 
fide.     Whilft  agriculture  and  the  maritime  commerce  flou- 
rished on  their  coafts,  the  Indian  trade  drew  feveral  of  our 
wandering  dealers  far  into  the  inland  country,  and  beyond 
the  great  mountains.     Here  they  found  themfelves  in  a  de- 
lightful climate,  in  a  foil  abundantly  fruitful,  and  watered 
with  many  fair  and  navigable  rivers.  Thefe  advantages,  join- 
ed to  thofe  of  the  Indian  trade,  appeared  to  compenfate  for 
its  remotenefs  from  the  fea.     It  was  judged,  that  as   the 
firft  fettlers  on  the  coaft,  we  had  a  good  right  to  the  inland 
country;   and,  if  fo,   to  the  navigation  of  the  Miilifippi, 
which  opened  another  door   to  the  ocean.     With  thefe 
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views,  a  company  of  merchants  and  planters,  obtained  a 
charter  for  a  confiderable  tra£t  of  land  near  the  River 
Ohio,  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Alleganey  mountains,  but 
within  the  province  of  Virginia ;  and  the  adventurers  be- 
gan to  fettle  purfuant  to  the  terms  of  their  patent. 

Now  began  to  moot  forth  the  feeds  of  another  difpute, 
which  had  long  lain  unobferved,  but  which  proved  alto- 
gether as  thorny  and  intricate  as  that  concerning  the  limits 
of  Acadia.  The  French  pretending  to  have  firfl  difco- 
vered  the  mouths  of  the  Miffifippi,  claimed  the  whole 
adjacent  country,  towards  New  Mexico  on  the  eaft,  quite 
to  the  Apalachian  or  Alleganey  mountains  on  the  weft. 
They  drove  off  the  new  fettlers,  and  built  a  new  fort  called 
du  Quefne,  on  the  forks  of  the  River  Monongahela,  a 
fituation  which  commanded  the  entrance  into  all  the  coun- 
try on  the  Ohio  and  Miffifippi. 

The  reader  will  obferve,  that  I  do  not  pretend  to  decide 
concerning  the  right  of  either  nation  in  this  conteft.  It  is 
evident  enough,  that  the  confideration  of  the  right  had 
much  lefs  influence  on  both  parties,  than  the  confideration 
of  conveniency.  Should  the  French  be  able  to  unite  Ca- 
nada to  their  colonies  at  the  mouth  of  the  Miffifippi  by  a 
pofleflion  of  all  that  vaft  country  which  lies  between  them, 
the  Englifh  colonies  muft  lofe  all  fhare  in  the  Indian  trade 
in  time  of  peace  ;  and  in  time  of  war  be  expofed  to  conti- 
nual dangers,  or  to  the  ruinoufly  chargeable  defence  of  a 
frontier  more  than  1500  miles  in  length.  If  on  the  con- 
trary, the  French  mould  fail  to  make  good  thefe  claims 
on  the  Ohio,  and  thofe  on  Nova  Scotia,  their  two  colo- 
nies entirely  difunited,  and  the  entrance  into  one  fhut  up- 
for  the  winter  feafon  by  froft,  and  the  entrance  into  the 
other  difficult  in  all  feafons  by  the  banks  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Miffifippi,  mufl  certainly  lofe  all  their  value  to  France, 
and  in  their  fall  involve  much  of  the  fortune  of  their  great 
fettlements  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Both-  nations  being  fully  perfuaded  of  this,  no  longer 
looked  on  the  affair  of  the  Ohio  as  a  matter  of  indifference. 
They  prepared  to  cut  the  gordian  knot  of  the  long  and  in- 
tricate negotiation  by  the  fword.  Ships  were  fitted  out, 
and  fome  troops  filently  fent  off  from  Breft.  General 
Braddock  failed  to  Virginia  with  about  1 500  regular 
troops;  24  men  of  war  under  the  Admirals  Bof-  1755. 
cawen  and  Moftyn  were  ordered  to  America,  to  in- 
tercept the  French  fupplies.  Orders  were  fent  to  our 
B  2  colonies 
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colonies  to  arm  ;  and  three  operations  were  actually  under- 
taken, one  againft  Fort  du  Quefne  under  Braddock ;  the 
oth^r  two  againft  the  French  forts  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
the  fort  of  Ciown  Point  on  the  frontiers  of  New  York. 
The  two  courts  in  the  mean  time  breathed  nothing  but 
peace,  and  exchanged  reciprocal  profeflions  of  friendship 
and  good  will,  which  deceived  neither  party. 

They  who  are  of  opinion  that  the  paflions  and  characters 
of  the  ruling  men  influence  all  public  concerns  as  much  as 
the  public  interefts  themfelves,  thought  they  faw  other 
caufes  operating  to  haften  this  breach.  On  the  death  of 
a  great  Minifter,  which  happened  fome  time  before,  the 
adminiftration  was  new  moulded.  Some  perfons  then  taken 
in,  were  confidered  as  belonging  to  a  party  not  perfectly 
united  with  the  remains  of  the  old  adminiftration.  It  was 
thought,  that  the  leading  man.  of  this  party  propofed  to 
work  out  the  old  fervants  of  the  crown,  in  order  to  make 
way  for  a  more  uniform  fyftem.  As  long  as  peace  fubfifts, 
government  is  fupported  by  itfelf ;  and  any  change  is  dif- 
ikult.  But  the  conduct  of  a  war,  is  a  thing  critical  to  a 
miniftry.  The  leader  of  this  party,  therefore,  confcious  of 
his  own  talents,  which  all  men  acknowledged  to  be  confpi- 
cuous,  and  of  his  connections  which  were  confiderable, 
warmly  puflied  on  a  war,  feconded  by  the  fairnefs  of  the 
public  motives,  and  the  general  voice  of  the  people.  In 
this  war  his  friends  relied  that  things  mure  neceflarily  be  fo 
embarraflfed,  that  the  old  party  would  find  themfelves 
obliged  to  retire,  and  to  leave  the  ftage  clear  for  them  to 
ferve  their  country  according  to  their  own  plans,  and  on 
their  own  terms.  This  defign  was  believed  to  be  pufhed 
forward  by  another  great  man  of  that  party,  who  had  play- 
ed a  game  nearly  of  the  fame  kind  before,  and  in  whom 
an  advanced  age  had  not  abated  any  thing  of  his  natural 
fire  and  love  of  violent  councils. 
*  Things  came   to  a  crifis  by  the  taking  of  two  French 

men  of  war  by  the  Admirals  Bofcawen  and  Mof- 
June  io.    tyn.  The  operations  by  land  were  carried  on  with 

vigour  ;  but  whether  conducted  with  equal  judg- 
ment, we  (land  too  near  the  time  to  decide.     However,  'the 

French  fort  at  Beaufejour  was  taken,  and   foon 
June  1 6.  after  thofe  on  St.  John's  river  were  abandoned  ; 

by  which  we  remained  matters  of  all  Nova  Scotia. 
The  principal  expedition  was  that  againft  Fort  do  Quefne, 

under 
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under  General  Braddock.  That  General  abounding  too 
much  in  his  own  fenfe  for  the  degree  of  military  knowledge 
he  poflefled,  commanding  in  a  country  which  he  did  not 
know,  and  carrying  on  a  fpecies  of  war  in  which  he  had  no 
experience,  fuffered  himfelf,  when  he  had  advanced  within 
10  miles  of  Fort  du  Quefne,  to  be  furprifed  by  an  ambuf- 
cade  of  French  and  Indians.  His  army  was  feiz- 
ed  with  a  panic  from  the  unufual  appearance,  and  July  9. 
horrid  cries  of  the  favages  ;  they  fled  in  confu- 
fion  ;  they  were  totally  defeated  with  a  considerable  (laugh- 
ter, efpecially  of  their  officers.  The  General  himfelf,  after 
having  five  horfes  killed  under  him,  was  mortally  wounded  ; 
wiping  away  all  the  errors  of  his  conduct  by  an  honourable 
death  for  his  country. 

The  nation  was  fomething  confoled  for  this  lofs  in  the 
fignal  advantage  gained  by  General  Johnfon,  who  com- 
manded the  expedition  defigned  againft  Crown 
Point.  He  was  attacked  in  his  intrenchments  by  Sep.  7. 
the  French  General  Diefkau ,  but  the  affailants 
wanting  cannon,  and  firing  from  too  great  a  diftance,  were 
totally  defeated,  and  Dielkau  himfelf  was  made  prifoner. 
This  victory,  tho'  very  honourable  for  Mr.  Johnfon  and 
the  provincial  troops  under  his  command,  yet  as  it  was 
gained  late  in  the  feafon,  and  as  the  army  was  in  no  very 
good  condition,  it  had  no  confequences.  On  the  whole, 
we  feemed,  after  allowing  for  this  victory,  and  for  the  dif- 
lodgement  of  the  French  from  Nova  Scotia,  to  have  had  the 
worft  part  in  the  campaign  ;  confidering  the  fanguine  ex- 
pectations which  had  been  formed,  and  the  great  fuperiori- 
ty  of  flrength  which  we  exerted,  or  were  able  to  have  ex- 
erted, in  that  part  of  the  world. 

During  this  fummer,  our  court  took  a  refolution  not  to 
wait  the  precarious  operation  of  our  arms  in  America  for 
redrefs  of  the  grievances  complained  of,  but  to  ftrike  fuch 
a  blow  as  would  at  once  put  a  fecurity  into  our  hands,  for 
the  evacuating  the  places  the  enemy  had  fortified  in  our 
territories,  and  difable  them  in  the  two  moll  material  points, 
the  refources  of  their  trade,  and  their  feamen.  Their 
merchant  fhips  were  every  where  attacked,  as  if  war  had 
been  actually  declared,  and  vaff.  numbers  brought  into  our 
ports.  The  French  made  all  Europe  refound  with  com- 
plaints of  what  they  called  a  proceeding  fo  unjuft,  and  a 
violation  of  the  law  of  nations  fo  flagrant  and  unprecedent- 
ed. 
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ed.      But,  whether  it  was  that  they  were  really  in  no  con- 
dition to  act,  or  that  they  intended  to  influence  the  other 
courts  in  their  favour,  by  a  mew  of  extraordinary  modera- 
tion, they  contented  themfelves  with  this,  and  neither  de- 
clared war,  nor  made  any  fort  of  reprifal  for  feveral  months 
after.     At  length  they  began  to  aft: ;  feveral  bodies 
1756.    of  troops  moved  to    the  coafts  of  Picardy,   Nor- 
mandy and  Britany  ;  and  all  things  threatened  an  in- 
vafion  on  fome  part  of  this  kingdom.     Under  the  fhadow 
of  this  ftratagem,  thev  got  ready  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon 
a  fleet  of  twelve  men  of  war  of  the  line,  with  the  utmoft 
expedition,  which  convoyed  an  army  of  about 
April  iS.  11,000  men,  under  command  of  the  Duke  de 
Richlieu   to    the   ifland  of  Minorca.    In    a  few 
-     .,  days     they    opened    the    trenches     before    St. 

April  2i.    ■„/,.    ,     r  *        S 

l         *    Philip  s  fort. 

This  was  done  whilft  the  nation  trembled  under  a  fhame- 
fiil  panic,  too  public  to  be  concealed,  too  fatal  in  its  confe- 
quences  to  be  ever  forgotten.  The  real  invafion  did  not 
leffen  our  fears  of  the  imaginary  one  ;  it  threw  us  into  a 
confufion  that  fuffered  us  to  be  fenfible  of  nothing  but  our 
own  weaknefs.  We  did  not  look  upon  ourfelves  fufficiently 
fecured  by  the  arrival  of  the  Hanoverian  and  HeflTian  troops, 
which  the  fame  weaknefs  had  induced  us  to  call  to  our  aflift- 
ance.  The  miniitry  feemed  to  have  been  infected  with  the 
common  terror  ;  for  though  they  had  very  early  notice 
of  the  French  defigns,  fuch  was  the  apprehenfion  of  the 
invafion,  or  fuch  the  ill-contrived  difpofition  of  our  navy, 
that  Admiral  Byng  was  not  difpatched  to  the  Mediterranean 
before  the  5th  of  April,  and  then  with  a  fquadron  of  no 
more  than  10  fhips  of  the  line. 

The  engagement  with  the  French  fleet  under  M.  Ga- 
liflbniere;  the  retreat  of  Byng  by  which  the  gar- 
May  12.  rifon  of  fort  St.  Philip  was  cut  off  from  all  hopes 
of  relief;  the  furrender  of  that  garrifon  after 
June  29.  nine  weeks  open  trenches  ;  the  fentiments  of  the 
court  and  the  public,  on  the  different  merits  of 
the  governor  and  the  admiral ;  the  oppofition  of  fome,  who 
thought  the  one  too  highly  honoured,  and  the  other  too 
fevcrely  cenfured ;  and  the  meafures  which  rather  indigna- 
tion at  our  loffes  and  difgraces,  than  a  cool  fenfe  of  things 
obliged  us  to  take,  are  known  to  all  the  world.  Our  affairs 
wire  in  fuch  a  condition  that  we  were  driven  to  the  expe- 
dient 
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dient  of  a  court  martial  to  revive  the  Britifh  fpirit,  and  to 
the  unfortunate  neceflity  of  fhedding  the  blood  of  p  , 
an  Admiral,  a  perfon  of  a  noble  family,  as  a  fa-         I 
crifice  to  the  difcipline  of  our  navy.  *>7" 

From  this  melancholy  picture,  let  us  turn  our  eyes  ano- 
ther way,  and  review  the  fteps  by  which  this  war  came 
to  involve  the  reft  of  the  contending  powers.  The 
French,  amongft  the  other  plans  they  formed  for  diftref- 
fing  our  affairs,  made  no  fecret  of  their  defign  of  attack- 
ing his  Majefty's  German  dominions.  Thefe  countries 
evidently  had  no  fort  of  connexion  with  the  matters  which 
gave  rife  to  the  war.  But  being  under  a  Sovereign  fo 
remarkably  affectionate  to  his  native  country;  they  judged 
he  might  be  terrified  into  a  relaxation  of  his  rights  in 
America,  to  preferve  Hanover  from  the  calamities  with 
which  it  was  threatened.  Their  politics,  however,  in  this 
inftance  proved  as  unfuccefsful  as  they  were  unjuft.  No 
motion  was  made  towards  an  abatement  in  our  claims  with 
regard  to  America  ;  his  Majefty  took  other  methods  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  peace  of  Germany.  His  Britifh  fub- 
je£ts  by  their  reprefentatives,  not  more  generoufly  than  rea- 
sonably, refolved  to  defend  the  Hanoverians  if  attacked  in 
their  quarrel.  To  anfwer  this  purpofe,  the  miniftry  enter- 
ed into  a  fubfidy  treaty  with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  in 
virtue  of  which  fhe  was  to  hold  55,000  men  in  readinefs 
to  be  fent  on  a  requifition  wherever  the  Britifh  fervice  re- 
quired. 

The  alliance  with  Ruflia  was  chofen  for  reafons  which 
were  then  fufficiently  plaufible ;  though  it  is  to  be  hoped 
they  can  never  fubfift  again.  The  long  ill  understanding 
between  the  King  of  Pruflia  and  our  court,  and  his  cloie 
connexion  with  thaf  of  Verfailles,  raifed  no  ill-grounded 
apprehenfions  that  he  might  be  induced  to  acl:  a  dangerous 
part  on  this  occafion.  Ruflia  was  therefore  a  proper  ally, 
who  had  both  a  political  and  perfonal  enmity  to  this  mo- 
narch, and  who  would  be  fure  to  employ  a  great  power 
with  great  vigour  in  fuch  a  caufe.  But  this  fyftem  was  in 
a  fhort  time  totally  reverfed.  The  King  of  Pruflia  had 
been  too  well  apprifed  of  the  clofe  conjunction  of  the  courts 
of  Peterfburg  and  Vienna,  and  of  the  real  motive  to  that 
conjunction,  to  have  the  leaft  defign  of  embroiling  himfeif 
with  England.  Matters  were  therefore  very  foon  explain- 
ed, and  the  treaty  between  his  Pruflian  majefty  and  this 

court, 
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court,  to  keep  all  foreigners  out  of  the  Empire,  was  figned 
at  London  in  January  1 756.  Thefe  treaties  were  cenfured 
as  inconiiftent  with  each  other ;  but  in  reality  they  were 
confident  enough,  aiming  precifely  at  the  fame  obje£t,  to 
oppofe  the  fchemes  meditated  by  France  for  difturbing  the 
affairs  of  Germany. 

If  reflecting  on  the  fentiments  of  thefe  courts,  there  was 
fomething  unexpected  in  the  alliance  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Pruflia;  it  was  foon  followed  by  another  alliance  of 
a  nature  infinitely  more  furprifing.  The  Emprefs  Queen 
of  Hungary,  finding  England  in  no  difpofition  to  co-operate 
in  her  defigns,  had  recourfe  to  other  meafures.  The  houfe 
of  Auflria,  which  had  formerly  united  Europe  to  preferve 
her  from  the  power  of  France,  now  entered  herfelf  into  the 
moft  intimate  union  with  that  power.  By  this  extraordinary 
revolution,  the  whole  political  fyftem  of  Europe  aflumed 
a  new  face ;  it  was  indeed  a  revolution  fo  extraordinary, 
that  we  fhall  be  juftified  if  we  interrupt  the  courfe  of  this 
narrative,  to  look  back  at  the  caufes  which  produced  it. 

The  houfe  of  Brandenbourg,  a  little  more  than  two  cen- 
turies ago,  was  in  a  very  humble  condition.  But  by  the 
part  fhe  took  in  the  reformation,  which  put  into  her  hands 
the  eftates  of  the  Teutonic  order ;  by  a  marriage  from 
which  fhe  acquired  the  dutchy  of  Cleves ;  and  by  an  un- 
common fucceflion  of  able  Princes  who  carefully  improved 
every  turn  in  the  affairs  of  Germany  to  their  advantage, 
fhe  raifed  herfelf  by  degrees  to  a  confiderable  ftate,  to  an 
electorate,  and  at  laft  to  a  royalty,  not  only  in  name  but  in 
power.  The  late  King  of  Pruffia,  in  order  to  ftrengthen 
this  power,  though  he  paft  almofl  his  whole  reign  in  the 
moft  profound  peace,  gave  his  whole  attention  to  his  army; 
frugal  in  all  other  refpe&s,  in  this  alone  he  was  expenfive ; 
it  was  his  bufinefs,  and  what  was  perhaps  of  greater  mo- 
ment, it  was  his  only  diverfion.  Thus  in  a  reign  apparently 
inactive,  there  was  always  kept  up  an  army  of  near  100,000 
men,  in  as  much  exercife  as  they  could  have  in  war,  and 
formed  with  the  moft  perfect  difcipline. 

When  his  prefent  majefty  came  to  the  throne,  he  imme- 
diately fhewed  a  difpofition  of  employing  effectually  that 
military  force  which  his  father  had  fpent  his  life  only  in 
forming  and  training.  He  managed  his  difpute  with  the 
Bifhop  of  Liege  by  the  fummary  method  of  force  ;  and 
fcemed  difpofed  to  carry  all  things  with  fo  high  an  hand,  as 

made 
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made  him  indeed  much  reflected,  but  much  dreaded  too 
by  the  Princes  of  the  Empire,  who  faw  that  there  was 
another  power  to  be  feared  in  Germany,  befides  that  of 
Auftria.  But  thefe  were  fmall  matters,  rather  figns  of  the 
difpofition  of  this  Prince,  than  exertions  of  it.  He  medi- 
tated much  greater  things ;  and  only  waited  an  opportu- 
nity to  make  good  the  antient  claims  of  his  family  on  the 
mofl  confiderable  part  of  the  dutchy  of  Silefia.  The  right 
to  that  dutchy  had  been  a  very  intricate  affair ;  but  the 
houfe  of  Autlria  availing  herfelf  of  the  greatnefs  of  her 
power,  and  of  a  diiTenfion  between  the  Elector  Frederick 
II.  and  his  fon,  prevailed  with  the  Elector  to  give  up  that 
right  for  an  equivalent ;  then  fhe  perfuaded  his  fon  to  con- 
firm the  treaty  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  for  a  trivial  confi- 
deration  to  give  up  the  equivalent  itfelf.  The  King  of 
PruiTia,  not  thinking  himfelf  bound  by  thefe  acts,  though 
confirmed  bv  a  long  poiTefTion,  took  advantage  of  his  own 
power,  and  the  emba'rralTed  circumitances  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  to  refume  what  their  power  and  the  embarraiTed 
circumftances  of  his  family  had  formerly  deprived  him  of. 
For  immediately  on  the  death  of  Charles  the  6th, 
when  the  Auftrian  greatnefs  feemed  irrecoverably  Dec. 
loft,  he  entered  into  Silefia,  and  made  himfelf  mafter  1740. 
of  the  whole  country  with  little  opposition.  Then 
uniting  with  the  French  and  Bavarians,  he  fecured  his 
conquefts  by  two  decifive  victories,  and  by  a  trea-  -■• 
ty  which  yielded  him  the  greateft  part  of  Silefia  J  ' 

and  the  whole  county  of  Glatz.     But  the  caufe     :  '  4 
of  the  Emperor  which  the  King  of  PruiTia  had  embraced, 
foon  caufed  a  renewal  of  hoftiiities ;  the  Queen  of 
Hungary   faw  herfelf  defeated  in   three   pitched    June   2, 
battles ;  her  new  ally  the  King  of  Poland,  driven     1 744. 
from    his   German   dominions,  and  the  King  of 
PruiTia  entering  Drefden  in  triumph,  where  he  gave  the 
law  in  a  treaty,  by  which  Silefia  was  once  more 
folemnly  confirmed  to  him:  in  return  to  which  Dec.  1745. 
he  guarantied  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  the  reft 
of  her  dominions. 

The  Queen  of  Hungary  could  not  eafily  lofe  the  me- 
mory of  the  wound  (he  had  received  in  the  lofs  of  one  of 
the  fineft  and  richeit  parts  of  all  her  dominions.  SJefia, 
which  fhe  had  juft  yielded,  extended  in  length  200  miles 
alcng  the  courfe   of  the  large   and  navigable  river  Oder. 

C  A 
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A  country  of  the  mod:  exquifite  fertility  and  highefl  cultiva- 
tion ;  abounding  with  men,  abounding  with  valuable  manu- 
factures, and  yielding  a  clear  yearly  revenue  of  800,000 
pounds  fterling.     The  peace  was  hardly  concluded  by  which 
me  refigned  this  valuable  territory,   than  fhe  fet   on  foot 
practices  for  recovering  it.     She  entered  into  a  treaty  with 
the  court  of  Peterfbourg,  of  an  innocent  and  fimply  defen- 
sive nature,  fo  far  as  appeared  to  the  public ;  but 
May  22,  fix  fecret  and  feparate  articles  were  added  to  it; 
1746.     one  of  which  provides,  that  in  cafe  his  PrulTian 
majefty   mould   attack  her  majefty  the  Emprefs 
Queen,  or  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  or  even  the  republick  of 
Poland,  that  this  attack  mould  be  confidered  as  a  breach  of 
the  treaty  of  Drefden  ;  that  the  right  of  the  Emprefs  Queen 
to  Silefia  ceded  by  that  treaty  mould  revive  ;   and  that  the 
contracting  powers   mould  mutually  furnifh  an   army  of 
60,000   men    to   re-inveft  the  Emprefs  Queen  with  that 
dutchy. 

To  this  fo  extraordinary  a  treaty,  the  King  of  Poland 
was  invited  to  accede  ;  and  he  did  fo  far  accede  to  it,  as  to 
mew  he  perfectly  agreed  in  his  fentiments  with  thefe  courts. 
But  his  fituation  in  the  jaws  of  a  formidable  enemy,  and  the 
experience    of  pafled    misfortunes,    had  rendered  him   fo 
weary,  that  he  declined  figning  the  treaty  ;  but  ftill,  with 
the  confent  of  the  parties  concerned,  whom  he  fully  con- 
vinced of  his  refolution  to  co-operate  in  all  their  meafures. 
He  defired  and  they  agreed,  that  in  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms 
he  mould  have   a   fhare  in  the  fpoil,  on  the  footing  of  a 
treaty  for  the  eventual  portion   of  the   King  of 
May  18,  Pruflia's  dominions   made  in   the  laft  war.     On 
1 745.    thefe  conditions  the  King  of  Poland  without  actu- 
ally figning,  was  underflood,    and  received  as  a 
party  to  the  treaty  of  Peterfbourg. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  meafures,  all  fort  of  means  were 
employed  to  embroil  the  King  of  Pruflia's  affairs  in  the 
North,  and  particularly  to  render  him  personally  odious  to 
the  Czarina.  When  their  machinations  had  taken  full  ef- 
fect, and  Ruffia  was  fixed  in  an  unalterable  enmity  to  that 
monarch,  preparations  of  magazines  and  armies  were  made 
in  Bohemia  and  Moravia  ;  and  the  King  of  Poland,  under 
pretence  of  a  military  amufement,  drew  together  about 
16000  men,  svith  which  he  occupied  the  ftrong  and  im- 
portant poft  of  Pirna.     The  Queen  of  Hungary  law  that  fhe 

flood 
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flood  in  need  of  yet  ftronger  fupports  than  thefe  in  the 
arduous  bufmefs  me  had  undertaken.  She  found  that  Great- 
Britain,  which  had  often  done  fo  much  for  her  diftrefs, 
would  do  little  for  her  ambition  :  me  therefore  had  recourfe 
to  France,  who  joyfully  accepted  an  alliance,  that  promifed 
to  confound  the  whole  Germanic  body,  concluded  a  treaty 
with  the  Emprefs  at  Verfailles  the  ift  of  May  1756,  a  re- 
markable aera  in  the  political  hiftory  of  Europe. 

The  fecret  articles  of  the  treatv  of  Peterfbourg,  the 
fountain  of  the  prefent  troubles,  and  the  fteps  taken  to  put 
that  treaty  in  execution,  though  formed  and  carried  on 
with  as  much  fecrecy  as  earneflnefs,  could  not  efcape  the 
vigilance  of  his  PrufTian  majefty,  who  watched  all  their  mo- 
tions, and  had  perfect  intelligence  of  their  mod  hidden  defigns* 
When,  therefore,  he  perceived  that  by  the  breach  between 
England  and  France,  the  Emprefs  Queen  would  take  ad- 
vantage of  thefe  troubles  to  avail  herfelf  of  her  alliances 
and  heF  armament ;  he  ordered  his  minifter  at  Vienna  to 
demand  a  clear  explication,  and  proper  aiTurances  concern- 
ing the  preparations  he  faw  making:  and  receiving  only  a 
dry  and  equivocal  anfwer,  that  the  Emprefs  had  taken  mea- 
fures  for  her  own  fecurity  and  that  of  her  allies  and  friends, 
the  King  believed  himfelf  no  longer  bound  to  preferve  any 
terms  ;  a  dangerous  war  was  to  be  kept  out  of  his  own  ter- 
ritories at  any  rate  ;  and  being  always  in  perfect  readinefs 
for  action,  he  fell  upon  Saxony  with  a  considerable  army. 

At  firft  the  King  of  Prutfia  feemed  only  to  demand  a 
free  paffage  for  his  troops,  and  an  obfervance  of 
the  neutrality  profeffed  by  the  King  of  Poland  ;  Aug.  29. 
but  as  he  had  very  good  reafon  to  diftruft  fuch  a 
neutrality,  he  demanded  as  a  fecurity,  that  the  Saxon 
troops  mould  quit  the  ftrong  poft  they  occupied,  and  dif- 
perfe  themfelves  immediately.  This  demand  was  refufed, 
and  the  King  of  Pruflia  in  confequence  of  that  refufal, 
immediately  formed  a  fort  of  blockade  about  the  Saxon 
camp  at  Pirna,  with  a  view  to  reduce  it  bv  famine,  fince 
its  inacceilible  fituation  rendered  an  attack  unadvifeable. 
There  were  in  Bohemia  two  Auftrian  armies  under  M. 
.Brown  and  M.  Picoiomini ;  to  keep  them  in  awe,  M, 
Schwerin  had  entered  Bohemia  from  the  county  of  Giatz  ; 
and  M.  Keith  had  penetrated  into  that  kingdom  on  the  fide 
ot  Mifnia.  But  the  King  of  Pruffia,  not  entirely  confiding 
in  thefe  difpofitions ;  and  (till  apprehenfive  that  M.  Brown 
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might  be  able  to  convey  fome  relief  to  the  Saxons,  refolv- 
ed  to  bring  him  tc  a  "cion,  to  the  fuccefs  of  which  he  knew 
his  own  pre  ence  would  greatly  contribute.  He  therefore 
left  the  blockade  of  tl  e  Saxon  army,  joined  his  forces  under 

Keith,  and  engaged  the  Auflrians  at  Lowofitz. 
Dec.   1.    Here  he  obtained  a  victory,  which  though  it  was 

not  und'fputed  with  regard  to  the  field  of  battle, 
yet  with  regard  to  the  confequences  it  was  as  decifive  as 
could  be  wifhed  M.  Brown  found  it  impracticable  to  re- 
lieve the  Saxons,  notwithftanding  the  judicious  efforts  he 
made  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  that  army,  after  a  vain  attempt 
to  retire  from  their  difficult  poft,  which  had  one  fault,  that 
it  was  as  difficult  to  leave  it  as  to  force  it,  were  obliged  to 
furrender  prifoners  of  war.  The  King  of  Poland  quitted 
his  German  dominions  ;  and  the  Pruffians  took  up  their 
winter  quarters  in  Saxony,  feized  upon  the  revenues,  levied 
exorbitant  contributions,  and  obliged  the  country  to  furnifh 
recruits.  This  unhappy  people  faw  their  country  exhaufl- 
ed,  and  forced  to  bear  the  burthen  of  a  war  againit.  itfelf. 
It  was  then,  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  confulting  the  rules 
of  policy,  more  than  thofe  of  politenefs,  made  himfelf  maf- 
ter  of  the  archives  at  Drefden,  in  doing  which  fome  rough- 
nefs  was  ufed  towards  the  Queen  ;  but  he  made  himfelf 
amends  for  the  clamour  induftrioufly  raifed  on  this  pretence, 
by  acquiring  the  originals  of  thefe  pieces,  which  evinced 
to  the  world  the  reality  of  the  defign  againft  him,  and 
which  therefore  in  a  great  meafure  juftified  the  means  he 
had  taken  to  come  at  them,  as  well  as  the  extraordinary 
feverities  he  ufed   towards  the  unfortunate  Saxons. 

CHAP.     II. 

State  of  the  Englifl?  minijlry.  The  chambers  and  defigns 
of  the  fever al  factions.  A  coalition.  Ofwego  taken  by 
the  French.  Calcutta  taken  by  the  Nabob.  Angria  re* 
duced  by   Admiral  Watfon. 

WHILST  the  King  of  Pruffia  patted  the  winter 
in  the  moll:  vigorous  preparations  for  carrying  on 
the  war,  his  ally  Great  Britain  prefented  a  very  different 
face  of  things.  The  lofs  of  Minorca  plunged  the  people 
into  the  utmoft  grief  mixed  with  lhame,  for  fuch  a  blot 
on   the   national   honour,  3nd   with  indignation   not   only 

a  sra  i  nil 
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againft  thofe  who  had  acted  weakly,  but  thofe  who  had 
proved  infufficiently  for  the  lofs  of  that  important  poflefTion. 
The  public  refentment  which  at  firil:  feemed  to  have 
no  other  object  than  Byng,  was  ibon  turned  againfl  the 
miniftry.  The  clamour  in  parliament  was  great ;  without 
doors  it  was  exceflive.  AddrefTes  praying  a  ftrict  enqui- 
ry into  the  caufe  of  our  misfortunes,  were  prefented  from 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  miniflry,  notwithstanding 
this  general  difcontent,  had  a  real  ftrength  ;  and  they 
might  have  flood,  had  they  agreed  amongit.  themfelves. 
The  commons  could  not  be  brought  to  any  angry 
votes;  and  the  remit  of  the  enquiry  into  the  lofs  of 
Minorca,  was   as    favourable  as   they   could   have  wifhed. 

But    Mr.   F x    thought    it    not  advifeable    to    bear   a 

large  proportion  of  the  odium  caufed  by  counfels,  in 
which  he  had  little  mare.  Perhaps  he  thought  this 
embarraffment,  a  fituation  not  unfavourable  to  the  ar- 
rangement he  had  always  aimed  at;  he  therefore  fuddenly 
threw  up  an  employment,  which  he  hoped  to  refume  aug- 
mented with  greater  power. 

On  the  removal  of  this  principal  prop,  the  whole  ftruc- 
ture   of  the  miniftry  fell  to   pieces.     The  D.  of  N.   the 
Ld.    Ch.  the  firfl  lord  of  the   admiralty    rellgned   ;  and 
the  chiefs  of  the  party  by  whofe  manoeuvres  they 
were   difplaced,  naturally  fucceeded  to  the  ma-     Dec.  4. 
nagement  of  affairs.      They  who  had  refigned     1756. 
gave  them  no  apparent  oppolition  in  parliament  ; 
but  whether   it  was,  that  the  new  miniftry  were  them- 
felves too   frefh  from  oppofition,  and  fome  of  ihem   too 
full  of  the  popular  manners  that  introduced  them  to  court 
to  be   perfectly  agreeable  in   the  clofet,  or    that   they  had 
made  their  bottom  too  narrow,  after  holding  their  em- 
ployments  for  fome  months,  to  the  great  concern  of  the 
public,  they    in   their  turn  were  obliged  to  quit 
their  pofts.     Thus  was  the  helm  of  government     April  5. 
a    fecond   time  abandoned.      The  cafe   of  the     1757. 
King  and   the  nation  was   at  that  juncture  truly 
deplorable.     We  were  without  any  ally  who  could  do  us 
the  leaft    fervice,  engaged  in  a  war  hitherto  unfuccefsful, 
with   the  mo  ft  formidable  power   in   Europe  ;  we  almoft 
defpaired  of  our    military   virtue  ;  public    fpirit   appeared 
utterly  extinguifhed,  whilft  the  rage  of  faction  burned  with 
fhe  utmoft  violence  ;  our  operations  were  totally  fufpend- 
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ed  :  and  having  no  miniftry  eftablifhed,  we  had  no  plan  to 
follow. 

Three  factions  divided  the  ruling  men  of  the  nation, 
for  the  grofs  of  the  people  feemed  to  have  no  further  views 
than  a  redrefs  of  their  grievances,  by  whatever  means 
that  could  be  brought  about ;  the  firft  of  thefe  factions 
was  compofed  of  thofe  who  had  grown  to  place  and  power, 
or  had  formed  their  connexions  under  the  old  miniftry. 
They  were  fome  of  the  mod  refpectable  perfons  in  the 
nation,  and  had  undoubtedly  the  greateft  parliamentary 
intereft.  They  had  at  the  fame  time  another  intereft 
hardly  lefs  confiderable,  that  of  the  monied  people  ;  but  in 
fome  points,  and  thofe  material  too,  they  were  weak. 
They  were  not  at  all  popular  ;  a  matter  of  great  confe- 
deration in  a  government  like  ours  ;  and  they  were  flip- 
pofed  by  the  grofs  of  the  people,  not  to  be  under  the 
direction   of  great  political  abilities. 

The  fecond  faction,  though  not  fufpected  of  the  want 
of  fufficient  ability,  was  yet  more  unpopular  than  the 
former  ;  they  had  not  attempted  to  preferve  even  the  ap- 
pearances effential  to  popularity;  and  to  them  the  more 
efTential,  as  their  parliamentary  ftrength  was,  however 
refpectable,  much  inferior  to  the  firft.  If  their  influence 
at  one  court  was  able  to  ballance  that  of  the  old  miniftry, 
by  means  of  a  then  powerful  connection,  that  very  con- 
nection made  them  far  worfe  at  another  court,  and  worfe 
with  the  generality  of  the  people,  who  entertained  or  pre- 
tended at  leaft  to  entertain,  fufpicions  of  a  nature  the  more 
dangerous,  as  they  were  only  dropped  in  hints  and  whif- 
pers,  and  never  could  come  to  a  full  and  open  explana- 
tion. 

The  third  party,  had  little  parliamentary  and  lefs  court 
influence;  but  they  had  a  prodigious  popularity,  which 
fupplied  every  other  defect.  The  abilities  of  their  leader 
were  of  the  mod  mining  kind  ;  his  application  equal  to  ;_ 
his  abilities ;  his  difintereftednefs  was  confeffed  by  his  ene- 
mies; and  though  it  would  have  mined  in  the  days  of  he- 
roifm,  was  now  the  more  valued,  and  fet  off  to  the  greater 
advantage  by  the  general  felfifhnefs  which  prevailed  among 
the  men  of  bufmefs  The  nation  repofed  the  moll  perfect 
confidence  in  his  integrity  and  love  to  his  country.  This 
party,  confcious  where  its  flrength  lay,  cultivated  with 
great    care   the    popularity  which    was  the  bafis  of  their 

power  ; 
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power ;  even    perhaps  fo    as  to   impair  on  fome  occafion 
the  dignity  of  government. 

Thefe  three  factions  differed  from  each  o:her  extremely 
with  regard  to  power,  the  grand  obje<5t  of  all  factions.     But 
in  the  general  fcheme  of  their  politics,  the  two  finl  were 
pretty  much  agreed.     Looking  on  France  as  the  moil  con- 
front and   moft  dangerous  enemy  of  Great  Britain,  they 
dreaded  the  increafe  of  her  power  and  influence  among  the 
neighbouring  nations  as  the  greater!:   of  all  evils.     To  pre- 
vent  fo  dangerous  an    aggrandifement,    they   thought    it 
abiblutely  neceflary  to  preferve  a  confiant  attention  to  the 
ballance  of  power,  and  to  feek  our  particular  fafety  and 
liberty  in  the   general  fafety  and  liberty  of  Europe.     A 
clofe    connection  was    therefore    to   be  kept  up  with  the 
powers  of  the  continent,  not  only  by  continual  negotiati- 
ons, but  by  large  fubfidies,  and  even  by  aflifting  them  with 
our  troops  if  the  occafion  mould   require    fuch   afliitance. 
For  this  purpofe,  as  well  as  to  fecure  the  more  effectual- 
ly our  prefent  happy  eftablifhment,  a  conliderable  regular 
land  force  ought  to  be  conftantly  maintained.     Our  navy, 
they   thought,  ought  by  no  means    to  be  neglected  ;  but 
it  was  only  to    be  cultivated  and  employed  fubferviently 
to  the    more  comprehenfive  continental   fyflem.      Thefe 
parties  were  far  from    being   friends    to  arbitrary  power, 
or  in  any  fort  averfe  to  parliaments ;  they  loved  the  coniti- 
tution ;  but  they  were  for  preferving  the  authority  of  go- 
vernment entire,  and  in  its  utmoft  lawful  force.     To  make 
government  more  eafy,  knowing  that  many  would  difturb 
it,  from  difaffe£tion  or  difguft,    or    miftaken  notions   of 
liberty,  they  thought  it  juft  to  rule  men  by  their  interefls, 
if  they  could    not   by    their  virtues,    and  they  had  long 
been  in  the  practice  of  procuring  a  majority  in  parliament, 
by   the   distribution  of  the  numerous   lucrative  places  and 
employments  which  our  conititution  leaves  in  the  difpofal 
of  the  Crown.     Several  believed  that  no  other  method  was 
practicable,  con^dering  the  nature  of  mankind,  and   our 
particular  form  of  government. 

But  the  third  and  popular  party,  was  influenced  bv 
different  principles.  They  looked  indeed  on  the  power  of 
France  in  the  lame  light  with  the  two  former,  and  were 
of  the  fame  opinion  concerning  the  neceiTity  of  letting 
bounds  to  it.  In  the  means  of  attaining  this  end  they 
differed.     Our  fituation  they  thought  nictated  a  narrower, 

but 
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but  a  more  natural,  a  fafer,  and  a  lefs  expenfive  plan  of 
politics,  than  that  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  other 
party.  We  ought  never  to  forget,  faid  they,  thai  we  are 
an  iiland  :  and  that  this  circumflance,  fo  favourable  both 
to  our  political  and  to  our  civil  liberty,  prefcrfbes  to  us  a 
conduct  very  different  from  that  of  any  other  nation. 
Our  natural  flrength  is  a  maritime  flrength,  as  trade  is 
our  natural  employment ;  thefe  mufl  always  go  hand  in 
hand,  and  they  mutually  fupport  each  other.  But,  if 
turning  our  back  to  our  real  interefls,  and  abandoning  our 
natural  element,  we  enter  that  inextricable  labyrinth  of 
continental  politicks  ;  if  we  make  ourfelves  parties  in 
every  controverfy  ;  if  we  exhauft  our  wealth  in  purchasing 
the  ufelefs  and  precarious  friendfhip  of  every  petty  prince 
or  flate;  if  we  wafle  the  blood  of  our  people  in  all  the 
quarrels  that  may  arife  on  the  continent ;  fo  far  from  go- 
ing in  the  right  way  to  reduce  France,  that  we  attack  her 
on  the  flrong  fide,  and  only  deflroy  ourfelves  by  our  ill  judg- 
ed efforts  againfl  the  enemy.  That  we  can  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  the  fuperiorityof  France  on  the  continent,  whilfl 
we  preferve  our  fuperiority  at  fea  ;  that  we  can  always  cut 
the  finews  of  the  enemy's  flrength  by  deflroying  their 
traffic  ;  that  to  fear  an  invafion  from  a  power  weak  in  its 
marine,  is  the  idlefl  of  all  fears;  that  in  cafe  an  invafion 
were  poffible,  a  well  trained  national  militia,  fupplying  by 
their  zeal  the  defects  of  their  difcipline,  would  prove  our 
bell:  protection ;  that  a  (landing  army  is  in  whatever  fhape 
dangerous  to  freedom  ;  and  that  a  government  like  ours, 
connected  by  its  very  effence  with  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
je£t,  can  never  be  in  want  of  the  fupports  of  defpotic  pow- 
er. As  little  is  parliamentary  influence  neceffary.  A  go- 
vernment pleafing  to  the  people,  as  every  good  govern- 
ment mud  be,  can  never  be  generally  oppofed ;  and  men 
need  no  bribes  to  perfuade  them  to  their  duty. 

Thefe  notions,  fo  oppofite  in  their  extreams,  might  be 
reconciled  in  a  medium,  and  ufed  to  temper  each  other. 
For  as,  on  one  hand,  it  would  be  very  abfurd  to  make  no 
fort  of  advantage  of  our  infular  Situation,  but  to  engage  in 
all  the  bufineis  of  the  continent  without  referve,  and  to 
plunge  ourfelves  into  real  evils  out  of  a  dread  of  poffible 
mifchiefs  ;  fo  on  the  other  hand,  to  think  ourfelves  wholly 
unconcerned  in  the  fortunes  of  our  neighbours  on  the 
continent,  or   to  think  of  aiding  them  in  any  cafe,  only 
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by  the  way  of  diverfion  with  our  fleets,  would  be  a  way 
of  proceeding,  ftill  more  extravagant  than  the  former.  If 
fuch  notions  were  reduced  to  practice,  we  might  foon  lofe 
all  thofe  advantages  derived  from  a  fituation  which  we 
abufed. 

The  reafonablenefs  of  fuch  a  temperament,  could  not 
be  perceived  during  the  ferment  of  that  time,  in  which 
thefe  topics  were  bandied  to  and  fro  with  infinite  heat. 
The  refignation,  or  rather  deprivation,  of  the  popular  mi- 
niflry,  only  increafed  their  popularity,  and  the  general 
difcontent ;  the  people  could  not  believe  that  good  mea- 
fures  could  be  purfued,  when  thofe,  in  whom  alone  they 
confided,  were  not  employed  ;  almoft  all  the  corporations 
of  the  kingdom  prefented  the  deprived  minifters  with  their 
freedom,  and  addrefled  them  in  the  warmeft  manner,  tefii- 
fying  the  moft  entire  approbation  of  their  conduct,  and 
the  fincereft  concern  to  fee  them  out  of  employment. 

This  conflict  between  an  old  eftablifhed  intereft,  and  the 
torrent  of  popularity,  continued  for  a  long  time,  and  the 
nation  was  almoft  ruined  by  it.  It  is  not  eafy,  nor  perhaps 
quite  proper,  to  attempt  to  trace  the  fteps  by  which  fo  hap- 
py a  coalition,  as  we  have  feen  take  place,  was  brought 
about.  But  it  wTas  formed  in  fuch  manner,  has  held  to- 
gether with  fuch  folidity,  and  produced  fuch 
excellent  effects,  as  I  believe  the  moft  fanguine  June  29. 
could  not  have  hoped  for  at  that  time.  Mr.  P.  1757. 
was  again  reftored  to  the  office  of  fecretary  of 
flare,  the  D.  of  N.  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  treafury, 
Mr.  F.  was  appointed  paymafter  of  the  forces.  This  ar- 
rangement, which  gave  very  general  fatisfaction,  was  how- 
ever difliked  by  thofe,  whom  their  violent  attachment  to 
their  party  had  infpired  with  a  narrow  and  exclufive  fpirit. 
It  was  the  beft  meafure,  becaufe  it  was  an  healing  mea- 
fure ;  and  it  was  little  lefs  than  impoflible  for  any  parti- 
cular party  to  carry  on  public  bufinefs  on  its  fingle  bot- 
tom. 

It  was  high  time  that  our  domeftic  diflentions  mould  be 
compofed  at  laft.     From  every  quarter   of   the 
world,  in  which  we  had  any  concern,  we  heard  Aug.  14. 
of  nothing  but  lofles  and  calamities.     In  America      1  756. 
we  loft  the  Fort  of  Ofwego.     That  fort,  fitua- 
ted   at   the  mouth   of  the  Onondaga  river,    commanded 
a  commodious  harbour  on  the  Lake  Ontario.     It  was  built 
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by  General  Shirley,  and  defigned  to  cover  the  country  of 
the  Five  Nations  ;  to  fecure  the  Indian  trade;  to  interrupt 
the  communication  between  the  French  northern  and 
fouthern  eftablifhments ;  and  to  open  a  way  to  our  arms  to 
attack  the  forts  of  Frontenac  and  Niagara.  For  thefe 
purpofes,  fome  frigates  had  been  fitted  out  for  cruizing, 
and  a  number  of  boats  prepared  for  the  tranfportation  of 
troops ;  but  they  all  fell  to  the  enemy  with  the  fort,  where 
100  pieces  of  cannon  were,  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
provifion.  1600  men  were  made  prifoners  of  war.  The 
place  made  but  a  trifling  refinance,  fcarce  holding  out 
three  days  ;  the  attempts  to  relieve  it  were  too  late.  The 
French  demolifhed  the  fort. 

Our  lofles  were  not  confined  to  America.  The  E.  India 
company  received  a  blow,  which  would  have  fhaken  an  ef- 
tablifhment  of  lefs  flrength  to  its  foundations.  The  news 
of  the  war  between  France  and  England  had  not  yet  reach- 
ed India,  but  a  new  and  very  formidable  enemy  was  raifed 
up  in  that  quarter.  The  Nabob  of  Bengal  (the  Nabobs 
are  a  fpecies  of  viceroys  to  the  Grand  Mogul,  grown 
almoft  independent  in  their  feveral  provinces,)  irritated  at 
the  protection  given  to -one  of  his  fubjects  in  the  Englifh 
fort  of  Calcutta,  and,  as  it  is  faid,  at  the  refufal  of  fome 
duties  to  which  he  claimed  a  right,  levied  a  great  army, 
and  laid  fiege  to  that  place.  The  Governor,  terrified  by 
the  numbers  of  the  enemy,  abandoned  the  fort  with  feve- 
ral of  the  principal  perfons  in  the  fettlement,  who  faved 
themfelves  with  their  moft  valuable  effects  orl  board  the 
mips. 

Thus  deferted,  Mr.  Hollwel,  the  fecond  in  command, 
bravely  held  the  place  to  the  laft  extremity,  with  -a  few 
gallant  friends,  arid  the  remains  of  a  feeble  garrifon.  A 
very  noble  defence  was  infufficient  to  keep  an  untenable 
place,  or  to  affecl  an  ungenerous  enemy.     The  fort  was 

taken,  and  the  garrifon- being  made  prifoners, 
June  26.    were  thruft   into  a  narrow   dungeon.     Hollwef, 

with  a  few  others,  came  out  alive,  to  paint  a 
fcene  of  the  moft  cruel  diftrefs  which-  perhaps  human 
nature  ever  fuffered.  The  Eaft  India  company  loft  their 
principal  fettlement  in  Bengal,  and  a  fort,  which  fecured 
to  them  the  moft  valuable  part  of  their  trade. 

In  the  fpace  of  this  unfortunate  year,  we  were  ftripped 
<*f  Minorca    and  Ofwerco  ;  we   apprehended   an   invafio?i 
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of  Great  Britain  itfelf:  our  councils  were  torn  to  pieces 
by  factions  ;  and  our  military  force  was   every   where    in 

contempt.  Amidft  thefe  lofles,  we  confidered  as 
Feb.   13.  fome  advantage,  the    reduction  of   the  principal 

fort  of  Angria,  a  piratical  prince,  who  had  been 
many  years  troublefome  to  the  Englifh  trade  in  the  Eafl 
Indies.  This  fervice  was  performed  by  Admiral  Watfon 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year, 

CHAP.     III. 

State  of  the  confederacy  againft  the  King  of  Prujfia.  French 
pafs  the  JVefer.  King  of  Pruffia  enters  Bohemia.  Battle 
of  Prague.  Prague  invefted.  Count  Daun  takes  the  com- 
mand of  the  Aufrian  army.     Battle  of  Colin. 

WHAT  turn  the  Englifh  politics  were  like  to  take 
in  the  year  1759,  feemed  for  fome  time  uncertain. 
The  new  miniftry  did  not  feem  well  eftablifhed  ;  nor  was 
it  well  known,  whether  they  would  purfue  the  plans  and 
preferve  the  connections  of  the  old.  Abroad,  every  thing 
was  prepared  for  opening  the  campaign  with  the  utmoft 
eclat.     All  Europe  was  in  motion. 

France,  in  order  to  demonstrate  to  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary, the  advantageous  choice  fhe  had  made  in  connecting 
herfelf  with  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  formed  two  great  ar- 
mies. The  firft  was  compofed  of  near  80,000  men,  the 
flower  of  the  French  troops,  attended  with  a  vafl  artillery^ 
and  commanded  by  M.  d'  Eirees,  a  General  of  the  belt 
eftablifhed  reputation  fhe  had  in  her  fervice.  Under  him 
ferved  M.  de  Contades,  M.  Chevert,  and  the  Count  de  St. 
Germain,  all  officers  of  high  character,  and  all  fit  to  com, 
mand  in  chief,  if  M.  d'  Etrees  had  not  been  appointed  to 
that  eminence.  This  formidable  army  paffed  the  Rhine, 
and  marched  by  Weftphalia,  in  order  to  invade  the  King 
of  Pruflia's  dominions  in  quality  of  allies  to  the  pmprefs 
Queen,  and  guardians  of  the  liberties  of  the  Empire,  and 
to  no  other  intent,  as  it  was  pretended  ;  hut  in  reality,  with 
a  view  to  reduce  Hanover  alfo.  They  judged  that  their 
operations  againft  the  King  of  Pruflla  might  be  executed^ 
and  their  fcheme  to  drive  the  King  of  England  into  fome. 
concefilons  with  regard  to  America,  might  be  compleated 
ty  one  and  the  fame  blow.     The  fecond  army  was  com- 
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manded  by  the  Prince  de  Soubife  ;  it  confided  of  about 
25,000  men.  This  army  was  deftined  to  ftrengthen  the 
Imperial  army  of  execution  ;  but  before  it  had  paiTed 
the  Rhine,  it  made  itfelf  matter  of  Cleves,  Meurs  and 
Gueldres,  whilfl:  a  detachment  from  d'  Etrees's  army  feized 
upon  the  town  of  Embden,  and  whatever  elfe  belonged  to 
Pruflia  in  Eafl:  Frielland. 

As  foon  as  the  King  of  Pruflia  had  entered  Saxony  in 
the  beginning  of  the  preceding  fummer,  procefs  was  com- 
menced againft  him  in  the  Emperor's  Aulic  council,  and 
before  the  diet  of  the  Empire.  It  is  not  difficult  to  con- 
ceive how  the  affair  muft  have  been  decided ;  when  thofe 
who  feared  the  King  of  Pruflia,  believed  they  had  a  fair 
opportunity  to  reduce  him  :  and  when  thofe  who  feared  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  were,  by  that  very  fear,  obliged  to  fup- 
port  the  power  they  dreaded  :  accuftomed  as  they  were 
to  the  influence  of  a  family  in  which  the  Empire  had  fo 
long  been  in  a  manner  hereditary  ;  and  over-awed  by  the 
appearance  of  a  confederacy,  the  moll:  formidable  the 
world  had  ever  yet  feen.  Accordingly  the  King  of  Pruflia 
was  condemned  for  contumacy ;  and  the  Fifcal  had  orders 
to  notify  to  him  that  he  was  put  under  the  ban  of  the 
Empire,  and  adjudged  fallen  from  all  the  dignities  and  pof- 
fefllons  which  he  held  under  it.  The  circles  of  the  Em-, 
pire  were  ordered  to  furnifh  their  contingents  of  men  and 
money  to  put  this  fentence  in  execution  ;  but  the  contin- 
gents were  collected  flowly,  the  troops  were  badly  compo- 
fed,  and  probably  this  army  had  never  been  able  to  acl:,  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  afliftance  offered  under  the  Prince 
de  Soubife. 

The  Auftxians,  who  were  principals  in  the  quarrel,  were 
not  behind  their  auxiliaries  in  the  greatnefs  of  their  pre^. 
parations ;  they  made  the  moil:  ftrenuous  efforts,  by  which 
they  alTembled  a  body  of  upwards  of  100,000  men  in 
Bohemia,  and  committed  the  command  to  Prince  Charles 
of  Lorrain,  aflifted  by  M.  Brown.  In  the  north  all  things 
threatened  the  King  of  Pruflia.  The  Czarina  true  to  her 
refentments  and  her  engagements,  had  fent  a  body  of  60,000 
men  commanded  by  M.  Apraxin,  who  were  in  full  march 
to  invade  the  Ducal  Pruflia,  whilft  a  ftrong  fleet  was  equip- 
ped in  the  Baltick,  to  co-operate  with  that  army.  Altho' 
the  King  of  Sweden  was  allied  in  blood  and  inclination  to 
his  Prnflian  majefly,  yet  the  jealoufy  which  the  Senate  en^ 
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tertained  of  their  fovereign ;  the  hope  of  recovering  their 
antient  pofleffions  in  Pomeraniaby  means  of  the  prefent 
troubles,  and  in  fine  their  old  attachment  to  France,  newly- 
cemented  by  intrigues  and  fubfidies,  made  their  ill  in- 
clinations to  the  caufe  of  PrurTia  more  than  fufpiciGiis. 
Hitherto  indeed  nothing  more  than  the  tendency  of  their 
councils  was  fully  known.  The  Duke  of  Mecklenbourg 
took  the  fame  party,  and  agreed  to  join  the  Swedifh  army 
.  when  it  mould  be  aflembled,  with  6000  men  ;  a  proceed- 
ing which  he  has  fince  had  reafon  to  repent  bitterly.  Thus 
were  the  forces  of  five  mighty  dates  *,  each  of  which  had 
in  their  turn  been  a  terror  to  all  Europe,  united  to  reduce 
the  heir  of  the  Marquifles  of  Brandenbourg  ;  and  in  fuch 
a  point  of  danger  and  glory,  had  the  great  and  formidable 
abilities  of  his  PruiTian  majefty  placed  him,  with  little,  in 
comparifon,  that  could  enable  him  to  fuftain  the  violence  of 
fo  many  fhocks,  except  what  thofe  abilities  fupplied.  But 
his  afionifhing  oeconomy,  the  incomparable  order  of  his 
finances,  the  discipline  of  his  armies  beyond  all  praife,  a 
fagacity  that  forefaw  every  thing,  a  vigilance  that  attended 
every  thing,  a  conftancy  that  no  labour  could  fubdue,  a 
courage  that  no  danger  could  difmay,  an  intuitive  glance 
that  catches  the  deciftve  moment,  all  thefe  feemed  to  form 
a  fort  of  ballance  to  the  vaft  weight  againft  him,  turned 
the  wifhe>s  of  his  friends  into  hopes,  and  made  them  de- 
pend upon  refources  that  are  not  within  the  power  of  calcu- 
lation. 

The  only  army  that  appeared  in  his  favour  was  a  body 
of  between  30  and  40,000  Hanoverians  and  Heflians,  who 
with  fome  reinforcements  of  his  own  troops,  formed  an 
army  of  obfervation,  commanded  by  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  ;  this  army  was  pofted  on  the 
Wefer,  to  watch  the  motions  of  M.  d'Etrees.  The  vaft 
and  unwieldy  body  of  the  French,  encumbered  as  the 
French  armies  always  are  by  an  immenfe  baggage,  and  an 
innumerable  multitude  of  mouths  without  hands,  made  a 
very  flow  progrefs  through  the  rough  and  barren  country 
that  lies  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Wefer.  All  the  abili- 
ties of  the  French  general  were  employed  in  finding  fubfif- 
tence  for  his  troops.  His  Royal  Highnefs  on  the  other 
hand,  dtlplayed  great  abilities  in  throwing  ail  poilible  im- 
pediments in  his  way.  But  when  thefe  imped irnents  were 
V'emoved  by  the  fuperiority   of  numbers,  the   Hanoverian 

army 
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nrniv  gradually  gave  way,  yielding  to  that  fuperiority, 
and  tiie  French  troops  patted  the  Wefer  without  oppo- 
fition. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  PrufFian  majefty  being  determined 
according  to  his  maxim,  to  lay  the  cloth  as  far  from  home 
as  pollible  ;  made  his  difpofitions  for  carrying  the  war  into 
Bohemia  as  fpeedily  as  the  feafon  would  admit.  Three 
great  bodies  of  his  troops  entered  into  that  kingdom  by 
three  very  different  ways,  but  nearly  at  the  fame  time. 
M.  Schwertn  penetrated  into  it  from  Silefia.  The  Prince 
ot  Bevern  entered  with  the  corps  under  his  command  from 
Lufatia,  and  defeated  as  a  preliminary  to  a  more  decifive 

victory,  a  body  of  28,000  Auftrians  who  oppo- 
Apr.  21.    fed  him.     The  King  himfelf  prepared  to  enter 

Bohemia  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  corps  com- 
manded by  thefe  generals  ;  and  as  he  feemed  difpofed  to 
march  towards  Egra,  the  enemy  imagined  he  intended  to 
execute  fome  defign  diflinct.  from  the  objec~t  of  his  other 
armies.  With  this  idea  they  detached  a  body  of  20,000 
men,  to  obferve  his  motions.  The  King  of  Pruflia  find- 
ing that  this  feint  had  all  its  erfeel:,  made  a  fudden  ami 
mailerly  movement  to  his  left,  by  which  he  cut  off  ail 
communication  between  that  detachment  and  the  main 
army  of  the  Auftxians.  Spirited  with  this  advantage,  he 
pufhed  onwards  with  the  utmpit  rapidity  to  Prague,  where 
he  joined  the  corps  under  the  prince  of  Bevern  and  M. 
ochwerin,  who  had  advanced  with  inconceivable  diligence 
to  meet  him.  Never  were  operations  executed  with  more 
judgment,  celerity  and  fuccefs. 

The  Auftrian  army  was  little  fhort  of  100,000  men,  and 

the  fituation  of  their  camp,  fortified  by  every  ad^ 
May  6.     vantage  of  nature,  and  every  contrivance^  art, 

fuch  as  on  common  occaftons  might  juitly  be 
confidered  as  impregnable  ;  but  the  Pruflians,  being  near- 
ly as  numerous  as  the  enemy,  infpired  by  a  ibciety  of  dan- 
ger with  their  King,  and  filled  with  that  noble  cnthufiafm, 
which,  whilft  it  urges  to  daring  enterprifes,  almoft  enfures 
their  fuccefs,  pafied  moraflcs,  climbed  precipices,  faced 
batteries,  and  after  a  bloodv  and  ebdinatc  refinance,  totally 
4efeated  the  Auftrians.  They  took  tiieir  camp,  military 
cheft,  cannon,  all  the  trophies  of  a  complete  victory.  The 
lofs  on  the*  fide  of  the  viclors,  as  well  as  the  vanquifned, 
■p'as   very  great  ;  but  both  fides  had  yet   a  greater  lofs   in 

the 
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the  death  of  two  of  the  beft  generals  in  Europe.  M.  Sch- 
werin  was  killed  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  with  the  colo- 
nel's Standard  in  his  hand  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  M. 
Brown  received  a  wound,  which,  from  the  chagrin  he 
fuffered  rather  than  from  its  own  nature,  proved  mortal. 

About  40,000  of  the  Auftrian  army  took  refuge  iri 
Prague.  The  reft  fled  different  ways.  The  King  of  Pruffia 
loft  no  time  to  inveft  the  place,  and  to  cut  off  all  Succours. 
If  on  one  hand  Such  an  immenSe  garrifon  made  an  attack 
unadvifeable,  on  the  other  that  formidable  number  itfelf 
feemed  to  make  the  reduction  of  the  place  by  famine  the 
more  certain.  The  King  of  Pruftia  not  relying  folely  ort 
this,  prepared  to  bombard  the  town.  On  the  29th  of 
May,  at  midnight,  after  a  moft  dreadful  ftorm  of  rain  and 
thunder,  as  if  it  were  to  difplay  how  much  more  ruinous 
the  malice  of  men  may  be,  than  the  greateft  terrors  of  na- 
ture, on  the  fignal  of  a  rocket,  four  batteries,  which  dis- 
charged every  twenty-four  hours,  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  bombs,  befides  a  vaft  multitude  of  red  hot  balls,  be- 
gan to  pour  defiruclion  on  that  unfortunate  city,  which  was 
foon  in  flames  in  every  part.  The  garrifon  made  a  vigo- 
rous defence,  and  one  well  conducted  and  defperate  faffy  : 
but  they  were  repulfed  with  great  lofs.  The  principal 
magistrates,  burghers,  and  clergy,  feeing  their  city  on  the 
point  of  being  reduced  to  an  heap  of  rubbifh,  made  the 
moft  moving  Supplications  to  the  commander  to  liften  to 
terms.  The  commander  was  deaf  to  their  prayers.  Twelve 
thoufand  of  the  moft  ufelefs  mouths  were  driven  out  of  the 
city.  The  PrufTians  forced  them  in  again.  The  affairs  of 
the  EmpreSs  feemed  verging  to  inevitable  deftruction ;  a 
whole  army  was  upon  the  point  of  Surrendering  priSoners 
of  war  ;  the  capital  of  Bohemia  on  the  point  of  being  ta- 
ken, and  with  it  all  the  reft  of  that  flourifhing  kingdom. 
The  fanguine  friends  of  the  King  to  Pruffia  began  to  com- 
pute the  diftance  of  Vienna. 

In  this  defperate  Situation  of  affairs,  Leopold  Count 
Daun  entered  on  the  ftage,  and  began  to  turn  the  fortune 
of  the  war.  This  General  never  had  commanded  in  chief 
before  ;  but  he  was  formed,  by  a  long  courfe  of  experience 
in  various  parts  of  Europe,  under  the  grea'ieft  Generals, 
and  in  the  moft  illuftricus  Scenes  of  action.  .Though  of  a 
very  noble  family,  he  had  without  the  leaft  alMance  from 
court  favour,  rifen  infenfrbiy  by  the  flow  gradation  of  mere 

merit, 
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merit,  v/ith  much  efteem  and  without  any  noife.  This 
General  arrived  within  a  few  miles  of  Prague,  the  day  af- 
ter the  great  battle.  He  collected  the  fugitive  parties  of 
the  Auftrian  army,  and  retired  to  a  port,  of  great  ftrength, 
from  whence  he  fed  the  troops  in  Prague  with  hopes  of  re- 
lief. But  as  no  man  better  underftood  the  fuperiority  of 
the  Pruflian  troops,  and  as  he  was  fenfible  of  the  impreffion 
which  the  late  defeat  had  left  upon  his  men,  he  carefully 
avoided  to  precipitate  matters  by  an  hafty  action.  He 
knew  that  the  fituation  he  had  chofen  would  embarrafs  the 
PrufTians ;  that  a  large  party  of  their  army  muff,  be  always 
emplovcd  to  watch  him  ;  that  this  would  weaken  their  ef- 
forts againft  the  great  body  fliut  up  in  Prague,  whilft  his 
own  forces  gained  time  to  recover  their  fpirits,  and  to  in- 
creafe  in  flrength  by  the  daily  fuccours,  which  his  court 
exerted  all  their  powers  to  fend  him  :  with  thefe  ideas  he 
waited  in  his  entrenched  camp  at  Colin,  to  act  as  events 
mould  direct. 

The  King  of  Pruflia  was  not  lefs  fenfible  than  Count 
Daun  of  the  effects  of  this  conduct.  He  determined  at  all 
adventures  to  diflodge  him  from  the  poft  he  held  ;  but 
whether  it  was  that  the  King  feared  to  weaken  his  army, 
which  had  actually  an  army  to  befiege,  or  whether  he  was 
blinded  by  a  train  of  uniform  fuccefs,  which  made  him 
believe  his  arms  irrefiftable  under  every  difadvantage,  or 
whatever  were  his  motives  or  neceffities,  the  whole  army 
employed  in  this  undertaking,  including  the  Prince  of 
Severn's  corps,  did  not  exceed  32,000  men,  cavalry  and 
infantry  ;  and  with  thefe  he   was   to  attack  60,000  men, 

in  one  of  the  ftrongeft  fituations  which  could  be 
June  1 8.  chofen,  and  defended  by  a  vaft  train  of  artillery. 

Whatever  the  moil  impetuous  and  well  regula- 
ted courage,  whatever  an  ardor  infpired  by  the  remem- 
brance of  fo  many  victories  could  do  towards  overcoming 
every  kind  of  difadvantage,  was  done  by  the  PrufTians  on 
thisoccafion.  They  returned  to  the  attack  feven  times: 
in  none  of  their  victorious  battles  had  their  bravery  been 
more  confpicuous.  Both  the  King's  brothers  were  in  the 
field  ;  and  they  did  every  thing  that  could  be  expected  from 
the  King  of  Pruffia's  brothers.  The  King  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  his  cavalry,  made  one  furious  and  concluding 
charge.  Every  thing  was  tried,  and  every  thing  was  un- 
fuccefsful.     The  want  of  a  fufficiently  numerous  infantry, 

in 
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in  a  ground  where  his  cavalry  could  not  fupport  them,  the 
want  of  an  equal  artillery,  the  advantageous  fituation  of  the 
enemy,  their  numbers,  their  bravery,  their  General,  obli- 
ged the  King  of  Pruflia  to  quit  the  field.  What  his  lofs 
was  is  not  fo  certain  ;  it  was  undoubtedly  great  in  the  ac- 
tion, but  ftilL  greater  by  defertions,  and  the  innumerable 
ill  confequences  that  follow  a  defeat. 

Though  the  King  of  Pruflia  was  defeated  in  this  battle, 
and  though  he  brought  on  his  defeat,  in  a  great  meafure, 
by  fome  errors  of  his  own,  yet  whatever  fmall  blemifh  his 
military  fkill  might  have  fuffered,  his  reputation  was  raif- 
ed  higher  than  ever,  in  the  opinion  of  all  judicious  men, 
by  the  noble  and  candid  manner  in  which  he  acknowledged 
his  miftake,  by  the  firmnefs  with  which  he  bore  his  mif- 
fortune,  and  by  thofe  aflonifhing  ftrokes  of  genius  and 
heroifm,  by  which  he  retrieved  his  lofs.  The  fmiles  of 
fortune  make  conquerors  j  it  is  her  malice  which  difcovers 
heroes. 

CHAP.    IV. 

Confequence  of  the  battle  of  Colin.  King  of  PruJJla  evacu- 
ates Bohemia.  Battle  of  Hajlenbeck.  Convention  of 
Clofer-feven.  Expedition  to  Rochjort.  Ruffians  enter 
Pruffia.  Aujlrians  beftege  Schweidnitz.  French  and 
Imperialijis  make  incur/ions  into  Brandenburgh.  Swedes 
enter  Pomerania.  Battle  of  Norkitten.  General  Leh- 
vjald  defeated.     Bad  condition  of  the  King  of  Prujpa. 

NEVER  was  the  old  obfervation,  une  bataille  per- 
due a  un  mauvais  cu,  more  verified  than  in  the  con- 
fequences of  the  unfortuate  battle  of  Colin.  Though  the 
King  retired  unpurfued  by  his  enemies,  he  was  obliged  to 
rejoin  his  own  army  before  Prague  without  delay,  and  to 
raife  the  blockade  of  that  place.  The  imprifoned  Auftrians 
with  joy  received  Count  Daun  their  deliverer,  and  their 
united  forces  became  greatly  fuperior  to  the  Pruffians. 
The  King  was  in  a  ftiort  time  obliged  to  evacuate  Bohemia, 
and  take  refuge  in  Saxony.  The  Auftrians  harafTed  him  as 
much  as  poflible ;  but  their  armies,  notwithstanding  their 
great  fuperiority,  were  not  in  a  condition  from  their  late 
iufferings  to  make  any  decifive  attempt  upon  him,  as  the 

E  frontiers 
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frontiers    of    Saxony    abound    with    fituations   eafily   de- 
fended. 

The  King  of  Pruflia's  misfortunes  now  poured  in  upon 
him   at  once,  and  from  every  quarter.     The  army  com- 
manded by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  continually  re- 
tired before  the  French,  after  they  had  pafled  the  Wefer, 
came  however  to  a  relblution  to  make  a  (land  at  Haften- 
beck,  within  a   few    miles   of  Hammelen,  where    it   was 
judged  that  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  enemy  might  be 
the   leafl:   prejudicial ;  but  notwithstanding  the   advantage 
of  the  Situation,  the  bravery  of  the  Hanoverians,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  Duke,  the  allied  army  was  driven  from  the 
field  of  battle,  and  retreated  towards  Stade.     By 
July  25.    taking  this  route  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  driven 
into  a  fort  of  cut  de  fac.     Unable  by  his  fituation 
to  retire,  or  by  his  ftrength  to  advance,  he  Was  compelled 
to  fign   the  remarkable  capitulation   of  Clofter- 
Sept.  7.    feven,  by  which  38,000  Hanoverians  laid  down 
their   arms,    and   were   difperfed   into  different 
quarters    of    cantonment.      The   French    army    had     a 
little    before    this    changed    its    commander.      D'Etrees, 
the  favourite  of  all  the  military  men,  was  removed  from 
the  command,  which  was  conferred  on  the  Duke  de  Rich- 
lieu,  who  excelled  him  and  all  mankind  in  the  profeflion  of 
a  courtier.     The  Hanoverians  were  now  quite   fubdued, 
and  all   the  French  force,  let  loofe  by  this  treaty,  was  rea- 
dy to  fall  in  upon  the  King  of  Pruffia's  dominions. 

An  enterprize  was  concerted  in  England  againfl  the  coafl 
of  France,  to  make  a  diverfion  in  his  favour,  by  drawing 
a  part  of  the  French  army  to  the  defence  of  their  own 
country.  England  propofed  to  compafs  another  great  de- 
fign,  and  which  me  had  equally  at  heart,  by  the  expediti- 
on, which  was  to  give  an  effectual  blow  to  the  marine  of 
France.  The  deftination  of  this  armament  was  kept  a  pro- 
found fecret,  and  whilft  it  exercifed  the  penetration  of  all 
the  politicians  of  Europe,  it  filled  France  with  the  moft 
ferious  alarms.  The  Englifh  fleet  at  laft  appeared  before 
Rochfort.  Some  time  was  fpent  before  it  could 
Sep.  21.  be  refolved  what  plan  was  to  be  followed  in  the 
attack  ;  at  laft  it  was  refolved  to  fecure  the  fmalt 
ifle  of  Aix,  from  whence  fome  obftruction  was  apprehend- 
ed to  their  landing.  The  ifland  was  foon  reduced  ;  but  aa 
a  good  deal  of  time  was  confumed  in  thefe  deliberations  and 

actions, 


1757*  "The  History  of  the  War.  %*j 

actions,  the  militia  of  the  country  had  time  to  gather,  and 
there  was  an  appearance  of  two  camps  on  the  more.  The 
commanders  now  took  into  confideration  the  badnefs  of  the 
coaft,  the  danger  of  landing,  the  time  the  enemy  had  to 
put  the  place  in  fuch  a  pofture  of  defence,  as  might  make 
any  fudden  attempt,  or  coup  de  main,  unfuccefsful :  in 
confequence  of  thefe  deliberations,  they  unanimouily  re- 

folved  to  return  without  making  any  attempt. 
Sep.  29.     The  difappointment  of  the  nation  was  equal  to 

the  fanguine  hopes  we  had  conceived  ;  nothing 
could  exceed  the  general  difcontent.  The  military  men 
blamed  the  plan  of  the  expedition.  The  Minifters,  and 
with  them  the  public  voice,  exclaimed  at  the  execution. 
A  court  of enquiry,  of  officers  of  reputation,  cenfured  the 
commander;  a  court  martial,  of  officers  of  reputation, 
acquitted  him.  The  expedition  ferved  only  in  England  to 
increafe  and  imbkter  our  diffentions,  and  to  turn  our  at- 
tention to  vain  difputes.  It  did  nothing  towards  relieving 
the  King  of  Pruffia. 

The  Ruffians,  who  had  made  for  a  long  time  a  dilatory 
march,  and  feemed  uncertain  of  their  own  refolutions,  all 
at  once  haftened  their  motions.  They  entered  the  Ducal 
Pruffia  under  M.  Apraxin  and  General  Fermer,  and  mark- 
ed their  progrefs  by  a  thoufand  inhuman  cruelties.  A  large 
body  of  Auflrians  entered  Silelia,  and  penetrated  as  far  as 
Breflau.  Then  they  made  a  turn  backwards,  and  laid  fiege 
to  the  important  fortrefs  of  Schweidnitz,  juftly  confidered 
as  the  key  of  that  dutchy,  which  was  the  caufe  of  the  war. 
Another  body  entered  Lufatia,  and  made  themfelves  maf- 
ters  of  Zittau.  Twenty-two  thoufand  Swedes  pierced  in- 
to the  Pruffian  Pomerania,  took  the  towns  of  Anclam  and 
Demmein,  and  laid  the  whole  country  under  contributions. 
Richlieu,  freed  from  all  oppofition  on  the  fide  of  Hanover, 
made  his  way  into  Halberftad,  and  the  old  marche  of 
Brandenburgh,  firft.  exacting  contributions,  and  then  plun- 
dering the  towns.  The  army  of  the  Empire,  reinforced  by 
that  of  the  Prince  de  Soubife,  after  many  delays,  was  at  lafl 
on  full  march  to  enter  Saxony  ;  this  left  the  Auftrians  at  li- 
berty to  turn  the  greateft  part  of  their  forces  to  the  reducti- 
on of  Silefia.  General  Haddick  pierced  through  Lufatia, 
paffed  by  the  Pruffian  armies,  and,  fuddenly  prefenting 
himfelf  before  the  gates  of  Berlin,  laid  the  King  of  Pruflla's 
capital  under  contribution  ;  and  though  he  retired  on  the 
E  2  approach 
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approach  of  a  body  of  Pruffians,  yet  he  flill  kept  poffeffion 
of  his  former  port,  in  order  to  interrupt  the  communicati- 
on of  the  King  with  Silefia.  The  fate  which  feemed  to 
have  threatened  the  Emprefs  fome  months  ago,  was  now 
looked  upon  as  the  certain  lot  of  her  antagonift.  All  his  en- 
deavours to  retrieve  his  affairs  had  hitherto  been  equally- 
brave  and  unfuccefsful.  General  Lehwald  had  orders  at 
any  hazard  to  engage  the  Ruffians :  with  thirty  thoufand 
he  attacked  double  that  number  ftrongly  entrenched,  at  a 

place  called  Norkitten  ;  but  after  feveral  of  thofe 
Aug.  30.  wonderful   efforts,    which   the   Pruffians    alone 

knew  how  to  make,  he  was  compelled  to  retire  ; 
but  he  retired  in  excellent  order,  without  being  purfued, 
having  killed  five  times  more  of  the  enemy,  than  he  had 
loft  of  his  own  men,  and  more  formidable  after  his  defeat, 
than  the  Ruffians  after  their  viclory.  The  King  of  Pruffia 
exerted  himfelf  upon  every  fide  ;  his  enemies  almoft  always 
fled  before  him  ;  but  whilft  he  purfued  one  body,  another 
gained  in  fome  other  part  upon  him,  and  the  winter  came 
on  faft,  as  his  ftrength  decayed,  and  his  adverfaries  multi-? 
plied  from  every  quarter.  The  following  letter,  which  ap- 
peared in  the  public  papers  about  this  time,  paints  the  con-* 
dition  of  that  diftreffed  monarch,  in  fo  full  a  manner,  that 
I  fhall  attempt  no  other  description  of  it. 

"  Many  perfons,  who  faw  the  King  of  Pruffia,  when 
he  pafled  lately  through  Leipfic,  cannot  exprefs  how  much 
he  is  altered.  They  fay  he  is  fo  much  worn  away,  that 
they  fcarce  knew  him.  This,  indeed,  is  not  to  be  won-* 
dered  at ;  he  hath  not  a  body  of  iron,  like  Charles  XII. 
and  he  endures  as  great  fatigues  as  he  did.  He  is  as  much 
on  horfeback  as  Charles  was,  and  often  lies  upon  the 
ground.  His  inward  fufferings  cannot  be  lefs  than  his  ouN 
ward  :  let  us  caft  our  eyes  on  a  map  of  the  Pruffian  domi- 
nions ;  and  meafure  what  he  hath  left  of  the  many  fair  pof- 
feffions  he  had  in  the  month  of  April  laft,  of  which  a  fpace 
of  feven  months  hath  ftript  him.  Whence  can  he  have 
men  ?  he  is  fhut  out  from  the  Empire  ;  and  from  whence 
can  he  draw  money  ?  the  dutchy  of  Guelders,  the  dutchy 
of  Cleves,  the  principality  of  Mocrs,  the  county  of  Lin- 
gen,  the  county  of  Lipftadt,  the  principality  of  Minden, 
Eaft-Friefland,  Embdcn,  and  its  infant  company,  part  of 
the  archbifhoprick  of  Magdeburgh,  fome  other  parts  of 
the  marche,  Ducal  Pomcrania,  a  great  part   of  Silefia,  a 

great 
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great  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Pruflia,  Berlin  itfelf,  almoll: 
all  his  dominions,  in  fhort,  are  either  taken  from  him,  or 
laid  under  contribution,  and  poflefled  by  his  enemies,  who 
collect  the  public  revenues,  fatten  on  the  contributions,  and 
with  the  money  which  they  draw  from  the  electorate  of 
Hanover,  and  other  conqueits  defray  the  expences  of  the 
war.  This  picture  certainly  differs  greatly  from  that  which 
the  King  of  Pruflia  might  have  fketched  out,  the  day  he 
took  arms  to  enter  Saxony.  Add  to  this  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland's convention,  which  deprived  him  of  all  his  allies, 
and  left  him  without  any  aflirtance  whatever,  excepting 
four  or  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  fterling,  which  the 
Britim  parliament  may  give  him.  Add  likewife  fome  do^ 
meftic  uneafinefTes." 

CHAP.     V. 

fiat  tie  of  Rojbacb.  Schweidnitz  taken  by  the  Au  fir  tans. 
Prince  of Bevem  attacked  in  bis  entrenchments.  Brejlau 
taken  by  the  Auftrians.  King  of  Prujfia  marches  to 
Silefta.  The  battle  of  Liffa.  Brejlau  retaken.  Auftri- 
ans driven  out  of  Silefta. 

THIS  was  the  King  of  Pruflia's  titration,  when  the 
will  of  Providence,  and  his  own  wonderful  abilities, 
as  wonderfully  changed  the  fcene.  His  majeftv  deferred 
to  bring  on  a  decifive  action,  diftreiTed  as  his  affairs  were, 
until  the  approach  of  winter  ;  had  he  marched  to  attack. 
the  Imperial  army,  whilft  it  was  at  a  confiderable  diftance, 
he  mull  either  have  left  Saxony  expofed  to  the  infults  of 
the  Auitrian  parties,  or  have  greatly  weakened  his  own 
forces  employed  in  the  principal  action.  He  therefore  fuf- 
fered  the  army  of  the  Empire  to  advance  to  the  frontiers 
of  Milhia,  and  even  to  threaten  the  ilege  of  Leipfic,  be- 
fore he  began  to  act  againfl  them :  he  however  moved  to- 
wards them,  leaving  an  army  in  Luiatia  to  obferve  the 
Auftrians.  On  his  firft  motions,  the  enemy  retired  with 
precipitation.  But  when  they  had  reinforced  themfelves 
with  numbers  and  courage  fufficient  to  perfuade  them  to 
advance,  the  King  of  Pruflia  in  his  turn  retired.  His  re- 
solution feemed  to  have  been  to  fight  as  near  Mifnia  as  pof- 
fible,  and  as  deep  in  the  winter  as  he  conveniently  might  ; 
for  if  he  (hould   have  the  good  fortune  to   fucceed  againfr 

the 
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the  Imperial  army,  fuch  a  blow,  at  fuch  a  feafon,  would 
effectually  difable  them  from  acting  any  thing  to  his  preju- 
dice, for  that  year  at  lead  ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  he 
mould  fail,  Saxony  was  at  hand,  in  which  it  would  prove 
difficult  for  the  enemy  to  make  any  imprefTion  whilft  the 
winter  continued.  As  for  the  time  to  be  loft  by  following 
this  plan,  and  the  advantage  it  would  afford  the  Auftrians 
in  their  defigns  on  Silefia,  they  were  not  to  be  compared 
with  the  advantages  which  the  King  received  from  it.  He 
knew  that  Schweidnitz  was  ftrong,  and  excellently  provi- 
ded ;  the  prince  of  Bevern  was  ftrongly  ported  near  it  to 
obftrucl:  the  enemy's  operations ;  the  winter  would  lean 
heavier  on  the  beflegers  ;  and  on  the  whole,  he  had  reafon 
to  truft  that  his  troops,  animated  by  his  own  prefence  and 
example,  would  prove  far  fuperior  to  the  enemy,  in  endu- 
ring all  the  hardfhips  of  a  winter  campaign. 

After  fome  time  fpent  in  various  movements,  between 
the  allied  army  of  the  Imperialifts  and  French  on  one  fide, 
and  the  Pruflians  on  the  other,  the  King  refolved  to  give 
battle  to  his  enemies,  who  were  now  advanced  to  the  con- 
fines of  Mifijia.  On  the  24th  of  October,  the  King  had 
taken  his  resolution  ;  at  that  time  his  army  happened  to  be 
divided  into  feveral  corps,  fome  of  them  at  a  diftance  of  no 
lefs  than  twenty  leagues  afunder  ;  yet  fuch  were  the  fpirit 
and  excellent  difpofition  of  the  Pruflians,  that  the  junction 
of  all  thefe  corps  were  fully  effected  on  the  27th,  and  the 
J£ing  advanced  towards  the  enemy.  The  enemy  fell  back 
at  his  approach,  and  repafled  the  Sala  ;  they  were  followed 
XT  clofe.     The  two  armies  met  near  the  village  of 

N0V-5-     Rofbach. 

The  united  army,  commanded  by  the  prince  of  Saxe 
Hilburghaufen  and  the  prince  of  Soubife,  was  50,000  men 
compleat.  But  the  troops  of  the  Circles  were  new  railed, 
and  many  of  them  not  well  affected  to  the  fervice,  nor  to 
their  French  allies.  The  Pruflians  did  not  amount  to 
25,000  ;  but  then  they  were  Pruflians,  and  led  on  by  the 
King  of  Pruflia.  As  foon  as  the  armies  were  formed,  and  the 
battle  going  to  begin,  which  was  to  decide  the  fate  of  fo 
many  nations,  and  to  determine  between  force  and  virtue, 
the  King  of  Pruflia  addreffed  his  troops  nearly  in  the  fol- 
lowing words. 

"  My  dear  friends,  the  hour  is  come,  in  which  all  that 
l,c  is,  and  all  that  ought   to  be   dear  to  us,  depends  upon 
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"  the  fwords  which  are  now  drawn  for  the  battle.  .  Time 
"  permits  me  to  fay  but  little  ;  nor  is  there  occafion  to 
"  fay  much.  You  know  that  there  is  no  labour,  no  hun- 
"  ger,  no  cold,  no  watching,  no  danger,  that  I  have  not 
"  fhared  with  you  hitherto  ;  and  you  now  fee  me  ready  to 
"  lay  down  my  life  with  you,  and  for  you.  All  I  afk,  is 
"  the  fame  pledge  of  fidelity  and  affection  that  I  give.  And 
<c  let  me  add,  not  as  an  incitement  to  your  courage,^  but 
**  as  a  teftimony  of  my  own  gratitude,  that  from  this 
"  hour,  until  you  go  into  quarters,  your  pay  (hall  be  dou- 
"  ble.  Acquit  yourfelves  like  men,  and  put  your  confi- 
"  dence  in  God."  The  effect  of  this  fpeech  was  fuch  as 
cannot  be  defcribed.  The  general  emotion  burft  in  an  uni- 
verfal  fhout,  and  the  looks  and  demeanor  of  the  men  were 
animated  to  a  fort  of  heroic  phrenfy.  In  this  difpofition, 
which  prognosticated  the  fuccefs,  engagement  began. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  action,  the  French  cavalry  came 
on  with  great  fpirit,  but  they  were  repulfed  ;  fome  regi- 
ments having  gained  an  eminence,  defended  themfeives 
bravely,  but  in  the  end  they  were  totally  routed.  The  in- 
fantry, both  French  and  Imperialifts,  made  but  a  faint  re- 
fiftance.  The  King  of  PrufTia  in  perfon,  expofed  to  the 
hottefl  fire,  led  on  his  troops  ;  the  enemy  gave  way  in  eve- 
ry part  ;  they  were  feized  with  a  panic,  and  fled  in  the  ut- 
moft  diforder.  They  left  3000  men  dead  on  the  field  of 
battle  ;  63  pieces  of  cannon,  and  many  colours.  Eight  French 
Generals,  250  officers  of  different  ranks,  and  6000  private 
men  were  taken.  Night  alone  faved  from  total  deftru<5tion 
the  Scattered  remains  of  an  army  that  in  the  morning  was  fo 
numerous  and  fo  formidable. 

I  have  not  undertaken  on  this,  nor  mall  I  undertake  upon 
any  other  occafion,  in  thefe  preliminary  chapters,  to  enter 
into  the  detail  of  all  the  various  manoeuvres  of  every  battle  ; 
they  are  matters  little  underftood  by,  and  little  intereding 
to,  the  generality  of  readers.  Beiides,  the  accounts  are 
fometimes  inaccurate,  and  feldom  or  never  confident  with 
each  other. 

The  glorious  fuccefs  of  the  battle  of  Rofoach,  was  fuch 
as  hardly  wanted  to  be  improved  ;  the  enemy  was  left  to- 
tally incapable  of  aclion.  The  King  was  fe£  free  on  that 
fide  ;  but  it  was  a  freedom  which  gave  him  no  refpite  from 
his  labours  ;  it  only  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  undergo- 
ing:. 
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ing  new  labours  in  another  part.  The  Auftrians  had  a  vaft 
force,  and  had  now  begun  to  make  a  proportionable 
progrefs  in  Silefia.  The  dependence  which  the  King 
had  upon  the  fidelity  of  his  Generals  there,  feemed 
fhaken  by  fomething  which  then  appeared,  and  ftill 
feems  ambiguous  in  their  conduct  The  Auftrians  after  a 
fiegefrom  the  27th  of  October  to  the  nth  of  November, 
carried  on  under  infinite  difficulties  and  with  a  prodigious 
lofs,  had  reduced  Schweidnitz,  and  obliged  the  Pruflian 
garrifon  of  4000  men  to  furrender  prifoners  of  war.  Soon 
after,  as  they  had  intelligence  of  the  victory  of  Rofbach, 
and  knew  that  the  King  of  Prutfia  was  on  full  march  to  the 
relief  of  Silefia,  the  Auftrians  refolved  to  lofe  no  time  to  at- 
tack the  prince  of  Bevern  in  his  ftrong  camp  under  the 
walls  of  Breflau.  A  treble  fuperiority  incited  them  to  this 
attempt.  They  attacked  the  prince's  army  with  great  refo* 
lution,  and  their  attack  was  fuftained  with  amaz- 
Nov.  22.  ing  intrepidity.  The  ilaughter  of  the  Auftrians 
was  prodigious.  A  great  part  of  their  army  had 
retired  from  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  reft  were  preparing 
to  retire  ;  when  all  at  once  the  Pruflian  Generals  unexpect- 
edly took  the  fame  refolution.  A  part  of  their  army  had 
fuffered  a  great  deal  in  the  engagement.  They  became  ap- 
prehenfive  of  a  total  defeat  in  cafe  their  intrenchments 
mould  be  forced  in  any  part.  With  thefe  ideas  they  re- 
treated from  the  ftrong  poft  they  occupied,  and  retired  be- 
hind the  Oder.  The  Auftrians  returning,  with  aftonifh- 
ment  faw  themfelves  mafters  of  the  field  of  battle,  which 
they  had  but  juft  been  obliged  to  relinquish.  What  is  re- 
markable, and  what  gave  rife  to  many  conjectures,  the 
prince  of  Bevern  going  to  reconnoitre  without  efcort,  and 
attended  only  by  a  groom,  was  taken  two  days  after  the 
battle  by  an  advanced  party  of  Croats,  a  fmall  body  of  whom 
had  crofted  the  Oder. 

This  advantage,  though  dearly  bought,  was  immediate- 
mq  ly   followed  with  many  others.     Breflau,  the  ca- 

4*  pital  of  Silefia,  immediately  furrendered,  v/here, 
as  well  as  at  Schweidnitz,  they  found  vaft  ftores  of  provifi- 
on,  ammunition  and  money.  All  Silefia  was  on  the  point 
of  falling  into  their  hands.  Fortune  feems  every  where  to 
have  thrown  the  King  of  Pruftia's  affairs  into  diftraction, 
in  order  to  raifc,  and  as  it  were,  to  round  his  glory  in  efta- 
blifhing  them  ;  and  to  have  been  even  fo  jealous  of  his  ho- 
nour 
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nour  as  not  to  permit  his  own  excellent  generals  and  incom- 
parable troops  to  triumph  any  where  but  in  his  own  pre- 
tence. 

The  King  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Rofbach,  with 
thofe  troops  which  he  had  a  few  days  before  collected  from 
places  an  hundred  miles  diftant  from  each  other,  began  a 
march  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  more,  and  led  them 
from  engaging  one  fuperior  army,  to  engage  another  ftill 
more  fuperior  ;  from  danger  to  hardmip,  and  from  hard- 
fhip  to  renewed  danger.  In  a  moft  rapid  march  he  parted 
through  Thuringia,  through  Mifnia,  through  Lufatia,  in 
fpite  of  the  efforts  of  the  Generals  Haddick  and  Marmal, 
who  were  ported  in  Lufatia  to  obftruct  him  ;  and  entering 
Silefla  arrived  the  2d  of  December  at  Parchwitz  upon  the 
Oder.  Here  he  was  joined  by  the  prince  of  Bevern's  corps 
who  crofTed  that  river  to  meet  him. 

About  this  time  an  incident  happened  which  was  very 
remarkable ;  one  of  thefe  agreeable  adventures  that  relieve 
the  mind  amidft  the  perpetual  horror  that  attends  a  narra- 
tive of  battles  and  bloodfhed.  The  garrifon  of  Schweid- 
nitz  had  feen,  with  the  greateft  reluctance,  the  capitulati- 
on which  bound  their  hands  from  the  fervice  of  their  King 
and  country.  Whilft  the  Aurtrians  were  conducting  them 
to  prifon,  on  their  route  they  chanced  to  hear  of  the  vic- 
tory their  mafter  had  gained  at  Rofbach  ;  animated  with 
this  news,  they  unanimoufly  rofe  upon  the  efcorte  which 
conducted  them,  and  which  happened  not  to  be  very  rtrong, 
and  entirely  difperfed  it.  Thus  freed,  they  marched  on 
not  very  certain  of  their  way,  in  hope  to  rejoin  fome  corps 
of  the  Pruffian  troops.  The  fame  fortune  which  freed 
them,  led  them  directly  to  the  army  commanded  by  the 
King  himfelf,  which  was  haftening  to  their  relief.  Great 
was  the  joy  on  both  fides  at  this  unexpected  meeting,  for 
the  prifoners  had  heard  nothing  of  his  majefty's  march. 
This  little  incident,  whilft  it  added  a  confiderable  ftrength 
to  the  army,  added  likewife  to  its  fpirit,  and  feemed  an 
happy  omen  of  fuccefs  in  the  future  engagement. 

As  his  Pruffian  majefty  approached  to  Breflau,  the  Auf- 
trians  confiding  in  their  fuperiority,  abandoned  their  ftrong 
camp  (the  fame  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  prince  of 
Bevern)  and  refolved  to  give  the  King  battle.  He  was 
marching  with  the  utmoft  diligence  not  to  difap- 
DeCr  5.     point  them  >  and  they  met  near  the   village  of 

F  Leuthen, 
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Leuthen.     The  ground  which  the  Auftrians  occupied  was 
very  advantageous,  and  every  advantage  of  the  fituation 
was  improved  to  the  utmoft,  by  the  diligence  and  (kill  of 
Count  Daun  ;  who  remembring  that  he  was  the  only  Ge- 
neral who  had  ever  carried  the  field  from  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia,  knew  better  than  any  body  how  difficult  it  was  to  ob- 
tain   fuch  a   victory.     All  the  difpofitions  were  made  ac- 
cordingly ;  the  ground  they  occupied  was  a  plain,  except 
that  in  fome  parts  it  had  fmall  eminences  ;  thefe  they  fur- 
rounded  with  artillery ;  the  ground  was    alfo  interfperfed 
with  thickets,  which  they  fought  to  turn  to  their  advantage. 
On  their  right  and  left  were  hills  on  which  they  planted 
batteries  of  cannon.     The  ground  in  their  front  was  inter- 
fered by  many  caufeways  ;  and  to  make  the  whole  more 
impracticable,  the  Auftrians  had  felled  a  vaft  many  trees, 
and  fcattered  them  in  the  way.     The  King  of  Pruffia  was 
not  terrified  with  this  fituation,  nor  with  the  confcioufnefs 
that  above  70,000  excellent  troops,  commanded  by  Count 
Daun,  were  fo   pofted.     The  Pruflians,  who  did  not   ex- 
ceed, as  it  is  faid,  36,000  men,  attacked  them  with   their 
ufual  refolution.     It  was  almoft  impoffible,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  engagement,  for  the  Pruflian  horfe  to  act,  on 
account  of  the  impediments  we  have  juft  mentioned,  but  a 
mod  judicious  difpofition  of  the  King  himfelf  overcame 
that  difadvantage  ;  he  had    in  his  firfb   difpofitions   placed 
four  battalions  behind  the  cavalry  of  his  right  wing,  fore- 
feeing  that  General  Nadafti,  who  was  placed  with  a  corps 
de  referve  on   the  enemies  left,  defigned  to    take  him   in 
flank.     It   happened   as  he   had   forefeen ;  that  General's 
horfe  attacked  the  King's  right  wing  with  great  fury  ;  but 
he  was  received  with  fo  fevere  a  fire  from  the  four  battali- 
ons, that  he  was  obliged  to  retire  in  diforder.     Then  the 
King's  flank  well  covered  and  fupported,  was  enabled  to  act 
with  fuch  order  and  vigour,  that  the  enemy's  right  was 
obliged  to  give  way.     The   Pruflian  artillery,  which  was 
incomparably  ferved,  and  filenced  that  of  the  enemy,  con- 
curring to  maintain  the  King's  infantry,  and  to  enable  them 
to  act  in  grounds  where  their  horfe  could  give  them   but 
little  afliftance.     The  Auftrians  made  a  gallant   refiftance 
during  the  whole  battle.     The  panic  of  the  enemy  did  not 
here,  as  at  Rofbach,  do  half  the  bufinefs  ;  every  foot  of 
ground  was  well  difputed.     The  Auftrians  rallied  all  their 
-forces  about  Leuthen,  which  was  defended  upon  all  fides 

with 
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with  intrenchments  and  redoubts.  After  reiterated  attacks 
made  with  the  utmoft  impetuofity,  and  fuftained  with  great 
firmnefs,  the  Pruflians  mattered  the  poft ;  then  the  Auftri- 
ans  fled  on  all  parts ;  they  were  entirely  routed.  The 
King  purfued  them  to  LifTa.  6000  of  the  Auftrians  were 
flain,  15,000  were  made  prifoners;  and  an  immenfe  artil- 
lery, upwards  of  200  pieces  of  cannon,  were  taken. 

This  great  and  decifive  action  was  fought  on  the  very 
fame  day  of  the  next  month  after  the  no  lefs  important  and 
decifive  battle  of  Rofbach.  The  confequences  that  follow- 
ed the  action  of  Leuthen,  declared  the  entirenefs  of  the 
victory.  Notwithstanding  the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  the  fiege 
of  Breflau  was  immediately  undertaken,  and  profecuted  with 
fuch  fpirit,  that  by  the  29th  of  December  it  furrendered  ; 
and  with  it  furrendered  the  garrifon  of  13,000  men  prifo- 
ners of  war ;  the  blockade  of  Schweidnitz  was  formed  as 
clofely  as  the  inclemency  of  the  winter  would  permit ; 
whilfl  the  PrufTian  parties  not  only  re-pofTefled  thofe  parts 
of  Silefia  which  belonged  to  the  King,  but  penetrating  into 
the  Auftrian  divifion,  reduced  Jagerndorf,  Troppau,  and 
Tetfchen,  and  left  to  the  Emprefs  Queen,  except  a  forlorn 
garrifon  in  Schweidnitz,  no  fort  of  footing  in  that  country, 
in  which  a  few  days  before  fhe  reckoned  her  dominion  per- 
feftly  eftablifhed. 

CHAP.    VI. 

Ruffians  and  Swedes  retire.  Hanoverians  refume  their  arms. 
Cruelty  of  the  French.  Condition  of  their  army.  Cajile 
of  Hamburg  befteged.  Re-capitulation  of  ihe  events  of  the 
year  1757. 

AS  the  misfortunes  of  his  PrufTian  Majefty,  after  the 
battle  of  Colin,  came  on  him  all  at  once*  fo  his  fuc- 
teffes,  after  his  victories  at  Rofbach  and  LifTa,  flowed  upon 
him  all  at  once  iikewiie,  and  m  a  full  tide.  The  Ruffians, 
though  they  had  repulfed  General  Lehwald,  furTered  fo 
much  in  that  action,  and  their  barbaro::s  method  of  mak- 
ing war  had  fo  deflroyed  the  country,  .ha:  rhey  feemed  to 
themfelves  to  have  no  way  of  fafety  left  but  in  retiring  out 
of  the  PrufTian  territories.  This  extraordinary  retreat  of 
fo  great  an  army,  and  fo  laie'y  victorious,  and  ftill  pofTeffed 
of  a  good  fea-port  in  the  country,  could  fcarcely  be  account- 
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cd  for  on  thofe  motives  we  have  afligned,  and  aftonifhed  all 
Europe,  whilft  it  left  Gen.  Lehwald  at  liberty  to  turn  his 
arms  into  Pomerania  againft  the  Swedes.  The  Swedes  on 
this  occafion  did  nothing  worthy  of  their  ancient  military 
fame  ;  but  every  where  retiring,  left  the  Pruflians  an  eafy 
conqueft,  not  only  of  the  Pruflian  but  of  every  part  of  the 
Swedifh  Pomerania,  excepting  the  port  of  Stralfund  ;  they 
left  their  allies  of  Mecklenbourg  quite  expofed  to  all  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  King  of  Pruflia,  who  chaftifed  them  with 
the  mod  fevere  contributions  and  levies.  The  French, 
who  had  been  ravaging  the  old  marche  of  Brandenburg, 
evacuated  that  country  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Rof- 
bach.  But  one  of  the  greateft  revolutions  of  fortune  in  the 
war,  and  one  of  the  moft  glorious  and  important  confe- 
quences  of  that  victory,  was,  that  the  Hanoverian  troops 
were  enabled  to  refume  their  arms. 

From  the  moment  the  capitulation  of  Clofter-feven  was 
figned,  the  Duke  de  Richlieu,  who  came  to  the  command 
only  to  reap  the  advantages,  and  fully  the  honour  of  ano- 
ther's conqueft,  feemed  to  think  of  nothing  but  how  to  re- 
pair, from  the  plunder  of  the  unhappy  Hanoverians,  the 
fortune  which  he  had  mattered  by  a  thoufand  vices.  The 
moft  exorbitant  contributions  were  levied  with  the  moft  in- 
flexible feverity ;  every  exaction,  which  was  fubmitted  to, 
only  produced  a  new  one  {till  more  extravagant ;  and  all 
the  orderly  methods  of  plunder  did  not  exempt  them  from 
the  pillage,  licentioufnefs,  and  infolence  of  the  French  fol- 
diery.  However,  in  juftice  to  merit,  we  muft  exempt  from 
this  general  charge  the  conduct  of  the  Duke  de  Randan, 
Governor  of  Hanover  for  the  French ;  who  faved  the  ca- 
pital of  the  electorate  from  utter  ruin  by  the  ftrictnefs  of  his 
difcipline,  by  the  prudence,  the  juftice  and  moderation  of 
all  his  conduct ;  a  conduct  which  does  more  real  honour  to 
his  name,  than  the  moft  fplendid  victories. 

The  Duke  de  Richlieu's  rapacioufnefs  and  oppretfion,' 
whilft  they  leaned  fo  heavily  on  the  conquered  people,  did 
the  conquering  army  no  kind  of  fervice.  Intent  only  on 
plunder,  which  he  did  not  confine  to  the  enemy,  he  relaxed 
every  part  of  military  difcipline  ;  and  that  numerous  army 
which  M.  d'Etrees  had  iuftained,  and  brought  in  health  and 
fpirits  through  the  difmal  defarts  of  Weftphalia,  under  all 
theoppofition  of  a  (kilful  adverfary,  were  now,  in  full  peace, 
in  the  quiet  poffefiion  of  a  conquered  and  plentiful  country, 

reduced 
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reduced  in  their  numbers,  decayed  in  their  health,  and  their 
fpirits,  without  cloaths,  without  fubfiftence,  without  order, 
without  arms.  In  this  condition  they  began  at  laft  to  pei> 
ceive  that  the  Hanoverians,  with  the  yoke  of  the  capitula^ 
tion  about  their  necks,  were  ftill  formidable.  As  they  had 
broke  almoft  every  article  of  that  treaty,  they  made  no  tem- 
ple to  add  another  breach  in  order  to  fecure  them  in  all  the 
reft.  They  attempted  actually  to  take  their  arms  from  the 
Hanoverian  and  Heflian  troops  Thefe  gallant  troops,  who 
had  with  a  filent  grief  and  indignation  feen  the  diftrefTes  of 
their  ruined  country,  were  ravifhed  to  find  that  the  victory 
at  Rofbach  encouraged  their  fovereign  to  refent  at  laft  this 
and  all  the  other  indignities  they  had  fuffered.  They  began 
to  collect  and  to  act,  and  under  the  command  of  the  gallant 
Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  reinforced  with  a  body  of 
Pruflian  troops,  they  broke  from  their  confinement.  They 
reduced  the  town  of  Harburg,  and  laid  clofe  fiege  to  the 
caftie,  which  it  muft  be  owned  was  defended  very  bravely. 
In  all  other  refpects  the  French  did  not  feem  in  a  condition 
to  maintain  their  ground  any  where.  Thofe  troops,  which 
a  few  months  before  had  fo  fubmitted  as  to  make  it  necef- 
fary  to  declare  that  they  were  not  pr  if  oners  of  war  in  order 
to  explain  their  condition,  were  now  on  the  point  of  pufh- 
ing  their  adverfaries  to  almoft  the  fame  ftreights.  Such 
was  the  force  of  French  military  difcipline,  and  fuch  the 
triumphs  of  Voltaire's  hero. 

The  King  of  Pruftia  now  faw  the  full  effect  of  his  coun- 
fels  and  his  labours.  His  dominions  were  freed ;  his  allies 
were  enabled  to  affift  him ;  and  his  enemies  defeated,  broken, 
and  flying  every  where  before  him.  In  what  light  pofterity 
will  view  thefe  things  is  uncertain  ;  we,  under  whofe  eyes, 
as  we  may  fay,  they  were  atchieved,  fcarcely  believed  what 
we  had  feen.  And  perhaps  in  all  the  records  of  time,  the 
compafs  of  a  fingle  year,  on  the  fcene  of  a  fingle  country, 
never  contained  fo  many  ftriking  events,  never  difplayed  fo 
many  revolutions  of  fortune  ;  revolutions  not  only  beyond 
what  might  have  been  expected,  but  far  beyond  what  the 
moft  fagacious  forefight,  reafoning  from  experience,  and  the 
nature  of  things,  could  pofllbly  have  imagined.  The  King 
of  Pruflia  at  hrft  triumphant :  the  whole  power  of  the  Au- 
ftrians  totally  defeated  ;  their  hopes  utterly  ruined  :  then 
their  affairs  fuddenly  re-eftablifhed,  their  armies  victorious, 
and  the  King  of  Pruflia  in  his  turn  hurled  down;  defeated; 

abandoned 


g£  The  History  of  the  War.  1757, 

-abandoned  by  his  allies ;  furrounded  by  his  enemies ;  on 
the  verv  edge  of  defpair  :  then  all  at  once  raifed  beyond  all 
hope,  he  Ices  ,he  united  Auftrian,  Imperial,  and  French 
power  levelled  with  the  ground  ;  40,000  Hanoverians,  a 
whole  armv,  fu'omit  to  80,000  French,  and  are  only  not  pri- 
foners  of  war.  The  French  are  peaceable  matters  of  all  the 
country  between  the  Wefer  and  the  Elbe  :  anon,  thefe  fub- 
dued  Hanoverians  refume  their  arms ;  they  recover  their 
country,  and  the  French  in  a  little  time  think  themfelves 
not  fecure  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Rhine.  500,000  men  in 
action.  Six  pitched  battles  fought.  Three  great  armies 
annihilated.  The  French  army  reduced  and  vanquifhed 
without  fighting.  The  Ruffians  victorious,  and  flying  as  if 
they  had  been  vanquifhed.  A  confederacy,  not  of  fmaller 
potentates  to  humble  one  great  power,  but  of  five  the  great- 
eft  powers  on  earth  to  reduce  one  fmall  potentate  ;  all  the 
force  of  thefe  powers  exerted  and  baffled.  It  happened  as 
we  have  related  ;  and  it  is  not  the  hiftory  of  a  century,  but 
of  a  fingle  campaign. 

CHAP.     VII. 

Preparations  for  an  expedition  to  Louijbourg.  Laid  aftdtr 
Fort  William-Henry  taken.  Exploits  of  Admiral  Watfoi. 
and  Colonel  Clive  in  India.  Chandenc.gore  a  French  fort 
taken.  Victory  over  the  Nabob.  Nabob  taken  and  be- 
headed. Revolution  in  Bengal.  Treaty  advantageous  to 
the  Eaf -India  compatiy.     Admiral  Watfon  dies. 

WITH  regard  to  the  part  wc  had  in  the  tranfa&ions 
of  this  year,  though  it  was  not  fo  full  of  ftriking 
events,  nor  does  it  afford  fuch  a  fplendid  fubject  for  narra- 
tive, yet  it  is  as  interefting  to  an  Englifh  reader,  and  may 
perhaps  prove  more  inftructive  ;  as  it  ihews  us  in  fo  ftrong 
a  light,  the  miferable  confequences  of  our  political  divifions, 
which  produced  a  general  unfteadinefs  in  all  our  purfuits, 
and  infuied  alangour  and  inactivity  into  all  our  military  ope- 
rations. For,  whtMl  our  commanders  abroad  knew  not  who 
were  to  reward  their  fervices  or  punifh  their  neglects,  and 
were  not  allured  in  what  light  even  the  beft  of  their  actions 
would  be  confidered,  (having  reafon  to  apprehend  that  they 
might  not  be  judged  of  as  they  were  in  themfelves,  but  as 
their  appearances  might  anfwer  the  and  of  fome  ruling  fac- 
tion ;) 
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tion  ;)  they  naturally  wanted  that  firmnefs  and  that  enter- 
prising refolution,  without  which  the  heft  capacity,  and  in- 
tentions the  mod  honeft,  can  do  nothing  in  war.  The  at- 
tachment of  moll  men  to  their  parties,  weakened  their  af- 
fection to  their  country.  It  has  been  imagined  that  mini- 
fters  did  not  always  wifh  fuccefs  even  to  their  own  fchemes, 
left  obnoxious  men  mould  acquire  credit  by  the  execution 
of  them ;  as  it  was  fufpected  that  officers  even  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  own  reputation,  did  not  exert  their  faculties 
to  the  utmoft,  left  a  difagreeable  minifterial  fyftem  fhould 
eftablifh  the  credit  of  its  counfels  by  the  vigour  of  their 
operations.  For  my  part,  I  think  that  thefe  refinements,  in 
which  there  is  often  as  much  malice  difcovered  as  penetra- 
tion, have  carried  the  matter  infinitely  too  far.  But  certain 
it  is,  that  the  fpirit  of  perfonal  parties  and  attachments,  ne- 
ver carried  to  greater  lengths  than  at  that  time,  proved  of 
very  bad  confequences,  if  it  had  no  other  effect  than  to 
raife  and  to  give  a  colour  to  fuch  fufpicions  as  we  have  firft 
mentioned.  Whatever  was  the  caufe,  it  is  moft  certain, 
that  our  fuccefs  in  America  this  year,  no  more  anfwered  to 
the  greatnefs  of  our  preparations  and  our  hopes  than  it  did 
in  the  two  preceding. 

The  attack  upon  Crown  Point,  which  had  been  a  princi- 
pal object  of  our  attention  in  the  beginning,  feemed  at  this 
time  to  be  laid  afide  ;  and  an  expedition  to  Louilbourg,  un- 
doubtedly a  more  confiderable  object  in  itfelf,  fupplied  its 
place.  Lord  Loudoun  was  to  command  the  land  forces  in 
this  expedition;  Admiral  Holborn  the  navy.  The  former 
left  New  York  with  a  body  of  6000  men,  and  fail- 
ed to  Halifax,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  latter,  July  o. 
who  had  failed  from  Corke  on  the  7th  of  May  with 
a  confiderable  fleet,  and  much  the  fame  number  of  land 
forces,  which  his  lordfhip  had  brought  from  New  York. 
When  the  united  armies  and  fleets  were  on  the  point  of  de* 
parting  for  Louifbourg,  news  arrived  at  Halifax,  that  the 
Breft  fleet  confifting  of  feventeen  mips  of  the  line  befides 
frigates,  with  great  fupplies  of  military  ftores,  provisions, 
and  men,  were  arrived  at  the  harbour  which  they  were  pre- 
paring to  attack.  This  news  immediately  fufpended  their 
preparations.  Councils  of  war  were  held  one  after  Another. 
The  refult  of  the  whole  was,  that  as  the  place  v.  as  ib  well 
reinforced,  the  fleet  of  the  French  rather  fuperiour  to  our 
navy,  and  the  feafon  fo  far  advanced,  it  was  the  more  pru- 
dent 


40  *The  History  of  the  War.  1757. 

dent  courfe  to  defer  the  enterprife  to  a  more  favourable  op- 
portunity. This  refolution  feems  to  have  been  the  mod 
eligible  in  their  circumftances,  becaufe  the  council  of  war 
was  almoft  unanimous  in  it. 

Lord  Loudoun  returned  to  New  York,  and  the  Admiral 
now  freed  from  the  care  of  the  tranfports  fet  fail  for  Louif- 
bourg,  in  hopes  as  it  was  faid,  of  drawing  the  French  fleet 
to  an  engagement.  But  upon  what  grounds  this  hope  was 
conceived,  I  confefs  I  cannot  fee  ;  as  it  could  not  be  ima- 
gined, that  the  French  fleet  having  no  fort  of  occafion  to 
fight  in  order  to  protect  Louifbourg,  would  chufe  out  of  a 
bravado  to  bring  on  an  unneceflary  battle.  However  it 
was,  the  Englifh  fquadron  continued  to  cruize  off"  that  har- 
bour until  the  25th  of  September,  when  they  were  overtaken 
by  a  terrible  ftorm,  in  which  one  of  our  ihips  was  loft,  eleven 
difmafted,  and  the  reft  returned  to  England  in  a  very  fhat 
tered  condition.  This  was  the  end  of  the  expedition  to 
Louifbourg  from  which  fo  much  was  expected.  But  it  was 
not  the  worft  confequences  which  attended  it. 

Since  Ofwego  had  been  taken,  the  French  remained  en- 
tirely mafters  of  all  the  lakes,  and  we  could  do  nothing  to 
obftruct  their  collecting  the  Indians  from  all  parts,  and 
obliging  them  to  a£t  in  their  favour.  But  our  apprehenfions, 
(or  what  fhall  they  be  called  ?)  did  more  in  favour  of  the 
French  than  their  conquefts.  Not  fatisfied  with  the  lofs  of 
that  important  fortrefs,  we  ourfelves  abandoned  to  the  mer- 
cy of  the  enemy  all  the  country  of  the  Five  Nations,  the 
only  body  of  Indians  who  preferved  even  the  appearance  of 
friendfhip  to  us.  The  forts  we  had  at  the  Great  carrying 
Place  were  demolimed ;  Wood  Creek  was  induftrioufly 
flopped  up  and  filled  with  logs  ;  by  which  it  became  evident 
to  all  thofe  who  knew  that  country,  that  our  communication 
with  our  allied  Indians  was  totally  cut  off;  and  what  was 
worfe,  our  whole  frontier  left  perfectly  uncovered  to  the 
irruption  of  the  enemies  favages,  who  foon  availed  them- 
i'elves  of  our  errors.  For  after  the  removal  of  thefe  barriers, 
and  the  taking  of  Fort  William-Henry,  of  which  we  fhall 
fpeak  prefently,  they  deftroyed  with  fire  and  fword  the  fine 
fettlements  which  we  pofleflfed  on  the  Mohawks  river  and 
on  thofe  grounds  called  the  German  flats.  Thus  with  a 
vaft  increafe  of  our  forces,  and  the  cleareft  fupcriority  over 
the  enemy,  we  only  abandoned  our  allies,  expofed  our  peo- 
ple, and  relinquished  a  large  and  valuable  tract  of  country. 

The 
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The  French  foon  made  us  feel  effe&ually  the  want  of  what 
we  had  loft,  and  what  we  had  thrown  away. 

A  confiderable  fort  called  Fort  William-Henry,  had  been 
built  on  the  fouthern  edge  of  the  Lake  George,  in  order  to 
command  that  lake,  and  to  cover  our  frontiers ;  a  garrifon 
of  2500  men  defended  it.  General  Webb  with  about  4000 
men  was  pofted  at  no  great  diftance.  No  fooner  had  the 
French  learned  that  my  Lord  Loudoun  with  the  body  of  the 
army  was  gone  on  the  Louifbourg  expedition,  than  they  pre- 
pared to  take  advantage  of  his  abfence.  They  drew  toge- 
ther all  the  forces  which  they  had  at  Crown-Point,  Ticon- 
deroga,  and  the  adjacent  pofts ;  they  added  a  confiderable 
body  of  Canadians,  and  a  greater  number  of  Indians  than 
they  had  ever  yet  employed ;  the  whole  made  near  8oco 
men.  With  thefe  and  a  very  good  artillery,  Monfieur 
Montcalm  prepared  to  befiege  Fort  William-Henry.  It  is 
faid  that  the  advances  of  this  commander  were  not  made 
with  fo  much  fecrecy  as  to  prevent  General  Webb  from 
having  early  intelligence  of  his  motions  ;  but  unfortunately 
no  credit  being  given  to  this  intelligence,  orders  were  not 
fent  to  collect  the  militia  in  fufficient  time,  which  in  con- 
jun£tion"with  his  own  forces,  and  with  thofe  in  the  fort,  had 
either  obliged  the  French  to  relinquifh  their  attempt,  or  ta 
have  made  it  a  very  great  hazard.  But  the  fiege  being 
now  regularly  formed,  and  the  befiegers  meeting 
but  little  oppofition  from  within,  and  no  diftur-  Aug.  3. 
bance  at  all  from  without,  the  place  was  in  fix 
days  furrendered  bv  the  advice  of  General  Webb ;  9th. 
whofe  intercepted  letter  M.  Montcalm  fent  into 
the  fort. 

The  garrifon  marched  out  with  their  arms,  and  engag- 
ed not  to  ferve  during  eighteen  months.  The  French  fa- 
vages  paid  no  regard  to  the  capitulation,  but  falling  upon 
our  men  as  they  marched  out,  dragged  away  the  little 
effects  they  had  left,  hawling  the  Indians  and  Blacks  in 
our  fervice  out  of  their  ranks,  fcalping  fome,  carrying  off 
others,  and  committing  a  thoufand  outrages  and  barbari- 
ties, from  which  the  French  commander  endeavoured  in 
vain  to  reftrain  them.  All  this  was  fuffered  by  2000  men 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  from  a  diforderlv  crew  of  fa- 
vages.  However,  the  greateft  part  of  our  men,  though  in 
a  bad  condition,  got  to  Fort  F.dward,  fome  by  flight;  fome 
having  fu/rendered  themfelves   to    the    French,    were  by 
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them  fent  home.  The  enemy  demolifhed  the  fort,  car- 
ried off  the  provifton,  ammunition,  artillery,  and  the  vef- 
fels  which  we  had  prepared  on  the  lake,  and  departed 
without  attempting  any  thing  farther.  Neither  was  any 
thing  farther  attempted  on  our  fide.  And  thus  was  finifh- 
ed  the  third  campaign  in  North  America,  where  we  had 
actually  near  20,000  regular  troops,  a  great  number  of 
provincial  forces,  and  a  great  naval  power  of  upwards  of 
twenty  mips  of  the  line. 

A  war  between  the  maritime  powers  Is  felt  in  all  parts  of 
the  world.      Not  content  with  inflaming  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica, the  difTentions  of  the  French  and  Englifh  purfued  the 
tracls  of  their  commerce,  and  the  Ganges  felt  the  fatal  ef- 
fects of  a  quarrel  on  the   Ohio.  ;    But  here   the  fcene  is 
changed  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  our  nation ;   the  bra- 
very of  Admiral  Watfon  and  Colonel  Clive,  re-eftablifhed 
the  military  honour  of  the  Englifh,  which  was  finking  there 
as  it  had  done  in  all  other  places.     Admiral  Watfon  with 
no  more  than  three  mips  of  the  line,  failed  from  Madrafs, 
and  after  a  tedious,  voyage  arrived  at  the  port  of 
Dec.  5.     Balafore  in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  where  {length- 
ening his  force  with  what  recruits  he  could  draw 
together,  he  entered  the  Ganges,  and  after  a  fhort  refinance 
made   himfelf   mailer  of  Bufbudgia  fort  which 
Jan.  30.    commanded  that  part  of  the  river.     This  opened 
him  a  paflage  to  the  fort  of  Calcutta,  the  late  prin- 
cipal fettlement  of  the  company  in  Bengal,  and  the  fcene  of 
the  deplorable  fufferings   of  fo  many  of  our  unfortunate 
countrymen.     Animated  with  revenge  at  the  affecting  fight 
of  this  place,  our  mips  and  land  forces  attacked  it  with  fo 
much  fpirits,  that  the  Indians   furrendered  it  on  the  fame 
day  it  was  approached.      A  few  days  after  Hugly,  fituated 
higher  up  the  Ganges,  was  reduced  with  as  little  difficulty. 
The  Nabob,  who  faw  that  the  torrent  of  the  Englifh  va- 
lour could  not  be  refitted  by  fuch  feeble  dams  as  forts  de- 
fended by  Indians,  drew  down  a  whole  army  confifting  of 
10,000  horfe,  and    12,000  foot,   to  drive  them  from  their 
conquefts.     Infinitely  inferior  as  our  troops  were  in  number, 
they  did  not  hefitate  to  attack  the  Nabob's  army. 
Feb.  5.     Though  our  forces  did  not  entirely  rout  the  In- 
dians, yet  they  made  a  great  flaughter  amongft 
fchem ;    and  they  had  fo  much  the  advantage  of  the  field, 
,        that  the  Nabob  was  in  a  fhort  time  glad  to  con- 
^    '     elude  a  treaty  of  peace,   by   which  the  Englifh 
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Fart-India  company  was  re-eftablifhed  in  all  its  antient  pri^ 
vileges  ;  an  immunity  from  all  taxes  was  granted,  and  a 
reftitution  promifed  for  all  that  the  trade  had  fuffered  in  the 
taking  of  Calcutta. 

When  all  obftruc~T.ion  on  the  fide  of  the  Indians  was  re- 
moved, and  the  company's  officers  had  taken  pofTefiion  of 
their  antient  eftablifhments,  the  Admiral  turned  his  arms 
againft  the  French.  He  refolved  to  attack  Chandenagore, 
fituated  fomewhat  higher  on  the  river  than  Calcutta  ;  a 
place  of  confiderable  ftrength  and  the  principal  fettlement 
of  the  French  in  that  part  of  the  Eaft-Indies.  In  this  ex- 
pedition Colonel  Clive  commanded  700  Europeans  and  1600 
Black  foldiers.  The  Admirals  Watfon  and  Pocock  com- 
manded the  deet,  if  it  may  be  called  a  fleet,  which  confided 
of  no  more  than  three  fhips  of  the  line,  the  Kent,  the  Ty- 
ger,  and  -the  Salifbury.  The  French  prepared  in  the  befl 
manner  they  could  to  receive  them,  and  funk  feveral  large 
veflels  both  above  and  below  their  fort ;  but  the  Admiral 
having  by  carefully  founding  found  a  fafe  paffage  without 
being  driven  to  the  necefli'ty  of  weighing  up  any  of  the 
fhips,  made  fo  fevere  a  fire  upon  the  fort,  in  which  he  was 
feconded  by  Colonel  Clive's  batteries  onthe  more, 
that  the  place  capitulated  in  left  than  three  hours.  May  24. 
500  Europeans  and  700  Blacks  furrendered  prifo- 
ners  of  war;  183  pieces  of  cannon  were  found  in  the 
place,  befides  a  confiderable  value  in  goods  and  money. 
Four  forts  coft  our  troops  no  more  than  four  days  to  reduce 
them. 

The  judicious  timeing  of  thefe  feveral  operations,  as  well 
as  thole  which  followed,  was  not  iefs  laudable  than  the  gal- 
lant fpirit  with  which  they  were  executed.  Before  the 
French  were  alarmed,  care  was  taken  to  re-poffefs  all  the 
pods  we  formerly  held  ;  to  humble  the  Nabob  by  fome  ef- 
fectual blow  ;  and  by  a  treaty  tie  up  his  hands  from  acting 
tigainft  us.  This  Prince  had  mewed  himfelf  from  the  mo- 
ment of  his  figning  that  treaty,  very  little  inclined  to  abide 
-by  the  (tipulations  he  had  made.  He  indeed  promifed 
abundantly,  but  always  deferred  the  performance  upon  fuch 
frivolous  pretences,  as  evidently  demonftrated  his  ill  inten- 
tions. The  Englifh  commanders  underitood  this  proceed- 
ing perfectly  well ;  hut  they  refolved  to  difTemble  their  fenfe 
of  it,  until  they  had  broken  the  French  power  in  this  pro- 
vince,, which  they  ttad  greater  reafon  to  dread,   fmall  as  it 
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was,  than  all  the  armies  of  the  Nabob.  When  they  had 
fully  accomplifhed  this  by  the  taking  of  Chandenagore,  they 
deliberated  whether  they  ought  not  to  re-commence  hoftili- 
ties  with  the  Indians.  A  refolution  in  the  affirmative  had 
been  attended  with  great  difficulty  and  danger,  if  a  mod 
fortunate  incident  had  not  helped  to  enfure  fuccefs. 

The  Nabob  Suraja  Doula,  the  fame  who  had  the  laft  year 
taken  Calcutta,  had  fhewn  to  his  own  fubje&s  the  fame  vi- 
olent and  perfidious  fpirit,  which  formerly  and  dill  diftrefled 
the  Englifh.  His  Generals  were  moftly  difcontented,  and 
fome  of  them  entered  into  a  confpiracy  againfl:  him.  Jaffier 
Ali  Cawn  one  of  his  principal  officers,  a  man  of  great  power 
and  intereft,  was  at  the  head  of  this  confpiracy.  As  foon 
as  their  defigns  were  ripened,  they  communicated  them  to 
the  Englifh  government  in  Calcutta,  praying  their  afliftance. 
The  chiefs  there  did  not  hefitate  long  what  party  they 
fhould  take;  they  entered  into  a  treaty  with  Jaffier  Ali  Cawn 
and  the  confpirators ;  and  in  confequence  of  this  treaty,  our 
troops  immediately  took  the  field  under  Colonel  Clive.  The 
Admiral  undertook  to  garrifon  the  fort  of  Chandenagore 
with  his  feamen,  in  order  to  leave  the  greater  number  of 
land  forces  for  the  expedition.  A  detachment  of  fifty  fea- 
men with  their  officers  were  added  to  ferve  as  gunners.  A 
twenty  gun  fhip  was  ftationed  above  Hugly,  in  order  to 
preferve  a  communication  between  Colonel  Clive  and  the 
Admiral. 

Their  preliminary  meafures  being  thus  judicioufly  taken, 
they  advanced  up  the  river,  and  in  a  few  days  brought  the 
Nabob's  army  of  about  20,000  men,  exclufive  of  thofe  who 
favoured  the  confpirators,  to  an  action,  which  was 
June  22.  decifive  in  favour  of  the  Englifh.  Two  confider- 
able  bodies  commanded  by  Jaffier  and  Roy  Dolub 
remained  inactive  in  the  engagement.  The  Nabob  feeing^ 
himfelf  ruined  by  the  treachery  of  his  officers  and  the  cow- 
ardice of  his  troops,  fled  with  the  few  who  continued  faith- 
ful to  him. 

Jaffier  Ali  Cawn  now  declared  himfelf  openly  ;  and  en- 
tering Muxadavat  the  capital  of  the  province  with 
26.    an  army  of  his  friends  and  victorious  allies,  he  was 
placed  by  Colonel  Clive  in  the  antient  feat  of  the 
Nabobs,  and  received  the  homage  of  all  r?.nks  of  people  as 
Suba  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orixa.      The  depofed  Nabob 
was  foon  after  made  prifoner,  and  put  to  death  in  his  prifon 
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by  the  conqueror.  In  about  thirteen  days  this  great  revo- 
lution was  accomplished  ;  and  with  lefs  force  and  trouble 
than  is  often  required  to  take  a  petty  village  in  Germany, 
was  transferred  the  government  of  n  vaft  kingdom,  yieldino- 
in  its  dimenfions  to  few  in  Europe,  but  to  none  in  the  ferti- 
lity of  its  foil,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  rich- 
nefs  of  its  commerce.  By  the  alliance  with  the  new  Nabob 
and  by  the  reduction  of  Chandenagore,  the  French  were 
entirely  driven  out  of  Bengal  and  all  its  dependencies.  This 
was  one  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty.  By  the  other  articles, 
a  perpetual  alliance  offenfive  and  defenfive  was  made  be- 
tween the  parties.  The  territories  of  the  company  were 
enlarged,  and  upwards  of  two  millions  fterling  was  ftipu- 
lated  to  be  paid  as  an  indemnification  to  the  Eait-India  com- 
pany, and  the  fufferers  in  the  taking  of  Calcutta.  The  new 
Nabob,  full  of  gratitude  to  thofe  to  whom  he  owed  his  dig- 
nity, gave,  befides  the  above  large  fums,  about  600,00a 
pounds,  as  a  gratuity  to -the  fea  fquadron  and  the  troops. 
However  fhort  of  expectation  our  enterpriies  in  America  fell 
this  year,  thofe  in  the  Eaft-Indies  greatly  exceeded  every 
thing  we  could  hope  from  the  forces  which  were  employed. 
And  it  may  be  doubted  whether  all  the  great  powers  en- 
gaged in  the  prefent  bloody  wars  in  Europe,  in  which  fuch 
torrents  of  blood  are  fpilled,  and  fo  many  millions  of  trea- 
fure  are  wafted,  will  in  the  conclufion  reap  amongft  them  fo 
much  folid  profit  as  the  Englifh  Eaft-India  company  did  with 
a  handful  of  men  in  a  fhort  campaign.  The  joy  of  the  na- 
tion at  thefe  fignal  fucceiles,  was  not  a  little  damped  by  the 
death  of  Admiral  Watfon,  who  loft  his  life  by  the 
unwholefomenefs  of  the  country,  in  which  he  had  Aug.  16. 
eftablifhed  a  great  and  lafting  reputation.  Colonel 
Clive  ftill  lives  to  enjoy  the  fortune  and  honour  be  has  ac- 
quired by  his  gallant  actions. 

CHAP.     VIII. 

French  retire  out  of  Hanover.  The  taking  of  Hoy  a.  Mitt- 
den  taken.  Dtjlrefs  of  the  French.  Generofity  of  the 
Duke  de  Randan.  The  French  retire  heyond  the  Rhine. 
Recovery  of  Embden   by   Commodore  Holmes, 

i"<8.      ALL  the    ^ocdflied   °f  tne  kft   campaign  in 

'    A  Germany,    and  thofe   lofles   which  both  the 

victorious  and  vanquifhed  felt  fo  very  feverely,  produced  no 

overtures 
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overtures  towards  peace  from  any  of  the  powers  at  war. 
And  perhaps  nothing  fo  fingular  ever  happened,  as  that  fo 
many  dates,  united,  if  not  againft  their  real  interefts,  yet 
againft  all  their  former  habits  of  connection,  full  of  fo  ma- 
ny occafions  of  jealoufy,  abounding  with  matter  of  com- 
plaint againft  each  other,  and  even  involved  in  misfortunes 
which  ufually  deftroy  a  mutual  confidence,  that  not  one  of 
thefe  powers  either  from  fear,  or  hope,  or  wearinefs,  or 
levity,  defifted  from  their  hoftilities  againft  the  King  of 
Pruflia ;  nor  did  that  monarch  acquire  one  ally  more  by 
the  admiration  of  his  fuccefles,  than  he  had  formerly  gain- 
ed through  compafTion  to  his  misfortunes.  All  the  confe- 
derates preferved  the  fame  attachment  to  each  other,  to 
him  the  fame  animcfitv.  It  is  equally  a  matter  of  great  ad- 
miration, how  the  refources  even  of  thefe  great  ftates, 
could  keep  pace  with  their  ambition,  and  in  a  very  few 
months  fupply  the  place  of  great  armies  almoft  wholly  de- 
ftroyed.  The  Kingof  PruiTia  by  his  victories  had  added  to 
his  natural  refources.  Thefc  refources  were  more  conside- 
rable than  is  commorrfy  imagined  ;  and  the  pofTerTion  of 
Saxony  which  yielded  him  great  fupplies,  faved  his  own 
revenue.  He  was  indeed  not  quite  fo  frefh  as  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  ;  but  then  the  condition  of  the  enemy 
was  in  many  refpe&s  far  worfe  than  his.  His  trc*jps  had 
befides  acquired  a  high  reputation  and  a  clear  fuperiority 
over  all  others.  The  consideration,  however,  of  an  ar- 
my greatly  harraffed,  and  a  moft  fevere  winter,  obliged  him 
to  reftrain  his  ardor,  and  to  attempt  nothing  againft  the 
Auftrians  in  the  months  of  January,  February,  and  March. 
The  fame  inaction  owing  to  much  the  fame  caufes,  pre- 
vailed amongft  the  Hanoverians  for  a  little  time  :  but  hav- 
ing been  reinforced  about  the  middle  of  February  by  a  bo- 
dy of  Pruflian  horfe,  they  put  their  whole  army  once  more 
in   motion. 

The  Duke  de  Richlieu  had  been  recalled,  and  the  Count 
of  Clermont  now  commanded  the  French  troops.  This 
was  their  third  commander  in  chief  within  the  r'pace  of  a 
year  ;  a  circumftance  alone  fufficient  to  mew  the  unfteadi- 
nefs  of  their  councils,  and  the  irregularity  of  their  opera- 
tions. In  effect,  they  every  where  retreated  before  the 
Hanoverians,  whofe  main  body  marched  on  the  right  to 
the  country  of  Bremen  ;  whilft  a  fecond  body  under  Gene- 
ral Zaftrow  kept  on  the  left  towards  Gifforn.     They  pufn- 
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«d  the  French  from  poft  to  pod.  They  obliged  them  to 
evacuate  Otterfberg,  Bremen,  and  Werden.  The  caftle 
of  Rotterfberg  was  taken  in  fix  hours.  A  confiderable  de- 
tachment under  Count  Chabot  was  ported  at  Hoya,  a  ftrong 
fort  upon  the  Wefer,  and  a  place  of  fuch  confequence 
that  prince  Ferdinand  refolved  to  diflodge  the  enemy  from 
it.  He  appointed  for  that  fervice  the  hereditary  prince  of 
Brunfwick,  with  four  battalions  of  foot  and  ibme  light 
horfe.  This  prince,  not  twenty  years  of  age,  had  already 
entered  into  the  courfe  of  glory  under  the  aufpices  of  his 
uncle,  and  full  of  ardor  to  fignalize  himfelf,  with  joy  em- 
braced the  occafion :  and  here  he  gave  an  earneft  of  his 
fame,  in  one  of  the  moft  lively  and  bell  conducted  actions 
in  the  war.  The  firft  fruits  of  this  young  hero  were  fuch  as 
would  have  done  honour  to  the  maturity  of  the  moft  expe- 
rienced foldier. 

The  prince  had  a  broad  and  deep  river  to  pafs.  He  had 
no  means  of  tranfporting  his  men,  but  a  Tingle 
float ;  fo  that  a  long  time  mud  be  fpent  in  get-  Feb.  23. 
ting  them  over  :  what  was  word,  before  half  his 
troops  were  paffed,  a  ftrong  wind  arofe,  which  rendered 
the  float  unferviceable,  and  entirely  cut  off*  all  communica- 
tion between  the  prince  and  the  moft  confiderable  number 
of  his  party,  whilft  the  party  he  was  going  to  attack  was 
fuperior  to  him,  had  his  whole  body  been  together.  In 
this  exigence  the  prince  came  to  a  refolution  worthy  of 
himfelf.  He  refolved  not  to  fpend  any  time  in  attempts  to 
bring  over  the  reft  of  his  troops,  much  lefs  to  make  any  at- 
tempts to  return  to  them  ;  but  to  urge  on  boldly,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  poflefs  the  enemy  with  an  opinion  of  his 
ftrength,  and  to  attack  them  brifldy  before  they  could  be 
undeceived.  Therefore,  between  four  and  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  they  marched  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  direcllv  to 
the  town  of  Hoya.  When  thev  had  approached  within  a 
mile  and  a  half  of  the  place,  another  accident  was  on  the 
point  of  defeating  the  whole  enterprife.  Their  detachment 
fired  by  miftake  upon  four  of  the  enemies  dragoons,  who 
were  patrolling;  the  firing  was  caught  from  one  to  another, 
and  at  laft  became  general.  This  feemed  more  than  enough 
to  difcover  their  motions  and  alarm  the  enemy.  But  the 
fame  fpirit  influenced  the  conduct  of  every  part  of  this  af- 
fair ;  a  bold  countenance  became  necefTary,  and  it  was  af- 
fumed  :  thev  marched  with   the  utmoft  diligence  to   the. 

town. 
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town,  and  encountered  the  enemy  at  the  bridge ;  a  fierce 
fire,  well  fupported  on  either  fide,  enfued.  The  ground 
was  fu'ch,  that  the  prince  could  not  bring  up  his  whole 
detachment  equally.  Senfible  of  this  difadvantage,  he  form- 
ed a  defign  to  overcome  it,  as  judicious  as  it  was  refolute, 
which  was  to  turn  the  enemy  by  attacking  them  in  the  rear  ; 
to  execute  this  defign,  it  was  neceflary  to  make  a  circuit 
about  the  town.  Every  thing  fucceeded  :  the  attack  on 
the  enemy's  rear  was  made  with  bayonets  fixed  ;  a  terrible 
flaughter  enfued.  The  French  abandoned  the  bridge,  and 
fled  in  confufion  :  the  prince  having  cleared  the  town  of 
the  enemy,  joined  the  party  he  had  left.  The  Count  de 
Chabot  threw  himfelf,  with  two  battalions,  into  the  caflle, 
with  a  refolution  to  maintain  himfelf  there  ;  but,  in  a  lit- 
tle time,  he  capitulated,  furrendering  the  place,  his  flores, 
and  magazines,  his  troops  being  permitted  to  march  out. 
The  prince,  who  had  no  artillery,  and  who,  on  account 
of  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  defpaired  of  bringing  up  hea- 
vy cannon,  fuffered  them  to  depart.  Six  hundred  and  feven- 
ty  men  were  made  prifoners  in  the  action,  and  a  place  of 
much  importance,  and  which  opened  a  paflage  over  the 
Wefer,  fecured  to  the  Hanoverians,  with  the  lofs  of  lefs 
than  100  men  killed  and  wounded.  I  have  dwelt  on  this 
action,  and  defcribed  it  as  particularly  as  I  could,  though 
nothing  decifive  in  itfelf,  becaufe  it  is  not  in  pitched  battles 
between  great  armies,  where  the  mod  mafterly  flrokes  of 
conduct  are  always  difplayed  ;  thefe  lefTer  affairs  frequently 
call  for  as  much  or  more  of  fagacity,  refolution,  and  pre- 
fence  of  mind,  in  the  commander  ;  yet  are  they  often  flightly 
palled  by,  as  matters  of  no  confequence,  by  the  generality 
of  people,  who  rather  confider  the  greatnefs  of  the  event, 
than  the  fpirit  of  the  acYion. 

Prince  Ferdinand  continued  to  advance,  with  his  right 
on  one  fide  of  the  Wefer,  and  his  left  on  the  other  ;  the 
French  continued  to  retire,  and  fuccefTively  abandoned  all 
the  places  they  had  occupied  in  the  electorate,  except 
]\  linden.  A  garrifon  of  4000  men  defended  that  place  ; 
but  it  was  clofely  inverted,  and  in  nine  days  the 
March      whole  garrifon  furrendered  prifoners  of  war.     Se- 

14.  veral  fkirmifhes  happened  between  the  advanced 
parties  of  the  Hanoverian  army  and  the  French, 
always  to  the  advantage  of  the  former.  The  wretched  con- 
dition of  the  French  troops  is  hardly  to  be  defcribed  or  ima- 
gined : 
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gined :  officers  and  foldiers  involved  in  one  common  diflrefs; 
the  officers  forgot  their  rank,  and  the  foldiers  their  obedi- 
ence ;  full  hofpitals,  and  empty  magazines  ;  a  rigorous  fea- 
fon,  and  bad  covering  ;  their  baggage  feized  or  abandoned, 
and  the  huflars  and  hunters  of  the  allied  army  continually 
haraffing,  pillaging,  and  cutting  them  off.  It  was  no  alle- 
viation to  their  mifery,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
which  they  abandoned,  were  reduced  to  the  fame  extremi- 
ties. The  favage  behaviour  of  fome  of  their  troops  at  their 
departure,  took  away  all  compaflion  for  their  fufferings ; 
but  this  was  not  univerfal.  The  Duke  de  Randan,  who 
commanded  in  Hanover,  quitted  the  place  with  the  fame 
virtue,  that  he  had  fo  long  held  it.  Refentment  had  no 
power  to  perfuade  him  to  aft  with  rigour,  in  the  adverfe 
turn  of  the  French  affairs,  than  the  pride  of  conquefl  had 
in  their  profperity.  When  he  had  orders  to  evacuate  the 
place,  there  were  very  confiderable  magazines  of  corn  and 
forage,  amafled  for  the  ufe  of  the  army ;  he  had  full  time 
to  burn  them,  and  he  had  precedents  enough  to  have  jus- 
tified the  a&ion  :  but  he  left  the  whole  in  the  hands  of  the 
magistrates,  to  be  gratuitoufly  diftributed  to  the  poor  :  he 
employed  all  his  vigilance  to  prevent  the  leaft  diforder 
amongft  his  troops,  and  was  himfelf  the  laft  man  that 
marched  out  of  the  town.  This  behavour,  which  did  fuch 
honour  to  his  name  and  country,  has  made  his  memory  for 
ever  dear  to  the  Hanoverians,  drew  tears  of  love  and  grati- 
tude from  his  enemies,  and  acknowledgments  from  the 
generous  prince  againft  whom  he  ferved. 

The  French,  through  extreme  difficulties,  marched  to- 
wards the  Rhine  in  three  columns.  The  feveral  fcattered 
bodies,  which  had  united  at  Munfter,  formed  the  right. 
The  body,  which  came  from  Paderborn,  and  which  was 
commanded  by  the  prince  of  Clermont  in  perfon,  march- 
ed in  the  middle.  The  forces  which  had  occupied  Hefle 
were  on  the  left.  In  this  order  they  reached  the  Rhine, 
which  they  all  pafied,  except  a  body  under  Count  Cler- 
mont, who  ftill  remained  at  Wefel,  and  refolved  to  main- 
tain that  poft.  The  French  army,  which  about  four 
months  before  had  pafied  the  Rhine  in  numbers,  and  in  a 
condition  to  make  the  mod  powerful  enemies  tremble ,  with- 
out any  adverfe  ftroke  of  war  whatfoever,  by  a  fate  almoft 
unparalleled,  now  repaffed  it  like  fugitives,  in  a  condition 
the  moit  deplorable,  reduced  to  lefs  than  half  their  original 

H  number, 
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number,  and  clofely  purfued  by  the  enemy,  which  they  had 
obliged  to  lay  down  their  arms. 

The  fame  ill  fortune,  and  the  fame  defpair  of  their  af- 
fairs, followed  them  every  where.  On  the  arrival  of  a 
fmall  Engliih  fquadron,  commanded  by  commodore  Holmes, 
before  Embden,  and  their  taking  an  advantageous 
March  fituation,  which  cut  off  the  communication  be- 
14.  tween  the  town  and  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ems  ; 
the  French  garrifon,  confiding  of  4000  men,  im- 
mediately evacuated  the  place.  As  foon  as  Mr. 
Holmes  difcovered  their  defign,  and  that  they  were  tranf- 
porting  their  artillery  and  baggage  up  the  river,  he  order- 
ed out  a  few  armed  boats  to  purfue  them.  Thefe  took 
fome  of  the  enemy's  veflels,  in  which  were  the  fon  of  an 
officer  of  diftinction,  and  a  confiderable  fum  of  money. 
The  commodore  without  delay  reflored  the  fon  to  his  fa- 
ther, and  offered  to  return  the  money,  on  receiving  the 
officer's  word  of  honour,  that  it  was  his  private  property. 
This  affair  is  mentioned,  not  only  to  do  juftice  to  the  judi- 
cious conduct  by  which  a  place  of  fo  much  confideration 
was  fo  eafily  carried,  but  alfo  to  that  generofity  of  fpirit, 
which  fo  nobly  diitinguifhes  almoft  all  thofe,  who  hold  any 
rank  in  our  fervice. 

CHAP.     IX. 

Alterations  in  the  French  minijlry.  "The  fate  of  the  Englifi 
affairs  in  the  year  1758.  Subfuly  treaty  with  the  King 
of PruJJia.  Affairs  of  Sweden  and  Rujpa.  Scbweidnitz 
taken.  King  of  PruJJia  enters  Moravia  and  invefls  01- 
mutz.  Conducl  of  Count  Daun.  Attacks  the  Pruffian 
convoy.  Siege  ofOlmutz  raifed.  King  of  PruJJia  marches 
into  Bohemia. 

WHILST  the  French  arms  fuffered  fuch  difgraces 
abroad,  they  endeavoured  by  an  alteration  of  their 
councils  at  home,  to  reftore  their  credit.  Their  minifters 
had  been  long  the  fport  of  female  caprice  ;  it  was  their 
power  of  pleafing  a  miitxefs  who  governed  their  King,  that 
alone  qualified  them  to  ferve  their  country.  Some  of  the 
moil  able  men  were  turned  out  of  their  employments  with 
difgrace ;  others  retired  from  the  publick  fervice  with  in- 
dignation ;  a  certain  low  character  had  for  a  long  time  ap- 
peared 
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peared  in  all  the  proceedings  of  France,  both  within  and 
without.  Even  in  their  domeftic  difputes,  and  where 
fomething  of  a  free  and  manly  fpirit  appeared,  this  fpirit 
evaporated,  and  fpent  itfelf  upon  unworthy  and  defpicable 
objects.  Thefe  contefh  which  involved  the  church,  the 
law,  and  the  crown,  weakened  them  all  ;  and  the  ftate 
felt  all  the  ill  effe&s  of  difunion  of  its  orders,  without  fee- 
ing an  augmentation  of  power  thrown  into  the  fcale  of  any. 
But  now  taught  by  their  misfortunes  and  difgraces,  they 
were  obliged  to  an  alteration  in  their  conduct :  they  were 
obliged  to  call  men  to  the  public  fervice  upon  public  prin- 
ciples ;  at  a  time  indeed,  when  in  many  refpe&s  things 
could  only  be  altered  not  mended  ;  and  wife  and  able  mi- 
nifters  could  do  little  more  by  their  penetration  and  public 
fpirit,  than  to  fee  and  lament  the  ruin,  caufed  by  the  want 
of  thofe  virtues  in  their  predeceflbrs.  The  duke  de  Belle- 
ille,  known  to  all  Europe  for  his  great  abilities,  and  his 
great  exploits,  was  at  length  placed  at  the  head  of  the  mili- 
tary department,  as  fecretary  at  war. 

There  appeared  in  the  common- ^prints  a  fpeech,  faid  to 
be  made  by  that  nobleman  in  council ;  which,  if  it  be  not 
authentic,  contains  at  leafl:  fuch  fentiments,  as  would  come 
not  unnaturally  from  a  French  patriot,  and  one  who  had 
ferved  his  king  and  country  with  honour  during  better 
times. 

"  I  know,  faid  he,  the  ftate  of  our  armies.  It  gives  me 
u  great  grief,  and  no  lefs  indignation:  for  befides  the  real 
"  evil  of  the  diforder  in  itfelf,  the  difgrace  and  infamy 
"  which  it  reflects  on  our  government,  and  on  the  whole 
"  nation,  is  dill  more  to  be  apprehended.  The  choice  of 
i(  officers  ought  to  be  made  with  mature  deliberation.  I 
"  know  but  too  well  to  what  length  the  want  of  difcipline, 
<c  pillaging  and  robbing  have  been  carried  on  by  the  officers 
"  and  common  men,  after  the  example  fet  them  by  their 
"  generals.  It  mortifies  me  to  think  I  am  a  Frenchman  ; 
n  my  principles  are  known  to  be  very  different  from  thofe 
"  which  are  now  followed.  I  had  the  fatisfa&ion  to  retain 
*■  the  efteem,  the  friendfhip  and  the  confideration,  of  all 
"  the  princes,  noblemen,  and  even  all  the  common  people 
"  in  all  parts  of  Germany  where  I  commanded  the  king's 
"  forces.  They  lived  there  in  the  midft  of  abundance  ; 
<c  every  one  was  pleafed ;  it  fills  my  foul  with  anguifh,  to 
H  find  that  at  prefent  the  French  are  held  in  execration  ; 
H  2  "  that 
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that  every  body  is  difpirited,  and  that  many  officers  pub- 
lickly  fay  things  that  are  criminal  and  highly  punifhable. 
The  ev;':  is  fo  great  that  it  demands  immediate  redrefs. 
I  can  eafily  judge,  by  what  pafles  in  my  own  breaft,  of 
what  our  generals  feel  from  the  fpeeches  they  muft  dai- 
ly hear  in  Germany,  concerning  our  conduct  ;  which 
indeed  would  lofe  much  to  be  compared  with  that  of  our 
allies.  I  muft  particularly  complain  of  the  delays  and 
irregularity  of  the  polls  j  a  fervice  which  is  very  ill  pro- 
vided for.  I  am  likewife  difpieafed  with  the  negligence 
of  our  generals  returning  anfwers  ;  which  is  a  manifeft 
breach  of  their  duty.  Had  I  commanded  the  army,  a 
thoufand  things  which  are  done,  would  not  have  been 
done  ;  and  others,  which  are  neglected,  would  have 
been  executed.  I  would  have  multiplied  my  communi- 
cations ;  I  would  have  had  ftrong  pcils  on  the  right,  on 
the  left,  and  in  the  centre,  lined  with  troops.  I  would 
have  had  magazines  in  every  place.  The  quiet  and  fatis- 
fa&ion  of  the  country  mould  have  been  equal  to  their  pre- 
fent  diffaffe&ion,  at  being  harafled  and  plundered ;  and  we 
mould  have  been  as  much  beloved,  as  we  are  at  prefent 
abhorred.  The  confequences  are  too  apparent  to  need 
being  mentioned.  I  muft  infift  on  thefe  things,  becaufe 
late  redrefs  is  better  than  the  continuation  of  the  evil." 
M.  deBelleifle  being  eftablifhed  in  his  office,  turned  all 
his  attention  to  the  cure  of  the  evils,  which  he  lameated  ; 
and  exerted  all  the  power  that  remained  in  the  nation,  to 
put  their  army  in  Germany  once  more  upon  a  refpectable 
footing.  The  expedition  into  Germany  was  originally  a 
meafure  as  contrary  to  the  true  interefts  of  France,  as  it 
was  of  juftice  and  equity;  but  having  adopted  that  meafure, 
the  confequences  which  arofe  feemed  to  demand  that  it 
mould  be  purfued  with  vigour.  Therefore  the  connection 
with  the  Emprefs  Queen  was  drawn  clofer  than  ever,  and 
nothing  was  omitted  to  give  a  greater  ftrength,  and  a  better 
order  to  the  army  on  the  Rhine.  But  thefe  endeavours 
which  {trained  all  the  finews  of  France,  already  too  much 
weakened  by  the  almoft  total  ruin  of  feveral  eflential  bran- 
ches of  their  trade,  drew  away  all  the  refources  neceflary 
to  fupport  their  navy.  It  was  then  in  a  fufficiently  bad 
condition,  from  a  want  of  feamen  and  ftores ;  and  there 
were  no  means  found,  or  little  attention  ufed,  to  reftore  it : 
fo  that  from  a  deficiency  in  the  marine,  it   feemed  to  be 
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equally  impracticable  to  feed  the  war  in  America,  or  to 
preferve  the  coaft  of  France  itfelf  from  infults.  Such  was 
the  condition  of  our  enemies,  at  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign of  1758. 

As  to  England,  far  from  being  exhaufled  by  the  war,  or 
difpirited  by  our  ill  fuccefs,  our  hopes  role  from  our  difap- 
pointments,  and  our  refources  feemed  to  be  augmented  by 
our  expences  ;  with  fuch  eafe  and  alacrity  were  the  necefTa- 
ry  fupplies  granted  and  raifed.  Many  errors  and  many 
abufes  which  the  war  difcovered  without  making  fatal, 
were  corrected.  The  fpirit  of  our  officers  was  revived  by 
fear  or  by  fhame.  Our  trade  was  well  protected  by  the 
fuperiority,  and  prudent  distribution  of  our  naval  force. 
The  revenue  was  frugally  managed,  and  the  whole  ftate 
well  cemented  and  bound  together  in  all  its  parts,  by  the 
union  of  the  administration,  by  the  patriotifm  which  ani- 
mated it,  and  by  the  entire  confidence  which  the  people 
had  in  the  prefiding  abilities  and  intentions.  As  France 
perfifted  in  her  attachment  to  the  enemies  of  his  Pruflian 
majefty,  Great  Britain  entered  into  ftill  clofer  engagements 
with  that  monarch,  the  luftre  of  whofe  virtues,  fet  off  by 
his  late  wonderful  fuccefles,  quite  turned  our  eyes  from  the 
objections  which  were  raifed  againft  the  confiftency  of  that 
alliance  with  our  interefls.  How  far  it  is  confident  with 
them,  is,  I  think,  a  much  more  difficult  point  to  fettle, 
than  the  adherents  to  either  party  feem  willing  to  allow. 
But  it  ought  to  be  confidered,  that  the  circumflances  of 
affairs  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  hardly  admitted  of  any 
other  choice  ;  it  had  been  the  height  of  madnefs  to  have 
been  on  ill  terms  with  his  Pruflian  majefly  at  that  time  ; 
and  it  was  impoflible  to  have  kept  good  terms  with  him, 
without  being  on  very  bad  ones  with  Vienna.  Things 
were  in  an  ill  Situation  ;  and  the  ballance  of  Germany  was 
in  danger  of  being  overfet,  what  party  foever  mould  pre- 
vail. It  was  impoflible  that  England  could  have  flood  neu- 
ter in  this  contefl: :  if  fhe  had,  France  would  not  have  imi- 
tated her  moderation ;  fhe  would  gladly  have  joined  with 
the  King  of  Pruflia  to  diftrefs  Hanover,  and  reduce  Auftria. 
Thefe  two  powers  fo  exerted,  would  doubtlefs  compafs 
their  end,  unlefs  we  interpofed  to  prevent  it;  and  we  muft 
fooner  or  latter  have  interpofed,  unlefs  we  were  refolved 
tamely  to  fee  France  and  her  allies  giving  laws  to  the  conti- 
nent.    In  a  word,  France  would  certainly  have  joined  with 
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one  party  or  the  other,  and  the  party  which  flic  joined, 
would  certainly,  by  that  union,  prove  dangerous  to  the 
common  liberty,  and  mud  therefore  be  oppofed  by  us ;  we 
mu ft  have  been  in  fpite  of  us  engaged  in  the  troubles  of 
Germany,  as  we  ever  have  been,  and  ever  mall  be,  as  long 
as  we  are  a  people  of  conf.deration  in  Europe.  The  alliance 
with  PrufTia  was  pointed  out  to  us  by  the  circumftance  of 
his  acting  on  the  defenfive.  The  King  of  PrufTia  medita- 
ted no  conquefts.  But  her  Imperial  majefty  indifputably 
aimed  at  the  recovery  of  Silefia,  which  was  to  difhirb  the 
fettled  order  of  things ;  and  this  defign  was  the  only  caufe 
of  the  troubles  in  that  part  of  the  world.  I  am  fenfible 
that  this  is  notwithstanding  all  that  may  be  faid,  a  queftion 
of  fome  intricacy,  and  requires  a  confideration  of  many 
more  particulars,  than  the  brevity  of  our  defign  will  allow. 
But  whether  we  chofe  our  party  in  this  alliance  judicioufly  or 
not,  we  have,  I  imagine,  very  great  reafon  to  be  pleafed 
with  a  meafure,  which  has  induced  France  to  engage  fo 
deeply  in  the  affairs  of  Germany,  at  fo  ruinous  an  expence 
of  her  blood  and  treafure.  Our  miniftry  was  at  this  time 
fully  convinced  of  the  prudence  of  the  choice  that  had  been 
made,  and  refolved  to  fupport  his  Prufllan  majefty,  and 
the  army  under  prince  Ferdinand,  in  the  rnoft  effectual 
manner  ;    100,000  1.  were  voted   for   the   Hanoverian   and 

HefTian  forces  ;  and  a  convention  between  the 
Ap.  11.     King  of  PruiTia,  and  his  Britannic  majefty,  was 

figned  in  London,  whereby  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  engages  to  pay  his  Prufllan  majefty  the  fum  of 
6705000 1.  fterling  ;  and  each  of  the  contracting  powers 
engaged  to  conclude  no  peace  without  the  participation  of 
the  other. 

The  northern  courts  made  no  alteration  in  their  fyftem. 
In  Sweden,  fome  real  plots  to  difhirb  the  eftablifned  con- 
stitution ended  in  the  ruin  of  their  contrivers  ;  fome  ficti- 
tious plots  were  fet  on  foot  to  give  a  fnn&ion  to  meafures 
againft  the  crown  party,  which  anfwered  their  ends  ;  and, 
as  the  ruling  power  continued  the  fame,  and  the  internal 
difienfions  the  fame,  the  hoflilittes  againft  the  King  of 
PrufTia  were  refolved  with  the  former  animoftty,  but  pro- 
mifed  to  be  purfucd  with  the  former  languor.  In  Ruftia, 
the  Emprefs  did  not  think  her  intentions  well  feconded  by 
her  minifters.  The  great  delays,  and  the  unaccountable 
retreat  in  the  laft  campaign,  gave  ground  to  fufpect,  that 
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(he  had  been  betrayed  by  her  minifters,  or  her  generals. 
M.  Apraxin  was  moved  from  the  command,  and  was  put 
under  arrefl:.  He  juftified  his  conduct  by  exprefs  orders 
from  Count  Beftuchef.  Beftuchef  was  removed  from  his 
office,  and  put  under  arrefl:  alfo.  Count  Woronzoff  fuc- 
ceeded  Befluchef  in  his  employment,  and  the  generals 
Brown  and  Fermor  took  the  command  of  the  army  in  the 
place  of  Apraxin. 

As  foon  as  the  feafon  permitted  the  King  of  PruiTia  to 
re-commence  his  operations,  he  laid  fiege  to 
Schweidnitz,  and  puihed  it  with  fo  much  vigour,  April  3. 
that  the  place  furrendered  in  thirteen  days.  The 
garrifon  reduced  by  ficknefs  during  the  blockade,  and  by 
their  lofles  during  the  fiege,  from  feven  to  little  more  than 
three  thoufand  men,  yielded  themfelves  prisoners  of  war. 
Bv  this  ftroke,  the  King  of  PruiTia  left  his  enemies  no  foot- 
ing in  any  part  of  his  dominions.  His  next  confideration 
was  how  to  guard  againfl:  their  future  attempts,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  make  a  vigorous  attack  upon  fome  part  of 
the  Auftrian  territories.  His  forces  were  well  ftationed 
for  both  thefe  purpofes ;  for  befides  the  troops  which  count 
Dohna  commanded  on  the  fide  of  Pomerania,  a  coniidera- 
ble  body  was  pofted  between  Wohlau  and  Glogau,  in  order 
to  cover  Silefia  from  the  fury  of  the  Ruffians,  in  cafe  they 
ihould  make  their  inroad  that  way.  An  army,  in  a  little 
time  after  was  formed  in  Saxony,  commanded  by  his  bro- 
ther prince  Henry,  which  confided  of  thirty  battalions, 
and  forty-five  fquadrons.  It  was  deftined  to  make  head 
againfl:  the  army  of  the  Empire,  which  by  amazing  efforts 
made  during  the  winter,  and  by  the  junction  of  a  large  bo- 
dy of  Auftrians,  was  now  in  a  condition  to  act  again.  A 
ready  communication  was  kept  up  between  all  the  King  or 
Prullia's  armies,  by  a  proper  choice  of  pofts. 

The  King  refolved  to  make  Moravia  the  theatre 
of  the  war  this  year.  Moravia  was  frefh  ground  ; 
a  country,  as  yet  untouched  by  the  ravages  of  war.  If  he 
ihould  fucceed  in  his  operations  in  this  country,  his  fuc  - 
cedes  by  opening  to  him  the  neareft  road  to  Vienna,  mull 
prove  more  decifive  than  they  could  any  where  elfe.  If  he 
Ihould  fail,  the  Auftrians  were  at  a  diftance  from  the  centre 
of  his  affairs,  and  would  find  it  difficult  to  improve  their 
advantages  to  his  ruin.  After  the  reduction  of  Schweid- 
nitz, the  King  ordered  two  bodies   of  his   troops  to  pel1 
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themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  it  appear  that  he 
intended  to  carry  the  war  into  Bohemia.  Whilft  he  drew 
away  the  enemies  attention  from  the  real  objefts  by  thefe 
difpofitions,  the  main  of  his  army,  by  a  very 
May  3.  rapid  march,  entered  into  Moravia  in  two  co- 
lumns, and  made  themfelves  matters,  in  a  fhort 
time  and  with  little  or  no  oppofition,  of  all  the  pofts  necef- 
fary  to  cover  the  troops  to  be  employed  in  the  fiege  of  Ol- 
mutz. On  the  27th  of  May  the  trenches  were  opened  be- 
fore that  city. 

M.  Daun  was  no  fooner  apprifed  of  the  King's  march  to- 
wards Moravia,  than  he  took  his  route  through  Bohemia 
to  that  province.  Notwithstanding  that  the  Emprefs  Queen 
omitted  no  poflible  endeavours  to  aflemble  a  large  army 
againft  the  King  of  Pruflia,  though  fhe  had  for  that  pur- 
pofe  exhaufted  the  Milanefe  and  Tufcany,  and  fwept  up 
the  laft  recruits  in  her  Danubian  territories,  M.  Daun  was 
not  yet  in  a  condition  to  give  the  King  of  Pruflia  battle ; 
neither  did  his  character  lead  him  to  truft  that  to  fortune, 
which  he  might  enfure,  though  more  flowly,  by  conduct. 
This  wife  general  took  his  pofts  from  Gewics  to  Littau,  in 
a  mountainous  country,  in  a  fituation  where  it  was  impofli- 
ble  to  attack  him.  He  had  the  fertile  country  of  Bohemia, 
from  whence  he  readily  and  certainly  drew  fupplies,  at  his 
rear.  He  was  from  his  pofition  at  the  fame  time  enabled  to 
harafs  the  Prufllan  army  before  Olmutz,  and  to  intercept 
the  convoys  which  were  brought  to  them  from  Silefia. 

Olmutz,  by  the  extent  of  its  works,  and  other  advan- 
tageous circumftances,  is  a  city  which  it  is  very  difficult 
compleatly  to  invert.  So  that  fome  of  the  King's  pofts  be- 
ing neceflarily  weakened  by  occupying  fo  great  an  extent  of 
country)  were  attacked  by  Daun's  detachments  from  time 
to  time,  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  abundant  fuccours  both 
of  men  and  ammunition  were  thrown  into  the  place.  Thefe 
attacks  were  always  made  by  night,  and  very  few  nights 
patted  without  fome  attack.  The  fuccefs  was  various.  But 
the  operations  of  the  fiege  were  greatly  difturbed  by  thefe 
continual  alarms.  Befides  it  is  faid  that  the  Auftrians,  be- 
fore the  King's  invafion  of  this  province,  had  deftroyed  all 
the  forage  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Olmutz.  The  horfe 
were  obliged  to  forage  at  a  great  diftance,  which  harafled 
them  extreamly.  M.  Daun  took  advantage  of  all  thefe 
circumftances.     It  was  in  vain    that   the  King  of  Pruflia 
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endeavoured  by  all  the  arts  of  a  great  commander  to  pro- 
voke or  entice  him  to  an  engagement.  He  profited  of  the 
advantages  he  had  made,  without  being  tempted  by  them 
to  throw  out  of  his  hands  the  fecure  game  he  was  play- 
ing. 

The  great  object  of  M.  Daun  was  the  Pruflian  convoys. 
On  receiving  advice  that  a  large  and  important  one  was  to 
leave  Troppau  on  the  25th  of  June,  he  took  meafures  to 
intercept  it.  He  ordered  general  Jahnus,  who  was  at 
Muglitz  on  the  left,  to  advance  towards  Bahrn,  and  a  de- 
tachment which  was  at  Prerau  at  a  confiderable  diftance  to 
the  right,  to  march  to  Stadt-Leibe ;  fo  that  thefe  two 
corps  mould  on  different  fides  attack  the  convoy  at  one  and 
the  fame  time.  To  further  the  execution  of  this  project, 
M.  Daun  himfelf  approached  the  Pruflian  army,  and  di- 
rected all  his  motions  as  if  he  intended  to  give  them  battle. 
However,  the  King  was  too  great  a  mafter  in  the  game  of 
generalfhip,  which  was  now  playing,  to  be  deceived  by 
this  feint.  He  detached  a  confiderable  party  under  general 
Ziethen,  to  fupport  his  convoy,  which  was  already  about 
7000  ftrong.  Before  this  detachment  could  come  up,  the 
convoy  was  attacked,  but  the  Auftrians  were  repulfed.  But 
M.  Daun,  who  provided  for  every  thing,  quickly  reinforc- 
ed his  parties  who  renewed  the  engagement  the  next  day. 
They  firft  fuffered  the  head  of  the  convoy  to  go  unmoleft- 
ed  ;  but  as  the  centre  was  ftill  embarraffed  in  a  dangerous 
defile,  they  eafily  cut  off  the  head  from  the  reft,  and  then 
they  attacked  the  centre  with  the  greateft  fury.  The  Pruf- 
fians  made  as  good  a  refinance  as  the  nature  of  the  ground 
would  fuffer.  General  Ziethen  did  every  thing  which 
could  be  expected  from  an  accomplished  officer  ;  but  in 
the  end  they  were  entirely  routed  ;  all  the  waggons  in  that 
divifion  were  taken ;  the  rear  was  pufhed  back  towards 
Troppau;  the  head  alone  with  great  difficulty  arrived  at 
the  Pruflian  camp. 

This  was  a  fatal  ftroke,  becaufe  it  came  at  a  time  when 
it  was  impoflible  to  repair  it.  The  fiege  of  Olmutz  had 
been  all  along  attended  with  great  difficulties  :  and  now  the 
news  which  everyday  arrived  of  the  nearer  and  nearer  ap- 
proach of  the  Ruflians,  called  the  King  loudly  to  the  de- 
fence of  his  own  dominions.  Already  the  CofTacks  and 
Calmucks  made  incurfions  into  Silefia,  and  by  their  ravages 
and  cruelties,  announced  the  approach  of  the  great  armv, 
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The  fiege  muft  be  raifed  ;  Moravia  muft  be  abandoned  ; 
Marfhal  Daun  muft  have  the  honour  of  freeing  his  coun- 
try, and  driving  away  fuch  an  adverfary  as  the  King  of 
Pruflia,  from  a  conqueft  deemed  certain  ;  all  was  perform- 
ed without  a  battle,  by  a  feries  of  the  mod  refined  and 
vigorous  manoeuvres  that  ever  were  put  in  practice. 

When  the  King  of  Pruflia  faw  that  the  unprofperous  fitu- 
ation  of  his  affairs  obliged  him  to  retreat ;  he  took  a  refo- 
lution,  fuch  as  a  victory  infpires  in  others.  He  took  ad- 
vantage even  of  the  excellent  movement  of  M.  Daun,  by 
which  that  able  general  had  advanced  his  quarters  to  Poz- 
nitz,  and  placed  himfelf  fo  as  to  fupport  Olmutz  in  the 
mod  effectual  manner ;  by  this  movement,  however,  he 
was  obliged  to  uncover  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia.  The 
King  of  Pruflia,  whom  nothing  could  efcape,  was  fenfible 
of  this  advantage,  and  therefore,  inftead  of  falling  back 
upon  Silefia,  which  ftep  would  immediately  have  drawn 
the  Auftrian  army  into  his  dominions,  he  determined  to  re- 
treat from  one  part  of  the  enemies  territories  into  another. 
The  day  before  the  fiege  was  raifed  the  firing  of  the  Prufli- 
ans  continued  as  brifk  as  ever,  and  fhewed  no  fort  of  fign 
of  an  intention  to  depart ;  but  in  the  night  the 
July  1.  whole  army  took  the  road  to  Bohemia  in  two  co- 
lumns, and  gained  an  entire  march  upon  the  Auf- 
trians.  So  that  notwithftanding  the  utmoft  efforts  which 
the  enemy  could  make  to  overtake  and  harafs  the  King 
upon  his  march,  he  advanced  into  Bohemia  with  little  mo- 
leftation,  feized  upon  a  large  magazine  at  Leutomiffel,  de- 
feated fome  corps  of  Auftrians  who  had  attempted  to  difturb 
him  in  his  progrefs,  and  arrived  at  Konigfgratz,  one  of  the 
moft  important  pofts  in  Bohemia,  with  all  his  Tick  and 
wounded,  with  all  his  heavy  baggage,  all  his  heavy  artille- 
ry, and  military  ftores  compleat.  This  place  he  poffeffed 
after  driving  from  it  a  body  of  7000  Auftrians  who  were 
entrenched  there.  He  immediately  laid  this  city  and  feve- 
ral  other  diftri&s  under  contribution  ;  but  his  plan  not  ad- 
mitting any  further  operations  on  that  fide,  he  took  no 
other  advantage  from  this  momentous  poft.  He  foon  re- 
entered Silefia,  and  marched  with  the  moft  amazing  dili- 
gence to  encounter  the  Ruffians,  who  had  at  this  time 
united  their  divided  corps  under  Brown  and  Fermor,  and 
fixed  the  long  fluctuating  plan  of  their  operations,  by  en- 
tering the  New  Marche  of  Brandenburgh  and  laying  fiege 
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to  Cuftrin.  The  reduction  of  this  place  could  leave  them 
but  a  few  days  march  to  Berlin  ;  Count  Dohna  was  not  in 
a  condition  to  oppofe  their  progrefs,  the  King  was  ftill  at 
a  great  diftance.  But  it  is  necefTary  to  break  our  narrative 
of  his  affairs,  however  interefting,  to  take  a  view  of  the 
operations  of  the  armies  on  the  Rhine.  We  leave  the  King 
of  Pruflia  in  full  march,  to  give  one  body  of  his  enemies 
battle,  after  executing  a  retreat  from  the  other,  in  a  man- 
ner that  did  his  military  genius  the  greatefr,  honour.  So 
that  on  the  whole,  it  is  difficult  to  fay,  which  gained  the 
greateft  glory,  the  King  of  Pruflia  by  his  retreat,  or  M. 
Daun  by  the  meafures  which  obliged  him  to  it 

CHAP.    X. 

Allies  pafs  the  Rhine.  Battle  of  Crevelt.  ABion  at 
Sangerjhaufen.  Aclion  at  Meer.  Allies  repafs  the 
Rhine. 

PRINCE  Ferdinand  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  cut 
off  the  retreat  of  the  French  over  the  Rhine  ;  but  he 
prefled  them  clofely,  and  prepared  himfelf  to  crofs  that  ri- 
ver in  purfuit  of  them.  His  defign  was  to  carry  the  war 
beyond  the  Maefe,  and  thereby  oblige  the  prince  de  Sou- 
bife  to  abandon  the  enterprife  he  was  preparing  againfl 
Hefle  CafTel.  His  Highnefs  executed  the  paflage 
of  the  Rhine  at  Herven  with  the  corps  immedi-  June  1. 
ateiy  under  his  command ;  then  he  fent  the  bridge 
with  which  he  ferved  himfelf  fo  well  up  the  river  to  Rees  ; 
the  reft  of  the  troops  pafled  there  ;  the  whole  army  were 
over  before  the  7th  of  June.  The  flattery  of  the  laft  age 
faw  with  aftonifhment  a  pafltge  of  the  Rhine  by  a  French 
monarch,  unoppofed,  at  the  head  of  a  mighty  army.  We 
faw  that  river  patted  by  the  enemies  of  France,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  an  army  of  50,000  of  that  nation  ;  it  was  an 
action  which  did  not  need  the  exaggerations  of  rheto- 
rick. 

The  French  army  retired  as  the  prince  advanced,  and 
took  an  advantageous  camp  which  threatened  to  retard  the 
operations  of  the  allies :  their  right  was  under  Rheinberg; 
but  the  prince  by  his  well  judged  motions  turned  their  left 
flank  towards  the  convent  of  Campe,  by  which  the  French 
found  themfelves  obliged  to  quit  their  advantageous  pofl, 
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and  to   retire  into  Meurs  :    they   ftill  kept   towards   the 
Khine  :  the  prince  advanced  on  the  fide  of  the  Maefe. 

It  was  evident,  that  wbilit  the  French  continued  only  to 
retire,  it  would  prove  impoflible  for  them  to  hinder  the 
allies  from  executing  the  plan  they  propofed  :  they  there- 
fore thought  it  advifeable  to  change  their  countenance. 
They  had  failed  back  as  far  as  Nuys  ;  they  now  returned 
on  their  fteps,  and  advanced  as  far  as  Crevelt,  within  a 
few  miles  of  prince  Ferdinand's  camp.  The  prince  made 
the  difrofitions  for  a  battle,  with  his  ufual  vigour  and  pru- 
dence. He  carefully  reconnoitred  "he  fituation  of  the  ene- 
my. He  found  that  their  riglv:  was  at  a  village  called 
Vifchelon  ;  their  left  extended  towards  Anraih,  where  it 
was  covered  with  a  wood  :  Creveit,  which  was  in  the 
front  of  their  right,  was  occupied  by  a  party  of  their 
troops.  His  highnefs  refolved  upon  three  attacks  :  the 
firft  and  real  attack  was  on  the  flank  of  the  enemies  left 
wing  ;  the  other  two  were  defigned  to  divert  their  atten- 
tion, and  prevent  their  fuccouring  the  object  of  his  prin- 
cipal attack ;  for  which  purpofe  he  recommended  to  his 
generals  to  make  the  beft  ufc  of  their  heavy  artillery,  and 
not  to  advance  too  far  unlefs  they  were  perfectly  aflured  of 
the  fuccefs  of  the  main  operation. 

Having  made  thefe  wife  difpofitions,  and  perfectly  learn- 
ed the  beft  routes  by  which  the  enemy  might  be 
June  23.  approached,  his  highnefs  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  grenadiers  of  his  right  wing,  and  advanced 
on  the  fide  of  Anrath  in  two  columns.  A  cannonading  vi- 
olent and  well  fupported  opened  the  action  :  the  Hanove- 
rian artillery  was  greatly  fuperior  to  that  of  the  French ; 
but  though  the  French  loft  many  men,  they  loft  no  ground 
in  this  way,  and  their  pofition  in  the  wood  made  a  clofe  at- 
tack abfolutely  neceflary :  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brun- 
fwick  put  himfelf  at  the  head  ofcthe  firft  line  of  foot,  and 
with  his  ufual  fpirit,  advanced  with  the  whole  front  direct- 
ly to  the  wood.  Here  a  furious  fire  of  fmall  arms  com- 
menced, which  continued  without  the  fmalleft  intermifli- 
on  for  two  hours  and  an  half.  All  the  Hanoverian  battali- 
ons threw  themfelves  into  the  wood  :  two  ditches  well  lined 
with  infantry  were  oppofed  to  their  fury  :  they  were  forced 
one  after  another  :  the  enemies  battalions  were  pufhed 
back,  they  were  entirely  broken,  and  fled  out  of  the  wood 
in  a  diicrder  which  was  irreparable  ;  their  cavalry,  who 
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kept  the  bed  countenance  pofiible,  in  fpite  of  the  terrible 
fire  of  the  Hanoverian  artillery,  and  in  fpite  of  the  vigorous 
attempts  of  the  Hanoverian  horfe,  who  had  by  this  time 
found  means  to  gain  the  plain,  covered  the  retreat  of  their 
feattered  infantry,  and  faved  them  from  utter  ruin  :  the 
right  wing  and  the  centre,  though  they  fuffered  grievoufly 
by  the  cannonading,  were  no  where  broken,  but  retreated 
towards  Nuys  in  the  mofl  perfect  order. 

Seven  thoufand  of  their  bed  troops  were  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  taken  prifoners ;  but  there  was  nothing  in  this  bat- 
tle fo  grievous  to  France,  and  fo  affecting  even  to  the  ene- 
my, as  the  fate  of  the  count  de  Gifors.  This  young  noble- 
man, the  oaly  fon  of  the  duke  de  Belleifle,  not  above 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  newly  married  to  the  heirefs  of 
an  illuftrious  houfe  ;  himfelf  the  laft  hope  of  a  mod  noble 
family,  was  mortally  wounded  at  the  head  of  his  regiment, 
which  he  brought  up  with  the  mod  heroic  courage,  and 
infpired  by  his  example  to  make  incredible  efforts.  He 
had  been  educated  with  all  the  care  an  excellent  father 
could  beftow  on  a  fon  of  an  uncommon  genius,  who  was 
alone  able  to  fupport  the  reputation  of  his  family.  To  the 
pureff  morals  he  had  united  the  politeft  manners ;  he  had 
made  a  great  proficiency  in  learning ;  he  knew  many 
branches  of  it,  and  loved  all  ;  he  had  feen  every  part  of 
Europe,  and  read  courts  and  nations  with  a  difcerning 
eye ;  and  wanted  nothing  to  fulfil  all  hope,  and  to  make 
him  a  perfect  and  lading  ornament  and  fupport  to  his  coun- 
try, but  a  knowledge  in  the  military  art  ;  he  entered  that 
courfe  of  glory  and  danger,  and  fell  in  his  firft  campaign. 
The  unhappy  father  and  minifter  fawhis  private  misfortunes 
keep  pace  with  the  public  calamities,  and  the  tears  of  his 
family  mingled  with  thofe  of  his  country. 

Prince  Ferdinand  gained  a  victory  at  Crevelt,  which  did 
the  greater!;  honour  to  his  military  capacity,  and  to  the 
bravery  of  his  troops.  But  it  was  a  victory  neither  entire 
nor  decifive  :  the  French  army  on  their  own  frontiers  was 
quickly  and  ftrongly  reinforced ;  fo  that  they  were  not  on- 
ly in  a  condition  in  fome  fort  to  make  head  againfl:  the  allies, 
but  were  enabled  to  detach  a  considerable  reinforcement  to 
the  army  of  the  prince  de  Soubife  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Rhine. 

Although  the  prince  had  reafon  to  imagine  that  he  fhould 
not  be  able  to  keep  his  ground  on  this  fide  of  the  Rhine  for 
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any  confiderable  time,  this  did  not  hinder  hirri*  from  im^ 
proving  to  the  utmoft,  the  advantage  he  had  obtained. 
Whilft  the  French,  difabled  by  their  late  defeat,  were  in 
no  condition  to  oppofe  him,  he  pafled  the  Rhine  with  a 
lage  detachment,  and  appeared  on  the  28th  of  June  before 
DufTeldorp,  a  city  advantageoufly  fituated  on  the  river,  and 
belonging  to  the  Elector  Palatine.  A  fevere  bombardment 
obliged  it  to  capitulate  on  the  7th  of  July  :  the  garrifon, 
confiding  of  2000  men,  marched  out  with  the  honours  of 
war.  Prince  Ferdinand  placed  here  three  battalions  of 
Hanoverians,  and  threw  a  bridge  of  boats  acrofs  the  river  ; 
by  that  means  he  multiplied  his  pofls  and  communications 
on  both  fides  of  the  Rhine  ;  and  threw  a  new  and  no  fmall 
impediment  in  the  way  of  the  French,  to  retard  their  pro- 
grefs,  in  cafe  he  mould  find  himfelf  compelled  to  retire. 
After  this,  the  army  of  the  allies  and  that  of  France,  fpent 
feveral  days  in  making  various  marches  and  countermarches, 
.as  if  they  both  propofed  to  bring  on  an  action,  to  which, 
however,  it  does  not  appear,  that  either  party  was  very 
flrongly  inclined. 

Prince  Ferdinand  ftill  retained  his  hopes  that  the  prince 
of  Yfenburg,  who  commanded  the  Heifian  troops,  would 
find  the  prince  of  Soubife  employment  for  fome  time.  He 
had  originally  laid  his  plan  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  by  pafling 
the  Maefe,  and  transferring  the  feat  of  war  into  the  enemies 
country,  he  might  draw  the  French  from  the  Rhine,  and 
perhaps  oblige  the  prince  of  Soubife  to  come  to  the  aflif- 
tance  of  the  main  army  under  M.  de  Contades,  who  com- 
manded in  the  room  of  count  Clermont,  being  now  the 
fourth  commander  of  the  French  troops  fince  they  entered 
Germany.  But  whilft  prince  Ferdinand  pleafed  himfelf 
with  thofe  hopes,  and  flill  continued  to  aft  as  far  as  circum- 
fiances  would  admit,  in  purfuance  of  «"his  plan,  he  received 
an  account  which  difconcerted  all  his  meafures. 

The  duke  de  Broglio,  fupported  by  the  corps  of  the  prince 
de  Soubife,  with  a  much  fuperior  force,  attacked 
July  23.  and  defeated  the  Heflian  army  of  feven  thoufand 
men  near  Sangerfhaufen  :  this  opened  to  them 
the  pofTeiTion  of  the  Wefer  :  they  might  aft  in  Weflphalia, 
on  which  fide  foever  they  pleafed,  and  it  was  to  be  feared, 
that  if  they  availed  themfelves  of  the  advantages  they  had, 
they  might  be  able  to  intercept  the  Britifh  troops.  Thefe 
troops  having  been  landed  at  Embdcn,  were  now  on  their 
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march  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough  to 
reinforce  the  allied  army.  The  prince  in  this  fituation  of 
affairs,  had  no  option  left  but  an  engagement  with  the 
French  army,  or  a  retreat  over  the  Rhine  :  the  former 
was  not  eafy  to  compafs,  as  the  French  induftrioufly  de- 
clined a  battle,  and  it  became  extremely  dangerous  to  re- 
main long  in  a  pofition  with  the  enemies  army  on  his  left, 
and  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Gueldre  on  his  right.  In  this  fitu- 
ation his  fubfiftence  became  every  day  more  difficult.  To 
repafs  the  Rhine,  had  its  difficulties  too ;  the  roads  which 
led  to  that  river  were  rendered  almoft  impafTable  by  the 
heavy  rains  ;  the  river  itfelf  was  fo  fwelled  with  them,  that 
the  bridge  at  Rees  had  been  for  fome  time  ufelefs. 

Thefe  difagreeable  circumftances  of  the  allied  army  did 
not  efcape  the  penetration  of  Monf.  de  Chevert,  one  of  the 
ableft  commanders  among  the  French.  He  formed  a  plan 
upon  them,  which,  if  it  had  fucceeded,  mull  have  put  the 
allies  into  the  greateft  perplexity.  This  general  had  fome 
time  before  paffed  the  Rhine,  with  an  intention  of  making 
himfelf  mafler  of  Dufleldorp,  and  he  had  prepared  all  things 
with  great  ability  for  that  enterprise  :  the  rains  ufually  hea- 
vy for  that  feafon,  and  fome  other  crofs  accidents,  had 
fruftrated  his  intentions.  But  perceiving  that  the  fame  ac- 
cidents which  defeated  his  defign  proved  alfo  unfavourable 
to  the  enemy,  he  refolved  to  turn  his  difappointment  into 
an  advantage,  and  from  the  ruins  of  his  firft  project  to 
build  another  of  yet  greater  importance.  Baron  Imhoff  was 
pofled  to  the  right  of  the  Rhine  in  a  ftrong  fituation  near 
Meer.  He  was  to  cover  the  bridge  at  Rees ;  to  fecure  a 
confiderable  magazine;  and  to  keep  open  communication 
between  the  Englifti  reinforcements  and  the  main  army. 
The  plan  of  Monf.  Chevert  was  to  diflodge  Imhoff,  to 
burn  the  bridge  at  Rees,  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  the 
magazine,  and  to  render  the  junction  of  the  Englifh  troop* 
with  the  Hanoverians  impracticable.  To  execute  this  ju- 
dicious fcheme,  he  united  feveral  detachments  from  the 
garrifon  of  Wefel,  to  a  confiderable  corps  which  he  intend- 
ed to  have  employed  in  the  fiege  of  Dufleldorp.  The 
whole  made  near  12,000  men  :  the  troops  under  Imhoff 
were  but  fix  battalions,  and  four  fquadrons,  hardly  3000 
in  all. 

When  that  general  was  apprifed  of  the  defigns  and  moti- 
ons of  the  French,  he  faw  it  was  in  vain  to  expect  fuccours 
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from  the  army  of  prince  Ferdinand  :  the  fwell  of  the  rive,r 
had  rendered  all  relief  impoflible  ;  all  his  hopes  were  there- 
fore in  his  own  genius  and  the  bravery  of  his  troops.  He 
confidered  that  though  the  poll:  he  occupied  was  fufficient- 
ly  ftrong,  the  enemy  might  make  themfelves  mafters  of 
Rees,  by  turning  his  camp,  and  thus  execute  one  of  the 
principal  parts  of  their  defign;  he  confidered  the  great 
difference  between  attacking  and  being  attacked  ;  he  con- 
fidered the  effect  of  an  attempt  altogether  unexpected  by 
the  enemy  ;  he  therefore  took  the  resolution  of  abandoning 
his  port,  and  going  out  to  meet  them.  Perceiving  that  the 
French  were  marching  into  difficult  ground,  he  did  not 
lofe  a  moment  to  begin  the  action.  He  ordered 
April  5.  a  fmall  party,  which  he  had  ported  in  a  little 
coppice,  to  fall  upon  the  enemies  left,  which  he 
obferved  to  be  uncovered  ;  and  appointed  the  fire  of  this 
party,  as  a  fignal  for  all  the  reft  to  advance,  and  make  the 
onfet  with  bayonets  fixed.  The  French  thus  vigoroufly 
and  unexpectedly  attacked,  fell  into  confufion  ;  their  cou- 
rage ill  feconded  the  wifdom  of  their  general ;  they  did  not 
ftand  half  an  hour ;  they  left  on  the  field  of  battle,  eleven 
pieces  of  cannon,  many  prifoners,  and  much  baggage  to 
the  Hanoverians,  who  drove  them  under  the  cannon  of 
Wefel. 

This  fignal  advantage  over  fuch  a  prodigious  fuperiority 
was  not  more  gallantly  obtained,  than  well  purfued  and  im- 
proved. Imhoff  faw  that  the  rains  had  increafed  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  leave  no  hopes  for  the  allied  army  to  pafs  by 
the  bridge  of  Rees.  Having  taken  proper  care  of  his  ma- 
gazines, he  quitted  his  poft  at  Meer,  and  being  reinforced 
by  fome  parties,  who  pafled  the  river  in  boats,  he  march- 
ed with  the  utmoft  diligence  towards  the  route  of  the  En- 
glifh  forces,  and  happily  effected  a  junction,  which  had  hi- 
therto been  attended  with  fo  many  difficulties. 

Prince  Ferdinand  in  his  retreat  met  with  no  obftruction, 
but  juft  what  was  fufficient  to  difplay  more  fully  the  gal- 
lantry of  his  officers,  and  the  fpirit  of  his  troops.  A  town 
called  Wachtendonck  was  on  his  left,  as  he  retreated  ;  this 
place,  though  not  fortified,  is  a  poft  of  much  importance, 
and  being  an  inland  furrounded  by  the  river  Niers,  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  of  accefs  :  the  French  had  thrown  a  body 
of  troops  into  this  place.  The  hereditary  prince,  the  firft 
in  every  active  fervice,  was  employed  to  force  it.  The 
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bridge  on  his  approach  had  been  drawn  up.  The  prince  fee- 
ing that  if  he  attempted  to  get  down  this  bridge,  the  ene- 
my would  gain  time  to  recollect  themfelves,  threw  himfelf 
into  the  river ;  his  grenadiers,  animated  by  fo  gallant  an 
example,  plunged, in  after  him,  and  furioufly  attacking  the 
enemy  with  their  bayonets,  in  a  few  minutes  drove  them 
from  that  poft  :  this  advantage,  joined  to  that  gained  by 
general  ImhofF,  and  the  uncommon  refolution  which  ap- 
peared in  both  thefe  actions,  awed  the  French.  They 
found  that  their  troops,  raw,  undifciplined,  and  little  fit  for 
hard  fervice,  were  not  to  be  relied  upon ;  and  they  feared 
to  bring  on  an  a&ion,  which  by  being  decifive  againft  them 
might  draw  on  the  moft  fatal  confequences.  So  that  the 
prince  repaffed  the  Rhine  in  a  moft  excellent  order,  even 
with  lefs  trouble  than  he  had  at  firft  pafled  it  ;  and  indeed 
with  little  moleftation,  but  what  he  met  with  from  the 
weather.  Such  exceflive  rains  had  fallen,  that  he  in  vain 
attempted  a  paflage  at  Rhineberg  or  at  his  bridge  A 
of  Rees  ;  he  effeaed  it  a  little  lower  at  a  place  /*  9' 
called  Griethuyfen.  and  IO* 

Although  prince  Ferdinand  was  obliged  to  pafs  the 
Rhine,  and  to  act  more  upon  the  defenfive  for  the  future  ; 
yet  his  vigorous  conduct  in  the  beginning  was  very  glorious 
to  him,  and  very  advantageous  to  the  common  caufe.  The 
French  fuffered  greatly  in  their  military  reputation  ;  the 
Hanoverians  had  gained  a  fuperiority  over  them,  and  now 
fo  much  of  the  campaign  was  wafted,  that  notwithstanding 
the  greatnefs  of  their  numbers,  it  was  not  probable  that 
they  would  find  themfelves  able  to  make  any  confiderable 
progrefs  in  their  defigns  againft  the  King's  electoral  domi- 
nions for  this  year.  The  advantage  gained  by  Broglio  and 
Soubife  was  not  attended  with  the  confequences,  which 
might  have  been  apprehended.  Prince  Yfenburg  kept  fo 
good  a  countenance  in  a  ftrong  poft  he  had  chofen,  that 
the  French  did  not  choofe  to  attack  him  again  ;  and  fince 
prince  Ferdinand  had  repaffed  the  Rhine,  he  might  always 
be  well  fupported. 
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CHAP.    XL 

Retreat  from  Bohemia.  Meafures  of  Count  Daun.  Battle 
of  Cufirin.  King  of  Prnjpa  marches  into  Saxony,  and 
joins  Prince  Henry. 

BY  the  retreat  of  the  Pruflians  from  Moravia,  the  war 
had  affumed  a  new  face.  The  generals  who  conduct- 
ed it  had  changed  hands.  The  King  of  Pruflia  was  obliged 
to  act  upon  the  defenfive  ;  M.  Daun  was  now  in  a  condition 
of  difplaying  his  talents  in  an  offenfive  war.  The  affairs  of 
the  King  of  Pruflia  were  fcarce  ever  in  a  more  critical  fitu- 
ation  than  at  that  time.  The  Ruffians  feemed  at  firfl  dif- 
pofed  to  enter  into  Silefia  ;  but  now  they  had  united  their 
feveral  disjointed  corps,  penetrated  into  the  New  Marche 
of  Brandenburgh,  and  having  commenced  the  fiege  of  Cuf- 
trin,  a  place  that  threatened  them  with  no  great  oppofition, 
they  were  arrived  within  a  few  days  march  of  Berlin. 
Count  Dohna  polled  with  a  greatly  inferior  force  at  Frank- 
fort on  the  Oder,  watched  without  being  able  to  obflruct 
their  progrefs.  In  Pomerania,  the  Generals  Weedel  and 
Manteufel  oppofed  almofl  the  fame  ineffectual  efforts  to  the 
arms  of  Sweden.  The  army  of  the  Empire,  and  a  confi- 
derable  body  of  Auflrians  under  General  Haddick,  advanced 
into  Saxony,  and  poffefling  themfelves  by  degrees  of  thofe 
ftrong  ports,  which  compofe  the  frontiers  of  Mifnia,  they 
continually  flreightened  the  quarters  of  prince  Henry.  That 
prince  was  flrongly  encamped  at  Dippolfvvalde,  with  about 
20,000  men,  in  order  to  cover  Drefden,  and  command  the 
courfe  of  the  Elbe.  Thus  circumflanced,  the  King  could 
not  find  his  account  in  remaining  long  in  Bohemia,  where 
it  was  impoflible  to  effect  any  thing  decifive.  Every  thing 
depended  upon  his  being  able  to  drive  the  Ruffians  out  of 
his  territories,  who  with  a  mighty  force  ruined  every  place 
they  arrived  at,  and  feemed  not  only  to  make  war  againfl 
him,  but  againfl  human  nature  itfelf. 

M.  Daun  was  foon  apprifed  of  the  King  of  Pruflia's  in- 
tentions :  but  he  confidered  that  if  he  was  to  purfue  the 
King  into  Silefia,  he  muff  encounter  with  difficulties  almofl 
infuperable  ;  feveral  flrong  places  flood  in  his  way,  and  it 
would  prove  eafy  for  the  PrufTian  troops  left  for  the  defence 
of  that  dutchy,  to  take  an  advantageous  camp  under  one  of 
thofe  places,  and  thus  oblige  them  to  waffe  unprofitably  the 

time, 
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time,  which  might  be  employed  in  the  execution  of  more 
judicious  projects.  Befides  that  in  this  manner  of  proceed- 
ing he  could  never  act  in  concert,  nor  preferve  any  effectual 
communication  with  the  feveral  bodies  of  his  allies.  To 
pufh  forward  with  his  whole  force  directly  to  Berlin,  could 
at  beft  be  regarded  as  a  coup  de  main,  which  could  prove 
nothing  decifive  in  the  campaign,  even  fuppofing  the  project 
fhould  fucceed ;  but  it  was  rather  probable  that  it  would 
not  fucceed,  as  the  King  of  PrufTia  might  clear  his  hands  of 
the  Ruffians  before  the  army  of  M.  Daun  could,  for  want 
of  fubfiftance  arrive  in  the  Lower  Lufatia.  Every  confi- 
deration  therefore  pointed  out  the  relief  of  Saxony  as  the 
great  object  of  the  Auftrian  operations.  It  was  an  object 
apparently  to  be  compafied  with  greater  eafe,  and  if  com- 
paffed,  productive  of  more  folid  advantages  than  any  other. 
The  army  of  the  Empire  already  fuperior  to  that  of  prince 
Henry  could  co-operate  in  the  defign,  and  the  recovery  of 
Saxony  once  effected,  the  King  of  Pruffia  would  fee  himfelf 
entirely  divefted  of  one  of  the  principal  refources  he  had  to 
rely  upon  in  the  war,  for  money,  provifions,  and  forage  ; 
whilft  his  hereditary  dominions  ftripped  of  this  ftrong  bar- 
rier defencelefs  in  themfelves,  and  aflaulted  on  three  fides 
by  powerful  armies,  could  fcarce  find  them  employment  to 
the  end  of  the  campaign. 

M.  Daun  having  refolved  upon  his  plan  of  operations  fuf- 
fered  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  continue  his  march  towards  the 
Ruffians,  without  any  moleftation  :  he  contented  himfelf 
with  leaving  a  confjderable  body  of  troops  under  the  Gene- 
rals Harfch,  and  de  Vilje,  on  the  fouthern  frontiers  of  Sile- 
fia,  in  order  to  form  feme  enterprife  on  that  fide,  which 
might  draw  the  attention  and  forces  of  the  Pruffians  as  far 
as  poffible  from  the  great  object  of  his  operations.  When 
he  had  made  thefe  difpofitions  he  marched  towards  Saxony, 
through  the  country  of  Lufatia,  by  Zittau,  Gorlitz,  and 
Bautzen.  His  firft  project  was  bold.  He  propofed  to  crofs 
the  Elbe  at  Meiffen ;  by  which  the  communication  between 
Drefden  and  Leipfic  would  be  cut  off  at  one  ftroke.  Then 
he  propofed  to  attack  prince  Henry  in  his  camp  at  Seidlitz, 
whilft  the  army  of  the  Empire  fell  upon  him  in  another  quar- 
ter. Thus  the  Prince  was  to  be  put  between  two  fires,  and 
his  retreat  into  Drefden  to  be  rendered  impracticable;  but 
upon  mature  confederation,  this  project  was  laid  afide.  M. 
Paun  reflected  that  the  fortrefs  of  Sonneftein,  of  which  he 
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was  not  yet  in  poffeflion,  would  prove  no  fmall 
Sept.  3.     impediment  to  his  defigns.      He  confidered  that 

the  pofition  of  prince  Henry  oppofite  to  the  army 
of  the  Empire  was  too  advantageous,  to  make  an  attack  upon 
him  advifeable :  and  unlefs  the  prince  could  be  induced  to 
attack  the  Imperialifts  firft,  a  point  not  to  be  expected  in 
his  circumftances,  he  might  always  find  it  eafy  to  throw 
himfelf  into  Drefden,  and  by  proper  motions  to  preferve  a 
free  communication  with  the  King.  M.  Daun  was  obliged 
to  renounce  his  firfl  defign,  tut  he  was  left  at  full  liberty 
to  form  a^ •■!  to  execute  fuch  other  plans  for  the  relief  of 
Saxony  Zb  hir»  prudence  could  fuggeft. 

About  that  time  the  Imperial  court  elated  with  their  re- 
cent fuccefs,  began  to  fhew  with  what  moderation  they 
were  likely  to  behave  if  it  continued  and  increafed.  They 
entirely  threw  off  all  the  little  appearance  of  refpect  they 
had  hitherto  retained  for  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and 
feveral  others  of  the  moil:  refpeftable  princes  and  perfons 
of  the  Empire.  They  made  the  abufe  of  their  authority  go 
hand  in  hand  with  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms.  On  the  21ft 
of  Auguft  a  conclufum  of  the  Aulic  council  was  iffued  againft 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  as  Elector  of  Hanover,  againft 
the  Landgrave  of  Hefle-Caflel,  againft  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick,  the  Count  of  Lippe  Buckebourg,  and  in  general 
againft  all  the  adherents  to  the  King  of  Pruflia,  threatening 
them  with  penalties  in  dignity,  perfon  and  eftate.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  decree,  letters  avocatory  were  iffued,  noti- 
fying to  the  fovereign  princes,  that  if  they  did  not  within 
a  limited  time  difperfe  their  armies,  break  off  their  con- 
nection with  the  King  of  Pruflia,  pay  their  quota  of  Roman 
months,  and  fend  their  contingents  to  the  army  of  execution, 
they  were  to  be  put  under  the  ban  of  the  Empire.  To  all 
other  perfons  who  held  any  dignity  in  the  Empire,  orders 
were  given  and  penalties  were  threatened  fuitable  to  their 
condition.  They  in  fhort  went  all  lengths,  but  that  of 
actually  and  formally  putting  them  under  the  ban,  which 
they  would  not  have  failed  to  do,  if  their  fuccefs  had  an- 
fwered  its  beginnings.  So  little  regard  had  the  court  of 
Vienna  to  former  fervices  of  the  moft  interefting  nature  ; 
and  fo  entirely  did  fhe  feem  to  forget  that  fhe  owed  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  not  only  that  power  which  (he 
now  unjuftly  and  ungratefully  turned  againft  him,  but  al- 
moft  the  very  being  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.     So  entirely 

did 


1758.  Tte  History  of  the  War.  69 

did  fhe  forget  that  this  Monarch  had  expended  his  treafures, 
employed  his  armies,  and  even  expofed  his  perfon  in  her 
caufe,  when  it  was  not  only  abandoned,  but  attacked  by 
almoft  all  the  reft  of  Europe.  However,  the  violent  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Aulic  council,  drew  no  one  State  or  perfon 
from  the  Kings  of  Great  Britain  and  Pruflia ;  they  rather 
had  a  contrary  effect,  in  roufing  the  whole  Evangelic  body 
to  a  fenfe  of  their  own  danger.  Much  lefs  were  they  able 
to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  allied  arms. 

The  King  of  Pruflia  conducted  his  retreat  out  of  Bohe- 
mia in  admirable  order.  The  Generals  Jahnus  and  Laudohn 
for  feveral  days  hung  upon  his  rear  with  two  ftrong  bodies. 
They  took  advantageous  pofts,  fometimes  on  one  fide,  fome- 
times  on  the  other,  fometimes  together,  fometimes  fepa- 
rately,  and  threw  all  poflible  impediments  in  his  way.  But 
the  vigour  of  the  Pruflians  drove  them  with  lofs  from  every 
poft.  So  that  by  the  6th  of  Auguft,  they  were  obliged 
entirely  to  defift  from  their  purfuit.  The  King  of  Pruflia 
freed  from  all  moleftation,  marched  with  the  utmoft  diligence 
by  Wifoca,  Politz,  Landfhut,  and  arrived  on  the  20th  at 
Franckfort  on  the  Oder.  Here  he  joined  the  troops  under 
Count  Dohna.  The  army  was  now  in  a  condi- 
tion to  act,  and  they  did  not  lofe  a  moment's  time  Sept.  22d. 
to  march  againft  the  enemy.  All  their  vigour  and 
expedition  was  not  more  than  neceflary.  The  Ruflians  had 
befieged  Cuftrin  from  the  15th.  Though  thefe  people 
fcarcely  emerged  from  barbarifm,  had  not  the  moll  perfect 
(kill  in  operations  of  this  nature,  they  fupplied  that  deficien- 
cy by  a  ferofity  that  fcrupled  nothing,  by  numbers  whofe 
lives  they  did  not  regard,  and  by  a  moil:  formidable  artillery, 
which  rudely  but  furioufly  managed,  only  fpread  the  more 
general  and  indifcriminate  deftruction.  In  effect:,  they 
threw  fuch  a  multitude  of  bombs  and  red  hot  balls  into  that 
unfortunate  city,  that  in  a  fhort  time  it  was  on  fire  in  every 
quarter.  Of  the  wretched  inhabitants  fome  were  burned, 
fome  buried  in  the  ruins,  fome  killed  by  the  balls  that  fell 
like  hail  in  the  ftreets:  the  furviving  majority  fafe  neither 
within  nor  without  their  houfes,  abandoned  their  homes 
and  their  fubflance,  and  fled,  many  of  them  almoft  naked, 
out  of  the  fide  which  was  not  inverted.  Never  was  beheld 
a  more  deplorable  fpeclacle;  nor  was  it  eafy  to  fay  which 
formed  the  more  wretched  appearance,  thofe  who  perifhed, 
or  thofe  who  efcaped.     Mean  while  the  Governor,  firm  in 

his 
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his  courage  and  fidelity,  did  every  thing  for  the  defence  of 
the  walls  and  ruins  of  the  place  ;  but  the  walls  built  in  the 
old  manner  did  not  promife  a  fuccefsful  defence  -y  the  enemy 
had  ported  themfelves  in  the  fuburbs,  and  in  the  firing 
of  the  town,  the  principal  magazine  of  the  befieged  was 
blown  up. 

The  protector  and  avenger  of  his  dominions,  was  now 
however  at  hand.  On  the  23d,  the  King  of  Pruffia's  whole 
army  pafled  the  Oder  at  Gluftebiflel,  about  twenty  Englifh 
miles  to  the  north-eaft  of  Cuftrin.  The  Ruffians  on  the 
firft  notice  of  his  approach,  broke  up  the  fiege  of  that  place, 
and  marched  towards  the  villages  of  Zwicker  and  Zorn- 
dorff.  It  was  the  King's  intention  to  wind  round  the  left 
flank  of  their  army,  and  to  take  them  in  the  rear,  by  which 
he  hoped  to  throw  them  into  confufion.  But  in  this  he 
found  himfelf  dilappointed.  The  Ruffian  Generals  had 
forefecn  his  purpofe  and  made  excellent  difpofitions.  As 
the  ground  did  not  admit  them  to  extend  greatly  in  length, 
they  threw  themfelves  into  a  fquare  body  compofed  of  tour 
lines,  forming  a  front  almoft  equal  on  every  fide,  and  on 
every  fide  furrounded  by  cannon  and  chevaux  de  frize.  In 
this  formidable  difpofition  they  waited  the  attack  of  the 
Pr  uhlans. 

It  was  on  the  25th  of  Augufl  that  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
after  a  march  of  56  days,  from  the  midft  of  Moravia, 
brought  his  army  in  prefence  of  the  Ruffians.  The  King 
had  never  been  perfonally  engaged  with  that  enemy  before. 
His  troops  had  never  obtained  any  advantage  over  them. 
The  whole  fortune  of  the  war  depended  upon  the  event  of 
this  day.  The  Pruffians  were  now  in  the  clofeft  fenfe  to 
fight  for  their  country,  which  was  ready  to  fall  under  one 
of  the  fevered  fcourges  with  which  Providence  has  chaftifed 
a  nation.  Nothing  was  wanting  which  could  infpire  the 
foldiers  with  revenge.  Every  where  the  marks  of  the 
enemies  cruelty  were  before  their  eyes;  the  country  defo- 
lated  on  every  fide,  and  the  villages  in  flames  all  round  the 
field  of  battle. 

At  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  battle  began  by  a  fire 
of  cannon  and  mortars  which  rained  on  the  right  wing  of 
the  Ruffians  without  the  lead:  intermiffion  for  near  two 
hours.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  havock  made  by  this 
terrible  fire,  nor  the  conflancy  with  which  the  Mufcovite 
foot,   raw  and  unexperienced,  fuftaip.cd  a  {laughter   that 

would 
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would  have  confounded  and  difperfed  the  compleateft  vete- 
rans. They  fell  in  their  ranks ;  new  regiments  ffill  preffed 
forward  to  fill  their  places,  and  to  fupply  new  flaughter. 
When  the  firft  line  had  fired  away  all  their  charges,  they 
rufhed  forward  on  the  Pruffians.  That  firm  body  of  the 
Pruffian  infantry  which  had  often  flood,  and  often  given  fo 
many  terrible  Shocks,  by  one  of  thofe  unaccountable  move- 
ments of  the  human  mind,  that  render  every  thing  in  war 
fo  precarious,  gave  way  in  the  prefence  of  their  Sovereign, 
and  when  they  had  in  a  manner  fecured  the  victory,  retired 
in  diforder  before  the  half  broken  battalions  of  the  Mufco- 
vites.  Had  the  Ruffian  officers  known  how  to  profit  of  this 
diforder  ;  had  they  immediately  thrown  in  their  horfe  with 
vigour  to  compleat  it,  and  entirely  break  that  body ;  this 
had  probably  been  the  laft  day  of  the  Pruffian  greatnefs. 
The  King  was  not  fo  negligent.  For  juft  in  this  anxious 
moment,  whilft  the  battle  was  yet  in  fufpenfe,  by  a  very 
rapid  and  mafterly  motion,  he  brought  all  the  cavalry  of  his 
right  to  the  centre,  with  which  General  Sedlitz  at  their 
head,  burfting  in  upon  the  Ruffian  foot,  uncovered  by  their 
horfe,  and  disordered  even  by  their  advantage,  they  pufhed 
them  back,  with  a  mod  miferable  flaughter.  The  repulfed 
battalions  of  Pruflia  had  time  to  recolLect,  and  to  form 
themfelves ;  and  now  returning  to  the  onfet  with  a  rage 
exafperated  by  their  late  difgrace,  they  entirely  turned  the 
ballance  of  the  fight.  The  Ruffians  were  thrown  into  the 
moft  horrid  confufion.  The  wind  blew  the  duft  and  fmoke 
full  in  their  faces.  They  no  longer  diftinguifhed  friends  or 
enemies.  They  fired  upon  each  other.  In  this  diffraction 
they  plundered  their  own  baggage  which  flood  between  the 
lines,  and  intoxicated  themfelves  with  brandy.  Orders 
-were  now  no  more  heard  or  obeyed.  The  ranks  fell  in 
upon  one  another;  and  being  crammed  together  in  a  narrow 
fpace,  every  fhot  discharged  by  the  Pruffians  had  its  full 
effect ;  whilft  the  Ruffians  kept  up  only  a  Scattered  fire, 
without  direction  or  effect,  and  quite  over  the  heads  of  their 
enemies.  It  was  now  no  longer  battle,  but  a  horrid  and 
undiftinguifhed  carnage.  Yet  flill,  (which  is  a  wonderful 
circumftance)  the  Ruffians  thus  diffracted  and  flaughtered, 
kept  their  ground.  The  action  continued  without  inter- 
miffion  from  nine  in  the  morning  until  feven  at  night.  At 
laft  the  night  itfelf,  the  fatigue  of  the  Pruffians,  and  a  judi- 
cious attack  on  their  right  wing,  which  drew  their  attention 
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on  that  fide,  gave  the  Ruffian  army  fome  refpite  to  recover 
their  order,  and  an  opportunity  of  retiring  a  little  from  the 
fcene  of  their  difafler.  On  their  fide  near  10,000  fell  upon 
the  fpot;  they  had  more  than  10,000  wounded,  moft  of  them 
mortally ;  939  officers,  not  including  the  inferior,  were 
killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prifoners  ;  of  two  particular  re- 
giments confifting  before  the  battle  of  4595  effective  men, 
only  1475  were  left;  their  whole  lofs  on  this  bloody  day 
was  21,529  men.  That  of  the  Pruflians  in  every  way  did 
not  amount  to  2000. 

The  Gazettes  of  both  parties  warmly  difputed  the  vain 
honour  of  the  field  of  battle.  On  the  moft  diligent  en- 
quiry, it  appears  that  both  parties  fpent  the  night  on  or  very 
near  the  place  of  action.  But  this  is  an  affair  of  little  con- 
fequence.  The  Pruflians  had  all  the  fruits,  and  moft  of  the 
proofs  of  a  victory  the  moft  complete  and  decifive.  A  vaft 
train  of  artillery  taken,  the  military  cheft,  a  number  of 
prifoners,  many  of  them  officers  of  high  rank  ;  the  retreat 
of  the  Ruflian  army,  the  next  and  the  following  days  ;  their 
General  Fermor's  requeft  for  leave  to  bury  the  dead  ;  their 
incapacity  to  advance  or  form  any  new  enterprize ;  the  King 
of  PruiTia's  unmolefted operations  againft  his  other  enemies; 
all  thefe  form  the  moft  clear  and  certain  demonftration  of  a 
victory  in  all  the  points,  for  which  a  victory  is  defirable. 

Nothing  lefs  indeed,  than  a  very  compleat  victory  could 
have  done  any  effential  fervice  to  the  King's  affairs  at  that 
time,  when  four  armies  of  his  enemies  were  making  their 
way  to  one  common  centre,  and  threatened  to  unite  in  the 
heart  of  Brandenburg.  The  King  renewed  the  attack  on 
the  Ruffians  the  next  morning.  The  event  of  the  laft  day 
had  ffiewed  them,  that  there  was  no  way  of  fafety  but  in  a 
retreat,  and  in  effect  they  retreated  before  the  Pruflians  as 
far  as  Landfperg  on  the  frontiers  of  Poland.  The  King  of 
Pruflia  was  convinced  that  their  late  check  muft  wholly  dif- 
able  them  from  attempting  any  thing  material  againft  his 
dominions  on  that  fide ;  and  he  faw  clearly  that  whatever 
he  might  hope  to  gain  by  improving  his  advantage  againft 
the  Ruffians,  he  muft  lofe  far  more  by  allowing  his  other 
enemies  to  make  a  progrefs  on  the  fide  of  Saxony.  He 
fatisfied  himfelf  therefore,  with  leaving  a  fmall  body  of 
troops  under  Count  Dohna,  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the 
Muscovite  army  ;  and  marched  with  the  greateft  part  of  his 
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forces  and  the  utmoft  expedition   to  the  relief  of  prince 
Henry. 

M.  Daun  having  laid  afide  his  firft  project  for  pafling  the 
Elbe  at  Meiffen,  enterprifed  nothing  new  on  the  fide  of 
Saxony  for  fome  days  ;  he  contented  himfelf  with  taking  a 
pofition  at  Stolpen  to  the  Eaftward  of  the  Elbe,  by  which, 
whilft  he  preferved  to  himfelf  an  eafy  communication  with 
the  army  of  the  Empire,  he  interrupted  the  communica- 
tion between  Bautzen  and  Drefden  ;  he  favoured  the  opera- 
tions of  General  Laudohn,  who  had  advanced  through  the 
Lower  Lufatia  to  the  confines  of  Brandenburgh ;  and  by 
drawing  the  attention  of  the  Pruffian  forces  which  were 
left  in  Silefia  to  the  northward  of  that  dutchy,  he  facilitated 
the  progrefs  of  the  Generals  Harach  and  de  Ville  in  the 
fouthern  parts.  Admirable  difpofitions  without  aAueftion, 
if  the  time  had  not  called  for  more  vigorous  meafures,  and 
if  the  refcue  of  Saxony  from  the  King  of  Pruflia  had  not 
been  the  great  object:  of  the  campaign  !  It  is  not  impoflible 
that  the  court  of  Vienna  had  ftill  fuch  an  hankering  after 
Silefia,  as  induced  them  to  flacken  their  efforts  on  the  fide 
of  Saxony,  in  hopes,  that  if  M.  Daun  could  protract  the 
operations  there,  fo  as  to  find  full  employment  for  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  their  other  forces  might  reduce  Silefia  with  great 
facility  ;  and  thus  perhaps  by  aiming  at  two  fuch  difficult 
objects  at  once,  as  it  generally  happens,  they  loft  them  both. 
Upon  any  other  fuppofition,  it  is  not  very  eafy  to  account 
for  the  feeming  inactivity  of  M.  Daun,  whilft  he  had  fo 
fair  a  game  in  his  hands.  However  advantageoufly  prince 
Henry  might  have  chofen  his  poft,  or  however  ftrongly  he 
might  have  fecured  it,  yet,  the  prodigious  fuperiority  of  the 
combined  armies  feems  to  have  more  than  over-balanced 
that  advantage,  and  to  have  juftified,  nay,  to  have  demand- 
ed fome  bold  and  decifive  attempt. 

In  fa£t,  this  appeared  at  length  to  be  the  Marfhal's  own 
opinion.     For  when  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Sonneftein  moft 
unaccountably  furrendered,  with  a  garrifon  of  1400  men,  to 
the  Auftrian  General  Mac-Guire  after  the  refin- 
ance of  no  more  than  a  fingle  day  ;  M.  Daun  pro-     Sept.  5. 
pofed  that  the  prince  of  Deux-Ponts  mould  attack 
Prince  Henry,  whilft  the  grand  army  of  the  Auftrians  laying 
bridges  between  two  fires,  at  a  fmall   diftance  from  each 
other,  fhoukl  pafs  the  Elbe,  and  falling  at  the  fame 
time  on  the  Pruftians,  fecond  the  attack  of  the  Iin-  Sept.  10. 
periaiifts,  and  cut  off  the  retreat  of  their  enemies 
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towards  Drefden.  This  was  to  bring  matters  to  a  fpeedy 
decifion.  But  now  the  King  of  Pruflia  by  the  mod  rapid 
marches  had  reached  the  frontiers  of  Saxony.  The  whole 
defign  was  difconcerted  ;  and  far  from  being  able  to  diflodge 
prince  Henry,  they  found  themfelves  utterly  unable  to  pre- 
vent the  King  his  brother  from  joining  him,  with 
Sept.  ii.  his  whole  army.  On  his  approach  General 
Laudohn  abandoned  his  advantages  in  the  Lower 
Lufatia,  and  fell  back  upon  M.  Daun ;  who  himfelf  retired 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Drefden  and  fell  back  as  far  as 
Zittau.  The  army  of  the  Empire  pofleflTed  of  the  ftrong 
port  of  Pirna,  which  the  Saxons  had  occupied  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war,  kept  their  ground;  but  did  not  undertake 
any  thing.  Thus  in  fifteen  days  the  King  of  Prufiia,  by 
his  unparallelled  fpirit,  diligence,  and  magnanimity,  fought, 
and  defeated  a  fuperior  body  of  his  enemies,  in  one  extre- 
mity of  his  dominions,  and  baffled  without  fighting  another 
fuperior  body  in  the  other  extremity. 

Thefe  advantages,  glorious  as  they  were,  were  not  the 
only  ones  which  followed  the  victory  at  Zorndorf.  The 
Swedes  who  directed  their  motions  by  thofe  of  their  Ruffian 
allies,  haftened  their  operations  when  that  army  had  ad- 
vanced into  Brandenburgh.  General  Wedel  was  detached 
from  Saxony,  to  ftop  their  progrefs ;  and  the  prince  of  Be- 
vern,  now  Governor  of  Stettin,  gave  them  fome  oppofition. 
All  this,  however,  had  proved  ineffe&ual,  if  the  news  of 
the  defeat  of  the  Ruffians  had  not  alarmed  the  Swedes  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  them  return  with  more  expedi- 
tion than  they  had  advanced.  Tho'  the  King  of  Pruflia's 
affairs  began  to  put  on  a  better  appearance  by  thefe  efforts, 
the  fortune  of  the  war  ftill  hung  in  a  very  dubious  fcale. 
The  enemy  was  ftill  fuperior.  The  Swedes  and  Ruffians 
had  ftill  fome  footing  in  his  dominions.  The  Auftrians  and 
Imperialifts  were  yet  in  Saxony  ;  and  if  the  King's  armies 
had  it  in  their  power  to  take  ftrong  fituations ;  the  enemy 
had  the  fame  advantages.  The  condition  of  things  was  ex- 
tremely critical,  and  the  leaft  error  or  misfortune  threatened 
ftill  to  plunge  the  King  of  Pruflia  into  an  abyfs  of  cala- 
mities. 
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CHAP.    XII. 

General  Oberg  defeated  at  Laniverenhagen.  King  of  Pruffia 
furprifed  at  Hocbkircben.  M.  Keith  and  Prince  Francis  of 
Brunfwick  killed.  Affair  at  Gorlitz.  King  of  Pruffia 
marches  into  Silefia.  M.  Daun  invefs  Drefden.  The 
fuburbs  burned.  King  of  Pruffia  raifes  the  ftege  of  Neifs 
and  Cofel.  He  returns  into  Saxony.  The  Aujlrians  re- 
tire into  Bohemia.     Difpoft  ions  for  the  winter. 

TH  E  operations  of  the  armies  in  Weftphalia,  feemed 
for  a  long  time  to  languifh.  The  grand  army  of  the 
French  under  M.  de  Contades,  was  wholly  unable  to  drive 
prince  Ferdinand  from  the  ports  which  he  had  chofen  fo  ju- 
dicioufly  along  the  Lippe,  The  other  divifion  of  the  French 
forces  under  the  Prince  de  Soubife,  had  made  no  great  pro- 
grefs  on  the  fide  of  HefTe-'CaiTel,  againft  the  prince  Ifenburg, 
who  (till  kept  his  ground  in  that  principality,  in  order  to 
protect  the  courfe  of  the  Wefer,  and  to  cover  the  electo- 
rate. The  French  were  fenfible  that  an  attack  on  the  prin- 
cipal army  of  the  allies,  would  prove  a  very  dangerous  at- 
tempt, in  which  even  if  they  mould  have  fome  fuccefs, 
their  progrefs  into  the  King's  electoral  dominions  mull  be 
very  flow  and  difficult.  But  as  the  body  of  the  allies  em- 
ployed in  HefTe-Caflel  was  far  the  weakeft,  and  as  an  ad- 
vantage on  that  fide  promifed  them  the  command  of  the 
Wefer,  and  a  better  paflage  into  the  heart  of  the  enemies 
country,  they  determined  to  make  an  attempt  there.  To 
further  this  defign,  a  confiderable  detachment  was  made 
from  the  army  of  M.  de  Contades,  which  incseafed  the 
prince  of  Soubife's  corps  to  at  leaft  30,000  men.  Prince 
Ferdinand,  who  was  Efficiently  aware  of  the  enemies  plan, 
had  fome  time  before  fent  General  Oberg  with  a  ftrong 
reinforcement  to  join  the  prince  Ifenburg ;  but  notwith- 
ftanding  this  reinforcement,  the  whole  force  of  the  allies  in 
HefTe  did  not  exceed  1  5000.  This  body  was  attacked  by 
the  French  at  Lanwerenhagen,  and  their  great 
fuperiority,  efpeciaily  in  point  of  cavalry,  obliged  Sept.  30. 
the  allies  to  retire  with  the  lofs  of  about  1 500 
men.  The  allies  unable  to  keep  the  field,  had  however 
fome  woods  in  their  rear  which  covered  their  retreat,  and 
they  preferved  fo  good  a  countenance  as  prevented  their 
defeat  from  becoming  total. 

F  2  Great, 
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Great  confequences  might  have  been  apprehended  from 
this  affair.  But  the  vigilance  of  prince  Ferdinand,  who  had 
eftablifhed  the  moft  ready  communications  all  along  the 
Lippe,  fuffered  the  victorious  army  to  reap  but  little  advan- 
tage from  their  victory.  That  accomplifhed  General  ad- 
vanced with  the  utmoft  expedition  towards  Rheda,  and  the 
P.  Ifenburg  having  fallen  back  upon  him,  they  joined  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  perfectly  to  fecure  the  Wefer,  without  lofing 
any  thing  en  the  fide  of  the  Rhine.  And  although  thefe 
neceffary  motions,  in  fome  fort  uncovered  the  electorate, 
fo  as  to  lay  it  open  to  the  incurfipns  of  the  enemies  light 
troops,  who  penetrated  even  to  the  gates  of  Hanover ;  yet 
the  French  were  not  in  a  condition  to  eftablifh  any  confi- 
derable  body,  or,  to  take  any  pofl  of  moment  in  that  part. 

During  this  tiine,  the  armies  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  and 
M.  Daun,  made  no  very  remarkable  movements.  The 
Marfhal  kept  his  advantageous  camp  at  Stolpen,  by  which 
he  preferved  a  communication  with  the  army  of  the  Em- 
pire. The  army  was  fecured  by  its  inacceifible  fituation, 
but  it  enterprifed  nothing;  of  confequence.  The  King  of 
Pruflia  on  the  Qther  hand.,  having  taken  pofTeilion  of  the 
important  pofl:  of  Bautzen,  which  lies  fo  opportunely  for 
commanding  at  once  both  Mifnia  and  Lufatia,  extended  his 
right  wing  to  Hochkirchen.  By  this  pofition  he  preferved  a 
communication  with  the  army  of  his  brother  prince  Henry, 
he  protected  Brandenburg  from  the  incurfions  of  the  Auf- 
trians,  and  at  the  fame  time  that  he  fecured  thefe  intereft- 
ing  objects,  he  was  better  fituated  for  throwing  fuccours 
into  Silefia,  than  he  could  be  any  where  elfe  confidently 
with  his  general  plan.  The  two  armies  kept  the  raoft 
watchful  eye  upon  each  others  motions.  The  principal  aim 
of  the  King  of  Pruflia,  feemed  to  have  been  the  preventing 
M.  Daun  from  communicating  with  Bohemia.  The  great 
intention  of  M.  Daun  was  to  cut  off"  the  King  from  Silefia. 
Things  were  fo  ballanced,  that  it  did  not  feem  pofTible  by 
mere  fkill  in  inarches  and  pofitions  to  anfwer  thefe  ends 
very  fully :  therefore  a  battle  feemed  inevitable.  But  it 
feemed  too  that  confidering  the  fituation  ot\both  armies,  a 
battle  could  not  be  attempted  without  extreme  danger  to 
the  party  who  fhould  begin  the  attack. 

M.  Daun  faw  that  if  any  more  time  was  loft  without 
action,  the  very  feafon  muff  oblige  him  to  evacuate  Saxony, 
and  thus  give  up  all  the  fruits  of  the  campaign.     He  came 

to 
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to  a  refolution  of  giving  the  King  of  Pruflia  battle.  But 
even  in  the  vigour  of  this  refolution,  appeared  the  extreme 
caution  which  chara£terifes  that  able  General.  Having 
communicated  his  defign  to  the  prince  of  Deux-Ponts,  and 
fettled  meafures  with  him,  he  marched  in  the  dead  of  a  very 
dark  night,  in  three  columns,  towards  the  right  of  the  King 
of  Prutfia's  camp.  Notwithstanding  the  darknefs  of  the 
night,  notwithflanding  the  neceflary  divifion  of 
the  Auftrian  army,  the  greatnefs  of  their  num-  Oct  14. 
bers,  and  the  length  of  way  they  had  to  march, 
yet  fuch  was  the  wife  conduct  and  great  good  fortune  of 
this  defign,  that  they  all  arrived  at  the  fame  time  at  the 
Pruffian  camp,  none  having  loft  their  way,  without  difco- 
very,  without  confufion,  and  began  the  attack  with  the 
utmoft  regularity  and  refolution  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

How  the  King's  out-guards  were  kept  fo  as  to  make  fuch  a 
furprife  practicable,  is  hard  to  fay.  It  is  hard  to  accufe 
the  vigilance  of  fo  able  a  commander,  or  the  attention  of 
fo  many  finifhed  officers  as  ferved  under  him.  To  fpeak 
of  treachery  is  a  way  of  accounting  for  misfortunes,  more 
common  than  reafonable.  However  it  was,  the  Pruflians 
had  not  time  to  flrike  their  tents,  when  they  found  the 
enemy  in  the  midft  of  the  camp,  and  an  impetuous  attack 
already  begun.  Scarce  had  the  battle  began,  when  a  de- 
feat feemed  certain  ;  not  fo  much  from  the  confufion  of 
the  troops,  as  the  irreparable  lofs  of  two  officers  in  the 
highefl  command,  and  of  the  greatefl:  merit.  M.  Keith 
received  two  mufquet  balls,  and  fell  dead  upon  the  fpot. 
Prince  Francis  of  Brunfwick  had  his  head  fhot  off  by  a 
cannon  ball  as  he  mounted  his  horfe.  The  King  of  Prufiia 
had  then  the  whole  of  affairs  to  fuftain  alone,  at  the  time 
when  he  mofl  wanted  affiilance.  But  his  prefence  of  mind, 
his  firmnefs,  his  activity,  remedied  in  fome  meafure  the  ef- 
fects of  this  unforefeen  attack,  and  the  loffes  and  diforders 
it  had  occafioned  ;  he  was  every  where  prefent,  and  infpi- 
red  his  troops  with  an  ardor  like  his  own.  The  King  or- 
dered fome  detachments  from  his  left,  to  reinforce  his  right 
wing  ;  but  in  the  moment  the  orders  were  received,  the 
left  itfelf  was  furiouily  attacked.  General  Retzow  who 
commanded  in  that  quarter,  with  difficulty  repulfed  the 
Auftrians,  and  was  not  able  to  afford  any  considerable  atlif- 
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tance  to  the  right,  which  was  alone  obliged  to  fupport  the 
whole  weight  of  the  grand  attack. 

The  Auftrians  in  the  beginning  of  the  engagement  had 
beaten  them  out  of  the  village  of  Hochkirchen;  as  the  fate 
of  the  day  depended  upon  that  poll:,  the  hotteft  of  the  dif- 
pute  was  there.  The  Pruffians  made  three  bloody  and  un- 
fuccefsful  attacks  on  the  village  ;  on  the  fourth  they  carried 
it ;  but  the  Auftrians  pouring  continually  frefh  troops  upon 
that  fpot,  drove  them  out  at  length  after  reiterated  efforts, 
and  a  prodigious  (laughter  on  all  fides.  Then  the  King 
defpairing  of  the  fortune  of  that  field,  ordered  a  retreat  : 
his  troops,  which  had  been  fuddenly  attacked  in  a  dark 
night  by  fuperior  numbers,  and  had  run  to  arms 
fome  half  naked,  and  all  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  had, 
notwithstanding,  made  a  moil  vigorous  refiftance  ;  and 
maintained  the  fight  for  near  five  hours.  They  made  their 
retreat  in  good  order  without  being  purfued,  fupported  by 
the  good  countenance  of  their  cavalry,  and  the  fire  of  the 
numerous  and  well  ferved  artillery,  which  was  placed  in  the 
centre  of  their  camp.  They  loft  in  this  bloody  action  at 
lead  7000  men,  killed,  wounded  and  prifbners,  together 
with  many  cannon.  The  Auftrian  account  allowed  their 
own  lofs  in  killed  and  wounded  to  amount  to  near  5000. 

The  King  of  Prufiia,  in  retiring  from  Hochkirchen,  in 
fact  only  altered  the  pofition  of  his  right  wing,  which  fell 
back  as  far  as  WeifTenberg.  His  left  (till  remained  at  Baut- 
zen. This  pofition  was  nearly  as  good  as  the  former.  The 
great  lofs,  was  the  lofs  of  reputation,  which  always  attends 
a  defeat,  and  the  lofs  of  two  great  generals  which  attended 
this  in  particular.  M.  Keith  was  a  Scotchman  born.  He 
engaged  with  his  brother  the  Lord  Marfhal  in  the  Rebellion 
of  1715.  Being  obliged  to  relinquifh  his  country  on  this 
occafion,  he  entered  into  the  troops  of  Spain,  and  after- 
wards paffuip;  into  Ruffia,  he  obtained  a  confiderable  com- 
mand, and  performed, many  fignal  fervices  in  their  wars 
with  Turky  and  Sweden;  and  ferved  them  alfo  in  peace  by 
:•.  \c-fVi  $n>be{|\es.  But  finding  the  honours  of  that  country 
no  cvjiter  than  a  folendid  fervitude,  and  not  meeting  with 
(h'ofe  re,$  ardsj  which  his  long  and  faithful  fervices  dclerved, 
he  left  that  court  for  one  where  merit  is  better  known  and 
better  rewarded  ;  and  having  been  employed  fmce  the  be- 
ar rmmg  f*f  the  w  w  in  a  dlftinguiffitd  command  in  the  King 
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of  Pruilia's  armies,  he  fell  at  laft  in  a  fervice  that  was  wor- 
thy of  him. 

If  the  King  of  Pruflia  loft  fome  reputation  in  fuffering 
himfelf  to  be  furprifed  in  this  affair  ;  he  fully  retrieved  it 
by  his  extraordinary  conduct  in  the  courfe  of  the  action,  and 
his  admirable  efforts  after  it.  On  the  whole,  perhaps, 
when  all  circumftances  are  confidered,  the  King  of  Pruffia 
will  appear  greater  in  this  defeat,  than  in  any  vicfcorv  he 
ever  yet  obtained.  The  wing  of  his  armv  that  was  attack- 
ed, was  furprifed  at  a  diftance  from  him,  the  two  Generals 
that  commanded  it  flain  in  the  firfl  onfet,  his  other  princi- 
pal Generals  wounded,  the  whole  wing  in  confufion  with- 
out a  leader;  to  come,  in  thefe  defperate  circumftances,  in 
hafte  from  another  quarter ;  to  recover  all  ;  twice  to  re- 
pulfe  the  enemy,  and  at  laft  to  retire,  overborne  only  by 
numbers  and  fatigue,  without  being  purfued,  is  fuch  an 
inftance  of  great  Generalfhip,  as  perhaps  has  never  been  ex- 
ceeded. 

Whilft  thefe  things  were  doing  in  Saxonv,  the  Ruffians 
made  no  farther  attempts  on  the  fide  of  Brandt nburgh  ; 
they  remained  in  their  camp  near  Landfperg,  until  the  21ft 
of  September ;  when,  after  feveral  feigned  motions,  made 
to  cover  their  real  defign,  they  began  their  retreat  towards 
Pomerania,  where  they  arrived  on  the  26th. 

It  was  impoffible  that  they  fhould  keep  their  ground  in. 
that  province  during  the  winter,  unlefs  they  could  fecure 
fome  fea-port,  from  whence  they  might  be  fupplied  with 
provisions.  The  little  town  of  Colberg  was  very  opportune 
for  that  purpofe,  as  it  is  a  fea-port  on  the  Baltick,  and  fa 
meanly  fortified,  that  the  reduction  of  it  appeared  to  be  as 
cafy  as  expedient.  On  the  3d  of  October,  they  formed 
the  fiege  of  this  inconfiderable  place,  with  a  body  of  1  5000 
men.  But  fuch  was  the  bravery  of  Major  Hevdon  the 
Governor  ;  and  fuch  the  incapacity  of  the  Ruffians  for  ope- 
rations of  this  nature,  that  this  little  town,  defended  onlv 
by  a  rampart,  without  any  outwork,  and  lined  with  a  very 
feeble  garrifon,  held  out  againft  the  repeated  attacks  of  the 
enemy  twenty-fix  days,  and  then  obliged  them  to  nc> 
raife  the  fiege,  without  any  fuccours  whatfoever 
from  without.  This  was  the  laft  enterprife  of  the  Ruffians, 
Their  vaft  army  retired  with  difgrace,  firft  from  Branden- 
burgh,  and  then  from  Pomerania  ;  not  being  able  to  matter 
one  place  of  ftrength  in  either  country  ;  but  having  de- 
ft™ ed 
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ftroyed  with  the  mod  favage  barbarity  both  the  open 
towns  and  defencelefs  villages ;  leaving  as  ftrong  imprefli- 
ons  of  contempt  for  their  incapacity,  as  of  horror  for  their 
cruelty. 

After  the  defeat  which  the  King  received  at  Hochkirchen, 
he  omitted  no  meafures  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  making 
any  material  advantage  of  it.  He  perceived  clearly,  that 
the  advantage  they  propofed  to  derive  from  it,  was  to  cover 
the  operations  of  their  armies  in  Silefia  ;  and  that  they  had 
no  longer  any  ferious  defign  upon  Saxony  during  this 
campaign.  The  King  therefore,  made  no  fcruple  to  rein- 
force his  army  by  confiderable  detachments  from  that  of 
prince  Henry,  which  were  brought  up  by  that  prince  him- 
felf.  And  as  he  faw  that  Neifs,  the  fiege  of  which  had  been 
already  formed  and  profecuted  with  great  vigour,  muft  cer- 
tainly furrender  if  it  were  not  fpeedily  fuccoured,  he  refolv- 
ed  to  march  into  Silefia. 

To  the  execution  of  this  defign,  the  greateft  difficulties 
{larted  up  on  all  fides.  The  army  of  M.  Daun,  lately  vic- 
torious, had  no  other  bufinefs  than  to  intercept  him.  To 
fight  was  dubious ;  to  avoid  it  hard.  If  he  could  even 
avoid  a  battle,  he  had  much  to  apprehend  from  the  efforts 
of  the  enemy  to  harafs  him  on  his  march.  If  he  mould  be 
fo  happy  as  to  efcape  or  to  conquer  thefe  difficulties,  yet  his 
march  entirely  uncovered  Saxony,  and  abandoned  that  moll 
interefting  poiTefTion,  very  poorly  defended,  to  all  the  force 
two  powerful  armies. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  confideration  of  Saxony  mould 
detain  him  in  his  prefent  fituation,  Silefia  ran  the  fame  rifque, 
and  the  fame  or  greater  difadvantages  muft  enfue  to  his  af- 
iairs,  by  fullering  the  Auftrians  to  obtain  a  footing  there. 
This  dilemma,  which  would  have  rendered  a  meaner  geni- 
us entirely  inactive,  and  hindered  him  from  taking  any  reso- 
lution, only  obliged  the  King  of  Pruflia  to  take  his  refoluti- 
on  with  the  greater  fpeed,  and  to  execute  it  with  the  great- 
er vigour. 

On  the  24th  of  Ne^vember  at  night,  he  quitted  his  camp 
at  Dobrefchutz,  and  making  a  great  compafs,  he  arrived, 
without  any  obftxuclion  from  the  enemy,  in  the  plain  of 
Corlitz.  A  body  of  the  Auftrians  had  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  fecure  this  poft  before  him  ;  thofe  that  arrived  were  de- 
feated, with  the  lofs  of  800  men.  By  this  happy  march, 
a.11  the  advantages  of  M.  Daun's  ftudied  poiitioii,  of  all  the 
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fruits  his  boafted  victory  at  Hochkirchen,  were  loll  in  a  mo- 
ment, and  an  open  paffage  to  Silefia  lay  before  the  King. 
He  purfued  his  march  with  the  greateft  diligence.  General 
Laudohn,  with  24,000  men,  was  fent  to  purfue  him.  That 
a£tive  General  continually  harafled  his  rear  guard  ;  but  the 
King  continued  his  march  without  interruption,  and  fuffer- 
ed  him  to  take  many  little  advantages,  rather  than  by  de- 
laying toconteft  fmall  matters,  to  endanger  a  defign,  which 
might  be  decifive  of  the  whole  campaign. 

On  the  other  hand,  Daun,  not  content  with  the  obfta- 
cles  which  General  Laudohn  threw  in  the  King's  way,  fent 
a  large  body  of  horfe  and  foot  by  another  route  to  reinforce 
the  army  which  under  the  Generals  Harfch  and  De  Ville  had 
formed  the  liege  of  Neifs,  and  the  blockade  of  Cofel.  But 
he  perceived  that  all  thefe  meafures  would  probably  prove 
ineffectual,  as  his  principal  project,  which  was  to  cover 
Silefia,  had  been  defeated.  He  therefore  turned  his  views 
towards  Saxony,  and  fatisfying  himfelf  with  detaching  Ge- 
neral Laudohn,  which  might  create  an  opinion  that  the 
whole  Auftrian  army  purfued,  he  followed  the  King  no  far- 
ther than  Gorlitz  ;  which  place  he  immediately  quitted, 
and  having  by  forced  marches  gained  the  Elbe,  he 
paffed  that  river  at  Pima,  and  advanced  towards  Nov.  6. 
Drefden.  At  the  fame  time  the  army  of  the  Em- 
pire, by  its  motions  having  obliged  the  Pruflian  army  then 
extremely  weakened  by  the  detachments  that  had  been 
drawn  from  it,  to  retire  from  its  poft  before  Drefden,  feme 
miles  to  the  weftward  of  that  city,  cut  off  their  communica- 
tion with  Leipfic,  whilft  M.  Daun  attempted  to  cut  off  their 
communication  with  Drefden  ;  but  they  found  means  to 
throw  themfelves  into  that  city,  and  afterwards  to  retire 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  Elbe.  The  Auftrians  and  Imperial- 
ifts  began  at  once  to  inveft  thofe  two  important  places ; 
another  party  advanced  towards  Torgau,  and  attempted 
that  town.  It  feemed  utterly  impoffible  to  prevent  the 
Auftrians  from  becoming  mafters  of  Saxony,  who  in  a  man- 
ner covered  the  whole  country  with  their  forces. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  King  of  Pruffia  drew  nearer  and 
nearer  to  Neifs.  The  fiege  of  that  fortrefs  was  commenced 
on  the  4th  of  Auguft  ;  on  the  3d  of  October  it  was  com- 
pletely inveft ed  ;  and  the  place  was  pufhed  on  one  fide  with 
the  greateft  vigour,  and  on  the  other  maintained  with  the 
moft  confummate  (kill  and  braveryy  until  the  approach  of 
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the  King  of  Pruflia  obliged  the  Auftrians,  on  the  ift  of  No- 
vember, to  raife  the  fiege,  leaving  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  military  ftores  behind  them.  The  fame  terror  obliged 
the  parties  employed  in  the  blockade  of  Cofel,  to  leave 
that  place  at  liberty,  and  to  fall  back,  together  with  the 
armies  of  the  Generals  Harfch  and  De  Ville,  into  Bohemia, 
and  the  Auftrian  Silefia. 

The  King  of  Pruflia,  when  he  had  thus  by  the  report  of 

his  march,  without  fighting,  driven  his  enemies 
Nov.  9.     out  of  Silefia,  loft  not  a  moment  to  return  by  the 

fame  route,  and  with  the  fame  expedition  to  the 
relief  of  Saxony.  Two  bodies  of  his  troops  had  moved  for 
the  fame  purpofe  out  of  Pomerania,  one  under  Count  Doh- 
na,  and  one  under  General  Wedel.  The  corps  under  We- 
del  had  thrown  itfelf  into  Torgau,  repulfed  the  Auftrians, 
who  had  attempted  that  place,  and  purfued  them  as  far  as 
Eulenburg.  The  grand  operation  of  the  Auftrians  was 
againft  Drefden.  M.  Daun,  with  an  army  of  60,000  men, 
came  before  that  city,  on  the  very  day  on  which  the  King 
of  Pruffia  began  his  march  to  oppofe  him,  fo  that  he  might 
well  imagine  his  fuccefs  certain  againft  a  place  meanly  for- 
tified, and  defended  only  by  12,000  men.  The  fame  day 
he  began  to  cannonade  it,  and  his  light  troops,  fupported 
by  the  grenadiers  of  the  army,  made  a  fharp  attack  upon 
the  fuburbs.  The  Governor,  Count  Schmettau,  faw  that 
from  the  weaknefs  of  the  fuburbs  it  would  prove  impoflible 
for  him  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  poflefllng  themfelves  of 
them  by  a  coup  de  main,  and  if  they  fucceeded  in  this  at- 
tempt the  great  heighth  of  the  houfes,  being  fix  or  feven 
(lories,  and  entirely  commanding  the  ramparts,  would  ren- 
der the  reduction  of  the  body  of  the  place  equally  eafy  and 
certain.  Thefe  confiderations  determined  him  to  fet  thefe 
fuburbs  on  fire. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  fuburbs  of  Drefden  compofe 
one  of  the  fineft  towns  in  Europe,  and  are  greatly  fuperior 
to  that  which  lies  within  the  walls.  Here  the  moft  wealthy 
part  of  the  inhabitants  refide,  and  here  are  carried  on  thofe 
ieveral  curious  manufactures  for  which  Drefden  is  fo  fa- 
mous. Count  Daun  forefaw  this  confequence  of  his  at- 
tempt. He  endeavoured  to  intimidate  the  Governor  from 
this  meafure,  to  which  he  knew  the  cruel  reafon  of  war 
would  naturally  lead  him,  by  threatening  to  make  him  per- 
sonally anfwerable  for  the  fteps  he  fhould  take ;  but  Count 
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Schmettau  anfwered  with  the  firmnefs  that  became  a  man 
of  honour  and  a  foldier,  that  he  would  anfwer  whatever  he 
mould  do,  and  would  not  only  burn  the  fuburbs,  in  cafe 
M.  Daun  advanced,  but  would  likewife  defend  the  city  it- 
felf  ftreet  by  ftreet,  and  at  laft  even  the  caftle,  which  was 
the  royal  refidence,  if  he  mould  be  driven  to  it.  When 
the  magiftrates  were  apprifed  of  this  refolution,  they  fell  at 
the  feet  of  Count  Schmettau,  and  implored  him  to  change 
his  mind,  and  to  have  mercy  on  that  devoted  part  of  their 
city.  The  part  of  the  royal  family,  who  remained  in  Dref- 
den,  joined  their  fupplications  to  thofe  of  the  magiftrates  ; 
they  prayed  him  to  fpare  that  laft  refuge  of  diftreffed  royal- 
ty, and  to  allow  at  lead  a  fecure  refidence  to  thofe,  who 
had  been  deprived  of  every  thing  elfe.  All  entreaties  were 
vain.  Schmettau  continued  firm  in  his  refolution.  He 
told  them  that  their  fafety  depended  on  themfelves,  and  on 
M.  Daun  ;  that  if  he  made  no  attempts,  the  fuburbs  mould 
be  ftrll  fecure ;  but  that  if  he  took  any  farther  fteps,  the 
neceflity  of  his  mailer's  fervice,  and  his  own  honour,  would 
compel  him  to  aft  very  difagreeable  to  the  lenity  of  his  dif- 
pofition.  The  magiftrates  retired  in  defpair.  Combuftibles 
were  laid  in  all  the  houfes. 

At  three  o'clock  next  morning,  the  fignal  for  Nov.  10, 
firing  the  fuburbs  was  given,  and  in  a  moment 
a  place  fo  lately  the  feat  of  eafe  and  luxury,  flourifhing  in 
traffick,  in  pleafures,  and  ingenious  arts,  was  all  in  flames. 
A  calamity  fo  dreadful  needs  no  high  colouring.  However, 
as  little  mifchief  attended  fuch  a  combuftion,  as  the  nature 
of  the  thing  could  admit.  Very  few  loft  their  lives ;  but 
many  -their  whole  fubftance.  When  this  was  done,  the 
Prufllan  troops  abandoned  the  flaming  fuburbs,  and  retired 
in  good  order  into  the  city. 

M.  Daun  faw  this  fire,  which,  whilft  it  laid  wafte  the 
capital  of  his  ally,  made  it  more  difficult  for  him  to  force 
it,  he  fent  in  fome  empty  threats  to  the  Governor.  But 
the  Saxon  minifter  at  Ratifbon,  made  grievous  complaints 
to  the  Diet,  of  what  he  represented  as  the  moft  unparalleled 
act  of  wanton  and  unprovoked  cruelty,  that  had  ever  been 
committed.  The  emiffaries  of  the  court  of  Vienna  fpread 
the  fame  complaints ;  and  they  made  no  fcruple  to  invent, 
and  to  alter  fads  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  move  the  greateft 
pity  towards  the  fufferers,  and  the  greateft  indignation 
againft  the  King  of  Pruflla.     All  thefe,  however,  were  in 
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a  fhort  time  abundantly  confuted,  by  the  authentick  certi- 
ficates of  the  magistrates  of  Drefden,  and  of  thofe  officers 
of  the  court,  who  were  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  trans- 
action. By  thefe  certificates  it  appears,  that  only  250 
houfes  were  confumed.  Though  this  was  a  terrible  cala- 
mity, it  was  nothing  to  the  accounts  given  in  the  gazettes  of 
the  Auftrian  faction.  By  thefe  certificates  it  appears  alfo, 
that  the  people  were  not  furprifed,  but  had  fufficient  notice 
of  the  Governor's  intentions,  to  enable  them  to  provide 
for  their  fafety.  In  a  word,  all  the  charges  of  cruelty 
againft  the  Pruflian  commander,  and  foldiery  were  fully 
overthrown. 

This  fire  made  a  coup  de  main  impracticable ;  regular 
operations  demanded  time,  and  the  King  of  Pruflia  was 
now  in  full  march  towards  Saxony.  M.  Daun  retired  from 
before  the  place  on  the  1 7th.  The  King,  after  crofling 
Lufatia,  pafling  the  Elbe,  and  joining  his  troops  under 
Count  Dohna  and  General  Wedel,  arrived  triumphantly  at 
Drefden  on  the  20th.  The  armies  of  M.  Daun  and  the 
Empire  gave  way  towards  Bohemia,  into  which  kingdom 
they  loon  after  finally  retreated,  without  enterprifing  any 
thing  further.  Six  fieges  were  raifed  almoft  at  the  fame 
time;  that  of  Colberg,  carried  on  by  General  Palmbach, 
under  the  orders  of  Marfhal  Fermor  ;  that  of  Neifs,  by 
M.  de  Harfch  ;  that  of  Cofei ;  that  of  Drefden  by  M. 
Daun  ;  the  blockade  of  Torgau  by  M.  Haddick  ;  and  that 
of  Leipfick  by  the  prince  of  Deux-Ponts. 

About  the  time  that  the  Auftrians  retired  into  winter 
quarters,  the  French  did  the  fame;  and  the  Hanoverians 
permitted  them  to  do  it  without  moleftation,  the  feafon  be- 
ing too.  far  advanced,  and  their  army  perhaps  not  of  fuffi- 
cient ftrength  for  offenfive  operations  ;  and  prince  Ferdi- 
nand kept  the  field  no  longer.  The  Britifh  troops  had  no 
occafion  of  fignalizing  their  bravery  this  year  ;  but  without 
a  battle  the  nation  fuffered  a  considerable  lofs,  and  was 
touched  with  a  very  deep  and  general  forrow.  The  Duke 
of  Marlborough  died  in  Munfter,  the  20th  of  October,  of 
a  fever,  contracted  by  the  fatigues  of  the  campaign.  Never 
did  the  nation  lofe  in  one  man,  a  temper  more  candid  and 
benevolent,  manners  more  amiable  and  open,  a  more  pri- 
mitive integrity,  a  more  exalted  generofity,  a  more  warm 
and  feeling  heart.  He  left  all  the  enjoyments,  which  an 
ample  fortune  and  an  high  rank  could  bellow  in  the  publick 
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eye;  and  which  every  milder  virtue,  every  difpofition  to 
make  and  to  be  made  happy,  could  give  in  a  domeftic  life  : 
he  left  thefe  for  the  fervice  of  his  country,  and  died  for 
its  defence,  as  he  had  lived  for  its  ornament  and  hap- 
pinefs. 

If  we  compare  the  events  of  this  year  with  thofe  of  the 
laft,  we  lhall  find  in  the  actions  of  the  prefent  year,  perhaps 
lbmething  lefs  of  that  aftonifhing  eclat  ;  fewer  battles ;  not 
fo  many  nor  fo  ftrikirrg  revolutions  of  fortune  ;  but  we  may 
difcover  upon  all  fides  far  greater  management,  and  a  more 
ftudied  and  refined  conduct  ;  more  artful  movements,  a  more 
judicious  choice  of  ports,  more  quick  and  vigorous  marches. 
If  in  the  laft  year,  the  King  of  Pruffia  was  the  hero  of  the 
imagination,  he  is  this  year  the  hero  of  the  judgment ;  and 
we  have,  I  think,  reafon  to  admire  him  upon  jufter  princi- 
ples. Obliged  to  evacuate  Moravia,  he  throws  himfelf  in- 
to  Bohemia,  and  executes  a  retreat  with  all  the  fpirit  of  an 
invafion.  He  marches  more  than  an  hundred  miles  through 
an  enemy's  country,  followed  and  harrafled  by  large  armies, 
who  are  unable  to  obtain  any  advantage  over  him.  Gain- 
ing at  length  his  own  territories,  he  engages  the  vaft  army 
of  the  Ruffians  and  defeats  it.  He  is  unable  to  follow  his 
blow,  but  he  difables  them  from  finking  any  againft  that 
part  of  his  dominions,  which  he  is  obliged  to  leave.  Whilft 
he  is  engaged  with  the  Ruffians  on  the  frontiers  of  Poland, 
the  Auftrians  and  Imperialifts  enter  Saxony.  Before  they 
can  do  any  thing  decifive,  the  King  is  himfelf  fuddenly  in 
Saxony,  and  by  his  prefence,  at  once  difconcerts  all  their 
projects.  The  fcene  is  again  changed,  they  furprife  him 
in  his  camp  at  Hochkirchen,  two  of  his  Generals  are  killed, 
his  army  defeated,  his  camp  is  taken.  They  attack  Silefia 
with  a  formidable  army.  Notwithftandmg  his  late  defeat ; 
notwithstanding  the  great  fuperiority  of  his  enemies  ;  not- 
withstanding the  advantage  of  their  pofts ;  he  makes  an 
amazing  fweep  about  all  their  forces,  eludes  their  vigilance, 
renders  their  pofitions  unprofitable  ;  and  marching  with 
an  aftonifhing  rapidity  into  the  remoteft  parts  of  Silefia, 
obliges  the  Auftrian  armies  to  retire  with  precipitation  out 
of  that  province.  Then  he  flies  to  the  relief  of  Saxonv, 
which  his  enemies  had  again  profited  of  his  abfence  to  in- 
vade ;  and  again  by  the  fame  rapid  and  well  conducted 
march,  he  obliges  them  to  abandon  their  prize.  Defeated 
by  the  Auflrians  he  acquired  by  his  conduct  all  the  advan- 
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tages  of  the  moft  compleat  victory.  He  guarded  all  his  pof-r 
feffions  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  enable  them  all  to  endure 
his  abfence  for  fome  fhort  time  ;  and  he  conducted  his 
marches  with  fuch  fpirit,  as  did  not  make  it  neceffary  to 
them  to  hold  out  any  longer  ;  he  made  twice  the  circuit  of 
his  dominions,  and  in  their  turn  he  relieved  them  all. 

Nor  was  the  conduct  of  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick 
lefs  worthy  of  admiration.  Placed  at  the  head  of  a  body 
of  troops,  who  were  but  lately  obliged  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  he  found  the  enemy  in  poffeifion  of  the  whole  open 
country,  and  of  all  the  ftrong  places  in  it.  Commencing 
the  campaign  in  the  midft  of  a  fevere  winter,  without  any 
place  of  ilrength  in  his  hands,  he  drove  the  enemy  from  all 
thole  they  held.  He  obliged  them  to  repafs  the  Rhine,  he 
followed  and  defeated  them  in  a  pitched  battle.  Being  af- 
terwards obliged  by  the  great  force  of  France  on  its  own 
frontier,  and  the  numerous  armies  they  had  in  different  pla- 
ces, to  repafs  the  Rhine  ;  he  defended  Lippe  againil  num- 
bers greatly  fuperior,  and  though  they  defeated  a  part  of  his 
army,  they  were  not  able  to  turn  their  victory  to  the  lead 
advantage.  Prince  Ferdinand's  campaign  may  well  pals  for 
a  perfect  model  of  defenfive  operations. 

The  Auftrians,  in  taking  winter  quarters,  difpofed  their 
forces  fo  as  to  form  a  chain  of  an  amazing  length,  from  the 
frontiers  of  Moravia  paffing  through  Bohemia,  all  along 
the  fkirts  of  Silefia  and  the  borders  of  Saxony.  There  the 
Imperial  army  joined  this  chain,  and  continued  it  through 
Thuringia  and  Franconia,  where  it  was  united  to  the  quar- 
ters of  the  Prince  de  Soubife.  Thefe  troops  had  fallen  back 
from  Heffe  Caffel,  finding  themfelves  unable  to  maintain 
their  ground  in  the  landgraviate.  The  Prince  de  Soubife's 
cantonments  extended  weftward  along  the  courfe  of  the 
Maine  and  Lahn,  to  meet  thofe  of  the  M.  de  Contades 
which  ftretched  to  the  Rhine,  and  continued  the  chain  be- 
yond it  quite  to  the  Maefe,  fo  as  to  command  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  Rhine,  on  both  fides,  both  upward  and  down- 
ward. Prince  Ferdinand  was  unable  to  extend  himfelf  to 
fuch  a  length  ;  and  efpecially  found  it  impracticable  to  efta- 
blifh  quarters  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine  ;  but  he  dif- 
pofed his  troops  in  the  moft  advantageous  manner  in  the 
bifhoprics  of  Munfter,  Paderborn,  and  Hildefheim,  and 
in  the  landgraviate  of  Heffe  Caffel.  The  feveral  bodies 
may  all  unite  with  eaie,  and  fupport  each  other.  To  pre- 
fer ve 
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ferve  a  communication  between  this  and  the  Pruflian  army, 
as  well  as  to  break  fome  part  of  that  formidable  chain  of  the 
enemy,  the  King  fent  fome  bodies  of  his  troops  into  Thu- 
ringia,  who  difpoflefled  the  army  of  the  Empire  of  feveral 
of  their  ports  there,  and  they  now  threaten  to  penetrate  (till 
farther. 

The  King  of  Pruflia,  when  he  had  a  lecond  time  driven 
the  Auftrians  and  Imperialifts  out  of  Saxony,  refolved  to 
keep  no  meafures  with  that  unhappy  country.  He  declared 
that  he  was  refolved  no  longer  to  confider  it  as  a  depofit, 
but  as  a  country  which  he  had  twice  fubdued  by  his  arms. 
He  therefore  ordered  thofe  of  the  King  of  Poland's  privy 
council,  who  ftill  remained  at  Drefden,  to  retire  at  a  very 
Ihort  warning.  But  if  the  King  of  Pruflia  had  a  right,  as 
perhaps  he  had,  to  confider  Saxony  as  a  lawful  conqueil, 
he  certainly  feemed  not  to  confider  the  people  as  fubjec~ts, 
when  he  continued  to  exacl:  the  mod  fevere  contributions  ; 
and  in  a  manner  too  very  little  becoming  a  lawful  fovereign  ; 
for  he  furrounded  the  exchange  with  foldiers,  and  confi- 
ning the  merchants  in  narrow  lodgings  on  ftraw  beds,  he 
obliged  them  by  extreme  fuffering,  to  draw  bills  on  their 
foreign  correfpondents  for  very  large  fums.  This  city  had 
been  quite  exhaufted  by  former  payments,  and  had  not 
long  before  fuffered  military  execution.  An  enemy  that 
a&ed  thus,  had  acted  feverely  ;  but  when  a  country  is  en- 
tirely poffefled  by  any  power,  and  claimed  as  a  conqueft, 
the  rights  of  war  feem  to  ceafe  ;  and  the  people  have  a  claim 
lo  be  governed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  becomes  a  juft  Prince  ; 
efpecially  when  no  extreme  neceflity  in  his  affairs  compels 
him  to  thefe  rigorous  courfes.  To  retaliate  on  thefe  mife- 
rable  people  fome  part  of  the  cruelties  committed  by  the 
Ruffians  on  his  dominions  feems  to  be  very  unreafonable, 
as  it  is  but  too  obvious,  that  the  barbarity  of  that  people 
could  not  be  retrained,  however  if  might  be  exafperated 
by  the  total  deftru&ion  of  Saxony.  Such  retaliations  are 
odious  and  cruel.  We  heartily  wifh  we  could  praife  the 
King  of  Pruflia  as  much  for  his  temperate  ufe  of  his  con- 
queft,  as  for  thofe  wonderful  and  heroic  qualities  by  which 
he  obtained  it.  We  might  be  confidered  as  partial  in  our 
account,  if  we  had  omitted  to  take  notice  of  what  is  alledg- 
ed  againft  the  King  of  Pruflia,  when  we  have  fpoken  (a 
fully  of  the  outrages  committed  by  his  enemies.  It  is  now- 
time  to  turn  our  eyes  from  this  great  theatre  towards  leffer 

event?. 
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events,  but  fuch  as  will  employ  us  altogether  as  agreeably ; 
the  operations  of  the  Britifh  fleets  and  armies  in  Europe  and 
America  againft  the  French. 

CHAP.     XIII. 

The  burning  of  the  flips  at  St.  Maloes.  Taking  of  Cher* 
burg.  Defeat  at  St.  Cas.  Operations  in  America.  Siege 
and  taking  of  Louijbourg.  Englijh  army  defeated  at  Ti~ 
condercga.  They  take  Frontenac.  The  French  abandon 
Fort  du  Gjhieftie.  Conclufton  of  the  annals  of  the  year  1  758. 

IN  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  good  condition  of  our 
navy  and  our  army  ;  the  fpirit  and  popularity  of  the 
miniftry  ;  the  wife  choice  of  commanders,  in  contempt  of 
vulgar  and  trivial  maxims ;  the  prevalence  of  the  contrary 
to  all  thefe  amongft  the  enemy  ;  gave  us  the  befr.  grounded 
hopes  of  a  vigorous  and  fuccefsful  campaign.  Concerning 
the  theatre  of  our  operations  there  was  fome  doubt.  It 
was  the  opinion  of  fome,  that  our  pufh  in  Europe  fhould 
be  made  on  the  fide  of  Germany;  and  that  we  ought  to 
ftrengthen  the  army  of  prince  Ferdinand  with  fuch  a  re- 
fpe£table  body  of  troops,  as  might  enable  that  finifhed  com- 
mander to  exert  all  his  talents,  and  to  improve  to  the  utmoft 
the  advantages  he  had  already  obtained  over  the  French. 
They  imagined,  that  if  an  early  and  confiderable  reinforce- 
ment were  fent  to  the  prince,  whilft  the  French  army  was 
yet  in  a  diftrefTed  condition,  and  if  in  this  condition  that 
fhould  receive  any  confiderable  blow,  they  would  find  it 
extremely  difficult  to  retrieve  it  :  and  receiving  this  blow, 
on  the  frontier  of  their  own  territories,  the  Prince  might 
carry  the  war  into  France  itfelf ;  and  thus  very  probablv 
bring  matters  to  a  fpeedy  decifion.  That  in  purfuing  this 
plan  a  diverfion  on  the  coaft.  of  France  was  by  no  means 
excluded  :  and  that  on  the  contrary  it  muft,  on  this  plan, 
be  attended  with  confequences  infinitely  more  important 
than  it  could  otherwife  ;  that  otherwife,  France*  might 
laugh  at  the  little  defultory  efforts  of  an  handful  of  men, 
who  were  to  be  embarked  and  dif-embarked  with  great  dif- 
ficulty a«nd  hazard,  and  which  would  always  be  obliged  to 
fly  at  the  firft  approach  of  an  enemy.  That  whilit  the. 
French  had  only  an  armv,  greatly  inferior  in  number  to  en- 
gage on  the  fide  of  Germany,  they  would  always  find  them- 

felves 
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felves  well  able  to  a£t  abroad,   and  defend  themfelves  at 
home. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  ftrongly  urged,  that  we  ought 
to  make  the  deftru&ion  of  the  French  marine  our  great 
object,  and  to  confider  all  continental  operations  only  in  a 
fecondary  light.  That  by  fending  a  large  body  of  Englifh 
troops  to  the  King's  army  on  the  Rhine,  we  muft  necefla- 
rily  weaken  our  efforts  in  America,  and  on  the  coaft  of 
France ;  and  by  drawing  away  all  our  forces,  we  muft  (hake 
that  internal  fecurity,  which  invigorated  all  our  operations 
abroad.  That  whilft  we  maintained  an  army  of  50,000 
foreigners  in  Germany,  it  would  be  the  greateft  imprudence 
to  fend  alfo  a  large  body  of  our  own  national  troops  into 
the  fame  country,  and  by  that  means  not  only  fquander 
away  our  men,  but  employ  almoft  every  penny  granted  for 
the  land  fervice,  out  of  Great  Britain  ;  a  method  which 
could  not  fail  of  exhaufting  us  in  a  very  fhort  time.  That 
the  force  already  in  Germany  was  Sufficient  to  keep  the 
French  engaged,  and  that  the  propofed  expeditions  to 
France  would,  by  attacking  the  coaft,  now  in  one  part,  now 
in  another,  and  keeping  all  parts  in  continual  alarms,  necef- 
farily  detain  a  very  confiderable  part  of  their  forces  at  home, 
and  thus  make  a  powerful. diverfion,  whilft  it  was  purfuing; 
what  ought  to  be  the  grand  perpetual  object  of  all  our 
operations,  the  deftruction  of  the  French  maritime  power. 

The  latter  opinion  prevailed  ;  but  it  was  however  fo  far 
modified  by  the  arguments  on   the  other  fide,   that  after 
fome  time  a  few  regiments  were  fent  into  Germany,  as  we 
have  before  related.      Thefe  and  better  reafons,  no  doubt, 
determined   the  operations  on   the  coaft  of  France ;  but 
whilft  the  neceflary  preparations  were  making,  their  defti-, 
nation  was  kept  an  inviolable  fecret ;  and  now,  as  they  had- 
the  year  before,  infpired  France  with  no  little  terror.  Two 
fquadrons,  by  the  latter  end  of  May,  were  in  readinefs  for 
failing.     The  greater  under  Lord  Anfon,  the  fmaller  under 
Commodore  Howe,  which  was  fo  defigned  to  convoy  the 
tranfports,  and  to  favour  the  landing  and  re-imbarkment. 
The  land  forces  confifted  of  fixteen  battalions,  and  nine  troops 
of  light  horfe  :  they  were  commanded  by  the  late  Duke  of 
Marlborough.      They  failed  from  Portsmouth  ; 
but  as  foon  as  the  fleet  fet  fail,  the   fquadron  of     Juhe  1. 
my  Lord  Anfon  feparated  from  the  reft,  and  bore 
off  to  the  Bay  of  Bifcay,  in  order  to  fpread  the  alarm  more 
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widely,  and  to  obferve  the  French  fquadron  in  Breft.    The 
other  part  of  the  fleet,  which  was  commanded  by  Commo- 
dore Howe,  with  the  tranfports,  arrived  without  any  acci- 
dent in  Cancalle  Bay,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  city  of 
St.  Maloes.     Here  the  troops  landed  without  op- 
5th.      pofition,  and  having  fortified  a  port  near  Cancalle, 
(a  poft  by  nature  well  fitted  for  defence)   for  the 
fecurity  of  their  retreat,  they  marched  in  two  columns  to 
St.  Maloes.     When  the  army  arrived  there  it  was  foon  vi- 
fible,  that  the  town,  ftrongly  fituated  on  a  peninfula,  com- 
municating with  the  main  land  only  by  a  long  and  narrow 
caufeway,  was  by  no  means  a  proper  object  of  a  coup  de 
main  ;  and  though  for  want  of  outworks,  it  was  ill  qualifi- 
ed to  fuftain  a  regular  fiege  ;  yet  our  forces  were,  for  want 
of  ftrength  and  artillery  fufficient,  altogether  as  ill  qualified 
for  fuch  an  operation.   They  were  therefore  contented  with 
fetting  fire  to  about  an  hundred  fail  of  fhipping, 
8th.      many  of  them   privateers,  which  lay  under  the 
cannon  of  the  town,  and  to  feveral  magazines 
filled  with  naval  (lores.      The  damage  was  very  confidera- 
ble ;  yet,  what  is  to  be  remarked,  the  enemy  did  not  fire  a 
fmgle  ihot  on  the  detachment  employed   in   this  ferv.ice. 
Having  nothing  more  to  do  on  this  fide,  they  retired  to 
Cancalle ;  and  reimbarked  with  as  little  oppofition 
1 2th.     as  they  met  with  at  landing ;  the  land  and  fea  com- 
manders  having  made  all  the  difpofitions  with 
great  judgment. 

Before  the  fleet  returned,  they  reconnoitred  the  town  of 
Granville  on  the  coaft  of  Normandy ;  but  finding  that  a 
large  body  of  troops  were  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood, 
they  made  no  attempt  there.  From  thence  they  moved  to- 
'  wards  Cherbourg,  and  made  the  proper  difpofitions  for 
landing  near  that  place;  but  a  hard  gale  blowing  in  to  the 
more,  and  the  tranfports  beginning  to  fall  foul  on  each 
other,  it  became  extremely  hazardous  to  attempt  landing. 
Befides,  the  provifion  was  near  exhaufted,  and  the  foldiers 
by  being  fo  long  cooped  up  in  the  tranfports,  were  grown 
fickly.  It  became  highly  neceflary  to  return  home,  and 
they  arrived  at  St.  Helen's  on  the  29th  of  June. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  expedition,  by  which 'the  French  fuf- 
iered  largely,  with  fcarce  any  lofs  on  our  fide,  though  it 
fufficiently  anfwered  the  intention  of  the  armament,  fell 
fomewhat  fhort  of  the  expectations  of  the  public,    who 

had 


*758-  The  History  of  the  War.  pt 

had  formed  much  greater  hopes,  than  it  was  poflible  for 
the  nature  of  fuch  enterprifes  to  fulfil.  However,  their 
hopes  were  again  revived  ;  by  feeing  that  every  thing  was 
prepared  for  another  expedition,  and  that  our  armies  and 
fleets  were  to  be  kept  in  conftant  action  during  the  fummer. 
The  time  was  now  come  when  we  were  to  turn  the  tables 
upon  France,  and  to  retaliate  by  real  attacks,  the  terrors 
which  had  been  raifed  by  her  menaces  of  an  invafion.  The 
Duke  of  Marlborough  had  now  taken  the  command  of  the 
Englifh  forces  in  Germany  ;  and  General  Bligh  fucceeded 
him  in  this  command.  Prince  Edward  refolved  to  go  upon 
the  expedition,  and  to  form  himfelf  for  the  fervice  of  his 
country  under  fo  brave  and  able  a  commander  as  Howe. 
It  is  eafy  to  imagine,  how  much  the  fpirit,  the  prefence 
and  example  of  the  gallant  young  prince,  who  went  with 
the  utmoft  chearfulnefs  through  all  the  detail  of  a  midfhip- 
man's  duty,  infpired  both  the  feamen  and  the  troops. 

On  the'firft  of  Auguft,  the  fleet  fet  fail  from  St.  Helen's. 
In  a  few  days  they  came  to  anchor  before  Cherbourg.  The 
French  had  drawn  a  line  ftrengthened  by  forts,  along  the 
moft  probable  places  for  landing.  They  had  drawn  down 
three  regiments  of  regular  troops,  and  a  confiderable  body 
of  militia  to  the  fhore,  and  had  in  all  appearance  threatened 
a  very  refolute  oppofition  to  the  defcent  of  the  Englifh 
forces.  But  the  Commodore  difpofed  the  men  of  war  and 
bomb  ketches  fo  judicioufly,  and  made  fo  fharp  a  fire  upon 
the  enemy,  that  they  never  ventured  out  of  their 
entrenchments  ;  fo  that  the  landing  was  effected  Aug.  6. 
in  excellent  order,  and  with  very  little  lofs.  The 
French  who  made  fo  poor  an  oppofition  to  the  landing,  had 
(till  many  advantages  from  the  nature  of  the  ground  which 
they  occupied  ;  but  they  negle&ed  them  all ;  and  abandon- 
ing by  a  moft  fhameful  defpair  their  forts  and  lines  on  the 
eoaft,  they  fuffered  the  Englifh  to  enter  Cherbourg  the 
day  after  the  landing,  without  throwing  the  leafl  obftacle 
in  their  way.  It  muft  be  remembered  too,  that  the  whole 
number  of  the  Englifh  forces  on  this  expedition  was  rather 
fhort  of  6000  men. 

Cherbourg  is  on  the  land  fide  sn  open  town  ;  neither  is 
it  very  ftrongly  defended  towards  the  fea.  The  harbour  is 
naturally  bad.  But  the  place  is  well  fituated,  in  the  midfl 
of  the  channel,  for  protecting  the  French,  and  annoying 
the  Englifh  commerce  in  time  of  war,  and  perhaps  for  fa- 
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cilitating  an  invafion  on  England  itfelf.  Monfieur  Belidor 
the  famous  engineer,  had  demonflrated  its  importance,  and 
propofed  a  plan  for  the  improvement  and  defence  of  the 
harbour,  as  well  as  for  the  fortifications  of  the  town.  This 
plan  was  approved  and  partly  put  in  execution  by  the  build- 
ing of  a  mole,  digging  a  bafon  and  making  fluices  and  flood 
gates  with  excellent  materials  and  a  vaft  expence.  The 
work  had  been  for  a  confiderable  time  difcontinued  ;  but 
in  this  expedition,  that  work  of  fo  great  ingenuity,  charge, 
•and  labour,  was  totally  deflroyed.  Whilft  our  humanity 
regrets  the  unhappy  neceflity  of  war,  we  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  the  Englim  nation  was  freed  by  the  fuccefs  of  this 
expedition,  from  what  might  one  day  be  caufe  of  no  trivial 
alarms. 

When  this  work  of  deftru&ion  was  over,  all  the  veffels 
in  the  harbour  burned,  and  hoftages  taken  for  the  contribu- 
tions levied  on  the  town,  the  forces  reimbarked, 
1 6th.     with  great  fpeed  and  fafety  without  any  interrup- 
tion from  the  enemy,  and  with  the  fame  expedi- 
tion, care  and  conduct,  as  they  had  been  firfl  landed ;  the 
army  having  continued  ten  days  unmolefted  in  France. 

The  nation  exulted  greatly  in  this  advantage,  efpecially 
as  it  almoft.  accompanied  the  news  of  our  glorious  fuccefles 
in  America.  Nothing  was  omitted  to  give  the  action  its 
utmofl  eclat ;  the  brafs  cannon  and  mortars  taken  at  Cher- 
bourg, were  drawn  from  Kenfmgton  to  the  tower,  quite 
through  the  city,  in  great  pomp  and  order,  adorn- 
Sept.  16.  ed  with  dreamers,  attended  by  guards,  drums, 
mufic,  and  whatever  elfe  might  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  vulgar.  They  who  cenfured  this  proceflion  as 
too  oftentatious,  did  not  confider,  how  forcibly  things  of 
this  nature  ftrike  upon  ordinary  minds,  and  how  greatly 
they  contribute  to  keep  the  people  in  good  humour  to  fup- 
port  the  manv  charges  and  lofles  that  are  incident  to  the 
mofl:  fuccefsful  war. 

The  fleet  when  it  left  Cherbourg,  was  driven  to  the 
coail  of  England ;  but  the  troops  were  not  diiembarked  ; 
it  was  refolved,  that  the  coafl  of  France  mould  have  no 
refpite  ;  and  accordingly  they  failed  towards  St.  Maloes, 
and  landed  in  the  bay  of  St.  Lunar  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
the  town  of  St.  Maloes.  This  choice  of  a  place  for  land- 
ing, mufl  neceffarily  have  furprifed  all  thofe  who  remem- 
bered upon  what  reafons  the  attempt  againfl  that  place  had 

been 
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been  fo  recently  laid  afide.  There  was  no  other  object  of 
fufficient  confideration  near  it.  The  town  was  at  leait  in 
as  good  a  pofture  of  defence  as  it  had  been  then  ;  and  the 
force  which  was  to  attack  it  had  fince  then  been  consider- 
ably leffened.  There  is  undoubtedly  fomething  very  unac- 
countable, as  well  in  the  choice  as  in  the  whole  conduct  of 
this  affair.  The  perfons  in  the  principal  commands,  fhifted 
the  blame  from  one  to  another.  There  is  nothing  more 
remote  from  our  defign,  than  to  fet  up  for  judges  in  mat- 
ters of  this  nature  ;  or  ungeneroufly  to  lean  on  any  officer 
who  meaning  well  to  the  fervice  of  his  country,  by  fome 
misfortune  or  miftake  fails  in  fuch  hazardous  and  intricate 
enterprifes.  We  mall  be  fatisfied  with  relating  the  facts  as 
they  happened. 

As  foon  as  the  troops  were  landed  in  the  bay  of  St. 
Lunar,  it  became  evident  that  the  defign  againfl  St.  Maloes 
was  utterly  impracticable.  Other  projects  were  then  pro- 
pofed,  but  they  all  feemed  equally  liable  to  objection.  Whilft 
they  debated  concerning  a  plan  for  their  operations,  the 
fleet  was  in  the  greater!  danger.  The  bay  of  St.  Lunar  is 
extremely  rocky ;  and  the  experience  of  the  people  of  the 
country,  together  with  what  he  faw  himfelf,  convinced  the 
Commodore  that  it  was  impoflible  to  remain  any  longer 
in  this  road  with  tolerable  fafety.  Therefore  he  moved 
up  to  the  bay  of  St.  Cas,  about  three  leagues  to  the 
weftward. 

The  fleet  was  feparated  from  the  land  forces  ;  but  it 
was  ftill  eafy  to  preferve  a  communication  between  them ; 
and  as  no  attack  was  yet  apprehended,  they  made  no  fcru- 
ple  to  penetrate  farther  into  the  country.  In  two  days  they 
arrived  at  the  village  of  Matignon,  having  had  feveral  fkir- 
miihes  with  fmall  bodies  of  the  enemy,  who  from  time  to 
time  appeared  on  their  flanks,  anerw4io  always  difappeared 
when  they  were  brifldy  encountered.  By  this  time  the 
Duke  d'Aiguillon,  Governor  of  Britanny,  was  advanced 
within  fix  miles  of  the  Englim  army,  with  a  body  of 
twelve  battalions  and  fix  fquadrons  of  regular  troops,  and 
two  regiments  of  militia.  This  determined  the  council  of 
war  to  retreat;  they  wanted  but  three  miles  to  the  bay 
of  St.  Cas.  But  in  this  little  march  a  confiderable  time 
was  confumed,  and  the  French  army  was  clofe  upon  them 
before  they  could  be  completely  reimbarked.  A  very  fteep 
bill  formed  a  fort  of  amphitheatre  about  the  bay  of  St. 

Cas, 
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Cas,  where  the  embarkation  was  making ;  but  before  the 
laft  divifion,  which  confifted  of  all  the  grenadiers  of  the 
army,  and  the  firft  regiment  of  guards,  could  get  off, 
the  French  had  marched  down  this  hill,  through  an  hol- 
low way,  and  formed  themfelves  in  a  long  line  againft 
the  few  Englifh  troops  that  remained.  There  remained 
in  this  exigency  only  the  expedient  of  afluming  a  bold 
countenance,  and  attacking  them  with  vigour.  The  bra- 
very of  our  troops  on  this  defperate  occafion,  was  wor- 
thy of  a  better  fortune.  The  lhips  and  frigates  feconded 
their  efforts,  and  made  a  fevere  fire  upon  the  enemy. 
All  was  to  no  purpofe  ;  their  ammunition  was  at  laft  fpent ; 
the  enemies  numbers  prevailed  ;  our  little  body  attempted 
to  retreat,  but  they  fell  into  confufion,  they  broke,  an  hor- 
rible (laughter  followed,  many  ran  into  the  water  and  met 
their  fate  in  that  element.  The  more  was  covered  with 
dead  bodies.  General  Dury  was  drowned.  Sir  John 
Armitage.a  young  volunteer  of  great  fortune  and  hopes, 
was  fhot  through  the  head.  Several  officers,  men  of  large 
fortune  and  confideration  fell.  At  length  the  firing  of  the 
frigates  ceafed,  and  the  French  immediately  gave  quarter. 
About  400  were  made  prifoners,  600  were  killed  and 
wounded. 

In  the  midft  of  this  carnage,  in  the  midft  of  a  fire  that 
daggered  the  braveft  feamen  who  managed  the  boats, 
Commodore  Howe  exhibited  a  noble  example  of  intrepi- 
dity and  fortitude,  by  ordering  himfelf  to  be  rowed  in  his 
own  boat  through  the  thickeft  of  the  fire,  to  encourage  all 
that  were  engaged  in  that  fervice,  and  to  bring  off  as  many 
men  as  his  veffel  could  carry. 

This  affair  difpirited  the  people  of  England,  and  elated 
the  people  of  France  far  more  than  an  affair  of  fo  little 
confequence  ought  to  have  done.  It  was  in  fact  no  more 
than  the  cutting  off  a  rear  guard.  There  is  often  more 
bloodfhed  in  fkirmifhes  in  Germany,  which  make  no  figure 
in  the  Gazettes.  And  certainly,  if  our  expeditions  to  the 
coaft  of  France  were  planned  with  any  judgment,  on  our 
part  we  had  rather  reafon  to  congratulate  ourfelves  that 
we  were  able  to  land  three  times  on  that  coaft,  with  fo  in- 
confiderable  a  lofs.  The  French  indeed  had  reafon  to  mag- 
nify this  lofs ;  and  they  did  greatly  magnify  it  in  order  to 
confole  their  people,  who  had  feen  their  trade  fuffer  fo 
much,  and  their  country  fo  long  infulted  with  impunity. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  our  fucceflfes  were  on  the  coaft  of  France,  they 
did  not  affect  us  in  the  fame  manner  with  thofe  which  we 
had  in  America.  From  this  part  of  the  world  we  had  long 
been  {hangers  to  any  thing,  but  delays,  misfortunes,  difap- 
pointments,  and  difgraces.  But  the.fpirit  which  had  been 
roufed  at  home,  diffufed  itfelf  into  all  parts  of  the  world 
where  we  had  any  concern,  and  invigorated  all  our  opera- 
tions. 

Admiral  Bofcawen  with  a  powerful  fleet  of  men  of  war 
and  feveral  tranfports  failed  for  Halifax  from  England,  Feb. 
the  19th.  He  had  the  chief  command  in  the  expedition 
againft  Louifbourg,  and  in  particular  the  direction  of  the 
naval  operations.  General  Amherft,  from  whofe  character 
great  things  were  expected,  and  who  juitified  thefe  expecta- 
tions, was  to  command  the  land  forces.  Thefe  amounted 
to  about  14000  men,  including  fome  light  troops,  fitted  for 
the  peculiar  fervice  of  the  country.  The  whole  fleet  con- 
fiding of  151  fhips,  fet  fail  from  the  harbour  of  Halifax. 
On  the  fecond  of  June  they  appeared  before  Louifbourg. 
They  were  fix  days  on  the  coaft  before  a  landing  was  found 
practicable ;  fuch  a  prodigious  furf  fwelled  all  along  the 
more,  that  no  boat  could  pollibly  live  near  it.  The  French 
not  fruiting  to  this  obftacle,  had  drawn  entrenchments  in 
every  part  where  it  might  be  poilible  to  land,  fupported 
them  with  batteries  in  convenient  places,  and  lined  them 
with  numerous  infantry.  At  length  the  furf 
though  violent,  at  beft,  was  obferved  to  be  fome-  June  8. 
what  abated,  and  the  Admiral  and  General  did 
not  lofe  a  moment  to  avail  themfelves  of  this  opportunity 
of  landing;  they  made  all  their  difpofitions  for  it  with  the 
higheft  judgment.  They  ordered  the  frigates  towards  the 
enemies  right  and  left,  to  rake  them  on  their  flanks.  Then 
the  troops  were  difpofed  for  landing  in  three  divifions. 
That  on  the  left  was  commanded  by  General  Wolfe,  and 
was  deftined  to  the  real  attack.  The  divifions  in  the  centre 
to  the  right,  were  only  defigned  for  feigned  attacks,  to 
draw  the  enemies  attention  to  all  parts,  and  to  diitract  their 
defence. 

When  the  fire  of  the  frigates  continued  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  General  Wolfe's  divifion  moved  towards  the 
land  ;  the  enemy  referved  their  fhot  until  the  boats  were 
near  in  more,  and  then  directed  the  whole  fire  of  their 
cannon  and  mufquetry  upon  them.     The  furf  aided  their 

fire. 
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fire.  Many  of  the  boats  overfet,  many  were  broken  to 
pieces,  the  men  jumped  into  the  water,  fome  were  killed, 
fome  drowned  ;  the  reft  fupported  and  encouraged  in  all 
difficulties,  by  the  example,  fpirit,  and  conduct  of  their 
truly  gallant  commander,  gained  the  fhore,  took  poft,  fell 
upon  the  enemy  with  fuch  order  and  refolution,  that  they 
foon  obliged  them  to  fly  in  confufion.  As  foon  as  this  poft 
was  made  good,  the  centre  moved  towards  the  left,  and  the 
right  followed  the  centre,  fo  that  the  landing  was  compleat- 
ed,  though  not  without  much  time  and  trouble,  in  an  ex- 
cellent order,  and  with  little  lofs. 

The  operations  of  a  liege  are  too  minute  and  interefting 
to  make  a  detail  of  them  agreeable  to  readers,  who  are  not 
converfant  in  the  art  military.  The  operations  againft 
Louifbourg  for  feveral  days  went  on  very  flowly,  owing  en- 
tirely to  the  prodigious  furf  and  the  rough  weather,  which 
made  it  extremely  difficult  to  land  the  artillery,  ftores,  and 
instruments  to  be  employed  in  the  fiege  ;  however,  the  ex- 
cellent condu£t  of  the  Generals  Amherft  and  Wolfe,  by 
degrees  overcame  all  the  difficulties  of  the  weather,  which 
was  extremely  unfavourable,  the  ground  which  was  rugged 
in  fome  places  and  boggy  in  others,  and  the  refiftance  of 
the  garrifon  which  was  confiderable.  The  French  had  five 
men  of  war  of  the  line  in  the  harbour,  who  could  bring  all 
their  guns  to  bear  upon  the  approaches  of  the  Englilh  troops. 
The  firffc  thing  done  was  to  fecure  a  point  called  the  light- 
houfe  battery,  from  whence  they  might  play  upon  thele 
vefTels,  and  on  the  batteries  on  the  other  fide  of  the  harbour. 
General  Wolfe  performed  this  fervice  with  his  ufual  vigour 

and  celerity,  and  took  pofleflion  of  this  and  all  the 
Tune  12.    other  pofts  in  that  quarter.     His  fire  from  this 

poft  on  the  25th  filenced  the  ifland  battery,  which 
was  that  moft  immediately  oppofed  to  his ;  but  the  (hips 
ftill  continued  to  bear  upon  him  until  the  21ft  of  the  follow- 
ing month,  when  one  of  them  blew  up,  and  communicating 
the  fire  to  two  others,  they  alfo  were  in  a  fhort  time  con- 
fumed  to  the  water  edge.  This  was  a  lofs  not  to  be  repair- 
ed y  the  approaches  drew  near  the  covered  way,  and  things 
were  in  a  good  condition  for  making  a  lodgment  in  it;  the 
enemies  fire  was  considerably  flackened :  the  town  was 
confumed  to  the  ground  in  many  places,  and  the  works  had 
fuffered  much  in  all.  Yet  the  enemy  ftill  delaying  to  fur- 
render,  gave  occafion  to  add  one  brave  aclion  to  the  others, 

which 


1755.  The  History  of  the  War.  gy 

which  had  been  difplayed  during  the  courfe  of  this  fiege. 
The  admiral  who  had  all  along  done  every  thing  poflible  to 
fecond  the  efforts  of  the  land  forces,  notwithstanding  the 
feverity  of  the  weather,  refolved  on  a  ftroke,  which  by  be- 
ing decifive  of  the  poffeflion  of  the  harbour,  might  make 
the  reduction  of  the  town  a  matter  of  little  difficulty.  He 
refolved  to  fend  in  a  detachment  of  600  feamen  in  boats,  to 
take  or  burn  the  two  mips  of  the  line  which  remained,  and 
if  he  mould  fucceed  in  this,  he  propofed  the  next  day  to 
fend  in  fome  of  his  own  great  mips,  who  might  batter  the 
town  on  the  fide  of  the  harbour.  This  was  not  more  wifely 
planned  by  the  Admiral,  than  gallantly  and  fuccefsfully  ex- 
ecuted by  Captain  Laforey.  In  fpite  of  the  fire 
from  the  mips  and  the  batteries,  he  madehimfelf  July.  25. 
matter  of  both  thefe  fhips ;  one  he  towed  off,  the 
other,  as  me  ran  aground,  was  fet  on  fire. 

This  ftroke,  in   fupport  of  the  fpirited  advances  of  the 
land  forces,  was  conclufive.      The  town  furren- 
dered  the  next  day.     The  garrifon  were  prifoners    July  26. 
of  war,  and  amounted  with  the  irregulars  and 
feamen  to  5637. 

The  taking  of  Louifbourg  (a J  was  an  event   the  mofl 
O  deilred 


(a  J  Major  General  Amherft's  Journal  of  the  fie ge  of  Louifbourg. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  Admiral 
Bofcaiven  with  the  fleet  and  the  troops  coming  out  of  the  har- 
bour of  Halifax.  Lieut.  Gen.  Bragg's  regiment,  from  the  bay 
of  Funay,  joined  the  fleet  this  day. 

The  29th  we  had  fine  weather  ;  the  fhips  kept  well  together ; 
the  whole  confuted  of  157  fail.  The  Dublin  went  very  fickly 
into  Halifax. 

The  30th  the  wind  blew  hard  in  the  afternoon  ;  the  fhips  were 
greatly  difperfed. 

The  31ft  the  wind  fometimes  contrary,  obliged  us  to  tack,  and 
it  blew  frefh. 

The  1  ft  of  June  Capt.  Rous  in  the  Sutherland  came  from  off 
the  harbour  of  Louifbourg,  faid,  two  fhips  had  got  in  the  30th  ; 
that  there  were  13  fail  in  the  harbour.  We  faw  the  entrance  of 
Gabarus  at  night. 

The  2d  it  was  foggy  in  the  morning  ;  about  twelve  faw  Louif- 
lourg  and  the  fhips  in  the  harbour.     The  fleet,  with  about  a  third 

of 
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defired  by  all  our  colonies ;  that  harbour  had  always  been 
a  receptacle  convenient  to  the  enemies  privateers,  who  in- 
fetted  the  Englifh  trade  in  North  America.     It  was  the  moft 

effectual 


of  the  troops,  anchored  in  Gabarm  bay  ;  and  this  evening,  with 
Brigadiers  Generals  Lawrence  and  Wolfey  I  reconnoitred  the  Ihore 
as  near  as  we  could,  and  made  a  difpofition  for  landing  in  three 
places  the  next  morning,  in  cafe  the  troops  arrived. 

The  enemy  had  a  chain  of  polls  from  Cape  Noir  to  the  flat 
Point i  and  irregulars  from  thence  to  the  bottom  of  the  Bay  ;  fome 
works  thrown  up  at  the  places  which  appeared  practicable  to  land 
at,  and  fome  batteries. 

On  the  3d  moil  of  the  tranfports  came  in  this  morning,  all  well 
prepared  for  landing  ;  but  the  furf  on  ihore  was  fo  great,  it  was 
impofllble  to  land.  This  day  Brigadier  General  Whitmore  arrived 
from  Halifax,  at  which  place  I  have  left  Col.  Monckton  to  com- 
mand. As  one  Bay  was  found  to  have  lefs  furf  than  the  others, 
a  difpofition  was  made  to  land  the  next  morning  in  one  place  in- 
ilead  of  three. 

The  4th  the  wind  and  furf  were  fo  very  high,Admiral  Bofcaiuen 
told  me  it  was  impracticable  to  land. 

The  5th  a  great  fwell  and  fog  in  the  morning,  and  the  Admi- 
ral declared  it  ftili  impracticable  to  land. 

The  6th  an  appearance  of  change  of  weather,  in  the  morning 
early :  I  was  refolved  to  feize  the  firft  opportunity ;  the  fignai 
was  made  to  prepare  to  land  between  five  and  fix  o'clock,  and  at 
eight  all  the  men  were  in  the  boats  :  The  fog  came  on  again,  and 
the  fwell  encreafed  during  the  time  the  men  were  getting  into 
the  boats,  and  the  Admiral  again  declared  it  impracticable  to  land. 
I  ordered  the  troops  on  board  their  refpe&ive  ihips,  firft  acquaint- 
ing them  with  the  reafon  for  fo  doing. 

The  7th  the  weather  bad  in  the  morning  ;  in  the  afternoon  the 
fwell  rather  decreafed,  and  gave  us  great  hopes  of  landing  at  day- 
break the  next  morning,  for  which  orders  were  given:  and  Bragg's 
regiment,  who  were  in  a  number  of  (loops,  to  fail  under  convoy, 
by  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  to  Lorembec  $  fending  at  the  fame 
time  a  proportion  of  artillery  deilined  for  the  light  houfe  Point, 
with  orders  to  make  all  the  (how  they  could  of  landing,  but  not 
to  land  till  further  orders,  intending  to  draw  the  enemy's  atten- 
tion on  that  fide. 

From  the  2d  to  this  time,  the  enemy  have  been  reinforcing 
their  polls,  adding  to  their  works,  cannonading  and  throwing  ihells 
at  the  fhips,  and  making  all  the  preparations  they  can  to  oppofe 
our  landing.     Seven  tranfports  were  now  miffing  with  troops  on 

board, 
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effectual  blow  which  France  had  received  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.  By  the  taking  of  Louiibourg,  me 
loft  the  only  place  from  whence  fhe  could  carry  on  the  cod 

O  2  fifhery  ; 


board,  three  of  which  came  in  at  night.     The  Admiral  gave  all 
neceflary  orders  for  the  frigates  to  cover  our  landing. 

On  the  8th  the  troops  were  afTembled  in  the  boats  before  break 
of  day,  in  three  diviiions ;  and  Commodore  Durell  having  viewed 
the  coaft  by  order  of  the  Admiral,  and  given  me  his  opinion  the 
troops  might  land,  without  danger  from  the  furf,  in  the  bay  on 
our  left,  the  Kennington  and  Halifax  fnow  began  the  fire  on  the 
left,  followed  by  the  Grammont,  Diana  and  Shannon  frigates  in 
the  centre,  and  the  Sutherland  and  Squirrel  upon  the  right.  When 
the  fire  had  continued  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  boats  upon 
the  left  rowed  into  the  fhore,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier 
General  Wolfe,  whofe  detachment  was  compofed  of  the  four  eldefl 
companies  of  grenadiers,  followed  by  the  light  infantry,  (a  corps 
of  550  men,  chofen  as  markfmen  from  the  different  regiments, 
ferve  as  irregulars,  and  are  commanded  by  Major  Scott,  who  was 
Major  of  the  Brigade)  and  the  companies  of  rangers,  fupported  by 
the  Highland  regiment,  and  thofe  by  the  eight  remaining  compa- 
nies of  grenadiers. 

The  divifion  on  the  right,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier 
Gen.  Whitmore,  confifted  of  the  Royal,  Lafcelles,  Monckton,  Forbes , 
Anflruther  and  Webb,  and  rowed  to  our  right  by  the  white  Point, 
as  if  intending  to  force  a  landing  there. 

The  centre  divifion,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Lawrence,  was  formed  otAmherJVs,  Hop/oil's,  Ottvay's,  Whitmore's, 
Lawrence's,  and  Warburton's,  and  made,  at  the  fame  time,  a  fhow 
of  landing  at  the  frefh  water  Cove.  This  drew  the  enemy's  at- 
tention to  every  part,  and  prevented  their  troops,  polled  along 
the  coaft,  from  joining  thofe  on  their  right. 

The  enemy  acted  very  wifely,  did  not  throw  away  a  fhot,  till 
the  boats  were  near  in  fhore,  and  then  directed  the  whole  fire  of 
their  cannon  and  mufketry  upon  them.  The  furf  was  fo  great, 
that  a  place  could  hardly  be  found  to  get  a  boat  on  fhore.  Not- 
withstanding the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  the  violence  of  the  furf, 
Brigadier  Wolfe  purfued  his  point,  and  landed  juft  at  their  left  of 
the  Cove,  took  poll,  attacked  the  enemy,  and  forced  them  to  re- 
treat. Many  boat?  overfet,  feveral  broke  to  pieces,  and  all  the 
men  jumped  into  the  water  to  get  on  fhore. 

So  foon  as  the  left  divifion  was  landed,  the  firft  detachment  of 
the  centre  rowed  at  a  proper  time  to  the  left,  and  followed ;  then 
the  remainder  of  the  centre  divifion,  as  fad  as  the  boats  could 

fetch 
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fifhery  ;  and  the  only  place  fhe  had  in  a  convenient  fituation 
for  the  reinforcements  that  were  fent  to  fupport  the  war  in 
the  other  parts  of  America  ;  and  with  Louifbourg  fell  the 

ifland 


fetch  them  from  the  (hips ;  and  the  right  divifion  followed  the 
centre  in  like  manner. 

It  took  up  a  great  deal  of  time  to  land  the  troops  ;  the  enemy's 
retreat,  or  rather  flight,  was  through  the  roughed  and  word 
ground  I  ever  faw ;  and  the  purfuit  ended  with  a  cannonading  from 
the  town,  which  was  fo  far  of  ufe,  that  it  pointed  out  how  near  I 
could  encamp  to  inveft  it :  On  which  the  regiments  marched  to 
their  ground,  and  lay  on  their  arms.  The  wind  encreafed,  and 
we  could  not  get  any  thing  on  more. 

The  lofs  of  his  Majefty's  troops  at  landing  is,  Capt.  Baillie  and 
Lieut.  Cutbbert,  of  the  Highland  regiment ;  Lieut.  Nicholfon  of 
mine,  4  ferjeants,  1  corporal,  and  38  men  killed,  21  were  of  my 
regiment,  (the  grenadiers)  of  which  8  were  ihot,  and  the  reft, 
drowned  in  trying  to  get  on  more. 

Five  lieutenants,  2  ferjeants,  1  corporal,  and  51  men  wounded ; 
and  of  the  five  companies  of  rangers,  1  enfign  and  3  private 
killed,  1  wounded,  and  1  miffing. 

On  the  enemy's  fide,  2  captains  of  grenadiers,  and  2  lieutenants, 
are  prifoners ;  1  officer  killed,  and  an  Indian  chief:  Several  men 
likewife  killed;  and,  I  imagine,  about  70  men  taken  prifoners  : 
They  were  fent  on  board  as  faft  as  poffible.  By  fome  of  the  pri- 
foners I  had  intelligence,  that  M.  St.  Julien,  Colonel,  command- 
ed in  the  Cove  :  That  there  were  5  battalions  in  the  town,  name- 
ly, Bourgogney  Artois,  Royal  Marine^  Cambife,  and  Volontaires 
Etrangersy  with  about  700  Canadians.  The  three  firft  regiments 
wintered  in  Louijbourg  ;  Volontaires  Etrangers  came  there  not 
long  fince  with  part  of  the  fleet,  and  Cambife  the  night  before 
we  landed. 

We  took  from  the  enemy  three  24  pounders,  feven  9  pounders, 
and  feven  6  pounders,  two  mortars,  and  fourteen  fwivels ;  all 
which  were  placed  along  the  more,  to  prevent  our  landing  ;  with 
ammunition  tools,  and  ftores  of  all  kinds. 

The  9th  Lieut.  Gen.  Bragg's  regiment  returned  in  their  floops 
from  Lorembec.  The  weather  continued  extremely  bad  ;  the 
furf  fo  great,  that  we  could  get  only  fome  of  our  tents  on  more 
in  the  afternoon. 

The  10th  the  furf  ftill  continued,  and  it  was  with  great  difficul- 
ty that  we  got  any  thing  on  more. 

The  1  ith  the  weather  grew  clear  and  better,  and  the  light  6 
pounders,  which  I  had  ordered  on  more  immediately  after   the 

troops 
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ifland  of  St.  John's,  and  whatever  other  inferior  Nations 
they  had  for  carrying  on  the  fifhery  towards  Gafpefie  and 
the  bay  De  Chaleurs,  which  our  {hips  foon  after  this  event 

entirely 


troops,  were  now  only  landed,  and  fome  artillery  {lores  with 
them. 

On  the  1 2th,  from  intelligence  I  had  received,  that  the  enemy 
had  deftroyed  the  grand  battery,  and  called  in  their  out-pofts,  I 
detached  Brigadier  Wolfe  with  1200  men,  4  companies  of  grena- 
diers, 3  companies  of  rangers,  and  fome  light  infantry  round  the 
N.  E.  harbour  to  the  Light  Houfe  Point,  with  an  intention  to  filence 
the  Ifland  battery,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  attempt  to  deftroy 
the  (hips  in  the  harbour  ;  lending,  at  the  fame  time  by  fea,  the 
proportion  of  artillery,  tools,  &c.  that  had  been  ordered  for  this 
fervice. 

I  received,  this  day,  a  report  from  Brigadier  Wolfe,  that  he  had 
taken  pofTeiTion  of  the  Light  Houfe  Point,  and  all  the  pofts  on  that 
fide  the  harbour,  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned,  leaving  feve- 
ral  cannon,  which  were  rendered  ufelefs,  tools,  &c.  and  a  great 
quantity  of  fiih  at  Loremhec.  The  weather  continued  extremely 
bad  ;  but  we  got  fome  tools  on  &ore  this  night,  fo  that,  on  the 
13th,  we  began  to  make  a  communication  from  the  right  to  the 
left  in  front  of  the  camp  ;  and  I  ordered  three  redoubts  on  the 
mod  advantageous  ground  in  the  front.  A  party  of  the  enemy 
came  out  this  day  towards  our  camp,  but  were  foon  beat  back  by 
the  light  infantry,  before  two  picquets  could  well  get  up  to  their 
afliftance.     We  worked  at  three  redoubts  in  front  all  night. 

The  14th  the  enemy  cannonaded  us  a  great  part  of  the  day. 
The  furf  (till  continued  fo  great,  that  it  was  with  the  greatell 
difficulty  we  could  land  any  thing. .  The  fleet,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  which  appeared  yefterday  for  the  firil 
trme,  was  in  the  night  blown  off  to  fea. 

The  15th  I  fent  four  more  mortars  in  a  floop  to  the  Light- 
Houfe,  but  we  could  not  get  any  artillery  landed  on  this  fhore. 
At  night  two  deferters  from  the  Volontaires  Etrangers  came  in  i 
faid  they  had  5  killed  and  40  wounded  in  the  fkirmiih  on  the  13  th. 

The  1 6th,  the  firft  fine  weather,  we  landed  12  days  provifion, 
and  got  many  things  on  fhore,  hut  could  not  land  any  artillery. 

The  17th  I  got  Colonel  Bajlide  on  horfeback,  and,  with  Col. 
Williamfon  and  Major  M^Kellar,  we  reconnoitred  the  whole 
ground  as  far  as  we  could  ;  and  Colonel  Baflide  was  determined 
in  his  opinion  of  making  approaches  by  the  Green  Hill,  and  con- 
fining the  defhuclion  of  the  /hips  in  the  harbour,   to  the  Li:ht 

Houfe 
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entirely  deftroyed.  It  is  incredible  how  much  this  fuccefs 
in  America,  joined  to  the  fpirit  of  our  other  meafures,  ope- 
rated to  raife  our  military  reputation  in  Europe,  and  to  fink 

that 


Houfe  Point,  and  the  batteries  on  that  fide.  I  added  two  8  inch 
mortars  and  three  royals  to  the  Light  Houfe  batteries. 

The  1 8th  we  had  fine  weather.  Some  Indians  took  three  of 
the  tranfports  men  at  the  bottom  ofGabarus  bay  who  landed  there 
contrary  to  orders.  The  road  for  the  artillery  was  pufhed  on  as 
fall:  as  pofTible.  We  got  three  24  pounders  on  more,  though  the 
furf  was  great  the  beginning  of  the  day. 

The  19th  the  batteries  on  the  Light  Houfe  were  intended  to 
have  been  opened  this  night,  but  could  not  be  got  ready  10  foon. 
VEcho,  a  French  frigate  of  32  guns,  was  brought  in  to-day;  had 
got  out  of  the  harbour  the  13th  at  night,  and  was  bound  to 
Quebec  :  By  her  we  have  intelligence,  that  the  Bizane  got  out  the 
dav  we  landed,  and  the  Comette  fince  our  arrival  off  the  harbour. 

The  20th  the  lfland  Battery  and  fhips  fired  at  the  batteries  on 
the  more,  who  began  their  fire  this  lair,  night.  The  enemy 
burnt  an  old  fhip  at  the  bottom  of  the  harbour. 

The  2i  ft  very  bad  weather,  and  the  furf  high.  The  enemy 
difcovered  us  making  the  road  for  the  artillery,  and  cannonaded 
us ;  threw  fome  fliot  into  the  left  of  the  camp,  but  did  not 
oblige  me  to  decamp  any  part.  An  advanced  redoubt  towards 
Green  Hill  was  thrown  up  this  night. 

The  22d  the  bad  weather  continued  ;  we  were  employed  on 
the  road,  and  getting  up  a  Blo<k  Houfe  on  the  left,  by  the  Miray 
road,  to  fecure  the  communication  to  the  N.  E.  harbour  and 
tight  Houfe,  and  to  hinder  any  parties  from  going  into  the  town. 

The  23d  the  Admiral  affured  me  there  were  above  a  hundred 
boats  loft  in  landing  the  troops  and  provifions.  This  day  fine 
weather  ;  and  we  now  have  on  more  twelve  24  pounders,  and 
fix  12  pounders.  The  enemy  fired  a  great  deal  from  their 
fnipping  and  lfland  Buttery ,  and  threw  fome  mot  into  the  left 
of  the  camp.  Colonel  Mefervey,  and  moft  of  his  carpenters, 
taken  ill  of  the  fmall-pox,  which  is  a  very  great  lofs  to  the  army. 
Gabions  and  fafcines  are  landed,  and  carried  forward  as  faft  as 
poftible,  to  make  an  epaulement  to  Green  Hill.  The  batteries  at 
the  Light  Houfe  fire  with  fuccefs  againft  the  lfland  Battery,  and 
I   hope  will  foon  filence  it. 

On  the  24th  the  enemy  fired  on  the  Light  Houfe  Batteries  from 
the  town  and  Clipping,  and  on  our  advanced  redoubt,  which  was 
finiihed,  they  fired  from  the  town.  Colonel  Baflide  remained 
fixed  in  his  opinion  of  advancing  by  Green  Hill.      We  had  this 

day 
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that  of  France,  and  confequently  how  much  it  influenced 
our  mod  eflential  interefts  and  thofe  of  our  allies. 

The  plan  of  our  operations  in  America  were,  however, 

by 


day  in  the  park  of  artillery  thirteen  24  pounders,  and  fov^n  1  z 
pounders. 

The  25th  the  cannonading  continued  night  and  day:  In  the 
evening  the  IJ1  and  Battery  was  filenced  ;  their  own  fire  had  helped 
to  break  down  part  of  their  works :  Fafcines  and  gabions  were 
forwarded  to  Green  Hill  as  faft  as  pofiible.  All  the  men  employed 
at  work,  and  making  the  necefTary  communications.  The  enemy 
fired  a  good  deal  at  our  advanced  redoubt. 

The  26th  a  fmali  alarm  on  the  left  of  a  party  that  had  advanc- 
ed from  the  town ;  had  got  up  to  the  Block  Houfe,  which  was 
not  quite  finifhed.  They  had  with  them  a  barrel  of  pitch  to  let 
it  on  fire :  The  guard  on  it  was  not  fufficient  to  oppofe  a  large 
party  ;  but  a  detachment  was  fent  out  fo  quick,  that  they  were 
forced  to  retreat  without  effecting  their  defign,  though  two  of 
the  men  had  been  in  the  Block  Houfe,  and  they  were  drove  back 
into  the  town  very  faft.  Three  hundred  pioneers  ordered  to 
Green  Hill.  Admiral  Bofcatven  landed  200  marines,  and  took 
the  pod  at  Kennington  Co<ve,  which  is  a  great  eafe  to  the  army 
I  defired  of  the  Admiral  four  32  pounders  and  two  24  pounders 
to  leave  at  the  Light  Houfe,  to  keep  the  IJlavJ  Battery  in  ruin, 
that  with  a  proper  number  of  men  intrenched  there,  Brio-adier 
Wolfe,  with  his  detachment,  might  be  able  to  come  round  the 
harbour,  bringing  his  artillery  with  him ;  and  to  try  to  deftroy 
the  lhipping,  and  to  advance  towards  the  Wefi  Gate. 

The  27th  one  brafs  24  pounder  was  loft  in  12  fathom  water, 
by  flipping  off  the  catamaran*,  as  they  were  coming  from  the 
(hip  to  land  it.  The  cannon  I  alked  of  the  Admiral  were  landed 
this  night  at  the  Light  Houfe. 

The  28th  a  great  many  popping  fhots  and  cannonading.  As 
the  poft  at  Green  Hill  was  covered,  we  began  the  road  over  the 
bog,  and  throwing  up  an  epaulement.  Colonel  Mejjervey  and  his 
fon  both  died  this  day  ;  and  of  his  company  of  carpenters  of 
108  men,  all  but  16  in  the  fmall-pox,  who  are  nurfes  to  the 
fick.     This  is  particularly  unlucky  at  this  time. 

The  29th  cannonading  continued  ;  the  frigate  fired  conftantlv 
at  the  epaulement ;  we  purfued  working  at  the  road,  which  coil  a 
great  deal  of  labour  :  At  night  the  enemy  funk  4  (hips  in  the 
harbour's  mouth  ;  Apollo,  a  two-deck'd  one,  la  Fidelle  of  36 
guns,  laChevre,  and  la  Biche,  of  16  guns  each,  and  they  cut 

otF 
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by  no  means  confined  folely  to  this  object,  important  as  it 
was.  Two  other  attempts  were  propofed  :  the  frrfl  at- 
tempt was  with  a  great  force  to  drive  the  French  from  Ti- 

conderoga 


offmoft  of  their  malts.      Remain  in  the  harbour  five  of  the  line 
of  battle,  and  a  frigate  of  36  guns. 

The  30th,  at  night,  fome  firing  at  Kennington  Cove  :  The  ma- 
rines thought  they  law  Indians :  The  frigate  fired  all  night  at  the 
epaulement,  as  the  men  worked  in  the  night-time. 

The  1  it  of  July,  the  enemy  creeped  out  in  the  morning  to  get 
fome  old  palifades  and  wood.  Brig.  Wolfe  and  Major  Scott's  light 
infantry  pulhed  them  in  with  a  very  brilk  fire  ;  and  the  Brigadier 
took  poll  on  the  hills,  from  whence  it  was  intended  to  try  to  de- 
molifh  the  fhipping  ;  we  marched  forward  on  the  right ;  forced 
the  enemy  back  to  Cape  Noir  with  a  fmart  fire. 

The  2d,  the  epaulement  and  road  went  on  heavily,  from  the 
extreme  badnefs  of  the  ground :  The  enemy  continued  their  can- 
nonading, and  threw  fome  ihells  :  We  fkirmifhed  all  day  with  par- 
ties out  of  the  town. 

The  2>dy  a  great  cannonading  from  the  town  and  (hipping  on 
the  batteries.  Brig.  Wolfe  was  making  an  advanced  work  on  the 
right,  thrown  up  at  650  yards  from  the  covefd  way,  with  an  in- 
tention of  erecting  a  battery  to  deftroy  the  defences  of  the  place, 
it  being  pretty  well  on  the  capital  of  the  Citadel  Baftion ;  and  the 
falling  of  the  ground  from  this  place,  towards  the  works,  would 
hinder  difcovering  as  much  of  the  works  as  would  be  neceiTary  to 
do  them  any  confiderable  damage.  In  the  evening  the  fea  officers 
thought  fome  of  the  fhips  would  try  to  get  out  of  the  harbour 
The  batteries  on  the  left  immediately  played  on  them,  but  it  grew 
fo  dark  they  could  not  continue. 

The  4th  a  great  fog  ;  when  there  were  glares  of  light,  the 
cannonading  began  ;  500  men  kept  continually  making  fafcines. 

The  5th  very  bad  weather  ;  the  epaulement  was  haftened  on 
as  much  as  pollible,  it  fwallowed  up  an  immenfe  number  of  faf- 
cines, coll  fome  men,  as  the  frigate  cannonaded  on  it  without 
ceafing. 

The  6th  a  Hoop  failed  out  of  the  harbour  with  a  flag  of  truce 
to  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  to  carry  fome  things  to  their  wounded  of- 
ficer-; and  prifoners. 

The  many  difficulties  of  landing  every  thing  in  almoft  a  conti- 
nual furf,  the  making  of  roads,  draining  and  paiTing  of  bogs, 
and  putting  ourfelves  under  cover,  render  our  approach  to  the 
place  much  longer  than  I  could  wife. 

On  the  7th  we  had  very  foggy  weather  ;  cannonading  conti- 
nued 
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conderoga  and  Crown  Point;  in  which,  if  we  could  fuc- 
ceed,  the  enemy  would  lofe  thofe  ports  from  which  they 
were  in  the  befl  condition  to  moleft  our  colonies,  and  by 

lofing 


nued  all  day,  and  a  good  deal  of  popping  fhots  from  the  advanced 
pofts. 

The  8th  I  intended  an  attack  on  fome  advanced  pofts  at  Gape 
Noir>  but  it  did  not  take  place.  Col.  Bafiide  got  a  contufion  by 
a  mufket  ball  on  his  boot,  which  laid  him  up  in  the  gout. 

The  9th,  in  the  night,  the  enemy  made  a  Sortie  where  Briga- 
dier Lawrence  commanded  ;  they  came  from  Cape  Noir,  and 
though  drunk,  I  am  afraid  rather  furprifed  a  company  of  grena- 
diers of  Forbes' s,  commanded  by  Lord  Dundonald,  who  were 
polled  in  a  Fleecke  on  the  right.  Major  Murray,  who  command- 
ed three  companies  of  grenadiers  immediately  detached  one,  and 
drove  the  enemy  back  very  eafily.  Whitihoreh  arid  Bragg  s  gre- 
nadiers behaved  very  well  on  this  occafion.  Lord  Dund&nald '-'was 
killed,  Lieut.  Tew  wounded  and  taken  prifoner,  Capt.  Bontein 
of  the  engineers  taken  prifoner :  1  corporal,  3  men  killed  ;  i 
ferjeant,  i  r.  men. miffing  $  17  men  wounded  :  The  SoFtie  was 
of  five  picquets,  fupported  by  6oo-:iTien  ;-  a  Captain,  Chevalier 
de  Cbawvelin,  was  killed,  a  Lieut:  wounded  and  taken  prifoner  : 
17  men  killed,  4  wounded  and  brought  off  prifoners,  befides 
what  wounded  they  carried  into  the  town,  one  of  which,  a  Gapt. 
died  immediately.  The  enemy  fent  out  a  flag  of  truce-! rto bury 
their  dead,  which  when  over,  the  cannonading  began  again.  The 
frigate  was  fo  hiipf,.. (he  hauled  clofe  to  the  town;  the  (hips  fired 
very  much  againft  Brig.  Wolfe's  batteries.  iiuJsi      § 

The  10th,  the  road  at  the  epaulement  went  on  a  little  better  ; 
the  enemy  fired  a  great  deal,  and  threw  many  (hells. 

The  nth,  a  waggoner  was  taken  off  by -fome  Indians  between 
theblbck-houfe  and  the  left  of  the  N.  E.  harbour. 

The  1 2th  it  rained  very  hard  all  night;-  hot  a  man  in  the  de- 
tachment could  have  a  dry  thread  on  ;  we  made  an  advanced 
work  to  Green  Hill  j  at  night  the  waggoner^  who  had  been  taken 
luckily  made  his  efcape,  faid,  they  were  2$o  Canadians.  The 
Citadel  Bajlion  fired  very  fmartly. 

The  13th,  the  enemy  threw  a  great  many  (hells ;  we  perfect- 
td  our  works  as  faft  as  we  could  ;  bad  rainy  weather  ;  the  ene- 
my was  at  work  at  Cape  Noir  to  hinder  us  taking  poffeffion  near 
that  point,  which  is  of  no  confequence  $  fome  deferters  came  in, 
laid  a  (loop  of  Miray  got  in  three  days  ago. 

The  14th,  the  batteries  were  traced  out  laft  night,  with  an 
mtenrion  to  place  twenty  24  pounders/  divided  in  four  different 
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lofing  'them,  would  lay- -open  an.eafy  road  into  the  very 
heart  of  their  fettlements  in  Canada.  The  fecond  attempt 
was  to  be  made  with,  a  considerable,  though   an   inferior 

force, 


lotteries,  to  deitrpy.  the  defences,  and',  a  battery  of  7  mortar. v 
with  fome  12  pounders  to  ricochet*  the  works  and  the  town. 

The  15th,  the  cannonading  and  firing  continued ;  the  enemy 
tried  to  throw  fome  (hells  into  camp,  iuppoied  to  be  intended 
againtl  our  powder  magazine:  At  ten  at  night  the  Light  Huufe 
battery  fired  fome  rockets  as  a  fignal  of  (hips  failing  out  of  the 
harbourf  y  Sir  Charles  Hardy  anfwered  it ;  the  frigate  got  out, 
and  Sir  Qharles  Hardy 's  fleet  got  under  failand  went  to  fea.'  Be- 
forevday  break,  Capt.  Sutherland,  pofted  at.  the  end  of  the  N.  E„ 
harbour,  was  attacked,'  and  there  was  a  great  deal  of  firing  ; 
the  grenadiers  of  Brig.  Wolfe's  corps  marched  to  fuftain  him,  and 
all  the  light  infantry -j  it  was  over  before  they  could  get  up,  and 
by  a1  deferter  from:  the  enemy*  they  were  only  100  men  come 
fvomMiray,  where  they  left  Mon£,  de  Boijhere,  who  had,  on  the 
other  fide  the  watery  300  men  with  boats  to  pais.  Major  Scottv 
with  the  lightinfantry,  purfued,  but;couid;not:ge.t.up  with  them. 
I  encamped  a  corps  forward..  |  |  ^ioqqiJJ   .  :   .. 

The  16th,  towards  night,.  Brig.  Wolfe  puihed  on  a  corps  and 
took  pofTeilion  of  the  hills  in;the  front  of  the  ?J3qrafoy,  where  we 
made  a  lodgment  -,  the  enemy  fired  very  feriikly  from  the  town 
and  (hipping.  .,   -..^  y       A 

The  1 7th,  a  great  fire  continued  from,  the;  tpwji  and  Ihipping  ; 
we  refolved  to  extend  the  parallel  fron^the  fight  to  the  left.  The 
fleet  returned.  .  •    . 

The  1 8th,  all  lad  night  .the  enemy  fired  muftetry  from  the  co- 
vert way,  and  tried,  tpjhrpw  (hells  into  the  camp. 

The  1 9th,  I  relieved  the  treriches  by  battalipn-s,  the  14, batta- 
lions forming  3  brigades  j  a  fmart  fire  frpm  the  covert  way,  the 
batteries  on  the  left  fired  againft  the  h^ion^Dauphine  with  great 
iuccefs.  3V.  .nl    ;■,.•      .'<'".•    ■    ■ 

The  21  ft,  one -of  the  fhips  in  the  harbour,  .that  had  fome  pow- 
der blown  up  in  he,Fv  made. a  great  explofjon,  and  fet  the  (hip  oa 
fire,  which  foon  caught  the  fails  pf  two  more  ;  they  burned  very 
fait,  and  w,e  kept  ft  ring,  on  them  the  whole  time,  ;to  try  to  hjnder 
the  boats  and  people  from  the  town  to  get  to  their  affiftance  ;  the 
,,..,,..,  Entreprennant\y 

*  Is  half  charging  a  gun,  by  which,  the  bullet  (kips  upon  the 
ground  like  (tones  when  fkimn)'d  upon  the  water. 

f  This  was  probably  the  fhip  which  brought  news  to  France 
of  the  Engliflj  landing,  and  efcaped  notwithstanding  the  vigilance 
of  fo  great  a  fleet.  J  Of  74  guns. 
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force,  from  Penfylvania  againft  Fort  du  Quefne  :  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  attempt  would  eftablifh  us  in  the  pofieiTion  of 
the  Ohio,  (See  the  map  of  America  at  the  latter  end)  and 

break 


Entreprennant,  Capricieux  ||,  and  Superb  ||,  were  the  three 
burned  {hips;  the  Prudent  and  Bienfaifant  remained. 

The  22d,  two  batteries  on  the  right  opened  with  thirteen  24 
pounders,  and  another  of  7  mortars,  and  fired  with  great  fuccefs; 
the  enemy  fired  very  well  from  the  town  for  fome  time,  and  threw 
their  ihells  into  our  works.  Our  {hells  put  the  citadel  inflames. 
I  ordered  Col.  Williamfon  to  confine  his  fire  as  much  as  he  could 
to  the  defences  of  the  place,  that  we  might  not  deftroy  the  hou- 
fes.  A  Lieut,  of  the  Royal  Americans ,  going  his  rounds  on  an  ad- 
vanced poll,  loft  his  way,  and  was  taken  prifoner  near  Cape  Noir. 
A  battery  was  begun  on  the  left  for  four  24  pounders. 

The  23d,  the  cohorns  were  ufed  at  night,  and  the  French  mor- 
tars fent  to  throw  flones  from  the  trenches.  The  enemy  fired  all 
forts  of  old  iron,  and  any  {luff  they  could  pick  up.  Col.  Bajiide 
was  out  to  day  for  the  firft  time  fmce  he  received  the  contufion. 
Our  batteries  fired  with  great  fuccefs.  This  night  the  ftiells  fet 
fire  to  the  barracks,  and  they  burnt  with  great  violence. 

On  the  24th,  the  fire  was  very  brifk  on  our  fide,  and  the  enemy'* 
decreafed.  The  Admiral  gave  me  400  feamen  to  help  to  worLat 
the  batteries,  &c.  and  200  miners  added  to  a  corps  of  100  already 
eftabliihed,  that  we  might  make  quick  work  of  it,  and  they  were 
immediately  employed.  The  4  gun  battery. opened,  and  another 
of  5  erecting.  One  of  the  men  of  war  in  the  harbour,  the  Bien- 
faifant, fired  at  our  trenches  at  high-water,  and  the  Citadel  and 
Bafiion  Dauphine  fired  againft  the  4  gun  battery  ;  but  our  men 
firing  fmall  aims  into  the  embrazures,  beat  the  enemy  off  their 
guns. 

The  25th,  the  batteries  fired  with  great  fuccefs.  The  Admiral 
fent  me  word,  he  intended  to  fend  in  boats  with  600  men,  to  take 
or  deftroy  the  Prudent  and  the  Bienfaifant  in  the  harbour.  I  or- 
dered all  the  batteries  at  nighc  to  fire  into  the  works  as  much  as 
pollible,  to  keep  the  enemy's  attention  to  the  land.  The  miners 
and  workmen  went  on  very  well  with  their  approaches  to  the  co- 
vered way,  though  they  had  a  continued  and  very  fmart  fire  from 
it,  and  grape  {hot,  and  all  forts  of  old  iron  from  the  guns  of  the 
ramparts.  We  continued  our  fire  without  ceafing,  and  a  Ricochet  : 
The  boats  got  to  the  {hips  at  one  in  the  morning,  and  took  them 
both  :  They  were  obliged  to  burn  the  Prudent ,  as  {he  was  aground  ; 
and  they  towed  off  the  Bienfaifant  to  the  N.  E.  harbour. 

P  2  Th? 

!!  Of  64  guns  each. 
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break  off  the  connexion  between  Canada  and  Louifiana. 

Gen.  Abercrombie,  commander  in  chief  of  our  forces  in 
America,  conducted  the  firft  of  thofe  expeditions.     He  em- 
barked 


The  26th,  the  Admiral  came  on  fhore,  and  told  me  he  propo- 
fed  fending  6  fhips  into  the  harbour  the  next  day.  Juft  at  this 
time  I  received  a  letter  from  the  governor,  offering  to  capitulate, 
and  the  articles  were  agreed  upon. 

Articles  of  capitulation  between  their  excellencies  admiral  Bofcaw- 
en  and  major  general  Amherft  ;  and  bis  excellency  the  cheva- 
lier Drucour,  governor  of  the  ijland  o/Cape  Breton,  of  Louif- 
bourg,  the  ijland  of  St.  Jo^n,  and  their  appurtenances. 

I.  The  garrifon  of  Louijhourg  fhall  be  prifoners  of  war,  and 
fhall  be  carried  to  England  in  the  fhips  of  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jetty. 

II.  All  the  artillery,  ammunition,  provifions,  as  well  as  the 
arms  of  any  kind  whatfoever,  which  are  at  prefent  in  the  town  of 
Louijhourg,  the  iflands  of  Cape  Breton  and«S>.  John,  and  their  ap- 
purtenances, fhall  be  delivered  without  the  leaft  damage,  to  fuch 
commifTaries  as  fhall  be  appointed  to  receive  them,  for  the  ufe  of 
his  Britannick  Majefty. 

III.  The  governor  (hall  give  his  orders  that  the  troops  which 
are  in  the  ifland  of  St.  John  and  its  appurtenances,  fhall  go  on 
board  fuch  fhip  of  war,  as  the  admiral  ihall  fend  to  receive 
them. 

IV.  The  gate,  called  Porte  Dauphine,  fhall  be  given  up  to  the 
troops  of  his  Britannick  Majefty,  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  the  garrifon,  including  all  thofe  that  carried  arms, 
drawn  up  at  noon,  on  the  Efplanadey  where  they  fhall  lay  down 
their  arms,  colours,  implements,  and  ornaments  of  war.  And  the 
garrifon  fhall  go  on  board,  in  order  to  be  carried  to  England  in  a 
convenient  time. 

V.  The  fame  care  fhall  be  taken  of  the  fick  and  wounded  that 
are  in  the  hofpitals,  as  of  thofe  belonging  to  his  Britannick 
Majefty. 

VI.  The  merchants  and  their  clerks,  that  have  not  carried 
arms,  fhall  be  fent  to  France,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  admiral  fhall 
think  proper. 

Louijhourg,  26  July,    1758. 

(Signed)  Le  Chevalier  de  DRUCOUR. 


1*758.  The  History  of  the  War.  109 

barked  upon  Lake  George  with  near  16,000  troops,  regu- 
lars and  provincials,  and  a  numerous  artillery  on  the  5th  of 
Tuly ;  and  after  a  profperous  navigation,  arrived  the  next 
J    J  day 


A  Defcription  of  the  Town  and  Harbour  of  Louiihourg,  with 
References  pointing  out  the  Approaches  of  his  Majefiys  Forces. 


A.  The  Town  of  Louijbourg. 

B.  The  citadel 

C.  A  lake,  where  the  fiflung- 

barks  winter. 
0,  Stages  for  drying  fifli. 

E.  A  battery  of  20  guns,  erect- 

ed fince  1748. 

F.  The  Dauphin  battery  of  30 

guns,  which  defends  the 
Weft-Gate,  being  that 
which  was  firft  delivered  to 
the  Englifh. 

G.  The   Ifland-battery   of    40 

guns,  filenced  the  24th  of 
June,  by  the  Light-houfe 
battery  at  I,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Major  General 
Wolfe. 

H.  A  fmall  battery  of  8  guns. 

I.  The  Light-houfe  battery,  ta- 
ken by  Major  Gen.  Wolfe, 
June  1 2th,  from  whence 
the  fhips  in  the  harbour 
were  deftroyed,  at  X. 

K.  A  battery  of  15  guns,  ufed 
for  the  deftruclion  of  the 
fhipping. 

L.  The  grand  battery  of  40 
guns,  deftroyed  by  the 
French  the  12th,  when  all 
the  out  parties  were  order- 
ed into  the  works  of  the 
town. 

M.  A  battery  of  15  guns,  de- 
ftroyed the  fame  time. 

N.  Houfes  inhabited  by  fiflier- 


O.  A  lake. 

P.  Rivers,  from  whence  the  in- 
habitants have  their  frefti 
water. 
Q^  A  pond,  which  defends  part 
of  the  works,  and  makes 
this  part  very  difficult  of 
accefs. 
R.  The  grand  beach. 
S.  Rocks  under  water. 
T.  The   Careening  place    de- 
fended from  all  winds. 
V.  TheGreen-hill,from whence 
the  town  was  annoyed  by 
a  redoubt  caft  up  the  21ft 
of  June,  under  the  directi- 
on of  Col.  Baftide. 
W.  The  place  where  the  enemy 
funk  four  fhips  on  the  29th, 
viz.     the    Apollo   a    two- 
deck'd  fhip,  la  Fidelle  of 
36  guns,   le  Cke-vre  and 
la  Biche,  of  16  guns  each. 
X.  The  ftation  of  the  French 
men  of  war  that  were  de- 
ftroyed   from  the  Light- 
houfe  and  other  batteries, 
erected  for  that  fervice. 
Y.  The  place  where  the  Pru- 
dent was  fet  on  fire,  by  the 
boats  from  the  fleet,  June 
25  th. 
Z.  The  North  eaft  harbour,  to 
which  place  the  Bienfaifant 
fhip  of  war  was  towed  by 
the  boats  of  the  fleet  from 
Y. 

A  a.  Capt. 
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day  at  the  place  where  it  had  been  propofed  to  make  the 
landing.     They  landed  without  oppofition.     The  enemies 
advanced  guards  fled  at  their  appearance.     The  Englifh  ar- 
my 


A  a.  Capt.  Sutberland'spoft:  that 
was  attacked  before  Day, 
on  the  15th  of  July,  who 
made  a  gallant  defence, 
and  cleared  himfelf  of  the 
enemy,  without  any  aiiift- 
ance,  the  reinforcement 
coming  too  late. 

Bb.  Where  the  block-houfe  was 
erected,  the  22d  of  June, 
near  Mir  ay*  road,  to  fe- 
cure  the  communication 
to  the  North  Eaft  harbour 
and  light-houfe. 

Cc.  Cape.  Noir  Baft  ion,  where 
the  enemy  made  a  fally  of 
their  picquets  the  9th  of 
July,  fupported  by  600 
chofen  men  ;  by  them  Ld. 
Dundonald  was  unfortu- 
nately furprifed.  He  was 
ported  on  the  right  of  the 


Green-bill,  with  a  com- 
mand of  Forbes's  grena- 
diers. On  this  occafion 
Bragg's  and  Whitemore's 
grenadiers  behaved  with 
uncommon  intrepidity, 
(they  were  detached  by 
Major  Murray)  and  repul- 
fed  the  French,  who  in  this 
expedition  loft  fome  able 
officers,  with  many  fol- 
diers.  It  was  after  this  af- 
fair the  enemy  fent  a  flag 
of  truce  to  bury  the  dead. 


*  Mi  ray  a  lake  fome  'way  in 
land  from  Louifbourg  harbour > 
lying  between  the  toiun  and  the 
Nor th-eafi  harbour:  here  Motif . 
de  Boiibere  had  on  the  other  fide 
of  that  lake  302  men,  nvith  boats 
to  pafs  over. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Bofcawen,  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated  N&mm,  Gabreufe  Bay,  zSih  of  July, 
I758- 

I  Will  not  trouble  you  with  a  particular  detail  of  the  landing 
and  fiege,  but  cannot  help  mentioning  a  particular  gallant 
action  in  the  night  between  the  25th  and  26th  inftant:  The  boats 
of  the  fquadron  were  in  two  diviftons,  detached  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capts.  Laforey  and  Balfour,  to  endeavour  either  to  take 
or  burn  the  Prudent  of  74  guns,  and  Bienfaifant  of  64,  the  only 
remaining  French  fhips  in  the  harbour  ;  in  which  they  fucceeded 
fowell,  as  to  burn  the  former,  fhe  being  a-ground,  and  take  the 
latter,  and  tow  her  into  the  N.  E.  harbour,  notwithstanding  they 
were  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  cannon  and  mufquetry  of  the  {(land 
battery,  point  Rochpfort,  and  the  Toivn,  being  favoured  with  a 
dark  night.  Our  lofs  was  inconfiderable,  7  men  killed,  and  9 
wounded. 

I  have 


APLan  of  foe  Harbour  e 
Island  of  cape  Br 


Part  of  Gabarus  Baj 
where  the  TroovjZanded  under 
Brig. Gen  .Wolfe  <7?i  f/te  t?~o/Jitne  qsS . 
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day  at  the  place  where  it  had  been  propofed  to  make  tie 
landing.     They  landed  without  oppofition.     The  enemies 
advanced  guards  fled  at  their  appearance.     The  Englifh  ar- 
my 


A  a.  Capt.  Sutherland 'spoft  that 
was  attacked  before  Day, 
on  the  15th  of  July,  who 
made  a  gallant  defence, 
and  cleared  himfelf  of  the 
enemy,  without  any  ainft- 
ance,  the  reinforcement 
coming  too  late. 

Bb.  Where  the  block-houfe  was 
eredted,  the  22d  of  June, 
ntz.i  Miray*  road,  to  fe- 
cure  the  communication 
to  the  North  Eaft  harbour 
and  light-houfe. 

Cc.  Cape.  Noir  Baft  ion,  where 
the  enemy  made  a  fally  of 
their  picquets  the  9th  of 
July,  fupported  by  600 
chofen  men  ;  by  them  Ld. 
Dundonald  was  unfortu- 
nately furprifed.  He  was 
ported  on  the  right  of  the 


Green-bill,  with  a  com- 
mand of  Forbes  $  grena- 
diers. On  this  occafion 
Bragg's  and  IVhitemore's 
grenadiers  behaved  with 
uncommon  intrepidity, 
(they  were  detached  by 
Major  Murray)  and  repul- 
fed  the  French,  who  in  this 
expedition  loft  fome  able 
officers,  with  many  fol- 
diers.  It  was  after  this  af- 
fair the  enemy  fent  a  flag 
of  truce  to  bury  the  dead. 


*  Mi  ray  a  lake  fome  ivay  in 
land  from  Louifbourg  harbour, 
lying  between  the  to<wn  and  the 
N or tb-eaf  harbour :  here  Monf. 
de  Boifbere  had  on  the  other  fide 
of  that  lake  302  men,  'with  boats 
to  pafs  over. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Bofcawen,  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  datedN&nmv,  Gabreufe  Bay,  28^  of  July, 
i758- 

I  Will  not  trouble  you  with  a  particular  detail  of  the  landing 
and  fiege,  but  cannot  help  mentioning  a  particular  gallant 
action  in  the  night  between  the  25th  and  26th  inftant:  The  boats 
of  the  fquadron  were  in  two  diviuons,  detached  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capts.  Laforey  and  Balfour,  to  endeavour  either  to  take 
or  burn  the  Prudent  of  74  guns,  and  Bienfai 'fan t  of  64,  the  only 
remaining  French  fhips  in  the  harbour  ;  in  which  they  Succeeded 
fo  well,  as  to  burn  the  former,  flie  being  a-ground,  and  take  the 
latter,  and  tow  her  into  the  N.  E.  harbour,  notwithstanding  they 
were  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  cannon  and  mufquetry  of  the  I  (land 
batterv,  point  Rochpfort,  and  the  Totvn,  being  favoured  with  a 
dark  night.  Our  lofs  was  inconfiderable,  7  men  killed,  and  9 
wounded. 

I  have 


APLan  of  ihe  Harbour  ana  Town  of  Louis  bourg  mthe 

ISLAND   of    CAPE  BRETON  Drawn   on  the    Spot 
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my  proceeded  in  four  columns  to  Ticonderoga.  As  the 
country  through  which  their  march  lay  was  difficult  and 
woody,  and  the  guides  which  conducted  the  march  to  this 
unknown  country,  were  extremely  unfkilful,  the  troops 
were  bewildered,  the  columns  broke  and  fell  in  upon  one 
another.  Whilft  they  marched  on  in  this  alarming  difor- 
der,  the  advanced  guard  of  the  French,  who  had  lately  fled 
before  them,  was  bewildered  in  the  fame  manner ;  and  in 
the  fame  diforder  fell  in  with  our  forces.  A  fldrmim.  enfu- 
ed,  in  which  this  party  was  quickly  defeated  with  the  lofs 
of  near  300  killed,  and  148  prifoners.  The  lofs  on  the  En- 
glifh  fide  was  inconfiderable  in  numbers  ;  but  great  in 
confequence.  Lord  Howe  was  killed.  This  gallant  man, 
from  the  moment  he  landed  in  America,  had  wifely  con- 
formed and  made  his  regiment  conform  to  the  kind  of  fer- 
vice  which  the  country  required.  He  did  not  fuffer  any 
under  him  to  encumber  themfelves  with  fuperfluous  bag- 
gage ;  he  himfelf  fet  the  example,  and  fared  like  a  com- 
mon foldier.  The  firft  tq  encounter  danger,  to  endure 
hunger,  to  fupport  fatigue  ;  rigid  in  his  difcipline,  but  ea- 
fy  in  his  manners,  his  officers  and  foldiers  readily  obeyed 
the  commander,  becaufe  they  loved  the  man  ;  and  now  at 
the  moment  when  fuch  abilities,  and  fuch  an  example  were 
the  moll  wanted,  was  fatally  loft,  a  life  which  was  long 
enough  for  his  honour  but  not  for  his  country.  It  adds  in- 
deed to  the  glory  of  fuch  a  death,  and  to  the  confolation 
of  his  country,  that  we  ftill  poffefs  the  heir  of  his  titles, 
his  fortunes,  and  his  virtues,  whilft  we  tremble  to  fee  the 
fame  virtues  expofing  themfelves  to  the  fame  dangers.* 

Excepting 


I  have  given  the  command  of  the  Bienfaifant  to  Capt.  Balfour , 
and  the  Echo,  a  frigate,  to  Capt.  Laforey  ;  Mr.  Affleck  and  Mr. 
Bickerton,  Lieuts.  who  boarded  the  Bienfaifant,  fucceeded  thole 
gentlemen  in  the  JEtna  fireihip  and  Hunter  floop. 

I  have  only  farther  to  affure  his  Majefty,  that  all  his  troops  and 
officers,  both  fea  and  land,  have  fupported  the  fatigue  of  this* 
fiege,  with  great  firmnefs  and  alacrity. 

*  Soon  after  the  news  of  Lord  Howe's  death  arrived,    the  fol- 
lowing advertifement  appeared  in  the  public  papers ;  an  implicati- 
on worthy  of  a  Roman  matron,  in  the  virtuous  times  orihe  re- 
public, 
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Excepting  this  lofs,  the  army  had  hitherto  proceeded 
fuccefsfully.  In  a  little  time  they  appeared  before  Ticon- 
deroga.  This  is  a  very  important  poft,  and  as 
July  8.  ftrongly  fecured.  The  fort  is  fituated  on  a  tongue 
of  land  between  Lake  George  and  a  narrow  gut, 
which  communicates  with  the  Lake  Champlain.  On  three 
fides  it  is  furrounded  with  water  ;  and  for  a  good  part  of 
the  fourth  it  has  a  dangerous  morafs  in  front ;  where  that 
failed,  the  French  had  made  a  very  ftrong  line  upwards  of 
eight  feet  high,  defended  by  cannon,  and  fecured  by  4  or 
5000  men.  A  great  fall  of  trees  with  their  branches  out- 
ward, was  fpread  before  the  entrenchment  for  about  an 
hundred  yards. 

The  General  caufed  the  ground  to  be  reconnoitred  ;  and 
the  engineer  made  fo  favourable  a  report  of  the  weaknefs  of 
the  entrenchment,  that  it  appeared  practicable  to  force  it 
by  mufquetry  alone.  A  fatal  refolution  was  taken,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  report,  not  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  artil- 
lery, which  on  account  of  the  badnefs  of  the  ground,  could 
not  be  eafily  brought  up,  but  to  attack  the  enemy  without 
lofs  of  time.  They  were  confirmed  in  this  precipitate  re- 
folution, by  a  rumour  that  a  body  of  3000  men  were  on 
their  march  to  join  the  French  at  Ticonderoga,  and  very 
fhortly  expected  to  arrive. 

When  the  attack  began,  the  difficulty  of  the  ground,  and 

the 


public,  and  which  could  not  fail  of  fuccefs,  where   the  leaft  fpark 
of  virtue  exifted. 

1   To   the   Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Freeholders,  and  Burgeffes,  of  the 
*   Town  and  County  of  the  Town  of  Nottingham. 

'  As  Lord  Howe  is  now  abfent  upon  the  public  fervice,  and 

*  Lieut.  Col.  Howe  is  with  his  regiment  at  Louijbourg,  it  refts  up- 
4  on  me  to  beg  the  favour  of  your  votes  and  interefts,  that  Lieut. 

*  Col.  Howe  may  fupply  the  place  of  his  late  brother,  as  your  re- 

*  prefentative   in    parliament. 

«  Permit  me  therefore  to  implore  the  protection  of  every  one 

*  of  you,  as  the  mother  of  him,  whofe  life  has  been  loft  in  the 
4  fervice  of  his  country. 

Albemarle-Street,  Sept.  CHARLOTTE  HOWE, 

»4*  »758- 
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the  flrength  of  the  enemies  lines  which  had  been  fo  little 
forefeen,  was  but  too  feverely  felt.  Although  the  troops 
behaved  with  the  utmoft  fpirit  and  gallantry,  they  fuffered 
fo  terribly  in  their  approaches,  and  made  fo  little  imprefllon 
on  the  entrenchment,  that  the  General  feeing  their  reitera- 
ted and  obflinate  efforts  fail  of  fuccefs,  being  upwards  of 
four  hours  expofed  to  a  moft  terrible  fire,  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  order  a  retreat,  to  fave  the  remains  of  the  army. 
Near  2000  of  our  men  were  killed,  wounded  and  taken  pri- 
foners  ;  the  number  of  the  taken  being  very  inconfiderable. 
This  precipitate  attack,  was  followed  by  a  retreat  as  preci- 
pitate ;  infomuch  that  our  army  gained  their  for- 
mer camp  to  the  fouthward  of  Lake  George,  the  July  9. 
evening  after  the  action,    (b) 

To 


(b)    General  Abcrcrombie'^  Account   of  bis  Expedition  againjl 
Ticonderoga. 

Camp  at  Lake  George •,  July  12,   1758. 

THE  embarkation  of  the  artillery,  (lores  and  provilions  being 
compleated  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  inftant ;  next  morn- 
ing at  break  of  day  the  tents  were  ftruck,  and  all  the  troops, 
amounting  to  6367  regulars,  officers,  light  infantry,  and  rangers 
included,  a»d  9024  provincials,  including  officers  and  batteau  men? 
embarked  in  about  900  batteaux,  and  135  whale  boats,  the  ar- 
tillery to  cover  our  landing,  being  mounted  on  rafts. 

At  five  in  the  evening,  reached  Sabbath  Day  Point  (25  miles 
down  the  Lake)  where  we  halted  till  ten,  then  got  under  way 
again,  and  proceeded  to  the  landing  place  (a  cove  leading  to  the 
French  advanced  guard)  which  we  reached  early  next  morning 
the  6th. 

Upon  our  arrival,  fent  out  a  reconnoitring  party  ;  and  having 
met  with  no  oppofition,  landed  the  troops,  formed  them  in  four 
columns,  regulars  in  the  centre,  and  provincials  on  the  flanks, 
and  marched  towards  the  enemy's  advanced  guard,  compofed  of 
one  battalion,  pofted  on  a  logged  camp,  which,  upon  our  ap- 
proach they  deferted,  firft  fetting  fire  to  their  tents,  and  deftroy- 
ing  every  thing  they  could;  but  as  their  retreat  was  very  precipi- 
tate, they  left  feveral  things  behind,  which  they  had  not  time 
either  to  burn  or  carry  off.  In  this  camp  we  likewife  found  one 
prifoner  and  a  dead  man. 

The  armv  in  the  foregoing  order  continued  their  march  through 
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To  repair  the  misfortune  of  this  bloody  defeat,  General 
Abercrombie  detached  Col.  Bradftreet  with  about  3000 
provincials    againft   Fort  Frontenac.     The   Colonel    with 

great 


the  wood,  on  the  weft-fide,  with  a  defign  to  inveft  <Ticonderoga> 
but  the  wood  being  very  thick,  impaflable  with  any  regularity  to 
fuch  a  body  of  men,  and  the  guides  unfkilful,  the  troops  were  be- 
wildered, and  the  columns  broke,  falling  in  one  upon  another. 

Lord  Hoive,  at  the  head  of  the  right  centre  column,  fupported 
by  the  light  infantry,  being  advanced,  fell  in  with  a  French  party, 
fuppofed  to  confift  of  about  400  regulars,  and  a  few  Indians,  who 
had  likewife  loft  themfelves  in  the  retreat  from  the  advanced 
guard  j  of  thefe  our  flankers  killed  a  great  many,  and  took  1 48 
prifoners,  among  whom  were  five  officers  and  three  cadets. 

But  this  final  1  fuccefs  coft  us  very  dear,  not  as  to  the  lofs  of 
numbers,  for  we  had  only  two  officers  killed,  but  as  to  confe- 
rence, his  lordfhip  being  the  firft  man  that  fell  in  this  fkirmim  ; 
and  as  he  was,  very  defervedly,  univerfaliy  beloved  and  refpected 
throughout  the  whole  army,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  the  grief  and 
confternation  his  untimely  fall  occauoned  ;  for  my  part,  I  cannot 
help  owning  that  I  felt  it  moft  heavily,  and  lament  him  as  fin- 
cerely. 

The  7th,  the  troops  being  greatly  fatigued,  by  having  been 
one  whole  night  on  the  water,  the  following  day  conftantly  on 
foot,  and  the  next  day  under  arms,  added  to  their  being  in  want 
of  provifion,  having  dropped  what  they  had  brought  with  them, 
in  order  to  lighten  themfelves,  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  return 
to  the  landing  place,  which  we  accordingly  did  about  eight  that 
morning. 

About  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  fent  off"  Lieut.  Col.  Bradftreet, 
with  the  44th  regiment,  fix  companies  of  the  firft  battalion  of  the 
royal  Americans,  the  batteau  men,  and  a  body  of  rangers  and  pro- 
vincials, to  take  pofTeflion  of  the  Sawmill,  within  two  miles  of 
Ticonderoga  *,  which  he  foon  effected  ;  as  the  enemy  who  were 

polled 

*  A  fort  built  about  two  years  ago  on  the  narrow  paffage  or 
communication  between  Lake  George  and  Champlain.  It  has  all 
the  advantages  that  nature  or  art  can  give  it,  being  defended  on 
three  fides  by  water,  which  is  furrounded  by  rocks,  and  on  the 
half  of  the  fourth  fide  by  a  fwamp,  and  where  that  fails,  there 
the  French  had  erected  an  entrenchment  and  breaft  work  about  9 
feet  high.  It  is  in  the  way  to  Crown  Point,  and  muft  be  taken  by 
our  forces  before  they  can  march  thither.     (See  the  Plate. J 
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great  prudence  and  vigour,  furmounted  great  difficulties, 
brought  his  army  to  Ofwego,  where  he  embarked  on  the 
Lake  Ontario,  and  arrived  at  Frontenac  the  25th  of  Au- 

"guft. 


polled  there,  after  deftroying  the  mill  and  breaking  down  their 
bridge,  had  retired  fome  time  before. 

Lieut.  Col.  Bradjireet  having  laid  another  bridge  a-crofs,  and 
having  fen t  me  notice  of  his  being  inpoffeflion  of  that  ground,  I 
accordingly  marched  thither  with  the  troops,  and  we  took  up  our 
quarters  there  that  night. 

The  prifoners  we  had  taken  being  unanimous  in  their  reports, 
that  the  French  had  eight  battalions,  fome  Canadians  and  colony 
troops,  in  all  about  6000,  encamped  before  their  fort,  who  were 
intrenching  themfelves,  and  throwing  up  a  bread-work,  and  that 
they  expected  a  reinforcement  of  3000  Canadians ,  belides  Indi- 
ans, who  had  been  detached  under  the  command  of  Monf.  de 
Levy,  to  make  a  diveriion  on  the  fide  of  the  Mohawk  river  ;  but 
upon  intelligence  of  our  preparations  and  near  approach,  had  been 
repeatedly  recalled,  and  was  hourly  expected  ;  it  was  thought 
moil  advifeable  to  lofe  no  time  in  making  the  attack  j  wherefore 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  I  fent  Mr.  Clerk,  the  engineer, 
acrofs  the  river  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  fort,  in  order  to  recon- 
noitre the  enemy's  intrenchments.  _ 

Upon  his  return,  and  favourable  report  of  the  practicability  of 
carrying  thofe  works,  if  attacked  before  they  were  finished,  it  was 
agreed  to  ftorm  them  that  very  day :  Accordingly  the  rangers, 
light  infantry,  and  the  right  wing  of  Provincials,  were  ordered 
immediately  to  march  and  poll  themfelves  in  a  line,  out  of  can- 
non (hot  of  the  intrenchments  j  the  right  extending  to  Lake 
George,  and  the  left  to  Lake  Champlain,  in  order  that  the  regular 
troops,  deftined  for  the  attack  of  the  intrenchments,  might  form 
on  their  rear. 

The  Piquets  were  to  begin  the  attack,  fuftained  by  the  grena- 
diers, and  by  the  battalions  :  the  whole  were  ordered  to  march 
up  brifkly,  rufh  upon  the  enemy's  fire,  and  not  give  theirs,  until 
they  were  within  the  enemy's  breaft-work. 

After  thefe  orders  iflued,  the  whole  army,  except  what  had 
been  left  at  the  landing-place  to  cover  and  guard  the  batteaux  and 
whale  boats,  and  a  Provincial  regiment  at  the  Saiu-mill,  were 
put  in  motion,  and  advanced  to  Ticonderoga,  where  they  unfor- 
tunately found  the  intrenchments,  not  only  much  ftronger  than 
had  been  reprefented,  and  the  breaft-work  at  lead  eight  or  nine 
feet  high  ;  but  likewife  the  ground  before  it  covered  with  felled 
trees,  the  branches  pointed  outwards,  which  fo  fatigued  and  re- 

Q_2  tardea 
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gull.  This  fort  (lands  at  the  communication  of  Lake  On- 
tario with  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  the  entrance  into  which 
river  it  in  fome  manner  commands.  However,  for  a  pod 
of  fuch  moment,  it  was  poorly  fortified,  and  poorly  garri-  ' 

foned.  It  was  taken  without  the  lofs  of  a  man  on 
Aug.  27.    our  fide,  in  lefs  than  two  days  after  it  had  been 

attacked.  The  garrifon,  confiding  of  130  men, 
were  made  prisoners ;  nine  armed  floops  were  taken  and 
burned  ;  and  a  large  quantity  of  provifions  amafled  there 
for  the  ufe  of  their  garrifons  to  the  fouthward,  was  deflroy- 
ed.  Col.  Bradflreet  having  performed  this  important  fer- 
vice,  returned.  Many  were  of  opinion,  that  fo  fine  a  poft 
ought  to  be  kept  and  flrongly  garrifoned  ;  others  thought 
that  it  would  be  impoflible  to  preferve  a  place  at  fuch  a 
diftance  from  our  own  eflablifhments.     (c) 

It 


tarded  the  advancing  of  the  troops,  that  notwithstanding  all  their 
intrepidity  and  bravery,  which  I  cannot  too  much  commend,  we 
fuftained  fo  confiderable  a  lofs,  without  any  profpe£t  of  better 
fuccefs,  that  it  was  no  longer  prudent  to  remain  before  it ;  and  it 
was  therefore  judged  neceflary,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  re- 
mainder of  fo  many  brave  men,  to  prevent  a  total  defeat,  that  we 
fhould  make  the  beft  retreat  poffible  :  Accordingly,  after  feveral 
repeated  attacks,  which  lafted  upwards  of  four  hours,  under  the 
nioftdifadvantageous  circumftances,  and  with  the  lofs  of  464  re- 
gulars killed,  29  miffing,  1 1 1 7  wounded  ;  and  87  Provincial)*  kil- 
led, 8  miffing,  and  239  wounded,  officers  of  both  included,  I 
retired  to  the  camp  we  occupied  the  night  before,  with  the  bro- 
ken remains  of  feverals  corps,  fending  away  all  the  wounded  to  the 
batteaux,  about  three  miles  diftance  ;  and  early  the  next  morning 
we  arrived  there  ourfelves,  embarked,  and  reached  this  place  the 
evening  of  the  9th.  Immediately  after  my  return  here,  I  fent  the 
wounded  officers  and  men  that  could  be  moved,  to  Fort  Edward 
and    Albany. 

(c)  Colonel  Bradflreet'*  Letter  to  General  Amherrr,  on  the  Reducli- 
on  of  Fort  Frontenac. 

Ofivego,  Aug.  31,    1758. 

I  Landed  with  the  troops  within  a  mile  of  fort  Frontenac  with- 
out oppofition,  the  25th :  The  garrifon  furrendered  prifoners  of 

war  the  27th.  between  7  and  8   in  the  morning It  was 

a  fquare 
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It  is  very  poflible,  that  the  fuccefs  of  Col.  Bradftreet 
greatly  facilitated  that  of  the  expedition  under  Gen.  Forbes. 
The  General  had  had  a  very  tedious  and  troublefome  march, 
through  a  country  almoft  impaflable,  very  little  known, 
and  continually  harafTed  on  his  route  by  the  enemies  Indi- 
ans. An  advanced  guard  of  this  army,  ccnfifting  of  about 
800  men  under  Major  Grant,  had  molt  unaccountably  ad- 
vanced to  Fort  du  Quefne,  v/ith  a  defign  as  it  mould  feem 
of  reducing  the  place  by  a  coup  de  main;  but  the  garrifon 
fuddenly  fallying  out  and  attacking  them  warmly  on  all  fides, 
killed  and  made  prifoners  many  of  this  party,  and  difperfed 
the  reft.  This  was,  however,  their  laft  fuccefs  ;  for  the 
body  of  the  army  being  conducted  with  greater  fkill  and  cir- 
cumfpection,  baffled  all  their  attempts  ;  fo  that  the  French 
being  convinced  by  feveral  fkirmifhes  that  all  their  efforts 
to  furprifethe  troops,  or  interrupt  their  communication  were 
to  no  purpofe,  and  being  confcious  that  their  fort  was  not 
tenable  againft  a  regular  attack,  they  wifely  aban- 
Nov.  24.  doned  the  place  after  deflxoying  their  works ;  and 
fell  down  the  Ohio,  to  the  number  of  4  or  500 
men,  towards  their  more  fouthern  fettlements.  Gen.  For- 
bes once  more  erected  the  Englifh  flag  on  Fort 
25th.     du  Quefne.     Without  any  reiiftance  we  became 

matters 


a  fquare  fort  of  1 00  yards  the  exterior  fide,  and  had  in  it  no 
men,  fome  women,  children,  and  Indians,  60  pieces  of  cannon, 
(half  of  which  were  mounted)  fixteen  fmall  mortars,  with  an  im- 
menfe  quantity  of  provifions  and  goods,  to  be  lent  to  the  troops 
gone  to  oppofe  Brig.  Gen.  Forbes,  their  weftern  garrifons,  Indians, 
and  to  fupport  the  army  under  the  command  of  M.  Levy,  on  his 
intended   enterprife   againft   the  Mohawk   river,   valued  by  the 

French  at  800,000  livres. rWe  have  likewife  taken  9  vef- 

fels  from  8  to  18  guns,  which  are  ail  they  have  upon  the  lake,  two 
of  which  I  have  brought  here  ;  one  richly  laden  ;  and  the  reft 
and  the  provifions  I  have  burnt  and  deilroyed,  together  with  the 
fort,  artillery,  ftores,  &c.  agreeable  to  your  excellency's  inftru6ti- 
ons,  fhould  I  fucceed.  The  garrifon  made  no  fcruple  of  faying, 
that  their  troops  to  the  fouchward  and  weftern  garrifons  will  fuf- 
fer  greatly,  if  not  entirely  ftarve,  for  want  of  the  provifions  and 
vefTels  we  have  deftroyed,  as   they  have   not  any  left  to  bring 

them    home  from  Niagara. The   terms   on  which  the 

garrifon  furrendered  were  prifoners  of  war,  until  exchanged  for 
equal  numbers  and  rank. 
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matters  in  the  third  year  after  the  commencement  of 
hostilities,  of  that  fortrefs,  the  contention  for  which  had 
kindled  up  the  flames  of  fo  general  and  deftructive  a  war. 
This  place  with  its  matters  has  changed  its  name,  and  is 
called  Pittfburg,  with  a  propriety  which  does  not  need  to 
be  pointed  out.     (d) 

Notwithstanding  the  unhappy  affair  at  Ticonderoga,  the 
campaign  of  1758  in  America  was  very  advantageous,  and 
very  honourable  to  the  Englifh  intereft.  Louifbourg,  St. 
John's,  Frontenac,  and  du  Quefne  reduced,  remove  from 

our 


(d)  Brigadier  General  Forbes\y  Letter  on  his  taking  of  Fort  du 

Quefne. 

•  •  T  Have  the  pleafure  of  acquainting  you  with  the  fignal 
J[  fuccefs  of  his  majefty's  arms  over  all  his  enemies  on  the 
Ohio,  by  having  obliged  them  to  burn,  and  abandon  their  Fort  du 
Ghiefne,  which  they  effected  upon  the  24th  in  ft.  and  of  which 
I  took  pofTeiTion  with  my  light  troops  the  fame  evening,and  with 

my  little  army  the  next  day. The  enemy  made  their  ef- 

cape  down  the  river,  part  in  boats,  and  part  by  land,  to  their  forts 
and  fettlements  upon  the  Mijfifippi,  having  been  abandoned,  or, 
at  Ieaft,  not  feconded,  by  their  friends  the  Indians,  whom  we  had 
previoufly  engaged  to  act  a  neutral  part,  after  thoroughly  convinc- 
ing them,  in  feveral  ikirmifhes,  that  all  their  attempts  upon  our 
advanced  polls,  in  order  to  cut  off  our  communication,  were  vain, 
and  to  no  purpofe  •,  fo  they  now  feem  all  willing,  and  well  difpo- 
fed  to  embrace  his  majefty's  mod  gracious  protection. 

Give  me  leave,  therefore,  to  congratulate  you  upon  this  impor- 
tant event,  of  having  expelled  the  French  from  Fort  du  Quefne, 
and  this  prodigious  tract  of  fine  rich  country  ;  and  of  having,  in 
a  manner,  reconciled  the  various  tribes,  and  nations  of  Indrafts, 
inhabiting  it,   to  his  majefty's  government. 

So  far  I  had  wrote  you  the  26th,  but  being  feized  with  an  infla- 
mation  in  my  ftomach,  and  liver,  the  (harped  and  moft  fevere  of 
ail  di (tempers,  I  could  proceed  no  farther  ;  and,  as  I  have  a  thou- 
fand  things  to  fay,  have  ordered  Major  Halkett  down  the  country, 
in  order  to  explain  the  motives  upon  which  I  proceeded,  and  the 
various,  and  almoft  infurmountable  difficulties  I  had  to  grapple 
ntfh. 

I  fhall  leave  this  as  foon  as  I  am  able  to  ftand  ;  but  God 
knows  when,  or  if  ever  I  reach  Philadelphia. 

I  expect  the  heads  of  all  the  Indians  in  here  to  morrow,  when  I 
hope  very  foon  to  finifh  with  them. 


1758.  9fi»  History  of  the  War.  127 

our  colonies  all  terror  of  the  Indian  incurfions,  draw  from 
the  French  thofe  ufeful  allies,  free  our  frontiers  from  the 
yoke  of  their  enemies  forts,  make  their  fupplies  difficult, 
their  communications  precarious,  and  all  their  defenfive  or 
ofFenfive  operations  uneffe<St.ive  ;  whilft  their  country  unco- 
vered of  its  principal  bulwarks,  lies  open  to  the  heart,  and 
affords  the  moft  pleafing  profpe&s  of  fuccefs  to  the  vigorous 
meafures  which  we  may  be  allured  will  be  taken  in  the  next 
campaign.     Gen.  Amherft  is  now  commander. 

It  would  be  doing  great  injuftice  to  the  fpirit  and  conduct 
of  the  miniftry,  not  to  obferve,  that  they  omitted  to  diftrefs 
the  enemy  in  no  part,  and  that  their  plans  of  operation  were 
as  extenfive  as  they  were  vigorous. 

Two  mips  of  the  line  with  fome  frigates,  were 
fent  early  in  the  fpring  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  to     Mar.  9, 
drive  the  French   from  their  fettlements  there. 
They  entered  the  river  Senegal,  and  in  fpite  of  the  obftruc- 
tion  of  a  dangerous  bar,  which  the  mips  of  war 
could   not  pafs,     they  obliged  the   French    fort     May  1. 
which  commands  the  river  to  furrender.     And  on 
the   29th   of  December   following,  Commodore    Keppel, 
with  the   affiftance  of  fome   troops  under  the  command  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Worge,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the -ifland   of 
Goree  and  its  forts  ;  the  garrifon  furrendering  at  difcretion 
to  his  Majefty's  fquadron  (e).     By  thefe  fucceffes,  we  have 

taken 


(e)  Commodore  KeppelV  Letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  on  his  taking 
the  Ifland  of  Goree . 

S    I    R, 

I  Arrived  here  with  the  fquadron  under  my  command  the  28th 
of  December  paft  in  the  evening ;  and  the  next  morning, 
agreeable  to  his  majefty's  inftructions,  I  attacked  with  the  flups, 
the  fort  and  batteries  on  the  ifland  of  Goree,  which  were  foon  re- 
duced to  afk  to  capitulate  -,  and  the  Governor's  demands  were,  to 
be  allowed  to  march  the  French  troops  out  of  the  garrifon  with 
the  honours  of  war.  His  terms  I  abfolutely  rejected  and  began  a 
frefli  attack  ;  it  was,  however,  but  of  a  very  fhort  duration,  when 
the  ifland,  forts,  garrifon,  £5V.  furrendered  at  difcretion  to  his 
majefty's  fquadron. 

Lieut,  Col.  Worge  had  his  troops  embark'd  in  the  flat-bottomed 

boats, 
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taken  from  the  enemy  one  of  the  mod  valuable  branches  of 

their 


boats,  in  good  order  and  readinefs,  at  a  proper  diftance,  with  the 
tranlports,  to  attempt  a  defcent,  when  it  fhould  be  found  practica- 
ble or  requifite. 

Two  days  after  the  furrender  of  the  ifland,  I  ordered  it  to  be 
delivered  up,  with  the  cannon,  artillery,  ftores,  and  provifions, 
&?r.  to  the  officer  and  troops  Lieutenant  Colonel  Worge  thought 
fit  to  garrifon  the  place  with ;  and  the  colonel  is  taking  all  ima- 
ginable pains  to  fettle  and  regulate  the  garrifon  in  the  beft  man- 
ner, and  as  faft  as  things  will  admit  of. 

The  inclofed,  Sir,  is  the  ftate  of  the  ifland,  with  the  artillery, 
ammunition,  and  provifions,  found  in  the  place  at  its  fur- 
render. 

French ,  made  prifoners  of  war,    300. 

Blacks,  in  arms,  a  great  number;  but  I  am  not  well  enough 
informed  as  yet  to  fay  precifely. 

The  lofs  the  enemy  fuftained,  as  to  men,  is  fo  very  differently 
Mated  to  me  by  thofe  that  have  been  afked,  that  I  mull  defer  fay- 
ing the  number  till  another  opportunity. 

iron  ordnance  of  different  bores,  93  ;  one  brafs  12-pounder  ; 
iron  fwivels  mounted  on  carriages,  1 1 ;  brafs  mortars  mounted 
on  beds,  two  of  13  inches;  ditto,  one  of  10  inches;  iron,  one 
of  10  inches.  In  the  magazine,  powder,  100  barrels.  Provifions 
of  all  fpecies  for  400  men  for  four  months. 

Explanation  of  the  Plan  of  the  Ifland  of  Goree. 


A.  The  negroe  village. 

B.  The  company's  gardens,  l$c. 

C.  The  flavery. 

D.  The  negroes  fountain. 

E.  The  company's  fountain. 

F.  The  governor's  fountain. 
G.The  hofpital. 

H.  The  chapel. 

I.  The  officers  houfes  unnnifh- 
ed. 

K.  Hutts  for  labourers. 

L.  The  barracks  for  carpenters. 

M  The  apartment  for  bombar- 
diers. 

N.  Offices,  ftore-houfes,  and 
barracks  for  foldiers. 

O.  The    pharmacy  and    engi- 


neer's laboratory. 
P.  The   armourer's   apartment 

and  forge. 
Q^The    governor's   apartment 

and  garden,  13 c. 
R.  A  ciftern.    R.  R.  A  cittern 

unfinifhed. 

5.  A  powder  magazine. 
T.  Shades  for  water  calks, 
W.The  landing  beach,  and  en- 
try into  the  parade, 

V.  The  court  of  the  fort  of  St. 

Francis. 
X.  The  fhambles. 
Y.  the  burying  place. 
Z.  Ditto  for  the  negroes. 

6.  A  rain  water  ciftern. 

Explanation 
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their  commerce,  and  one  of  the  mod  capable  of  abundant 
improvement*. 

From 


Explanation  of  the  Batteries. 


1.  The  grand  battery  9  guns. 

2.  The  falute  battery  7 

(fmah)  ^10  guns. 

3.  St.  Philip's  battery  5  guns. 

4.  Pt.  Peter's  battery  5  guns. 

5.  Citadel  of  St.  Mi- 7  ,  „ 
chael,  en  barbet    )  6  SUn5' 

6.  North  point  batte-  >  9  guns, 
ry                           3  1  fplit. 

7.  Mortar  battery  8  guns. 

8.  Weft  point  battery  5  guns. 

9.  A  battery  unfinifh'd  3  guns. 
1  o.Negroe  batteries  10  guns. 


f  Four  half  moon 

1 1  <  batteries  en  bar- 
t  bet  on  the  hill. 

1 2. Two  flanking  bat- 
teries for  the  bay 

1  3.  Three  pafTage 
batteries 

1 4. Three  brafs  one 
iron  mortars 

15.  On  St.  Francis 
fort 


I 


13  guns. 


4  guns. 


J    7  guns. 

}4mortars 
1  damag. 
I  12  guns, 
$    1  fplit. 


Total 


opieces. 


*  The  river  Senga,  or  Senegal,  is  in  one  of  thofe  channels  of 
the  river  Niger,  by  which  it  is  iuppofed  to  difcharge  its  waters 
into  the  Atlantic  ocean  :  The  river  Niger,  according  to  the  bed 
maps,  rifes  in  the  eaft  of  Africa  ;  and  after  a  courfe  of  300 
miles,  nearly  due  weft,  divides  into  three  branches,  the  moft 
northerly  of  which  is  the  Senegal,  as  above  ;  the  middle  is  the 
Gambia,  or  Gambra  ;  and  the  moft  fouthern,  Rio  Grande.  Se- 
negal empties  itfelf  into  the  Atlantic  ocean  in  i6Q  north  lat, 
The  entrance  of  it  is  guarded  by  feveral  forts,  the  principal  of 
which  is  Fort  Leivis,  built  on  an  ifland  of  the  fame  name.  It 
is  a  quadrangular  fort,  with  two  baftions,  and  of  no  inconftde- 
rable  ftrength.  At  the  mouth  of  the  river  is  a  bar  ;  the  beft 
feafon  for  palling  it,  is  from  March  to  Augufi,  or  September, 
or  rather  from  April  to  July,  becaufe  the  tides  are  then  higheft. 
The  Englijh  had  formerly  fettlements  here,  out  of  which  they 
were  driven  by  the  French,  who  have  engrolTed  the  whole  trade 
from  Cape  Blanco  to  the  river  Gambia,  which  is  near  500  miles. 
The  Dutch  were  the  firft  who  fettled  Senegal,  and  built  two 
forts.  The  French  made  themfelves  matters  of  them  in  1678. 
In  1692  the  Englijh  feized  them  ;  but  next  year  the  French  re- 
took them,  and  have  kept  them  ever  fince.  They  built  Fort 
Lewis  in  1692,  and  have  beyond  it  a  multitude  of  other  fettle- 
ments., extending  200  leagues  up  the  river.     The  principal  com- 

R  modifies 
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From  the  Faft  Indies  we  have  this  year  heard  nothing 
remarkable.  It  does  not  feem  that  the  French,  notwithftand- 
ingthe  great  ftruggle  they  made  to  fend  out  a  ftrong  arma- 
ment under  Gen.  Lally,  have  been  in  a  condition  to  enter- 
prife  any  thing.  It  is  faid,  and  probably  with  good  founda- 
tion, that  the  greateft  part  of  that  force  was  dwindled  away 
with  ficknefs  during  the  voyage.  Our  naval  force  was  ex- 
erted with  fpirit  and  effe£t  in  the  Mediterranean.  The 
French  found  that  the  pofTeflion  of  Minorca  could  not  drive 
us  from  the  dominion  of  the  Mediterranean,  where  Admi- 
ral Ofborn  gave  the  enemies  maritime  ftrength  fuch  blows, 
as  they  muft  long  feel,  and  which  merited  him  the  greater!: 
of  all  honours,  to  be  joined  with  the  conquerors  of  Louis- 
bourg,  in  the  thanks  of  the  reprefentative  body  of  their 
country. 

The  coming  year  feems  big  with  great  events.  In  Ger- 
many the  affairs  of  the  rival  powers  of  Pruflia  and  Auftria, 
appear  to  be  more  nearly  ballanced  than  at  any  time  fince 
the  beginning  of  the  war.  This  force  is  as  great  as  ever, 
and  their  animofity  is  no  way  leflened.  Great  fteps  are  ta- 
ken to  afTemble  powerful  armies  on  the  Rhine  ;  whilft  Great 
Britain  has  fentout  two  confiderable  armaments,  one  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  the  other  to  Africa  ;  thefuccefs  of  which  muft 
go  a  great  way  towards  determining  the  iflue  of  the  war. 
Other  great  preparations  are  alfo  making  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Dutch  enraged  at 
the  captures  of  their  ihips,  make  complaints,  and  threaten 
armaments.  The  death  of  the  Princefs  of  Orange,  which 
happened  at  a  moil  critical  juncture,  adds  more  perplexity 
to  affairs  in  that  quarter.  If  we  look  to  the  fouthward,  the 
clouds  feem  gathering  there  alfo.  The  imminent  death  of 
the  King  of  Spain,  will  be  an  event  fruitful  of  troubles.  In 
this  affair  the  King  of  Sardinia,  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  will  find  themfelves  concerned  ;  to 
fay  nothing  of  the  maritime  powers.  In  a  word,  the  flame 
of  war  threatens  to  fpread  in  every  part  of  Europe. 


modities  which  the  French  import  from  this  fettlement  are,  that 
valuable  article  gum  fenega,  hides,  bees-wax,  elephants  teeth, 
cotton,  gold  duft,  negroe  (laves,  oftrich  feathers,  ambergris, 
indiVo,  and  civet. 

At 
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At  prcfent  we  are  obliged  to  buy  all  our  gum  fenega  of  the 
Dutch,  who  purchafe  it  from  the  French  ;  and  they  fet  what  price 
they  pleafe  on  it.  But  as  the  trade  to  Africa  is  now  open,  by 
this  important  acquifition,  the  price  of  this  valuable  drug,  which 
is  fo  much  ufed  in  feveral  of  our  manufactures,  will  be  much 
reduced. 
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CHAP.     I. 

The  inclinations  of  the  Powers  at  war  at  the  clojing  the  laft 
campaign.  The  King  of  Spat  rfs  death  apprehended.  Con- 
dition  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  Etnprefs  Queen,  Rujfta, 
Sweden,  Holland,  France,  and  England. 

WHOEVER  refle&s  upon  the  conclufion  of  the 
feveral  campaigns  fince  the  year  1755,  will 
eafily  perceive  that  at  the  end  of  the  laft,  the 
fortune  of  the  feveral  powers  at  war  feemed 
more  nearly  upon  a  ballance,  than  it  had  been  at  the  clofe 
of  any  of  the  former.  That  campaign  was  rather  Iefs 
bloody,  than  that  which  immediately  preceeded  it ;  and  it 
was  not  concluded  with  any  action  of  fuch  an  eclat,  as  could 
greatly  raife,  or  deprefs  the  hopes  of  any  of  the  contending 
parties.  All  parties  became  more  cautious ;  becaufe  it  be- 
came every  day  more  evident,  that  the  fortune  of  war  was 
not  to  be  decided  by  any  fingle  ftroke,  however  confiderable. 

The 
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The  prize  was  referved  for  the  player  of  the  fkilful  game ; 
for  the  mofl  attentive  patience  :  for  the  greatefl  depth  of 
refources.  An  equality  of  this  kind  feemed  at  laft  to  pro- 
mife  Europe  fome  repofe.  All  fides  might  now  give  and 
receive  honourable  and  equitable  terms  ;  and  peace  might 
be  fettled  on  that  footing,  on  which  it  has  been  ufually  made, 
for  fome  time  paft,  in  our  part  of  the  world.  But  the  great 
defigns  entertained  by  each  power  ;  revenge  imbittered  by 
the  blows  which  all  had  felt  in  their  turns,  the  confideration 
of  the  vaft  expences  that  fell  upon  all,  and  which  a  peace 
at  that  time  would  have  made  fruitlefs  ;  even  the  hopes 
arifmg  from  the  equivocal  appearances  of  the  laft  campaign, 
eftranged  every  court  from  the  difpofition  to  peace.  Info- 
much  that  there  were  no  terms  directly  offered  by  any  of 
the  belligerent  powers ;  nor  did  any  of  the  neutral  interpofe 
their  mediation.  Befides  thefe,  another  caufe  operated 
powerfully ;  a  great  event  was  hourly  expected  about  this 
time  ;  an  event  which  threatened  to  involve  the  Southern 
parts  of  Europe  in  the  calamities  of  that  war,  that  had  fo 
long  wafted  the  Northern  ;  and  which,  whenever  it  fhould 
take  place,  threatened  to  render  the  political  fyftem  infi- 
nitely more  intricate,  and  probably  to  give  the  war  quite  a 
new  turn. 

The  late  King  of  Spain,  by  the  force  of  a  conjugal  affec- 
tion, rarely  feen  in  that  dignity,  fince  the  death  of  his 
Queen  had  been  given  up  to  a  melancholy,  which  preyed 
upon  his  health,  and  affected  his  underftanding.  His  death, 
or  incapacity,  appeared  inevitable  within  a  fhort  time.  The 
King  of  Naples,  Don  Carlos,  was  next  in  the  order  of  fuc- 
ceftion.  In  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapel le,  it  had  been 
agreed,  that  the  dutchies  of  Parma,  Placentia  and  Guaftalla, 
fhould  be  reftored  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  in  cafe  Don 
Carlos  fhould  ever  come  to  the  crown  of  Spain.  Thefe 
countries  were  at  the  end  of  that  war,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Emprefs  Queen,  or  her  allies.  Her  imperial  Majefty  had 
fet  up  a  claim  to  the  reverfion  of  thefe  dutchies,  on  the  ex- 
tinction of  ifTue  male  in  the  houfe  of  Farnefe.  But  the 
ambition  of  the  Queen  of  Spain  to  make  all  her  children 
Sovereigns,  put  powerful  bars  in  her  way  to  it.  This  am- 
bition was  one  of  the  caufes  which  made  the  laft  fo  general 
a  war.  The  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  which  put  a  period 
to  that  war,  after  fettling  thefe  contefted  dutchies  as  an 
eftablifhment   for  Don  Philip,  fecond   fon   to   the  King  of 

Spain, 
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Spain,  provided,  that  whenever  the  event,  which  we  have 
mentioned  above,  mould  take  place,  that  is  to  fay,  the  ae^ 
ceflion  of  Don  Carlos  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  then  the  King- 
dom of  Naples  and  Sicily  mould  pafs  to  the  Infant  Don 
Philip,  and  the  dutchies  which  formed  his  eftablifhment 
mould  revert  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria*. 

The  King  of  Naples,  not  without  reafon,  looked  upon 
this  article  of  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  as  injurious  to 
his  rights ;  accordingly  he  never  acceded  to  it.  No  method 
in  this  cafe  could  be  feen,  which  might  prevent  matters 
from  coming  to  extremities,  except  the  fituation  of  the  Em- 
prefs,  engaged  as  fhe  was  with  a  powerful  adverfary,  who 
kept  her  forces  {trained  to  the  utmoft  pitch.  She  was  in  no 
condition  to  engage  in  a  new  war,  however  interefting  the 
object  might  be.  Her  ally  France,  who  fo  ineffectually 
affiited  her  in  Germany,  could  not  probably  afllfl  her  with 
more  effect  in  Italy  ;  me  therefore  feemed  to  have  no  other 
part  left,  than  to  acquiefce  for  the  prefent,  and  wait  in 
filence  a  more  favourable  opportunity  to  affert  her  claims. 
The  event  of  the  King  of  Spain's  death  has  fince  happened. 
It  has  produced  none  of  thefe  immediate  effects  which  were 
apprehended ;  and  this  probably  proceeded  from  the  caufe 
which  we  have  juft  now  hinted.  A  dead  calm  at  prefent 
broods  over  Italy.  But  in  this  tranquility  and  filence  there 
are  materials  gathering,  which  may  in  no  very  diftant  period 
burft  in  a  terrible  tempell;  over  that  delightful  country. 
They  are  very  nearly  the  fame  that  produced  the  laft  trou- 
bles there,  and  may  not  only  revive  them,  but  fpread  the 
horrors  of  war  once  more  over  all  Europe. 

Such  were  the  inclinations  of  the  powers  at  war  at  the 
opening  of  this  year ;  their  ftrength  feemed  alfo  very  entire; 
in  particular,  the  refources  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  appeared 
aftonifhing,  after  the  great  blows  he  had  fuffered ;  and  after 
the  advantages  he  had  gained,  but  gained  at  fo  high  a  price. 
He  was  Hill  able  to  (hew  himfelf  the  father  and  benefactor, 
as  well  as  the  protector  of.  his  people.  In  the  midft  of  the 
devouring  wafte  of  fuch  an  expenfive  war,  from  the  funds 
of  his  ceconomy  he  was  enabled  to  remit  the  taxes  to  thofe 
parts  of  his  dominions,  which  had  fuffered  from  the  Ruffian 
barbarity  ■  he  even  advanced  money  to  thofe  which  had 
fuffered  the  molt  confiderably. 

To  take  a  nearer  view  of  his  fituation,  we  muff  obferve, 
that   the  whole  kingdom  of  Pruffia  dill  remained  in  the 

hands 
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hands  of  the  Mufcovites.  The  dutchy  of  Cleves,  togethe1" 
with  his  other  pofleflions  on  the  Rhine,  could  yield  him 
nothing  ;  they  were  held  by  the  French  ;  but  in  thefe  re- 
fpecb,  his  fituation  was  not  worfe  than  it  had  been,  almoU: 
from  the  beginning  of  the  war.  He  had  to  ballance  thefe 
loiTes,  the  rich  country  of  Saxony,  which  he  had  twice  in 
one  campaign  wrefled  from  the  hands  of  the  Auftrians.  Add 
to  this,  the  renewal  of  the  fubfidy  treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
on  the  advantageous  terms  of  the  former  year.  Thefe  were 
undoubtedly  great  fupports ;  and  the  King  feemed  as  entire 
in  power,  and  more  advanced  in  reputation  than  ever. 

But  to  a  more  critical  examination,  things  had  an  afpecl 
not  quite  fo  favourable.  This  appearance  was  rather  fpe- 
cious  than  entirely  folid ;  and  whilft  all  without  looked  full 
and  fair,  within  there  was  a  decay  of  fubftance,  and  an 
hollownefs  that  rung  at  the  flighted  touch.  That  incom- 
parable body  of  troops,  which  at  the  beginning  of  the  war 
had  given  him  fo  great  a  fuperiority,  no  longer  exifted  in 
the  fame  perfons.  If  his  troops  derived  advantages  from  a 
long  feries  of  active  fervice,  thefe  advantages  were  equally 
on  the  fide  of  the  enemy.  His  army  had  known  what  it 
is  to  be  beaten  ;  and  it  is  no  wonder,  if  a  fort  of  wearinefs 
and  defpair  began  to  creep  upon  them,  after  fuch  an  infi- 
nite train  of  unrewarded  fatigues,  when  they  faw  that  (o 
many  wonderful  exploits  had  not  yet  ended  the  war  in 
their  favour.  Many  of  his  bed  generals  had  been  killed  in 
battle,  or  died,  or  had  retired,  or  were  difgraced.  The 
hoards  which  he  had  amafTed  before  the  war,  by  this 
time  muft  have  been  entirely  fpent ;  his  dominions  mud 
have  been  greatly  exhaufted,  both  of  men  and  money. 
Saxony  could  no  longer  yield  fuch  fupplies  as  formerly. 
The  indigence  of  the  fubdued  inhabitants, ,  fet  bounds  to 
the  rapacity  of  the  conqueror.  The  fubfidy  of  Great 
Britain  did  a  great  deal  ;  but  it  could  not  fup'ply  the  de- 
ficiencies on  this,  and  on  every  other  fide.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances,  probably,  made  the  King  of  PruiTia  more  cautious 
and  dilatory  than  ufual. 

The  court  of  Vienna  had  as  great  burthens  to  fuftain 
as  the  King  of  Pruflia,  and  the  had  fuffered  much  greater 
blows.  That  power  has  a  Strength,  fomewhat  unaccount- 
able and  peculiar  to  herfelf.  More  deficient  in  pecuniary 
funds,  than  any  other  great  power  in  Europe,  fhe  is  better 
able  to  fubfift,  and  to  do  considerable  things  without  them. 

For 
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For  by  a  long  habit,  the  whole  ftate  is  formed  to  its  necef- 
fities  ;  and  the  fubjecl:  is  more  ready  to  fupply  free  quarter, 
and  to  endure  military  licence  than  any  other.  The  coun- 
try is  abundantly  fruitful  in  all  its  parts.  And  whilfl  the 
war  is  carried  on  near  home,  an  arbitrary  government, 
operating  on  fo  extenfive  an  object,  can  hardly  fail  of  fuch 
refources,  as  muft  ferve  an  Auftrian  army  ;  which  is  ftill 
paid  in  a  great  meafure,  as  Tacitus  defcribes  the  troops  of 
the  antient  Germans  to  have  been  ;  they  have  a  plentiful 
table  in  lieu  of  pay.  (a) 

And  indeed  it  muft  be  owned,  that  there  is  no  Sovereign, 
who  is  more  highly  honoured  in  his  dominions,  or  obeyed 
with  a  greater  mixture  of  love  and  reverence,  by  all  his 
fubje&s,  than  her  Imperial  Majefty.  So  that  having  a  very 
ample  power,  very  willing  obedience,  a  large  territory  and 
many  men,  not  fufficiently  employed  in  the  arts  of  peace,  it 
perhaps  may  be  guefTed,  in  what  manner  fhe  has  been 
able  to  fupply  her  many  and  great  lofTes,  and  to  continue  a 
war,  like  the  prefenfc,  better  than  ftates  more  abundant  in 
money.  She  is  befides,  and  this  is  a  matter  of  no  fmall 
confequence,  Supported  by  the  countenance,  the  authority, 
and  the  forces  of  the  Empire.  And  fhe  has  for  her  allies 
the  firft,  and  moft  formidable  names  in  Europe.  In  the 
wars  which  this  power  carried  on  in  the  laft,  and  in  this 
century,  though  ufually  not  very  fuccefsful,  fhe  has  always 
been  the  laft  to  defire  a  peace;  though  frequently  flow 
in  her  operations,  fhe  makes  amends  by  an  extraordinary 
perfeverance. 

This  flownefs  could  not  efcape  general  observation,  in 
the  actions  of  the  laft  year.  That  the  Auftrians  did  not 
play  with  Sufficient  Spirit,  the  great  game  which  was  in 
their  hands,  after  the  battle  of  Hochkirchen,  and  the  entry 
of  the  Ruffians  into  the  New  Marche  of  Brandenburgh, 
feems  hardly  disputable.  Perhaps  it  was  that  the  court  of 
Vienna,  by  an  error  common  to  many  courts,  but  particu- 
larly fo  to  this,  and  often  fatal  to  it,  interfered  too  much 
and  too  minutely,  in  the  operations  of  the  campaign. 

It  is  not  impoflible  that  the  character  of  Marfhal  Daun 
himfelf,  might  have  had  fome  fhare  in  this  inactivity  ;  a 
character  almofl  in  all  tilings  the  dire£t  reverfe  of  that  of 

his 

(a)  Nam  epula .  ct  quanquam  incoinpti,  largl  tamen  apparatus 
proftipendio  cedunt.     Tacit,  de  moribus  Germ.  §.  14. 
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his  PrufTian  Majefty.  He  faw  that  the  King,  active,  refo- 
lute  and  advantageous,  wafted  himfelf  even  by  that  activity 
and  fpirit,  to  which  he  owed  his  moft  brilliant  fuccefles. 
Should  the  Auftrians  carry  on  the  war  in  the  fame  fpirit, 
they  might  fuffer  in  the  fame  manner,  without  being  ever 
able  to  equal,  much  lefs  to  exceed  that  great  Monarch,  in 
a  ftile  of  action  peculiarly  his  own.  Daun  therefore  by 
principle,  feems  to  have  kept  his  army  from  coming  to 
action,  in  order  to  oppofe  a  ftrength  entire,  and  recruited 
by  a  long  reft,  to  that  of  the  King  of  Pruflia,  wafted  by  the 
efforts  it  was  obliged  to  make,  inceiTantly  and  on  every 
fide.  His  defign  feemed  to  be,  that  the  iiTue  of  the  war 
fhould  rather  arife  from  the  general  refult  and  concurrence 
of  all  the  operations,  gradually  producing  a  folid  though  a 
flow  advantage,  than  from  the  effects  of  a  bold,  quick,  and 
mafterly  ftroke.  In  fad,  the  Auftrians  felt  all  the  benefits, 
and  all  the  inconveniencies  which  ufually  attend  this  fort  of 
conduct,  a  conduct  which  probably  loft  them  Saxony  in  the 
laft  campaign,  and  which  has  fecured  them  the  pofTeflion 
of  what  they  now  hold  in  that  country.  The  Auftrians 
and  Pruflians  watched  the  time  and  one  another,  and  came 
very  late  to  action. 

The  court  of  Petersburg  ftill  adhered  to  its  old  fyftem, 
in  fpite  of  the  late  ill  fuccefs  of  her  arms,  and  all  the  ef- 
forts of  the  Britifh  minifter,  to  withdraw  her  from  her  al- 
liance. If  fhe  had  fome  lofs  of  men,  it  was  the  leaft  lofs 
fhe  could  feel  :  and  fhe  thought  that  whilft  the  war  was 
carried  on  at  the  expence  of  others,  the  reduction  of  fo  near, 
fo  dreaded,  and  fo  hated  a  rival  as  the  King  of  Pruflia,  and 
the  opportunity  of*  the  forming  her  troops  to  fervice,  and 
perfecting  her  officers,  were  objects  of  confequence  enough 
to  keep  her  clofely  attached  to  her  flrft  fentiments. 

The  Swedes  preferved  likewife  the  fame  connexion  ;  but 
they  continued  as  before?  an  inconfiderable,  and  inglorious 
part  of  the  war. 

Holland  preferved  her  neutrality  ;  but  it  was  a  neutrality 
little  refpected,  and  indeed  in  itfelf  little  refpectable.  Di- 
vided in  her  councils,  attentive  only  to  private  interefts,  fhe 
difgufted  the  Englifh,  and  neither  pleafed  nor  ferved  the 
French.  For  fome  of  the  fubjects  of  that  republic  had  car- 
ried on  the  trade  of  France  in  their  bottoms,  which  fu eject- 
ed them  to  frequent  captures  from  the  Englifh  men  of  war 
and  privateers.     This  produced  loud  complaints  in  Holland, 

S  and 
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and  warm  remonftrances  to  the  court  of  London.  Thefe 
complaints  met  with  little  attention,  being  in  many  refpe&s 
but  indifferently  founded.  The  affair  was  drawn  out  m 
length,  until  the  difpute  was  extinguifhed  by  the  deflruction 
of  its  object  ;  fome  of  the  French  colonies  were  reduced, 
and  the  trade  in  the  others,  grown  too  fmall  and  too  hazar- 
dous to  be  continued  longer  with  any  hope  of  advantage. 

The  affairs  of  France  and  England  were  partly  connected 
with  the  general  fyftem,  and  partly  diftincl:  and  independent. 
France  perceived  that  the  ftrength  of  the  Englifh,  and  the 
exertion  of  that  ftrength,  increafed  continually  in  America; 
me  knew  from  the  natural  inferiority  of  her  colonies,  and 
the  feeble  ftate  of  her  navy,  that  fne  could  not  in  reafon 
hope  for  great  fuccefs  in  that  quarter  ;  for  which  reafon, 
although  fhe  fent  a  fleet  under  Monf.  Bompart  into  the 
Wefl  Indies,  and  fome  men  of  war,  with  as  many  ftore  and 
Iranfport  fhips  as  fhe  could  fleal  out  of  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence, her  great  efforts  were  to  be  made  in  Europe  ;  fhe 
had  two  objects,  the  recovery  of  Hanover,  and  the  invafion 
of  thefe  iflands ;  in  either  of  which  if  fhe  fucceeded,  there 
could  be  no  doubt,  but  that  it  would  prove  a  fufficient  bal- 
lance  for  all  that  fhe  had  fuffered,  or  had  to  apprehend  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world. 

With  regard  to  the  firfl  object,  though  it  was  difficult 
to  attain  it,  and  though  if  it  mould  be  attained,  it  did 
not  promife  to  anfwer  her  purpofes  fo  well  as  the  latter, 
yet  it  was  upon  that  fhe  chiefly  depended.  Hitherto  in- 
deed the  fuccefs  which  France  had  in  Germany,  was  not 
,at  all  proportioned  to  the  prodigious  efforts  which  fhe 
'  made ;  fhe  began  to  find  herfelf  muc*h  exhaufted.  The 
wants  of  the  French  obliged  them  to  pay  little  refpect  to 
neutral,  or  even  to  friendly  powers ;  fo  that  the  efleem 
and  affiftance  which  they  had  in  Germany,  diminifhed  con- 
tinually. They  eat  up  the  country,  and  feized  on  fuch 
towns  as  were  convenient  to  them,  without  any  ceremony  : 
yet  freed  from  all  thefe  reflraints,  their  army  had  made  very 
little  progrefs ;  their  generals  had  not  difplayed  any  great 
abilities,  and  their  army,  in  itfelf  very  badly  compofed, 
was  deficient  in  difcipline,  to  a  degree  which  is  fcarcely 
credible.  They  kept  neither  guards  nor  polls,  nor  cen- 
tinels ;  a  great  part  of  their  troops  wandered  from  the 
camp  into  the  neighbouring  towns,  and  returned  drunk. 
Their  councils  of  war  were  held  in  a  tumultuous  and  disor- 
derly 
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derly  manner  ;  and  all  their  defigns  were  perfectly  known 
in  the  camp  of  the  allies,  where  a  very  different  picture 
was  exhibited,  with  regard   to  regularity  and  caution. 

The  French  troops  have  feveral  effential  defects  in 
their  conftitution,  which  prevent  them  from  equalling* 
thofe  of  Germany,  and  other  nations.  Several  regiments 
are  in  a  manner  hereditary  in  great  families,  who  placed  at 
their  firft  outfet  at  a  very  high  point  of  military  rank,  think 
it  unneceflary  to  attain  the  qualifications,  which  lead  others 
to  it  ftep  by  ftep.  As  to  the  reft  of  the  officers,  as  their 
pay  is  fmall  and  their  hopes  little,  few  ftudy  the  art  military, 
as  a  profeffion  :  they  ferve  becaufe  it  is  the  fafhion  to  do  fo, 
and  that  it  is  thought  neceflary  to  be  a  gentleman.  Thus 
they  difpatch  their  bufinefs  as  a  difagreeable  talk;  and 
having  little  to  lofe  in  the  fervice,  it  is  almoft  impoflible  to 
preferve  a  due  fubordination.  The  common  men  are  little 
more  than  abject  vaffals,  and  therefore  want  that  high  fpirit 
which  in  their  gentry  makes  fome  amends  for  the  want  of 
knowledge  and  afliduity.  And  as  they  are  corrupted  by  the 
example  of  their  fuperiors,  fo  by  their  negligence  they  are 
left  without  any  reftraint.  The  officers  do  not  chufe  to 
incur  the  ill  will  of  their  men,  or  to  give  themfelves  trouble, 
by  exercifmg  that  wholfome  feverity  in  which  the  health 
and  vigour  of  military  difcipline  confift. 

The  German  common  people  are  indeed  in  a  ftill  lower 
ftate  of  vaffalage  than  the  French,  and  might  therefore  be 
fuppofed  naturally,  no  better  foldiers  ;  but  their  bodies  are 
more  robuft  and  hardy  ;  their  treatment  is  fevere  and  rigo-* 
rous,  their  fubordination  is  mod  exact,  which  makes  their 
difcipline  perfect ;  and  Germany  is  fo  habituated  to  war, 
that  all  the  people  may  be  faid  to  be  born  foldiers.  Thefe 
things  give  the  Germans  a  great  fuperiority  over  the  French ; 
a  fuperiority  which  was  more  vifible  in  this,  than  in  any 
former  war. 

Thefe  defects  in  their  army  were  increafed  by  the  low 
ftate  of  their  finances,  which  caufed  their  troops  to  be 
very  ill  paid.  The  French  court  made  fome  attempts  to 
keep  up  their  credit,  by  changing  their  former  methods  of 
raifing  money.  Mr.  Silhoute  was  made  comptroller  of  the 
finances,  and  the  farmers  general  were  removed  from  their 
former  employment  of  finding  the  fupplies.  New  methods 
were  devifed,  which  might  ftave  off  the  entire  ruin  of  their 
finances,  until  their  armies  in  Germany  could  ftrike  fome 

S  %  effectual 
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effectual  blow,  or  their  project  of  an  invafion,  which 
Quieted  the  minds  of  the  people  in  fome  degree,  mould  be 
put  in  execution. 

With  regard  to  the  latter  project,  France  had  formerly- 
found  that  the  bare  report  of  fuch  a  defign  had  ferved  many 
material  purpofes  ;  but  in  England  things  had  fince  then, 
been  greatly  changed.  The  threats  of  an  invafion  increas- 
ed our  internal  ftrength,  without  raifing  any  apprehenfions  ; 
they  in  a  great  meaiure  executed  the  militia  aft,  which 
hardly  any  thing  elfe  could  have  put  in  execution  ;  they 
increafed  the  regular  troops,  both  in  their  number  and  their 
fpecies.  England  for  the  firft  time  faw  light  horfe  and 
light  foot.  There  reigned  in  both  houfes  the  mod:  perfect 
and  unprecedented  union.  Among  the  great  men  there 
was  no  difference  that  could  in  the  lead  affect  the  conduct 
of  the  war.  The  difpute  concerning  the  preference  of  the 
continental  and  the  marine  fyftem,  was  entirely  filenced ; 
becaufe  a  fyftem  took  place  which  comprehended  both,  and 
operated  in  both  as  fully  as  the  warmeft  advocates  of  either 
could  defire.  Never  did  England  keep  a  greater  number 
of  land  forces  on  foot,  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  in 
England,  in  America,  when  fhe  turned  all  her  power  to  her 
land  forces  only.  Never  did  fhe  cover  the  feas  with  fuch 
formidable  fleets,  when  her  navy  alone  engaged  her  atten- 
tion. Such  is  the  effect  when  power  and  patriotifm  unite  ; 
when  liberty  and  order  kifs  ;  and  when  a  nation  fits  with  a 
happy  fecurity  under  the  made  of  abilities  which  fhe  has 
tried,  and  virtues  in  which  fhe  dares  to  confide. 

CHAP.     II. 

"The  .allied  army  moves.  Succefsful  fkirmifies  on  the  fide  of 
the  allies.  Battle  of  Bergen.  Prince  Ferdinand  retires 
to  Windeken.  Plan  of  the  campaign.  General  IVober- 
fnonxfs  expedition  into  Poland.  Prince  Henry^s  into  Bo- 
hemia and  Franconia.  General  Macguire  defeated.  Bam- 
berg pillaged.  Prince  Henry  returns  to  Saxony.  Hejfe 
abandoned  by  the  allies. 

TH  E  feizing  of  Francfort  in  the  laft  year,  by  a  moft 
flagrant  violation  of  the  liberties  of  the  Empire,  had 
^iven  the  French  and  their  allies  the  moft  material  advan- 
tage they  had  acquired  in  the  campaign ;   for  it  iecured  to 

them 
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them  the  courfe  of  the  Maine,  and  the  Rhine,  and  made  it 
eafy  to  them  to  receive  every  kind  cf  reinforcement  and 
fupply.  It  fecured  likewife  that  communication  between 
them,  the  Imperial,  and  the  Auftrian  armies,  and  formed 
that  chain,  from  which  they  derived  no  frnail  benefit  of 
mutual  fuccour  and  concurrence  in  their  operations.  Much 
depended  upon  their  being  diilodged  from  that  poft ;  as 
well  with  regard  to  the  fortune  of  his  Britannic  Majefty's 
army,  as  to  that  of  the  King  of  Pruflia.  Such  a  ftroke  muff 
neceflarily  have  the  greateft  influence  on  the  events  of  the 
whole  enfuing  campaign.  Prince  Ferdinand,  fenfible  of 
this,  as  foon  as  the  feafon  permitted  him  to  enter  upon 
action,  drew  his  troops  out  of  their  cantonments  ;  and  at 
the  head  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  prepared  to  diflodge  them, 
before  they  could  receive  the  fupplies,  of  which  they  were 
in  daily  expectation.  The  reft  of  his  army,  confuting  of 
about  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  men,  were  left  to  guard  the 
electorate,  and  to  watch  the  bifhoprick  of  Munfter.  Some 
detachments  of  Hanoverians  and  Pruflians  had,  in  the  latter 
end  of  February,  driven  the  Imperialifts  and  Auftrians  from 
the  polts,  which  they  occupied  at  Erfurth  and  Eifinach, 
and  fome  places  in  the  country  of  Heffe ;  this  drew  a  ftrono- 
body  of  the  enemy  into  that  part,  which  pufhed  them  back; 
but  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick,  who  led  the  army 
of  the  allies  through  ways,  before  deemed  impafTableto  an 
army,  defeated  them  in  fome  fevere  ikirmiilies ;  feveral 
places  of  importance  were  taken  ;  feveral  whole  battalions 
were  made  prifoners,  with  their  officers.  The  French, 
alarmed  at  the  vivacity  of  this  beginning,  judged  it  but  the 
prelude  to  fomething  more  decifive.  Accordingly  the  Duke 
of  Broglio  took  an  advantageous  port,  near  Bergen,  at  a 
village  between  Francfort  and  Hanau,  which  it  was  necef- 
fary  the  Allies  mould  .mafter,  before  they  could  penetrate 
to  his  line.  This  place  he  had  made  his  right,  and  fecured 
his  flanks  and  centre  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  attack  could 
only  be  made  at  that  village. 

In  this  difpofition  was  the  French  army  when  the  Allies 
approached  ;  they  formed  themfelves  under  an  eminence, 
and  began  the  attack  on  the  village  of  Bergen,  between 
nine  and  ten  in  the  morning  with  great  intrepidity.  They 
were  received  with  a  very  fevere  fire,  which  the  enemy 
had  prepared  for  them  ;  they  made  three  attacks  in  the 
fpace  of  about  two  hours,  and  were  every  time  repulfed. 

Prince 
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Prince  Ferdinand  now  obferved  that  the  enemy  (till  kept 
a  good  countenance  in  their  poft,  and  that  his  own  troops 
began  to  fall  into  fome  diforder.  This  able  general,  who 
never  nfques  his  fortune  on  a  Tingle  throw,  began  to  think 
of  a  retreat,  whilft  his  lofs  was  yet  inconfiderable,  and 
the  diforder  of  his  men  eafily  to  be  repaired.  But  a 
retreat  in  the  face  of  a  victorious  enemy,  was  hazardous  ; 
and  the  day  was  not  yet  above  half  fpent.  In  this  exigence 
he  made  fuch  movements,  as  ftrongly  indicated  a  defign  of 
falling  once  more  upon  the  village,  in  the  enemy's  right, 
and  of  making  at  the  fame  time  a  new  attack  upon  their 
left.  Thefe  appearances  were  farther  countenanced  by  a 
cannonade,  on  both  thefe  pofts,  fupported  with  an  uncom- 
mon fury.  The  French  deceived  by  thefe  manoeuvres, 
kept  clofe  in  their  pofts ;  they  expected  a  new  and  a  lively 
attack  every  moment ;  they  returned  the  cannonade  as 
brifkly  as  they  could  ;  and  in  this  pofture  things  continued 
until  night  came  on,  when  the  prince  made  an  eafy  retreat, 
without  diforder,  or  moleftation,  and  halted  at  Windeken. 

In  this  action  the  lofs  of  the  allies  was  about  two 
thoufand  in  every  way  :  that  of  the  French  was  by  no 
means  lefs  confiderable.  The  allies  indeed  fuffered  no- 
thing in  their  reputation  ;  their  countenance  through  the 
whole  action  having  been  excellent.  Prince  Ferdinand 
gained  as  much  honour,  and  displayed  as  much  fkill,  as 
could  have  been  obtained,  or  {hewn  upon  a  more  fortunate 
occafion.  The  event  however  was,  in  its  confequences,  far 
from  indifferent  ;  for  the  allies  having  miffed  this  blow, 
the  French  ftill  kept  Francfort,  and  all  advantages  which 
they  drew  from  that  fituation  ;  they  had  time  and  means  to 
receive  their  reinforcements  ;  and  they  acquired  in  a  fhort 
fpace  fuch  a  fuperiority,  as  obliged  prince  Ferdinand  to 
content  himfelf  with  acting  on  the  defenfive,  for  a  long 
time  after. 

The  advantages  which  would  have  arifen  from  another 
ifTue  of  that  battle  appeared  more  fully,  from  the  operati- 
ons which  were  carrying  on  on  the  fide  of  Bohemia,  and 
which  probably  were  defigned  to  concur  with  thofe  of  the 
prince,  in  fome  grand  and  comprehenfive  fcheme.  There 
is  no  doubt,  that  the  army  of  the  allies,  and  thofe  of  his 
Pruffian  Majefty,  had  determined  to  act  in  concert,  and 
had  fettled  fome  plan  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  though  it  fhould 
not  be  difcovered  with  equal  certainty,  what  that  plan  was, 

it 
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it  may  not  however  be  unpleafant  to  trace  it ;  as  far  at 
ieaft  as  a  reasonable  conjecture,  guided  by  the  lights  de- 
rived from  the  tendency  of  each  operation,  may  lead  us. 
For  if  we  fucceed  at  all,  in  fuch  an  attempt,  it  diffufes  a 
wonderful  clearnefs  over  the  whole  narrative. 

It  is  not  impoflible  then,  that  it  was  defigned  in  the  firfl 
place,  to  keep  the  Ruffians  at  a  diftance,  until  the  latter  end 
of  the  fummer,  by  the  destruction  of  their  magazines  in 
Poland.  That  on  the  other  fide  prince  Ferdinand  mould 
attempt  to  drive  the  French  towards  the  Rhine,  and  to  get 
between  them  and  the  army  of  the  Empire  ;  which  having 
thus  loft  its  communication  with  the  French,  prince  Henry 
fhould  rufh  out  of  Saxony,  and  fall  upon  them  in  Bohemia 
and  Franconia,  and  cut  off  alfo  their  communication  with 
the  great  body  of  the  Auflrians.  Then  the  Imperiaiifcs 
would  find  themfelves  fituated  between  two  hoftile  and  Su- 
perior armies  ;  whilft  in  Bohemia,  Marfhal  Daun  would  be 
either  obliged  to  try  his  fortune  Tingle  handed,  with  the 
King  of  Pruflia,  or  totally  to  abandon  that  kingdom,  into 
which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Pruflians  to  enter,  in  op- 
pofite  parts  at  once. 

The  firft  part  of  this  plan  was  executed  with  great  fpirit 
and  fuccefs.  So  early  as  the  23d  of  February  the  Pruilian 
general  Wobermow  marched  into  Poland  from  Glogau  in 
Silefia,  with  forty-fix  fquadrons,  and  twenty-nine  battalions, 
where  they  routed  fome  bodies  of  Coftacks ;  and  after  hav- 
ing deflroyed  Several  immenfe  magazines,  particularly  one 
at  Pofen,  faid  to  be  Sufficient  for  the  Subfiftence  of  fifty 
thouiand  men  for  three  months,  they  returned  without  any 
loSs  into  Silefia,  on  the  18th  of  April. 

As  for  the  Second  Act  of  this  military  drama,  it  was  ex- 
ecuted with  as  great  SucceSs,  and  with  Some  advantages 
more  Striking  than  the  firft.  Prince  Henry  commanded  the 
Pruflian  troops  in  Saxony,  which  the  public  accounts  called 
forty  thoufand  men.  He  had  certain  intelligence,  that  Some 
movements,  which  had  purpoSely  been  made  by  the  Kins: 
of  Pruflia,  had  drawn  the  greateft:  part  of  the  Auitrian 
troops,  which  had  been  polled  as  a  watch  upon  Saxony; 
towards  the  frontiers  of  Silefia.  He  immediately  took  ad- 
vantage of  this  opening,  and  entered  Bohemia  in 
two  columns :  one  marched  towards  PeterSwade  :  April  15. 
the  other,  which  was  commanded  by  General 
Hulfen,  made  its  way  by  Pafberg  and  Commottau.     The 
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firft  penetrated  as  far  as  Lobofchutz,  and  Leitmeritz,  the 
enemy  flying  before  them,  and  every  where  abandoning  or 
burning  the  vaft  magazines  which  they  had  amafled  in  alt 
thofe  parts. 

The  body  under  General  Hulfen  did  as  much  fervice,  and 
it  had  a  more  aftive  employment.  The  pafs  of  Pafberg, 
ftrong  in  itfelf,  was  defended  by  a  confiderabfe  body  of 
Auftrians.  General  Hulfen  having  conducted  his  cavalry 
by  another  way,  fo  as  to  fall  directly  on  their  rear,  attacked 
them  with  his  infantry  in  front,  and  drove  them  out  of  all 
their  intrenchments ;  one  general,  fifty-one  officers,  and  no 
lefs   than   two  thoufand  private  men,  were  made  prifoners 

on  this  occafion.  The  Pruffians  loft  but  feventy 
April  22.  men  killed  and  wounded.      They  returned  into 

Saxony  with  hoftages  for  the  contributions  they 
had  exacted. 

After  this  fatiguing  expedition,  the  prince  gave  his  troops 
a  few  days  to  reft,  and  then  led  them  once  more  to  action. 
He  directed  his  march  through  the  Voigtland,  towards  the 
army  of  the  Empire;  they  entered  Franconia  by  the  way 
of  Hoff ;  they  attacked  General  Macguire,  who  command- 
ed a  body  of  Auftrians  and  Imperiaiifts.  Here  they  were 
bravely  refilled  for  the  whole  day  ;  but  the  numbers  and 
fpirit  of  the  Pruffians  prevailing,  Macguire  gladly  took 
advantage  of  the  night  to  make  a  retreat,  having  loft  about 
five  hundred  men.  A  few  ikirmifhes  more  decided  the  fate 
of  Franconia.  The  army  of  the  Empire  retreated,  as  the 
Pruffians  advanced,  and   abandoned   the  rich  bifhoprics  of 

Bamberg  and  Wurtzburg  to  contribution.  The 
May  1 6.    town  of  Bamberg  furrendered  upon  terms  ;   but 

fome  confufion  happening  before  the  capitulation 
was  compleatly  finifhed,  a  party  of  Croats  came  to  blows 
with  a  party  of  Pruffians,  who  had  by  this  time  pofleffion 
of  one  of  the  gates ;  this  was  refented  as  an  infringement  of 
the  capitulation.  A  pretence  was  given  to  plunder  the 
place  ;  it  was  given  up  to  pillage,  by  order  of  the  comman- 
ders, for  two  days,  in  a  very  unrelenting  and  licentious 
manner.  This  produced  loud  and  juft  complaints  againft 
the  Pruflians,  and  in  due  time  a  fevere  retaliation.  Prince 
Henry  had  pufhed  back  the  army  of  the  Empire,  as  far  as 
Nuremberg  ;  he  had  difabled  a  great  part  of  the  circle  of 
Franconia  from  giving  them  afliftance  ;  and  thus  far  he 
had  accomplished   the  objects  of  his  expedition.     But  as 

that 


1759*  ^be  History  of  the  War,  145 

that  part  of  the  plan,  which  Prince  Ferdinand  was  to  have 
executed,  had  failed,  it  was  impoflible  on  one  hand  to  hinder 
the  French  army  from  fuccouring  that  of  the  Empire,  or 
on  the  other,  to  prevent  a  body  of  Auftrfans  from  availing 
themfelves  of  his  abfence,  to  penetrate  into  Saxony.  In 
thefe  circumftances  any  farther  flay  in  Franconia  was  ufe- 
lefs,  and  might  be  dangerous.  His  army,  loaded  with 
booty  and  contribution,  returned  to  their  old  fituaiion.  The 
Auflrians  retired  into  Bohemia  at  their  approach. 

Appearances  were  hitherto  favourable  enough  to  the 
Pruffians ;  however  none  of  the  great  ends  propofed  by  the 
general  plan  were  fully  anfvvered.  The  Ruffians,  notwiths- 
tanding the  deftruction  of  their  magazines,  continued  their 
march  towards  Silefia.  Count  Dohna,  who  had  raifed  great 
contributions  and  levies  in  the  dutchy  of  Mecklenburg,  was 
preparing  to  oppofe  them  on  the  fide  of  Brandenburgh ; 
other  parties  under  other  commanders,  werepofted  at  thofe 
places  where  their  irruption  was  the  mod  apprehended. 
The  approach  of  this  army  brought  things  nearer  and  nearer 
to  a  crifis.  The  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  fixed  with  anxiety 
and  expectation  on  their  progrefs.  It  appeared  the  more 
formidable,  becaufe  the  progrefs  of  the  French  arms  wa? 
very  rapid  after  the  battle  of  Bergen. 

Prince  Ferdinand  finding  that  another  attack  was  not  ad- 
vifeable,  retreated  continually.  The  French  poflefled  them- 
felves of  HefTe  without  oppofition ;  they  met  as  little  in 
making  their  way  through  the  bimppric  of  Paderborn  ;  and 
whilM:  their  grand  army,  under  Marflial  de  Contades,  pufhed 
the  allies  in  that  quarter  and  on  the  fide  of  HefTe,  M. 
d'Armentieres  was  potted  by  Wefel,  to  advance. on  that  fide 
as  occafion  mould  require.  The  condition  of  the  allied 
army  was  extremely  dubious ;  whitft  the  French  increafed 
in  their  numbers  and  fpirit.  Their  new  fuccefs  gave  them 
reafon  to  hope  for  a  campaign  as  fortunate  as  tjiat  of  1  -5.7. 
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CHAP.     III. 

Expedition  to  the  Weji  Indies  under  Hop/on  and  Moore.  Ac- 
count of  Martinico.  Failure  there.  The  Caufes  of  it. 
Guadaloupe  invaded.  D  cription  of  that  if  and.  Bajfe 
Terre  attacked  and  bur  nea.  Gen.  Hopfon  dies.  Operati- 
ons againfl  Grand  Terrs.  Several  paffes  forced.  The  in- 
habitants capitulate.  Bravery  of  a  French  lady.  Mary- 
galante  taken. 

GREAT  Britain  was  not  content  with  the  efforts  which 
fhe  had  made  in  Germany  :  America,  the  interefb 
of  which  had  given  rife  to  the  war,  was  the  obje£t  which 
principally  engaged  her  attention.      This  was  indeed  the 
proper  object  of  her  natural  ftrength,  and  by  her  fuccefs  in 
this  quarter,  me  rnoft  effectually  laid  the  axe  to  the  root  of 
the  enemy's  naval  power,  and  cut  away  one  great  part  of 
the  refources  which  fed  the  war.     A  fquadron  of 
Nov.     nine  mips  of  the  line,  with  fixty  tranfports,  con- 
1758.    taining  fix  regiments  of  foot,  in  the  end  of  the 
laft  year,  failed  for  the  Weft  Indies,   in  order  to 
attack  and  reduce  the  French  Caribbee  iflands.      General 
Hopfon  commanded  the  land  forces ;    the  fleet  in  the  ex- 
pedition was  to  be  under  the  orders  of  Commodore  Moore, 
then  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Their  firft  objecl:  was  Martinico,  the  firft  in  reputation 
of  the  French  Caribbees,  the  feat  of  government,  the  centre 
of  all  the  trade  which  France  carries  on  with  thofe  iflands ; 
ftrong  both  by  nature  and  art.  This  ifland  lies  in  the  15th 
degree  N.  lat.  The  more  is  on  every  fide  indented  with 
very  deep  bays,  which  they  call  Cul  de  Sacs,  and  the  fands, 
only  difcoverable  at  low  water,  form  in  many  places  a  hid- 
den, and  almoft  infurmountable  barrier.  A  lofty  ridge  of 
almoft  impaffable  mountains,  runs  north  weft  and  fouth  eaft 
quite  through  the  ifland  ;  all  the  fpace  on  both  fides  is  inter- 
fered at  inconfiderable  diftr.rxes  with  deep  gullies,  through 
which  the  water  pours  down  in  the  rainy  feafons,  with 
great  impetuofity  In  other  refpe&s,  the  ifland  is  pleafant 
and  fruitful ;  will  watered,  and  well  cultivated,  abounding 
with  plantations  and  villages  all  along  the  fea  coaft.  The 
two  principal  places  are  St.  Pierre,  and  Port  Royal ;   both 
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towns  confiderable  in  this  part  of  the  world,  for  their  mag- 
nitude, trade  and  ilrength. 

By  this  fhort  defcription  may  be  difcerned,  how  defirabHe 
fuch  a  conquefl  was,  and  the  difficulties  which  naturally 
oppofed  themfelves  to  it.  They  were  the  greater,  becaufe. 
at  this  time  there  was  in  the  ifland  a  confiderable  number 
of  regular  troops.  They  have  at  all  times  a  numerous  and 
well  armed  militia,  not  contemptible  for  their  difcipline, 
and  well  fuited  to  the  fervice  of  the  country ;  add  to  this, 
that  they  can  bring  into  the  field  a  large  body  of  negroes, 
habituated  to  arms,  and  in  general  well  affected  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  their  maflers. 

The  Englifh  forces  landed  without  oppofition,  on  the 
weft  fide  of  Port  Royal  harbour,  after  the  men 
of  war  had  driven  the  enemy  from  their  bat-  Jan.  6. 
teries  and  entrenchments.  But  on  their  landing, 
they  found  that  the  nature  of  the  country  proved  a  greater 
obfiruction  to  their  progrefs,  than  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy. 
Thefe  profound  gullies,  inclofed  by  fteep,  and  almoft  per- 
pendicular precipices,  proved  an  unfurmountable  obftacle  to 
the  regular  march  of  the  troops,  or  the  conveyance  of 
cannon.  The  enemy  had  broke  up  the  roads  ;  and  five 
miles  of  fuch  roads,  and  through  fuch  an  impracticable 
country,  were  to  be  pafled  before  Port  Royal  could  be  at- 
tacked by  land.  The  commander,  therefore,  of  the  forces, 
judged  the  difficulties  on  the  land-fide  infurmountable  ;  the 
naval  commander  held  it  impoflible  to  put  the  cannon 
afhore  nearer  to  the  fort.  Some  jealoufy  feems  to  have 
arifen.  The  refult  of  the  whole  was,  that  the  forces 
were  reimbarked  on  the  day  of  their  landing. 

Very  little  was  done  at  Port  Royal ;  but  it  was  hoped, 
that  mere  would  be  done  at  St.  Pierre.     They  accordingly 
fet  fail  for  that  place  ;  but  when  they  had  arrived 
before   it,  and  examined  the  coaft,   new  difficul-       19. 
ties   arofe,    which  produced  a  new  deliberation. 
They  determined    that    the    fort    could  not  be  reduced, 
without  fuch  detriment  to  the  troops  and  the   fhipping, 
that  they  could  afterwards  make  little  ufe  of  their  fuccefs"; 
and  in  this  they  had  Mobably  good  reafon.     The  conduct 
of  the    officers  afterwards   plainly  demonflrated,   that  no 
mean  views    had   any  influence    on  their  councils ;   they 
agreed    to    abandon    their    enterprize  againft   Martinico. 
But  having  been  foiled ;in  this  their  firft  attempt,   they 
T  2  reiolved 
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refolved  not  to  return  with  the  difgrace  of  having  done 
nothing  worthy  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  armament,  and  the 
expectation  of  their  country.  They  confidered,  that  the 
iiland  of  Guadaloupe  was  an  object,  though  not  of  fuch  an 
eclat,  of  full  as  much  real  confequence  as  Martinico  ;  and 
they  knew,  that  it  was  neither  fo  flrong  in  troops  or  forti- 
fications. Their  firft  failure  might  lead  to  an  advantage,  as 
confiderable  as  that  which  they  had  miffed.  In  purfuance 
of  thefe  refolutions,  they  fet  fail  for  Guadaloupe. 

The   ifland   is   called   Guadaloupe,   from  a  refemblance 
which   it   bears  to  a  chain  of  mountains  of  the  fame  name 
in   Old  Spain,     To   fpeak  with  exactnefs,   Guadaloupe  is 
rather   tp   be  confidered  as  two  iflands,   divided  from  each 
other  by  a  fmall  arm  of  the  fea,  or  falt-water  river,  not 
above  three  hundred  feet  over  where  it  is  wideft.     One  of 
thefe  iflands  is   called   the  Grand  Terre  ;  the  other  more 
particularly  and   by  diftinction,  Guadaloupe  ;  they  are  to- 
gether in  a  circle  about  ninety  leagues.     The  firfl  is  nearly 
deftitute  of  frefh  water,  and  not  perfectly  cultivated  ;  but 
it  is  otherwife  with  Guadaloupe.     No  part  of    the   world 
is  furnifhed   with   more  or  better.      No    lefs    than    fifty 
rivers,  in  that  fmall  circuit,  throw  themfelves  into  the  fea  ; 
many  navigable  by  boats,  for  two,  fome  even   for  three 
leagues  into  the  country.      Not  to  mention  the  numberlefs 
iprings  which  rife  among  the  rocks,   and,  after  a  thoufand 
beautiful  meanders,   loie  themfelves  in  the  larger  dreams. 
The  firft  accounts  which  we  have  of  that  country,  arelavifh 
in  the  defcription  of  its  beauties ;  and  the  lateft  agree  with 
them,  that  no  part  of  the  Weft  Indies,   perhaps  of  the 
world,  affords  more  agreeable  and  romantic  fcenes.     It  is 
full  of  high  mountains ;   one  of  which  towers  far  above  the 
reft,  and  is  a  volcano,  continually  emitting  fmoke  and  fire. 
From   hence  they  have  confiderable  quantities  of  fulphur. 
They  have  alfo  hot  baths,  fit  for  all  the  medicinal  purpofes 
in  which  fuch  waters  are  ufed.     The  land  in  the  valleys  is 
extremely  fertile ;   it  produces   the  ufual  Weft  India  com- 
modities,  fugar,  indigo,  coffee,   cotton,   and  ginger  :    the 
mountains  abound  with  game  :    fo  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  ifland  wanting,  for  the  convenience  and  delight  of  life, 
in-  an  air  more  temperate  and  falubnous  than  is  commonly 
breathed  between  the  topics. 

The  French  began  to  plant  colonies  in  this  ifland  as  early 
3s  the  year  1632.     But  tor  a  long  time  this,  together  with 

all 
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all  their  other  colonies,  continued  in  a  languishing  condi- 
tion. It  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  that 
they  began  to  emerge.  After  the  peace  of  Utrecht  had 
given  France  time  to  breathe,  fhe  turned  her  attention 
ftrongly  to  thefe  iflands ;  Guadaloupe  partook  however  lefs 
of  this  care  than  Martinico,  and  yet,  by  its  natural  advan- 
tages, it  does  not  fall  fhort  of  that  ifland,  neither  in  the 
quantity,  or  the  goodnefs  of  its  produce  ;  if  it  does  not 
greatly  exceed  it  in  both  ;  as  it  certainly  does  in  its  capacity 
to  receive  all  forts  of  improvement.  The  importance  of 
this  ifland,  until  its  late  conqueft,  was  very  little  known  in 
England.  The  reafon  was  this.  By  an  old  regulation,  the 
people  of  Guadaloupe  were  forbid  to  trade  directly  with 
Europe,  but  were  obliged  to  fend  all  their  produce  to 
Martinico,  from  whence  they  had  all  their  European 
commodities.  A  ftrange  regulation,  to  be  continued  in 
an  age  fo  enlightened  as  this,  by  a  nation  fo  enlightened 
as  France. 

The  Englifh  made  attempts  upon  this  ifland  in  1691,  and 
1  703  ;  but  they  were  neither  powerful  enough,  nor  con*- 
dueled  with  fufficient  ability  to  produce  any  permanent  ef- 
fect ;  the  troops  wafted  the  country,  and  retired  with  their 
booty.  But  on  the  occafion,  of  which  we  are  going  to 
fpeak,  they  were  more  able,  ftrong,  and  fortunate. 

On  the  23d  of  January  the  fleet  came  before  the  town 
of  BafTe  Terre,  the  capital  of  the  ifland,  a  place  of  ccmfi- 
derable  extent,  large  trade,  and  defended  by  a  ftrong  for- 
trefs.  This  forirefs,  in  the  opinion  of  the  chief  engineer, 
was  not  to  be  reduced  by  the  fhipping.  But  Commodore 
Moore,  notvvithftanding  this  opinion,  brought  four  men  of 
war  to  bear  upon  the  citadel ;  the  reft  were  difpofed  again/! 
the  town,  and  the  batteries  which -obftrucled  the  landing. 
About  nine  in  the  morning  a  fire  from  all  fid.s  began, 
which  continued  with  the  utmoft  fury  until  night,  when 
the  citadel,  and  all  the  batteries,  were  effectually  filenced. 
During  this  cannonade  the  bombs,  that  were  continually 
fhowered  upon  the  town,  fet  it  on  fire  in  feveral  places.  It 
burned  without  interruption  the  whole  of  this  and  the  fol- 
lowing day ;  when  it  was  almoft  totally  reduced  to  allies. 
The  iofs  was  prodigious  from  the  number  of  varehonifes  in 
the  town,  full  of  rich,  but  combuftible  materials.  Nothing 
could  be  more  ftriking,   than  the  horror  of  the  fpe&acle, 
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from  the  mutual  and  unremitted  fire  of  fo  many  great  mips 
and  batteries,  heightened  with  a  long  line  of  flames,  which 
extended  aHong  the  fhore,  and  formed  the  back  ground  of 
this  terrible  picture. 

In  this  lively  engagement,  our  lofs  was  very  inconsidera- 
ble. The  next  day  the  forces  landed  without 
Jan.  24.  oppofition,  and  took  pofTemon  of  the  town  and 
citadel.  Notwithstanding  this  fuccefs,  the  ifland 
was  far  from  being  reduced.  The  country  is  rugged  and 
mountainous,  and  abounded  with  pafles  and  defiles,  of  a 
difHcult  and  dangerous  nature.  The  inhabitants  had  retired 
with  their  armed  negroes  into  the  mountains  ;  and  all 
feemed  prepared  to  defend  their  poflemons  bravely,  and  to 
the  laft  extremities. 

General  Hopfon  died  on  the  27th  of  February,  and  Ge- 
neral Barrington  Succeeded  him.  He  embarked  part  of  his 
forces  for  the  Grand  Terre,  where  Colonel  Crump  attack- 
ed and  reduced  the  towns  of  St.  Anne,  and  St.  Francois ; 
whilfl  this  attack  diverted  the  enemy's  attention,  the  Gene- 
5al  fell  upon  the  ftrong  poll:  of  Gofier,  and  pofleffed  him- 
felf  of  it  ;  and  thus  the  Grand  Terre  was  in  a  manner  re- 
duced, and  difabled  from  fending  any  relief  to  the  other 
part. 

There  is  a  confiderable  mountain,  not  far  from  the  town 
of  BafTe  Terre,  called  Dos  d'Afne,  or  the  Afle's  Back ;  thi- 
ther a  great  part  of  the  enemy  had  retired.  It  is  a  poll:  of 
great  ftrength,  and  great  importance,  as  it  keeps  a  watch 
upon  the  town,  and  at  the  fame  time  forms  the  only  com- 
munication there  is  between  that  town,  and  the  Capes 
Terre,  the  plaineft,  pleafanteft,  and  mod:  fruitful  part  of 
the  whole  ifland.  It  was  not  judged  practicable  to  break 
into  it  by  this  way ;  apd  all  the  reft  of  Guadaloupe  was  in 
the  enemy's  pofTerTion.  Therefore  a  plan  was  formed  for 
another  operation,  by  which  it  was  propofed  to  furprize 
Petit  Bourg,  Goyave,  and  St.  Mary's,  and  by  that  way  to 
march  into  Capes  Terre,  which  might  be  eafiiy  reduced. 
But  this  defign  failing,  it  was  neceiTary  to  attempt  thofe 
places  by  main  force.  Col.  Clavering  and  Col  Crump 
landed  near  Arnonville,  and  attacked  the  enemy,  ftrongly 
intrenched  at  a  poft,  ftrong  by  nature,  called  Le  Corne. 
This  was  forced  ;  another  intrenchment  at  Petit  Bourg  had 
the  fame  fate  ;  a  third  near  St.  Mary's  yielded  in  the  fame 
manner.     An  opening  being  at  laft  made  into  the  Capes 
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Terre,  the  inhabitants  faw,  that  the  bell  part  of  the  coun- 
try was  on  the  point  of  being  given  up  to  fire  and  fvvord  ; 
they  came  in  and  capitulated  ;  their  poiTefTions, 
and  their  civil  and  religious  liberties  were  granted     May  1. 
to  them. 

Three  fmall  inlands,  near  Guadaloupe,  Defeada, 
Santos  and  Petite  Terre,  furrendered  a  few  days      19th. 
after,  and  on  the  fame  terms. 

This  capitulation  was  hardly  figned,  when  the  French 
fquadron  under  M.  Bompart  appeared  before  the  ifland, 
and  landed  at  St.  Anne's,  in  the  Grand  Terre,  the  Gene- 
ral of  the  French  Caribbees,  with  fix  hundred  regular 
troops,  two  thoufand  buccaneers,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
arms  and  ammunition.  The  capitulation  was/nade  at  the 
moft  critical  time ;  for  had  this  reinforcement  arrived  but 
a  day  fooner,  the  whole  expedition  had  probably  been 
loft. 

Thus  came  into  the  poiTeiTion  of  Great  Britain,  this 
valuable  ifland,  after  a  campaign  of  near  three  months,  in 
which  the  Englifh  troops  behaved  with  a  firmnefs,  cou- 
rage and  perfeverance,  that  ought  never  to  be  forgotten. 
Intolerable  heat,  continual  fatigue,  the  air  of  an  unaccuf- 
tomed  climate,  a  country  full  of  lofty  mountains  and  ileep 
precipices,  pofts  ftrong  by  nature  and  by  art,  defended  by 
men  who  iought  for  every  thing  that  was  dear  to  them; 
all  thefe  difficulties  only  increafed  the  ardour  of  our  forces, 
who  thought  nothing  impoffible  under  commanders,  who 
were  not  more  diftinguifhed  for  their  intrepidity  and  {kill, 
than  their  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  their  country,  and  the 
perfect  harmony  and  good  understanding  that  fubfifted  be- 
tween them.  There  is  nothing  perhaps  fo  neceffary  to  in- 
fpire  confidence  into  the  foldier,  as  to  obferve  that  the  of- 
ficers have  a  perfect  confidence  in  one  anotherf^y. 

It 


(a)  The  Hon.  Ge  .  BarringtonV  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Pitt,  par  .cularifing  his  proceedings  at  Guadaloupe,  Mav 
9>  1759 

IN  my  kit  letter  of  the  6th  of  March,  I  had  the  honour  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  the  troops  under  my  command  at  Guadaloupe, 
(except  the  garrifon  of  Fart  Royal)  were   all  embarked,  with 

their 
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It  muft  not  be  omitted,  that  many  of  the  inhabitants 
exerted  themfelves  very  gallantly  in  the  defence  of  their 
country.     A  woman,  a  considerable  planter  in   the  illand, 

parti- 


their  baggage,  &c.  without  the  lofs  of  a  man.  The  fleet  failed 
the  next  morning  for  Fort  Louis,  but  from  the  very  great  difficul- 
ty of  turning  to  windward,  were  not  able  to  reach  it  till  the  1  ith, 
at  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  all  the  fhips  of  war,  but  only  25  of 
the  tranfports,  came  to  an  anchor  ;  the  others  were  either  driven 
much  to  leeward,-  or  prevented  by  the  winds  and  ftrong  currents 
from  weathering  the  p6int  of  Saint es. 

I  went  on  more  at  Fort  Louis  that  evening  to  fee  the  Fort,  and 
the  works  carrying  on  by  the  detachment  that  had  already  been 
fertt  thither  from  BaJJeterre. 

On  the  1 2th,  I  went  in  a  boat  to  reconnoitre  the  two  coafts  of 
this  Bay,  as well  the  XZrand  Terre  fide,  as  that  of  GuaJatoupe,  to 
find  a  proper  place  for  making  a  defcent  ;  but  Commodore  Moore 
having  acquainted  me  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived certain  intelligence  of  a  French  fquadron  of  fhips  of  war, 
confiding  of  nine  fail  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  being  feen  to 
the  northward  of  Barbadoes,  and  that  it  was  therefore  neceiTary 
for  him  to  quit  this  place,  with  all  the  fhips  of  war  under  his  com- 
mand, and  go  into  Prince  Rupert's  Bay,  in  the  ifland  of  Dominicoy 
as  a  fituation  more  advantageous  for  the  protection  ofBaJfeterre, 
and  this  place,  as  well  a?  the  Englijh  iflands;  I  thought  itadvife- 
able  the  next  day  to  call  together  the  General  Officers  to  confider 
what,  in  our  prefent  tituation,  was  belt  to  be  done,  and  it  was 
determined,  notwithstanding  the  divided  Hate  of  the  troops  by 
the  feparation  of  the  tranfports,  the  weak  frare  of  Fort  Louis, 
and  the  impoflibility  of  iupplying  it  with  water  but  from  the  fhips, 
and  the  many  difficulties  which  then  appeared,  that  it  would  be 
mofb  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  and  the  honour  of  his  arms,  to  do 
the  utmofl  to  keep  poiTeilion  of' the  Fort,  and  to  wait  fome  further 
intelligence  of  the  motions  of  the  enemy. 

Commodore  Moore  failed  the  next  morning  for  Prince  Rupert's 
Bay,,  with  all  the  fhips  of  war,  except  the  Roebuck  of  40  guns, 
which  lie  left,  as  fome  protection  to  the  tranfports. 

From  this  time  to  the  1  7 rfi ,  I  continued  to  direct  works  to  be 
made,  for  the  fecurky  of  the  camp,  and  for  the  finilhing,  as  well 
as  flrengthening  the  lines,  when,  the  chief  engineer,  who  v/as  on 
board  one  of  the  tranfports  th-at  could  not  before  get  up,  being 
arrived,  and  having  made  to  me  a  report  of  the  weaknefs  of  the 
Fort,  ]  thought  it  neceflary  to  call  a  council  of  war  to  confider 
the  (late  thereof  j  and  it  being  debated  whether  the  Fort  might 

not 
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particularly  diftinguifhed  herfelf ;  fhe  was  called  Madam 
Ducbarmey  :  this  amazon  put  herfelf  at  the  head  of  her  fer- 
vants  and  flaves,  and  acquitted  herfelf  in  a  manner  not  in- 
ferior to  the  braveft  men. 

Soon 


not  be  made  tenable,  and  kept  as  a  garrifon  for  his  Majefty's  fer- 
vice,  on  a  more  circumfcribed  plan,  though  it  appeared  impofri- 
ble  to  keep  it  in  the  prefent  extent  of  out-pofts;  it  was  determin- 
ed, after  much  confederation,  that  from  its  weaknefs  and  bad  con- 
ftrudtion,  its  being  commanded  by  feveral  heights  very  contiguous 
to  it,  as  well  as  the  great  difficulty  (I  may  indeed  fay  the  impoiii- 
biiity)  of  procuring  for  the  prefent,  and  eftablilhing  a  contiant 
fupply  of  water,  and  other  more  neceffary  things  for  the  fupport 
and  defence  of  a  garrifon  in  this  part  of  the  world,  not  to  be  tena- 
ble. However,  Sir,  I  was,  determined  to  hold  it,  until  fome 
future  event  might  convince  me  what  was  belt  to  be  done  for  his 
Majefty's  fervic«. 

I  reflected  on  the  ftate  of  the  army  under  my  command,  and  of 
the  little  probability  there  was  of  fucceeding  in  any  attempt  of 
reducing  the  country  by  the  troops  I  had,  without  the  afftitance 
of  the  ihips  of  war  to  cover  them  in  landing.  But  however  I  de- 
termined to  make  a  defcent  on  the  coaft  of  Grand  Terre  ;  and  for 
that  purpofe  I  ordered  Col.  Crump,  with  a  detachment  confifting 
of  600  men,  to  go  in  fome  of  the  tranfports  that  carried  mod 
guns,  and  endeavour  to  land  between  the  towns  of  St.  Anne  and 
St.  Francois,  and  deftroy  the  batteries  and  cannon,  which  was 
happily  executed  with  very  little  lofs. 

As  I  imagined  by  my  fending  Col.  Crump  to  attack  the  towns  of 
St.  Anne  and  St.  Francois,  the  enemy  would  be  obliged  to  detach 
fome  of  their  troops  from  the  pod  of  Gofer,  I  ordered,  two  days 
after  he  failed,  the  only  300  men  I  had  left  to  be  put  on  board 
tranfports,  and  lye  off  that  town  -,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  29th, 
I  went  to  reconnoitre  the  battery  and  intrenchments,  and  per- 
ceiving that  the  enemy  appeared  lefs  numerous  than  for  fome  t: 
before,  I  made  a  difpofition  for  forcing  them  by  two  different  it 
tacks.     This  was  executed  the  next  morning  at  fun-rifing,  wil 
great  fpirit  and  refolution  by  the  troops  ;  and  notwithftancinj 
fire  of  the  enemy  from  their  intrenchinents  and  battery,  bo  h  \ 
foon  carried  with  little  lofs,  and  the  enemy  drove  into  the  w< 
The  troops  immediately  deftroyed  the  cannon  and  battery, 
the  town. 

This  being  happily  effe&ed,  I  ordered  the  detachment 
its  way  to  Fort  Louis  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fen.  orde; 
U  v 
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Soon  after  the  reduction  of  Guadaloupe,  the 
ifland   of    Marigalante    furrendered    itfelf    upon   May  26. 
terms  fimilar  to  thofe  which  were  granted  to  the 

former 


o-arrifon  to  make  two  Tallies,  one  to  the  right,  in  order  to  put  the 
enemy  between  two  fires,  and  the  other  to  attack  their  lines,  as  I 
knew  that  which  I  had  juft  made  would  oblige  them  to  fend  troops 
to  oppofe  our  pafTage  on  that  fide.  The  firft  was  made,  but  the 
latter,  by  fome  miftake,  was  not  executed  j  which,  had  it  been 
done,  we  mufl  have  inevitably  been  in  pofTellion  of  their  lines. 
The  detachment  from  Gofier  forced  their  pafTage  with  fome  lofs, 
notwithstanding  a  very  ftrong  pafs  that  the  enemy  were  poffeiTed 
of,  and  took  poiTeflion  of  a  battery  of  three  24-pounders,  which 
would,  the  next  day,  have  played  upon  our  camp. 

Governor  Dejbrifay,  whom  I  had  left  at  Fort  Royal  in  Bajfeter- 
re,  having  been  killed  by  the  blowing  up  of  fome  cartridges  that 
took  fire  from  the  wadding  of  a  24-pounder  that  was  difcharged 
from  the  upper  baftion  of  Fort  Royal,  at  a  body  of  the  enemy, 
on  the  23d  of  March,  I  appointed  Major  Melvill,  who  command- 
ed the  detachment  of  the  38  th  regiment  from  the  Leeward  IJlands^ 
to  be  governor  in  his  room.  Major  Trollone,  a  lieut.  of  the  63d 
regiment,  and  two  private  men,  were  likewife  killed  by  this  acci- 
dent ;  and  a  capt.  another  lieut.  and  3  men  wounded  :  And  the 
parapet  of  that  baftion  levelled  with  the  ground  by  the  explo- 
fion. 

At  the  fame  time  that  I  was  acquainted  with  this  accident,  I 
was  told,  that  the  enemy  had  ere&ed  a  bomb-battery,  and  thrown 
feveral  {hells  into  the  fort ;  and  that  they  had,  for  fome  time 
paft,  been  working,  as  the  garrifon  fufpefted,  upon  another  bat- 
tery ;  I  therefore  ordered  Govenor  Melvill  to  caufe  a  fortie. 
(Tally)  to  be  made  from  the  garrifon  in  order  to  deftroy  it.  Ac- 
cordingly a  detachment  of  300  men  failied  out  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Blomer,  on  the  1  ft  of  April,  and  without  much 
difficulty  forced  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  and  got  into  the  work, 
which  proved  to  be  a  battery  of  one  18-pounder,  and  one  12, 
nearly  compleated.  Our  people  fpiked  the  guns,  and  returned  to 
the  garrifon  with  the  lofs  of  only  fix  men  killed,  and  fix  wound- 
ed. 

As  I  thought  the  fort,  by  this  accident,  might  want  the  am* fi- 
ance of  the  chief  engineer,  I  fent  him  thither  immediately,  as  well 
as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  artillery,  that  no  time  might  be 
loft  in  putting  it  again  in  a  proper  ftate  of  defence. 

The  remaining  part  of  the  tranfports,  with  the  troops,  being 

now 
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former  ifland.     This  is  a  fmall  place^  but  the  conqueft  is  of 
confequence,  as  the  French  by  this  are  left  no  footing  in  the 
Leeward  iflands :  Martinico  is  one  of  thofe  to  the  wind- 
ward. 


now  arrived  ;  nine  having  come  on  the  23d  of  March,  and  the 
others  by  one  or  two  in  a  day  ;  as  I  had  long  intended,  fo  foon 
as  it  was  in  my  power  to  make  an  attack  on  the  Guadaloupe  fide, 
as  the  enemy  had  there  fome  pofts  of  infinite  confequence,  I  form- 
ed, upon  the  information  of  fome  Negroes,-  who  promifed  to  con- 
duct the  troops  in  flat-bottom  boats  by  night,  a  defign  of  furpriz- 
ing  Petit  Bourg,  Guoyave,  and  St.  Marie's,  at  the  fame  time. 
The  firft  was  to  be  effected  by  Brig.  Crump,  who,  the  moment  he 
had  made  himfelf  matter  of  it,  was  to  march  to  bay  Mahaut,  and 
deftroy  the  batteries  there,  as  well  as  a  large  magazine  of  provifi- 
ons  that  the  enemy  had  collected  from  the  Dutch,  and  to  hinder 
any  more  arriving:  The  latter,  under  Brig  Cla<vering,  after  he 
had  furprifed  St.  Marie's  and  Guoyave,  was  to  march  into  the 
Capejlerre,  and  reduce  that  fine  country.  The  fuccefs  of  this  ap- 
peared not  only  to  me,  but  to  the  gentlemen  who  were  to  exe- 
cute it,  almoft  infallible  :  But  the  night  proved  (b  bad,  and  the 
Negroe  conductors  were  fo  frightened,  that  they  run  feveral  of 
the  boats  on  the  flioals,  of  which  that  coaft  is  full ;  fo  that  tho' 
Brig.  Clwvering  did  land  with  about  80  men,  yet  the  place  was 
fo  full  of  mangroves,  and  fo  deed  in  mud,  that  he  was  obliged  ta 
return,  but  not  without  the  enemy's  difcovering  our  defign. 

This  obliged  me  to  attempt  by  force,  what  could  not  be  effect- 
ed upon  a  fafer  plan  :  But  as  I  then  was  laid  up  in  a  moil  fevere  fit 
of  the  gout  in  my  feet,  head,  and  ftomach,  I  fent  Brigadiers 
Clavering  and  Crump  to  reconnoitre  the  coaft  near  Am&uille  ; 
and  upon  their  report,  I  ordered  1300  regulars,  and  150  of  the 
Antigua  volunteers,  to  land  under  the  protection  of  the  Wool- 
wich man  of  war  :  What  happened  afterwards,  you  will  fee  by 
the  following  letter  which  I  received  at  Petit  Bourg  from  Brig. 
Clavering,    on  the  25  th  of  April. 

At  M.  Poyerfs,  Capejlerre,  Guadaloupe,  April  24,   1 759. 
S     I     R, 

ON  Thurfday  the  12th  of  April,    at  day-break,  I  landed  with 
the  troops  which  you  put  under  my  orders,  confiding  or" 
130  men,  exclufive  of  the  Antigua  volunteers,   at  a  Bay  not  far 
diftant  from  AmoviHe.     The  enemy  made  no  opDofition  to  our 
U  2 
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ward.  Thefe  beginnings  were  happy  omens  of  the  fuccefs 
of  the  more  important  undertaking,  which  was  to  be  carried 
on  in  another  part  of  America.     The  reputation  of  our 

_~  arms 


landing,  but  retired,  as  our  troops  advanced,  to  very  ftrong  in- 
trenchments  behind  the  river  Le  Corn.  This  poll:  was  to  them  of 
the  greater!  importance,  as  it  covered  the  whole  country  to  the  bay 
Mabaut,  where  the  provifions  and  fupplies  of  all  forts  were  land- 
ed from  St.  Euftatia,  and  therefore  they  had  very  early  taken  poi- 
feflion  of  it,  and  had  fpared  no  pains  to  ftrengthen  it,  though 
the  fituation  was  fuch  as  required  very  little  affiftance  from  art. 
The  river  was  only  acceliible  at  two  narrow  pafTes,  on  account 
of  a  morafs  covered  with  mangroves,  and  thofe  places  they  had 
occupied  with  a  redoubt  and  well  pallifaded  intrenchments,  de- 
fended with  cannon,  and  all  the  militia  of  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try. We  could  only  approach  them  in  a  very  contracted  front, 
which  was  at  leaft  reduced  to  the  breadth  of  the  roads,  interfer- 
ed with  deep  and  wide  ditches.  Our  artillery,  which  confifted  of 
four  field  pieces  and  two  hawbitzers,  were  ordered  to  keep  a  con- 
ftant  fire  on  the  top  of  the  intrenchments,  to  cover  the  attack 
made  by  Duroureh  regiment  and  the  Highlanders,  who,  on  this 
occafion,  behaved  with  the  greateft  coolnefs  and  refolution,  keep- 
ing up,  as  they  advanced,  a  regular  platoon  firing.  This  behavi- 
our fo  intimidated  the  enemy,  that  they  abandoned  the  firft  in- 
trenchment  on  the  left,  into  which  the  Highlanders  threw  them- 
felves,  fword  in  hand,  and  purfued  the  enemy,  with  part  of  Du- 
rdure's  regiment,    into  the  redoubt. 

The  enemy  ftill  kept  their  ground  at  their  intrenchments  on  the 
right,  from  whence  they  annoyed  our  people  very  much,  both 
with  mufquetry  and  cannon  ;  and  though  thofe  who  had  carried 
the  firft  intrenchments  had  got  into  their  rear,  yet,  till  a  bridge 
could  be  made  to  pafs  the  river,  they  could  not  get  round  to  at- 
tack this  poft.  This  took  us  up  near  half  an  hour  ;  but  however 
we  got  up  time  enough  to  take  near  70  of  the  enemy  prifo- 
ners,  as  they  were  endeavouring  to  make  their  efcape,  amongft 
whom  were  fome  of  the  moft  confiderable  inhabitants  of  the 
ifland. 

We  found  in  both  the  intrenchments  fix  pieces  of  cannon.  Our 
lofs  was  one  officer  and  13  men  killed,  and  two  officers  and  52 
men  wounded 

So  foon  as  the  ditches  could  be  filled  up  for  the  pafTage  of  the 
artillery,  we  proceeded  on  our  march  towards  Petit  Bourg.  A 
confiderable  number  of  the  enemy   had    lined  an  intrenchment 

about 
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arms  there,  except  in  the  reduction  of  Louifbourg,  had 
hitherto  not  been  very  great.  But  other  commanders  were 
now  appointed,  and  other  maxims  prevailed.     However, 

we 


about  half  a  mile  on  the  left  of  the  road,  but  when  they  perceived 
we  were  endeavouring  to  furround  them,  they  abandoned  it, 
keeping  always  about  200  yards  in  our  front,  fetring  fire  to  the 
fugar-canes,  which  obliged  us  more  than  once  to  leave  the  road, 
to  avoid  any  accident  to  our  powder. 

The  troops  arrived  late  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Lezard,  be- 
hind which,  at  the  only  ford,  the  enemy  had  thrown  up  very 
ftrong  intrenchments,  protected  with  four  pieces  of  cannon  on  the 
hill  behind  them. 

Having  reconnoitred  the  fide  of  the  river,  and  finding  it  might 
cofr  us  very  dear  to  force  the  paffage  at  the  ford,  I  therefore  kept 
up  their  attention  all  the  night  by  firing  into  their  lines,  during 
which  time  I  got  two  Canoes  conveyed  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
down  the  river,  where  being  launched,  we  ferryed  over,  before 
break  of  day  in  the  morning,  a  fufficient  number  of  men  to  at- 
tack them  in  flank,  whilft  we  ihould  do  the  fame  in  front :  Th£ 
enemy  fl»on  perceived  their  danger,  and  left  their  intrenchments 
with  the  greateft  precipitation. 

Thus  we  parTed  without  the  lofs  of  a  man,  flill  purfuing  them 
to  Petit  Bourg,  which  place  they  had  fortified  with  lines,  and  a 
redoubt  filled  with  cannon. 

We  found  Capt.  U-vedale  there,  in  the  Granada  bomb,  throw- 
ing fhells  into  the  Fort.  The  enemy  did  not  remain  in  it  long, 
when  they  faw  our  intention  of  occupying  the  heights  round  them, 
but  left  us  mafters  of  that,  and  the  Port,  with  all  the  cannon 
round  the  place. 

We  halted  here  the  14th,  to  get  provifions  for  the  troops. 

On  the  15th,  at  day  break,  Brig.  Crump  was  detached  with 
700  men  to  the  bay  Mahaut,  and  at  the  fame  time  Capt.  Steel 
with  100  to  Guoyave,  about  7  miles  in  our  front,  to  detrrov  a 
battery  there.  The  panick  of  the  enemy  was  fuch,  that  they 
only  difcharged  their  cannon  at  him,  and  abandoned  a  pod  that 
might  have  been  defended  againft  an  army.  He  nailed  up  7  pie- 
ces of  cannon,  and  returned  the  fame  evening  to  Petit  Bout-jr. 
Brig.  Crump  returned  likewife  the  next  day  with  his  detachment 
from  the  bay  Makaut,  where  he  found  the  town  and  batteries 
abandoned.  Thefe  he  burnt,  with  an  immenfe  quantity  of  provi- 
fions, that  had  been  landed  there  by  the  Dutch,  and  reduced  the 
whole  country,  as  far  as  Petit  Bourg. 

The 
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we  poilpone  the  narrative  of  thefe  very  interefting  events, 
to  confider  thofe  which  intervened  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, in  which   too   we  are  to  fee  our  arms  no  lefs  diftin- 

guifhed  ; 


The  heavy  rains  on  the  fucceeding  days  had  fo  fwelled  the  ri- 
vers, that  it  was  impoffible  for  the  troops  to  advance;  however, 
this  delay  gave  us  an  opportunity  of  ftrengthening  the  poft  at  Petit 
Bourg. 

On  the  1 8th  in  the  evening,  the  Antigua  volunteers  took  pofTef- 
fion  again  ofGuuyave  ;  they  were  fupported  early  the  next  morn- 
ing by  a  detachment  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Barlow,  who  had 
orders  to  repair  the  road  for  the  paiTage  of  the  cannon. 

On  the  20th,  after  leaving  250  men  to  guard  Petit  Bourg,  the 
remaining  part  of  the  detachment,  with  the  cannon,  moved  on  to 
Guoyahe,  in  order  to  proceed  afterwards  to  St.  Marie's,  where 
we  were  informed  the  enemy  were  collecting  their  whole  force  to 
oppofe  us,  and  had  likewife  thrown  up  intrenchments,  and  made 
barricadoes  on  the  road  to  prevent  our  approach  to  it.  We  were 
not  long  before  we  perceived  them  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  we 
found,  as  well  by  our  own  obfervation,  as  by  the  information  of 
the  guides,  that  it  was  not  impoffible  to  get  into  their  rear  by 
roads  the  enemy  thought  im practicable,  and  confequently  had 
guarded  with  very  little  care. 

A  detachment  was  immediately  formed  under  Col.  Barlow,  for 
this  fervice,  and  orders  were  fent  to  haften  the  march  of  the  ar- 
tillery, which,  from  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  had  not  been  able 
to  get  up.  The  firfl  ihot  from  our  cannon,  placed  very  near  their 
intrenchment,  with  the  alarm  that  was  given  by  our  detachment 
in  the  rear,  made  the  enemy  very  foon  fenfible  of  the  dangerous 
fituation  they  were  in,  and  indeed  their  precipitate  flight  only  fa- 
ved  them  from  being  all  taken  prifoners. 

We  purfued  them  as  far  as  the  heights  of  St.  Marie's,  where 
we  again  formed  our  men,  for  a  frefh  attack  on  the  lines  and  bat- 
teries there. 

Whilft  the  barricadoes  were  levelling  for  the  artillery,  we  at- 
tempted a  fecond  time  to  pafs  the  woods  and  precipices  that  co- 
vered the  flanks  of  the  enemy's  lines  ;  but,  before  we  could  get  up 
our  cannon,  they  perceived  our  movement,  andbegan  to  quit  their 
lines  to  oppofe  it,  which  made  us  refolve,  without  any  further 
delay,  to  attack  them  immediately  in  front  ;  and  it  was  accord- 
ingly executed  with  the  greatefl  vivacity,  notwithstanding  the  con- 
ftant  firing  of  both  their  cannon  and  mufquetry.  They  abandon- 
ed here  all  their  artillery,  and  went  off  in  fo  much  confufion,  that 
they  aever  afterwards  appeared  before  us. 

We 
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guifhed  ;  and  to  behold  England  emerging  from  the  rub- 
bifh  of  low  principles  and  timid  conduct,  once  more  become 
the  pride  and  terror  of  Europe,  and  acting  in  a  manner 
not  unworthy  the  molt,  illuftrious  periods  of  her  hiftory. 

CHAP. 


We  took  up  our  quarters  at  St.  Marie's  that  night,  and  the  next 
day  entered  the  Capefterre,  which  is  the  richeftand  mod  beautiful 
part  of  this  or  any  other  country  in  the  Welt  Indies.  Eight 
hundred  and  feventy  Negroes,  belonging  to  one  man  only,  furrend- 
ered  this  day. 

Here  MefT.  de  Glainvilliers  and  Duqueruy,  deputed  by  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  Ifiand,  met  me  to  know  the  terms  you 
would  grant  them  ;  and,  as  I  accompanied  them  to  Petit  Boutg 
the  next  day,  and  there  prefented  them  to  you,  it  is  not  neceflary 
for  me  to  mention  any  tranfaction  fince  that  time. 

I  cannot,  kowever,  conclude,  without  doing  juftice  to  thofe,  to 
whofe  merit  is  due  the  fuccefs  that  has  attended  the  King's  arms 
on  this  occafion  ;  I  mean  the  fpirit  and  conftancy  of  the  troops  : 
To  Brig.  Crump,  without  whole  concurrence,  I  never  undertook 
any  thing,  but  chiefly  to  yourfelf,  Sir,  who  planned  the  whole  en« 
terprize,  and  who  furnifhed  me  with  all  thefe  means,  without 
which,  neither  bravery  or  prudence  can  little  avail. 

/  have  the  honour  to  he,  &c. 

J.  CIAVERiNG, 

The  Hon  General  BarringtonV  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Mr. 
Secretary  Pitt,  dated,  Head  Quarters,  in  the  Capefterre,  Gua- 
daloupe,  May  9,  1759. 

IHave  the  fatisfaction  to  inform  you,  that  by  great  perfeve- 
rance,  and  changing  entirely  the  nature  of  the  war,  by  carry- 
ing it  on  by  detachments,  I  have  at  length  made  myfelf  mafter  of 
Guadaloupe  and  Grand  Terre.  This  is  a  work,  Sir,  that,  I  be- 
lieve, the  moil  fanguine  (confidering  our  total  feparation  from  the 
fleet)  could  not  expect  to  have  been  performed  by  fo  fmall  a  body 
of  men. 

I  fhall  not  in  this  trouble  you  with  a  detail,  as  I  have  done  my- 
felf the  honour  of  fending  it  to  you  in  my  other  letter.  I  fhall 
only  fay  in  general,  that  the  great  good  conduct  and  zeal  of  Bri- 
gadiers Clavering  and  Crump,  and  the  bravery  of  the  troops,  got 
the  better  of  every  obftacle ;  forced  the  enemy  in  all  their  in* 

trenchments, 
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CHAP.     IV. 

Progrefs  of  the  French  after-  the  battle  of  Be f gen.  Munfler 
and  other  places  taken.  Situation  of  the  French,  and  of 
the  allies.  Motions  of  Prince  Ferdinand.  Battle  of  Min- 
den.  Hereditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick  defeats  the  Duke 
of  Brifac.  The  French  pafs  the  Wefer.  L.  G.  S.  reftgns 
the  command  of  the  Britifh  forces  ;  Marquis  of  Gran  by 
fucceeds  him.  The  French  driven  to  Marpurg.  Siege 
of  Munfler.  M.  d'Etrees  arrives  at  the  French  camp. 
Project  of  France  for  an  invafion.  Havre  bombarded, 
AlHou  off  Cape  Lagos.     French  feet  defeated. 

WE  left  the  army  of  Prince  Ferdinand  upon  the  retreat, 
ever  fince   the  battle  of  Bergen.     The  French  ad- 
vanced with  great  vivacity  ;  their  light  troops  made  incur- 

fions 


trenchments,  and  ftrong  pafTes ;  took  50  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
advanced  as  far  as  the  Capefierre,  the  only  remaining  unreduced 
part  of  the  country.  This  at  laft  brought  the  enemy  to  terms. 
My  fituation  was  fuch,  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary,  that  what 
was  done  mould  not  be  procraftinated,  as  I  was  determined  to 
grant  no  truce  for  time  enough  for  the  inhabitants  to  recover  from 
their  fears.  Mr.  Moore  was  abfent,  the  thing  prefTed  ;  and 
fome  refolution  was  to  be  taken  immediately.  That,  which  I 
took,  was  according  to  the  bed  of  my  underftanding,  and,  I 
hope,  Sir,  you  will  approve  of  it. 

I  believe,  Sir,  the  infinite  confequence  and  value  of  Guada- 
loupe,  and  Grand  Terre,  is  not  perfectly  known  in  England,  as 
(if  I  am  rightly  informed)  there  is  more  fugar  grown  here  than 
in  all  the  Leeward  ljlands  put  together  ;  befides  great  quantities 
of  cotton  and  coffee.  The  country,  efpecially  the  Capefterre, 
the  fineft  I  ever  faw,  watered  with  good  rivers  every  mile  or 
two  ;  and  a  port  belonging  to  it,  where  all  the  navy  of  England 
may  ride  fafe  from  hurricanes.  All  this  can  be  explained  much 
better,  than  I  can  by  letter,  by  Brig.  Clavering,  whofe  infinite 
zeal  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  and  talents  as  a  foldier,  I  hope  will 
recommend  him  to  protection.  Such  men  are  rare  ;  and  I  think 
I  may  venture  to  aflure  you,  there  are  few  things  in  our  profeili- 
on,  that  he  is  not  equal  to,  if  it  mould  be  thought  fit  to  honour 
him  withthe  execution  of  any  future  commands. 

I  have 
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fions  almofr.  to  the  gates  of  Hanover.  The  Prince  ftill  con- 
tinued to  retire,  but  he  left  garrifons  in  Lipfladt,  Ritberg, 
Munfter  and  Minden,  in  order  to  retard  the  enemy's  pro- 

grefs  : 


I  have  appointed  Col.  Crump  to  the  government,  who,  fince 
governor  Haldane  left  us,  I  have  made  act  as  Brigadier  :  His 
merit  is  very  great,  both  as  a  foldier,  and  a  man  of  judgment : 
He  is  of  this  part  of  the  world  ;  underflands  the  trade,  cuftoms 
and  genius  of  the  people  ;  and  as  he  thinks  nobly  and  difintereft- 
edly,  he  would  not  have  accepted  of  the  government,  but  in  hopes 
of  advancing  himfelf  in  the  army  by  that  means.  I  cannot  fay, 
how  ;very  ufeful,  and  how  much  our  fuccefles  are  owing  to  his 
good  conduct,  and  great  zeal. 

As  I  have  now  nothing  to  fear  from  the  land,  I  am  repairing, 
as  well  as  I  can,  Fort  Louis ,  and  fortifying  the  ifle  ofCochon,  for 
the  greater  fecurity  of  the  harbour.  The  poor  people  here  are 
in  a  miferable  condition,  but  I  ihall  do  every  thing  in  my  power 
to  procure  them  the  things  they  want. 

I  have  the  honour  to  fend  you  inclofed  the  capitulation  of  the 
governor,  as  well  as  that  of  the  inhabitants.  The  latter  have  be- 
haved, in  all  their  dealings,  with  great  candour  ;  and  it  is  a 
juftice  I  owe  them,  to  acquaint  you  with  it. 

It  has  not  as  yet  been  poflible  for  me  to  go  round  the  ifland  to 
fee  the  different  polls  that  muft  be  occupied,  I  therefore  cannot 
yet  determine  the  exact  number  of  troops  that  will  be  neceffary  to 
be  left  for  their  defence. 

The  great  aififtance  I  have  received  from  Capt.  Lynn,  of  his 
Majefty's  lhip  the  Roebuck,  in  the  different  fervices  I  have  been 
carrying  on  for  the  reduction  of  thefe  iflands,  ought  not  to  be  for- 
got by  me,  as  well  as  his  firft  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Keating  ;  both 
whom  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  favour. 

I  find  it  is  impoflible  (from  the  different  parts  of  the  Iflands 
where  they  are  to  be  received)  for  me  to  procure  a  return  of  the 
artillery  and  (lores  (which  have  been  delivered  up,  in  confequence 
of  the  capitulation)  to  fend  by  this  opportunity  ;  but  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  have  the  honour  of  fending  it  very  foon. 

I  cannot  help  congratulating  myfelf,  that  I  had  juft  figned  the 
capitulation  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Grand  Terre,  when  a  mef- 
fenger  arrived  in  their  camp  to  acquaint  them,  that  M.  Beauhar- 
nois,  the  general  of  thefe  iflands,  had  landed  at  St.  Anne's,  on 
the  windward  part  of  that  ifland,  with  a  reinforcement  from  Mar- 
tinico,  of  600  regulars,  2000  buccaneers,  and  2000  (land  of 
fpare  arms  for  the  inhabitants,  with  artillery  and  mortars,  under 

X  the 
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grefs  :  their  principal  defign  feemed  to  be  to  cut  off  his 
retreat  to  the  Wefer,  to  which  he  kept  very  clofe,  as  he 
knew  the  infinite  confequence  of  that  communication.  How- 
ever, if  the  enemy  failed  to  compafs  that  object:,  all  the 

pre- 


the  convoy  of  M.  Bompart's  fquadron.  This  fupport,  had  it  ar- 
rived there  an  hour  fooner,  muft  have  made  the  conqueft  of  that 
ifland  very  difficult,  if  not  impoflible.  As  foon  as  he  heard  the 
capitulation  was  figned,  he  reimbarked  again. 

Commodore  Moore'i  Letter    to    the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt, 
dated,  Cambridge,  in   Prince  Rupert'*  Bay,  Dominique,  May 

»*»   1759- 

BY  the  Griffin,  which  arrived  here  on  the  17th  of  April,  I 
was  honoured  with  your  letter,  fignifying  his  Majefty's  moft 
gracious  approbation  of  my  conduct,  and  of  the  behaviour  of 
thofe  under  my  command,  which  I  took  the  liberty  to  commu- 
nicate to  thofe  gentlemen  :  And  give  me  leave  to  fay,  Sir,  no- 
thing can  contribute  fo  much  to  our  happinefs,  as  being  honour- 
ed with,  and  executing  orders  to  the  honour  of  his  Majefty's 
arms. 

Give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  congratulate  you  on  the  capitulation  of 
the  ifland  of  Guadeloupe  and  Grand  Terre,  which  Major  Gen. 
Harrington  fends  to  you  by  this  exprefs  j  in  gaining  which, 
great  honour  is  due  to  the  troops.  The  ftrong  hold,  the  enemy 
had,  could  not  be  conquered  but  by  great  conduct  and  refo- 
lution. 

I  hope  the  conqueft  will  prove  as  great  an  acquifition  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me. 

It  is  with  great  pleafure,  I  think  I  may  fay,  Sir,  that,  on  this 
expedition,  great  unanimity  has  been  kept  up  between  the  two 
corps,  as  well  in  obedience  to  his  Majefty's  commands,  as  from 
our  own  inclinations.  It  has  ever  been  my  wifh  to  have  fuch  har- 
mony fubfift,  and  I  flatter  myfelf  I  have  always  fucceeded. 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  Sir,  that,  on  the  2d  inft.  being 
informed,  the  French  fquadron,  under  the  command  of  M. 
Bompart,  was  to  windward  of  Marigalante,  I  put  to  fea  in  the 
night,  and  endeavoured  to  get  up  with  them  ;  but,  after  beating 
five  days,  and  having  gained  very  little,  two  of  our  cruizers,  that 
I  had  fent  different  ways,  to  watch  the  enemy's  motions,  faw 
them,  the  6th  inft.  return  betwixt  the  two  iflands  into  Fort 
Royal.  From  the  almoft  conftant  lee  currents,  it  being  very  dif- 
ficult for  (hips  to  get  to  windward,  it  muft  always  be  in  the  ene- 
mv's  choice,  whether  they  will  come   to  a  general  action  or  not, 

Their 
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precautions  of  the  Prince  proved  alfo  ineffectual  to  retard 
the  progrefs  of  their  arms.  Ritberg  was  furprifed,  Lipfladt 
was  blockaded,  Minden  was  taken  by  affault,  where  a  gar- 
rifon  of  1500  men  were  made  prifoners,  and  where  immenfe 
magazines  fell  into  their  hands.  D'Armentieres  advanced 
againft  Munfter ;  he  attempted  to  take  the  place  by  a  coup 
de  main.  Though  foiled  in  his  attempt  with  considerable 
lofs,  he  did  net  defift ;  he  drew  up  his  cannon  from 
Wefel,  and  after  a  fhort  fiege,  made  himfelf  July  25. 
mafter  of  the  city ;  the  garrifon,  of  4000  men, 
became  his  prifoners.  Nothing  feemed  able  to  withftand 
the  rapid  torrent  with  which  the  French  over-ran  the  whole 
country  ;  they  no  longer  hoped,  the  conqueftof  Hanover  ; 
it  was  with  them  an  abfolute  certainty.  Elated  with  the 
fair  appearance  of  their  fortune,  they  kept  no  bounds.  The 
French  minifter,  the  Duke  of  Belleifle,  in  his  letters  to  the 
Marlhal  Contades,  fpeaks  only  of  the  means  of  fecuring 
their  conqueft,  and  preventing  another  expulfion  from  Ha- 
nover ;  and  for  this  end  propofed  the  mofl  cruel  and  un- 
warrantable expedients.  Nor  was  there  lefs  dread  and  de- 
jection vifible  on  the  fide  of  the  allies,  than  pride  and  con- 
fidence on  that  of  the  French.  The  archives  and  mofl  va- 
luable moveables  were  fent  off  from  Hanover  to  Stade.  All 
things  feemed  haflening  to  the  fame  poflure  which  drew  on 
the  famous  capitulation  of  Clofter  Seven. 

In  this  general  gloom  that  overfpread  the  fortune  of  the 
allies,  the  Prince  kept  himfelf  unmoved  and  attentive  to  his 
defigns.  He  did  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  difconcerted  by 
blows,  which  he  had  probably  forefeen,  and  the  ill  confe- 
quences  of  which  he  knew  how  to  prevent.  The  body  of 
the  French  army  after  the  taking  of  Minden,  had  ported 
themfelves  near  that  city,  to  which  the  right  of  their  army 
extended  ;  their  left  was  protected  by  a  very  fteep  hill ;  in 
their  front  was  a  large  morafs ;  and  a  rivulet  covered  their 
rear.  Nothing  could  be  more  advantageous  than  this  Situa- 
tion ;  and  whilfl  they  continued  in  it,  nothing  could  be  en- 
terprifed  againfl  them.  The  army  of  the  allies,  after  a  con- 
tinued retreat,  began  at  lad  to  advance,  and  fixed  their 
X  2  camp 


Their  fquadron  confids  of  nine   fail  of  the   line  and  three  fri- 

£ates> 

I  (hall,  in  conjunction  with  Gen.  Barrington,  give  every  afli fi- 
ance in  my  power  to  any  other  fervices. 
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camp  altogether  as  advantageoufly  at  Peterfhagen,  a  place 
about  three  leagues  from  the  enemy. 

Thing?  were  brought  to  that  pafs,  that  nothing  but  a 
battle  could  hinder  the  French  from  taking  winter  quarters 
in  the  electorate.  There  was  no  pofTibility  of  attacking 
them  with  any  hope  of  fuccefs  in  the  camp  which  they  then 
occupied.  The  point  was  to  draw  them  from  that  pofl  in- 
to the  plain  ;  but  the  movements  neceffary  to  effect  this 
were  extremely  hazardous  to  an  inferior  army,  in  fight  of 
the  enemy.  The  operations  of  Prince  Ferdinand,  on  this 
occafion,  difplayed  fo  penetrating  and  uncommon  a  genius, 
fuch  a  guarded  boldnefs,  fuch  a  certainty  of  the  grounds  he 
went  upon,  fuch  a  perfect  poffeffion  of  himfelf,  that  per- 
haps there  is  no  inftance  in  hiftory  of  generalfhip  fo  com- 
pleat  and  finifhed ;  for  which  reafon  we  fhall  endeavour 
from  the  beft  lights  we  have,  to  draw  out  at  length  the 
feveral  parts  that  concurred  to  form  this  remarkable  piece  ; 
we  could  indeed  wifh  that  the  authentick  accounts  of  fo  ve- 
ry memorable  an  event,  had  been  more  clear  and  explicit ; 
but  we  muff  content  ourfelves  with  the  materials  we  have. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  Prince  Ferdinand  forfook  his  camp 
on  the  Wefer,  and  marched  towards  Hillen,  a  village  con- 
fiderably  to  his  right,  with  the  greateft  part  of  his  army : 
However  he  took  care  to  leave  on  the  brink  of  that  river,  a 
body  under  General  Wangenheim  ;  which  extended  to  the 
town  of  Thornhaufen,  where  they  were  intrenched,  and 
fupported  by  a  confiderable  artillery.  He  had  the  day  be- 
fore detached  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Brun- 
July28.  fwick,  with  6000  men,  to  make  a  compafs  to- 
wards the  enemy's  left  flank,  and  to  pofl  himfelf 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  cut  off  the  communication  of  their 
convoys  from  Paderborn. 

The  French  were  not  inattentive  to  thefe  movements  ; 
their  Generals  immediately  held  a  council  of  war  ;  and  the 
refult  was,  that  they  gave  completely  into  the  fnare  that 
was  laid  for  them.  They  faw,  as  they  imagined,  the  allied 
army  divided  and  disjointed ;  and  now  the  happy  moment 
presented  itfelf,  for  the  attack  of  General  Wangenheim, 
who  they  knew  was  not  flrong,  and  who  feemed  at  a  great 
diftance  from  the  reft  of  the  army,  fo  that  it  appeared  irn- 
poflible  that  he  could  be  relieved.  This  body  being  routed, 
as  it  eafily  might,  it  was,  obvious  that  they  fhould  then  be 
able  to  place  themfelves  between  Prince  Ferdinand's  army 

and 
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and  the  Wefer,  and  cut  off  his  communication  with  that 
river;  the  great  object  at  which  they  aimed,  through  the 
whole  campaign,  and  in  which  was  involved  the  certain  de- 
ftruction  of  the  allies. 

Full  of  thefe  ideas  they  left  their  advantageous  pofl,  and 
in  eight  columns  pafled  the  morafs  in  their  front,  . 
and  advanced  into  the  plain.  The  Duke  of  Brog-  U&'  lm 
Ho  was  to  lead  the  attack,  by  falling  upon  that  body  that 
lay  near  the  river,  which  feemed  to  prefent  him  an  allured 
and  eafy  victory.  He  marched  on,  therefore,  with  great 
confidence ;  but  as  foon  as  he  had  gained  an  eminence  which 
lay  along  his  front,  he  was  (truck  with  the  utmoft  furprife, 
when,  inflead  of  a  few  ports  weakly  guarded,  he  beheld  the 
whole  army  of  the  allies  drawn  up  in  excellent  order,  ex- 
tending from  the  banks  of  the  Wefer,  quite  to  the  morafs, 
in  the  front  of  the  late  French  camp.  This  was  a  flroke  en- 
tirely unexpected  :  they  believed  the  Prince  to  have  been  at 
Hillen  ;  but  he  had  marched  up,  and  the  whole  army  was 
joined  in  the  night.  This  difcovery  for  a  while  put  a  flop 
to  the  motions  of  the  French  ;  they  were  hemmed  in  be- 
tween the  allies,  the  morafs  and  the  river.  Their  fituation 
was  difagreeable,  but  it  was  now  impoflible  to  recede. 

The  allies,  finding  the  French  flower  than  they  expect- 
ed, began  to  advance,  and  threatened  the  enemy's  centre. 
This  was  compofed  almofl  wholly  of  horfe  ;  but  it  was  the 
flower  of  their  cavalry,  who  anticipated  the  mock  of  the 
allies,  and  began  the  engagement.  The  brunt  of  the  battle 
was  almoft  wholly  fuftained  by  the  Engliih  infantry,  and 
fome  corps  of  Hanoverians,  which  flood  the  re-iterated 
charges  of  fo  many  bodies  of  horfe,  the  flrength  and  glory 
of  the  French  armies,  with  a  refolution,  fleadinefs,  and 
expertnefs  in  their  manoeuvre,  which  was  never  exceeded, 
perhaps  never  equalled.  They  cut  to  pieces  or  entirely 
routed  thefe  bodies.  Two  brigades  of  toot  attempted  to 
fupport  them,  but  they  vanifhed  before  theEnglifh  infantry. 
Waldegrave's  and  Kingfley's  regiments  diflinguifhed  them- 
felves  in  a  particular  manner  this  day ;  nor  were  their  com- 
manders lefs  diflinguifhed.  The  enemy's  horfe,  which 
compofed  their  centre,  being  entirely  difcomfited,  and  their 
right,  which  attacked  Wangenheim,  having  made  no  fort 
ot  impreflion,  they  thought  of  nothing  but  a  retreat. 

At  this  point  of  time  the  Prince  fent  orders  to  Ld.  George 
Sackville,  who  commanded  the  whole  Britifh,  and  feveral 


brigades 
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brigades  of  the  German  cavalry,  to  advance.  That  caval- 
ry formed  the  right  wing  of  the  allies,  extended  to  the  mo- 
rafs,  and  if  it  could  have  charged  at  the  inftance  of  the  ene- 
my's retreat,  fuch  a  fhock  at  that  time,  and  in  that  fitua- 
tion,  would  in  all  probability  have  left  the  French  without 
an  army  in  Germany.  But  the  orders  were  not  fufficientlv 
precfe,  or  they  were  not  fufficiently  underftood  by  the  En- 
glifh  commander;  fo  that  there  was  fome  delay  in  waiting 
for  an  explanation.  The  critical  minute  paffed  away  ;  the 
Britifh  cavalry  loft  their  mare  in  the  glory  of  the  action  ;  and 
the  French  retreated  in  fome  order,  favoured  by  the  fpiri- 
ted  and  well-judged  efforts  of  the  Duke  of  Broglio,  and 
the  advantages  which  the  poffeffion  of  Minden  gave 
them. 

What  is  remarkable,  the  French  attributed  their  misfor- 
tune in  this  battle  to  the  fame  error  in  their  difpofition, 
which  loft  them  the  battle  of  Blenheim  ;  that  of  compo- 
iing  their  centre  almoft  wholly  of  cavalry,  without  any  pro- 
per fupport  of  foot. 

The  battle  was  over  ;  but  then  it  was  that  the  effects  of 
Prince  Ferdinand's  admirable  difpofitions  appeared  in  their 
full  luftre.  The  French  not  having  been  molefted  by  the 
Britifh  cavalry  in  their  retreat,  had  an  opportunity  of  regain- 
ing their  former  advantageous  poft.  They  had,  indeed, 
loft  the  honour  cf  the  day,  and  miffed  the  ftroke  which  they 
had  meditated.  They  had  likewife  loft  a  great  number  of 
men.  But  all  thefe  loffes  and  difgraces  might  be  repaired, 
and  there  feemed  nothing  deciftve  in  the  day  of  Minden. 
It  had  certainly  happened,  as  it  then  appeared,  if  the 
Prince  who  foreseeing  this,  and  neglecting  nothing  which 
could  be  provided,  had  not  formed  the  plan  of  detaching 
away  the  Hereditary  Prince  in  the  manner  already  related. 
At  five  in  the.morning  of  that  day,  this  young  hero  attacked 
a  large  body  of  (he  French  under  the  Duke  de  Brifac;  this 
bod1:,  though  pofted  in  a  meft  advantageous  manner,  he 
entirely  defeated,  and  obliged  them  to  take  refuge  in  Min- 
den. The  news  of  this  blow  came  with  an  ill  omen  to  M. 
de  Contades,  in  the  inftant  when  the  Englifh  infantry  began 
to  engage  his  centre.  The  enemy  himfelf  could  not  help 
admiring  the  dexterity  of  the  ftroke  under  which  he  funk  : 
and  full  of  aftonifhment  at  a  conduct  at  once  fo  daring  and 
judicious,  paid  the  juft  applaufe  to  a  General,  who  could 
detach  with   fecurity  lb  large  a  bodv  from  his  army,  when 

he 
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he  was  going  to  attack  an  enemy  already  much  fuperior  to 
him  in  numbers. 

This  happy  ilroke  decided  the  affair,  all  the  paffes  thro' 
which  the  French  could  draw  fuccour  or  provifion,  were 
feized.  They  relinquifhed  their  flrcng  poll ;  they  fled 
through  Minden,  and  palling  the  Wefer,  retreated  to  the 
eaflward  of  that  river  ;  thus  lofing  all  the  advantages  which 
they  had  made  in  the  campaign,  and  forced  to  retreat  thro' 
a  country  different  from  that  through  which  they  had  ad- 
vanced, and  in  which  they  had  taken  no  meafures  to  pro- 
cure fubfiftence. 

The  lofs  of  the  French  in  this  aclion  amounted  to  about 
feven  thoufand  men  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners ;  among 
whom  were  many  officers  of  confiderable  rank.  The  lofs 
of  the  allies  was  not  more  than  two  thoufand.  The  Eng- 
liih,  as  they  gained  the  greatefl  glory,  fo  they  were  the 
greatefl:  fufferers.  Twelve  hundred  of  the  killed  and  wound- 
ed were  of  that  nation.  The  Prince  on  the  day  after  the 
battle  paid  the  due  honours  to  thefe  illuftrious  corps,  as  well 
as  to  feveral  of  the  Hanoverians  who  had  behaved  in  the 
fame  gallant  manner.  He  did  juftice  to  the  merit  of  the 
officers ;  he  diftinguifhed  their  names  ;  and  even  particula- 
rifed  fa  low  as  captains.  To  fome  in  the  moil  obliging  man- 
ner he  fent  confiderable  prefents  ;  and  he  omitted  nothing 
to  fhew  that  he  knew  what  it  is  to  be  well  ferved,  and  how- 
to  encourage  the  troops  and  officers  to  do  their  duty  with 
fpirit  and  chearfulnefs. 

Although  the  Englifh  had  the  greateft  mare  in  the  ho- 
nour of  this  fignal  day/  and  that  the  Prince  acknowledged 
their  merit  in  the  flrongefl  terms,'^,  yet  a  cloud  was  call 

over 


(a)  Prince  Ferdinand"  s  Orders  the  Day  after  the  Battle  of 
Minden. 

IS  Serene  Highnefs  orders  his  greatefl  thanks  to  be  given  to 
the  whole  army  for  their  bravery  and  good  behaviour  yef~ 
terday,  particularly  to  the  Britijb  infantry,  and  two  battalions  of 
Hanoverian  guards  ;  to  all  the  cavalry  of  the  left  wing,  and  to 
Gen.  Hrangenkeimy?>  corps,  particularly  the  regiment  of  Holjfein, 
the  Hefjian  cavalry,  the  Hanoverian  regiment  du  Corps  and  Ha 
merftinz ;  the  fame  to  ail  the  brigades  of  heavy  artillery.     His 

SereUe 
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over  their  triumph.  There  were  fome  exprefTions  in  the 
orders  for  the  rejoicing,  which  were  fuppofed  to  convey  a 
very   fevere  reflection  on  Lord  G.  S.  commander  in  chief 

of 


Serene  Highnefs  declares  publickly,  that  next  to  God  he  attri- 
butes the  glory  of  the  day  to  the  intrepidity  and  extraordinary 
good  behaviour  of  theie  troops,  which  he  allures  them  he  fhall 
retain  the  ftrongeft  fenfe  of  as  long  as  he  lives  ;  and  if  ever  upon 
any  occafion  he  fhall  be  able  to  ferve  thefe  brave  troops,  or  any  of 
them  in  particular,  it  will  give  him  the  utmoft  pleafure.  His 
Serene  Highnefs  orders  his  particular  thanks  to  be  iikewife  given 
to  Gen.  Sporcken,  the  Duke  of  Holjiein,  Lieutenant  Generals 
Imhoff  and  Urff.  His  Serene  Highnefs  is  extremely  obliged  to 
the  Count  de  Bucheburg,  for  his  extraordinary  care  and  trouble  in 
the  management  of  the  artillery,  which  was  ferved  with  great 
effect ;  Iikewife  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  feveral  brigades 
of  artillery,  viz.  Col.  Browne,  Lieut.  Col.  Hutte,  Major  Haffe, 
and  the  three  Englijh  Captains,  Phillips,  Drummond,  and  Foy. 
His  Serene  Highnefs  thinks  himfelf  infinitely  obliged  to  Major 
Generals  Waldegrave  and  Kingfley,  for  their  great  courage  and 
good  order,  in  which  they  conducted  their  brigades.  His  Serene 
Highnefs  further  orders  it  to  be  declared  to  Lieut.  Gen.  the  Mar- 
quifs  of  Granby,  that  he  is  perfuaded,  that  if  he  had  had  the 
good  fortune  to  have  had  him  at  the  head  of  the  cavalry  of  the 
right  wing,  his  prefence  would  have  greatly  contributed  to  make 
the  decifion  of  that  day  more  complete  and  more  brilliant.  In 
lhort,  his  Serene  Highnefs  orders,  that  thofe  of  his  Suite  whofe 
behaviour  he  molt  admired  be  named,  as  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
Col.  Fitzroy,  Capt.  Ligonier,  Col.  Watfon,  Capt.  Wilfon,  aid  de 
camp  to  Major-Gen.  Waldegra*ve,  Adjutant  Generals  Erftof}, 
Buhnu,  Durendolle,  the  Count  Tobe  and  Malerti  ;  his  Serene 
Highnefs  having  much  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  their  conduct. 
And  his  Serene  Highnefs  defires  and  orders  the  generals  of  the 
armv,  that  upon  all  occafions  when  orders  are  brought  to  them 
by  his  aid  de  camps,  that  they  be  obeyed  punctually,  and  without 
delay. 


Prince  Ferdinand,  in  the  orders  of  the  id  of  Auguft ,  having  omit- 
ted Captain  Macbean,  fsnt  the  following,  wrote  in  his  own 
hand. 


I 


1     R> 

T  is  from  a  fenfe  of  your  merit,  and  a  regard    to  juftice, 

that  I  do  in  this  manner  declare  I  have  reafon  to  be  infinite- 

"y 
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of  the  Englifh  forces.  The  Prince  required  with  an  em- 
phafis,  which  feemed  particularly  pointed,  that  his  orders 
by  his  aids  de  camps  for  the  future  mould  be  more  exactly 
obeyed.  In  a  manner  mil  lefs  to  be  mifunderftood,  he 
exprefled  his  concern  that  the  Marquis  of  Granby  had  not 
had  the  command  of  the  Britifh  cavalry.  Had  he  com- 
manded, his  highnefs  made  no  doubt  that  the  fuccefs  of  the 
day  had  been  much  more  compleat  and  brilliant.  The  fe- 
vere  infinuation  concerning  the  difobedience  to  orders,  and 
the  invidious  compliment  to  a  fubordinate  officer,  were 
clear,  declarations. 

The  news  of  a  victory  fo  glorious  to  our  troops,  and  of  a 
cenfure  fo  difgraceful  to  their  commander,  came  at  once  to 
England.  In  proportion  to  the  joy  which  filled  all  hearts, 
in  proportion  to  their  opinion  of  the  great  general  to  whom 
they  owed  fo  feafonable  an  advantage,  was  their  indignati- 
on againft  the  unfortunate  commander  to  whom  it  was  at- 
tributed that  this  advantage  was  not  greater.  The  public, 
as  ufual,  judged  definitively  upon  the  firft  charge.  They 
never  pardon  a  general  whofe  error  it  is  to  fall  Ihort.  In 
vain  they  are  prayed  to  fufpend  their  judgment,  and  to  wait 
for  a  full  difcuflion ;  the  matter  is  already  decided  ;  they 
have  a  fact  againft  an  officer,  and  they  look  upon  all  rea- 
foning  in  his  favour,  not  fo  much  a  defence  of  his  conduct, 
as  the  exertion  of  eloquence  and  artifice  to  palliate  a  neglect 

of 


ly  fatisfied  with  your  behaviour,  a&ivity,  and  zeal,  which  in  fo 
confpicuous  a  manner  you  made  appear  at  the  battle  of  Tonhau- 
fen  on  the  firft  of  Auguji.  The  talents  you  poiTefs  in  your  pro- 
feflion  did  not  a  little  contribute  to  render  our  fire  fuperior  to  that 
of  the  enemy  -,  and  it  is  to  you  and  your  brigade  that  I  am  indebt- 
ed for  having  filenced  the  fire  of  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  which 
extremely  galled  the  troops,  and  particularly  the  Britijh  infantry. 
Accept  then,  fir,  from  me,  the  juft  tribute  of  my  molt  perfect 
acknowledgments,  accompanied  with  my  fincere  thanks.  I  fhall 
be  happy  in  every  opportunity  of  obliging  you,  denting  only  oc- 
cafions  of  proving  it ;  being  with  the  raoft  diftinguiflied  efteem, 

Tour  devoted  and 

entirely  affectionate  fervant, 

Y  FERDINAND. 


170  tfhe  History  of  the  War.  1759. 

of  duty.  This  indeed  makes  the  cafe  of  officers  particular- 
ly hard  ;  but  then  it  always  fhews  them  what  they  have  to 
do. 

The  merits  of  the  matter  are  flill  regarded  in  the  fame 
light  by  the  public.  But  the  heat,  the  eagernefs,  and  cu- 
riofity  of  the  firft  movements  being  over,  the  matter  will 
be  heard,  whenever  it  comes  to  be  again  difcufled  with  lefs 
attention,  but  with  lefs  pafiion  too.  It  is  not  for  us  to  deli- 
ver any  opinion  in  fo  nice  a  controverfy.  We  have  in  points  * 
of  lefs  moment  hitherto  declined  it;  and  we  fhall  always  de- 
cline it  until  the  proper  judges  before  whom  it  probably  will 
come,  fhall  have  taught  us  what  to  think.  There  is  in- 
deed no  doubt  that  if  the  cavalry  of  the  allies  right  wing, 
fituated  as  it  was,  had  been  brought  to  a£t  at  the  critical 
time  when  it  had  orders  to  move,  the  battle  of  Minden  had 
proved  as  decifive  as  that  of  Hocftet.  But  whether  it  was 
a  fault  in  the  giving  or  the  delivering  of  the  orders,  or  whe- 
ther it  was  fome  mifapprehenfion  in  him  who  received 
them,  we  cannot  but  fincerely  pity  a  commander  of  fuch 
admirable  talents,  who  by  the  error  or  the  misfortune  of  a 
moment,  loft  an  opportunity  that  would  have  ranked  him 
for  ever  with  the  Marlboroughs  and  the  Brunfwicks. 

A  few  days  after  the  battle  his  lordfhip  refigned  his  com- 
mand and  returned  to  London.  He  was  but  a  few  days  in 
London  when  he  was  deprived  of  all  his  military  employ- 
ments. The  Marquis  of  Granby,  whom  the  opinion  of 
Prince  Ferdinand,  and  the  defires  of  the  whole  army  had 
pointed  out,  fucceeded  him  in  his  command.  A  generous 
and  ardent  courage,  an  affability  of  manners  that  flowed 
from  no  artifice,  a  manly  freedom  and  opennefs  of  foul,  a 
chearful  and  unreferved  converfation,  a  munificence  that 
knew  no  bounds,  fo  many  qualities  of  the  man  and  of  the 
foldier,  endeared  him  to  the  whole  army,  and  rendered  En- 
glifh.  and  foreigners,  his  inferiors,  his  equals  and  his  fuperi- 
or  in  command,  unanimous  in  his  favour. 

Whilft  thefe  changes  were  making,  Prince  Ferdinand 
loft  no  time  to  improve  his  victory,  by  the  purfuit  of  the 
French,  who  retired  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs.  The  allies  were 
not  indeed  able  to  overtake  the  main  body  of  their  army, 
but  they  haraffed  them  extremely,  and  the  French  were 
obliged  to  facrifice  a  great  part  of  their  army  piece-meal  to 
preferve  the  reft  entire.  The  neceftity  of  providing  fubfif- 
fence   drove  them  towards  CafTel.     The   Prince  purfued 

them, 
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them,  obliged  them  to  evacuate  that  place,  and  once  more 
freed  that  poor  diftreffed  country  from  the  French  tyranny. 
The   caftle  of  Ziegenhayn,  after  an  hour's  defence,  gave 
the  allies  about  400  prifoners.     After  this  the  He- 
reditary Prince  of  Brunfwick,  equally  confpicu-  Aug.  23. 
ous  in  the  greater  and  the  leffer  operations  of  war, 
made  a  private  march  at  night  in  order  to  fur-      27. 
prife  a  corps  of  French  irregulars,  commanded 
by   the  famous   partizan  Fifcher,  which  were  ported   at 
Wetter,  where  it  was  convenient  for  the  allies  to  encamp. 
This  corps  he  entirely  routed,  killing  a  great  number  and 
taking  400.     The  French  threw  a  garrifon  into  Marpurg. 
in  hopes  of  putting  fome  flop  to  the  rapid  career  of  the  allies. 
In  effect:  this  did  prove  an  obftacle  for  fome  days,  but  at 
length  the  caftle  furrendered,  and  the  garrifon, 
confifting  of  between  8  and  900  men,  became  Sept.  11. 
prifoners  of  war. 

Here  a  bound  was  fet  to  the  progrefs  of  the  allied  arms. 
Not  that  they  were  flopped  by  any  confiderable  obftruction 
from  the  main  body  of  the  French  in  that  quarter,  but  from 
fome  effects  in  another  quarter  of  the  unfuccefsful  begin- 
ning of  the  campaign,  from  which  the  battle  of  Minden 
had  not  yet  perfectly  difengaged  them.  Munfler  was  flill 
behind  them,  and  ftill  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
a  powerful  garrifon  in  that  city.  M.  de  Contades,  who 
even  after  his  defeat  exceeded  the  allies  in  numbers,  and 
had  now  no  further  view  of  an  offenfive  campaign,  fent  a 
flrong  body  under  d'Armentieres,  which  was  reinforced  by 
fome  troops  from  the  Lower  Rhine,  to  near  15,000  men, 
to  cover  that  place.  Prince  Ferdinand  had  before  detach- 
ed General  Imhoff  from  Caffel  in  order  to  reduce  it.  On 
the  approach  of  d'Armentieres,  Imhoff  was  obliged  to  raife 
the  fiege.  But  being  foon  after  reinforced,  the 
French  commander  retired  in  his  turn  towards  Sept.  6. 
Wefel,  the  poffeffion  of  which  place  had  all  along 
proved  of  infinite  importance  to  the  French  in  all  their  ope- 
rations. The  fiege  of  Munfter  was  again  refumed,  but 
the  bufinefs  threatened  to  be  difficult  and  tedious.  This 
however  was  the  only  rub  which  the  allies  encountered.  In 
all  other  refpecls  they  were  perfectly  fortunate.  They  had 
driven  their  enemy  two  hundred  miles  before  them,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  campaign,  after  all  their  efforts,  and  all  their 

Y  2  fanguine 
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fanguine  hopes  of  conqueft,  fet  them  down  juft  where  they 
had  begun  it. 

The  event  of  the  battle  of  Minden,  and  the  fubfequent 
misfortunes  of  the  French  arms,  threw  Verfailles  into  the 
utmoft  confufion.  The  news  of  that  defeat  arrived  juft  as 
the  King  was  taking  horfe  to  hunt.  He  retired  filent  and 
dejected  into  the  apartment  of  Madam  de  Pompadour,  and 
for  fome  time  faw  none  of  his  minifters.  The  Duke  of 
Broglio  and  M.  de  Contades  mutually  accufed  each  other, 
for  the  ill  conduct  of  that  day.  The  public  acquitted  Bro- 
glio. Belleiile  and  his  General  Contades  loft  all  reputati- 
on :  but  the  duke  ftill  preferved  his  employment  and  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  his  influence  at  court. 

As  foon  as  the  firft  confufion  and  furprife  of  fo  unexpect- 
ed an  event  was  a  little  abated  ;  it  was  refolved  to  fend  re- 
inforcements to  their  army  in  Germany,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  fend  thither  fome  officer  of  experience  and  authori- 
ty, who  might  judge,  and  compofe,  if  poflible,  the  differ- 
ences which  fubfifted  between  the  commanders  ;  as  well  as 
to  aflift  in  the  deliberations  for  retrieving  their  affairs.  Pub- 
lic misfortunes  call  great  men  from  their  obfcurity.  M.  de 
Etrees  was  chofen  on  this  occafion,  and  inverted  with  an  au- 
thority which  he  unwillingly  accepted.  When  he 
Sept.  25.  arrived  at  the  French  camp,  he  could  not  avoid 
a  figh  on  viewing  of  the  ruins  of  that  army,  which 
had  triumphed  under  his  command  at  Haftenbeck.  Howe- 
ver, his  behaviour  to  M.  de  Contades  was  polite  and  gene- 
rous. The  old  Marefchal  told  him  that  he  was  not  come 
to  take  his  command,  but  to  ferve  under  him ;  and  whilft 
he  aflifted  him  with  his  advice,  he  would  receive  his  or- 
ders. 

Whilft  the  French  endeavoured  to  piece  up  their  broken 
fortune  in  Germany,  they  made  fome  fhow  of  pulhing  the 
other  part  of  their  fcheme  with  vigour.  All  their  ports 
were  full  of  the  preparations  for  an  invafion  of  the  Britifh 
dominions.  Men  of  war,  tranfports  and  flat-bottomed  boats, 
now  almoft  a  word  of  ridicule,  were  prepared  with  great  di- 
ligence. They  talked  of  a  triple  embarkation.  M.  Thu- 
rot  was  to  command  a  fmall  fquadron  and  feveral  tranfports 
from  Dunkirk,  which  it  was  believed  were  intended  for 
Scotland.  This  man  from  a  mafter  of  a  merchant  fhip  be- 
came a  captain  of  a  privateer,  in  which  capacity  he  greatly 
annoyed  the  Englifh  trade,  and  acquired  a  reputation.     At 

a  time 
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a  time  when  France  does  not  abound  with  great  men,  his 
fervices  in  this  way  and  his  daring  fpirit,  recommended  him 
to  a  command  in  the  King's  fervice. 

The  defign  againft  England,  as  the  voyage  hither  is  the 
fhorteft,  was  to  be  attempted  from  Havre,  and  fome  other 
ports  of  Normandy,  in  flat-bottomed  boats.  The  third 
embarkation,  which  was  fuppofed  againft  Ireland,  was  to 
be  made  from  Vannes  in  the  Lower  Brittany,  where  a 
large  body  of  troops  was  affembled,  commanded  by  the 
Duke  d'Aiguillon  governor  of  that  province.  This  embar- 
kation was  to  be  covered  by  the  fleet  under  M.  de  Conflans, 
which  was  preparing  with  great  diligence  in  Breft.  Had 
this  defign  been  fuch  as  it  was  reprefented,  and  had  it  been 
put  into  execution,  there  is  no  doubt  but  fuch  an  attempt 
upon  both  kingdoms,  at  three  different  places  at  once,  muft 
have  thrown  the  whole  into  no  fmall  confufion.  But  excel- 
lent meafures  were  taken  on  the  part  of  England  to  fruf- 
trate  their  defigns,  whatever  they  might  have  been. 

A  fquadron  under  Commodore  Boys  was  ftationed  before 
Dunkirk.  Admiral  Rodney  was  fent  to  bombard  Havre, 
which  fervice  he  performed  with  fuccefs.  Admiral  Hawke 
blocked  up  the  harbour  of  Breft  with  a  ftrong  fquadron, 
whilft  a  lefler  kept  a  watch  upon  that  of  Vannes.  Thefe 
precautions  were  continued  the  whole  fummer,  during  which 
time  the  French  proceeded  rather  flowiyj  but  after  the 
battle  of  Minden.  had  deftroyed  their  hopes  in  Germany, 
they  turned  to  this  object  with  the  greater  attention.  What 
iflue  it  had  we  fhall  relate  in  its  proper  place.  But  their 
firft  attempts  on  the  ocean  proved  as  unfuccefsful  as  their 
arms  on  land. 

A  great  fleet  was  equipped  at  Toulon,  which  fome  defti- 
ned  for  America,  whilft  others  believed  it  was  defigned  to 
unite  itfelf  with  that  of  Breft  to  favour  the  invafion.  Ad- 
miral Bofcawen  who  commanded  in  the  Mediterranean, 
blocked  up  this  fquadron,  until  fome  unfavourable  weather 
and  the  foulnefs  of  his  fhips  obliged  him  to  return  to  Gib- 
raltar to  refit.  The  French  took  this  opportuni- 
ty to  fail  out,  and  they  proceeded  with  great  dili-  Aug.  14. 
gence  to  the  ftreights. 

They  had  arrived  very  near  Gibraltar  before  the  Admiral 
had  notice  of  their  approach  ;  but  notwithftanding  that  our 
mips  were  not  perfectly  prepared  to  fail,  the  admiral  ufed 

fuch 
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fuch  gre^t  expedition  that  in  two  hours  after  the  account  ar- 
rived the  Englifh  fleet  was  out  at  fea. 

The  Englifh  fleet  was  compofed  of  fourteen  fhips  of  the 
line  befides  frigates.  The  enemy  had  twelve  of  the  line. 
They  were  fuperior  in  the  bulk  of  their  mips  and  in  the 
number  of  men,  if  they  were  inferior  in  the  number  of  vef- 
fels  ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  perfons  of  judgment, 
that  if  they  had  formed  a  line  of  battle,  and  fought  Mr. 
Bofcawen  in  order,  they  might  very  well  have  hoped  for  a 
better  iiTue  of  this  matter  than  they  found.  But  the  evil 
genius  of  France  operating  on  the  cowardice  or  incapacity 
of  their  commander,  induced  them  to  feparate  their  fleet 
and  fly.  The  Englifh  fhips  were  newly  refitted  ;  they  pro- 
ved better  failors ;  and  the  men,  animated  with  the  fpirit- 
ed  example  of  their  admiral,  engaged  the  French  fhips  as 
they  could  overtake  them  ;  and  they  overtook  fome  of  them 
off  Cape  Lagos  in  Portugal.  A  brifk  engagement  enfu- 
ed.  Two  of  the  enemy's  fhips,  the  Ocean  and  the  Re- 
doubtable, were  run  on  fhore  and  burned.  The  firft  was 
the  fhip  of  M.  de  la  Clue,  the  French  admiral,  who  efca- 
ped  to  land;  but  being  grievoufly  wounded,  and,  as  it  is 
iaid,  having  loft  both  his  legs,  he  died  foon  after.  Two 
other  capital  mips,  the  Centaure  and  Modefte,  were 
taken. 

The  fcattered  remains  of  their  fleet  with  difficulty  got 
into  the  harbour  of  Cadiz,  where  they  were  foon  after 
blocked  up,  and  where  they  (fill  remain.  This  action  hap- 
pened on  the  1 8th  of  AuguiT  ;  and  it  gave  a  great  eclat  to 
the  Britifh  arms,  which,  in  the  fame  month,  had  triumph- 
ed fo  fignally  both  by  fea  and  hndfbj. 

C  H  A  P. 


(I)  Admiral  Bofcaixen's  Letter  to  Mr.  Clevland,  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  dated,  Namure,  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  Augujt 
20,    1759. 

I  Acquainted  you  in  my  laft  of  my  return  to  Gibraltar  to  re- 
fit. As  foon  as  the  (hips  were  near  ready,  I  ordered  the 
Lyme  and  Gibraltar  frigates,  the  firft  to  cruize  off  Malaga,  and 
the  ht\  from  EJhpona  to  Ceuta  Point,  to  look  out,  and  give  me 
timely  notice  of  the  enemy's  approach. 

On  the  17th.  at  eight  in  the  evening,  the  Gibraltar  made  the 

fignal 
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CHAP.    V. 

Count  Dohna  dif graced.  Wedel  fucceeds  him.  The  Ruffi- 
ans enter  Silefta.  Battle  of  Zulichau.  Ruffians  take 
Frankfort  on  the  Oder.  Gen.  Laudobn  joins  them.  King 
of  Pruffia  joins  Wedel.  Battle  of  Cunnerfdorf  King  of 
Pruffia  repaffes  the  Oder.  Soltikoff and  Daun  communi- 
cate. King  of  Pruffia  detaches  General  Wunfch  into 
Saxony.  Parallel  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  and  Prince  Fer- 
dinand of  Brunfwick. 

AS  the  King  of  Pruffia's  victory  at  Rofbach  had  given 
the  Hanoverians   an    opportunity   to  free  their  coun- 
try, it  might  be  expected  that  the  affair  at  Minden  would 

have 


fignal  of  their  appearance  ;    14  fail  on  the  Barb ary  fhore  to  the 
eaftward  of  Ceuta. 

I  got  under  fail  as  faft  as  poflible,  and  was  out  of  the  bay  be- 
fore ten,  with  1 4  fail  of  the  line,  the  Shannon  and  JEtna  firefhip. 
At  day  light  I  faw  the  Gibraltar,  and  foon   after  feven  fail  of 
large  ihips   lying  to  ;  but  on  our  not  anfwering  their  fignals, 
they  made  fail  from  us.     We  had  a  freih  gale,  and  came  up  with 
them  faft,  'till  about  noon,  when  it  fell  little  wind.     About  half 
an  hour  paft  two,  fome  of  the  headmoft  (hips  began  to  engage  ; 
but  I  could  not  get  up  to  the  Ocean  till  near  four.     In  about  half 
an  hour,  the  Namur's  mizen    mail  and  both    top-fail  yards  were 
fhot  away  :   the  enemy  then  made  all  the  fail  they  could.     I  (hift- 
ed    my  flag   to  the  Newark,  and   foon  after   the  Centaur  of  74 
guns  (truck.     I  purfued  all  night,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  19th, 
faw  only  four  fail  of  the  line  (landing  in  for  the  land,  (two  of  the 
bell  failors  having  altered   their  courfe  in  the  night).     We  were 
not  above  three  miles  from  them,  and  not  above  five  leagues  from 
the  ihore,  but  very  little  wind.  About  nine  the  Ocean  ran  amongft 
the  breakers,  and  the  three  others  anchored.     I  lent  the  Intrepid 
and  America  to  deftroy  the  Ocean.     Capt.   Pratten  having  an- 
chored, could  not  get  in  ;  but  Capt.  Kirk  performed  that  fer- 
vice  alone.     On  his  firft  firing  at   the  Ocean  (he  (Iruck.     Capt. 
Kirk  fent  his  officers  on  board.     M.  de  la  Clue  having  one   leg 
broke,  and  the  other  wounded,  had  been  landed  about  half  an 
hour  ;  but  they  found  the  Capt.  M.  Le  Comte  de  Came,  and  fe- 
veral  officers  and  men  on  board.     Capt.  Kirk,  after   taking  them 
out,  finding  it  impoflible  to  bring  the  (hip  off",  fet  her  on  fire. 

Capt. 
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have  ferved  to  free  his  Pruffian  majefty  from  fome  of  the 
numerous  armies  that  oppreffed  him.  But  as  this  battle 
was  fought  in  the  middle  of  the  feafon  for  a&ion,  and  as 
Munfter  frill  continued  in  the  poffeflion  of  the  French, 
Prince  Ferdinand  could  not  venture  at  that  time,  to  make 
any  detachment  from  his  army  in  the  King's  favour,  with- 
out rifquing  all  the  advantages  which  he  had  obtained  from 
his  victory.  The  King  of  Pruffia  was  therefore  left  alone 
to  ftruggle  with  the  Auftrians,  Ruffians,  Imperialifls,  and 
Swedes. 

The  Ruffians,  whofe  motions  governed  thofe  of  all  the 
other  armies,  left  their  camp  at  Pofna  in  Poland,  and  quit- 
ting the  Viftula,  drew  near  to  the  banks  of  the  Oder.  They 

were 


Capt.  Bentleyy  of  the  Warfpigbt,  was  ordered  againft  the  Teme- 
raire  of  74  guns;  and  brought  her  off  with  little  damage,  the 
officers  and  men  all  on  board.  At  the  fame  time  Vice-Admiral 
Broderick  with  his  divifion  burnt  the  Redoubtable,  her  officers  and 
men  having  quitted  her,  being  bulged  ;  and  brought  the  Modejie, 
fo   64  guns,  off  very  little  damaged. 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  their  lordfhips,  that  moft  of  his 
majefty's  fhips  under  my  command  failed  better  than  thofe  of  the 
enemy. 

Inclofed  I  fend  you  a  lift  of  the  French  fquadron,  found  on 
board  the  Modejie. 

Herewith  you  will  alfo  receive  the  number  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  on  board  his  majefty's  (hips,  referring  their  lordfhips  for 
further  particulars  to  Capt.  Buckle, 

Lift  of  the  French  Squadron  under  the  command  of  M.  de  la  Clue. 


Ships.         Guns. 
L'Ocean  80  burnt. 

Le  Redoutable  74  burnt. 
Le  Centaure  74  taken. 
Le  Souverain 
Le  Guerrier 
Le  Temeraire 
Le  Fantafque 
Le  Modefte 


74  efcaped. 
74  efcaped. 
74  taken. 
64  loft  comp 
64  taken 


Ships. 
Le  Lion 
Le  Triton 
Le  Fier 
L'  Oriflamme 
La  Chimere 
La  Mi  nerve 


Guns. 


64' 
64 
5° 
5° 
26 
24 


La  Gracieufe    24^ 


loft  compa- 
ny coming 
thro'  the 
Streights. 


In  this  engagement  the  EngUJh  had  36  men  killed,  and   196 
wounded. 
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were  under  the  command  of  a  Ruffian  nobleman,  Count 
Soltikoff.  Count  Dohna,  who  had  been  ordered  to  oppofe 
them,  faw  that  their  numbers  were  too  confiderable,  and 
their  pods  too  ftrong  to  be  attacked  with  any  profpect  of 
advantage,  fo  that  he  contented  himfelf  with  obferving  their 
motions,  and  haraffing  their  march.  This  conduct  feemed 
more  dilatory  and  timid  than  the  circumftances,  or  the  in- 
clinations of  the  King  could  bear.  He  is  faid  to  have  re- 
proached that  General  in  fo  fevere  a  manner,  for  a  conduct 
in  which  he  was  in  all  probability  very  juftifiable,  that  he 
took  the  firft  opportunity  to  refign  his  command,  and,  un- 
der the  pretence  of  recovering  his  health,  retired  to  Ber- 
lin. The  King  immediately  put  General  Wedel  into  his 
place,  with  pofitive  orders  to  engage  the  Ruffian  army  at 
all  events.  To  enable  him  to  obey  his  commands,  he  re- 
inforced him  with  feveral  detachments  from  his  own  army. 
The  pofitivenefs  of  the  King's  orders  on  this  occafion  may 
perhaps  be  cenfured  ;  but  it  muft  be  owned,  that  the  time 
required  a  courfe  next  to  defperate.  His  hereditary  domi- 
nions were  in  the  utmoft.  danger,  and  nothing  but  fome 
great  and  fortunate  ftroke  could  effectually  prevent  the 
junction  of  the  Auftrian  and  Ruffians  armies,  an  event 
which,  of  all  others,  he  had  the  greateft  reafon  to  dread. 

Fortified  in  fome  meafure  by  the  reinforcements  he  had 
received,  and  in  confequence  of  his  orders,  Gen.  Wedel 
refolved  to  attack  the  Ruffians  on  their  march. 
They  had  got  to  Zulichau  and  directed  their  July  23. 
courfe  to  Croflen  in  Silefia,  to  get  before  the  Pruf- 
fian  army,  and  to  make  good  the  paflage  of  the  Oder. 
The  fituation  of  the  Ruffians  was  very  advantageous  ;  port- 
ed upon  eminences,  defended  by  a  powerful  artillery,  and 
near  70,000  ftrong.  The  Pruffian  army  fell  fhort  of  30,000 ; 
and  they  had  greater  difadvantages  than  their  inferiority  of 
number  to  get  over.  They  had  a  bridge  to  pafs,  and  fuch 
a  narrow  defile  to  ftruggle  through,  that  fcarce  a  third  of  a 
battalion  could  march  in  front.  The  ground  was  fuch, 
that  the  cavalry  could  not  fupport  their  infantry.  Yet 
with  all  thefe  difficulties  the  attack  was  long  and  refolute. 
But  this  refolution  made  their  repulfe,  which  all  thefe  dif- 
advantages had  rendered  inevitable,  far  more  bloody  and 
diftrefsful.  Four  thoufand  feven  hundred  were  killed  or 
prifoners :  the  wounded  came  to  3000.  General  Wober- 
fnow3  an  officer  of  great  ability,  was  killed,  and  General 

Z    '  Manteuffel 
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Manteuffel  was  wounded.  The  PruiTians  were  obliged  to 
retire,  but  they  were  not  purfued,  and  they  paffed  the 
Oder  without  moleftation.  The  Ruffians  feized  upon  the 
towns  of  CrofTen  and  Frankfort  on  the  Oder. 

The  King  of  Pruflia,  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
had  never  hitherto  obtained  an  advantage  where  he  was 
not  personally  prefent.  His  prefence  now  became  more  ne- 
ceflarv  than  ever.  Since  the  action  at  Zulichau,  the  Ruffi- 
ans had  penetrated  a  confiderable  way  into  his  territories, 
and  had  taken  pofleffion  of  the  important  city  of  Frankfort 
upon  the  Oder.  He  therefore  marched  with  10,000  of  his 
befl  troops,  to  join  the  broken  army  of  Wedel,  in  order 
to  drive  this  formidable  and  determined  enemy  from  his 
country.  Prince  Henry  commanded  the  remainder  of  his 
army,  which  was  too  well  ported  to  fear  any  infult  during 
his  abfence.  The  eyes  of  all  were  fixed  upon  his  march, 
and  his  foldiers,  who  remembered  Zorndorf,  eagerly  long- 
ed to  try  their  ftrength  once  more  with  the  fame  anta- 
gonifts. 

M.  Daun  was  not  unapprifed  of  the  motions  of  the  Ruffi- 
ans, or  the  defigns  of  the  King  of  Pruflia.  He  knew  that 
the  great  fault  of  the  Ruffian  troops,  was  the  want  of  a  re- 
gular and  firm  cavalry,  which  might  be  depended  upon  in 
a  day  of  action.  This  defect  was  a  principal  caufe  of  their 
misfortune  at  Zorndorf  in  the  laft  year  ;  a  misfortune  which 
difconcerted  all  the  operations  of  that  campaign.  As  this 
was  the  only  want  which  the  Ruffians  were  under,  fo  it  was 
that  which  Daun  was  befl:  able  to  fupply  at  a  fhort  warning. 
With  this  view  he  fele£ted  about  12,000  of  his  horfe,  and 
there  is  no  better  horfe  than  that  of  the  Auftrians,  which 
with  about  8000  foot,  he  placed  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Laudohn,  one  of  the  ableft  officers  in  that  fervice. 
This  body  was  divided  into  two  columns,  one  of  which 
marched  through  Silefia,  and  the  other  through  Lufatia. 
By  extreme  good  fortune  and  conduct,  with  little  lofs  or 
oppofition,  they  both  joined  the  Ruffian  army,  and  were 
received  with  tranfports  of  joy. 

In  the  mean  time  the  King  of  Pruflia,  who  was  unable  to 

prevent  this    ftroke,    joined    General  Wedel  at 

Aug.  4.     Muhlrofe,  and  took  upon  him   the  command  of 

the  united  armies.     But  ftill   finding  himfelf  too 

weak  for  the  dccifive  action  he  was  preparing  to  attempt, 

he  recalled  General  Finck,  whom  he  had  fent  fome  time 

before 
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before  into  Saxony  with  nine  thoufand  men,  in  order  to  op- 
pofe  the  Imperialifts  in  that  country.  With  thefe  reinforce- 
ments he  was  not  able  to  raife  his  army  to  fifty  thoufand 
compleat.  That  of  the  Ruffians  fince  the  junction  of  Lau- 
dohn,  was  Upwards  of  ninety  thoufand.  They  had  befides, 
taken  a  poft,  which  they  had  fo  ftrongly  entrenched,  and 
defended  with  fuch  a  prodigious  number  of  cannon,  that  it 
was  extremely  difficult  and  hazardous  to  attempt  them, 
yet  under  thefe  accumulated  difadvantages,  it  was  absolute- 
ly neceflary  that  he  mould  fight.  The  detachments  from 
Count  Daun's  army  already  menaced  Berlin ;  Saxony, 
which  he  was  obliged  to  leave  expofed,  had  become  a  prey 
to  the  Imperialifts  ;  and  the  Ruffians  united  with  the  Au- 
ftrians,  encamped  before  his  eyes  in  Silefia,  the  befl:  and 
richeft  part  of  his  dominions.  In  fhort,  his  former  repu- 
tation, his  prefent  difficulties,  his  future  hopes,  every  mo- 
tive of  honour  and  of  fafety  demanded  an  engagement;  the 
campaign  haded  to  a  decifion,  and  it  was  evident  that  no- 
thing farther  could  be  done  by  marches  and  choice  of  pofts. 
The  fanguine  temper  of  other  generals  has  often  obliged 
them  to  fight  under  difadvantages ;  but  the  King  of  Pruffia's 
circumftances  were  fuch,  that  from  the  multitude  of  his  e- 
nemies,  he  was  neither  able  to  confult  times  nor  fituations, 
Rafhnefs  could  hardly  dictate,  any  thing  which  in  his  con- 
dition, would  not  have  been  recommended  by  prudence. 

When  the  attack  was  refolved,  the  King's  troops  put 
themfelves  in  motion  at  two  in  the  morning,  and 
having  formed  themfelves  in  a  wood,  advanced  Aug.  12. 
towards  the  enemy.  It  was  near  eleven  before 
the  a£tion  began.  The  principal  effort  of  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia  was  againft  the  left  wing  of  the  Ruffian  army.  He  be- 
gan according  to  their  ufual  method,  with  a  fierce  cannon^ 
ade,  which  having  had  the  effect  he  defired  from  it,  he 
attacked  that  wing  with  feveral  battalions  difpofed  in  co- 
lumns. 

The  Ruffian  entrenchments  were  forced  with  great 
(laughter.  Seventy-two  pieces  of  cannon  were  taken.  But 
ftill  there  was  a  defile  to  be  paffed,  and  feveral  redoubts  to 
be  mattered,  which  covered  the  village  of  Cunnerfdorf. 
Thefe  were  attacked  with  the  fame  refolution,  and  taken 
one  after  another.  The  enemy  made  another  ftand  at  the 
village,  and  endeavoured  to  preferve  their  ground  there, 
by  pufhing  forward   feveral   battalions  of  horfe  and  foot ; 

Z  Z  but 
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but  their  refiftance  there,  proved  not  more  effectual  than 
it  had  done  every  where  elfe  ;  they  were  driven  from  pofl 
to  pofl:,  quite  to  the  laft  redoubts.  For  upwards  of  fix 
hours  Fortune  favoured  the  Pruflians,  who  every  where 
broke  the  enemy,  with  an  unparallelled  (laughter.  They 
had  driven  them  from  almoft  all  the  ground  which  they 
had  occupied  before  the  battle,  they  had  taken  more  than 
half  their  artillery  ;  fcarce  any  thing  feemed  wanting  to  the 
mod  complete  decifion. 

The  King  in  thofe  circumftances  wrote  a  billet  to  the 
Queen  to  this  effect  ;  "  Madam,  we  have  beat  the  Rufli- 
"  ans  from  their  entrenchments.  In  two  hours  expect  to 
cc  hear  of  a  glorious  victory."  This  news  arrived  at  Ber- 
lin, juft  as  the  pofl:  was  going  out,  and  the  friends  of  the 
King  of  Pruflia  throughout  Europe,  exulted  in  a  certain 
conclufive  victory.  Mean  time,  Fortune  was  preparing  for 
him  a  terrible  reverfe. 

The  enemy,  defeated  in  almoft  every  quarter,  found 
their  left  wing,  mattered  as  it  was,  to  be  more  entire  than 
any  other  part  of  the  army.  Count  Soltikoff  therefore  af- 
fembled  the  remains  of  his  right,  and  gathering  as  many  as 
he  could  from  the  centre,  reinforced  that  wing,  and  made 
a  (land  at  a  redoubt  which  had  been  erected  on  an  advan- 
tageous eminence,  in  a  place  called  The  Jews  burying 
ground.  Nothing  was  wanting  to  finifh  matters  in  favour 
of  the  King,  but  to  drive  the  Ruflians  from  this  their  lafl: 
hope.  But  this  enterprize  was  difficult.  It  is  confidently 
faid,  that  the  Pruflian  generals  were  unanimous  in  opinion, 
that  they  fhould  not  endeavour  at  that  time  to  pufh  any  fur- 
ther the  advantages  they  had  obtained.  They  reprefented 
to  the  King,  that  the  enemy  was  ftill  very  numerous,  their 
artillery  considerable,  and  the  pofl  which  they  occupied  of 
great  Strength  ;  that  his  brave  troops,  who  had  been  en- 
gaged for  fo  long  a  time,  in  the  fevereft  action,  perhaps, 
ever  known,  and  in  one  of  the  hotteft  days  ever  felt,  were 
too  much  exhaufted  for  a  new  attempt ;  an  attempt  of  fuch 
extreme  difficulty,  as  might  daunt  even  troops  that  were 
quite  frefh.  That  the  advantage  he  gained  would  be  as  de- 
cifive  in  its  confequences  as  that  at  Zorndorf ;  and  whilft 
the  enemy  filled  the  gazettes  of  their  party,  with  frivolous 
difputes  of  the  field  of  battle,  he  would  be  reaping,  as  he 
did  then,  all  the  effects  of  an  unqueftioned  victory.  That 
*be  enemy  would  be  obliged  to  retire  immediately  into  Po- 
land, 
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land,  and  to  leave  him  at  liberty  to  aft  in  other  quarters, 
where  his  prefence  was  full  as  neceffary. 

Thefe  reafons  were  very  cogent ;  and  for  a  few  moments 
they  feemed  to  have  fome  weight  with  the  King.  But  his 
character  foon  determined  him  to  a  contrary  refolution.  He 
could  not  bear  to  be  a  conqueror  by  halves.  One  effort 
more  was  alone  wanting  to  that  victory,  which  would  free 
him  for  ever  from  the  adverfary,  which  had  leaned  heavieft 
on  him  during  the  whole  war. 

Once  more  he  put  all  to  the  hazard.  His  infantry,  ftill 
refolute,  and  fupported  by  their  late  fuccefs,  were  readily 
brought  to  aft:  again.  They  drew  on  their  bodies  fainting' 
with  heat  and  labour  to  a  new  attack.  But  the  enterprize 
was  beyond  their  ftrength.  The  fituation  of  the  enemy  was 
impregnable  ;  and  their  artillery,  which  began  to  be  fupe- 
rior  to  that  of  the  Pruffians,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of 
the  ground,  which  made  it  impofiible  for  the  latter  to  bring 
up  any  other  than  a  few  fmall  pieces,  repulled  thefe  feeble 
battalions  with  a  great  (laughter.  With  an  aftonifhing,  per- 
haps, with  a  blameable  perfeverance,  the  Pruflian  infantry 
was  brought  to  a  fecond  attack,  and  were  a  fecond  time 
repulfed,  and  with  a  lofs  greater  than  at  firft.  Thefe  ef- 
forts being  unfuccefsful,  the  affair  was  put  to  the  cavalry. 
They  made  redoubled,  but  ufelefs  attacks ;  the  horfes  were 
fpent,  as  well  as  thofe  they  carried. 

It  was  juft  at  that  time,  when  the  Pruflian  horfe  was 
wafted  by  thefe  unfuccefsful  efforts,  that  the  greatefl  part 
of  the  Ruffian,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  Auftrian  cavalry, 
which  had  been  hitherto  quite  inactive,  and  which  was 
therefore  quite  frelh,  rufhed  down  upon  them,  broke  them 
to  pieces,  forced  them  back  upon  their  foot,  and  threw  the 
whole  into  irreparable  diforder.  The  whole  army  was  feiz- 
ed  with  a  panic  ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  thofe  troops,  fo 
lately  victorious  and  irrefiftabie,  were  totally  difperfed  and 
defeated.  The  King  did  every  thing  to  reftore  the  field, 
hazarding  his  perfon,  even  beyond  his  former  daring,  and 
prodigal  of  a  life,  which  he  feemed  to  think,  ought  not  to 
be  feparated  from  conqueft.  Thrice  he  led  on  his  troops 
to  the  charge  ;  two  horfes  were  killed  under  him  ;  feveral 
balls  were  in  his  cloaths.  The  efforts  of  (kill,  courage,  and 
defpair,  were  made,  and  proved  ineffectual ;  a  fingle  error 
outweighed  them  all.  Scarcely  a  general,  hardly  an  inferior 
officer  in  the  army  was  without  fome  wound.  That  of  Ge- 
neral 
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neral  Seidlitz  was  particularly  unfortunate ;  for  to  that 
wound,  the  failure  of  the  horfe  which  he  commanded,  was 
principally  attributed.  It  was  to  the  fpirijt  and  conduct  of 
this  able  officer,  that  a  great  part  of  the  fuccefs  at  Zorndorf 
was  owing,  in  the  laft  campaign.  It  is  known,  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  a  feafonable  movement  of  the  horfe,  the 
whole  Pruflian  army  had  then  been  in  great  danger  of  a 
defeat. 

The  night,  and  the  prudent  ufe  of  fome  eminences, 
which  were  defended  as  well  as  circumftances  would  admit, 
preferved  the  Pruflian  army  from  total  deffcruclion.  How- 
ever, this  lofs  was  far  greater  than  any  which  they  had  fuf- 
tained  from  the  beginning  of  the  war.  All  their  cannon 
was  taken,  the  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners,  by  the  moft 
favourable  accounts,  were  near  twenty  thoufand.  Gene- 
ral Putkammer  was  killed  on  the  fpot.  Thefe  generals 
whofe  names  are  fo  diftinguifhed  in  this  war,  Itzenplitz, 
Hulfen,  Finck,  Wedel,  and  Seidlitz,  were  among  the 
wounded  ;  as  was  the  Prince  of  Wurtenburg,  and  five  ma- 
jor generals.  The  enemy  could  not  have  fewer  thati  ten 
thoufand  killed  on  their  fide.  For  hardly  ever  was  a  more 
bloody  battle. 

When  the  King  of  Pruflia  found  himfelf  obliged  to  quit 
the  field,  he  fent  another  difpatch  to  the  Queen,  exprefTed 
in  this  manner,  "  Remove  from  Berlin  with  the  royal  fa- 
'*  mily.  Let  the  archives  be  carried  to  Potzdam.  The 
u  town  may  make  conditions  with  the  enemy.''  We 
mould  in  vain  attempt  to  draw  the  picture  of  the  court  and 
city,  on  the  receipt  of  fuch  news  in  the  midft  of  the  joy, 
which  they  indulged  for  that  which  they  had  received  but 
a  few  hours  before.  The  terror  was  increafed  by  the  indi- 
ftincl:  relation  that  foon  followed,  which  gave  them  only 
to  underftand,  that  their  army  was  totally  routed ;  that 
there  was  no  account  of  the  King,  and  that  a  Ruffian  army 
was  advancing  to  take  poffeflion  of  their  city. 

The  day  after  the  battle,  the  King  of  PrufTia  repaffed 
the  Oder,  and  encamped  at  Retwein.  From  thence  he 
moved  to  Fuftenwalde,  and  placed  himfelf  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  the  Ruffians  did  not  venture  to  make  any  attempt 
upon  Berlin.  He  continually  watched  their  army  ;  a  part 
of  which,  in  (lead  of  turning  towards  Brandenburgh,  march- 
ed into  Lufatia,  where  it  joined  that  of  the  Auftrians.  Here 
the  victorious  General  Soltikoff,  for  the  fir  ft  time,  met  M. 

Daun, 
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Daun,  and  amidft  rejoicings  and  congratulations,  confulted 
about  the  meafures  for  improving  their  fuccefs. 

The  Ruffian  and  Auftrian  armies  thus  united,  fcarce 
feemed  from  their  ftrength  and  their  victories,  to  have  any- 
other  deliberation  left,  than  of  what  part  of  the  Pruffian 
dominions  they  mould  take  poileffion.  The  King  was  twice 
defeated  with  a  vafl  lofs.  He  was  cut  off  from  all  commu- 
nication with  the  army  of  his  brother  Prince  Henry  ;  yet 
to  the  aftonifhment  of  all  the  world,  the  fuperior,  the  vic- 
torious and  united  army  acted  upon  the  defenfive,  and  were 
curbed  in  all  their  motions,  and  fruftrated  in  all  their  de- 
figns,  by  the  inferior,  the  beated  and  divided.  Nothing 
ever  {hewed  the  genius  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  more  fully, 
than  his  conduct  after  the  battle  of  Cunnerfdorf.  In  a  few 
days  after  fo  terrible  a  defeat,  every  thing  was  in  order  in 
his  camp.  He  fupplied  the  lofs  of  his  artillery  from  his 
ftores  in  Berlin.  He  recalled  General  Kleift,  with  about 
five  thoufand  men  from  Pomerania  ;  in  prefence  of  two  fuch 
armies  as  thofe,  of  M.  Daun  and  Count  Soltikoff,  he  de- 
tached fix  thoufand  men  from  his  fmall  body,  to  the  relief 
of  Saxony,  where  the  army  of  the  Empire  had  availed  itfelf 
of  his  abfence,  to  reduce  the  whole  country.  Hall,  Wit- 
temberg,  Leipfic,  Torgau,  and  at  laft  Drefden  itfelf,  had 
opened  their  gates  to  the  Imperialists.  With  the  remain- 
der of  his  troops,  he  put  himfelf  between  the  Ruffians  and 
Great  Glogau,  covered  that  city,  which  was  the  object  of 
the  enemy's  defigns,  and  faw  them  foon  after,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  two  victories,  obliged  to  return  again  into 
Poland  ;  and  to  leave  him  free  for  the  reft  of  the  campaign. 

What  was  done  by  the  King  of  Pruffia  fince  that  time, 
will  be  the  fubject  of  another  chapter  ;  after  we  have  re- 
lated the  proceedings  of  the  Englilli  and  French  in  America, 
to  which  the  order  of  time  directs  our  prefent  attention. 
But  we  cannot  difmifs  the  affairs  of  Germany,  in  which 
two  fuch  battles  as  thofe  of  Minden  and  Cunnerfdorf  were 
fought,  with  events  fo  different  for  the  common  caufe, 
without  obferving  fomething  concerning  the  two  general? 
who  conducted  them. 

They  are  certainly  in  reputation  the  firft  in  Europe, 
which  probably  never  produced  two  greater  men  ;  though 
they  differ  as  much  in  their  characters,  and  in  the  kind  of 
talents  they  poffefs,  as  they  agree  in  the  greatnefs  of  their 
abilities  for  war.     The  King  of  Pruffia,  rapid,  vehement, 

impatient 
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impatient,  often  gives  decifive  blows ;  but  he  often  mifles 
his  ftroke,  and  wounds  himfelf.  Prince  Ferdinand  is  cool, 
deliberate,  exacl:,  and  guarded  ;  he  fees  every  poflible  ad- 
vantage, he  takes  it  at  the  moment,  purfues  it  as  far  as  it 
will  go  ;  but  never  attempts  to  pufh  it  further.  Nothing 
in  the  man  difturbs  the  commander.  In  him,  we  do  not 
fee  a  perfon  who  is  a  great  foldier  ;  it  is  the  idea  of  a  per- 
fect General ;  it  is  a  general  in  the  abftra<St.  Ferdinand 
fuflfers  his  temper  to  be  guided  by  his  bufinefs.  He  never 
precipitates  matters  ;  he  takes  them  in  their  order  and  their 
courfe,  and  trufts  nothing  to  fortune.  The  King  on  the 
other  hand,  leads,  and  even  forces  circumftances ;  he  does 
not  endeavour  to  remove  but  to  over-leap  obftacles ;  he 
puts  all  to  the  rifque ;  and  by  fuffering  Fortune  to  play  her 
part  in  his  defigns,  he  acquires  a  fplendor  and  eclat  in  his 
actions,  which  mere  wifdom  could  never  give  him.  Prince 
Ferdinand  is  famous  for  never  committing  a  fault.  The 
King  of  Pruflia  is  above  all  the  world,  in  repairing  thofe 
he  has  committed.  Like  fome  of  the  great  matters  in 
writing,  when  ever  he  makes,  or  feems  to  make  a  mif- 
take,  it  is  a  fignal  to  the  obferver,  to  prepare  for  fome 
great  and  admirable  ftroke  of  fpirit  and  conduct.  His  er- 
rors feem  to  be  fpurs  to  his  abilities.  He  commits  an  er- 
ror, he  repairs  it  ;  he  errs  again  ;  and  again  aftonifhes 
us  by  his  manner  of  efcaping.  We  mould  often  condemn 
the  commander,  but  that  we  are  always  forced  to  admire 
the  hero. 

CHAP.    VI. 

Plan  of  the  campaign  in  North  America.  Three  expeditions. 
Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  abandoned.  Colonel  Town- 
fiend  killed.  Expedition  to  Niagara.  Colonel  Prideaux 
killed.  Sir  William  Johnfon  defeats  the  French.  Takes 
Fort  Niagara.     Confequences  of  this. 

TH  E  theatre  of  our  operations  in  America,  is  of  fuch  a 
vaft  extent,  that  if  v/e  had  perfevered  in  the  courfe 
we  purfued  for  fome  time,  in  attacking  but  one  place  at 
once,  the  war  would  inevitably  be  fpun  out  to  an  extreme 
length,  without  bringing  on  any  thing  decifive  ;  and  it 
would  have  rendered  our  natural  fuperiority  of  little  ufe, 
by  fuffering  the  French  to  collect,  as  they  had  hitherto 

done, 
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done,  their  ffrength  into  one  fingle  point,  which  enabled 
them  to  contend  with  us,  with  a  force  fufficient  for  the 
fervice  in  that  country.  This  year  another  method  was 
followed.  It  was  propofed  to  attack  the  French  in  all 
their  ffrong  ports  at  once  ;  to  fall  as  nearly  as  pofTible 
at  the  fame  time  upon  Crown  Point,  Niagara,  and  the 
forts  to  the  fouth  of  Lake  Erie,  whilft  a  great  naval  ar- 
mament, and  a  confiderable  body  of  land  forces  mould 
attempt  Quebec,  by  the  River  St.  Lawrence. 

This  plan  was  very  advifable,  as  it  tended  to  weaken, 
by  diffracting  the  refiftance  of  the  enemy,  and  whilft  we 
adhered  to  it,  it  was  clearly  impofTible  for  the  French  to 
maintain  their  ground  in  any  of  thofe  places  which  were 
attacked,  without  very  weakly  defending,  or  even  defert- 
ing  fome  of  the  others  ;  and  if,  by  the  means  of  fuch 
diverfions,  any  of  thofe  places  mould  fall  into  our  hands, 
the  campaign  could  not  be  faid  to  be  fpent  to  no  purpofe. 
But  befides  the  end  in  diffracting  the  enemy's  defence, 
there  was  another  propofed  of  no  lefs  confequence  ;  which 
was  to  make  a  concurrence  in  all  the  various  operations,  fo 
that  whilft  tbey  divided  the  enemy,  they  might  mutually 
fupport  one  another. 

General  Amhe.rft,  who  commanded  the  American  forces 
in  chief,  with  the  moft  confiderable  body,  amounting,  in 
regulars  and  provincials,  to  about  twelve  thoufand  men, 
was  to  attack  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  by  Lake- 
George  ;  the  reduction  of  thofe  forts  would  naturally  lay 
open  the  Lake  Champlain,  where,  having  eftablifhed  a 
fufficient  naval  force,  he  was  by  the  River  Sorel,  which 
forms  the  communication  between  this  Lake  and  the  great 
River  St.  Lawrence,  to  proceed  directly  to  Quebec,  the 
capital  of  Canada.  Here  he  was  to  make  a  junction  with 
General  Wolfe  and  Admiral  Saunders,  who  having  entered 
the  River  St.  Lawrence  at  the  oppofite  quarter,  would  pro- 
bably have  commenced  the  fiege  of  Quebec,  by  the  time 
that  General  Amherft  might  find  it  practicable  to  join 
them.  It  was  not  doubted,  that  if  this  junction  could  be 
effected,  the  reduction  of  that  city  would  follow  of  courfe. 

The  third  of  the  grand  operations  was  againft  the  fort, 
near  the  Fall  of  Niagara  ;  a  place  of  very  great  confequence 
both  in  war  and  in  peace.  The  reduction  of  this  was  com- 
mitted to  Brigadier  General  Prideaux,  under  whom  Sir 
William  Johnfon  commanded  the  provincials  of  New  York, 

A  a  and 
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and  feveral  Indians  of  the  Five  Nations,  who  were  engaged 
in  our  fervice  by  the  credit  that  gentleman  had  obtained  a- 
mong  their  tribes. 

The  object  of  this  operation  lay  too  remote  from  the  o- 
thers,  to  expect,  with  any  great  confidence,  that  they 
could  be  amfted  by  its  fuccefs  in  any  other  manner  than  by 
weakening  the  enemy's  forces.  However  it  was  hoped, 
that  if  they  mould  be  fortunate  enough  to  take  Niagara, 
early  in  the  feafon,  the  troops  might  be  embarked  on  the 
Lake  Ontario,  and  finding  no  longer  any  obftru&ion  from 
Fort  Frontenac,  which  was  deftroyed  laft  year,  might  fall 
down  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  and  poffibly  either  make 
themfelves  mailers  of  Montreal,  or  by  their  approach 
at  leaft,  draw  fuch  a  force  to  that  part,  as  greatly  to  faci- 
litate our  defigns  upon  Quebec  and  Crown  Point.  But  if 
this  fcheme,  in  addition  to  its  own  end,  mould  not  facili- 
tate either  of  the  other  two  capital  undertakings,  it  would 
probably,  as  it  was  the  moil:  important  place  the  French 
had  in  that  part  of  the  world,  draw  all  the  troops  they  had 
upon  the  Lakes  to  attempt  its  relief,  which  would  leave 
the  fcrt,  on  thofe  Lakes  expofed  to  a  fourth,  though  infe- 
rior expedition,  which  was  made  againft  them,  under  Ge- 
neral Stanwix.     In  reality,  it  afterwards  had  that  effect. 

The  army  under  General  Amherft.  was  the  firit  in  mo- 
tion. The  Lake  George,  or,  as  the  French  call  it,  Lake 
Sacrament,  is  a  long,  but  in  proportion,  narrow  water,  a- 
bout  forty  miles  in  length,  and  enclofed  on  either  fide  with 
mar  my  grounds.  This  communicates  by  another  long  and 
very  narrow  flreight  with  Lake  Champlain.  This  ftreight 
is  fecured  at  each  fide  by  a  fort ;  that  to  the  fide  of  Lake 
George,  is  called  Ticonderoga  ;  that  to  the  Champlain 
Lake,  is  called  Fort  Frederick,  or  Crown  Point ;  both 
extremely  ftrong  in  their  fituation  ;  and  the  former  of  which 
had  repulfed  our  troops  with  a  very  confiderable  daughter, 
as  has  been  related  amongft  the  events  of  the  lafl  year. 

General  Amherft,  after  he  had  pafled  Lake  George,  ar- 
rived with  very  little  oppofition  from  the  enemy  before  Ti- 
conderoga ;  at  firft  the  French  made  fome  appearance,  as 
if  they  meant  to  defend  the  place  ;  but  as  they  knew  the 
ftrength  of  our  forces,  as  they  faw  that  the  preparations 
for  the  attack  were  making  with  as  much  judgment  as  vi- 
gour, and  as  the  enterprize  which  was  preparing  againft 
Quebec,  did  not  leave  them  a  force  fo  confiderable  as  they 

had 
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had  there  in  the  preceding  campaign,  they  abandoned  their 


fort  in  the  night,  having  damaged  it  as  much  as 


Ju»y 


they  could,  and  retired  to  Crown  Point. 

General  Amherfl  immediately  fet  himfelf  about  repair- 
ing the  fortifications  of  this  port,  which  effectually  fecured 
the  Lake  George ;  covered  our  colonies,  and  was  of  fuch 
vaft  importance,  to  enable  him  to  pufh  forward  his  offen- 
five  operations,  or  to  favour  his  retreat,  in  cafe  of  a  re- 
verfe  of  fortune.  The  only  lofs  of  any  confequence  which 
the  Englifh  army  furfered,  in  making  this  valuable  acquifi- 
tion,  was  the  death  of  Colonel  Townfend,  who  was  killed 
in  reconnoitring,  by  a  fhot  from  the  fort.  The  fteady 
bravery,  the  promising  genius,  and  the  agreeable  manners 
of  this  officer,  caufed  this  lofs  to  be  confidered  as  a  very 
great  one.  They  compared  this  melancholy  event  with 
the  death  of  Lord  Howe  ;  they  remembered  how  much 
thefe  young  foldiers  refembled  each  other,  both  in  their 
virtues,  and  in  the  circumftances  of  their  fate.  Both  dear 
to  the  troops,  and  having  both  loft  their  lives  on  an  expe- 
dition againft  this  place. 

Although  the  general  had  reafon  to  imagine,  that  the 
fame  reafons  which  had  induced  the  enemy  to  abandon 
their  fort  and  lines  at  Ticonderoga,  would  perfuade  them 
alfo  to  relinquifh  Crown  Point ;  he  took  all  his  meafures 
with  the  fame  care,  as  if  he  expected  an  obftinate  defence 
at  the  fort,  and  an  attempt  to  furprize  him  on  his  march, 
He  remembered  how  fatal  fecurity  had  proved  to  us,  in  tbrat 
part  of  the  world  upon  many  occafions. 

The  French  abandoned  the  fort  as  it  had  been  forefeen. 
The  general  retired  with  about  three  thoufand  five  hundred 
men  to  the  bottom  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  ported  himfelf 
at  the  ifland  called  Hie  du  Noix.  He  was  ftill  pretty  ftrong 
on  the  lake,  having  feveral  armed  boats  and  Hoops,  with 
which  he  hoped  to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  the  Englifh  into 
the  interior  parts  of  Canada.  General  Amherft,  as  foon  as 
he  had  taken  poffefiion  of  Crown  Point,  ufed  every  « 
endeavour  to  attain  a  naval  fuperiority  on  the  lake,  °*  r 
and  in  the  mean  time  began  to  fortify  this  poft,  as  he  had 
that  at  Ticonderoga.  To  this  time  the  French  were  actu- 
ally eftablifhed  in  the  heart  of  our  territories ;  fo  that  dur- 
ing a  war  of  three  years,  we  had  in  effect  been  only  acting 
on  the  defenfive.  It  was  on  the  day  on  which  Mr.  Am- 
herft took  pofleffion  of  Crown  Point,  that  he  received  the 

A  a   2  agreeable 
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agreeable  news  of  the  reduction  of  Niagara,  by  the  troops 
under  Sir  William  Johnfon  ;  and  he  had  the  pleafure  and 
encouragement  of  feeing  two  of  the  great  objects  of  the 
campaign  accomplifhed,  whilft  he  prepared  himfelf  to 
co-operate  in  the  accomplifhrnent  of  the  third,  which  was 
to  be  decifive  of  the  whole.  The  body  which  had  been 
appointed  for  Niagara,  urder  General  Prideaux,  without 
any  accident  arrived  at  the  fort,  which  lies  at  the  bottom 
of  the  lake,  towards  the  fouth-weft  (a). 

This 


(a)  Sir  William  'Johnfon  s  Letter  to  Major-General  Amherjl,  on  his 
Conqueft  of  the  Fort  at  Niagara,   25th   July,   1759. 

S  I  R, 

I  Have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  by  lieutenant  Moncrieff,  Ni- 
agara furrendered  to  his  majefty's  arms  the  25th  inftant.  A 
detachment  of  1200  men,  with  a  number  of  Indians,  under  the 
command  of  MefTrs.  Aubry  and  de  Lignery,  collected  from  Detroi, 
Venango,  and  Prefque  Ifle,  made  an  attempt  to  reinforce  the  gar- 
rifon,  the  24th  in  the  morning  ;  but  as  I  had  intelligence  of  them, 
I  made  a  difpofition  to  intercept  them.  The  evening  before,  I 
ordered  the  light  infantry  and  picquets  to  take  poft  on  the  road 
upon  our  left,  leading  from  Niagara  Falls  to  the  fort :  In  the 
morning,  I  reinforced  thefe  with  two  companies  of  grenadiers, 
and  part  of  the  46th  regiment.  The  action  began  about  half  an 
hour  after  nine  j  but  they  were  fo  well  received  by  the  troops  in 
front,  and  the  Indians  on  their  flank,  that,  in  an  hour's  time,  the 
whole  was  compleatly  ruined,  and  all  their  officers  made  prifo- 
ners,  among  whom  are  Monf.  Aubry,  De  Lignery,  Marin,  Re~ 
pentini,  &c.  to  the  number  of  !  7.  I  cannot  afcertain  the  num- 
ber of  killed,  they  are  fo  difperied  among  the  woods,  but  their 
lofs  is  great. 

As  this  happened  under  the  eyes  of  the  garrifon,  I  thought 
proper  to  fend  my  laft  fummons  to  the  commanding  officer  for  his 
furrendering,  which  he  liftened  to.  M.  Moncrieff  will  inform 
you  of  the  ftate  of  our  ammunition  and  provifions  :  I  hope  care 
will  be  taken  to  forward  an  immediate  fupply  of  both  to  Ofiuego, 
As  the  troops  that  were  defeated  yefterday  were  drawn  from  thofe 
pofts,  which  lie  in  General  Stanivix's  route,  lam  in  hopes  it  will 
be  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  expedition. 
The  public  ftores  of  the  garrifon,  that  can  be  faved  from  the 
Indians,  I  fhall  order  the  afiiftant  quarter-mafter-general,  and  the 
clerk  to  take  an  account  of,  as  foon  as  pollibJe. 

As 
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This  is  without  exception,  the  mod  important  poft  in 
America,  and  fecures  the  greateft  number  of  communica- 
tions. For  it  is  fituated  at  the  very  entrance  of  a  ftreight, 
by  which  the  Lake  Ontario  is  joined  to  that  of  Erie,  which 
is  connected  with  the  other  three  great  feas  of  frefh  water, 
by  the  courfe  of  the  vaft  river  St.  Lawrence,  which  runs 
through  them  all,  and  carries  off  their  fuperfluous  waters 
to  the  ocean.  A  little  above  the  fort,  is  the  cataract  of 
Niagara,  which  is  efteemed  the  moil  remarkable  in  the 
world,  for  the  quantity  of  water,  and  the  greatnefs  of  the 
fall.  This  fall  would  interrupt  the  commerce  between  the 
lakes,  but  for  a  road  which  the  French  have  made  up  the 
hilly  country  that  lies  up  the  ftreight ;  fo  that  there  is  here 
a  good  carrying-place,  and  not  very  tedious  ;  for  after  a 
portage  of  about  eight  miles,  you  reimbark  again,  and  pro- 
ceed without  any  interruption  to  the  Lake  Erie. 

As  the  great  communication  of  thofe  who  go  by  water 
is  along  this  ftreight,  and  carrying  place,  fo  thofe  who  tra- 
vel by  land,  are  obliged  to  crofs  it.  The  lakes  are  fo  dif- 
pofed,  that  without  a  fomewhat  hazardous  voyage,  the  In- 
dians cannot  any  otherwife  pafs  from  the  north-weft  to  the 
fouth-eaft  parts  of  North- America,  for  many  hundred  miles. 
The  fort  of  Niagara,  thus  naturally  commands  all  the  Five 
Nations,  and  all  thofe  Indian  tribes  that  lie  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  lakes,  as  well  as  thofe  that  are  fcattered  along 
the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  Ouabache,  and  Miftifippi,  and  ac- 
cording as  it  is  pofleffed  by  the  Englifh  or  the  French, 
connects  or  disjoints  the  colonies  of  Canada  and  Louifiana, 
protects  or  lays  open  our  own,  and  is  in  all  refpe£b  of  fo 
much  confequence,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  perfons,  the 
mod  converfant  in  American  bufmefs,  that  this  attempt 
ought  to  have  been  made  much  earlier  ;  and,  that  if  fuch 
an  attempt,  made  at  fuch  a  time,  had  fucceeded,  it  would 
have  contributed  very  much  to  the  fecurity  of  thofe  parts 

of 

As  all  my  attention  at  preient  is  taken  up  with  the  Indians,  that 
the  capitulation  I  have  agreed  to  may  be  obferved,  your  Excel- 
lency will  excufe  my  not  being  more  particular. 

Permit  me  to  allure  you,  in  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  liege, 
which  was  fevere  and  painful,  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with 
the  utmoit  chearfuinefs  and  bravery.  I  have  only  to  regret  the 
Iofs  of  General  Prideaux  and  Colonel  John/on.  I  endeavoured 
to  purfue  the  late  General's  vigorous  meafures,  the  good  effects 
of  which  he  deferved  to  enjoy.  W.  JOHNSON. 
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of  our  colonies,  which  were  the  mofl  expofed,  and  would 
have,  at  the  fame  time,  greatly  facilitated  all  our  ofFenfive 
meaiures,  and  fhortened  the  war. 

From  the  time  that  the  French  were  acquainted  with 
this  place,  they  were  fully  pofTefled  with  an  opinion  of  its 
importance,  both  with  regard  to  commerce,  and  to  domi- 
nion. They  made  feveral  attempts  to  eflablifh  themfelves 
here  ;  but  the  Indians  who  feemed  more  fenfible  of  the  con- 
sequences than  we  were,  conftantly  oppofed  it.  They 
obliged  them  to  relinquifh  a  fort  which  they  had  built,  and 
guarded  this  fpot  for  a  long  time,  with  a  very  fevere  and 
prudent  jealoufy. 

But  whilfl  we  neglected,  confiding  in  our  ftrength,  to  cul- 
tivate the  friendfhip  of  the  Indians,  the  French,  fenfible  of 
their  weaknefs,  omitted  no  endeavour  to  gain  thefe  favage 
people  to  their  interefts,  and  they  prevailed  at  laft,  under  the 
name  of  a  trading  houfe,  to  erect  a  ftrong  fort  at  the  mouth 
of  the  freight,  on  the  very  bed:  harbour,  not  only  on  this, 
but  on  any  of  the  lakes  ;  an  harbour  which  is  fafe  from  e- 
very  wind,  and  open  for  the  whole  year.  A  French  officer, 
an  able  and  enterprifing  man,  had  been  a  prifoner  among 
the  Iroquois  for  a  long  time,  and  having,  according  to  their 
cuftom,  been  naturalized,  he  grew  extremely  popular  a- 
mongfl  them,  and  at  laft  acquired  his  liberty.  He  com- 
municated to  the  then  Governor  of  Canada,  the  plan  of  an 
eftabliihment  at  Niagara,  and  he  himfelf  undertook  to  exe- 
cute it.  He  returned  amongft  the  Iroquois,  and  pretending 
great  love  for  their  nation,  which  was  now  his  own,  told 
them,  that  he  would  gladly  come  to  make  frequent  vifits 
to  his  brethren  ;  but  it  was  proper  for  that  pur-pofe,  that 
they  mould  allow  him  to  build  an  houfe,  where  he  might 
live  at  eafe,  and  according  to  his  own  manner  :  at  the  fame 
time,  he  propofed  to  them,  advantages  in  trade  from  th.15 
eftablimment.  A  requeft,  which  feemed  a  compliment  to 
thofe  to  whom  it  was  made,  was  readily  granted.  The 
houfe  was  built.  By  degrees  this  houfe  extended  itfelf ;  it 
was  itrengthened  by  various  additions ;  and  it  grew  at  laft 
to  a  regular  fortrefs,  which  has  ever  fince  awed  the  Five 
Nations,  and  checked  our  colonies. 

The  fiege  of  this  place  had  not  been  long  formed,  before 
T  ,  t  General  Prideaux  was  killed  in  the  trenches,   by 

J    *  the  burfling  of  a  cohorn.  As  foon  as  this  accident 

happened,  which  threatened  to  throw  a  damp  on  the  ope- 
ration s% 
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rations,  an  exprefs  was  fent  to  General  Amherft,  who  al- 
ways attentive  to  the  fervice,  loft  no  time  to  fend  an  offi- 
cer of  character  to  command  in  his  place.  But  the  com- 
mand, which  in  the  interim  devolved  upon  Sir  William 
Johnfon,  could  not  have  been  better  beftowed.  He  omit- 
ted nothing  to  continue  the  vigorous  meafures  of  the  late 
General,  and  added  to  them,  every  thing  his  own  genius 
could  fuggeft.  Refpected  by  the  regular  troops,  dear  to 
the  provincials,  almoft  adored  by  the  Indians,  pofleffed  of 
that  genius  for  acquiring  popularity  amongft  all  kinds  of 
men,  and  that  versatile  difpofition,  which  we  fo  feldom  fee 
united  with  difintereftednefs  and  integrity,  he  employed 
thofe  talents  folely  for  the  benefit  of  his  country.  The 
troops,  remembering,  that  it  was  under  that  General, 
the  firft  advantage  had  been  obtained  over  the  French, 
pufhed  on  the  fiege  with  fo  much  alacrity,  that  in  a  few 
days,  they  had  brought  their  approaches  within  an  hundred 
yards  of  the  covered  way. 

The  French  were  alarmed  at  the  imminent  danger  of  this 
Interefling  place.  They  therefore  collected  all  the  regular 
troops  and  provincials,  which  they  could  draw  from  all  their 
pofts  about  the  lakes,  and  to  thofe  joined  a  large  body  of 
lavages,  in  order  to  give  the  Englim  battle,  and  to  raife  the 
fiege.     They  amounted  in  all  to  1 700  men. 

When  General  Johnfon  was  apprized  of  their  approach, 
he  ordered  his  light  infantry,  fupported  byfome  grenadiers 
and  regular  foot,  to  take  poft  on  the  road  to  his  left,  by 
which  the  French  were  to  take  their  route.  He  placed  his 
Indians  on  his  flanks.  Whilft  he  took  meafures  to  receive 
the  French,  who  came  to  relieve  the  place,  he  polled  a 
ftrong  body,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  fecure  his  trenches 
from  any  attempt  of  the  garrifon  during  an  engagement. 

In  this  difpofition  he  waited  to  receive  the  ene-  T  « 
my.  At  nine  in  the  morning  the  engagement  be-  J  d  '  r  * 
gan,  by  a  violent  and  horrid  fcream  of  the  enemy' s  favages, 
according  to  their  barbarous  cuftom.  It  was  this  fcream, 
perhaps  the  mod  horrid  found  that  can  be  imagined,  which 
is  faid  to  have  (truck  a  panick  into  the  troops  of  General 
Braddock,  and  was  one  of  the  principal  caufes  of  that  de- 
feat, by  which  our  endeavours  in  America  were  fo  long 
fruftrated ;  but  on  this  occafion,  it  had  no  effect.  The  e- 
nemy  was  fo  well  received  by  the  troops  in  front,  and  by 
the  Indians  on  their  flanks,  that  in  lefs  than  an  hour's  time, 

their 
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their  whole  army  was  ruined.  The  purfuit  was  hot  and 
bloody ;  and  it  continued  for  five  miles.  Seventeen  offi- 
cers were  made  prifoners,  among  whom  were  the  firft  and 
fecond  in  command. 

This  action  was  fought  in  fight  of  the  fort ; 
July  25.  an(j  -lt  was  no  fooner  concluded  in  favour  of  our 
troops,  than  the  General  fummoned  the  garrifon  to  fur- 
render  ;  fending  a  lift  of  the  prifoners,  and  remonftrating 
on  the  ill  effects  of  their  holding  out  longer,  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  Indians.  The  capitulation  was  figned 
that  night.  The  garrifon,  confifting  of  about  600  men, 
furrendered  prifoners  of  war,  and  were  conducted  to  New 
York.  The  fort  and  ftores  were  given  up  to  the  Engliffi 
troops. 

This  was  the  fecond  very  important  fervice  performed 
by  General  Johnfon  in  this  war,  and  a  fecond  time  he  had 
the  good  fortune  to  make  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
enemy  his  prifoner.  It  mult  not  be  omitted,  to  the  ho- 
nour of  this  gentleman,  that  though  he  was  not  regularly 
bred  a  foldier,  the  moft  compleat  officer  could  not  have 
made  more  excellent  difpofitions  for  the  battle,  or  have 
conduced  the  fiege  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  with  a 
more  cool  and  fteady  refolution,  or  with  a  more  compleat 
knowledge  of  all  the  neceffary  manoeuvres  of  war.  The 
taking  of  Niagara  broke  off  effectually  that  communication, 
fo  much  talked  off,  and  fo  much  dreaded,  between  Ca- 
nada and  Louifiana,  and  by  this  flroke,  one  of  the  capi- 
tal political  defigns  of  the  French,-  which  gave  occafion 
to  the  prefent  war,  was  defeated  in  its  direct  and  im- 
mediate object. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    VII. 

The  expedition  againjl  Quebec.  The  IJle  of  Orleans  occu- 
pied. Defcription  of  the  town  and  harbour  oj  Quebec. 
Situation  of  the  French  army.  Afiion  at  the  Falls  of 
Montmorenci.  General  Wolfe  fickens.  The  camp  remo- 
ved to  Point  Levi.  The  troops  go  up  the  river.  The 
battle  of  Quebec.  General  Wolfe  killed.  French  defeat- 
ed. M.  de  Montcalm  killed.  Quebec  fur  renders.  Move- 
ments of  General  Amherft  on  Lake  Champlain. 

THE  confequences  which  attended  the  reduction  of  the 
fort  of  Niagara,  as  well  as  thofe  upon  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  were  very  interefting ;  but  the  great  and  central 
operation  to  which  all  the  reft  tended,  and  to  which  even 
thofe  were  to  be  only  fubfervient,  was  that  againft  Que- 
bec, the  capital  of  Canada ;  and  as  this  was  to  be  the  de- 
ciflve  ftroke,  it  was  proper  that  the  greateft  force  mould 
have  been  employed  againft  it.  If  we  reckon  the  maritime 
force,  there  is  no  doubt  that  we  employed  a  greater  num- 
ber of  men  againft  Quebec,  than  againft  the  Champlain 
forts  ;  but  the  land  forces,  from  fome  caufe,  fell  much 
fhort  of  the  number  originally  propofed,  for  they  did  not 
exceed  7000  men,  regulars  and  provincials,  though  the 
original  plan  intended  9000  for  that  expedition,  indepen- 
dent of  the  junction  of  thofe  under  Gen.  Amherft,  whofe 
affiftance  on  the  occafton  was  taken  for  granted.  In  this 
expedition  Gen.  Wolfe  commanded  the  land  forces.  The 
fleet  was  under  Admiral  Saunders. 

The  whole  embarkation  arrived  in  the  latter 

26th.  end  of  June  in  the  Ifle  of  Orleans,  a  few  leagues 
from  Quebec,  without  any  accident  whatfoever, 
notwithftanding  the  ill  fame  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  and 
the  reports  of  its  dangerous  navigation,  probably  fpread 
for  political  purpofes.  They  landed  upon  the  Ifle  of  Or- 
leans, which  is  formed  by  the  branches  of  the  river  St. 
Laurence.  This  ifland  is  about  twenty  miles  in  length, 
and  feven  or  eight  in  breadth,  highly  cultivated,  and  af- 
fording every  kind  of  refrefhment  to  the  foldiers  and  failors 
after  their  tedious  voyage. 

As  this  iiland  extends  quite  up  to  the  bafon  of  Quebec, 
it  was  neceffary  to  pofTefs  it  in  order   to  a£t  againft   the 

B  b  town; 
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town  ;  for  the  mofl  weflerly  point  of  this  ifland  advances 
towards  an  high  point  of  land  on  the  continent,  called  Point 
Levi.  Both  of  thefe  fhut  up  the  view  of  the  northern  and 
fouthern  channel,  which  environ  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  fo 
that  the  harbour  of  Quebec  appears  to  be  a  bafon  landlock- 
ed upon  all  fides.  The  pofleftion  of  both  thefe  points  were 
neceflary,  as  they  might  be  employed  either  with  great  ad- 
vantage againfl  the  town,  or  much  to  the  annoyance  of  the 
befiegers  ;  for  whilft  the  enemy  continued  matters  of  thofe, 
it  was  impoflible  for  a  fhip  to  lie  in  the  harbour  of  Quebec. 
When  thefe  ports  were  pofTefTed,  which  was  done  with 
little  difficulty,  the  harbour  and  town  of  Quebec  appeared 
full  to  the  view,  at  once  a  tempting  and  a  difcouraging 
fight.  For  no  place  feems  poffeffed  of  greater  benefits  of 
nature  ;  nor  any  of  which  nature  feems  more  to  have  con- 
fulted  the  defence. 

Quebec,  fays  F.  Charlevoix,  can  boaft  of  a  frefh  water 
harbour,  capable  of  containing  an  hundred  men  of  war  of 
the  line,  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  leagues  diftance  from 
the  fea.  It  lies  on  the  mofl  navigable  river  in  the  univerfe. 
The  river  St.  Laurence  up  to  the  Ifle  of  Orleans,  that  is  for 
about  112  leagues  from  its  mouth,  is  no  where  lefs  than 
from  four  to  five  leagues  broad  ;  but  above  that  ifle  it  nar- 
rows, fo  that  before  Quebec  it  is  not  above  a  mile  over. 
Hence  this  place  got  the  name  of  Quebeis  or  Quebec, 
which,  in  the  Algonquin  tongue,  fignifies  a  flrait. 

The  city  is  the  feat  of  the  governor  and  the  intend- 
ant,  and  the  fupreme  tribunals  of  juflice  for  all  the  French 
North  America ;  it  is  alfo  an  epifcopal  fee,  and  a  place  of 
confiderable  trade.  It  is  large  in  extent,  and  elegant  in 
many  of  its  buildings  both  public  and  private.  It  coniifts 
of  an  upper  and  lower  town  ;  the  lower,  which  is  narrow, 
i3  built  upon  a  firand,  at  the  foot  of  a  lofty  rock,  upon 
which  the  upper  town  (lands.  This  rock  extends  itfelf, 
and  continues  with  a  bold  and  fleep  front,  weflward  along 
the  river  St.  Laurence  for  a  confiderable  way.  Another 
river  from  the  north-weft,  called  St.  Charles,  falls  here  in- 
to the  former,  warning  the  foot  of  the  rock  on  which  Que- 
bec (lands  ;  the  point  on  which  the  town  is  built  thus  be- 
comes a  fort  of  peninfula  by  the  junction  of  thefe  rivers  ; 
fo  that  whoever  attacks  Quebec,  muft  either  make  his  ap- 
proaches above  the  town,  and  overcome  the  precipice  which 
I  have  mentioned,  or  crofs  the  river  St.  Charles,  and  at- 
tempt 
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tempt  it  upon  that  fide.  The  former  of  thofe  methods  mud 
appear  to  a  prudent  commander  wholly  unadvifeable,  and 
the  latter  extremely  difficult.  If  the  former  method  mould 
be  attempted,  they  would  have  that  dangerous  precipice  to 
overcome,  defended  by  the  enemies  whole  force,  which 
the  attack  would  draw  to  this  quarter.  On  the  other  hand 
the  country  from  the  river  St.  Charles  to  the  northward, 
for  more  than  five  miles,  is  extremely  rough,  broken  and 
difficult,  full  of  rivulets,  gullies,  and  ravines,  and  To  con- 
tinues to  the  river  of  Montmorenci,  which  flows  by  the 
foot  of  a  fteep  and  woody  hill.  On  the  fide  of  the  river  St. 
Laurence  is  a  bank  of  fand  of  great  extent,  which  pre- 
vents  the  approach  of  any  confiderable  veflel. 

In  this  advantageous  fituation  was  the  French  army  port- 
ed, upon  what  was  deemed  the  only  acceifible  fide  of  Que- 
bec, all.  along  from  the  river  St.  Charles  to  that  of  Mont- 
morenci, entrenched  at  every  attackable  fpot,  with  the  ri- 
ver and  fandbank  above-mentioned  in  their  front,  and  thick 
impenetrable  woods  upon  their  rear.  It  is  impofiible  to 
imagine  a  ftronger  poft ;  a  poft  at  once  more  defenfible  in 
itfelf,  or  better  calculated  for  fuccouring  the  city,  on  which 
fide  foever  it  mould  be  attacked.  Thus  ported,  they  great- 
ly exceeded  in  number  the  befiegers,  being  about  10,000 
men,  under  an  able,  and  thitherto  fortunate  commander, 
M.  de  Montcalm,  who,  though  he  was  fuperior  in  number 
to  the  Englifh,  refolved  to  rifque  nothing,  and  wifely  reli- 
ed on  the  natural  ftrength  of  the  country. 

When  Wolfe  faw  the  fituation  of  the  town,  the  nature 
of  the  country,  the  number  of  the  troops,  and  their  porti- 
on, though  of  a  fanguine  temper  and  highly  adventurous, 
he  began  to  defpair ;  but,  however  another  commander 
might  have  thought  inaction  in  fuch  circumftances  juftified 
to  himfelf,  or  even  to  the  world,  by  fuch  ftrong  appearan- 
ces, Wolfe  refolved  to  leave  nothing  unattempted,  but 
amidft  the  choice  of  difficulties  which  lay  before  him,  to 
pitch  upon  thofe  where  the  valour  of  his  troops  might  be 
employed  with  the  beft  profpect  of  fuccefs. 

As  foon  as  he  had  fecured  the  weft  point  of  the  ifle  of 
Orleans,  and  that  of  Levi,  he  erected  batteries  there  of 
cannon  and  mortars,  on  the  high  ground,  from  the  point  of 
Levi,  which  looks  towards  the  town  ;  thefe  fired  continu- 
ally upon  the  place  ;  Admiral  Saunders  was  ftationed  below 
in  the  north  channel  of  the  ille  of  Orleans,  oppofite  to 
B  b   2  Montmorenci  ; 
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Montmorenci ;  Admiral  Holmes  was  ftationed  above  the 
town,  at  once  to  uiitract.  the  enemies  attention,  and  to  pre- 
vent any  attempts  from  the  enemy  againft.  the  batteries  that 
played  upon  the  town. 

After  this  wife  difpofition  was  made  of  the  fleet,  Gen. 
Wolfe  caufed  the  troopa  to  be  tranfported  over  the  north 
channel  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  to  the  north-eaff.  of  Mont- 
morenci, with  a  view  of  patting  that  river,  and  bringing 
the  enemy  to  an  engagement.  Some  heights  which  com- 
manded the  enemies  intrenchments,  and  a  ford  above,  and 
another  below  the  falls,  encouraged  him  to  this  attempt  ; 
but  upon  reconnoitring  the  ground,  the  oppofite  more  was 
found  fo  deep  and  woody,  that  he  could  not  hope  to  put  his 
defign  in  execution,  which  was  by  moving  towards  the  ene- 
mies flank,  to  draw  them  to  an  engagement.  To  bring 
the  French  to  an  a&ion  was  his  fingle  object.  He  had 
found  that  any  attempts  to  aflault  the  city  would  prove  to 
no  purpofe,  whilfl  the  fleet  could  only  batter  the  lower 
town,  and  muft  fufFer  greatly  by  the  cannon  and  bombs  of 
the  upper,  whilfl:  they  were  employed  in  this  ineffectual 
fervice ;  for  after  the  reduction  of  the  lower  town,  the  paf- 
fages  to  the  upper  were  extremely  fteep,  and  moreover  fo 
well  entrenched,  that  this  advantage  would  prove  little  to- 
wards the  reduction  of  the  place. 

The  only  point  left,  therefore,  was  by  every  means  to 
entice  or  force  the  enemy  to  an  engagement ;  and  to  this 
end  no  means  were  omitted,  by  fending  detachments  up 
the  river,  and  by  every  appearance  of  a  defign  to  attack 
the  town  on  that  fide.  But  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  in 
chufing  his  pod:,  was  well  apprifed  of  its  importance.  He 
knew  fufficiently  the  nature  of  the  country  up  the  river,  and 
he  trufted  to  it  ;  and  therefore  kept  himfelf  clofely  in  his 
pofl,  difpofing  his  parties  cf  favages,  in  which  he  was  very 
ftrong,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  any  attempt  upon 
him  by  furprife  absolutely  impoflible.  In  the  mean  time, 
from  the  town,  firefhips  and  boats  were  let  down  the  dream 
to  deilroy  the  Snipping,  which,  as  they  almofl  wholly  filled 
the  channel,  were  greatly  endangered.  But  by  the  ex- 
traordinary flail  and  vigilance  of  Admiral  Saunders,  every 
vefTel  of  this  kind  fent  againft.  them  was  towed  afhore  with- 
out doing  the  leaft  mifchief. 

The 
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The  general  finding  that  all  his  efforts  to  decoy  the  enemy 
to  an  engagement  had  proved  unfuccefsful,  and,  fenfibie 
that  they  defired  nothing  more  than  to  act  defenfively,  un- 
til the  feafon  itfelf  mould  fight  for  them  and  oblige  the 
Englifh  to  retire,  he  came  at  laft,  in  fpite  of  all  difficulties, 
to  the  refolution  of  attacking  them  in  their  entrenchments 
on  the  fide  of  Montmorenci.  The  place  where  the  attack 
wns  to  be  made,  was  chofen  with  great  judgment,  as  the 
only  place  thereabouts  in  which  the  artillery  could  be  brought 
into  ufe ;  as  there,  and  there  only,  the  greater!  part,  or 
even  the  whole  of  the  troops,  might  acl:  at  once,  and  that 
there  the  retreat  in  cafe  of  a  repulfe  was  fecure,  at  leaft  for 
a  certain  time  of  the  tide.  Having  determined  upon  the 
place  where  the  attack  was  to  be,  which  was  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Montmorenci,  the  heft  difpofitions  for  it  were 
made,  both  on  the  part  of  the  Admiral  and  of  the 
General.  But  notwithstanding  that  the  whole  July  30. 
was  conducted  with  equal  vigour  and  prudence,  it 
was  totally  defeated  by  one  of  thofe  accidents  which  fo  fre- 
quently interpofe  to  the  difgrace  of  human  wifdom,  and 
which  demonflrates  that  me  is  far  from  being  the  fole  arbi- 
trefs  of  war. 

The  Englifh  grenadiers,  who  led  the  attack,  had  orders, 
immediately  after  their  landing,  to  form  themfelves  on  the 
beach  ;  but  inflead  of  forming  themfelves  as  they  were  di- 
rected, from  the  hurry  and  noife  of  their  landing,  or  from 
an  ill-governed  ardor,  they  rufhed  impetuoufly  towards  the 
enemies  entrenchments  in  the  utmoft  diforder  and  confufi- 
on,  without  waiting  for  the  corps  which  were  to  fuilain 
them,  and  join  in  the  attack.  In  this  diforder,  they  were 
met  by  a  violent  and  fleady  fire  from  the  entrenchments,  bv 
which  they  were  thrown  into  more  confufion,  and  obliged 
them  to  ihelter  themfelves  behind  a  redoubt,  which  the 
French  had  abandoned  on  their  approach. 

The  General  perceiving  that  it  was  impoffible  for  thefe 
grenadiers  to  form  under  fo  fevere  a  fire,  that  the  night  drew 
on,  a  violent  temped  was  gathering,  and  the  tide  began  to 
make,  faw  clearly  that  he  had  nothing  further  left,  than  to 
order  a  retreat,  with  as  little  difadvantage  as  poffihle.  He 
therefore  called  off  thofe  troops,  and  having  formed  behind 
Brig.  Monkton's  corps,  which  was  on  the  beach  in  excel- 
lent 
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lent  order,  the  whole  repafTed  the  river  without  moleftati- 
on,  the  General  expofing  his  perfon  with  that  intrepidity, 
which  diftinguifhed  him  both  during  the  attack,  and  the 
retreat. 

The  lofs  in  this'  check  was  not  inconfiderable ;  and  the 
event  on  the  whole  was  fuch,  as  to  difcourage  any  further 
attempts  upon  that  fide.  They  returned  to  the  old  meafures. 
The  General  again  fent  fome  bodies  above  the  town,  and 
fome  men  of  war  failed  up  the  ftream  for  more  than  twelve 
leagues.  They  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had 
amafled  fome  magazines  of  provifions  in  the  interior  coun- 
try, and  they  propofed  by  getting  between  them  and  the 
town,  to  draw  the  French  army  from  their  entrenchments, 
to  the  long-defired  engagement ;  but  if  they  failed  to  com* 
pafs  this,  they  might  at  lead  deftroy  the  mips  of  war  which 
the  enemy  had  in  the  river,  and  help  to  open  a  communica- 
tion between  them  and  Gen.  Amherft,  on  whom  their  laft 
expectations  were  fixed,  and  who,  they  flattered  them- 
ielves,  was  on  his  march  to  their  aiTiflance. 

But  though  they  fucceeded  in  deftroying  fome  of  the  ene- 
mies magazines,  there  was  nothing  of  great  moment  in 
this.  They  could  not  come  near  the  men  of  war.  Howe- 
ver they  received  intelligence  from  fome  prifoners,  of  the 
fuccefs  of  Sir  William  Johnfon  againft  Niagara ;  they 
learned  likewife,  that  the  French  had  fmoothed  the  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  Gen.  Amherft.,  by  abandoning  Crown 
Point  and  Ticonderoga.  But  this  intelligence,  otherwife 
fo  pleafing,  brought  them  no  profpect  of  the  approach  of 
any  afliftance  from  that  quarter.  The  feafon  wafted  apace. 
The  General  fell  violently  ill,  confumed  by  care,  watching, 
and  a  fatigue,  too  great  to  be  fupported  by  a  delicate  confti- 
tution,  and  a  body  unequal  to  that  vigorous  and  enterprifmg 
foul  that  it  lodged.  It  was  not  enough  for  him  to  efcape 
from  fo  great  an  expedition  uncondemned  and  unapplauded  ; 
to  be  pitied,  was  he  thought  but  a  milder  cenfure  ;  and  he 
knew  that  no  military  conduct  can  mine,  unlefs  it  be  gild- 
ed with  fuccefs.  His  own  high  notions,  the  public  hope, 
the  good  fuccefs  of  other  commanders,  all  turned  inward 
upon  him,  opprefled  his  fpirits,  and  converted  difappoint- 
me*nt  into  difeafe.  As  foon  as  he  had  a  little  recovered,  he 
oifpatched  an  exprefs  with  an  account  of  his  proceedings  to 
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Englandfr  j,  written  indeed  in  the  ftile  of  defpondency,  but 
with  fuch  perfpicuity,  clearnefs,  and  elegance,  as  would 
have  ranked  him  amongfl  our  beft  writers,  if  his  military 
exploits  had  not  placed  him  among  our  greateft  command- 
ers. 

He 


(c)  Major    General  Wolfe's  Letter •,  and  Admiral  Saunders's,  to 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  relative  tojhe  Operations  at  Quebec. 

Head  Quarters  at  Montmorenci,  in    the  River  Saint  Laurence. 
Sept.  2,  1759. 

S    I    R, 

IWifti  I  could,  upon  this  occafion,  have  the  honour  of  tranf- 
mitting  to  you  a  more  favourable  account  of  the  progrefs  of  his 
Majefty's  arms  ;  but  the  obftacles  we  have  met  with,  in  the  ope- 
rations of  the  campaign,  are  much  greater  than  we  had  reafon  to 
expect,  or  could  forefee;  not  fo  much  from  the  number  of  the 
enemy  (tho'  fuperior  to  us)  as  from  the  natural  ftrength  of  the 
country,  which  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm  feems  wifely  to  depend 
upon. 

When  I  learned  that  fuccours  of  all  kinds  had  been  thrown  in- 
to Quebec  1  that  five  battalions  of  regular  troops,  completed  from 
the  beft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  fome  of  the  troops  of 
the  colony,  and  every  Canadian  that  was  able  to  bear  arms,  be- 
fides  feveral  nations  of  favages,  had  taken  the  field  in  a  very  ad- 
vantageous fituation  ;  I  could  not  flatter  myfelf  that  I  Ihould  be 
able  to  reduce  the  place.  I  fought  however  an  occafion  to  attack 
their  army,  knowing  well,  that  with  thefe  troops  I  was  able  to 
fight,  and  hoping  that  a  victory  might  difperfe  them. 

We  found  them  incamped  along  the  fhore  of  Beaufort,  from 
the  river  St.  Charles  to  the  falls  of  Montmorenci,  and  intrenched 
in  every  acceflible  part.  The  27th  of  June  we  landed  upon  the 
ifle  of  Orleans  ;  but  receiving  a  meffage  from  the  Admiral,  that 
there  was  reafon  to  think  the  enemy  had  artillery,  and  a  force 
upon  the  point  of  Levi,  I  detached  Brig.  Monckton  with  four  bat- 
talions to  drive  them  from  thence.  He  paiTed  the  river  the  29th 
at  night,  and  marched  the  next  day  to  the  point  ;  he  obliged  the 
enemy's  irregulars  to  retire,  and  poiTelTed  himfelf  of  that  poll : 
The  advanced  parties  upon  this  occafion  had  two  or  three  tkir- 
milhes  with  the  Canadians  and  Indians,  with  little  lofs  on  either 
fide. 

Colonel 
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He  refolved,  when  he  fent  away  his  account,  to  conti- 
nue the  campaign  to  the  laft  poflible  moment ;  and  after  a 
deliberation  with  his  officers,  determined,  that  any  further 

attempts 


Colonel  Carleton  marched  with  a  detachment  to  the  Wefter- 
moft  point  of  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  from  whence  our  operations 
were  likely  to  begin. 

It  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  poffefs  thefe  two  points,  and  for- 
tify them  ;  becaufe  from  either  the  one  or  the  other,  the  enemy 
might  make  it  impoflible  for  any  ihip  to  be  in  the  bafon  of  Quebec, 
or  even  within  two  miles  of  it. 

Batteries  of  cannon  and  mortars  were  erected  with  great  dif- 
patch  on  the  point  of  Levi,  to  bombard  the  town  and  magazines, 
and  to  injure  the  works  and  batteries  :  The  enemy  perceiving 
thefe  works  in  fome  forwardnefs,  paffed  the  river  with  1600  men 
to  attack  and  deftroy  them.  Unluckily  they  fell  into  confufion, 
fired  upon  one  another,  and  went  back  again  ;  by  which  we  loft 
an  opportunity  of  defeating  this  large  detachment.  The  effect  of 
this  artillery  has  been  fo  great  (though  acrofs  the  river)  that  the 
upper  town  is  confiderably  damaged,  and  the  lower  town  entirely 
deftroyed. 

The  works  for  the  fecurity  of  our  hofpitals  and  ftores  on  the 
ifle  of  Orleans  being  finilhed,  on  the  9th  of  July  at  night,  we 
palled  the  North  channel,  and  incamped  near  the  enemy's  left, 
the  river  Montmorenci  between  us.  The  next  morning  Captain 
Bank's  company  of  Rangers,  polled  in  a  wood  to  cover  fome 
workmen,  were  attacked  and  defeated  by  a  body  of  Indians,  and 
had  fo  many  killed  and  wounded,  as  to  be  almoft  difabled  for  the 
reft  of  the  campaign:  The  enemy  alfo  fuffered  in  this  affair,  and 
were  in  their  turn  driven  off  by  the  nearell  troops. 

The  ground,  to  the  eaftward  of  the  falls,  feemed  to  be  (as  it 
really  is)  higher  than  that  on  the  enemy's  fide,  and  to  command 
it  in  a  manner  which  might  be  made  ufeful  to  us.  There  is  be- 
(ides  a  ford  below  the  falls,  which  may  be  paffed  for  fome  hours 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  ebb  and  beginning  of  the  flood  tide  ;  and 
I  had  hopes,  that  poffibly  means  might  be  found  of  pafling  the 
river  above,  fo  as  to  fight  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  upon  terms 
of  lefs  difadvantage  than  directly  attacking  hisintrenchments.  In 
reconnoitring  the  river  Montmorenci,  we  found  it  fordable  at  a 
place  about  three  miles  up  ;  but  the  oppofite  bank  was  intrench- 
ed, and  fo  fteep  and  woody,  that  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  attempt 
a  paffage  there.  The  Efcort  was  twice  attacked  by  the  Indians, 
who  were  as  often  repulfed  ;  but  in  thefe  rencounters  we  had  40 
(officers  and  men)  killed  and  wounded. 

The 
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attempts  at  Montmorenci  were  to  little  purpofe,  and  that 
their  principal  operations  mould  be  above  the  town,  in  or- 
der, if  poflible,  to  draw  the  enemy  to  an  action.     But  the 

defign 


The  1 8th  of  July,  two  men  of  war,  two  armed  floops,  and 
two  tranfports  with  fome  troops  on  board,  pafTed  by  the  town 
without  any  lofs,  and  got  into  the  upper  river.  This  enabled  me 
to  reconnoitre  the  country  above,  where  I  found  the  fame  attenti- 
on on  the  enemy's  fide,  and  great  difficulties  on  our's,  arifing  from 
the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  obftacles  to  our  communicati- 
on with  the  fleet.  But  what  I  feared  moft,  was,  that  if  we  lhould 
land  between  the  town  and  the  river,  Capt.  Rouge,  the  body  firft 
landed  could  not  be  reinforced  before  they  were  attacked  by  the 
enemy's  whole  army. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  difficulties,  I  thought  once  of  attempt- 
ing it  at  St.  Michael's,  about  three  miles  above  the  town  ;  but 
perceiving  that  the  enemy  were  jealous  of  the  defign,  were  prepa- 
ring againft  it,  and  had  actually  brought  artillery  and  a  mortar 
(which,  being  fo  near  to  Quebec,  they  could  increafe  as  they 
pleafed)  to  play  upon  the  lhipping  ;  and,  as  it  mull  have  been 
many  hours  before  we  could  attack  them,  (even  fuppofing  a  fa- 
vourable night  for  the  boats  to  pafs  by  the  town  unhurt)  it  feem- 
ed  fo  hazardous,  that  I  thought  it  beft  to  defift. 

However,  to  divide  the  enemy's  force,  and  to  draw  their  at- 
tention as  high  up  the  river  as  poflible,  and  to  procure  fome  intel- 
ligence, I  fenta  detachment  under  the  command  of  Col.  Carleton, 
to  land  at  the  Point  de  Trempe,  to  attack  whatever  he  might  find 
there,  bring  off  fome  prifoners,  and  all  the  ufeful  papers  he  could 
get.  I  had  been  informed  that  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Quebec,  had  retired  to  that  place,  and  that  probably  we  lhould 
find  a  magazine  of  provifions  there. 

The  Colonel  was  fired  upon  by  a  body  of  Indians  the  moment 
he  landed,  but  they  were  foon  difperfed  and  driven  into  the  woods; 
he  fearched  for  magazines,  but  to  no  purpofe,  brought  off  fome 
prifoners,  and  returned  with  little  lofs. 

After  this  bufinefs,  I  came  back  to  Montmorenci,  where  I  found 
that  Brig.  Town/bend  had,  by  a  fuperior  fire,  prevented  the  French 
from  erecting  a  battery  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  from  whence 
they  intended  to  cannonade  our  camp.  I  now  refolved  to  take 
the  firft  opportunity  which  prefented  itfelf,  of  attacking  the  ene- 
my, though  polled  to  great  advantage,  and  every  where  prepared 
to  receive  us. 

As  the  men  of  war  cannot  (for  want  of  a  fufficient  depth  of 
water)  come  near  enough  to  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  to  annoy 

C  c  them 
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defign  of  Wolfe  was  deeper,  and  more  particularly  direct- 
ed than  it  had  been  before.  The  camp  at  Montraorenci 
"Was  broke  up,  and  the  troops  were  conveyed  to  the  fouth- 

eafl 


them  in  the  lead,  the  Admiral  had  prepared  two  tranfports  (draw* 
ing  but  little  water)  which  upon  occafions  could  be  run  a-ground, 
to  favour  a  defcent.  With  the  help  of  thefe  veflels,  which  I  un- 
derstood would  be  carried  by  the  tide  clofe  in  fhore,  I  propofed  to 
make  myfelf  mafter  of  a  detached  redoubt  near  to  the  water's 
edge,  and  whofe  fituation  appeared  to  be  out  of  mufquet  ihot  of 
the  intrenchment  upon  the  hill :  If  the  enemy  fupported  this  de- 
tached piece,  it  would  neceiTarily  bring  on  an  engagement,  what 
we  moll  wifhed  for  ;  and  if  not,  I  ihould  have  it  in  my  power  to 
examine  their  fituation,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  determine  where  we 
could  beft  attack  them. 

Preparations  were  accordingly  made  for  an  engagement.  The 
3 1  ft  of  July  in  the  forenoon,  the  boats  of  the  fleet  were  filled 
with  grenadiers,  and  a  part  of  Brig.  Monckton's  brigade  from  the 
point  of  Levi  :  The  two  brigades  under  the  Brigadiers  Tovun- 
Jbend  and  Murray  were  ordered  to  be  in  readinefs  to  pafs  the 
ford,  when  it  fhould  be  thought  necelTary.  To  facilitate  the  paf- 
fage  of  this  corps,  the  admiral  had  placed  the  Centurion  in  the 
channel,  fo  that  me  might  check  the  fire  of  the  lower  battery  which 
commanded  the  ford  :  This  fhip  was  of  great  ufe,  as  her  fire  was 
very  judicioufly  directed.  A  great  quantity  of  artillery  was  placed 
upon  the  eminence,  fo  as  to  batter  and  enfilade  the  left  of  their 
intrenchments. 

From  the  vefTel  which  run  a  ground,  neareft  in,  I  obferved 
that  the  redoubt  was  too  much  commanded  to  be  kept  without 
very  great  lofs  ;  and  the  more,  as  the  two  armed  mips  could  not 
be  brought  near  enough  to  cover  both  with  their  artillery  and 
mufquetry,  which  I  at  firft  conceived  they  might.  But  as  the 
enemy  feemed  in  fome  confufion,  and  we  were  prepared  for  an 
action,  I  thought  it  a  proper  time  to  make  an  attempt  upon  their 
intrenchments.  Orders  were  fent  to  the  Brigadiers  Generals  to 
be  ready  with  the  corps  under  their  command.  Brig.  Monckton 
to  land,  and  the  Brigadiers  Totvnjbend  and  Murray  to  pafs  the 
ford. 

At  a  proper  time  of  the  tide,  the  fignal  was  made,  but  in  row- 
ing towards  the  more,  many  of  the  boats  grounded  upon  a  ledge 
that  runs  off  a  confiderable  diftance.  This  accident  put  us  into 
fome  diforder,  loft  a  great  deal  of  time,  and  obliged  me  to  fend 
an  officer  to  ftop  Brig.  Town/bend's  march,  whom  I  then  obferv- 
ed to  be  in  motion,     While  the  feamen  were  getting  the  boats  off, 

the 
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cart  of  the  river,  and  encamped  at  Point  Levi.  Tke  fqua- 
dron  under  Admiral  Holmes  made  movements  up  the  river 
for  feveral  days  fucceflively,  in  order  to  draw  the  enemies 

attention 


the  enemy  fired  a  number  of  fhells  and  (hot,  but  did  no  confide- 
rable  damage.  As  foon  as  this  diforder  could  be  fet  a  little  to 
rights,  and  the  boats  were  ranged  in  a  proper  manner,  fomc  of 
the  officers  of  the  navy  went  in  with  me,  to  find  a  better  place 
to  land  :  we  took  one  flat-bottomed  boat  with  us  to  make  the  ex- 
periment, and  as  foon  as  we  had  found  a  fit  part  of  the  fliore,  the 
troops  were  ordered  to  difembark,  thinking  it  not  yet  too  late  for 
the  attempt. 

The  13  companies  of  grenadiers,  and  200  of  the  fecond  Royal 
American  battalion,  got  firft  on  fhore.  The  grenadiers  were  or- 
dered to  form  themfelves  into  four  diftinft  bodies,  and  to  begin 
the  attack,  fupported  by  Brig.  Moncktoris  corps,  as  foon  as  the 
troops  had  palled  the  ford,  and  were  at  hand  to  aflift.  But  whe- 
ther from  the  noife  and  hurry  at  landing,  or  from  fome  other 
caufe,  the  grenadiers,  inftead  of  forming  themfelves  as  they  were 
directed,  ran  on  impetuouily  towards  the  enemy's  intrenchments 
in  the  utmoft  diforner  and  confufion,  without  waiting  for  the 
corps  which  were  to  fuftain  them,  and  join  in  the  attack.  Brig. 
Monckton  was  not  landed,  and  Brig.  Toivnjhend  was  ftill  at  a  con- 
siderable diftance,  though  upon  his  march  to  join  us,  in  very 
great  order.  The  grenadiers  were  checked  by  the  enemy's  firft 
fire,  and  obliged  to  fhelter  themfelves  in  or  about  the  redoubt, 
which  the  French  abandoned  upon  their  approach.  In  this  filia- 
tion they  continued  for  fome  time,  unable  to  form  under  fo  hot 
a  fire,  and  having  many  gallant  officers  wounded,  who  (carelefs 
of  their  perfons)  had  been  folely  intent  upon  their  duty.  I  faw 
the  abfolute  neceflity  of  calling  them  off,  that  they  might  form 
themfelves  behind  Brig.  Moncktoris  corps,  which  was  now  landed, 
and  drawn  up  on  the  beach,  in  extreme  good  order. 

By  this  new  accident,  and  this  fecond  delay,  it  was  near  night, 
a  fudden  ftorm  came  on,  and  the  tide  began  to  make  ;  fo  that  I 
thought  it  moft  advifeable,  not  to  perfevere  in  fo  difficult  an  aN 
tack,  left  (in  cafe  of  a  repulfe)  the  retreat  of  Brig.  TotvnJbend's 
corps  might  be  hazardous  and  uncertain. 

Our  artillery  had  a  great  effect  upon  the  enemy's  left,  where 
Brigadiers  Toivnjbend  and  Murray  were  to  have  attacked  ;  and, 
it  is  probable  that  if  thofe  accidents  I  have  fpoken  of,  had  not 
happened,  we  fhould  have  penetrated  there,  whilft  our  left  and 
centre  (more  remote  from  our  artillery)  muft  have  bore  all  the 
violence  of  their  mufquetry. 

C  c  2  The 
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attention  as  far  from  the  town  as  poflible.  This  fucceeded 
in  fome  meafure ;  for,  though  it  could  not  perfuade  the 
Marquis  de  Montcalm  to  quit  his  poll,  it  induced  him  to 

detach 


The  French  did  not  attempt  to  interrupt  our  march.  Some  of 
their  favages  came  down  to  murder  fuch  wounded  as  could  not  be 
brought  off,  and  to  fcalp  the  dead,  as  their  cuftom  is. 

The  place  where  the  attack  was  intended,  has  thefe  advanta- 
ges over  all  others  hereabout.  Our  artillery  could  be  brought  in- 
to ufe.  The  greateft  part,  or  even  the  whole  of  the  troops, 
might  act  at  once.  And  the  retreat  (in  cafe  of  repulfe)  was  fe- 
cure,  at  leaft  for  a  certain  time  of  the  tide.  Neither  one  or  other 
of  thefe  advantages  can  any  where  elfe  be  found.  The  enemy 
were  indeed  polled  upon  a  commanding  eminence.  The  beach 
upon  which  the  troops  were  drawn  up,  was  of  deep  mud,  with 
holes,  and  cut  by  feveral  gullies.  The  hill  to  be  afcended  very 
fteep,  and  not  every  where  practicable.  The  enemy  numerous  in 
their  intrenchments,  and  their  fire  hot.  If  the  attack  had  fuc- 
ceeded, our  lofs  muft  certainly  have  been  great,  and  their's  in- 
confiderable,  from  the  ihelter  which  the  neighbouring  woods  af- 
forded them.  The  river  St.  Charles  ftill  remained  to  be  pafTed, 
before  the  town  was  inverted.  All  thefe  circumftances  I  confi- 
dered  ;  but  the  defire  to  aft  in  conformity  to  the  King's  intenti- 
ons, induced  me  to  make  this  trial,  perfuaded  that  a  victorious 
army  finds  no  difficulties. 

The  enemy  have  been  fortifying  ever  fince  with  care,  fo  as  to 
make  a  fecond  attempt  ftill  more  dangerous. 

immediately  after  this  check,  I  fent  Brig.  Murray  above  the 
town  with  1200  men,  dire&ing  him  to  affift  Rear  Admiral  Holmes 
in  the  deftruclion  of  the  French  mips  (if  they  could  be  got  at)  in 
order  to  open  a  communication  with  Gen.  Amherfl.  The  Briga- 
dier was  to  feek  every  favourable  opportunity  of  fighting  fome  of 
the  enemy's  detachments,  prvoided  he  could  do  it  upon  tolerable 
terms,  and  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  provoke  them  to 
attack  him.  He  made  two  different  attempts  to  and  upon  the 
North  more  without  fuccefs;  but  in  a  third  was  more  fortunate. 
He  landed  unexpectedly  at  De  Chambaud^  and  burnt  a  magazine 
there,  in  which  were  fome  provifions,  tome  ammunition,  and  all 
the  fpare  (tores,  clothing,  arms,  and  baggage,  of  their  army. 

Finding  that  their  (hips  were  not  to  be  got  at,  and  little  prof- 
peel  of  bringing  the  enemy  to  a  battle,  he  reported  his  iituation 
to  me,   and  I  ordered  him   to  join  the  army. 

The  prifoners  he  took  informed  him  of  the  furrender  of  the 
fort  of  Niagara  ;  and  we  difcovered,  by  intercepted  letters,  that 

the 
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detach  M.  de  Bougainville  with  1 500  men  to  watch  their 
motions,  and  to  proceed  along  the  weftern  more  of  the 
river,  whilft  the  Englifh  army  directed  its  march  the  fame 
way  on  the  eaftern  bank. 

When 


the  enemy  had  abandoned  Carillon  and  Cronvn  Point,  were  reti- 
red to  the  ifle  Aux  Noix  ;  and  that  Gen.  Amber  ft  was  making  pre-' 
parations  to  pafs  the  Lake  Champlainy  to  fall  upon  M.  de  Bourle- 
maque's  corps,  which  confifts  of  three  battalions  of  foot,  and  as 
many  Canadians  as  make  the  whole  amount  to  3000  men. 

The  Admiral's  difpatches  and  mine  would  have  gone  eight  or 
ten  days  fooner,  if  I  had  not  been  prevented  from  writing  by  a 
fever.  I  found  myfelf  fo  ill,  and  am  frill  fo  weak,  that  I  begged 
the  general  officers  to  confult  together  for  the  publick  utility. 
They  are  all  of  opinion,  that  (as  more  fhips  and  provifions  have 
now  got  above  the  town)  they  fhould  try,  by  conveying  up  a 
corps  of  4  or  5000  men  (which  is  nearly  the  whole  ftrength  of  the 
army,  after  the  points  of  Levi  and  Orleans  are  left  in  a  proper 
flate  of  defence)  to  draw  the  enemy  from  their  prefent  fituation, 
and  bring  them  to  an  action.  I  have  acquiefced  in  their  propofal, 
and  we  are  preparing  to  put  it  in  execution. 

The  Admiral  and  I  have  examined  the  town,  with  a  view  to  a 
general  affault ;  but,  after  confulting  with  the  chief  engineer, 
who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  interior  parts  of  it,  and,  after 
viewing  it  with  the  utmoft  attention,  we  found,  that  though  the 
batteries  of  the  Lower  Town  might  be  eafily  filenced  by  the  men 
of  war,  yet  the  buiinefs  of  an  affault  would  be  little  advanced  by 
that,  fince  the  few  pafTages  that  lead  from  the  Lower  to  the  Up- 
per Town,  are  carefully  intrenched  ;  and  the  upper  batteries  can- 
not be  affected  by  the  fhips,  which  muft  receive  coniiderable  da- 
mage from  them  and  from  the  mortars.  The  Admiral  would  rea- 
dily join  in  this,  or  in  any  other  meafure,  for  the  publick  fervice  ; 
but  I  could  not  propofe  to  him  an  undertaking  of  fo  dangerous  a 
nature,  and  promifing  fo  little  fuccefs. 

To  the  uncommon  ftrength  0/  the  country,  the  enemy  have  ad- 
ded (for  the  defence  of  the  river)  a  great  number  of  floating  bat- 
teries and  boats.  By  the  vigilance  of  thefe  and  the  Indians  round 
our  different  pofts,  it  has  been  impofTible  to  execute  any  thing  by 
furprize.  We  have  had  almoft  daily  fkirmifhes  with  thefe  Sava- 
ges, in  which  they  are  generally  defeated,  but  not  without  lofs  on 
our  fide. 

By  the  lift  of  difabled  officers  (many  of  whom  are  of  rank)  you 
may  perceive,  Sir,  that  the  army  is  much  weakened.    By  the  na- 
ture of  the  river,  the  mod  formidable  part  of  this  armament  is  de- 
prived 
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When  Gen.  Wolfe  faw  that  matters  were  ripe  for  action, 
he  ordered  the  mips  under  Admiral  Saunders  to  make  a 
feint,  as  if  they  propofed  to  attack  the  French  in  their  en* 

trenchments, 


prived  of  the  power  of  acting,  yet  we  have  almoft  the  whole  force 
of  Canada  to  oppofe.  In  this  fituation,  there  is  fuch  a  choice  of 
difficulties,  that  I  own  myfeif  at  a  lofs  how  to  determine.  The 
affairs  of  Great  Britain,  I  know,  require  the  moft  vigorous  mea- 
lures  ;  hut  then  the  courage  of  a  handful  of  brave  men  fhould  be 
exerted  only  where  there  is  fome  hope  of  a  favourable  event. 
However,  vou  may  be  affured,  Sir,  that  the  fmall  part  of  the  cam- 
paign which  remains,  (hall  be  employed  (as  far  as  I  am  able) 
for  the  honour  of  his  Majefty  and  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  in 
which  I  am  fure  of  being  well  feconded  by  the  Admiral  andty  the 
Generals.  Happy  if  our  efforts  here  can  contribute  to  the  fuccefs 
of  his  Majefty's  arms  in  any  other  parts  of  America. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be. 

With  the  greatefi  Re/peel,  Sir, 

Tour  mofl  obedient,  and  mojl  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  WOLFE. 

Sterling-Cajlle  off  Point  Levi,  in  the  River  St.  Laurence,    $th  of 
September,  1759. 

S     I     R, 

IN  my  letter  of  the  6th  of  June,  I  acquainted  you  I  was  then 
off  Scutari,  {landing  for  the  river  St.  Laurence.,  On  the  26th, 
1  had  got  up,  with  the  firft  divifion  of  the  fleet  and  tranfports,  as 
far  as  the  middle  of  the  Tfie  of  Orleans,  where  I  immediately  pre- 
pared to  land  the  troops,  which  I  did  the  next  morning.  The 
lame  day  the  fecond  and  third  divifions  came  up,  and  the  troops 
from  them  v/cre  landed  likewife. 

I  got  thus  far  without  any  lofs  or  accident  whatever  ;  but,  di- 
rect! v  after  landing  the  troops,  a  very  hard  gale  of  wind  came  on, 
by  which  many  anchors  and  fmall  boats  were  loft,  and  much  da- 
m?o-e  received  among  the  tranfports,  by  their  driving  on  board 
each  other.  The  mips  that  loft  moft  anchors  I  fupplied  from  the 
men  of  war  as  far  as  I  was  able,  and  in  all  other  refpects,  gave 
them  the  beft  afliftance  in  my  power. 

On 
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trenchments,  on  the  Beauport  more  below  the  town,  and 
by  their  motions  to  give  this  feint  all  the  appearance  of  a 
reality  which  it  poffibly  could  have.     This  difpofition  be- 


On  the  28th,  at  midnight,  the  enemy  fent  down  from  Quebec 
feven  fire/hips  ;  and  though  our  (hips  and  transports  were  fo  nu- 
merous, and  neceflarily  fpread  fo  great  a  part  of  the  channel,  we 
towed  them  all  dear  and  a-ground,  without  receiving  the  lead 
damage  from  them.  The  next  night  Gen.  Monckton  croiTed  the 
river,  and  landed  with  his  Brigade  on  the  South  (hore,  and  took 
pod  at  Point  Levi ;  and  Gen.  Wolfe  took  his  on  the  Weftmoft 
Point  of  the  Ifle  of  Orleans. 

On  the  1  ft  of  July,  I  moved  up  between  the  Points  of  Orleans 
and  Levi;  and,  it  being  refolved  to  land  on  the  North  (hore,  be- 
low the  falls  of '  Montmorenci,  I  placed  on  the  8th  inft.  his  Majef- 
ty's  (loop  the  Porcupine,  and  the  Bofcatven  armed  veflel,  in  the 
channel  between  Orleans  and  the  North  (hore,  to  cover  that  land- 
ing, which  took  place  at  night. 

On  the  17th,  I  ordered  Capt.  Rous  of  the  Sutherland,  to  pro- 
ceed, with  the  firft  fair  wind  and  night  tide,  above  the  town  of 
Quebec,  and  to  take  with  him  his  Majefiy's  (hips  Diana  and  Squir- 
rel, with  two  armed  iloops,  and  two  catts  armed  and  loaded  with 
provifions. 

On  the  1 8th,  at  night,  they  all  got  up,  except  the  Diana,  and 
gave  Gen.  Wolfe  an  opportunity  of  reconnoitring  above  the  town, 
thofe  (hips  having  carried  fome  troops  with  them  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  Diana  ran  aihore  upon  the  rocks  off  Point  Levi,  and 
received  fo  much  damage,  that  I  have  fent  her  to  Bo  ft  on  with  27 
fail  of  American  tranfports,  (thofe  which  received  moft  damage  in 
the  gale  of  the  27th  of  June)  where  they  are  to  be  difcharged  ; 
and  the  Diana,  having  repaired  her  damages,  is  to  proceed  to 
England,  taking  with  her  the  mad  (hips,  and  what  trade  may  be 
ready  to  accompany  her. 

On  the  28th,  at  midnight,  the  enemy  fent  down  a  raft  of  fire- 
ftages,  of  near  a  hundred  Radeaux,  which  fucceeded  no  better 
than  the  fire-mips. 

On  the  31ft,  Gen.  Wolfe  determined  to  land  a  number  of  troops 
above  the  falls  of  Montmorenc: ,  in  order  to  attack  the  enemy's 
lines ;  to  cover  which,  I  placed  the  Centurion  in  the  channel,  be- 
tween the  Ifle  of  Orleans  and  the  falls,  and  ran  on  ihore,  at  high 
water,  two  catts  which  I  had  armed  for  that  purpofe,  agalnit  two 
fmall  batteries  and  two  redoubts,  where  our  troops  were  to  land. 
About  fix  in  the  evening  they  landed,  but  the  General  not  think- 
ing it  proper  to  perfevere  in  the  attack;  foon  after,  part  of  them 
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ing  made  below  the  town,  the  General  embarked  his  forces 
about  one  in  the  morning,  and  with  Admiral  Holmes's  di- 
vifion  went  three  leagues  further  up  the  river  than  the  in- 
tended 


re-embarked,  and  the  reft  eroded  the  Falls  with  Gen.  Wolfe  ; 
upon  which,  to  prevent  the  two  catts  from  falling  into  the  ene- 
my's hands  (they  being  then  dry  on  fhore)  I  gave  orders  to  take 
the  men  out  and  fet  them  on  fire,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  the  5  th  of  Augufl,  in  the  night,  I  fent  twenty  flat-bottom- 
ed boats  up  the  river,  to  the  Sutherland,  to  embark  1 260  of  the 
troops,  with  Brig.  Gen.  Murray,  from  a  poll  he  had  taken  on  the 
fouth  fhore.  I  fent  Admiral  Holmes  up  to  the  Sutherland,  to  act 
in  concert  with  him,  and  give  him  all  the  affiftance  the  fhips  and 
boats  could  afford.  At  the  fame  time  I  directed  Admiral  Holmes 
to  ufe  his  beft  endeavours  to  get  at,  and  deftroy  the  enemy's  fhips 
above  the  town ;  and  for  that  purpofe  I  ordered  the  Loivefoffe, 
and  Hunter  (loop,  with  two  armed  (loops  and  two  catts,  with  pro- 
vifions,  to  pafs  Quebec  and  join  the  Sutherland ;  but  the  wind 
holding  wefterly,  it  was  the  27th  of  Augujl  before  they  got  up, 
which  was  the  fourth  attempt  they  had  made  to  gain  their  paf- 
fage. 

On  the  25th,  at  night,  Admiral  Holmes  and  Gen.  Murray, 
with  part  of  the  troops,  returned  ;  they  had  met  with,  and  de- 
ftroyed  a  magazine  of  the  enemy's  cloathing,  fome  gunpowder, 
and  other  things ;  and  Admiral  Holmes  had  been  ten  or  twelve 
leagues  above  the  town,  but  found  it  impracticable  at  that  time 
to  get  farther  up. 

Gen.  Wolfe  having  refolved  to  quit  the  camp  at  Montmorenct, 
and  go  above  the  town,  in  hopes  of  getting  between  the  enemy 
and  their  proviiions,  (fuppofed  to  be  in  the  fhips  there)  and  by 
that  means  force  them  to  an  action,  I  fent  up,  on  the  29th  at 
night,  the  Seahorfe  and  two  armed  floops,  with  two  catts  laden 
with  provifions,  to  join  the  reft  above  Quebec  ;  and  having  taken 
off  all  the  artillery,  from  the  camp  at  Montmorenct,  on  the  3d 
inft.  in  the  afternoon  the  troops  embarked  from  thence,  and  land- 
ed at  Point  Levi.  The  4th,  at  night,  I  fent  all  the  flat-bottomed 
boats  up,  aijd  this  night  a  part  of  the  troops  will  march  up  the 
fouth  fhore,  above  the  town,  to  be  embarked  in  the  fhips  and  vef- 
fels  there,  and  to-morrow  night  the  reft  will  follow.  Admiral 
Holmes  is  alfo  gone  up  again  to  aflift  in  their  future  operations, 
and  to  try,  if,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  troops,  it  is  practicable  to 
get  at  the  enemy's  fhips. 

As  Gen.  Wolfe  writes  by  this  opportunity,  he  will  give  you  an 
account  of  his  part  of  the  operations,  and  his  thoughts  what  fur- 
ther 
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tended  place  of  his  landing,  in  order  to  amufe  the  enemy, 
and  conceal  his  real  defign.  Then  he  put  them  into  boats, 
and  fell  down  filently  with  the  tide,  unobferved  by  the 
French  centinels  ported  along  the  fhore.  The  rapidity 
of  the  current  carried  thefe  boats  a  little  below  the  intend- 
ed place  of  attack.  The  fhips  followed  them,  and  arrived 
juft  at  the  time  which  had  been  concerted  to  cover  their 

landing. 


ther  may  be  done  for  his  Majefty's  fervice.  The  enemy  appear 
numerous,  and  feem  to  be  ftrongly  polled  ;  but  let  the  event  be 
what  it  will,  we  ihall  remain  here  as  long  as  the  feafon  will  per- 
mit, in  order  to  prevent  their  detaching  troops  from  hence  againft 
Gen.  Amherji  ;  and  I  lhall  leave  cruizers  at  the  mouth  of  the  ri- 
ver, to  cut  offany  fupplies  that  may  be  fent  them,  with  ftricl:  or- 
ders to  keep  that  ftation  as  long  as  poflible.  The  town  of  Quebec 
is  not  habitable,  being  almoft  entirely  burnt  and  deftroyed. 

I  inclofe  you  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  fhips  under  my  com- 
mand :  twenty  of  the  victuallers  that  failed  from  England  with  the 
Echo,  are  arrived  here,  one  unloaded  at  Louifbourg,  having  re- 
ceived damage  in  her  pafTage  out,  and  another  I  have  heard  no- 
thing of.  No  (hips  of  the  enemy  have  come  this  way,  that  I  have 
had  any  intelligence  of,  fince  my  arrival  in  the  river,  except  one, 
laden  with  flour  and  brandy,  which  was  taken  by  Capt.  Drake  of 
the  Lizard. 

Before  Admiral  Durell  got  into  the  river,  three  frigates,  and 
feventeen  fail,  with  provisions,  ftores,  and  a  few  recruits,  got 
up,  and  are  thofewe  are  fo  anxious,  if  poflible,  to  deflroy. 

Yefterday  I  received  a  letter  from  Gen.  Amherji  (to  whom  I 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  writing  fince  I  have  been  in  the  river) 
dated,  Camp  of  Crown  Point,  Augujl  17th,  wherein,  he  only 
defires  I  would  fend  tranfports  and  a  convoy  to  New  Tork,  to 
carry  to  England  fix  hundred  and  feventy  prifoners  taken  at  the 
furrender  of  Niagara. 

I  would  have  wrote  to  you  fooner  from  hence,  but  while  my 
difpatches  were  preparing,  Gen.  Wolfe  was  taken  very  ill ;  he  has 
been  better  fince,  but  is  ftill  greatly  out  of  order. 

I  fhall  very  foon  fend  home  the  great  fhips,  and  have  the  ho= 
nour  to  be, 

With  the  great  eJIReJ 'peel, 

SIR, 

Tour  mofl  obedient,  and  mojl  humble  Servant, 

D  d  CHARLES  SAUNDERS, 
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landing.  Confidering  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  the 
rapidity  of  the  current,  this  was  a  very  critical  operation, 
and  it  required  excellent  heads  both  on  the  part  of  the 
marine,  and  the  land  fervice,  to  preferve  a  communicati- 
on, and  to  prevent  a  difcovery  and  confufion. 

As  the  troops  could  not  land  at  the  fpot  propofed,  when 
they  were  put  on  more  an  hill  appeared  before  them  ex- 
tremely high  and  fteep  in  its  afcent  ;  a  little  path  winded 
up  this  afcent,  fo  narrow  that  two  could  not  go  abreaft. 
Even  this  path  was  intrenched,  and  a  captain's  guard  de- 
fended it.  Thefe  difficulties  did  not  abate  the  hopes  of  the 
General,  or  the  ardor  of  the  troops.  The  light  infantry 
under  Colonel  Howe  laying  hold  of  (lumps  and  boughs  of 
trees,  pulled  themfelves  up,  diflodged  the  guards,  and 
cleared  the  path  ;  and  then  all  the  troops  furmounting  eve- 
ry difficulty,  gained  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  as  faft  as  they 
afcended  formed  themfelves,  fo  that  they  were  all  in  order 
of  battle  at  day  break. 

Montcalm,  when  he  heard  that  the  Englifh  had  afcend- 
Sent  t  7    t^ie  k^J  an^  were  formed  on  the  high  ground  at 

"  '  **'  the  back  of  the  town,  fcarcely  credited  the  intel- 
ligence, and  Mill  believed  it  to  .be  a  feint  to  induce  him  to 
abandon  that  ftrong  poft,  which  had  been  the  object  of  all 
the  real  attempts  that  had  been  made  fince  the  beginning 
of  the  campaign.  But  he  was  foon,  and  fatally  for  him, 
undeceived.  He  faw  clearly,  that  the  Englim  fleet  and  ar- 
my were  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that  the  upper  and  lower 
town  might  be  attacked  in  concert,  and  that  nothing  but  a 
battle  couid  poflibly  fave  it.  Accordingly  he  determined 
to  give  them  battle,  and  quitting  Beauport,  pafled  the  river 
St.  Charles,  and  formed  his  troops  oppofite  to  ours. 

He  filled  the  bufh.es  that  were  in  his  front  with  detach- 
ments of  Indians,  and  his  beft  markfmen,  to  the  number 
of  about  1500  ;  his  regular  forces  formed  his  left;  his  right 
was  compofed  of  the  troops  of  the  colony,  fupported  by 
two  battalions  of  regulars.  The  reft  of  the  Indians  and 
Canadians  extended  on  that  fide,  and  attempted  to  out- 
flank the  left  of  the  Englifh,  which  was  formed  to  prevent 
that  defign,  in  a  manner  which  the  military  men  call  Po- 
tence  ;  that  is,  in  a  body  which  prefents  two  faces  to  the 
enemy.  Here  Brigadier  General  Townfhend  commanded 
fix  regiments,  and  the  Louifbourg  grenadiers  were  difpof- 
ed  in  a  line  to  the  right  of  this  body,  extending  to  the  ri- 
ver. 
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ver.  A  regiment  was  drawn  up  behind  the  right  for  a  re- 
serve. It  was  formed  in  eight  fubdivifions,  with  large  in- 
tervals. The  light  infantry  under  Colonel  Howe,  protect- 
ed the  rear  and  the  left.  The  difpofitions  on  both  fides 
were  judicious,  and  the  engagement  on  both  fides,  began 
with  fpirit. 

The  Englifh  troops  were  exhorted  to  referve  their  fire  ; 
and  they  bore  that  of  the  enemy's  light  troops  in  front, 
which  was  galling,  though  irregular,  with  the  utmoft  pa- 
tience and  good  order,  waiting  for  the  main  body  of  the  e- 
nemy,  which  advanced  fa  ft  upon  them.  At  forty  yards  di- 
ftance,  our  troops  gave  their  fire,  which  took  place  in  its 
full  extent,  and  made  a  terrible  havock  among  the  French. 
It  was  fupported  with  as  much  vivacity  as  it  was  begun, 
and  the  enemy  every  where  yielded  to  it ;  but  juft  in  the 
moment,  when  the  fortune  of  the  field  began  to  declare 
itfelf,  General  Wolfe,  in  whofe  life  every  thing  feemed 
included,  fell  :  General  Monckton,  the  next  to  him  in 
command,  fell  immediately  after,  and  both  were  conveyed 
out  of  the  line  ;  the  command  now  devolved  on  General 
Townfhend.  It  was  at  a  very  critical  time.  For,  though 
the  enemy  began  to  fall  back,  and  were  much  broken,  the 
lofs  of  the  two  generals  was  a  very  difcouraging  circum- 
ftance,  and  it  required  great  temper  and  great  exertions  to 
fupport  the  advantages  that  had  been  gained,  and  to  pufti 
them  to  their  proper  extent.  General  Townfhend  fhewed 
himfelf  equal  to  fo  arduous  a  duty ;  the  troops  preferved 
their  fpirit,  and  each  corps  feemed  to  exert  itfelf  with  a 
view  to  its  peculiar  character.  The  grenadiers  with  their 
bayonets,  tbe  Highlanders  with  their  broad  fwords,  and  the 
reft  of  the  forces,  v/ith  a  fteady  and  continued  fire,  drove 
the  enemy  in  great  diforder  from  every  poft,  and  compleat- 
ed  their  defeat.  During  the  whole  action,  Colonel  Howe 
with  his  light  infantry  covered  the  left  wing  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  entirely  to  fruftrate  the  attempts  of  the  enemies  In- 
dians and  Canadians  upon  that  flank. 

The  field  now  feemed  to  be  compleatly  decided,  when  a 
new  enemy  appeared,  which  threatened  to  bring  on  a  frefh 
engagement,  and  to  put  all  again  to  the  hazard.  M.  de 
Bougainville,  whom  the  feigned  movements  of  the  Englifh 
troops  had  drawn  up  the  river,  turned  back  on  discovering 
their  real  defign,  and  now  appeared  on  the  rear  of  the  army, 
with  a  body  of  2000  men.  But  fortunately  the  main  body 
D  d  2  of 
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of  the  French  was  by  this  time  fo  broken  and  difperfed, 
that  the  general  was  able  to  eftablifh  his  rear,  and  to  turn 
fuch  an  oppofition  on  that  fide,  that  the  enemy  retired  after 
a  very  feeble  attempt. 

In  this  decifive  action  our  trcops  loft  about  500  men  ; 
on  the  fide  of  the  enemy  at  leaft  1 500  were  killed.  But 
however  glorious  this  victory  was,  and  however  important 
in  its  confequences,  it  muft  be  admitted  that  it  was  very 
dearly  bought.  Soldiers  may  be  raifed  ;  officers  will  be 
formed  by  experience  ;  but  the  lofs  of  a  genius  in  war,  is  a 
lofs  which  we  know  not  how  to  repair.  The  death  of 
Wolfe  was  indeed  grievous  to  his  country,  but  to  himfelf 
the  moil  hanpy  that  can  be  imagined  ;  and  the  moll  to  be 
envied  by  all  thofe  who  have  a  true  relifh  for  military  glory. 
Unindebted  to  family,  or  connections,  unfupported  by  in- 
trigue or  faction,  he  had  accomplifhed  the  whole  bufinefs 
of  life  at  a  time,  when  others  are  only  beginning  to  appear; 
and  at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  without  feeling  the  weaknefs 
of  age  or  the  viciflitude  of  fortune,  having  fatisfied  his  honeft 
ambition,  having  compleated  his  character,  having  fulfilled 
the  expectations  of  his  country,  he  fell  at  the  head  of  his 
conquering  troops,  and  expired  in  the  arms  of  victory. 

The  circumflances  that  attended  the  death  of  fuch  a 
perfon,  are  too  interefting  to  be  patted  over  in  filence,  and 
they  were  indeed  fuch  as  fpoke  the  whole  tenor  of  his  life. 
He  firft  received  a  wound  in  his  head ;  but,  that  he  might 
not  difcourage  his  troops,  he  wrapped  it  up  in  his  handker- 
chief, and  encouraged  his  men  to  advance ;  foon  after  he 
received  another  ball  in  his  belly ;  this  alfo  he  diflembled, 
and  exerted  himfelf  as  before  ;  when  he  received  a  third  in 
his  breaft,  under  which  he  at  laft  funk,  and  fuffered  himfelf, 
unwillingly,  to  be  carried  behind  the  ranks.  As  he  lay 
ftruggling  with  the  anguifh  and  weaknefs  of  three  grievous 
wounds,  he  feemed  only  iollicitous  about  the  fortune  of  the 
battle.  He  begged  one,  who  attended  him,  to  fupport  him 
to  view  the  field ;  but  as  he  found  that  the  approach  of 
death  had  dimmed  and  confufed  his  fight,  he  defired  an 
officer,  who  was  by  him,  to  give  him  an  account  of  what 
he  faw.  The  officer  anfwered,  that  the  enemy  feemed 
broken ;  he  repeated  his  queftion  a  few  minutes  after  with 
much  anxiety,  when  he  was  told  that  the  enemy  was  totally 
routed,  and  that  they  fled  in  all  parts.  Then,  faid  he, 
ec  I  am  fatisfied  ;"  and  immediately  he  expired. 

Without 
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Without  the  fame  advantages,  the  enemy  alfo  had  an 
heavy  lofs  in  this  battle,  which,  no  doubt,  contributed  to 
their  defeat.  M.  de  Montcalm,  commander  in  chief,  was 
killed  on  the  fpot ;  an  officer  who  had  done  the  highefr. 
fervices  to  his  country  throughout  the  whole  American  war, 
and  perfectly  fupported  his  reputation  in  this  laft  fcene  of 
it,  having  made  the  mod  perfect  difpofitions  that  human 
prudence  could  fugged,  both  before  the  battle  and  in  the 
engagement.  It  is  fomething  remarkable  that  in  both  ar- 
mies, the  firfr.  in  command  mould  be  killed,  and  the  fecond 
dangeroufly  wounded.  But  General  Monckton  happily  re- 
covered, the  French  officer  died  a  little  after  the  battle. 

Five  days  after  the  action,  the  enemy  feeing  that  the 
communication  between  the  town  and  the  army 
was  cut  off,  and  that  the  Englifh  fleet  and  troops  Sept.  18. 
were  preparing  with  all  vigour  for  a  fiege,  fur- 
rendered  the  city  of  Quebec  upon  terms  of  honour  to  the 
garrifon,  and  advantage  to  the  inhabitants,  who  were  pre- 
served in  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  the  pofTef- 
fion  of  their  civil  rights,  until  a  general  peace  fhould  decide 
their  future  condition.  The  fortifications  of  the  city  were 
in  tolerable  order  ;  the  houfes  almoft  totally  demolifhed. 
A  garrifon  of  5000  men  under  General  Murray,  were  put 
into  the  place,  with  a  plenty  of  provifions  and  ammunition 
for  the  winter.  The  fleet  failed  to  England  foon  after, 
fearing  left  the  fetting  in  of  the  frofts  fhould  lock  them  up 
in  the  river  St.  Laurence,  (a) 

Thus 


(a)  The  Honourable  Gen.  Monckton' s  letter  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated,  River  St.  Laurence ',  Camp  at  Point 
Levi j  September  15,  1759. 

S  I  R, 

I  Have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you,  that,  on  the  13th  inftant, 
his  Majefty's  troops  gained  a  very  fignal  victory  over  the 
French,  a  little  above  the  town  of  Quebec.  General  Wolfe,  ex- 
erting himfelf  on  the  right  of  our  line,  received  a  wound  pretty 
early  of  which  he  died  foon  after,  and  I  had  myfelf  the  great 
misfortune  of  receiving  one  in  my  right  breafl  by  a  ball,  that 
went  through  part  of  my  lungs  (and  which  has  been  cut  out  un- 
der the  blade  bone  of  my  fhoulder)  juil  as  the  French  were  liv- 
ing way,  which  obliged  me  to  quit  the  field.      I  have  therefore, 

Sir 
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Thus  the  capital  of  French  America  was  rendered  to  the 
Englifh,  after  a  moft  fevere  campaign  of  near  three  months ; 
and  perhaps,  if  the  whole  be  confidered,   there  never  was 

an 


Sir,  defired  General  Town/bend,  who  now  commands  the  troops 
before  the  town  (and  of  which  I  am  in  hopes  he  will  be  foon  in 
poflellion)  to  acquaint  you  with  the  particulars  of  that  day,  and 
of  the  operations  carrying  on.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ROB.  MONCKTON. 

P.  S.  His  Majefty's  troops  behaved  with  the  greater!  fteadinefs 
and  bravery. 

As  the  furgeons  tell  me  that  there  is  no  danger  in  my  wound, 
I  am  in  hopes  that  I  fhall  be  foon  able  to  join  the  army  before  the 
town. 

The  Honourable  Brigadier  General  Town '/bend's  letter  to  tbe  Rigbt 
Honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated,  Camp  before  Quebec, 
Sept.  20,  1759. 

S  I  R, 

I  Have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's arms,  on  the  13th  init.  in  an  action  with  the  French,  on 
the  heights  to  the  weftward  of  this  town. 

It  being  determined  to  carry  the  operations  above  the  town, 
the  Polls  at  Point  Levi,  and  Vljle  d'Orleans,  being  fecured,  the 
General  marched  with  the  remainder  of  the  force,  from  Point 
Levi,  the  5th  and  6th,  and  embarked  them  in  tranfports,  which 
had  pafled  the  town  for  that  purpofe.  On  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th, 
a  movement  of  the  ihips  was  made  up,  by  Admiral  Holmes,  in  or- 
der to  amufe  the  enemy  now  ported  along  the  North  fhore  ;  but 
the  tranfports  being  extremely  crowded,  and  the  weather  very 
bad,  the  General  thought  proper  to  can  toon  half  his  troops  on 
the  South  fhore  ;  where  they  were  refrefhed,  and  reimbarked  up- 
on the  1 2th  at  one  'm  the  morning.  The  light  infantry,  com- 
manded by  Col.  Howe,  the  regiments  of  Bragg,  Kennedy,  LafceVes, 
and  Anftruther,  with  a  detachment  of  Highlanders,  and  the 
American  grenadiers,  the  whole  being  under  the  command  of 
Brigadiers  Monckton  and  Murray,  were  put  into  flat-bottomed 
boats,  and,  after  fome  movements  of  the  ihips,  made  by  Admiral 
Holmes,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  enemy  above,  the  boats  fell 
down  with  the  tide,  and  landed  on  the  North  more,  within  a 
league  of  Cape  Diamond,  an  hour  before  day-break  :  the  rapidity 
of  the  tide  of  ebb  carried  them  a  little  below  the  intended  place 
of  attack,   which  obliged  the  light   infantry   to  fcramble  up  a 

woody 
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an  enterprife  of  fuch  difficulty  carried  on  with  a  more  gal- 
lant perfeverance,  or  accomplished  with  more  vigour  and 
ability.     A  city  ftrong  in  fituation  and  fortifications,  was  to 

be 


woody  precipice,  in  order  to  fecure  the  landing  the  troops  by 
diflodging  a  captain's  poll,  which  defended  the  fmall  intrenched 
path  the  troops  were  to  afcend.  After  a  little  firing,  the  light 
infantry  gained  the  top  of  the  precipice,  and  difperfed  the  Cap- 
tains  poll  ;  by  which  means,  the  troops,  with  a  very  little  lofs 
from  a  few  Canadians  and  Indians  in  the  wood,  got  up,  and  were 
immediately  formed.  The  boats,  as  they  emptied,  were  fent 
back  for  the  fecond  embarkation,  which  I  immediately  made. 
Brigadier  Murray,  who  had  been  detached  with  Anjirut-hers 
battalion  to  attack  the  Four  Gun  Battery  upon  the  left,  was  re- 
called by  the  General,  who  now  faw  the  French  army  crofting 
the  river  St.  Charles.  General  Wolfe  thereupon  begun  to  form 
his  line,  having  his  right  covered  by  the  Louijbourg  grenadiers  ; 
on  the  right  of  thefe  again  he  afterwards  brought  Ottvay's  ;  to 
the  left  of  the  Grenadiers  were  Bragg  s,  Kennedy 's,  Lafcelle'^ 
Highlanders,  and  Anjiruthers  ;  the  right  of  this  body  was  com- 
manded by  Brigadier  Monckton,  and  the  left  by  Brigadier  Murray  ; 
his  rear  and  left  were  protected  by  Col.  Howe's  Light  Infantry, 
who  was  returned  from  the  Four  Gun  Battery  before-mentioned, 
which  was  foon  abandoned  to  him.  General  Montcalm  having 
collected  the  whole  of  his  force  from  the  Beauport  fide,  and  ad- 
vancing fhewed  his  intention  to  flank  our  left,  where  I  was 
immediately  ordered  with  General  Amherji's  battalion,  which  I 
formed  en  potence.  My  mimbei :  were  foon  after  encreafed  by  the 
arrival  of  the  ivo  battalions  of  Royal  Americans  ;  and  Webb's 
was  drawn  up  by  the  General,  as  a  referve,  in  eight  fubdivifions 
with  large  intervals  The  enemy  lined  the  buihes  in  their  front 
with  1  500  Indians  and  Canadians,  and  I  dare  fay  had  placed  molt 
of  their  beft  markfmen  there,  who  kept  up  a  very  galling,  tho' 
irregular,  fire  upon  our  whole  line,  who  bore  it  with  the  great- 
eft  patience,  and  good  order,  referving  their  fire  for  the  main 
body,  now  advancing.  This  fire  of  the  enemy  was  however 
checked  by  our  polls  in  our  front,  which  protected  the  forming 
our  own  line.  The  right  of  the  enemy  was  compofed  of  half  of 
the  troops  of  the  colony,  ^the  battalion  of  La  Sarre,  Languedoc, 
and  the  remainder  of  their  Canadians  and  Indians.  Their  centre 
was  a  column,  and  formed  by  the  battalions  of  Beam  and  Gui- 
enne.  Their  left  was  compofed  of  the  remainder  of  the  troops 
of  the  colony,  and  the  battalion  of  Royal  Rouftllon.  This  was, 
as  near  as  I  can  guefs,  their  line  of  battle.     They  brought  up 

two 
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be  attacked.  An  army  greatly  fuperior  in  number  to  the 
befiegers,  was  ported  nuder  the  walls  of  that  city  in  an  im- 
pregnable fituation.     That  army  was  to  be  forced  to  a  battle 

againfl 


two  pieces  of  fmall  artillery  againfl:  us,  and  we  had  been  able 
to  bring  up  but  one  gun  ;  which  being  admirably  well  ferved, 
galled  their  column  exceedingly.  My  attention  to  the  left  will 
not  permit  me  to  be  very  exact  with  regard  to  every  circumftance 
which  parTed  in  the  centre,  much  lefs  to  the  right ;  but  it  is 
moil  certain,  that  the  enemy  formed  in  good  order,  and  that 
their  ^ttack  was  very  brifk  and  animated  on  that  fide.  Our 
troops  referved  their  fire,  till  within  forty  yards,  which  was  fo 
well  continued,  that  the  enemy  every  where  gave  way.  It  was 
then  our  General  fell  at  the  head  of  Bragg's,  and  the  Louijbourg 
grenadiers,  advancing  with  their  bayonets :  About  the  fame 
time  Brigadier-general  Monckton  received  his  wound  at  the  head 
of  Lafcelles's.  In  the  front  of  the  oppoflte  battalion  fell  alfo 
M.  Montcalm  ;  and  his  fecond  in  command  is  fince  dead  of  his 
wounds  on  board  our  fleet.  Part  of  the  enemy  made  a  fecond 
faint  attack.  Part  took  to  fome  thick  copfe  wood,  and  feemed 
to  make  a  ftand.  It  was  at  this  moment,  that  each  corps 
feemed  in  a  manner  to  exert  itfelf,  with  a  view  to  its  own  pecu- 
liar character.  The  grenadiers,  Bragg's,  and  Lafcelle's,  prefTed 
on  with  their  bayonets.  Brigadier  Murray,  advancing  with  the 
troops  under  his  command,  brilkly  compleated  their  rout  on 
this  fide  ;  when  the  Highlanders,  fupported  by  Anflruther'z, 
took  to  their  broad  fwords,  and  drove  part  into  the  town,  and 
part  to  the  works  at  their  bridge  on  the  river  St.  Charles. 

The  action,  on  our  left  and  rear,  was  not  fo  fevere.  The 
houfes,  into  which  the  Light  Infantry  were  thrown,  were  well 
defended,  being  fupported  by  Col.  Hotve,  who  taking  pod  with 
two  companies  behind  a  fmall  copfe,  and  frequently  fallying  upon 
the  flanks  of  the  enemy  during  the  attack,  drove  them  often  into 
heaps,  againfl:  the  front  of  which  body  I  advanced  Platoons  of 
Amherjl's  regiment,  which  totally  prevented  the  right  wing  from 
executing  their  firil  intention.  Before  this,  one  of  the  Royal 
American  battalions  had  been  detached  to  preferve  our  communi- 
cation with  our  boats,  and  the  other  being  fent  to  occupy  the 
ground  which  Brigadier  Murray's  movement  had  left  open,  I  re- 
mained with  Amherjl's  to  fupport  this  difpofition,  and  to  keep 
the  enemy's  right,  and  a  body  of  their  favages,  which  waited 
ftill  more  towards  our  rear,  oppoflte  the  polls  of  our  Light  In- 
fantry, waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  fall  upon  our  rear. 

This,  Sir,  was  the  fituation  of  things,  when  I  was  told,  in  the 

action, 
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againft  the  inclinations  of  a  wife  and  cautious  commander. 
A  theatre  of  more  than  five  leagues  was  to  be  filled,  and 
operations  of  that  extent  to  be  carried  on  in  the  eye  of  the 

fuperior 


action,  that  I  commanded :  I  immediately  repaired  to  the  centre, 
and  finding  the  purfuit  had  put  part  of  the  troops  in  diforder,  I 
formed  them  as  foon  as  poflible.  Scarce  was  this  effected,  when 
M.  de  Bougainville,  with  his  corps  from  Cape  Rouge  of  2000  men, 
appeared  in  our  rear.  I  advanced  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
two  battalions  towards  him  ;  upon  which  he  retired.  You  will 
not,  I  flatter  myfelf,  blame  me  for  not  quitting  fuch  advantageous 
ground,  and  rifking  the  fate  of  fo  decilive  a  day,  by  feeking  a 
frefh  enemy,  polled  perhaps  in  the  very  kind  of  ground  he  could 
wifh  for,  viz.  woods  and  fwamps. 

We  took  a  great  number  of  French  officers  upon  the  field  of 
battle,  and  one  piece  of  cannon.  Their  lofs  is  computed  to  be 
about  1 500  men,  which  fd\  chiefly  upon  their  regulars. 

I  have  been  employed,  from  the  day  of  action  to  that  of  the 
capitulation,  in  redoubling  our  camp  beyond  infult,  in  making  a 
road  up  the  precipice  for  our  cannon,  in  getting  up  the  artillery, 
preparing  the  batteries,  and  cutting  off  their  communication  with 
the  country.  The  1 7th,  at  noon,  before  we  had  any  battery 
erected,  or  could  have  any  for  two  or  three  days,  a  flag  of  truce 
came  out  with  propofals  of  capitulation,  which  I  fent  back  again 
to  the  town,  allowing  them  four  hours  to  capitulate,  or  no  farther 
treaty.  The  Admiral  had,  at  this  time,  brought  up  his  large 
fhips  as  intending  to  attack  the  town.  The  French  Officer  returned . 
at  night  with  terms  of  Capitulation,  which,  with  the  Admiral, 
were  confidered,  agreed  to,  and  figned  at  eight  in  the  morning, 
the  1 8th  inftant.  The  terms  we  granted,  will  I  flatter  myfelf, 
be  approved  of  by  his  Majeity,  confidering  the  enemy  affembling 
in  our  rear,  and  what  is  far  more  formidable,  the  very  wet  and 
cold  feafon,  which  threatened  our  troops  with  ficknefs,  and  the 
fleet  with  fome  accident ;  it  had  made  our  road  fo  bad,  we  could 
not  bring  up  a  gun  for  fome  time  ;  add  to  this,  the  advantage  of 
entering  the  town,  with  the  walls  in  a  defenfible  ftate,  and  the 
being  able  to  put  a  garrifon  there  ftrong  enough  to  prevent  all 
furprize.  Thefe,  I  hope,  will  be  deemed  fufficient  confiderations 
for  granting  them  the  terms  I  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  to  you. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  country  came  in  to  us  fait,  bringing  in 
their  arms,  and  taking  the  oaths  of  fidelity,  until  a  general  peace 
determines  their  fituation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  herewith  a  lift  of  the  killed  and  . 
wounded  ,  a  lift  of  the  prifoners  as  perfect  as  I  have  vet  been  able 

E  e  to 
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fuperior  army,  by  lefs  than  7000  men.  In  this  conteft  with 
fo  many  difficulties,  one  may  fay  with  nature  itfelf,  the  ge- 
nius of  the  commander  ihewed  itfelf  fuperior  to  every  thing. 

All 


to  get  it ;  and  a  lift  of  the  artillery  and  ftores  in  the  town  as  well  as 
thole  fallen  into  our  hands  at  Beauport  in  confequence  of  the  vic- 
tory. By  deferters  we  learn,  that  the  enemy  are  re-affembling; 
what  troops  they  can,  behind  the  Cape  Rouge  ;  that  M.  de  Levy  is 
come  down  from  the  Montreal  fide  to  command  them ;  fome  fay, 
he  has  brought  two  battalions  with  him  ;  if  fo,  this  blow  has 
already  affifted  General  Amherfi.  By  other  deferters,  we  learn, 
that  M.  de  Bougainville ,  with  800  men,  and  provifions,  was  on 
his  march  to  fling  himfelf  into  the  town  the  18th,  the  very  morn- 
ing it  capitulated,  on  which  day  we  had  not  compleated  the  in- 
veftiture  of  the  place,  as  they  had  broke  their  bridge  of  boats,  and 
had  detachments  in  very  ftrong  works  on  the  other  fide  the  river 
St.  Charles. 

I  fhould  not  do  judice  to  the  Admiral,  and  the  naval  fervice,. 
if  I  neglected  this  occafion  of  acknowledging  how  much  we  are 
indebted  for  our  fuccefs  to  the  conftant  alfiftance  and  fupport  re- 
ceived from  them,  and  the  perfect  harmony  and  correfpondence, 
which  has  prevailed  throughout  all  our  operations,  in  the  uncom- 
mon difficulties,  which  the  nature  of  this  country,  in  particular, 
prefents  to  military  operations  of  a  great  extent,  and  which  no 
army  can  itfelf  folely  fupply  ;  the  immenfe  labour  in  artillery, 
(lores  and  provifions  -,  the  long  watchings  and  attendance  in  boats  ; 
the  drawing  up  our  artillery  by  the  feamen  even  in  the  heat  of 
action  ;  it  is  my  duty,  ihort  as  my  command  has  been,  to  ac- 
knowledge, for  that  time,  how  great  a  fhare  the  navy  has  had 
in  this  fuccefsful  campaign. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
GEO.  TOWNSHEND. 

Vic*   Admiral  Saunders's    Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable   Mr. 
Secretary  Pitt. 
S  I  R, 

I  Have  the  greater!:  pleafure  in  acquainting  you  that  the  town  and 
citadel  of  Quebec  furrendered  on  the  18th  inftant,  and  Iinclofe 
you  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  capitulation.  The  army  took  pof- 
iellion  of  the  gates  on  the  land  fide  the  fame  evening,  and  fent 
fafe-guards  into  the  town  to  prelerve  order,  and  to  prevent  any 
thing  from  being  deftroyed  ;  and  Capt.  Pallifer,  with  a  body  of 
feamen,  landed  in  the  lower  town,  and  did  the  lame.  The  next 
day  our  army  marched  in,  and  near  a  thoufand  French  officers, 

foldiers 
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All  the  difpofitions  to  that  daring  but  judicious  attempt, 
near  Sillery,  which  at  lad  drew  Montcalm  from  his  en- 
trenchments, were  fo  many  mafter  pieces  in  the  art  of  war. 

But 


foldiers  and  feamen,  were  embarked  on  board  fome  Englifh  catts, 
who  fhall  foon  proceed  for  France,  agreeable  to  the  capitulation. 

I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  the  5  th  inft.  by  the  Rodney 
cutter.  The  troops,  mentioned  in  that  letter,  imbarked  on  board 
the  (hips  and  vefTeis  above  the  town,  in  the  night  of  the  6th  inft. 
and  at  four  in  the  morning  of  the  13  th  began  to  land  on  the 
north  fhore,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  town.  General 
Montcalm  with  his  whole  army,  left  their  camp  at  Beauport,  and 
marched  to  meet  him.  A  little  before  ten  both  armies  were  form- 
ed, and  the  enemy  began  the  attack.  Our  troops  received  their 
fire,  and  referved  their  own,  advancing  till  they  v/ere  fo  near 
as  to  run  in  upon  them,  and  pufh  them  with  their  bayonets ; 
by  which,  in  a  very  little  time,  the  French  gave  way,  and  fled 
to  the  town  in  the  utmoft  diibrder,  and  with  great  lofs  ;  for 
our  troops  purfued  them  quite  to  the  walls,  and  killed  many  of 
them  upon  the  glacis,  and  in  the  ditch ;  and  if  the  town  had 
been  further  off  the  whole  French  army  mull:  have  been  deftroyed. 
About  250  French  prifoners  were  taken  that  day,  among  whom 
are  ten  captains,  and  fix  fubaltern  officers,  all  of  whom  will  go 
in  the  great  fhips  to  England. 

I  am  forry  to  acquaint  you,  that  General  Wolfe  was  killed  in 
the  action  -,  and  General  Monckton  (hot  through  the  body ;  but 
he  is  now  fuppofed  to  be  out  of  danger.  General  Montcalm, 
and  the  three  next  French  officers  in  command,  were  killed  j 
but  I  mult  refer  you  to  General  Tcivnjhend  (who  writes  by  this 
opportunity)  for  the  particulars  of  this  action,  the  ftate  of  the 
garrifon,  and  the  meafures  he  is  taking  for  keeping  pofTefiion 
of  it.  I  am  now  beginning  to  fend  on  fhore  the  ftores  they 
will  want,  and  provifions  for  five  thoufand  men  ;  of  which  I 
can  furnifh  them  with  a  fufficient  quantity. 

The  night  of  their  landing,  Admiral  Holmes,  with  the  fhips 
and  troops,  was  about  three  leagues  above  the  intended  landing 
place  :  General  Wolfe,  with  about  half  his  troops,  fet  off  in 
boats,  and  dropped  down  with  the  tide,  and  were  by  that  means, 
lefs  liable  to  be  difcovered  by  the  French  centinels,  ported  all 
along  the  coaft.  The  lhips  followed  them  about  three  quarters 
of  an  hour  afterwards,  and  got  to  the  landing-place  juft  in  the 
time  that  had  been  concerted,  to  cover  their  landing ;  and  confi- 
dering  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  current, 
this  was  a  very  critical  operation  and  v«ry  properly  and  fuccefs- 

E  e  2  fully 
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But  it  is  certain,  that  thefe  things,  notwithflandirig  the  ex- 
traordinary abilities  of  the  general,  could  never  have  been 
comparted,  had  not  the  marine  co-operated  with  an  unani- 
mity, diligence,  and  (kill,  which  never  could  have  taken 
place,  but  from  that  perfect  love  to  their  country,  that  ani- 
mated all  thofe  that  were  concerned  in  this  expedition. 
Here  was  no  murmuring  nor  difcontent,  nor  abfurd  jealou- 
iy  ;  no  mean  competition  between  the  land  and  fea-fervice  ; 
but  the  mod  zealous  endeavours  to  fecond  each  others  ef- 
forts, and  the  moil  generous  inclinations  on  each  fide,  to 
gyve  a  due  praife  to  their  mutual  fervices. 

'  When  the  news  of  this  decifive  action  arrived  in  England, 
we  all  remember,  though  it  is  very  difficult  to  defcribe,  the 
various  and  mixed  emotions  with  which  every  one  was  af- 
fected. But  two  days  before  this  came,  was  received  the 
exprefs  which  General  Wolfe  had  fent  off  after  the  affair 
of  Montmorenci.  When  the  general  doubted,  the  public 
thought  they  had  reafon  to  defpair.  But  whilft  this  gloom 
was  frefh  and  in  the  midft  of  the  general  defpondency,  a 
fecond  exprefs  arrives,  and  brings  all  at  once  an  account  of 

the 


fully  conducted.  When  General  Wolfe,  and  the  troops  with  him, 
had  landed,  the  difficulty  of  gaining  the  top  of  the  hill  is  fcarce 
credible :  it  was  very  iteep  in  its  afcent,  and  high,  and  no  path 
where  two  could  go  a-breaft :  but  they  were  obliged  to  pull  them- 
felves  up  by  the  trumps  and  boughs  of  trees,  that  covered  the 
declivity. 

Immediately  after  our  victory  over  their  troops,  I  ferit  up  all 
the  boats  in  the  fleet  with  artillery,  and  ammunition ;  and  on 
the  17th  v/ent  up  with  the  men  of  war  in  a  difpontion  to  attack 
the  lov/er  town,  as  foon  as  General  Toivnjhend  fhould  be  ready  to 
attack  the  upper  j  but  in  the  evening  they  lent  out  to  the  camp 
and  offered  terms  of  capitulation. 

I  have  the  farther  pleafure  of  acquainting  you,  that  during 
this  tedious  campaign  there  has  continued  a  perfect  good  un- 
derstanding between  the  army  and  the  navy.  I  have  received 
great  afiiiiance  from  Admirals  Durell and  Holmes,  and  from  all  the 
captains :  Indeed  every  body  has  exerted  themfelves  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  duty  :  even  the  tranfports  have  willingly  affifted  me 
with  boats  and  people  on  the  landing  the  troops,  and  many  other 
fervices. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CHARLES  SAUNDERS. 


for  (jeneraii 

J-ame  s  Wolfe 
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the  victory,  the  taking  of  Quebec,  and  the  death  of  Gene- 
ral Wolfe.  The  effect  of  fo  joyful  news,  immediately  on 
fuch  a  dejection,  and  then  the  mixture  of  grief  and  pity, 
which  attended  the  public  congratulations  and  applaufes, 
was  very  fingular  and  affecting.  The  fort  of  mourning 
triumph,  that  manifefted  itfelf  on  that  occafion,  did  equal 
honour  to  the  memory  of  the  General,  and  to  the  huma- 
nity of  the  nation. 

A  little  circumftance  was  talked  of  at  that  time,  and  it  de- 
ferves  to  be  recorded,  as  it  (hews  a  firmnefs  of  fentiment, 
and  a  juftnefs  of  thinking,  in  the  lower  kind  of  people, 
that  is  rarely  met  with  even  amcngft  perfons  of  education. 
The  mother  of  General  Wolfe  was  an  object  marked  out 
for  pity  by  great  and  peculiar  diflrefs ;  the  public  wound 
pierced  her  mind  with  a  particular  affliction,  who  had  ex- 
perienced the  dutiful  fon,  the  amiable  domeftic  character, 
whilft  the  world  admired  the  accomplifhed  officer.  Within 
a  few  months  fhe  had  loft  her  hufband  ;  ihe  now  loft  this 
fon,  her  only  child.  The  populace  of  the  village  where 
{he  lived  unanimoufly  agreed  to  admit  no  illuminations  or 
firings,  or  any  other  fign  of  rejoycing  whatfoever  near  her 
houfe,  left  they  fhould  feem  by  an  ill-timed  triumph,  to 
infult  over  her  grief.  There  was  a  juftnefs  in  this,  and 
whoever  knows  the  people,  knows  that  they  made  no 
fmall  facrifice  on  this  occafion. 

The  nation,  which  never  fuffers  any  public  fervice  to 
pafs  unrewarded,  proceeded  to  honour  the  merits  of  the 
living  and  of  the  dead.  The  minifter  himfelf  made  the 
motion  for  this  purpofe  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  all 
the  force  of  eloquence  was  difplayed  in  fetting  off  thefe 
fervices  in  their  proper  light.  A  magnificent  monument 
was  voted  for  the  deceafed  General  in  Weftminfter  Abbey ; 
the  living  Generals  and  Admirals  received  the  greateft  of 
honours,  the  thanks  of  their  country,  by  their  reprefen- 
tatives. 

It  is  not  known  with  certainty  in  what  manner  the 
French  difpofed  of  the  remainder  of  their  army  after  the 
battle  of  Quebec.  It  is  probable  that  they  retired  towards 
Montreal  and  Trois  Rivieres,  the  only  places  of  any  con- 
ference which  they  had  left  in  Canada.  In  order  to  de- 
prive them  of  fubfiftence  in  any  attempt  they  might  be  in- 
duced  to  make  towards  the  recovery  of  Quebec  in  the 
winter,  the  country  along  the  river  was  laid  wafte  for  a 

very 
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very  confiderable  extent.  A  meafure,  which  for  the  fake 
of  humanity,  we  could  have  wifhed  not  to  have,  been  found 
neceffary. 

Whild  the  operations  were  thus  fuccefsfully  carried  on 
in  the  river  St.  Laurence,  General  Amherft  was  not  want- 
ing in  his  endeavours  on  the  fide  of  Lake  Champlain. 
Though  the  retreat  of  the  French  from  Crown  Point  and 
Ticonderoga  had  left  him  entirely  mailer  of  Lake  George, 
he  found  that  the  command  of  Lake  Champlain  was  dill 
an  object  of  fome  difficulty.  Mr.  Bourlemaque,  who  com- 
manded in  that  part,  had  retired  to  the  Iflede  Noix,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  lake,  where  he  had  three  thoufand  five 
hundred  men  drongly  entrenched ;  he  had  likewife  four 
flout  armed  {loops,  by  which  he  could  eafily  defeat  any 
attempts  by  boats. 

General  Amherft  found  it  neceffary  to  attain  a  naval  fu- 
periority  upon  the  Champlain,  before  he  could  hope  to  pufh 
his  operations  any  further  ;  but  this  was  a  work  of  fo  much 
time,  that  it  made  it  abfolutely  impoffible  to  attain  the 
great  end  of  the  campaign,  the  communication  with  Ge- 
neral Wolfe,  who  was  left  in  the  manner  we  have  feen  to 
the  exertion  of  his  fingle  urength.  The  naval  preparations 
were  not  perfectly  accomf>lilhed  before  the  10th  of  Octo- 
ber. They  confided  of  a  great  radeau,  eighty  four  feet  in 
length,  and  twenty  in  breadth,  which  carried  fix  twenty- 
four  pounders  ;  the  reft  confided  of  a  brigantine  and  a 
(loop. 

Covered  by  thefe  the  army  was  embarked  in  boats  in  a 
mod  excellent  difpofition,  and  proceeded  a  confi- 
Oct.  1 1,    derable  way  up  the  lake  ;  but  as    the   feafon  was 
far  advanced,   and  the  weather  growing  cold  and 
tempeftuous,   he  judged  it  highly  dangerous  to  venture  his 
troops   much   upon   the   water  in   open  batteaux  ;   for  the 
waves  run  as  high  on  this  lake  as  at  fea  in  an  hard  gale  of 
wind.     Befides,  he  could  not  hope  at  this  advanced  feafon 
to  act  at  fuch  a  diftance  as  the  Ifle  de  Noix  with  any  effect ; 
he  therefore  wifely  podponed  his  operations  on  that  fide  to 
another  year,  and  contented  himfelf  for  the  prefent  with 
the  efforts  of  his  little  marine,  which  exerted  itfelf  with 
great  activity  ;  they  blocked  up  two  of  the  enemies  drong- 
ed  veflels   in  a  bay,   but  the    French  abandoned 
Oct.  15.    them  in  the  night,  and  funk  them  in  a  deep  wa- 
ter, the  crews  making  their  efcape ;  thefe  they 

were 
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were  in  hopes  to   weigh  up.     The  French  appearing  no 
where  to  oppofe  them,  the  armed  {loops  returned 
to  Crown  Point  Toon  after  the  troops,  which  were    O&.  21. 
difpofed  in  winter  quarters. 

The  memorable  and  vigorous  campaign  of  1759,  which 
made  full  amends  for  the  inactivity  of  the  former,  was  thus 
happily  clofed.  By  the  taking  of  Niagara,  Ticonderago, 
and  above  all,  Quebec,  the  French,  in  the  little  remaining 
part  of  Canada,  are  inverted  upon  every  fide.  The  troops 
which  they  have  under  Mr.  Levy  at  Montreal,  and  thofe 
under  Mr.  Bourlemaque  at  Ifle  de  Noix,  can  neither  be 
recruited  with  men,  nor  properly  fupplied  with  military 
(lores,  all  communication  with  France  being  cut  off.  So 
that  in  the  opening  of  the  next  campaign,  if  they  are  at- 
tacked with  vigour  from  the  fide  of  Quebec,  whilfr.  Gene- 
ral Amherfl  advances  with  his  body  by  Lake  Champlain,  of 
which  he  has  now  the  entire  dominion,  the  refinance  will 
be  no  more  than  fufficient  to  give  reputation  to  the  con- 
quer!: ;  and  it  will  depend  more  upon  our  own  fentiments 
of  convenience  what  part  of  North  America  we  fhall  leave 
to  France,  than  to  any  efforts  they  may  make  in  that  part 
of  the  world  ;  happy  if  our  European  fyftem  mould  fo 
far  concur,  as  to  leave  us  free  to  conclude  a  peace  in 
America  upon  its  own  merits. 

CHAP.    VIII. 

Prince  Henry'' s  march  into  Saxony.  General  Vehla  defeated. 
King  of  Prnffia  enters  Saxony.  Pruffans  defeated  at 
Maxen.  Again  defeated  at  Meiffen.  M.  Daun  occupies 
the  camp  at  Pima.  Munfler  furrenders  to  the  allies. 
Hereditary  Prince  of  Briuifvuick  defeats  the  Duke  of 
V/urtemburg  at  Fulda.  March  of  the  Hereditary  Prince 
of  Brunfwick  to  Saxony. 

WE  took  notice,  in  the  preceeding  part  of  our  narra- 
tive, of  that  movement  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  bv 
which  he  got  between  the  Ruffians  and  Great  Glogau,  and 
thereby  baffled  their  defign  upon  that  important  place.  This 
movement,  at  once  daring,  prudent  and  necefTary,  hindered 
the  Ruffians  from  taking  winter  quarters  in  his  dominions ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  it  unavoidably  cut  off  all  communica- 
tion with  the  army  of  Prince  Henry- 

That 
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That  Prince,  feeing  that  he  could  not  fecond  the  opera- 
tions of  the  King,  his  brother,  on  the  fide  of  Silefia,  con- 
trived another  expedient  of  co-operating  with  him,  which 
was  immediately  to  direct  his  march  towards  Saxony. 
There  was  no  object,  the  poffeflion  of  which  was  more 
interefling  ;  on  that  account  it  was  very  proper ;  but  this 
march  anfwered  alfo  another  end ;  for  it  drew  the  attention 
of  M.  Daun  to  the  fide  of  Saxony,  and  difabled  him 
from  aflifting  the  defigns  of  the  Ruffians  againfl  Glogau, 
either  with  his  whole  army,  or  with  any  confiderable  de- 
tachment from  it.  The  whole  country  of  Lufatia,  through 
which  this  projected  march  lay,  was  in  a  manner  overfpread 
with  the  enemy.  M.  Daun,  with  the  main  army  of  the 
Auflrians,  lay  at  a  place  called  Sorau,  oppofite  to  the  prince's 
camp.  Five  bodies  of  Ruffians  occupied  as  many  advanta- 
geous ports  between  the  Bober  and  the  Neifs.  General 
Laudohn  pofTefled  the  whole  country  along  the  Spree,  with 
feveral  Auflrian  corps.  To  get  round  M.  Daun,  it  was 
neceffary  to  make  a  vafl  circuit,  and  to  march  between 
the  Auflrian  and  Ruffian  armies  for  more  than  fixty  Englifh 
miles. 

Before  the  prince  entered  upon  this  arduous  defign,  by 
feveral  bold  movements  he  obliged  M.  Daun  to  retreat 
from  Sorau  to  Gorlitz,  and  from  Gorlitz  as  far  as  Bautzen, 
keeping  himfelf  as  much  as  poffible  between  the  prince  and 
Saxony.  But  his  Royal  Highnefs,  having  perceived  the 
direction  in  which  M.  Daun  was  moving,  made  a  com- 
pafs  to  the  northward  of  the  Auflrians,  into  the  Lower 
Lufatia,   paffed  the  Neifs  at   Rothenburg,   and  marching 

with  the  utmofl  expedition  arrived  at  Hoyers 
Sept.  25.  Werda  in  two  days  from  his  leaving  his  pofls  near 

Zittau.  This  rapid  march  brought  them  quite 
unexpected  upon  a  body  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  Auflrian 
irregulars,  commanded  by  General  Vehla,  who  were  fitu- 
ated  in  all  fecurity  behind  the  town.  They  were  routed 
with  no  fmall  {laughter.  Having  diflodged  this  corps,  the 
prince's  army  had  leifure  to  repofe  themfelves  after  fuch  a 
fatiguing  march,   for  two  days  ;    and  then  continued  their 

progrefs  towards  the  Elbe,  which  river  they 
Oct.  2.      croffed  at  Torgau,   having  received  notice  that 

M.  Daun  had  croffed  it  before  them  near  Drefden. 
Thus  was  the  grand  theatre  of  the  war  once  more  trans- 
ferred into  Saxony,  and  that  miferable  country,  continually 

harrafTed, 
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harrafTed,  continually  tofTed  from  hand  to  hand,  the  fport 
of  violence  and  fortune,  fuffered  equal  diftrefles  from  its 
deliverers  and  its  enemies. 

The  Pruffian  army,  from  the  beginning  of  this  war,  has 
been  particularly  diftinguifhed  for  its  marches  ;  and  there 
is  certainly  nothing  in  all  the  various  operations  of  war, 
which  more  particularly  diitinguifhes  good  troops,  and  able 
and  fpirited  leaders.  But  this  march  of  prince  Henry  over 
fuch  a  traQ:  of  country,  almoft  every  where  occupied  by 
the  enemy,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  and  with  fo  little  lofs,  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  mofl:  extraordinary,  and  the  beft  con- 
dueled,  of  the  marches,  that  have  been  made  by  the  Pruf- 
fian,  or  any  other  army. 

This  fortunate  ftroke,  together  with  the  retreat  of  the 
Ruffians,  afforded  fome  hope,  that  notwithstanding  his  re- 
peated difafters,  the  King  of  Pruffia  might  ftill  conclude 
the  campaign  to  his  advantage.  The  detachments  under 
Finck  and  Wunfch  had  no  fooner  entered  Mifnia,  than 
they  attained  a  fuperiority  over  the  united  armies  of  Au- 
ftria  and  the  Empire  ;  all  the  places  which  in  fo  fhort  a 
time  they  had  feized,  in  as  fhort  a  time  were  reduced  to 
the  obedience  of  their  former  matters.  Wunfch  had  en- 
gaged their  army,  and  defeated  one  of  its  wings.  This 
victory  gave  them  the  poffeffion  of  every  thing  to  the  gates 
of  Drefden,  the  only  town  which  remained  to  the  enemy 
of  all  thofe  they  had  taken.  They  found  themfelves  unable 
to  prevent  prince  Henry  from  pafling  the  Elbe  ;  they  found 
themfelves  unable  to  prevent  General  Hulfen  from  coming 
to  his  relief  with  a  confiderable  detachment ;  they  found 
themfelves  unable  to  prevent  the  King  from 
joining  himfelf  to  thofe  ;  when,  after  obliging  the  Nov.  12. 
Ruffians  to  evacuate  Silefia,  he  marched  to  their 
relief,  leaving  General  Itzenplitz,  with  a  part  of  his  army, 
to  keep  the  Ruffians  from  availing  themfelves  of  his  abfence. 
On  this  the  army  of  the  empire  retired.  M.  Daun  fell 
back  towards  Drefden.  All  the  King  of  Pruffia's  poffo 
were  left  unmolefted,  and  after  all  his  loffes,  and  all  his  ne- 
ceffary  detachments,  he  ftill  faw  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
gallant  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  in  high  fpirits,  and 
ready  to  execute  the  moft  defperate  of  his  orders,  notwith- 
ftanding the  advanced  feafon,  and  the  great  extremity  of 
the  cold. 

F  f  It 
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It  is  true,  that  M.  Daun  was  fuperior  to  him  in  num- 
bers, and  yet  more  fo  in  fituation.  He  could  at  any  time 
take  pofTeiTion  of  the  famous  camp  at  Pirna,  where  he 
could  not  be  attacked  with  any  profpecr.  of  fuccefs ;  but 
then  the  freezing  of  the  Elbe,  the  fnow  on  the  mountains 
which  divide  Bohemia  from  Saxony,  and  the  continual  mo- 
legations  which  might  be  expected  from  the  Pruflian  par- 
ties, made  this  fituation  as  dangerous,  in  fome  refpe£ts,  as 
it  was  defirable  in  others. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  many,  that  thefe  advantages  on 
the  fide  of  the  King  of  Pruflia,  well  purfued  without  aim- 
ing at  more,  would  in  a  fliort  time  infallibly  have  obliged 
M.  Daun  to  relinquifh  his  ftrong  poft,  and  to  retire  into 
Bohemia,  abandoning  Drefden,  and  with  it  all  the  fruits 
of  his  victorious  campaign.  But  the  King,  pofTefled  by 
an  idea  of  the  ill  fituation  of  the  Auftrians,  thought  that 
advantages  of  greater  moment,  and  more  decifive,  might 
be  drawn  from  it.  He  knew,  that  the  partes  into  Bohemia 
were  fo  difficult,  that  by  fome  potts  properly  chofen  and 
ftrongly  guarded,  the  fubfiftence  of  the  Auftrians  might  be 
made  impracticable,  and  even  their  retreat  rendered  fo 
difficult,  that  M.  Daun  would  find  himfelf  compelled  to 
fight  at  a  difadvantage,  and  to  put  to  the  hazard  of  the 
field,  all  that  his  caution  and  prudence  had  been  fo  long 
and  fo  painfully  procuring. 

Upon  this  plan  the  King,  having  obliged  M.  Daun  to 
retreat  as  far  as  Plauen,  advanced  himfelf  as  far  as  Keffel- 
dorf ;  and  ordered  General  Finck,  with  a  ftrong  corps,  to 
turn  the  Auftrians,  and  feize  the  defiles  of  Maxen  and  Ot- 
tendorf,  through  which  alone  it  feemed  poffible  for  the 
Auftrians  to  communicate  with  Bohemia.  This  was  fo 
fuccefsfully  executed,  that  there  appeared  no  doubt  that 
the  King  had  effeclually  fecured  one  of  his  principal  ob- 
jects, and  had  placed  Daun  between  two  fires. 

Whilft  the  Pruflians  enjoyed  this  fecurity,  M.  Daun, 
who  was  aware  of  their  defign,  had  lb  occupied  all  the 
eminences  about  this  rough  and  dangerous  place,  and  all 
the  paffes  into  it,  that  the  Pruflians  were  hardly  attacked, 
when  their  defeat  feemed  inevitable.  It  is  probable  that 
they  had  got  too  far  into  thefe  defiles,  and  had  not  taken 
proper  meafures  to  fecure  a  retreat,  or  any  fort  of  com- 
munication with  the  grand  army.  They  became  too  late 
fenfible  of  their  fituation,  and  they  made,  for  a  whole  day, 

the 
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the  moft  intrepid  efforts  to  difengage  themfelves  from  it ; 
but  they  were  foiled  in  every  attempt,  with  confiderable 
lofs  of  men,  and  of  the  mod  part  of  their  artillery. 

Night  put  a  flop  to  the  engagement ;   the  Auftrians  em- 
ployed it  effectually,  to  entangle  the  Pruffians,  by  guarding 
with  double  ftrength  and  vigilance,  every  avenue  through 
which  it  was  poffible  for   them  to  efcape.     So 
that- when  the  morning  appeared,  they  faw  the  Nov.  26. 
hills  covered  upon   every   fide  with  great  bodies 
of  their   enemies,   and   every  defile   prefented   a  wall   of 
bayonets,  through  which  it  was  impoifible  to  penetrate. 
Thus  galled  with  the  lodes  of  the  preceding  day,  in  which 
it  is  faid  they  had  exhaufted  almoft  all  their  ammunition, 
ftripped  of  the  greateft  part  of  their  cannon,  furrounded  by 
the  enemy  on  all  quarters,  no  refource,  no  profpeft  of  re- 
lief appearing,  the  army  loft  all  hope,  and  all  fpirit.      To 
make  any  efforts  in  this  condition,  General  Finck  thought 
would  only  be  to  throw  away  unprofitably  the  lives  of  many 
brave  men,   which   might   be  referved  for  a  more  hopeful 
occafion  ;  he  therefore,  notwithstanding  the  known  rigour 
of  his  matter,   the  apparent  fhame   of  the  thing,  and  the 
thoufand  circumftances  of  embarraflment  that  muft  have 
arifen  to  a  man  of  honour  at  fuch  a  juncture,  came  to  a 
refolution  of  furrendering  the  whole  army  prifoners  of  war. 
Nineteen  battalions  and  thirty-five  fquadrons,  compofing 
near  twenty  thoufand  men  by  the  Auftrian  account,  above 
twelve   by  the   Pruflian    confeiTion,    fixty-four   pieces    of 
cannon,   many  flandards   and  colours   were  taken  on  this 
occafion. 

It  was  unqueftionably  the  greateft  blow  which  the  Pruf- 
fians  had  felt  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  ;  confidering 
the  critical  time,  the  numbers  taken,  and  the  lofs  of  repu- 
tation, which  arofe  from  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
taken.  It  is  no  wonder,  that  fuch  an  extraordinary  advan- 
tage, thus  cheaply  obtained,  mould  greatly  have  elevated 
the  friends  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  They  had  pat  the 
cheat  upon  the  Pruflians,  they  had  caught  their  enemy  in 
the  very  trap  which  they  had  laid,  as  they  thought,  with 
fuch  addrefs  for  them.  They  had  now  received  a  full  in- 
demnification for  the  capture  of  the  Saxon  army,  which 
had  furrendered  in  much  the  fame  manner,  and  very 
near  this  place,  in  the  vear  1756. 

F  f  2  The 
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The  King  of  Pr.uilia  had  not  time  to  recover  from  this 
ftroke,  under  which  he  was  yet  daggering,  when  he  receiv- 
ed another  blow,  and  a  fevere  one.  General  Durceke  was 
ported  at  the  right  of  the  Elbe,  oppofite  to  Meif- 
Dec.  4.  fen;  but  on  the  approach  of  a  large  body  of  Au- 
ftxians,  they  prepared  to  retreat  over  the  river 
into  that  place  into  which  they  thought  their  retreat  fecure ; 
but  having  been  obliged  by  an  hard  froft.  to  withdraw  their 
bridge  of  boats,  a  thaw  fupervening,  when  they  attempted 
to  lay  a  bridge  of  pontoons,  fo  many  great  fragments  of  ice 
floated  in  the  river,  that  they  found  it  impracticable  ;  they 
were  therefore  under  the.  neceffity  of  palling  over  their 
army  in  boats.  Whilft  they  flruggled  with  thefe  difficul- 
ties, their  rear  guard  was  attacked  by  the  Auftrians  with 
great  fury,  and  all  the  men  that  compofed  it,  together  with 
the  General,  were  killed  or  made  prifoners.  The  lofs  of 
the  Pruflians  on  this  occafion  is  raid  to  have  been  three 
thoufand  killed  and  taken  ;  and  this  fecond  furprize  brought 
a  newdifcredit,  as  well  as  a  great  detriment  to  the  PrufTian 
arms. 

M.  Daun  was  not  fo  carried  away  with  this  flood  of  fuc- 
cefs,  as  to  depart  in  the  lean:  degree  from  his  ufual  cauti- 
ous management.  Two  advantages  were  now  obtained, 
which,  with  a  very  few  efforts,  might.be  improved,  to  the 
entire  definition  of  the  King  of  Pruflla.  At  leaft,  many 
Generals  would  have  thought  fo  ;  but  M.  Daun  thought 
that  the  fame  conduct.,  which,  with  no  rifque,  and  with 
little  lofs,  had  reduced  the  King  fo  low,  was  the  moil:  likely, 
if  purfued,  to  bring  on  his  entire  ruin.  He  refolved  to  give 
that  monarch  no  fort  of  .chance  to  recover  his  fortune  ; 
Daun,  after  the  two  great  victories  of  the  Ruffians  his 
allies,  after  the  two  great  victories  he  had  himfelf  newly 
obtained,  retired  behind  Drefden;  and  a$  if  he  had  been 
beaten,  as  often  as  he  was  victorious,  he  took  refuge  in 
the  impregnable  camp  at  Pirna,  having  fo  difpoied  matters, 
that  the  King  of  Pruflia,  now  too  weak  to  fend  out  any 
great  detachments,  could  not  prevent  his  communication 
with  Bohemia. 

"Whilfl:  the  King  of  Pruflia  carried  on  his  unfuccefsful 
campaign. in  Saxony,  through  all  the  rigours  of  the  fevered 
winter  for  many  years  felt  in  Europe  ;  the  army  of  the  al- 
lies kept  the  field  with  better  fortune.  It  is  true,  things 
had  been  fo  difpofed  by  the  obflinate  refinance  of  Muniter, 
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and  the  reinforcements  which  arrived  in  the  French  army, 
that  Prince  Ferdinand  did  not  find  himfelf  in  a  condition 
to  force  thern  to  a  deciiive  action  ;  and  therefore  the  fili- 
ation of  the  two  armies  had  continued  much  the  fame  for 
a  confiderable  time.  At  length  Munfler,  after  a  feries  cf 
operations,  fometimes  a  fiege,  fometimes  a  bloc- 
kade, now  broken  off,  and  now  refumed,  a*  lait  Nov.  aot 
furrendered,  and  the  garrifon  capitulated  for  their 
liberty. 

Not  long  after  this,  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick, 
all  whofe  enterprifes  are  diftinguifhed  with  a  peculiar  eclat 
and  fplender,  that  mark  them  for  his  own,  performed  a  fer- 
vice  that  curbed  the  French,  even  more  than  the  lofs  of 
Munfler.  Prince  Cl^arle^  of  Bevem  was  alfo  engaged  in 
this  defign. 

The  Duke  of  Wurtemburg  had  renewed  his  treaty  of 
fubfidy  with  France,  and  having  recruited  and  augmented 
his  troops,  he  lay  at  Fulda,  a  great  way  to  the  right  of  the 
French  army.  The  Hereditary  Prince  formed  a  defign  to 
attack  him  at  that  diftance. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  taking  a  fmall,  but  well 
chofen  corps  of  horfe  and  foot,  and  difengaging  them  from 
their  baggage,  he  arrived  in  two  days  at  Fulda,  where  the 
Wurtemburgers  enjoyed  themfeives  in  full  fecurity.  A  feu 
de  joye  had  been  ordered  for  that  day  ;  the  troops  were  all 
in  their  bed  cloaths ;  the  Duke  had  invited  all  the  ladies  in 
the  town  to  his  table,  and  to  a  ball,  which  he  intended  to 
have  given  that  very  day  ;  but  the  Hereditary  Prince  dif- 
concerted  their  meafures,  both  of  war  and  diverfion.  A 
large  party  of  the  Wurtemburg  troops  were  ported  in  a 
plain  before  the  town.  The  Hereditary  Prince  fell  upon 
them  unawares  in  their  front  and  flank,  and  drove  them 
into  the  town,  into  which  he  clofely  purfued  them.  Here 
they  made  fome  appearance  of  maintaining  their  ground 
for  fome  minutes,  but  they  were  foon  driven  cut  on  the 
other  fide,  and  hotly  purfued  by  the  Prince  of  Brunfwick  ; 
without  the  town  they  were  met  by  Prince  Charles  of  Be- 
vern,  who  had  made  a  ccmpafs  about  the  place,  and  at- 
tacked them  vigoroufly  as  foon  as  they  had  got  out  of  it. 
Four  battalions  made  fome  refinance,  and  were  all  cut  to 
pieces  or  made  prifoners ;  the  reft,  with  the  Duke  himfelf 
covered  by  the  refinance  of  thefe  battalions,  made  a  fliift 
to  efcape.    ; Above  a  thoufand  prifoners  were  made  on  this 
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occafion  ;  and  the  Prince  returned  to  the  camp  of  the  allies, 
after  having  effectually  difabled  this  corps  from  performing 
any  thing  confiderable;  and  this  action  was  of  the  greatefr. 
confequence,  as,  by  the  difpchtion  of  that  corps  at  Fulda, 
there  was  an  appearance  as  if  the  French  meant  to  form  a 
communication  with  the  army  of  the  Empire,  for  the 
mutual  extenhon  and  fecurity  of  their  winter  quarters. 

This  enterprife  was  only  the  prelude  to  another,  which 
promifed  to  be  much  more  extenfive  in  its  confequences. 
The  feafon  was  now  grown  too  fevere  to  fuffer  the  allies 
to  pufh  any  further  the  advantages  they  had  obtained  over 
the  French  ;  at  the  fame  time  it  difabled  the  French  from 
attempting  any  thing  confiderable  againft  them.  Befides 
thefe  advantages  of  the  feafon,  by  poffeffmg  Munfter,  the 
allies  were  no  longer  obliged  to  keep  fo  large  a  body  of  men 
in  Weftphalia.  Thefe  were  the  confiderations  which  fuf- 
fered  Prince  Ferdinand  to  turn  his  eyes  to  the  diftrefTed 
{rate  of  the  King  of  Pruffia's  affairs.  After  the  two  great 
blows  which  that  monarch  had  fuffered,  there  was  no  hope 
of  diilodging  M.  Daun  with  his  fingle  force  ;  and  he  was 
utterly  unable  to  avail  himfclf  as  heretofore,  of  the  rigour 
of  the  feafon,  to  ftrike  a  decifive  blow.  Prince  Ferdinand, 
diflant  as  he  was  from  his  diftreffed  ally,  and  fo  near  to  an 
ertemy  fuperior  in  numbers,  did  not  hefitate  to  fend  him 
fuccours,  to  enable  him,  ifpoffible,  to  make  a  final  effort. 
He  detached  therefore  12,000  of  his  bed:  men,  and  placed 
them  under  the  command  of  the  Hereditary  Prince,  with 
whofe  vigour  and  diligence  he  was  perfectly  acquainted, 
and  under  whom  he  knew  the  foldiers  would  endure  any 
nc>  hardfhip  with  chearfulnefs.     They  marched  from 

11.  Korfaorff,  and  in  the  depth  of  the  late  fevere 
feafon,  without  lofing  a  man  by  ficknefs  or  defertion,  in 
fifteen  days,  marched  near  three  hundred  miles,  and  join- 
ed the  King  of  Pruffia  at  Freybourg. 

This  junction  raifed  for  a  while  the  fpirits  and  hopes  of 
the  Pruilian  army,  but,  in  effect,  it  did  more  honour  to 
the  abilities  of  the  Hereditary  Prince,  than  fervice  to  the 
King.  The  feafon  which  fought  equally  againft  all  fides, 
the  inaccefFible  camp  at  Pirna,  and  the  caution  of  M.  Daun, 
rendered  it  impoflible  for  the  King,  notwithftanding  this  re- 
inforcement, to  make  any  attempt.  So  that  after  feveral 
movements  in  hopes  of  bringing  the  Auftrians  to  an  en- 
gagement, he  was  obliged  at  length  to  defiit,  and  to  fuffer 
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the  fhattered  remains  of  his  army  to  repofe  in  winter  quar- 
ters, after  the  fruitlefs  fatigues  of  fo  long,  fo  laborious,  and 
fo  bloody  a  campaign. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  did  not  derive  the  benefits  that 
were  expected  from  this  detachment  ;  the  French  had  no 
fooner  notice  of  it,  than  they  attempted  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  the  weaknefs  it  caufed  in  the  allied  army.  The 
Duke  of  Broglio  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  French  troops; 
he  had  lately  returned  from  Verfailles,  having  ruined  the 
character  of  M.  de  Contades,  eftabliihed  his  own,  remov- 
ed his  rival,  and,  in  fpight  of  feniority,  had  acquired  the 
marfhal's  itaff,  and  the  command  of  the  army.  He  thought 
he  had  now  an  opportunity  for  an  action  of  eclat  to  diftin- 
guifh  his  entrance  into  command.     He  attempted  to  attack 

Prince  Ferdinand  by  furprife.  But  finding  him 
Dec.  24.  perfectly  prepared,  and  all  his  pofts  well  guarded, 

he  thought  it  moff.  prudent  to  retire  to  his  form- 
er quarters  ;  and  with  this  abortive  attempt  clofed  the  ope- 
rations of  the  German  campaign,  from  whence  France  had 
entertained  fuch  fanguine  hopes ;  leaving  to  Prince  Ferdi- 
nand the  glory  of  taking  Munfter  in  the  prefence  of  one  of 
their  armies,  and  of  fecuring  his  own  ports  againft  all  their 
efforts,  after  he  had,  from  an  inferior  number,  detached 
12,000  men  three  hundred  miles  from  his  camp. 

CHAP.     IX. 

The  preparations  at  Vannes  and  Brefl.  Tbe  Englifh  fleet 
driven  from  their  flat  ion.  Tbe  aftion  near  Eelleifle. 
French  fleet  defeated.  War  in  the  Eaft  Indies  in  1  758. 
French  fleet  under  M.  a"  Ache  twice  beaten.  M.  de  Lally 
takes  Fort  St.  David's,  and  repulfed  at  Tanjour.  Lavs 
fiege  to  Madrafs.  Obliged  to  raife  the  /lege.  Conclv.lUn 
of  the  annals  of  1  759. 

THE  feverity  of  the  winter  could  not  put  a  flop  to  the 
operations  of  the  land  armies ;  it  had  no  more  effect 
upon  the  operations  at  fea,  which  went  on  with  vigour,  in 
fpight  of  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon.  The  invafion 
projected  by  France,  which  the  engagement  off  Cape 
Lagos  had  retarded,  was  by  no  means  laid  afide. 

The  preparations  for  a  naval  equipment  in  the  har- 
bour of  Bred,  and  for  tranfporting  a  body  of  forces  from 

Vanned, 
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Vannes,  went  on  continually.  The  winter  did  not  delay 
thefe  preparations,  becaufe  it  was  hoped  that  in  that  feafon, 
the  Britifh  fleet  might  be  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  their 
own  harbours ;  and  thus  might  afford  an  opportunity  for 
the  French  fleet  to  come  out  unoppofed,  and  to  execute  the 
object  of  their  deftination  before  the  Britifh  navy  could  be 
in  readinefs  to  encounter  them. 

In  fa  ft,  they  were  not  wholly  difappointed  in  their  ex- 
pectations. A  violent  ftorm  forced  Sir  Edward  Hawke  to 
quit  his  ftation  off  Breft.  He  came  with  his  whole  fleet  to 
anchor  in  Torbay. 

The  French  fleet  availed  itfclf  of  his  abfence  to 

Nov.  14.  put    to    fea.        The  whole   Englifh    nation    was 

alarmed  ;  but  it  was  an   alarm  which   produced 

no  hurry   or  difturbance,  but   vigorous,  cool,  and   fettled 

methods  for  defence. 

And  now  the  event  of  the  whole  war  was  put  to  the  iffue  ; 
for  upon  the  good  or  ill  fuccefs  of  this  ftroke  every  thing 
depended.  Admiral  Hawke  loft  not  a  moments 
Nov.  14.  time  to  put  again  to  fea,  and  to  feek  the  French 
fleet.  Both  fquadrons  put  to  fea  on  the  fame 
day  ;  Sir  Edward  Hawke  from  Torbay,  M.  de  Conflans 
from  Breft.  There  was  a  difference  of  but  one  fhip  of  the 
line  in  their  forces. 

It  is  impoffible  here  to  pafs  over  the  gallant  behaviour  of 
one  of  our  Admirals,  as  it  helps  to  mark  the  genius  and  fpi- 
rit  of  this  happy  time,  and  as  this  is  one  of  the  fineft  inftan- 
ces  of  it.  Admiral  Saunders  came  into  port  from  his  Que- 
bec expedition  immediately  after  Hawke  had  failed.  After 
fuch  a  long  voyage  and  fo  fevere  a  campaign,  unbroken  by 
fatigue,  and  flill  infatiated  with  glory,  he  determined  im- 
mediately to  fet  fail  again,  and  partake  the  honour  and 
danger  of  the  coming  engagement.  For  this  purpofe  no 
time  was  to  be  loft,  and  he  had  no  orders.  But  he  thought 
the  exigencies  of  his  country  fufficient  orders;  and  he 
knew  that  at  this  time  the  letter  of  military  difcipline  would 
never  be  fet  againft  its  fpirit.  He  therefore  fet  fail  without 
waiting  for  orders  with  ten  fhips ;  but  fortune  did  not  fav- 
our the  generofity  of  his  intentions,  and  he  did  not  join  the 
Britifh  fleet  time  enough  for  the  engagement. 

As  Sir  Edward  Hawke  concluded  that  the  firft  rendez- 
vous of  the  enemy's  fleet  would  be  at  Quiberon,  he  direct - 
fed   his   courfe  with    all  diligence  for    that  bay.     But  here 

again 
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again  fortune  for  a  while  feemed  to  declare  for  the  French  ; 
for  a  ftrong  wind  blown  in  an  eafterly  point,  drove  the  En- 
glifh  fleet  a  great  way  to  the  weftward  ;  but  at  length  it 
became  more  favourable,  and  bore  them  in  directly  to  the 
more.  About  eight  o'clock  the  headmoft  mips  discovered 
the  enemy  bearing  to  the  northward,  between  the  ifland  of 
Belleifle  and  the  main  land  of  France. 

Hawke  faw  at  laffc  what  he  had  fo  long,  and  fo  ardently 
wifhed  for,  (though  hitherto  in  vain)  the  enemy  in  his 
reach.  But  yet  there  were  fuch  difficulties  in  his  way,  as 
would  have  checked  a  very  cautious  commander,  or  per- 
haps any  commander  in  circumftances  lefs  critical  to  the 
public  fafety.  On  the  flighteft  infpe&ion  of  the  chart  it 
will  appear,  that  all  this  fea  is  fown  thick  with  fands  and 
fhoals,  and  mallows  and  rocks  ;  our  pilots  were  by  no 
means  well  acquainted  with  it  ;  and  the  wind  blew  little 
lefs  than  a  violent  florin,  and  the  waves  ran  mountain 
high.  In  thefe  circumftances  they  were  to  attack  a  very 
ftrong  fquadron  of  the  enemy  on  their  own  coaft,  with 
which  they  were  perfectly  acquainted.  All  thefe  difficul- 
ties only  animated  the  Englifh  Admiral.  In  one  of  the  fi- 
neft  fhips  in  the  world,  commanding  the  flower  of  the  Britifh. 
navy,  and  feconded  by  fome  of  the  moft  tried  and  braveft 
officers  in  the  fervice ;  and  above  all  not  dubious  of  him- 
felf.  He  ordered  the  fhips  neareft  the  enemy  immediately 
to  chafe,  and,  by  engaging  them,  to  give  time  for  the  reft 
of  the  fleet  to  come  up. 

M.  Conflans  had  two  choices,  either  to  fly,  or  to  ftand 
and  fight  it  out.  But  he  followed  neither  perfectly ;  for 
fome  time  he  appeared  as  if  he  meant  to  fight ;  but  after 
giving  the  Britifh  fhips  time  to  come  near  him,  when  it  was 
too  late,  he  crouded  all  the  fail  he  could  carry;  at  the  fame 
time  he  fhewed  an  attention  to  keep  all  his  fquadron  toge- 
ther. 

At  half  an  hour  after  two,  the  action  began  with  great 
fury.  In  two  hours  the  enemy  had  loft  three  fhips  of  the 
line,  one  ftruck,  two  were  funk  outright.  Hawke  ordered 
his  fhip  to  referve  her  fire,  to  pafs  by  all  the  others,  and  to 
be  laid  along  fide  of  the  Soleil  Royal,  the  beft  fhip  in  the 
French  navy,  and  commandedbyM.de  Conflans;  the  mailer 
remonftrated  on  the  almoft  inevitable  danger  of  the  coaft. 
Hawke  anfwered,  **  You  have  done  your  duty  in  this  re- 
"   mor.ftrance ;  now   obey  my   orders,  and  lay  me  along 

G'g  «  fide 
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u  fide  the  French  admiral."  A  French  fhip  of  70  guns 
generoufly  put  himfelf  between  them ;  Hawke  was  obliged 
to  beftow  here  the  fire  he  had  referved  for  a  greater  occa- 
fion,  and  at  one  broadfide  funk  her  to  the  bottom.  The 
headmoft  of  the  Englifh.  mips  fired  on  the  enemy  as  they 
came  up  to  them,  and  then  pafled  on  to  others,  leaving 
thofe  behind  to  improve  their  fuccefs,  and  deftroy  or  take 
them  ;  and  by  this  method  they  had  got  up  quite  to  the 
van  of  the  enemy,  and  would  have  totally  deftroyed  their 
fleet,  had  not  night  interpofed  to  fave  them.  Before  night 
came  on,  the  enemy's  fleet  was  much  difperfed  ;  but  in  the 
eagernefs  of  the  purfuit,  two  of  the  Englifh  fhips  unfortu- 
nately run  upon  a  fand,  called  the  Four,  and  were  loft. 
The  enemy  fled  in  to  their  own  coaft.  Seven  fhips  of  the 
line  threw  overboard  all  their  guns,  and  efcaped  into  the 
River  Villaine  ;  about  as  many  more  got  out  to  fea,  and 
made  for  other  ports. 

Nothing  could  be  conceived  more  dreadful  than  the  night 
which  fucceeded  this  a<5f.ion.  A  violent  ftorm  blew  all  night 
long.  It  was  a  pitchy  darknefs ;  a  dangerous  coaft  fur- 
rounded  them  on  almoft  all  fides.  A  continual  firing  of 
diftrefs  guns  was  heard,  without  knowing  whether  they 
came  from  friend  or  enemy;  and  on  account  of  the  badnefs 
of  the  coaft  and  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  our  people  were 
equally  unable  to  venture  to  their  afliftance. 

When  morning  came  on,  they  fqund  the  French  Admi- 
ral had  run  his  fhip,  and  another  called  the  Heros,  on  fhore  ; 
the  firft  was  fet  on  fire  by  the  enemy,  the  other  by  our 
feamen.     Thus  concluded   this   remarkable   a&ionffj,  in 

which 


Sir  Edward  Haivke's  Letter  to  Mr.   Cle<vland,  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty. 

Royal  George,  off  Penris   Pointy  Nov.   24. 

SIR, 

IN  my  letter  of  the  17th,  by  exprefs,  I  defired  you  would  ac- 
quaint their  lordflrlps  with  my  having  received  intelligence  of 
18  fail  of  the  line  and  three  frigates  of  the  Brejl  fquadron,  being 
difcovered  about  24  leagues  to  the  N.  W.  of  Belleijle,  fleering  to 
the  eaftward  ;  all   the  prifoners  however  agree,  that  on  the  day 

we 
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which  the  French  had  four  capital  fhips  deflroyed,  one  ta- 
ken, and  the  whole  of  their  formidable  navy,  in  which  con- 
fined the  laft  hope  of  their  marine,  mattered,  difarmed, 
and   difperfed.     The  long  threatened  invafion  which  was 

to 


we  chafed  them,  their  fquadron  confifted,  according  to  the  ac- 
companying lift,  of  four  fhips  of  80,  fix  of  74,  three  of  70, 
eight  of  64,  one  frigate  of  36,  one  of  34,  and  one  of  16  guns, 
with  a  fmall  vefTel  to  look  out.  They  failed  from  Br  eft  the  24th 
inft.  the  fame  day  I  failed  from  Torbay. 

Concluding  that  their  firft  rendezvous  would  be  Quiberon,  the 
inftant  I  received  the  intelligence,  I  directed  my  courfe  thither 
with  a  pre  ft  fail.  At  the  firft  wind  blowing  hard,  at  S.  by  E.  and 
S.  drove  us  considerably  to  the  weftward.  But  on  the  1 8th  and 
19th,  though  variable,  it  proved  more  favourable.  In  the  mean 
time,  having  been  joined  by  the  Maidftone  and  Coventry  frigates, 
I  directed  their  commanders  to  keep  a  head  of  the  fquadron  :  one 
on  the  ftarboard  and  the  other  on  the  larboard  bow.  At  half  paft 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  Belleifle,  by  our  reckon- 
ing, bearing  E.  by  N.  one  fourth  N.  the  Maidftone  made  the 
fignal  for  feeing  a  fleet,  I  immediately  fpread  abroad  the  fignal  for 
a  line  abreaft,  in  order  to  draw  all  the  fhips  of  the  fquadron  up 
with  me.  I  had  before  fent  the  Magnanime  a-head,  to  make 
the  land.  At  three  fourths  paft  nine  fhe  made  fignal  for  an  ene- 
my. Obferving,  on  my  difcovering  them,  that  they  made  off,  I 
threw  out  the  fignal,  for  the  feven  fhips  neareft  them  to  chafe, 
and  draw  into  a  line  of  battle  a-head  of  me,  and  endeavour  to 
ftop  them  till  the  reft  of  the  fquadron  lhould  come  up,  v/ho  were 
alio  to  form  as  they  chafed,  that  no  time  might  be  loft  in  the  pur- 
fuit.  That  morning  there  were  in  chafe  the  Rochefter,  Chat- 
ham, Portland,  Falkland,  Minerva,  Vengeance  and  Venus,  all 
which  joined  me  about  eleven  o'clock;  and,  in  the  evening,  the 
Saphire  from  c^uiheron  bay.  All  the  day  we  had  very  frefh  gales, 
at  N.  W.  and  W.  N.  W.  with  heavy  fqualis. 

M.  Conftans  continued  going  off  under  fuch  fail  as  his  fquadron 
could  carry,  and  at  the  fame  time  keep  together,  while  we 
crowded  after  them  with  every  fail  our  fnips  could  bear.  At  half 
paft  two,  P.  M.  the  fire  beginning  a-head,  I  made  the  fignal  for 
engaging.  We  were  then  to  the  fouthward  of  Belleifte,  and  the 
French  admiral  headmoft,  loon  after  led  round  the  Cardinals* , 
while  his  rear  was  in  action.  About  four  o'clock  the  Formidable 
ftruck,  and  a  little  after,  the  The  fee  and  Superb  were  funk.   About 


Rocks  fo  called. 
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to  repair  their  lofles  in  every  part  of  the  world,  was  difTi- 
pated,  and  the  credit  of  their  arms  broken  along  with  their 
forces.     The  behaviour  of  the  Englifh  captains  and  feamen, 

or* 


five  the  Heros  (truck,  and  came  to  an  anchor,  but  it  blowing  hard, 
no  boat  could  be  fent  on  board  her.  Night  was  now  come,  and 
being  on  a  part  of  the  coaft,  among  iflands  and  (hoals,  of  which 
we  were  totally  ignorant,  without  a  pilot,  as  was  the  greateft 
part  of  the  fquadron,  and  blowing  hard  on  a  lee  lhore,  I  made 
the  (ignal  to  anchor,  and  came  to  in  fifteen  fathom  water,  the 
ifland  of  Dumer  bearing  E.  by  N.  between  two  and  three  miles, 
the  Cardinals  W.  half  S.  and  the  fteepies  of  Crozie  S.  E.  as  we 
found  next  morning. 

In  the  night  we  heard  many  guns  of  diftrefs  fired,  but  blow- 
ing hard,  wTant  of  knowledge  of  the  coaft,  and  whether  they 
were  fired  by  a  friend  or  an  enemy,  prevented  all  means  of  re- 
lief. 

By  day-break  of  the  21ft,  we  difcovered  one  of  our  fhips  dif- 
mafted  aftiore  on  the  Four  §,  the  French  Heros  alio,  and  the  Soleil 
Royal,  which  under  cover  of  the  night  had  anchored  among  us, 
cut  and  run  afhore  to  the  weftward  of  Crozie.  On  the  latter's 
moving,  I  made  the  EJJex's  (ignal  to  flip  and  purfue  her,  but  lhe 
unfortunately  got  upon  the  Four,  and  both  (he  and  the  Refolution 
are  irrecoverably  loft,  notwithstanding  we  fent  them  all  the  aflift- 
ance  that  the  weather  would  permit.  About  four  fcore  of  the 
Refolution's  company,  in  fpite  of  the  ftrongeft  remonftrances  of 
their  captain,  made  rafts,  and,  with  feveral  French  priibners  be- 
longing to  the  Formidable,  put  off,  and  I  am  afraid,  drove  out  to 
fea  .  All  the  Effex's  are  faved  (with  as  many  of  the  ftores  as  pof- 
fible)  except  one  lieutenant  and  a  boat's  crew,  who  were  drove 
on  the  French  fhore,  and  have  not  been  heard  of:  the  remains  of 
both  fhips  have  been  fet  on  fire.  We  found  the  Dorfet/Jji re ,  Re- 
venge, and  Defiance,  in  the  night  of  the  20th  put  out  to  fea  ;  as 
I  hope  the  Snviftfure  did,  for  (he  is  ftill  nviiling.  The  Dorfetjhire 
and  Defiance  returned  next  day,  and  the  latter  faw  the  Revenge 
without.  Thus,  what  lofs  we  have  fuftained  has  been  owing  to 
the  weather  not  the  enemy,  feven  or  eight  of  whole  line  of  battle 
(hips  got  to  fea,  I  believe,  the  night  of  the  action. 

As foon  as  it  was  broad  day-light  in  the  morning  of  the  21ft,  I 
difcovered  (even  or  eight  of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  fhips  at 
anchor,  between  Point  Penris,  and  the  river  Villaine  ;  on  which 
I  made  the  (ignal  to  weigh,  in  order  to  work  up  and  attack  them  ; 
but  it  blowed  fo  hard  from  the  N.  W.  that  inftead  of  daring  to 
caft  the  fquadron  loofe,  I  was  obliged  to  (bike  top-gallant  mafts. 
«'A  Sand  Bank-  Moil 
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on  the  contrary,  added  as  much  to  the  glory  of  the  Britiih 
arms,  as  to  the  fafety  of  their  country.  Perhaps  there  ne- 
ver was  a  naval  engagement  of  fuch  extent,  in  which  no 

captain 


Mofl  of  thofe  fhips  appeared  to  be  a-ground  at  low  water  :  but  on 
the  flood,  by  lightening  them,  and  the  advantage  of  the  wind  un- 
der the  land,  all  except  two  got  that  night  into  the  river  Vil- 
laine. 

The  weather  being  moderate  on  the  22d,  I  fent  the  Portland ', 
Chatham,  and  Vengeance  to  deftroy  the  Soleil  Royal  and  Heros. 
The  French,  on  the  approach  of  our  fhips,  fet  the  firft  on  fire,  and 
foon  after  the  latter  met  the  fame  fate  from  our  people.  In  the 
mean  time  I  got  under  way,  and  worked  up  within  Penris  Point , 
as  well  for  the  fake  of  its  being  a  fafer  road,  as  to  deftroy,  if 
poftible,  the  two  fhips  of  the  enemy  which  ftill  lay  without  the 
Villaine  ;  but  before  the  fhips  I  fent  a-head  for  that  purpofe 
could  get  near  them,  being  quite  light,  and  with  the  tide  of  flood, 
they  got  in. 

All  the  23d  we  were  employed  in  reconnoitring  the  entrance  of 
that  river,  which  is  very  narrow,  and  only  twelve  feet  water  on 
the  bar,  at  low  water.  We  difcovered  at  leaft  feven,  if  not 
eight,  line  of  battle  fhips  about  half  a  mile  within,  quite  light, 
and  two  large  frigates  moored  acrofs,  to  defend  the  mouth  of  the 
river ;  only  the  frigates  appeared  to  have  guns  in. 

By  evening  I  had  twelve  long  boats  fitted  as  fire-fhips,  ready  to 
attempt  burning  them,  under  convoy  of  the  Saphire  and  Coventry  ; 
but  the  weather  being  bad,  and  the  wind  contrary,  obliged  me  to 
defer  it,  till  at  lead:  the  latter  mould  be  favourable  :  if  they  can, 
by  any  means  be  deftroyed,  it  (hall  be  done. 

In  attacking  a  flying  enemy,  it  was  impoflible  in  the  fpace  of  a 
fhort  winter's  day,  that  all  our  mips  mould  be  able  to  get  into  ac- 
tion, or  all  thofe  of  the  enemy  brought  to  it.  The  commanders 
and  companies  of  fuch  as  did  come  up  with  the  rear  of  the  French, 
on  the  20th,  behaved  with  the  greater!  intrepidity,  and  gave  the 
ftrongeft  proof  of  a  true  Britijh  fpirit.  In  the  fame  manner  lam 
fatisfied,  would  thofe  have  acquitted  themfelves,  whofe  bad  go- 
ing mips,  or  the  diftance  they  were  at  in  the  morning,  prevented 
from  getting  up.  Our  lofs  by  the  enemy  is  not  confiderable  ;  for 
in  the  fhips  which  are  now  with  me,  I  find  only  one  lieutenant, 
and  39  feamen  and  marines  killed,  and  about  202  wounded. 
When  I  confider  the  feafon  of  the  year,  the  hard  gales  of  wind 
on  the  day  of  a&ion,  a  flying  enemy,  the  fhortnefs  of  the  day, 
and  the  coaft  we  are  on,  I  can  boldly  affirm,  that  all  that  pofli- 
bly  could  be  done,  has  been  done.     As  to  the  lofs  we  have  fuf- 

tained. 
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captain  was  accufed,  nor  even  in  any  degree  fufpe&ed  of 
milbehaviour  or  c  jwardice  ;  in  which  thofe  who  engaged, 
and  thofe  who  did  not,  gave  proofs  that  they  were  equally 
ardent  in  the  fervice  of  their  country. 

Thofe 


tained,  let  it  be  placed  to  the  neceflity  I  was  under  of  runing  all 
rifks  to  break  this  ftrong  force  of  the  enemy  :  had  we  had  but  two 
hours  more  day-light,  the  whole  had  been  totally  deftroyed  or 
taken,  for  we  were  almoft  up  with  their  van  when  night  overtook 
us. 

Yefterday  came  in  here  the  Pallas,  Fortune  floop,  and  the  Pro- 
ferpine  fire-fliip.  On  the  16th  I  had  difpatched  the  Fortune  to 
Quebec,  with  directions  to  captain  Duff,  to  keep  diredtly  on  his 
guard.  In  his  way  thither  he  fell  in  with  the  Phebe,  a  French  fri- 
gate of  40  guns,  under  jury-mads,  and  fought  her  feveral  hours. 
During  the  engagement  lieutenant  Stuart,  2d  of  the  Ramilies, 
whom  I  had  appointed  to  command  her,  was  unfortunately  killed  ; 
the  furviving  officers,  on  confulting  together,  refolved  to  leave 
her,  as  (he  proved  too  ftrong  for  them.  I  have  detached  captain 
Young  to  Quiberon  bay  with  five  fhips,  and  am  making  up  a  flying 
iquadron  to  fcour  the  coaft  to  the  ifle  of  Aix,  and  if  practicable, 
to  attempt  any  of  the  enemy's  (hips  that  may  be  there. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

EDWARD  HAWKE. 


Edzvard  Haivke,  Nov.   20,    1759. 

Commanders. 

f  Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
\  Capt.  Campbell. 
Hardy, 


LIST  of  Ships 

with  Sir 

Edzvf, 

Ships. 

Guns. 

Men. 

Royal  George, 

100 

8S0 

Union, 

90 

770 

Duke, 
Nanvur, 

Mars, 

Warfpight, 

Hercules, 

90 
90 

74 
74 

74 

750 
780 
600 
600 
600 

Torbay, 
Magnanime, 
Refolution, 
Hero, 

74 
74 
74 
74 

700 
700 
600 
600 

5  Sir  Charles  Hare 
Capt.  Evans. 


Capt.  Graves. 

Capt.  Buckle. 

J.  Young,  Efqj  Commodore. 

Sir  John  Bentley. 

Capt.  Fortefcue. 

Hon.  Capt.  Keppel. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Howe. 

Capt.  Speke. 

Hon.  Capt.  Edgcumbe. 

Swiftfure, 
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Thofe  who  think  fuch  matters  deferving  of  their  notice, 
have  obferved,  that  this  dccifive  naval  engagement,  the 
furrender  of  the  PruiTian  troops  at  Maxen,  and  the  taking 
of  Munfter,  happened  on  the  fame  day,  the  20th  of  No- 
vember. 

This 


Ships. 

Swiftfure, 

Dorfetihire, 

Bur  ford, 

Chichefter, 

Temple, 

Revenge, 

EfTex, 

Kingfton, 

Intrepid, 

Montague, 

Dunkirk, 

Defiance, 


The  following  Frigates  joined  Sir  Ed-ward  Hawke  between  Ujhanl 
and  Belleifle. 


runs. 

Men. 

Commanders. 

70 

520 

Sir  Thomas  Stanhope 

70 

520 

Capt.  Denis. 

70 

520 

Capt.  Gambier. 

70 

520 

Capt.  WilJet. 

70 

$20 

Capt.  Waft.  Shirley. 

64 

480 

Capt.  Storr. 

64 

480 

Capt.  O'Brien. 

60 

400 

Capt.  Shirley. 

60 

420 

Capt.  Maplefden. 

60 

420 

Capt.  Rowley. 

60 

420 

Capt.  Digby. 

60 

420 

Capt.  Baird. 

Rochefter, 

5° 

Portland, 

5° 

Falkland, 

5° 

Chatham, 

5° 

Minerva, 

32 

Venus, 

36 

Vengeance, 

28 

Coventry, 

28 

Maidftone, 

28 

Saphire, 

32 

35o 

Capt.  Duff. 

35° 

Capt.  Arbuthnot. 

35o 

Capt.  Drake. 

35o 

Capt.  Lockhart. 

220 

Capt.  Hood. 

240 

Capt.  Harrifon. 

200 

Capt.  Nightingale 

200 

Capt.  Burflem. 

200 

Capt.  Diggs. 

220 

Capt.  Strachan. 

LIST  of  the  French  Squadron  which  came  out  of  Breft,   Novem- 
ber 14,    1759. 


Le  Soleii  Royal, 
Le  Tonnant, 

Le  Formidable, 


80 
80 

80 


1200     M.  Conflans,  Admiral. 

_  M.    Beaufremont,    Vice-Ad- 
1000  <  .    .  * 

miral. 

M.  de  St.  Andre  du  Verger, 


000 


Rear-Admiral. 


Le  Orient, 
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This  was  the  conclusion  of  the  French  affairs  in  Europe. 
The  iifue  of  the  campaign  in  America  had  not  been  more 
favourable  to  them.  Although  the  events  in  the  Eaft  Indies 
belong  properly  to  the  laft  year,  yet,  as  the  accounts  did 
not  arrive  until  this,  and  that  the  actions  there  were  of 
great  importance,  and  equally  fortunate  on  our  fide,  it  is 
proper  that  we  mould  take  fome  notice  of  them  here. 

The 


Ship; 


Guns.     Men. 


Le  Orient, 

80 

1000 

L'Intrepide, 

74 

Big 

Le  Glorieux, 

74 

815 

Le  Thefee, 

74 

815 

L'Heros, 

74 

815 

Le  Robutfe, 

74 

815 

Le  Magnifique, 

74 

815 

Le  Jufte, 

7° 

800 

Le  Superbe, 

70 

800 

Le  Dauphin, 

70 

800 

Le  Dragon, 

64 

750 

Le  Northumberland,  64 

750 

Le  Sphinx, 

64 

7S° 

Le  Solitaire, 

64 

7^0 

Le  Brilliant, 

64 

7^0 

L'Eveille, 

64 

750 

Le  Bizarre, 

64 

7=50 

L'lnflexible, 

64 

L'Hebe, 

40 

La  Veftale, 

34 

L'Aigrette, 

36 

Le  Calypfo, 

16 

Le  Prince  Noir,  2 

1  fmall  velTel  to 

look  out. 

Commanders. 

M.  Guebriant, 
dre. 


Chef  d'Efca- 


The  above  fhips  were  all  in  company  when  the  action  began, 
except  the  Hebe  frigate. 

Admiral  Saunders  was  not  prefent  at  the  engagement,  which 
he  fought  with  fo  much  honour,  as  he  did  not  join  Admiral 
Haivke  until  fome  time  after. 

General  Toivnjbend  came  from  the  fleet  with  the  exprefs,  the 
fate  of  the  enemy  being  determined  ;  he  refufed  to  be  put  on 
fhore  when  the  Admiral  declared  his  intentions  of  feeking  the  ene- 
my, but  went  with  him  as  a  volunteer. 
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The  Englim  had  by  no  means  that  fuperiority  over  the 
y  French  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  which  they  had  in  America.  It 
was  here  the  French  feemed  to  have  made  thofe  efforts,  by 
which  they  hoped  in  fome  degree  to  ballance  their  loffes  in 
other  parts.*  They  had  a  very  ftrong  fquadron  under  M. 
d'Ache  in  thofe  feas.  M.  de  Lally,  an  officer  of  credit,  and 
of  greater  rank  than  had  ufually  been  fent  on  that  fervice, 
commanded  a  body  of  2000  Europeans,  a  great  army,  in 
a  country  where  the  name  of  an  European  is  itfelf  a  ftrength. 
In  the  beginning,  their  fuccefs  feemed  proportioned  to 
their  forces ;  they  took  the  fort  and  city  of  St.  David's. 
But  in  a  very  fhort  time  the  ill  ftar  of  France,  which  in  no 
pari  of  the  world  fet  well  on  their  affairs,  began  to  influ- 
ence them  here.  M.  d'Ache,  in  two  naval  engagements, 
was  worfted,  and  prevented  from  co-operating  with  the 
land  forces  for  the  reft  of  the  campaign.  And  had  the  fpirit 
and  conduct  of  Admiral  Pococke  been  as  well  feconded  by 
fome  of  his  captains,  as  it  was  by  others,  there  is  great 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  French  naval  power  had  been  as 
effectually  deftroyed  in  thofe  feas,  as  it  has  been  in  thofe  of 
Europe. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  checks,  it  was  neceffary  that  M. 
Lally  fhould  act.  But  it  was  not  only  the  difgrace  of  the 
French  fleet,  but  an  extreme  want  of  money  which  delayed 
his  operations.  A  Prince  of  the  country,  the  King  of  Tan- 
jour,  appeared  the  only  refource  which  was  open.  To 
this  prince  he  applied  for  a  confiderable  fum  of  money, 
which  being  refolutely  refufed,  he  carried  the  war  into  his 
dominions,  and  laid  fiege  to  his  capital  city.  But  after  lying 
feveral  days  before  it,  and  after  having  even  made  a  prac- 
ticable breach,  the  fkill  of  fome  Englifh  gunners,  the  want 
of  provifions  and  ammunition,  and  the  diforders  which 
reigned  in  his  army,  obliged  him  to  return  without  the 
money,  and  with  the  mortification  of  being  beaten  from  a 
place,  only  fortified  after  the  Indian  manner. 

This  failure  in  their  pecuniary  expectations,  and  their 
repulfe  from  an  Indian  town,  were  bad  encouragements  to 
the  undertaking  of  an  enterprize  againft  an  European  ene- 
my, and  a  fortification  in  fome  degree  regular.  But  having 
feized  upon  a  Dutch  veffel,  as  it  is  thought  much  with  its 
own  confent,  which  contained  a  large  treafure,  they  fet 
out  at  length  to  befiege  Madrafs.      But  here  their  fuccefs 

H  h  was 
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was   no  better  than  at  Tanjour,  tho'  their   ilrength  was 
greater,  and  their  efforts  much  more  obftinate. 

Colonel  Draper  and  Major  Brereton  defended  the  place 
with  the  utmoft  fkill  and  bravery.  Mr.  Pigot  likewife  with 
equal  generofity  and  prudence,  feconded  their  endeavours, 
by  the  fupplies  of  ftores  and  ammunition,  which  were  ad- 
mirably diftributed,  and  co-operated  with  the  military  with 
a  firmnefs  and  intrepidity,  by  which  he  obtained  an  honour 
equal  to  any  in  the  defence  of  the  place.  Whilft  the  town 
was  defended  with  great  fpirit  within  ;  parties  were  conti- 
nually fent  out,  which  fo  infefted  the  roads  through  which 
the  enemy's  convoys  were  to  pafs,  that  their  army  in  the 
trenches  were  infinitely  weakened  by  the  detachments 
which  they  were  obliged  to  fend  out.  After  a  (lege  of  more 
than  two  months,  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  en- 
terprize,  and  by  that  means  renounce  for  ever  all  thofe  fan- 
guine  hopes,  which  they  had  entertained  from  the  forces 
in  this  part  of  the  world.  The  Englifh,  on  the  contrary, 
went  on  from  fuccefs  to  fuccefs.  Whilft  they  defeated  the 
French  on  the  Eaflern  coaft  of  the  great  peninfula  of  India, 
on  the  Weftern  they  took  the  great  and  opulent  city  of 
Surat  from  the  powers  of  the  country,  with  very  little  lofs. 

General  Lally  left  Madrafs  in  the  utmoft  tranfports  of 
rage  and  defpair,  which  a  man  ol  honour  and  ability  in  his 
profeflion  can  feel,  who  is  ill  feconded  by  his  troops,  ne- 
glected by  thofe  who  ought  to  fupport  him,  and  cheated  by 
the  villainy  of  contractors,  and  of  all  thofe  who  turn  war 
into  a  low  traffick  (a.)  His  letter  is  a  ftrong  and  very  ftriking 

picture 


(a)  Gen.  Lallfs  Letter  to  M.  de  Lyrit,  dated  Madrafs ,   the   \\th 
of  February ',    1759. 

A  Good  blow  might  be  ftruck  here  :  There  is  a  (hip  in  the 
road,  of  20  guns,  laden  with  all  the  riches  of  Madrafs, 
which  it  is  faid  will  remain  there  till  the  20th.  The  Expedition 
is  j  a  ft  arrived,  but  M.  Gorlin  is  not  a  man  to  attack  her  :  for  fhe 
has  made  him  run  away  once  before.  The  Brijlol  on  the  other 
hand  did  but  juft  make  her  appearance  before  St.  Thomas  ;  and 
on  the  vague  report  of  thirteen  fhips  coming  from  Porto  Novo, 
(he  took  fright ;  and  after  landing  the  provifions  with  which  fhe 
was  laden,  fhe  would  not  flay  long  enough  even  to  take  on  board 
twelve  of  her  own  guns,  which  fhe  had  lent  us  for  the  fiege. 

If 
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picture  of  thefe  agitations ;  and  certainly  it  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  every  where  there  fhould  appear  fomething 
more  unaccountably  wrong  and  weak  in  the  management 
of  the  French,  than  has  been  in  the  conduct  of  that  or 
almoil  any  other  nation  at  any  time.     It  feems  to  argue  an 

effential 


If  I  was,  the  judge  of  the  point  of  honour  of  the  company's 
officers,  I  would  break  him  like  glafs,  as  well  as  fome  others  of 
them. 

The  Fidelle,  or  Harlem,  or  even  the  aforefaid  Briflol,  with  the 
twelve  guns  reftored  to  her,  would  be  fufficient  to  make  them- 
felves  matters  of  the  Englifh  fhip,  if  they  could  manage  fo  as  to 
get  to  the  windward  of  her  in  the  night.  Maugendie  and  Tremil- 
lier  are  faid  to  be  good  men ;  and  were  they  employed  only  to 
tranfport  200  wounded  men,  that  we  have  here,  their  fervice 
would  be  of  importance. 

We  remain  ftiil  in  the  fame  pofition :  the  breach  made  thefe 
fifteen  days  ;  all  the  time  within  fifteen  toifes  of  the  wall  of  the 
place,  and  never  holding  up  our  heads  to  look  at  it. 

I  reckon  we  fnall  an  our  arrival  at  Pondicberry  endeavour  to 
learn  fome  other  trade,  for  this  of  war  requires  too  much  patience. 

Of  1  500  Cipayes  which  attend  our  army,  I  reckon  near  800  are 
employed  upon  the  road  to  Pondicberry,  laden  withfugar,  pepper, 
and  other  goods ;  and  as  for  the  Caulis  they  are  all  employed  for 
the  fame  purpofe,  from  the  firfl  day  we  came  here. 

I  am  taking  my  meafures  from  this  day  to  fet  fire  to  the  Black 
Tovun,  and  to  blow  up  the  powder  mills. 

You  will  never  imagine,  that  50  French  deferters,  and  100 
Siuifs,  are  actually  flopping  the  progrefs  of  2000  men  of  the 
King's  and  Company's  troops,  which  are  ftill  here  exiiting,  not- 
withstanding the  exaggerated  accounts  that  every  one  makes  here, 
according  to  his  own  fancy,  of  the  (laughter  that  has  been  of 
them  ;  and  you  will  be  ftill  more  furprized,  if  I  tell  you,  that, 
were  it  not  for  the  two  combats  and  four  battles  we  fuftained,  and 
for  the  batteries  which  failed,  or  to  fpeak  more  properly,  which 
were  unfkilfully  mace,  we  fhould  not  have  loft  50  men,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  fiege  to  this  day. 

I  have  wrote  to  M.  de  Larcbe,  that  if  he  perfifts  in  not  coming 
here,  let  who  will  raife  money  upon  the  Paleagers  for  me,  I  will 
not  do  it  :  And  I  renounce  (as  I  informed  you  a  month  ago  I 
would  do)  meddling  directly  or  indirectly  with  any  thing  what- 
ever, that  may  have  relation  to  your  administration,  whether 
civil  or  military.  For  I  had  rather  go,  and  command  the  Caffres 
'  :<ida?a[car,  than  remain  in  this  Ssdom  j  which  it  is  impoflible 
H  h    2  but 
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eiTential  and  radical  fault  in  fome  fuperior  part  of  their 
government,  more  eafily  indeed  vifible  in  its  confequences, 
than  difcoverable  in  its  caufe. 

In  Europe  they  received  offers  of  peace  from  the  Kings 
of  Great  Britain  and  Pruffia.  But  as  they  did  not  expe£t, 
from  their  fituation,  very  advantageous  or  honourable 
terms,  they  refolved  to  a6r,  in  one  inftance,  the  Roman 
part,  and  fiill  held  out,  determined  to  hazard  the  lad  ex- 
tremities ;  perhaps,  hoping  fomething  favourable  from  the 
fortune  of  their  allies,  (ince  their  own  had  deferted  them  ; 
and  refolving  to  contract  their  plan,  and  to  make  one  flrong 
effort  in  one  part,  rather  than  unprofitably  to  wafte  their 
ftrength  upon  feveral  inferior  obje£ts.  This  effort  could 
be  made  with  any  profpe6t  of  fuccefs  only  in  Germany,  (a) 

But 


but  the  fire  of  the  Englijh  muft  deftroy,   fooner   or  later,   even 
though  that  from  Heaven  fhould  not. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

Signed,     LALLY. 

P.  S.  I  think  it  neceffary  to  apprize  you,  that,  as  M.  de 
Soupire  has  refufed  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  this  army, 
which  I  have  offered  to  him,  and  which  he  is  impowered  to  ac- 
cept, by  having  received  from  the  court  a  duplicate  of  my  com- 
miifion,  you  muft  of  neceffity,  together  with  the  council,  take 
it  upon  you.  P'or  my  part,  I  undertake  only  to  bring  it  back 
either  to  Arcotte  or  Sadrafte.  Send  therefore  your  orders,  or 
come  yoarfelf  to  command  it  ;  for  I  fhall  quit  it  upon  my  arri- 
val there. 

(a)  The  Due   de    EelleiJIe's  Letter  to   Marfhal    Contndes,    dated 
Ver failles,  July  23,  1759. 

J'Ai  toujeurs  peur  queFifcher  T  AM  flill  afraid  that  Fifcher 

ne  foit  parti  trop  tard  :  U  eft  X  fet  out  t0°  ^ate  :   It  »s>  how- 

cependant  bien    important,     et  ever,  very  important,  and  very 

bien  effentie!  que  nous  puifFions  eiTential   that    we    fnould   raiie 

tirer  de  groifes  contributions.  Je  large  contributions.      I   fee   no 

ne  vois  de   reffources   pour  nos  other  refource  for  our  moft  ur- 

Depenfes  les  plus  urgentes,  et  gent  expences,  and  for  refitting 

pour  Preparations  desTroupes,  the   troops,   but   in   the    money 

que  dans  1' Argent  que  nous  pour-  we  may  draw  from  the  enemy's 
rous  country  j 
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But  the  fupplies  neceflary  for  this  great  charge  were 
difficult  to  a  nation,  whofe  trade  was  wholly  deftroyed. 
On  this  occaiion  they  did  not  fcruple  to   break  in  upon 

the 


rons  avoir  du  Pais  enemy  ;  d'oa 
iJ  faudraegalementtirerdes  fub- 
ilfiancesde  toutes  Efpeces,  inde- 
pendamment  de  l'Argent,  c'eil 
a  dire  des  Foins,  des  Failles,  des 
Avoines  pour  l'Hyver,  des  Bleds, 
des  Beftiaux,  des  Chevaux,  et 
meme  des  Hommes  pour  recru- 
ter  toutes  nos  Troupes  Etran- 
geres.  La  Guerre  ne  doit  pas 
etre  prolongee,  et  peut-etre  fau- 
drat-il,  fuivant  les  Evenemens 
qui  arriveront  d'ici  a  la  Fin  de 
Septembre,  faire  un  veritable 
Defert  en  avant  de  la  Ligne  des 
Quartiers,  que  Ton  jugera  a  pro- 
pos  de  tenir  pendant  l'Hyver, 
afin  que  I'Enhemi  fe  trouve  dans 
une  Impoffibiiite  reelle  d'en 
pouvoir  aprocher  en  nous  re- 
lervant  de  la  Subfiftance  feule- 
ment  fur  la  Route  qui  pourra 
nous  convenir  de  prendre  dans 
Je  milieu  de  l'Hyver,  pour  cul- 
buter  ou  enlevert  nous  memes 
les  Quartiers  des  Enneinis.  C'eft 
pour  pouvoir  remplir  cet  Ob- 
jet,  que  je  fais  travailler  fans 
Ralache  a  tout  ce  qu'il  faut  pour 
cue  toutes  vos  1  roupes,  fans 
Exception,  foient  bien  habillees, 
bien  armees,  bien  equipees,  et 
bien  reparees,  en  tout  Point, 
avant  la  Fin  de  Novembre,  avec 
des  Tentes  neuves,  pourque  fi 
cela  convient  aux  x^ffaires  Poli- 
tiques  ou  Miliraires  du  Roy, 
vous  puilhez  alfembler  le  tout 
on  partie  de  votre  Armee  pour 
^.gir  offenfivement  et  avec  Yi- 


country ;  from  whence  we  mull 
likewife  procure  fubfiftence  of 
all  kinds,  (independently  of  the 
money)  that  is  to  fay,  hay,  ftraw, 
oats,  for  the  winter,  bread,  corn, 
cattle,  horfes,  and  even  men  to 
recruit  our  foreign  troops.  The 
war  muft  not  be  prolonged,  and 
perhaps  it  may  be  necenary,  ac- 
cording to  the  events  which  may 
happen  between  this  time  and 
the  end  of  September,  to  make 
a  down  right  defert  before  the 
line  of  the  quarters,  which  it 
may  be  thought  proper  to~keep 
during  the  winter,  in  order  that 
the  enemy  may  be  under  a  real 
impofiibiiicy  of  approaching  us  : 
at  the  fame  time  referving  for 
ourfelves  a  bare  fubfiftence  on 
the  route,  which  may  be  the 
moft  convenient  for  us  to  take 
in  the  middle  of  winter  to  beat 
up,  or  feize  upon  the  enemy's 
quarters.  That  this  object  may 
be  fulfilled,  I  caufe  the  greateft 
aihduity  to  be  ufed  in  preparing 
what  is  necefTary  for  having  all 
your  troops,  without  exception, 
well  cloathed,  well  armed,  well 
equipped,  and  well  refitted  in 
every  refpe6t,  before  the  end  of 
November,  with  new  tents,  in 
order  that,  if  it  (hall  be  advifea- 
ble  for  the  king's  political  and 
military  affairs,  you  may  be  able 
to  aflemble  the  whole,  or  part 
of  your  army,  to  act  offensively, 
and  with  vigour,  from  the  be- 
ginning of  January,  and  that 
you 
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the  public  faith,  and  to  find  fupplies  for  one  year  in  an 
expedient,  that  flruck  at  the.  fources  of  all  future  credit. 
They  flopped  the  payment  on  many  public  bills  and  funds*. 
The  King  threw  in  his  own  plate  into  the  public  flock 
as  an  example,  and  a  requefl  that  others  fhould  contri- 
bute in  the  fame  manner  from  their  private  fortune,  to  the 
necefTities  of  the  ftate  ;  tho'  fcveral  of  the  nobility,  and 
manv  churches  and  convents  fent  in  their  plate,  there  was 
yet  a  general  backwardnefs  to  give  into  this  method  of  fup- 
ply,  and  to  trufl  the  public  with  fo  ccnficerable  part  of  their 
fubflance  at  the  inftant  when  they  faw  it  fo  nctorioufiy 
break  its  faith  in  other  particulars. 

However, 


guer,  des  le  commencement  de 
Janvier,  et  que  vous  ayez  la 
Satisfaction  de  montrer  a  nos 
Ennemis,  et  a  toute  1'Europe, 
que  les  Francois  fcavent  agir  et 
faire  la  Guerre  en  routes  Saifons, 
quand  ils  ont  un  general  tel  que 
vous,  et  un  Mini  fire  Militaire 
qui  fcait  prevoir  et  fe  concei  ter 
avec  le  General. 

Vous  fentez,  Monf.  le  Mare- 
chal,  que  ce  que  je  vous  dis 
peut  devenir  non  feulment  utile 
et  honorable,  mais  peut-etre 
meme  neceiTaire  relativement  a 
ce  que  vous  fcavez,  et  dont  je- 
vous  parlerai  encore  dans  ma 
Lettre  particuliere. 


you  may  have  the  fatisfaction  to 
fhew  our  enemies,  and  all  Eu- 
rope, that  the  French  know  how 
to  act  and  carry  on  war,  in  all 
feafons,  when  they  have  fuch  a 
general  as  you  are,  and  a  mi- 
niir.er  of  the  department  of  war, 
that  can  forefee  and  concert 
matters  with  the  general. 

You  mud  be  fenfible,  Sir,  that 
what  I  fay  to  you  may  become 
not  only  ufeful  and  honourable, 
but  perhaps  even  neceiTary  with 
refpect  to  what  you  know,  and 
of  which  I  fhall  lay  moie  in  my 
private  letters. 


(Signe)  M.  Duc.de  Belleifle. 

*  The  French  court  flopt  payment  of  the  following  pub- 
lic debts,  viz.  i.  The  three  kinds  of  rents  created  on  the  polls. 
2.  Thofe  commuted  upon  the  chefl  of  redemption.  3.  The 
coupons  of  bills  on  the  lame  cheft.  4.  Thofe  of  the  two  royal 
lotteries.  5.  The  reimburfement  of  bills  drawn  to  bearer  on  the 
fame  chef:.  6.  The  bills  of  the  two  royal  lotteries.  7.  The 
rents  created  on  the  two  fols  per  pound  of  the  tenth  penny.  8. 
The  veimburfeinent  of  the  capitals  of  rents.  9.  The  payments 
of  bills  difchargeable  in  nine  years,  under  the  name  of  annuities. 
jo.  Thofe  of  the  new  actions  on  ihe  benefit  of  the  farms.  1 1. 
AH  the  bills  drawn  by  the  colonies  upon  the  government,  amount- 
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However,  thefe  refources,  fueh  as  they  are,  will  enable 
them  to  keep  the  war  on  foot.  They  turn  their  whole  at- 
tention to  Germany,  where  they  have  very  greatly  aug- 
mented their  army,  and  placed  it  under  a  general,  from 
whom  they  have  fome  hopes,  after  their  repeated  difap- 
pointments,  and  the  frequent  changes  they  have  made. 
They  propofe  alfo  another  army  under  the  prince  de  Sou- 
bife  ;  if  they  can  compafs  this  latter  project,  as  it  is  believ- 
ed they  may,  the  fyflem  of  Germany  is  (till  in  very  immi- 
nent danger.  For  notwithstanding  the  tried  gocdnefs  of 
our  troops,  and  the  admirable  commander  at  the  head  of 
them,  it  it  certain,  even  with  any  reinforcements  we  may 
be  able  to  fend,  we  mail  find  it  very  difficult  to  contend 
with  two  armies,  fuppofmg  that  we  mall  have  no  other 
than  French  armies  to  contend  with,  and  that  the  King  of 
PrufTia  mould  be  able,  as  he  has  hitherto  been,  to  find 
employment  for  the  many,  the  powerful,  and  the  implaca- 
ble enemies  that  furround  him. 

It  is  certain  he  is  much  reduced  ;  and  that  his  refources 
are  nearly  exhausted.  Thefe  are  facts  which  cannot  be 
concealed  ;  and  yet  fome  glimmering  of  hopes  may  be  {till 
perceived,  when  we  confider  the  admirable  talents  for  war 
and  government,  which  that  monarch  poiTefTes ;  and  when 
we  confider  even  the  events  of  the  laft  (to  him)  unfortunate 
campaign  ;  where  after  having  suffered  four  capital  defeats, 
and  having  obtained  no  one  confiderable  advantage,  he  has 
yet  continued  in  fome  fort  fuperior  in  the  field;  the  enemv 
has  not  been  able  to  make  the  least  impreffion  upon  his  do- 
minions ;  and  he  has,  at  last,  more  than  divided  Saxony 
with  them  ;  the  city  of  Drefden  is  all  that  they  poffefs  in 
that  country,  and  the  acquifition  of  which  has  been  the  only 
fruit  of  four  campaigns,  and  four  victories  in  one  campaign, 
and  the  efforts  of  the  united  forces  of  Aufiria,  Ruiila,  and 
the  Empire,  to  fay  nothing  of  France  and  Sweden. 

As  for  Great  Britain,  fhe  has  only  to  fear  from  her  con- 
nections. In  no  one  year  fince  fhe  was  a  nation,  has  fhc 
been  favoured  with  fo  many  fucceffes,  both  by  fea  and  land, 
and  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  ;  nor  have  her  officers, 
both  by  fea  and  land,  ever  done  more  honour  to  their  coun- 
try, by  their  (kill  and  bravery.  And  with  regard  to  the  in- 
ternal administration,  it  fuffices  to  fay,  that  whilst  France 
became* bankrupt,  without  delay  or  murmuring  there  have 
been  more  than  fix  millions  borrowed  in  England  at  a  very 
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eafy  rate  ;  and  that  the  intereft  on  this  immenfe  fum  has 
been  made  good  by  a  fingle  tax  upon  malt,  which  will 
fcarce  be  felt  by  the  people.  By  this  the  refources  of 
England  may  be  imagined  ;  efpecially  if  we  confider,  that 
highly  as  we  are  taxed  for  the  neceflary  charges  of  the  war ; 
we  have  not  been  prevented  from  great  and  expenfive  vo- 
luntary exertions  of  public  fpirit  and  beneficence.  The 
cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  and  after  their  example 
other  towns,  made  a  large  fubfcription  for  enlifting  foldiers. 
Subfcriptions  were  alfo  carried  on  to  a  great  amount,  for 
cloathing  the  enemies  prifoners,  abandoned  through  the 
neglect  or  poverty  of  their  fovereign  ;  and  for  adminifter- 
ing  to  the  relief  of  the  families  of  thofe  who  had  fallen  in 
the  battles  of  Quebec  and  Minden.  Thus  actuated  by  the 
warmed  patriotifm,  which  far  from  extinguishing,  feemed 
to  kindle  a  beneficence  towards  our  enemies  in  their  diftrefs. 
The  condition  of  Europe,  which  all  people  thought 
would  have  been  decided  in  this  campaign,  is  nearly  as  du- 
bious as  ever  ;  and  the  difficulties  which  oppole  themfelves 
to  a  peace  are  rather  augmented  than  diminifhed.  Here 
then  we  clofe  the  fcene,  and  conclude  the  events  of  the 
prefent  year  ;  in  the  next  we  hope,  notwithstanding  appear- 
ances, after  fo  many  fcenes  of  horror,  to  have  the  more 
pleafing  talk  of  relating  the  Steps  taken  to  a  general  peace, 
on  terms  as  particularly  advantageous  to  our  own  country, 
as  the  mixed  interests  of  Europe,  and  the  various  fortunes 
of  the  powers  embarked  in  the  fame  caufe,  will  admit. 
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CHAP.    I. 

Nothing  decided  in  the  war.  State  of  the  fever al  powers 
concerned.  Great  Britain  and  PruJJia  propofe  an  ac- 
commodation.     Difficulties  in   concluding   a  peace.      The 

.  condition  and  hopes  of  France.  Demands  on  the  King  of 
PruJJia.      Treaty  faid  to  be  between  Ruffia  and  Aujlria. 

IF  all  the  wars  which  have  harraffed  Europe  for  more 
than  a  century  had  not  proved  it,  the  events  of  the 
lad  campaigns  mud  have  fatisfied  every  thinking  man. 
that  victories  do  not  decide  the  fate  of  nations.  Four 
mod  bloody,  and  to  all  appearance  moft  ruinous  defeats, 
which  he  fuffered  in  that  year,  had  defpoiled  the  King  of 
PrufTia  of  no  more  than  a  fmgle  town.  After  thefe  accumu- 
lated blows  he  flill  found  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  make 
good  his  winter-quarters;  to  cover  his  dominions  ;  and  to 
tempt  the  favour  of  fortune  in  another  campaign. 

I  i  To 
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To  carry  our  attention  a  little  further  back  ;  who  could 
have  imagined,  that  when  the  French  had  compelled  the 
Hanoverian  troops  to  lay  down  their  arms,  when  they  had 
thruft  them  into  a  defencelefs  corner,  had  bound  them  down 
with  the  yoke  of  a  ftricl  and  fevere  capitulation,  and  had 
poflefied  themfelves  of  every  place  which  could  boall  the 
imalleil  fhare  of  llrength  in  the  king's  German  dominions, 
that  in  a  few  months  they  fhould  find  themfelves  compelled 
to  fly  before  their  captives ;  and  after  having  fufYered  a 
confiderable  defeat,  mould  be  pufhed  back  almofl  on  their 
own  territories. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  might  have  been  fuppofed  that 
the  effects  of  thefe  advantages  under  the  management  of  a 
very  great  commander,  who  was  befides  largely  reinforced, 
could  have  been  frufirated  only  by  the  lofs  of  fome  great 
battle.  But  the  fact  was  otherwife.  The  Hanoverians, 
without  any  adverfe  flroke  in  that  campaign,  were  obliged 
to  repafs  the  Rhine  and  the  Lippe  ;  and  fince  that  time, 
fortune  having  decided  nothing  by  the  events  of  five  years 
war,  has  given  to  Prince  Ferdinand  the  pofleflfion  of  a  great 
part  of  Weflphalia  in  the  manner  of  a  conquered  country  ; 
and  yet  fees  him  abandoning  HefTe,  and  with  difficulty  co- 
vering the  borders  of  Hanover. 

In  fhort,  the  victory  of  Crevelt  could  not  enable  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick  to  defend  the  Rhine.  The  battle  of 
Bergen  did  not  give  M.  Broglio  an  entrance  into  Hanover. 
The  great  victory  of  Minden  did  not  drive  the  French 
from  the  Maine.  We  have  feen  armies,  after  complete 
victory,  obliged  to  acl  as  if  they  had  been  defeated  ;  and 
after  a  defeat,  taking  an  offenfive  part  with  fuccefs,  and 
reaping  all  the  fruits  of  victory. 

Thefe  reflections  are  iljll  more  ftrongly  enforced  by  the 
fortune  of  the  King  of  Pruflia.  Covered  with  the  laurels 
of  Lowofitz,  Prague,  Rofbach  and  LifTa,  when  he  began 
after  fo  many  compleat  triumphs,  to  purfue  Ills  advantages, 
and  to  improve  fuccefs  into  conqueft,  the  fcene  was  fud- 
denly  altered.  As  foon  as  he  attempted  to  penetrate  with 
etTecl  into  the  enemies  country,  without  having  fufTered 
any  very  fignal  blow,  without  any  confiderable  mifiake 
committed  upon  his  fide,  Fortune,  who  hath  as  it  were  at- 
tached herfelf  to  the  defenfive,  immediately  forfook  him. 
He  was  not  able  to  take  a  fingle  place.  And  thofe  advanta- 
ges which  at  other  times  and  fituations,  would  have   laid 

the 
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the  foundation  of  tailing  empire,  have  in  his  cafe  only 
protracted  a  fevere  deftiny,  which  fome  think  in  the  end 
inevitable  ;  but  which  as  many,  as  great,  and  as  entire 
victories  fince  obtained  over  his  forces,  have  not  been  yet 
able  to  bring  upon  him. 

The  ballance  of  power,  the  pride  of  modern  policy,  and 
originally  invented  to  preferve  the  general  peace  as  well  as 
freedom  of  Europe,  has  openly  preferved  its  liberty.  It 
has  been  the  original  of  innumerable  and  fruitlefs  wars. 
That  political  torture  by  which  powers  are  to  be  enlarged 
or  abridged,  according  to  a  ftandard,  perhaps  not  very  ac- 
curately imagined,  ever  has  been,  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
will  always  continue  a  caufe  of  infinite  contention  and 
bloodlfied.  The  foreign  ambaffadors  conftantly  refiding 
in  all  courts,  the  negotiations  inceffantly  carrying  on,  fpread 
both  confederacies  and  quarrels  fo  wide,  that  whenever 
hoftilities  commence,  the  theatre  of  war  is  always  of  a  pro- 
digious extent.  All  parties  in  thofe  diffufive  operations, 
have  of  neceflity  their  ftrong  and  weak  fides.  What  they 
gain  in  one  part  is  loft  in  another  ;  and  in  conclufion,  their 
affairs  become  fo  ballanced,  that  all  the  powers  concerned 
are  certain  to  lofe  a  great  deal ;  the  moil  fortunate  acquire 
little  ;  and  what  they  do  acquire  is  never  in  any  reafonable 
proportion   to  charge  and  lofs. 

Frequent  experience  of  this  might  prove  one  of  the 
flrongeit  grounds  for  a  lafting  peace  in  Europe.  But  that 
Ipirit  of  intrigue,  which  is  the  political  diftemper  of  the 
time,  that  anxious  forefight  which  forms  the  character  of 
all  the  prefent  courts,  prevent  the  falutary  effects  which 
might  refult  from  this  experience.  Thefe  modern  treaties 
of  peace,  the  fruits  not  of  moderation  but  necefTity ;  thofe 
engagements  contracted  when  all  the  parties  are  wea- 
ried and  none  fatisfied,  where  none  can  properly  be  called 
conquerors  or  conquered,  where  after  having  fought  in 
vain  to  compel,  they  are  content  to  over-reach,  teem  in  the 
very  moment  they  are  formed,  and  from  the  very  act  of 
forming  them,  with  the  feeds  of  new  diflenticns,  more 
implacable  animofities,  and  more  cruel  wars.  For  if  to  for- 
ward the  work  of  peace,  any  member  in  thefe  alliances 
mould  acquire  a  ceffton  of  any  importance  in  its  favour, 
this  afterwards  becomes  a  ground  for  another  alliance,  and 
for  new  intrigues  to  deprive  them  of  their  acquifition.  To 
fettle  the  peace  of  Germany,  Silefia  was  yielded  in  1745 
I  i  2  to 
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to  the  King  of  Prufiia,  and  that  ceflion  gave  occafion  for 
the  war  of  1756. 

The  kings  of  Great  Britain  and  Prufiia  chofe  the  mo- 
ment of  fuccefs,  to  propofe  an  accommodation  ;  and  they 
defired  that  the  oppofite  powers  fhould  concur  with  them 
in  nominating  fome  place  for  a  congrefs.  Some  fpoke  of 
Leipfic,  as  a  means  of  indemnification  to  that  unfortunate 
city  ;  the  States  General  would  have  given  a  town  of  theirs ; 
King  Staniflaus  offered  Nancy,  his  capital :  but  the  time  of 
peace  was  not  yet  come.  The  two  kings  made  a  difplay  of 
moderation  ;  and  they  had  reafon  to  think  that  if  their  pro- 
polals  mould  be  accepted  (which  probably  they  did  not  then 
expect)  they  muff  naturally  take  the  lead  in  that  negotiation, 
and  mud  give  the  whole  a  turn  to  their  advantage.  But 
the  adverfe  alliance  unanimoufly  rejected  their  efforts,  and 
the  refufal  of  fome  of  its  members  was  couched  in  terms 
fufficiently  haughty. 

To  fpeak  impartially,  they  could  not  at  that  time  have 
accepted  proportions  for  peace.  France  had  fuffered  in 
every  quarter:  in  her  prefent  condition  me  could  fcarcely 
look  for  every  favourable  terms.  As  they  had  now  aban- 
doned in  defpair  all  attemps  by  fea,  and  confequently  all 
efforts  in  North  America  and  both  the  Indies,  all  their 
hopes  were  centered  in  Germany.  Hitherto  their  fortune 
in  that  countrv  had  not  been  very  encouraging.  But  (till, 
in  that  country  lay  their  bed  and  indeed  their  only  profpe<5t. 
The  Strength  and  perfeverance  of  the  two  emprefles,  the 
wafted  condition  of  the  King  of  Prufiia,  the  enormous  ex- 
pence  of  the  German  war  to  England,  which  muft  gradually 
exliauft  the  refources  of  her  credit,  and  with  them  the  pa- 
tience of  an  inconftant  people,  had  infpired  with  no  fmall 
hope.  All  thefe  confiderations  confirmed  their  refolution 
of  hearkening  to  no  terms,  until  by  acquiring  fuperiority, 
or  at  leaft  an  equality,  they  might  be  affured  of  procuring 
fuch  as  were  not  very  difadvantageous  or  humiliating. 

The  emprefs  queen  upon  her  part  had  a  moral  certainty, 
that  /he  could  not  procure,  by  a  treaty  propofed  at  fuch  a 
juncture,  thofe  objects  for  which  fhe  had  begun,  and  with 
fuch  fteadinefs  in  every  fortune  had  carried  on  the  war.  In 
reality,  her  circumftances  then  were,  and  they  ftill  continue, 
very  intricate  and  embarraffed.  It  was  neceflfary  that  (he 
mould  have  allies  of  great  power ;  but  if  they  have  done 
her  great  fervices,  they  have  formed  high  pretentions;  in- 
deed 
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deed  fo  high,  that  if  fhe  and  her  allies  cannot  abfolutely  pre- 
fcribe  the  terms  of  peace,  it  is  impofiible  that  they  mould 
all  be  in  any  degree  fatisfied. 

Her  fituation  in  this  refpect  has  pufhed  ad  iniernecionemy 
the  war  between  her  and  the  King  of  Pruffia.  Even  the 
cefllon  of  all  Silefia  in  her  favour,  cannot  procure  a  peace 
for  that  monarch.  The  Ruffians  will  never  let  loofe  their 
hold  of  the  ducal  Pruffia  ;  a  country  conquered  by  their  own 
arms,  a  pofTemon  which  rendered  the  King  moil:  formida- 
ble to  them,  and  which  is  their  fole  indemnification  for 
what  they  have  expended  in  a  war  entered  into  for  other 
views  than  thofe  of  glory,  or  even  of  revenge.  It  has  been 
confidently  aflerted,  that  the  emprefs  queen  of  Hungary 
has  actually  guarantied  the  poffeflion  of  that  country  to  its 
conquerors.  This  is  indeed  a  very  extraordinary  ftep,  and 
the  fact  is  not  fufficiently  authenticated.  But  the  report  is 
not  altogether  improbable.  We  may  be  fure  that  if  fuch 
a  guarantee  has  been  made,  it  has  been  entered  into  upon 
fome  reciprocal  engagement  of  equal  force,  and  for  an  ob- 
ject equally  important. 

Nothing  but  the  laft  defperate  necelTity,  nothing  in  fhort 
but  being  conquered  in  the  moll  abfolute  fenfe,  will  ever 
induce  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  fubmit  to  both  thefe  cemon?. 
By  fuch  a  fubmiffion,  befide  being  defpoiled  of  that  con- 
quer!, which  is  the  great  glory  of  his  reign,  and  conftitutes 
the  firmed:  fupport  of  his  revenue,  he  will  fee  his  heredi- 
tary dominions  curtailed  of  another  province  from  whence  he 
derives  his  royal  title,  and  what  makes  it  of  infinitely  great- 
er importance  in  his  eyes,  the  belt  commercial  part  of  his 
territories,  and  that  only  part  of  his  territories,  by  which 
he  could  have  hoped  to  become  in  any  degree  a  maritime 
power. 

But  though  it  were  poffible  that  his  PruiTian  Majefly 
could  be  brought  to  fubmit  to  thefe  humiliating  terms,  a 
great  deal  (Till  remains  to  be  adjufted.  There  are  other  de- 
mands, which  though  not  fo  high  in  their  nature,  nor  fo 
ftronglv  enforced,  are  notwithftanding  confiderable,  and 
cannot,  with  any  decency  be  totally  neglected.  What  is 
the  nature  of  the  bargain  between  the  Emprefs  and  the  Se- 
nate of  Sweden,  has  not  yet  been  made  publick.  Be  it 
what  it  will,  this  is  probably  the  leait  perplexing  part  of  the 
whole. 

But  fome  indemnification  for  the  King  of  Poland,  on 

whofe 
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whcfe  dominions  the  greateft  calamities  of  the  war  have 
fallen,  feems  abfolutely  necefTary  ;  and  on  what  principle 
can  Auftria  ever  expect  an  ally,  if  ihe  ihould  fecore  all  the 
benefits  of  the  pacification  to  herfelf,  and  leave  to  her  con- 
federates nothing  but  the  fufferings  of  a  war  in  which  they 
were  involved  purely  in  her  quarrel? 

This  variety  of  demands,  all  to  be  fatisfied  out  of  the  do- 
minions of  a  Tingle  Prince,  mwll  necefiarily  perplex  the 
work  of  peace  with  almoft  insurmountable  difficulties.  It 
ought  not  indeed  to  be  concealed,  that  there  are  circum- 
ftances  which  feem  to  lead  to  fome  folution  of  this  embar- 
raffment.  But  if  they  are  attentively  concerned,  they  will, 
I  believe,  be  rather  found  to  increafe  it. 

Great  Britain  has  had  remarkable  fuccefs  againft  France 
at  fea,  in  America,  and  in  the  Indies.  On  the  continent  of 
Europe,  her  fortune  is  even  at  this  day,  tolerably  ballanced  : 
the  two  weak  parts,  therefore,  in  the  oppofite  alliances,  (I 
fpeak  only  with  regard  to  the  events  of  the  prefent  war)  are 
France  and  PruiTia.  As  therefore  France  will  expect  fome 
ceflions  from  Great  Britain,  it  is  reafonable  that  they  mould 
be  bought  by  fome  moderation  of  the  rigorous  terms  which 
otherwife  would  have  been  impofed  on  PruiTia. 

All  the  facrifices  to  peace  mufl  be  made  out  of  the  ad- 
vantage acquired  bv  Auftria  and  Great  Britain.  But  when 
Great  Britain  mall  have  confented  to  fome  conceffions,  to 
forward  this  great  work,  what  return  can  the  Emprefs 
Queen  make,  but  an  abatement  of  her  demands  upon  Siie- 
Tia?  That  is,  by  giving  up  that  grand,  favourite,  and  in- 
deed to  her  fole  object,  for  which  me  has  brought  upon 
herfelf  an  heavy  war,  difgufted  her  antient  and  natural  al- 
lies, and  purchafed  the  aid  of  her  natural  enemy,  at  the 
price  or  places  which  the  bell:  blood  ot  Europe  has  been  To 
often  fhed  to  preferve  in  her  family.  To  all  who  confide r 
the  character  of  that  court,  it  will  appear  very  plainly  that 
me  will  hazard  aimed  any  thing,  and  even  rifque  thofe  con- 
fequences  to  which  her  imprudent  alliance  with  France  has 
exnof  d  her,  rather  than  accept  a  peace  which  mufc  deprive 
her  of  her  hopes  of  Silefia. 

When  thefe  things  are  weighed,  it  will  not  appear  won- 
derful that  there  have  been  To  few  Terious  overtures  for 
peace  ;  and  that  the  longer  the  war  continues,  the  greater 
difficulties  Teem   to   oppofe    themfelves  to  any  conclufion 

of  it. 
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The  only  hope  that  remains  of  any  happy  concluhon,  is 
that  fome  of  the  great  members  of  the  alliance,  wearied  and 
exhaufted,  will  at  length  fly  off,  and  thereby  throw  the  reft 
into  fuch  confufion,  that  a  peace  will  be  fuddenly  huddled 
up  ;  and  all  difficulties  not  removed,  but  forgotten,  by  not 
allowing  time. to  weigh  and  ftudy  what  may  be  gained  or 
loft.  This  muft  produce  a  fyftem  of  pacification,  the  na- 
ture of  which  it  is  impofiible  to  forefee  ;  becaufe  it  cannot 
be  faid  upon  which  fide  this  defection  will  begin  ;  but  prin- 
cipally becaufe  the  war  ft  ill  continues,  in  the  event  of  which, 
in  fpight  of  all  that  can  be  conjectured  from  the  ftrengthand 
prefent  condition  of  the  powers  concerned,  fortune  will 
have  fo  large  a  fhare.  But  we  may  predict  without  raihnefs, 
that  the  firft  overtures  will  be  between  Great  Britain  and 
France  :  for  they  never  think  of  peace  in  Germany. 

CHAP.     II. 

State  of  the  Englifb  gar  r  If  on  at  Quebec.  Defigns  of  Motif 
Levi.     Preparations  for  a  fiegq.     French   army  marches 

from  Montreal.  Their  ftrength.  Battle  of  Sillery. 
Gen.  Murray    defeated,     ghtebec   befieged.      The  Englijh 

fleet  under  Lord  Colville  arrives.  French  veffels  defiroy- 
ed.     Levi  raifes  the  fie ge. 

THIS  v/as  the  pofture  of  Europe  at  the  clofe  of  the 
campaign  of  1759.  And  all  thoughts  of  peace  being 
entirely  removed,  the  war  was  profecuted  in  this  part  of 
the  world  with  the  utmoft  vigour  as  foon  as  the  feafon  per- 
mitted them  to  recommence  operations. 

But  in  America,  the  feverity  of  winter  was  not  able  whol- 
ly to  interrupt  the  progrefs  of  the  war.  Canada  had  been 
fuppofed  conquered,  by  the  taking  of  Quebec.  Indeed 
without  the  pofleffiqn  of  that  place,  it  had  been  impoffibie 
to  reduce  that  country-  ;  but  ftill  a  great  deal  remained  to 
compleat  die  advantage  to  which  the  taking  of  Quebec  had 
only  given  an  opening.  The  French  troops  after  their  de- 
feat, had  retired  into  the  heart  of  their  country.  And  the 
Englilh  navy  having  provided  the  town  fufhciently  with 
military  ftores  and  proviiions,  let  fail,  fearing  left  they 
ihould  be  overtaken  by  the  froft.  Ten  battalions,  two 
companies  of  the  artillery,  one  of  American  wood-rangers, 
in  all  about  7000  men,  formed  the  garrifon  which  was  left 

in 
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in  Quebec  to  command  Canada  during  the  winter,  and  to 
facilitate  the  entire  reduction  of  that  province  in  theenfuing 
campaign.  They  were  under  the  orders  of  General 
Murray. 

As  the  river  St.  Laurence  is  commonly  fhut  up  by  ice, 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  winter,  all  communication  with 
Europe  was  cut  off.  The  conquering  army  was  therefore 
fubjecl:  to  be  inverted  in  Quebec.  The  French  command- 
er, M.  Levi,  was  fenfible  of  this  advantage  ;  and  he  faw 
that  it  was  the  only  refource  by  which  he  could  have  any 
chance  of  preferring  Canada.  He  accordingly  prepared  to 
make  ufe  of  this  laft,  and  only  opportunity  ;  and  he  was  not 
without  fome  profpe<5t  of  fuccefs. 

He  knew  that  the  fortifications  of  Quebec  were  weak 
and  incomplete,  without  any  kind  of  outwork  ;  that  the 
town  was  almofl  a  general  ruin,  fince  the  late  fiege  ;  and 
that  the  Englifh  garrifon  had  been  much  enfeebled,  and 
greatly  reduced  in  their  numbers  by  the  fcurvy.  He 
knew  alfo,  that  by  fome  misfortune,  no  provifion  had  been 
made  to  prevent  his  attaining  a  fuperiority  on  the  river  ;  as 
no  vefiels  had  been  left,  on  a  fuppofition,  that  they  could 
not  be  ufeful  in  winter. 

The  winter  had  pafTed  in  fkirmifhes  always  terminating 
in  favour  of  the  Englifh,  by  which  they  enlarged  the  fphere 
of  their  fubfiflence.  M.  Levi  had  indeed  propofed,  during 
the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  to  attempt  the  place  by  a  coup  de 
main  ;  and  had  made  preparations  for  that  purpofe.  But 
the  activity  of  the  garrifon  was  fuch  ;  and  all  the  outpofts 
fo  well  fecured,  that  he  thought  it  more  prudent  to  abandon 
that  defign,  and  to  poftpone  his  operations,  to  the  opening 
of  the  fpring,  when  a  regular  fiege  might  be  formed. 

The  forces  which  dill  remained  in  Canada,  were  not  un- 
equal to  the  attempt.  Ten  battalions  of  regular  troops, 
amounting  to  near  5000  men  ;  6000  of  experienced  militia 
of  Canada  ;  about  300  favages.  This  was  the  force  which 
M.  Levi  had  collected  at  Montreal,  and  with  which  he 
took  the  field  on  the  1  7  th  of  April,   1  760. 

His  provifions,  ammunition,  and  heavy  baggage,  fell 
down  the  river  St.  Laurence,  under  the  convoy  of  fix  fri- 
gates from  44  to  26  guns.  By  this  fquadron,  which  there 
was  nothing  to  oppofe,  he  acquired  the  undifputed  com- 
mand of  the  river,  a   point  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
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the  whole  defign.  In  ten  days  march,  the  French  army 
arrived  at  the  heights  of  Abraham  three  miles  from  Quebec. 

When  Gen.  Murray  perceived  the  approach  of  the  ene- 
my, he  had  two  parts  to  take,  either  to  keep  within  the 
town,  and  confiding  in  his  troops,  which  though  weak  as 
an  army,  were  flrong  as  a  garrifon,  to  fuftain  the  fiege  to 
the  utmoft  extremity;  or  to  march  out,  and  by  trying  the 
fortune  of  the  field,  to  avoid  the  tedious  hardfhips  of  a 
fiege,  in  a  place  which  feemed  to  him  fcarcely  tenable. 

He  refolved  on  the  latter  part.  But  when  he  came  to 
review  his  ability  for  this  undertaking,  he  could  poffibly 
draw  into  the  field  no  more  than  3000  men.  However  he 
was  not  frighted  by  the  enemy's  great  fuperiority.  He  de- 
termined to  engage ;  and  he  grounded  his  refolution  on  the 
following  reafons. 

Firft,  that  his  army,  notwithftanding  its  inferiority,  was 
in  the  habit  of  beating  the  enemy.  That  they  had  a  fine 
train  of  field  artillery  ;  that  to  (hut  themfelves  up  at  once 
within  the  walls,  was  putting  all  upon  the  fingle  chance  of 
holding  out  for  a  confiderable  time  a  wretched  fortification; 
a  chance  which  an  a&ion  in  the  field  could  hardly  alter,  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  gave  an  additional  one,  and  perhaps  a 
better;  and  in  fine,  that  if  the  event  was  not  profperous,  he 
might,  after  holding  out  to  the  laft  extremity,  retreat,  with 
what  mould  remain  of  the  garrifon,  to  the  ifle  of  Orleans  or 
Coudres,  and  there  wait  for  reinforcements. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  comprehend  the  prudence  of  engaging  in 
the  open  field,  an  army  four  times  fuperior ;  efpecially  when 
the  weaker  army  had  it  in  their  power  to  keep  upon  the  de- 
fenfive  in  a  ftrong  poft  ;  and  Quebec  may  well  be  confider- 
ed  at  leaft  as  a  flrong  retrenchment.  It  is  as  hard  to  under- 
hand how  the  chance  of  holding  out  a  fortrefs,  mould  not 
be  lefTened  after  a  defeat  of  the  troops,  which  compofe  the 
garrifon,  who  muft  neceffarily  fuffer  by  fuch  an  event,  both 
in  numbers  and  in  fpirit ;  it  is  equally  difficult  to  conceive 
how  the  remains  of  that  garrifon,  which  mould  be  driven 
from  Quebec,  could  have  fafely  retreated  to  the  ifle  of  Or- 
leans or  Coudres,  or  have  remained  in  either  of  thofe  places, 
with  any  tolerable  fecurity,  whilft  the  enemy  were,  as  they 
were,  confefledly  matters  of  the  river.  Thefe  are  matters 
not  fo  eafily  comprehended  by  thofe  who  are  at  a  diftance 
from  the  fcene  of  action ;  there  circumftances  may  have 
given  thefe  reafons  their  due  weight ;  and  they  had  the 
K  k  greater 
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greater  influence  from  the  character  of  the  general  ;  a  man 
of  the  mod:  ardent  and  intrepid  courage,  paflionately  defi- 
rous  of  glory,  and  emulous  of  the  reputation  Wolfe  had  ac- 
quired. He  knew  that  a  bold  and  fuccefsful  ftroke,  and 
well  purfued,  might  fo  difable  the  enemy,  who  were  in  no 
likelihood  of  receiving  fpeedy  or  considerable  fuccours  from 
France,  that  the  way  to  conqueft  would  lie  plain  and  open 
before  him  ;  and  he  might  expect  the  honour  of  the  total 
reduction  of  Canada,  before  the  arrival  of  the  reft  of  the 
king's  forces  to  his  afliftance. 

Thus  depending  on  fortune,  on  the  tried  goodnefs  of  his 
troops,  and  his  own  courage  to  animate  them,  he  marched 
out  of  the  city,  and  defcended  from  the  heights  of  Abra- 
ham with  the  army  mentioned  above,  and  twenty  field-pie- 
ces. The  right  and  left  of  the  enemy's  van  poflefled  them- 
felves  of  fome  fmall  woody  eminences  ;  the  main  army- 
marched  by  the  road  of  St.  Foix  ;  and  formed  themfelves 
under  the  fhelter  of  the  woods.  Whilft  the  body  of  the 
enemies  army  was  yet  unformed,  the  Englifh  troops  attack- 
ed their  van,  both  on  the  right  and  left,  with  the  ut- 
moft  impetuofity,  and  drove  them  from  the  eminences, 
though  they  were  well  maintained ;  the  advanced  ports  of 
the  French  centre  gave  way,  without  a  blow,  and  fell  back 
upon  their  main  army. 

Hitherto  the  fortune  of  the  field  was  favourable  to  the 
Englifh  ;  but  now  the  advantages  they  had  obtained  brought 
them  full  on  the  main  army  of  the  French,  which  formed 
in  columns,  and  advanced  with  great  rapidity  to  fupport 
their  broken  vanguard.  The  fire  became  very  hot,  and  flop- 
ped the  progrefs  of  our  troops  ;  whilft  thole  of  the  enemy 
having  fupported  their  centre,  wheeled  round  the  flanks  of 
the  Britifh  army  to  the  left  and  right,  and  formed  a  femi- 
circle,  which  threatened  to  clofe  upon  our  rear.  Proper 
movements  were  made  to  protect  the  flanks,  but  it  was 
evident  the  army  was  in  the  greateft  danger,  not  only  of  a 
defeat,  but  of  feeing  itfelf  furrounded,  and  its  retreat  to 
Quebec  intirely  intercepted.  Near  one  thoufand  men,  fol- 
diers  and  officers,  (a  third  of  the  army),  had  been  by  this 
time  killed  and  wounded.  Nothing  could  be  now  thought 
of  but  as  fpeedy  a  retreat  as  poflible  ;  and  in  this  there 
were  difficulties,  which  nothing  but  the  bravery  of  the  fol- 
diery  and  the  fkill  and  fpirit  of  the  officers  could  overcome 
They  gained  Quebec  with   little  lofs  in   the   purfuit  ;  but 

they 
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they  were  obliged  to  leave  their  cannon,  which  they  could 
not  bring  off,  on  account  of  the  wreaths  of  fnow,  which 
even  in  this  advanced  feafon,  and  in  the  temperate  latitude 
of  47,  ftill  lay  upon  the  ground.  The  French  loft  at  leaft 
2000  in  the  action. 

When  the  account  of  this  victory  arrived  in  Europe,  the 
French  were  for  a  while  infinitely  elated.  The  blow  was 
fenfily  felt  in  England.  Our  fanguine  hopes  were  at  once 
funk.  If  Quebec  was  loft,  it  was  evident  that  the  greateft 
difficulties  muft  have  arifen  to  our  affairs  in  America  ;  and 
the  reduction  of  Canada  muft  become  the  work  of  more 
than  one  campaign.  Nobody  imagined  that  the  town  could 
hold  out  long  after  fuch  a  defeat ;  and  the  fleet  fent  from 
Europe  to  reinforce  the  place  was  then  at  a  great  diftance. 

Neverthelefs  all  things  were  prepared  at  Quebec  for  a  vi- 
gorous defence.  The  late  check  he  had  received,  only 
roufed  the  governor  to  more  ftrenuous  efforts.  He  knew 
that  the  lofs  of  the  place  would  be  attributed  to  the  teme- 
rity of  his  councils  ;  he  was  fenfible  that  in  proportion  to 
the  honours  paid  by  the  public  to  thofe  who  had  conquered 
Quebec,  would  their  indignation  fall  upon  thofe  by  whom 
it  fhould  happen  to  be  loft  ;  and  that  in  general  nothing 
makes  a  worfe  figure,  than  a  rafhnefs  which  is  not  fortu- 
nate. Thefe  thoughts  were  perpetual  flings  to  a  mind  like 
his,  pafiionately  defirous  of  glory  ;  and  that  very  difpofiti- 
on  which  led  him  to  fight  unfuccefsfully  with  a  weak  army, 
gave  him  activity  and  fuccefs  in  the  defence  of  a  weak  forti- 
fication. 

The  French,  whofe  whole  hope  of  fuccefs  depended  on 
perfecting  their  work  before  a  Britifh  fquadron  could  ar- 
rive, loft  not  a  moment's  time  to  improve  their  victory. 
They  opened  trenches  before  the  town  the  very  night  of 
the  battle.  But  it  was  the  nth  of  May  before  they  could 
bring  two  batteries  to  play  upon  the  fortifications.  They 
were  greatly  deficient  in  this  refpect.  Their  accounts 
fay?  they  had  no  more  than  twelve  pieces  of  iron  artillery, 
which  carried  twelve  pound  balls.  The  Englifh  train,  was 
without  comparifon,  mperior.  Before  the  French  had 
opened  their  batteries,  132  pieces  of  cannon  were  placed 
on  the  ramparts.  The  fire  of  the  befiegers  was  therefore 
always  Hack,  interrupted,  and   of  little  effect. 

Notwithstanding  the  weaknefs  of  the  enemies  fire,  the 
Superiority  of  the  Englifh  artillery,  and   the  resolution  of 
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governor  and  garriibn,  the  relief  of  the  place  depended  en- 
tire' on  the  early  arrival  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  which  was 
looked  out  for  every  hour  with  the  mod  anxious  expectati- 
on. Had  any  French  fhips  of  force  come  before  the  En- 
glish, it  was  the  general  opinion  that  the  place  mud  inevi- 
tably have  fallen  into  their  hands. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  garrifon, 
an  Engliih  frigate  anchored  in  the  bafon  and  brought  them 
an  account  that  the  Britifh  fquadron  commanded  by  Lord 
Colville,  was  then  in  the  river.  On  the  15th,  a  fhip  of 
the  line  and  a  frigate  arrived  ;  the  next  morning  the  two 
frigates  were  fent  to  attack  the  French  fquadron  above  the 
town.  They  executed  their  commiflion  fo  well,  that  in  a 
moment  all  the  French  veflels  of  whatever  kind  were  dif- 
perfed,  and  the  greateft  part  deftroyed  or  taken. 

M.  Levi,  who  had  the  mortification  to  behold  from  the 
eminences  this  action,  which  at  one  ftroke  put  an  end  to 
all  the  hopes  he  had  conceived  from  his  late  victory,  was 
perfuaded  that  thefe  frigates  by  the  boldnefs  of  their  man- 
ner, muft  have  been  the  vanguard  of  a  confiderable  rein- 
forcement ;  and  that  too  clofe  at  hand :  he  therefore  raifed 
the  fiege  in  the  utmoft  hurry  and  precipitation,  leaving  be- 
hind all  his  artillery,  and  a  grea4:  part  of  his  ammunition 
and  baggage,  although  Lord  Collville,  with  the  reft  of  the 
fquadron,  did  not  arrive  at  Quebec  until  two  days  afterfa). 

Thus 


(a)   The  Hon.  James  Murray's  Letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated, 
Quebec,  May  2$,   1760. 

S     I     R, 

HAVING  acquainted  General Amherft,  three  weeks  ago,  that 
Quebec  was  befieged,  by  an  army  of  1  5,000  men,  I  think 
it  necefTary,  to  do  myfelf  the  honour  of  addreffing  directly  to  you, 
the  more  agreeable  news  of  the  fiege  being  raifed,  left,  by  your 
receiving  the  former  intelligence,  before  the  latter,  fome  incon- 
venience might  arife  to  his  Majefty's  fervice. 

By  the  journal  of  my  proceedings,  fince  I  have  had  the  com- 
mand here,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  to  you,  you  will 
perceive  the  fuperiority  we  have  maintained  over  the  enemy,  du- 
ring the  winter,  and  that  all  Lower  Canada,  from  the  Point  Au 
Tremble,  was  reduced,  and  had  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 

King. 
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Thus  was  fortunately  preferved  from  the  mod  imminent 
danger,  the  mod  confiderable  place  we  had  taken  in  the 
war  ;  and  that  which  gave  us  the  molt,  decifive  advantage. 

The 


King.  You  will,  no  doubt,  be  pleafed  to  obferve,  that  the  ene- 
my's attempts  upon  our  pofts,  and  ours  upon  theirs,  all  tended 
to  the  honour  of  his  Majeity's  arms,  they  were  always  baffled,  and 
we  were  conftantly  lucky. 

I  wifh  I  could  fay  as  much  within  the  walls  ;  the  exceffive  cold- 
nefs  of  the  climate,  and  conftant  living  upon  fait  provifions,  with- 
out any  vegetables,  introduced  the  fcurvy  among  the  troops, 
which,  getting  the  better  of  every  precaution  of  the  officer,  and 
every  remedy  of  the  furgeon,  became  as  univerfal  as  it  was  invete- 
rate, infomuch,  that,  before  the  end  of  April,  1000  were  dead, 
and  above  2000  of  what  remained,  totally  unfit  for  fervice. 

In  this  fituation,  I  received  certain  intelligence,  that  the  Che- 
valier de  Levis  was  alTembling  his  army,  which  had  been  cantoned 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Montreal ;  that  he  had  compleated  his 
eight  battalions,  and  forty  companies  of  the  Troupes  de  Colonie, 
from  the  choice  of  the  Montrealifts  ;  had  formed  thefe  forty 
companies  into  four  battalions  ;  and  was  determined  to  befiege 
us,  the  moment  that  St.  Laurence  was  open,  of  which  he  was  en- 
tirely mailer,  by  means  of  four  King's  frigates,  and  other  craft, 
proper  for  this  extraordinary  river. 

As  I  had  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  formerly,  that  Quebec 
could  be  looked  upon  in  no  other  light,  than  that  of  a  flrong  can- 
tonment, and  that  any  works  I  fhould  add  to  it,  would  be  in  that 
ftile,  my  plan  of  defence  was,  to  take  the  earlier!:  opportunity  of 
entrenching  myfelf  upon  the  heights  of  Abraham ,  which  entirely 
command  the  ramparts  of  the  place  at  the  diftance  of  8co  yards, 
and  might  have  been  defended  by  our  numbers  againft  a  large 
army.  But  the  Chevalier  de  Levis  did  not  give  me  time  to  take 
the  advantage  of  this  fituation  ;  the  23d,  24th  and  25th  0$ April y 
I  attempted  to  execute  the  projected  lines,  for  which  a  provifion 
of  fafcines,  and  of  every  neceffary  material,  had  been  made,  but 
found  it  impracticable,  as  the  earth  was  frill  covered  with  fnow 
in  many  places,  and  every  where  impregnablv  bound  up  by  the 
froft. 

The  night  of  the  26th,  I  was  informed,  the  enemy  had  land- 
ed, at  Point  Au  Tremble,  10,000  men,  and  500  barbarians.  The 
poll:  we  had  taken  at  the  embouchure  of  the  river  Caprouge  (the 
moft  convenient  piace  for  difembarking  their  artillery  and  ftores, 
and  for  fecuring  their  retreat)  obliged  them  to  land  where  they 
did,  20  miles  higher  up. 

The 
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The  triumph  of  the  French,  and  the  anxiety  of  England, 
were  but  fhort.  The  account  of  the  fiege,  and  the  raifmg 
it,  followed  clofe  on   the  heels  of  each  other.     And  there 

was 


The  27th,  having  broke  down  all  the  bridges  over  the  Caprouge, 
and  fecured  the  landing  places  at  Sillery,  and  the  Foulon,  I  march- 
ed with  the  grenadiers,  piquets,  Amherji's  regiment,  and  two 
field  pieces,  and  took  poft  fo  advantageoufly,  as  to  fruftrate  the 
fchemes  they  had  laid  of  cutting  off  our  pofts.  They  had  begun 
to  form  from  the  defile  they  were  obliged  to  pafs,  but  thought 
proper  to  retreat,  on  reconnoitring  our  pofition  ;  and  about  four 
this  afternoon  we  marched  back  to  town,  having  withdrawn  all 
our  pofts,  with  the  lofs  of  two  men  only,  though  they  did  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  harrafs  the  rear. 

The  enemy  was  greatly  fuperior  in  number,  it  is  true  ;  but 
when  I  confidered  that  our  little  army  was  in  the  habit  of  beating 
that  enemy,  and  had  a  very  fine  train  of  field  artillery  ;  that  fhut- 
ting  ourfelves  up  at  once  within  the  walls,  was  putting  all  upon 
the  fingle  chance  of  holding  out  for  a  confiderable  time,  a  wretch- 
ed fortification  ;  a  chance  which  an  action  in  the  field  could  hard- 
ly alter,  at  the  fame  time  it  gave  an  additional  one,  perhaps  a  bet- 
ter, I  refolved  to  give  them  battle  -,  and  if  the  event  was  not 
profperous,  to  hold  out  to  the  laft  extremity,  and  then  to  retreat 
to  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  or  Coudres,  with  what  was  left  of  the  gar- 
rifon,  to  wait  for  reinforcements. 

This  night  the  neceffary  orders  were  given,  and  half  an  hour 
after  fix  next  morning,  we  marched  with  all  the  force  I  could 
inuder,  viz.  three  thoufand  men,  and  formed  the  army  on  the 
heights,  in  the  following  order  ;  Amberjl's,  Anjlrufbers,  2d  bat- 
talion of  Royal  Americans,  and  IVehb^z,  compofed  the  right  Bri- 
gade, commanded  by  Col.  Burton:  Kennedy 's  Lafcel/es's,  High- 
idndi  rs,  and  tI'&i&rtft%rtet>&>  the  left  brigade,  commanded  by  Col. 
Frafer  :  Oiw&y%  and  the  third  battalion  of  Royal  Americans,  were 
the  corps  de  referve.  Major  Dalling's  corps  of  light  infantry  co- 
vered the  right  flank,  and  Capt.  Hazzens  company  of  rangers, 
witb  100  volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Donald  Mac- 
doi.iid,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  covered  the  left.  The 
battalions  had  each  two  field  pieces. 

\\  hile  the  line  was  forming,  I  reconnoitred  the  enemy,  and 
perceived  their  van  had  taken  poiTefTion  of  the  rifing  grounds, 
three  charters  of  a  mile  in  our  front,  but  that  their  army  was  up- 
on the  march,  in  one  column,  as  far  as  I  could  fee.  I  thought 
this  the  lucky  moment,  and  moved  with  the  utmoft  order  to  attack 
them,  before  they  had  formed.     We   foon  beat  them  from   the 

heights 
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was  nothing  now  to  cloud  the  profpecl  of  the  certain   re- 
duction of  Canada,  by  the  united  efforts  of  three  Englifli 
armies,    who    by    different    routes    were    moving    to    at- 
tack 


heights  they  had  poffeffed,  tho'  they  were  well  difputed  ;  and 
Major  Dalling,  who  cannot  be  too  much  commended  for  his  be- 
haviour this  day,  and  his  fervices  during  the  winter,  forced  their 
corps  of  grenadiers  from  a  houfe  and  windmill  they  had  taken  hold 
of,  to  cover  their  left  flank.  Here  he,  and  feveral  of  his  officers 
were  wounded  ;  his  men,  however,  purfued  the  fugitives  to  the 
corps  which  were  now  formed  to  fuftain  them.  They  halted, 
and  difperfed  along  the  front  of  the  right,  which  prevented  that 
wing  from  taking  advantage  of  the  firft  imprellion  they  had  made 
on  the  enemy's  left.  They  had  immediately  orders  given  them  to 
regain  the  flank,  but,  in  attempting  this,  they  were  charo-ed, 
thrown  into  diforder,  retired  to  the  rear,  and  from  the  number  of 
officers  killed  and  wounded,  could  never  again  be  brought  up, 
during  the  action.  Otway's  was  iniiantly  ordered  to  advance, 
and  fuftain  the  right  wing,  which  the  enemy  in  vain  made  two  at- 
tempts to  penetrate.  On  thefe  occafions,  Capt.  Ince,  with  the 
grenadiers  of  O/xu^y's,  were  diftinguifhed.  While  this  pafTed 
there,  the  left  were  not  idle  ;  they  had  difpoffeffed  the  enemy  of 
two  redoubts,  and  fuflained  with  unparallelled  firmnefs  the  bold 
united  efforts  of  the  enemy's  regulars,  Indians  and  Canadians, 
till  at  lail  fairly  fought  down,  and  reduced  to  a  handful  ;  though 
fuflained  by  the  3d  battalion  of  Royal  Americans  from  the  referve, 
and  Kennedy's  from  the  centre,  where  we  had  nothing  to  fear, 
they  were  obliged  to  yield  to  fuperior  numbers,  and  a  freih  column 
of  RouJ/il/on,  which  penetrated. 

The  diforder  of  the  left  was  foon  communicated  to  the  right  ; 
but  the  whole  retired  in  fuch  a  way,  that  the  enemy  did  not  ven- 
ture upon  a  biifk  purfuit.  We  left  moft  of  our  cannon,  as  the 
roughnefs  of  the  ground,  and  the  wreaths  of  fnow,  made  it  im- 
polfible  to  bring  them  off;  what  could  not  be  brought  off  were 
nailed  up. 

Our  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  one  third  of  thofe  in  the 
field  ;  that  of  the  enemy,  by  their  own  confeilion,  exceeds  2500 
men  ;  which  may  be  readily  conceived,  as  the  action  lafted  an 
hour  and  three  quarters. 

Here  I  think  it  my  duty  to  exprefs  my  gratitude  to  the  officers 
in  general,  and  the  latisfaCtion  I  had  in  the  bravery  of  all  the 
troops. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th,  the  enemy  opened  trenches  againil 
the  town  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  we  fet  to  work  within,  to  for- 
tify 
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tack  thofe  parts  of  it   which  flill  remained  to  France.     In 
the  mean  time  that  haughty  power  was  obliged  to  fit  the 
impotent  fpe&ator  of  the  ruin  of  her  colonies,  without  be- 
ing 


tify  it,  which  we  never  had  in  our  power  to  attempt  fooner,  from 
the  leveritv  of  this  climate  during  the  winter,  and  the  abfolute  ne- 
ceifity  of  executing  works  of  more  immediate  importance  lad  au- 
tumn, before  the  fro  ft  fet  in.  I  wanted  the  ailiftance  of  Major 
Mackeller,  the  chief  engineer,  dangeroufly  wounded  in  the  action  ; 
his  zeal  for,  and  knowledge  in  the  fervice,  is  well  known ;  but 
the  alacrity  of  the  garrifon  made  up  for  every  defect. 

My  journal  of  the  fiege,  which  accompanies  this,  fets  forth  in 
full  what  was  done  ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf,  the  extraordinary  per- 
formances of  the  handful  of  brave  men  I  had  left,  will  pleafe  his 
Majefty,  as  much  as  they  furprized  us  who  were  eye  witneiTes  to 
them. 

Great  praife  is  due  to  Commodore  Sivanton,  and  the  Captains 
Scbomberg  and  Dean  ;  I  have  not  words  to  exprefs  the  readinefs, 
vivacity,  and  valour  they  mewed  in  attacking  and  deftroying  the 
enemy's  fquadron.  Capt.  Dean  has  loll  his  fhip  ;  but  it  was  in  a 
good  caufe,  and  he  has  done  honour  to  his  country. 
,  The  morning  of  the  27th  of  May,  I  had  intended  a  ftrong  for- 
tie,  to  have  penetrated  into  the  enemy's  camp,  which,  from  the 
information  of  the  prifoners  I  had  taken,  and  the  concurrent  ac- 
count of  the  deferters,  I  conceived  to  be  very  practicable. 

For  this  purpofe,  I  had  ordered  the  regiments  of  Amherjl, 
Town/bend,  Lafcelles,  Anjirutber,  and  Highlanders,  with  the 
grenadiers  and  light  infantry  under  arms,  but  was  informed  by 
Lieut.  MAlpin,  of  my  battalion  (whom  I  fent  out  to  amufe  the 
enemy  with  fmall  fallies)  that  their  trenches  were  abandoned. 

I  inftantly  pufhed  out  at  the  head  of  thefe  corps,  not  doubting 
but  we  muft  have  overtaken  and  forced  their  rear,  and  had  ample 
revenge  for  the  28th  of  April ;  but  I  was  difappointed,  for  they 
had  crolTed  the  river  Caprouge,  before  we  could  come  up  with 
them.  However,  we  took  feveral  prifoners,  and  much  baggage, 
which  would  otherwife  have  efcaped.  They  left  their  camp  {land- 
ing; all  their  baggage,  ftores,  magazines  of  provifions  and  am- 
munition, 34  pieces  of  battering  cannon,  four  of  which  are  brafs 
12  pounders,  10  field  pieces,  6  mortars,  4  petards,  a  large  quan- 
tity of  fcaling  ladders  and  entrenching  tools  beyond  number  ;  and 
have  retired  to  their  former  afylum,  Jacques  C 'artier.  From  the 
information  of  prifoners,  deferters  and  fpies,  provifions  are  very 
fcarce  :  ammunition  does  not  abound;  and  thegreateft  part  of  the 
Canadians  have  deferted  them.     At  prefent  they  do  not  exceed 
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ing  able  to  fend  them  the  fmalleit.  fuccour.     It  was  then  fhe 
found  what  it  was  to  be  inferior  at  fea. 

We  mail  refume  the  American  affairs,  when  we  have  re- 
viewed the  fcenes  that  began  about  this  time  to  open  on  the 
theatre   of  Europe. 

CHAP. 


5000  men.  The  minute  I  am  joined  with  that  part  of  my  garri- 
ion,  which  was  fent  from  hence  lait  autumn,  I  inall  endeavour  to 
co-operate  with  Mr.  Amherjl,  towards  compleating  the  reduction 
of  this  country;  though,  if  rightly  informed,  he  can  hardly  att 
bv  the  lakes  before  the  month  of  July,  of  which  I  am  the  more 
convinced,  becaufe  from  the  intelligence  forwarded  to  him  laft 
February,  of  the  enemy's  defigns,  by  Lieut.  Montufor,  he  would 
certainly  have  been  upon  them  before  now,  had  it  been  at  all 
practicable. 

Major  Maitland,  the  bearer  of  thefe  difpatches,  who  has  acted 
as  Adjutant  General  this  laft  winter,  is  well  acquainted  with  all 
our  tranfactions  here  ;  he  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try, and  can  give  you  the  beft  lights  with  regard  to  the  meafures 
farther  to  be  taken,  relative  to  his  Majefty's  views  in  Canada. 

I  cannot  finilh  this  long  letter,  without  obfervinghow  much  I 
think  myfelf  obliged  to  the  Lieut.  Governor,  Col.  Burton  j  his 
activity  and  zeal  were  confpicuous  during  the  whole  courfe  of  this 
winter's  campaign,  and  I  flatter  myfelf,  Sir,  you  will  be  pleafed 
to  lay  his  fervices  before  his  Majeity. 

P.  S.  Since  I  have  wrote  the  above,  a  nation  of  Indians  has  fur- 
rendered,  and  entered  into  an  alliance  with  us. 

/  have  the  honour  to  he, 

With  great  regard, 

SIR,  yours,    CSV. 

JAMES  MURRAY. 

Admiralty-Office,   June   2J,    1760. 

CAPTAIN  Schomberg  arrived  this  morning,  with  difpatche? 
from  Lord  Colville,  and  Commodore  S-zvanton,  dated  at  £hie- 
bec,  the  24th  of  May,  giving  an  account,  that  on  the  nth  of 
that  month,  the  latter  arrived  at  the  Hie  of  Bee,  in  the  river  of  St. 
Laurence,  with  the  Vanguard  and  Diana,  where  he  intended  to 
wait  for  fuch  of  his  fquadron  as  had  feparated  from  him  in  his  paf- 
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CHAP.     III. 


Diftrefs  of  Saxony.  M.  Broglio  commands  the  main  body  of 
the  French  army.  St.  Germain  commands  on  the  Rhine. 
Englifi  army  reinforced.  King  ofPruJfia's  loffes.  Thea- 
tre of  the  ivar  in  the  eajl  of  Germany.  Pofitions  of  the 
Auflrian  and  P ruffian  armies.  Battle  of  Landfiut.  Prnf- 
fian  army   under  Fouquet  dejlroyed. 

A  Winter  remarkably  fevere  fucceeded  the  blcody  cam- 
paign of  1758.     At  Bareith  in  the  night  of  the  16th 
of   December,  the    cold    was    infupportable.     Reaumur's 

ther- 


fage  from  England;  but  having  on  the  14th,  received  advice 
from  Brig.  Gen.  Murray ,  that  the  enemy  had  befieged  Quebec,  he 
got  under  fail  with  the  utmoft  difpatch,  and  anchored  above  Point 
Levi  the  15th  in  the  evening,  where  he  found  the  Leoftoffe,  one 
of  his  fquadron,  which  arrived  a  few  days  before,  and  whofe  com- 
mander, Capt.  Deane,  immediately  came  off  to  him  with  a  mefTage 
from  the  General,  earneftly  recommending  the  fpeedy  removal  of 
the  French  naval  force  above  the  town,  confifting  of  two  frigates, 
two  armed  mips,  and  many  fmaller  veiTels  ;  in  confequence  of 
which  he  ordered  Capt.  Schomberg  of  the  Diana,  and  Capt.  Dean? 
of  the  Leoftoffe,  to  flip  their  cables  early  the  next  morning,  and  at- 
tack the  enemy  ;  but  they  were  no  fooner  in  motion,  than  the  ene- 
my fled  in  the  greater!  hurry  and  diforder  :  the  Pomona,  one  of 
the  frigates,  was  driven  on  fhore  above  Cape  Diamond ;  \\\zAta- 
lanta,  the  other  frigate,  run  afhore,  and  was  burnt  at  Point  An 
Tremble,  about  ten  leagues  above  the  town  ;  and  mod  of  the 
other  (hips  and  vefTels  were  likewife  driven  afhore,  or  effectually 
deftroyed. 

The  night  following,  the  enemy  raifed  the  fiege  of  Quebec  ve- 
ry precipitately,  leaving  their  cannon,  fmall  arms,  ftores,  &c.  be- 
hind  them. 

The  Leoftoffe  run  upon  fome  unknown  rocks,  in  purfuit  of  the 
enemy,  and  was  irrecoverably  loft,  but  the  officers  and  men  were 
faved. 

Lord  Colville  failed  from  Halifax  with  the  fquadron  under  his 
command,  the  22d  of  April,  but  did  not  arrive  at  Quebec  till  the 
1 8th  of  May  -,  having  been  much  retarded  in  his  paflage  by  thick 
fogs,  great  quantities  of  ice,  and  contrary  winds. 

[  Gazette  Extraordinary.   ] 
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thermometer  was  funk  to  15,  which  is  precifely  the  fame 
degree  it  fell  to  in  1709.  A  year  like  this  diftingui  fried  by 
the  intenfenefs  of  the  cold,  and  the  fury  of  war.  Birds 
dropped  dead  in  their  flight.  At  Leipfic  ten  centinels  were 
frozen  to  death.  An  infectious  difeafe  which  began  in  the 
armies,  diffufed  itfelf  among  the  inhabitants  of  Saxony, 
and  made  a  dreadful  havock.  A  peflilential  contagion  ra- 
ged among  the  cattle.  Famine  was  foon  added  to  the  reft 
of  their  calamities  ;  and  every  mifery  that  can  afflict  man- 
kind, was  poured  out  upon  that  unfortunate  people  with 
the  mofl  liberal  meafure.  There  was  no  profpe6t  of  an  al- 
leviation of  thefe  diftrefles.  On  the  contrary,  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  the  people" only  made  their  fovereigns  more  earned 
for  revenge  ;  and  out  of  the  general  want  a  refource  arofe 
to  their  armies,  who  were  the  more  readily  recruited,  be- 
caufe  the  fcanty  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  a  foldier,  became  an 
object  of  envy  to  the  wretched  peasantry  in  moil  of  thefe 
countries  ;  and  death  feemed  more  honourable  and  lefs 
certain  by  the  fword,  than  by  penury  and  difeafe. 

France  and  England  vied  in  their  endeavours  to  augment 
their  forces  in  Germany.  M.  Broglio  had  now  the  com- 
mand of  the  grand  army,  and  the  fole  conduct  of  the  ge- 
neral plan  of  operations.  He  had  early  in  this  year,  been 
honoured  with  the  ftaff  of  a  marfhal  of  France.  And  no- 
thing was  omitted  to  give  luftre  to  his  command,  and  to 
furnifh  him  with  every  means  of  exerting  his  talents.  His 
corps  was  augmented  to  near  100,000  effective  men.  Thir- 
ty thoufand  drawn  out  of  their  quarters  in  DufTeldorp, 
(Sieves,  Cologne  and  Wefel,  and  compleated  by  draughts 
from  France,  formed  a  feparate  army  on  the  Rhine,  under 
the  Count  de  St.  Germain.  This  difpofition  was  made 
not  only  to  divide  the  attention  of  the  allied  army,  but  to 
prevent  the  ill  confequences  of  the  mifunderftanding  which 
was  known  to  fubfift  between  this  general  and  the  Duke 
de  Broglio.  The  third  army  propofed  at  the  clofe  of  the 
foregoing  campaign  did  not  appear. 

On  the  fide  of  England,  the  preparations  were  not  lefs 
confiderable  in  proportion  to  her  ability  for  that  kind  of 
war.  Six  regiments  of  foot  commanded  by  Major  Gene- 
ral Griffin,  were  forthwith  fent  to  reinforce  the  allied  ar- 
my. Elliot's  regiment  of  light  horfe  foon  followed  them. 
At  the  opening  of  this  campaign,  we  had  in  Germanv 
twelve  regiments   of  heavy,  and   one  of  light  horfe  ;  and 
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twelve  regiments,  with  two  Highland  battalions  of  foot  ; 
the  whole  amounted  to  near  22,000  men.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  fummer,  they  were  further  reinforced  to  near  25,000. 
Such  a  number  of  Britifh  troops,  ferving  in  one  army,  had 
not  been  feen  on  the  continent,  for  two  hundred  years  part. 
The  allied  army  indeed  fell  fhort  of  the  French  in  numbers ; 
but  they  exceeded  it  in  the  quality  of  the  troops.  'Thofe 
newly  arrived  from  England  were  frefh  but  not  undifciplin- 
ed;  the  old  were  indeed  haraffed,  but  they  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  victory. 

In  the  beginning  cf  the  year,  the  death  of  the 
Jan.  31.  Landgrave  of  Hefle  Caflel  had  excited  fome  ap- 
prehenfions ;  the  difpofitions  of  the  fucceflbr  were 
uncertain  ;  and  his  withdrawing  himfelf  from  the  caufe  of 
the  allies  would  have  made  a  breach  in  their  army,  that  it 
would  have  proved  almoft  impofTible  to  flop.  But  thefe 
fears  were  foon  diffipated.  The  new  Landgrave  among 
the  very  firfb  acts  of  his  government,  gave  the  ftrongeft 
proofs  of  his  Heady  adherence  to  the  fyftem  of  his  father, 
and  even  agreed  to  add  confiderably  to  the  HelTian  troops 
in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain  ;  fo  that  all  things  promifed  as 
favourably  to  the  allies,  as  from  that  irremediable  inferiori- 
ty in  numbers  could  have  been  expected. 

The  king  of  Pruflia  was  under  far  greater  difficulties  ; 
he  had  felt  the  heaviefl  blows,  and  was  mod  fcanted  in  the 
means  of  healing  them. 

His  lofTes  were  not  to  be  reckoned  by  the  men  killed  and 
prifoners,  but  by  armies  deftroyed  or  taken.  Forty  gene- 
rals had  died,  or  were  flain  in  his  fervice,  fince  the  iff  of 
October  1756,  exclufive  of  thofe  who  had  been  wounded, 
difabled,  or  made  prifoners.  And  this  alone  would  have 
been  a  lofs  not  to  be  repaired,  if  thefe  murdering  wars 
which  cut  offfo  many  experienced  officers,  did  not  at  the 
fame  time,  form  fo  many  more  to  fupply  their  places.  The 
king  had  renewed  his  alliance  on  the  former  terms  with 
Great  Britain.  By  his  indefatigable  induftry,  no  gaps  were 
feen  in  his  armies.  But  they  were  no  longer  the  fame 
troops,  and  if  the  king  of  Pruflia  had  formerly  the  merit  of 
ably  commanding  bhe  mod:  excellent  armies;  he  was  now 
to  fill  up  the  moil  remarkable  deficiency  on  the  part  of  his 
troops  by  his  own  heroifm  ;  and  to  undertake  far  more  ar- 
duous cnterprizes,  than  his  fir/l,  with  infinitely  weaker  in- 
ftruments.     His  affairs  wore  a  bad  afpecl:  in  the  opening  of 
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the   former  year.     In  this  they   feemed   altogether  defpe- 
rate. 

The  Ruffians  had  fufFered  ;  but  they  were  fufHciently 
reinforced.  The  Swedes  who  had  been  generally  obliged 
to  give  ground  in  the  winter,  had  in  that  of  1759  the  ad- 
vantage in  leveral  fmart  fkirmifhes,  and  had  even  taken 
prifoner  the  PrulTian  general  Mantenffei.  As  to  the  Auf- 
trians,  victorious  for  a  whole  campaign  almoft  without 
fighting,  their  armies  and  magazines  were  full,  their  corps 
compleat,  their  men  frefh,  vigorous,  and  full  of  resolution. 
Several  fkirmifhes  of  confequence  had  been  fought  during 
the  ceffation  of  the  great  operations ;  and  they  were  gene- 
rally to  their  advantage. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  was  fenfible,  that  in  this,  as  in  the 
former  campaigns,  he  mould  be  attacked  by  four  armies  ; 
and  that  his  dominions  would  be  inverted  upon  every  fide. 
As  thefe  operations  were  very  extenfive  and  complicated, 
to  enable  the  reader  to  form  an  idea  of  the  campaign,  it 
will  not  be  amifs  to  fay  fomething  of  the  ground  the  king 
had  to  defend,  which  is  circumftanced  in  this  manner. 

To  the  north  is  Pomerania.  This  country  is  very  open  ; 
and  it  is  defended  on  that  part  on  which  the  Swedes  gene- 
rally acl,  with  but  few,  and  thofe  mean  fortifications,  An- 
clam,  Demmein  and  Paffewalk.  But  then  the  Swedifh 
army  is  not  numerous,  and  if  thev  mould  attempt  to  pene- 
trate far  into  the  country,  they  muft  leave  Stetin,  in  which 
there  is  always  a  ftrong  garrifon  behind  them  to  their  leit, 
which  would  render  their  fubfiftence  difficult,  and  their  re- 
treat in  cafe  of  any  misfortune,  extremely  hazardous  ;  and 
they  have  not  fufficient  ftrength  to  m  after  this  place  by  a 
regular  fiege.  This  has  always  proved  a  check  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  that  army,  even  when  they  have  been  otherwifs 
fuccefsful. 

This  fame  country  to  he  eaftward  of  the  Oder,  is  one 
great  object  of  the  Ruffian  defigns.  Its  chief  ftrength  in 
this  quarter  is  the  town  of  Colberg  ;  a  place  they  have 
frequently  attempted,  but  always  without  fuecefs.  And 
their  failure,  in  this  inftance,  has  been  the  main  caufe  why 
they  have  never  been  able  to  take  winter  quarters  in  the 
King  of  Pruffia's  dominions,  or  even  during  the  campaign, 
to  make  any  confiderable  impreffion  upon  Pomerania.  For 
they  can  have  no  communication  with  their  own  country  by 
fea,  ior  want  of  this  port.  On  their  rear,  lies  the  exten- 
five 
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five  and  inhofpitable  defert  of  Waldow  ;  and  this  with  the 
uncertain  difpofition  of  the  city  of  Dantzick,  renders  their 
fupplies  of  provifion  from  Poland  difficult  and  precarious. 
Neither  is  it  poffible  in  thefe  circumrtances,  to  unite  their 
forces  with  thofe  of  Sweden  acting  in  the  fame  country. 
The  Oder  flows  between  them  ;  which  is  fo  commanded  by 
the  city  of  Stetin,  as  to  make  all  communication  between 
thefe  armies  in  a  great  meaiure  impracticable.  Infomuch, 
that  on  the  fide  of  Pomerania,  the  force  of  thefe  two  pow- 
ers is  compelled  to  a£t  feparately,  without  concert,  and 
therefore  weakly  and  ineffectually. 

To  the  weftward,  the  King  of  PruiTia  is  fufficiently  co- 
vered by  the  city  of  Magdebourg,  the  ftrongert  place  in  his 
dominions,  and  in  that  part  of  Germany.  Here  are  his 
greateft  magazines,  and  his  principal  founderies ;  and  this  is 
the  repository  of  whatever  he  finds  necefiary  to  place  out  of 
the  reach  of  fudden  infult. 

To  the  fputhward  he  is  obliged  to  defend  Saxony  and  Si- 
lefia. Both  of  thefe  countries  on  their  frontiers  towards  Bo- 
hemia, rife  into  very  rough,  broken,  and  mountainous 
grounds,  abounding  in  advantageous  ports  and  rtrong  fituati- 
ons.  Lufatia  lies  between  them  ;  a  level  fandy  plain,  (in- 
terfperfed  with  pine-woods,)  extending  without  any  obrta- 
cle  to  the  very  gates  of  Berlin.  Through  this  country  the 
king's  communication  between  Silefia  and  Saxony  mud  be 
kept  up,  and  therefore  it  has  been  from  the  beginning  of 
this  war,  the  great  fcene  of  thofe  remarkable  marches  and 
counter-marches,  by  which  his  Pruffian  majerty  has  acqui- 
red fo  great  a  reputation  ;  and  alfo  of  thofe  bold  and  fudden 
attempts  which  have  dirtinguifhed  fome  of  the  generals  of 
the  adverfe  party.  As-  an  army  cannot  be  advantageoufly 
ported  in  this  territory,  it  has  not  been  ufual  for  a  conside- 
rable body  to  remain  there  long  ;  and  it  is  particularly  un- 
favourable to  defenfive  operations.  This  country  may  be 
confidered  as  the  curtin,  and  the  frontiers  of  Saxony  and 
Silefia  as  the  bartions,  that  flank  the  fort  of  fortification, 
which  the  king  is  to  maintain. 

No  part  of  that  monarch's  territories  are  naturally  more 
defencelefs  than  the  eartern  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  at- 
tacked by  the  mod  powerful  of  his  enemies.  A  country  al- 
together fandy  and  level,  extends  along  both  fides  of  the 
Oder,  from  the  northern  frontier  of  Silefia,  until  it  meets 
Pomerania,  a  country  of  the  fame  kind.     There  is  no  re- 
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fpectable  fortification  on  this  fide  ;  and  the  river  Warta 
that  falls  here  into  the  Oder,  makes  the  tranfport  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  confequentlv  the  fubfiftence  of  the  armies  that 
a£t  againfl:  him  more  eafy. 

As  to  Silefia,  it  is  covered  on  the  Bohemian  fide  with 
mountains,  and  it  contains  places  of  fuch  flrength  as  to  be 
above  the  neceflity  of  yielding  to  the  firfl  army  that  appears 
before  them.  Indeed  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  fuch  a  de- 
gree of  flrength  feems  fufficient  for  the  kind  of  fervice 
which  hasdifringuiihed  this  war.  Never  was  a  war  of  fuch 
a  length  and  extent,  in  which  fewer  fieges  of  confequcnce 
have  been  formed  ;  and  the  late  fervice  which  affords  {o 
large  a  field  for  experience  in  every  other  fpecies  of  military 
operations,  affords  very  little  matter  of  improvement  in  the 
art  of  reducing  or  defending  ilrong  places. 

The  King  of  Pruflia's  defign  feems  to  have  been  to  fave 
himfelf  as  much  as  pofTible  to  the  end  of  the  campaign  ; 
the  only  time  when  his  fuccefs  might  be  decifive,  and  his 
ill-fortune  not  ruinous.  He  therefore  formed  a  defenfive 
plan.  In  purfuance  of  this  he  withdrew  his  out-pofts  from 
Freyberg,  and  drawing  a  chain  of  cantonments  from  the 
foreft  of  Tharandton  his  right  to  the  Elbe,  he  took  a  moil 
advantageous  camp  between  that  river  and  the  Multa  ; 
ftrongly  entrenching  it  where  it  had  not  been  previoufly  for- 
tified by  nature;  and  fumifhed  it  with  fo  numerous  an  ar- 
tillery, that  they  reckoned  in  their  front  only  250  pieces  of 
cannon. 

In  this  fituation  he  covered  the  mod  material  parts  of 
Saxony,  kept  the  attention  of  M.  Daun's  army  engaged, 
and  was  enabled  to  fend  out  reinforcements  to  Prince  Henry, 
or  elfewhere,  as  occafion  fhould  require,  without  expofing 
one  part  wbilfl  he  defended  another. 

Whilft  the  King's  army  defended  his  conquefh  in  Ivlif- 
nia.  Prince  Henry  had  aifembled  an  army  about  Frankfort 
on  the  Oder,  and  took  various  pofitions  about  that  place 
and  CrofTen.  In  this  pofiticn,  he  commanded  three  prin- 
cipal communications,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  protect  at 
once  Silefia,  the  New  Marche  of  Brandenburg,  and  the 
avenues  to  Berlin;  all  which  were  threatened  by  feveral  bo- 
dies of  the  enemy.  General  Fouquet  had  etrablifhed  his 
quarters  near  the  county  of  Glatz,  and  whilft  he  covered 
that  fide  of  Silefia,  he  communicated  with  Prince  Henrv,  and 
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was  fo  difpofed  as  to  fend  to  or  receive  fuccours  from  him, 
as  either  party  mould  happen  to  be  preffed. 

M.  Daun,  as  foon  ashefaw  that  the  King  of  Pruma  had 
fortified  himfelf  in  his  poft,  lie  too  buried  himfelf  in  en- 
trenchments, and  kept  the  moft  attentive  eye  upon  all  his 
majelly's  motions.  Whilfr.  he  confined  himfelf  in  this  po- 
rtion, in  order  to  tie  down  the  King  of  Pruma,  general 
Laudohn,  with  a  ftrong  but  light  and  difincumbered  army, 
moved  from  the  camp  he  had  occupied  during  the  winter  in 
Bohemia,  and  prefentir ;g  himfelf  alternately  on  the  fide  of 
Lufatia,  and  on  the  frontiers  of  Silefia,  threatened  fome- 
times to  penetrate  to  Berlin,  fometimes  by  a  bold  flroke  to 
effect  a  junction  with  the  Ruffians,  and  attack  Prince  Henry, 
fometimes  to  fit  down  before  Glatz,  Schweidnitz,  or  Bref- 
lau  ;  and  thus  the  alarm  was  fprcad  upon  every  fide,  not 
knowing  where  the  ftorm  would  fair. 

At  length  he  declared  himfelf.  Having  by  feveral  feints 
perfuaded  general  Foujquet  that  his  intentions  were  againfl 
Schweidnitz,  that  general  marched  thither  a  confiderable 
body  of  his  troops,  and  left  Glatz  uncovered.  As  foon  as 
Laudohn  perceived  this  movement,  he  on  his  fide  made 
another,  and  poffefTed  himfelf  of  Landihut  ;  and  when  he 
had  taken  Landihut,  he  pretended  a  defign  of  fecuring  this 
poft  by  leaving  a  frnall  body  of  troops  there.  This  feint 
alfo  fucceeded,  and  drew  general  Fouquet  from  Schweid- 
nitz, back  again  to  Landihut.  He  drove  the  Aufirians  from 
that  place  without  difficulty  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  Lau- 
dohn made  himfelf  mafter  of  feveral  important  paffes,  by 
which  he  was  in  fome  fort  enabled  to  furround  the  corps  of 
General  Fouquet. 

That  commander  finding  himfelf  in  thofe  dangerous  cir- 
cumftances,  had  nothing  left  but  to  fortify  his  poif,  for- 
merly made  a  very  ftrong  one,  with  additional  works  ; 
which  he  did  with  fuch  effect,  that  it  had  more  the  refem- 
bknee  of  a  regular  fortification  than  an  entrenchment.  How- 
tver,  the  army  he  commanded  was  far  from  numerous ;  and 
he  was  obliged  to  weaken  it  ftill  farther  by  a  detachment  of 
2000  men,  to  preferve,  if  poflible,  a  communication  with 
Schweidnitz. 

Laudohn  longed  to  diftinguifh  himfelf  by  fome  capital 
ftroke  ;  and  he  had  now  by  a  feries  of  very  artful  movements 
procured  a  moft  favourable  opportunity.  Firft,  therefore, 
he  fhut  up  with  great  dexterity  the  paffes  on  every  fide,  and 
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rendered  his  adverfary's  retreat  impracticable.  Then  he 
began  an  attack  on  the  Pruilian  entrenchments  in  -r 
the  dead  of  the  night  in  three  different  places.  J  '  3* 
The  fignal  for  the  afTault  was  given  by  four  hawbitzers 
fired  in  the  air.  The  Auftrians  rufhed  to  the  attack  with 
uncommon  fury,  and  maintained  it  with  fo  fteady  a  reso- 
lution, that  in  thee  quarters  of  an  hour  the  two  ftrongeft 
entrenchments  were  carried,  and  the  line  of  communicati- 
on forced.  The  Pruflians  at  day-break  found  themfelves 
pufhed  back  from  hill  to  hill,  and  line  to  line,  to  their  laft 
entrenchments.  Their  .refiftance  was  all  along  brave,  and 
their  retreat  regular.  The  enemy  purchafed  every  advan- 
tage at  the  deareft  rate  ;  but  at  laft  prefled  upon  every  fide, 
worn  down  by  a  terrible  {laughter,  their  general  difabled 
by  two  mortal  wounds,  at  eight  in  the  morning  the  rem- 
nant of  the  army  threw  down  their  arms,  and  Surrendered 
on  the  field  of  battle. 

On  the  fide  of  the  vanquifhed,  the  flain  were  about  4000. 
The  prifoners  were,  one  general  of  foot,  namely  general 
Fouquet ;  two  major  generals  ;  two  hundred  and  thirteen 
officers  of  the  inferior  ranks ;  and  upwards  of  7000  private 
foldiers,  58  pieces  of  artillery,  with  a  number  of  colours, 
Never  was  a  more  entire  and  decifive  victory.  The  whole 
army,  general,  officers,  every  thing  was  deftroyed.  Scarce 
three  hundred  of  the  body  intrenched  by  Landfhut  efcaped. 
The  corps  alone  which  was  to  preferve  the  communicati- 
on, together  with  fome  bodies  of  cavalry  who  had  not  been 
engaged,  with  difficulty  got  into  Schweidnitz,  where  they 
expected  every  moment  to  be  befieged.  This  advantage 
coft  the  Auftrians  above  1 2000  men  killed  and  wounded. 

CHAP.     IV. 

The  Aufrians  take  Glatz.  Situation  of  the  Prufjian  ar- 
mies. King  of  Pruffia  marches  towards  Silefa  and  de- 
ceives M.  Daun.  King  of  Pruffia  returns  to  Saxony. 
Siege  of  Drefden.  Tozvn  burned.  Return  of  Daun, 
Siege  raifed.  Brejlau  befieged  by  the  Aujlrians.  March 
of  Prince  Henry.     Laudohn  retreats. 

THIS  victory  was  purfued  with  as  much  rapidity  as  it 
was  obtained  with  courage  and  addrefs.     Baron  Lau- 
dohn immediately   turned  back  from   Landfhut,  and  fell 
M  m  like 
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like  a  ftorm  upon  Glatz.  Glatz  confifts  of  two  fortrefles, 
the  old  and  the  new.  The  old  was  taken  by  ftorm  ;  the 
new  furrendered  at  difcretion.  Two  thoufand  brave  men 
and  fome  good  works  could  not  defend  it  again  ft  the  impe- 
tuofity  of  the  Auftrians.  One  hundred  and  one  pieces  of 
brafs  cannon  were  taken.  Immenfe  magazines  of  provifi- 
on  and  military  ftores  piled  up  in  this  frontier  place  to  fa- 
vour in  better  times  an  irruption  into  Bohemia,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  conqueror.  Fvery  thing  gave  way.  The 
poffeffion  of  Glatz  laid  all  Silefia  open,  and  the  Auftrians 
might  turn  their  arms  upon  any  ficje  without  the  leaft  dan- 
ger to  the  freedom  of  their  retreat.  Neither  was  there  any 
fort  of  army  to  give  the  leaft  cbftruclion.  The  King  of 
Pruflia  held  down  by  M.  Daun,  was  in  Saxony.  Prince 
Henry  was  alio  at  a  great  diftance  towards  Cuftrin.  If  that 
Prince  attempted  to  move  to  the  relief  of  Silefia,  he  laid 
open  Brandenburgh,  and  even  Berlin  itfelf  to  the  irruptions 
of  the  Ruffians.  If  he  remained  in  his  poft,  Silefia  was  in- 
evitably loft.  Even  his  fpeedieft  march  feemed  by  no  means 
a  certain  way  to  relieve  it.  The  King  was  yet  further  dis- 
tant ;  and  any  motion  of  his  threatened  to  fhake  and  un- 
hinge the  whole  fcheme  of  his  defence ;  expofing  at  once 
Sax.ony  and  Berlin.  The  lofs  of  his  third  army,  fmall  as 
that  army  was,  laid  him  under  difficulties  that  feemed  in- 
fuperable. 

Favoured  by  thefe  circumftances,  Laudohn  had  only  to 
ehufe  what  direction  he  fhould  give  his  arms.  Silefia,  as 
has  been  obferved,  lay  open  before  him.  He  had  threat- 
ened Schweidnitz ;  but  he  faw  that  Breflau  was  a  place  of 
greater  confequence,  much  more  eahiy  reduced,  and  that 
the  poffeirion  of  it  facilitated  a  junction  with  the  Ruffians; 
a  point  on  which  the  ultimate  improvement  of  his  victory 
wholly  depended.  The  place  befides  is  of  fo  great  extent* 
and  the  works  of  fo  little  comparative  ftrength,  that  he 
had  no  fmall  hopes  of  mattering  it  before  Prince  Henry 
could  come,  if  he  fhould  at  all  attempt  to  come  to  its  re- 
lief. 

He  therefore  delayed  no  longer  than  the  march  of  his 
heavy  artillery  and  the  ncceffary  preparatives  required,  to 
lay  fiege  to  the  capital  of  Silefia,  of  whofe  fafety  the  moil 
fanguine  friends  of  his  Pruffian  majefty  began  to  defpair. 

But  in  the  interval  between  the  battle  of  Landfhut  and 
the  commencement  of  the  ftege  of  Brefiau,  the  King  of 
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PrufTia  was  not  idle.  His  thoughts  were  continually  em- 
ployed to  repair  this  difafter  ;  all  ordinary  refources  were 
impracticable  or  ineffectual.  His  genius  alone  could  enter 
the  lifts  with  his  ill  fortune.  Placing  therefore  his  hopes 
in  himfelf,  he  aimed  by  a  daring  and  unexpected  ftroke,  to 
draw  even  from  io  fevere  a  misfortune  fome  new  and  more 
brilliant  advantages. 

In  purfuance  of  the  plan  he  had  laid,  he  difpo-  July  2. 
fed  all  things  for  a  march  towards  Silefia,  and 
had  paffcd  the  Elbe  and  penetrated  through  a  woody  coun- 
try without  oppofiticr;  ;  had  the  enemy  been  apprifed  of 
his  march  as  early  as  he  began  it,  it  had  been  attended  with 
great  and  unfurmountable  difficulties.  Marfhal  Daun  no 
fooner  had  advice  of  his  march,  than  he  alfo  immediately 
moved  with  the  utmoft  expedition  at  the  head  of  his  main 
army  towards  Siiefia,  leaving  the  army  of  the  Empire,  and 
a  body  under  General  Lacy,  to  awe  Saxony  in  his  abfence. 

The  two  armies  continued  their  route  through  Lufatia  ; 
that  of  the  King  of  Prufha  a  little  to  the  northward,  that 
of  Marfhal  Daun  to  the  fouthward  5  both  apparently  pufh- 
ing  towards  the  fame  object,  and  with  equal  eagernefs.  But 
as  the  army  of  the  marfhal  had  rather  the  fhorter  cut  to 
make,  and  as  he  moved  with  far  greater  and  more  unaf- 
fected diligence,  he  got  very  confiderably  the  flart  of  the 
.King. 

When  his  majefty  was  apprifed  that  M.  Daun 
had  gained  full  two  days  march  upon  him  ;  that     July    8. 
he  had  actually  arrived  at  Gorlit70and  was  pufhing 
by  forced  marches   to  Lauban  ;  his  great  purpofe  was  ob- 
tained.    Immediately  he  ftruck  into  M.  Daun's  track,  but 
wheeled  into  the  oppofite  direction,  repaffed  the  Spree  near 
Bautzen,  and  whilft  every  one  imagined  him  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Silefia,  he  fuddenly  fprung  up    like  a  mine  before 
Drefden.  The  array  of  theE.mpre  retired.  Lacy's  corps  was 
obliged  to  fhift  its  fituation.     The  Pruffian  generals  Hulien 
and  Ziethen,  who  ha  i  probably  been  prepared  to  act  in  con- 
cert with  the  King,  joined  him  before  that  place, 
and  knowing  there  was  no  room  ror  delay,  began     July  13. 
the  fiege  with  the  utmoft  vigour. 

Then  was  this  mo  ft.  unfortunate  city  a  third  time  expo- 
fed  to  the  fury  of  war.  The  inhabitants  fufTered  in  their 
habitations  tor  the  weaknefs  of  the  works;   and  there  were 

:  lies  both  without  and  within  of  fuch  mutual  and  deter- 
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mined  rage,  and  fo  carelefs  of  all  things  but  their  enmity, 
that  they  little  fcrupled  to  ftrike  at  each  other  through 
the  bodies  of  the  fuffering  Saxons.  All  Europe  had  now 
its  eyes  turned  to  the  event  of  this  mafterly  manoeuvre  ;  and 
certainly  through  the  whole  courfe  of  this  eventful  war, 
nothing  appeared  more  worthy  of  regard,  nor  at  any  time 
had  there  been  exhibited  a  piece  of  generalfhip  more  com- 
pleat,  than  the  conduct  of  the  King  of  Pruflia's  march. 

Since  Drefden  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Auftrians, 
it  had  been  ftrengthened  with  the  addition  of  feveral  new 
works.  The  burning  of  the  fuburbs  by  the  PrufTians,  in 
order  to  keep  them  out,  became  an  advantage  to  them 
when  they  came  to  poflefs  the  town.  In  fhort,  the  place 
was  rendered  in  all  refpects  more  defenfible  than  formerly. 
It  had  alfo  a  very  large  garrifon  under  General  Macguire, 
an  officer  of  courage  and  experience,  who  refolved  to  main- 
tain it  to  the  laft  extremity:  when  he  was  fummoned  to 
furrender,  he  made  anfwer,  "  That  it  was  impoflible  the 
king  could  have  been  apprifed  with  his  being  entrufted  with 
the  command  of  that  capital ;  otherwife  fo  great  a  captain 
as  his  majefty  would  not  make  fuch  a  propofal  to  an  officer  of 
his  (landing  :  that  he  would  defend  himfelf  to  the  laft  man  ; 
and  wait  whatever  the  king  fhould  think  proper  to  attempt.'" 

Both  parties  being  therefore  infpired  with  the  utmoft 
refolution,  the  one  to  attack,  the  other  to  defend,  the  fiege 
was  pufhed  on  by  every  method  of  force  and  addrefs  ;  there 
was  fcarce  any  intermiflion  of  aflaults,  furprizes,  coups  de 
mains,  Tallies,  and  all  kind  of  actions  ufed  on  fuch  occasions; 
and  all  the  mod  vigorous  in  their  way.  In  the  mean  time 
three  batteries  of  cannon  and  mortars  played  continually, 
but  with  much  greater  damage  to  the  buildings  than  effe6t 
on  the  fortifications. 

Marfhal  Daun  was  in  Silefia  when  he  heard  all  at  once 
of  the  deceit  put  upon  him  by  the  King  of  Pruflia  of  his 
return  to  Saxony,  of  the  fiege,  and  the  extreme  danger  of 
Drefden.  His  return  was  as  rapid  as  his  march  had  been. 
On  the  19th  he  appeared  within  a  league  of  Drefden.  His 
approach  only  caufed  the  Pruflians  to  redouble  their  efforts ; 
that  day  they  had  received  reinforcements  of  heavy  cannon 
and  mortars,  and  battered  the  place  with  new  fury.  The 
cathedral  church,  the  new  fquare,  feveral  principal  ftreets, 
fome  palaces,  the  noble  manufactory  of  porcelain,  were  all 
entirely  reduced  to  afhes. 

1  The 
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The  fiege  continued  till  the  22d.  The  night  of  the  21ft, 
M.  Daun  had  thrown  fixteen  battalions  into  Drefden.  It 
was  in  vain  to  continue  any  longer  the  pretence  of  befiee:- 
ing  a  whole  army  within  the  town,  whilfl  at  the  fame  time 
there  was  another  army  to  reinforce  it  without.  The  king 
withdrew  his  forces  without  moleitation  from  the  fuburbs, 
though  there  were  three  confiderable  armies  of  the  enemv 
in  the  neighbourhood,  befides  that  which  was  within  the 
walls. 

Thus  ended,  without  the  fuccefs  fo  mafterly  a  proceed- 
ing deferved,  the  King  of  Pruflia's  famous  ilratagem.  But 
the  want  of  fuccefs  can  detract  nothing  from  the  merit  of 
the  meafure.  By  drawing  Marfhal  Daun  from  Saxonv  to 
Silefia  he  gained  the  ufe  of  eight  days,  free  of  obft ruction 
from  the  enemy's  grand  army  ;  eight  days  at  a  time  when 
hours  and  even  moments  were  critical.  In  this  time  he 
had  certainly  a  chance  at  leaft  of  reducing  Drefden  ;  and  by 
the  poffeffion  of  that  place  he  would  have  found  himfelf  in- 
finitely better  able  to  carry  his  arms  to  the  defence  of  every 
part  of  his  territories  for  the  prefent,  and  for  the  future 
would  have  that  great  place  of  retreat  in  cafe  of  any  misfor- 
tune. If  he  failed  in  this  attempt  his  affairs  were  precifelv 
in  their  former  condition  ;  and  he  could  not  fuller  in  repu- 
tation by  having  made  it. 

As  the  King  of  Pruffia  could  not  be  blamed  for  the  fpeedy 
return  of  Marfhal  Daun,  and  the  confequences  of  that  re- 
turn ;  fo  neither  in  effect  could  the  Marfhal  fuffer  any  juft 
imputation  in  having  been  deceived  by  the  king's  march. 
He  knew  that  there  were  very  plaufible  motives  to  call,  and 
even  to  prefs  him  to  move  that  way.  He  knew  that  if  the 
king  mould  get  into  Silefia  without  any  oppefition  from 
him,  Laudohn  might  not  only  be  deprived  of  all  the  advan- 
tages he  could  hope  for  from  his  late  victory,  but  by  being 
attacked  by  the  united  armies  of  the  king  and  his  brother, 
would  run  the  rifque  of  a  defeat  that  might  fully  revenge 
that  of  Landfhut. 

Whatever  the  merit  of  either  of  the  commanders  might 
be  on  this  occailon,  it  is  certain  that  Laudohn  met  no  con- 
fiderable obstruction. 

^nt  Laudohn  who  faw  all  things  prepared  For  an  obfii- 
nate  defence,  did  not  wholly  truft  to  his  military  manoeu- 
vres. He  fent  a  letter  to  the  governor  Count  Tavenzien, 
to  intimidate  him  by  the  difplay  of  his  ftrength.     He  fe't 

forth, 
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forth,  that  his  forces  confifted  of  50  battalions  and  80  fqua- 
drons  ;  that  the  Ruffian  army  of  75,000  men  were  within 
three  days  march  ;  that  it  was  in  vain  for  the  governor  to 
expect  fuccour  from  the  King  of  Pruffia,  who  was  then 
at  the  other  fide  of  the  Elbe,  that  it  was  ftill  more  vain 
to  look  for  relief  from  Prince  Henry,  who  could  fcarce 
hope  to  (land  his  own  ground  againft  the  grand  army  of 
the  Ruffians  ;  that  in  cafe  of  cbftinacy  he  could  expect  no 
reafonable  terms :  and  that  thefe  were  the  laft  that  mould 
be  offered.  Moreover  he  reminded  him  that  the  place 
was  a  mercantile  town,  not  a  fortrefs  ;  and  that  he  could 
not  defend  it  without  contravening  the  laws  of  war. 

Thefe  rules,  by  which  honour  is  reduced  to  aft,  not 
by  its  own  feelings,  but  according  to  intrinfical  circum- 
ftances ;  rules  by  which  they  have  attempted  to  determine 
exactly  and  mechanically  that  niceft  of  all  lines  which  dif- 
cnminates  courage  from  rafhnefs,  form  one  of  the  ftrongeft 
inftances  of  the  great  difference  between  the  antient  and 
modern  methods  and  ideas  of  war.  In  the  antient  times, 
a  brave  commander  would  have  anfwered  this  threatning 
mefiage  in  general  terms  of  defiance.  But  Count  Taven- 
zien  refpected  thefe  imaginary  laws.  He  took  care  to 
prove  that  in  defending  the  town,  he  did  not  infringe 
them  ;  and  fpoke  as  Laudchn  had  done  in  the  character 
of  a  military  jurifconfult,  as  well  as  a  foldier  ;  he  gave 
for  reply,  That  the  town  of  Breflaw  being  furrounded 
with  works  and  wet  ditches,  was  to  be  confidered  as  a 
place  of  ftrength,  and  not  (imply  as  a  mercantile  town. 
That  the  Auflrians  themfelves  defended  it  as  fuch  in  1757, 
after  the  battle  of  Lifia.  That  the  king  had  command- 
ed him  to  defend  it  to  the  laft  extremity,  that  therefore 
General  Laudohn  might  fee  it  was  not  from  humour  he 
had  refufed  to  liften  to  his  fummons.  That  he  was. 
not  frighted  with  the  General's  threats  to  deftroy  the  town  ; 
for  he  was  not  entrufted  with  the  care  of  the  houfes,  but 
the  fortifications. 

Laudohn  had  alfo  fent  in  a  memorial  in  the  fame  menac- 
ing Mile,  where  he  thought  it  might  have  a  greater  effect, 
to  the  civil  magiftrates,  hoping  that  the  ruin  with  which 
the  town  was  threatened,  might  induce  them  to  join  with 
the  inhabitants,  to  perfuade  the  governor  to  a  fpeedy 
furrender. 

All  thefe  menacing  meafures  feemed  to  argue  a  fear  in 

Baron 
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Baron  Laudohn,  that  the  Ruffians  were  not  lb  near  as  he 
pretended,  and  that  the  town  might  poflibly  be  relieved  be- 
fore their  arrival.  However  he  fhewed  them,  at  nine  of  the 
very  evening  of  the  meffage,  that  his  threats  were  not  vain, 
bv  a  terrible  difcharge  of  mortars  and  red  hot  balls  that 
fell  in  an  uninterrupted  fhower  upon  the  city  until  midnight. 
During  this  fierce  bombardment,  that  made  a  dreadful 
havock  in  the  town,  he  attempted  the  out-works  by  aflault. 
His  Croats  attacked  the  covered-way  in  many  places  at  once, 
with  the  ufual  impetuofity  of  thofe  brave  irregulars  ;  but 
they  were  received  and  repulfed  with  a  refolution  equal  to 
their  own,  and  with  more  fteadinefs. 

The  operation  of  this  dreadful  night  having  made  no  im- 
preiTion  on  the  inflexible  determination  of  the  governor, 
Baron  Laudohn  had  once  more  recourfe  to  negotiation.  He 
now  changed  his  ftile,  and  held  out  the  mod:  flattering  pro- 
pofitions;  offering  to  grant  him  what  capitulations  he  mould 
think  proper  to  alk,  and  even  to  leave  himfelf  to  draw  up 
the  articles.  The  governor  replied  that  the  firing  the  town 
had  made  no  change  in  his  refolution  ;  that  he  would  wait 
with  firmnefs  for  the  enemy  upon  the  ramparts ;  but  that 
he  could  not  help  obierving,  it  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
arms  to  begin  the  fiege  of  a  fortrefs,  by  ruining  its  inha- 
bitants. The  mefienger  made  anfwer,  that  the  trenches 
would  be  foon  opened.  The  governor  faid,  it  was  what 
he  had  long  expected. 

The  Auftrians,  foiled  in  their  hopes  from  treaty,  conti- 
nued to  batter  the  town,  and  made  feveral  attacks  upon 
the  out-works  for  three  days  fuccefhvely.  They  found  every 
poft  bravely  defended  ;  the  Ruffian  army  did  not  appear, 
but  they  now  began  to  perceive  the  approach  of  another 
army  lefs  agreeable  ;  that  of  Prince  Henry  ;  which  having 
marched  with  the  utmoft  diligence  from  Great  Glogau,  now 
came  fail  upon  him  ;  and  on  the  5th  of  Auguit,  reached 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  town. 

Laudohn  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  put  the  advantage 
he  had  gained,  and  thofe  which  he  had  yet  to  expect  from 
the  management  of  time,  to  the  ifTue  of  a  battle  ;  he  there- 
fore decamped  and  made  his  retreat  in  good  order,  but  with 
fufncient  quicknefs  ;  having  procured  from  this  enterprife 
only  the  wretched  fatisiaction  of  reducing  a  great  part  of 
the  city  to  a  heap  of  rubbim,  and  of  having  revenged  upon 
Brellaw  fome  part  of  the  fufferings  ot  Drefden. 

C  H  A  P 
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CHAP.     V. 

Caufe  of  the  fownefs  of  the  Allies  and  French.  Advantages 
en  thefde  of  the  French.  Difference  between  Broglio  and 
St,  Germain.  Marburg  and  Dillenburg  taken  by  the 
French.  Battle  of  Corbach.  Hereditary  Prince  wounded. 
Surprize  and  defeat  of  Monfteur  Glaubitz  at  Ermfdorf 
The  Allies  change  their  camp.     Action  at  Warbourg. 

TH  E  French  and  allied  armies  had  been  reinforced  in 
the  manner  we  have  already  mentioned.  But  the 
vigour  of  their  operations  did  not  altogether  correfpond  with 
what  might  have  been  expected  from  their  ftrength  and 
mutual  animofity.  The  campaign,  at  leaf!  in  any  effective 
manner,  opened  late.  A  country  which  had  been  fo  long 
the  theatre  of  fo  ruinous  a  war,  had  been  too  much  wafted 
to  make  the  fubfiftence,  and  confequently  the  free  motion 
of  the  armies  eafy.  The  winter  had  been  fevere  and  long  y 
and  it  was  not  until  the  green  forage  appeared  plentifully 
.ibove  ground,  that  thofe  great  bodies  of  cavalry,  which 
make  fo  large  a  part  in  our  modern  armies,  were  in  a 
condition  to  act.  The  fufferings  of  the  Englifh  horfe, 
from  a  want  of  dry  forage,  during  a  great  part  of  the 
winter  and  the  fpring  had  been  extreme  ;  this  obliged  them 
to  fall  much  further  back  from  the  French  cantonments ;  and 
to  moleft  them  lefs  than  they  otherwife  would  have  done.  It 
was  befides  a  lofs,  that  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  they 
had  fo  extenfive  a  traQ;  between  them  and  Hanover;  which 
by  an  artful  choice  of  polls  might  have  been  yielded  ftep 
by  ftep,  and  the  campaign  fo  managed  and  fpun  out,  that 
the  feafon  of  aclion  muft  have  expired,  before  the  French 
could  have  reaped  any  decifive  advantage  from  their  fu- 
periority. 

Although  the  French  were  during  the  winter  fupplied 
far  better  than  the  allies  with  all  neceflaries  by  the  com- 
mand of  the  Maine,  the  Mofelle  and  the  Rhine  ;  and  that 
the  countries  at  their  back  had  been  much  lefs  confumed 
by  the  war ;  yet  the  fame  difficulties  embarraffed  them  as 
foon  as  they  thought  of  taking  the  field,  and  quitting  their 
advantageous  cantonments.  Therefore  there  was  a  flow- 
nefs  in  the  principal  armies  upon  both  parts,  until  the  mid- 
dle of  fummer. 

Not 
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Not  however,  but  that  fomething  was  attempted  in  this 
interval,  by  lefTer  parties.  On  the  fide  of  the  Rhine,  fome 
actions  happened  between  the  army  of  St.  Germain,  and 
the  corps  of  General  Sporken,  who  was  pofled  at  Dulmen, 
to  obferve  the  French  in  that  quarter.  Dulmen  formed 
the  right  flank  of  the  chain  of  cantonments  made  by  the 
allied  army,  which  extended  its  left  to  the  fouth-eaff  fron- 
tiers of  the  country  of  Heffe,  above  an  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  diflant.  The  Hereditary  Prince  who  was  on  that 
wing,  exerted,  as  much  as  circumflances  would  permit,  his 
ufual  activity  and  enterprize.  He  threw  hirnfelf  into  the 
diflricf.  of  Fulda  ;  he  laid  it  under  an  heavy  contribution, 
and  broke  up  feveral  French  corps  that  were  pofled  there. 

Thefe  actions  decided  nothing.  The  French  army  fu- 
perior  in  numbers,  and  in  fituation,  advanced  ;  and  the 
allies,  who  feemed  to  have  chofen  the  defenfive,  gradually 
retired.  In  effect,  if  the  French  had  purfued  their  original 
plan,  it  would  have  proved  almoft  impofiible  for  the  allied 
army  to  maintain  its  ground.  If  St.  Germain,  pofiefled  of 
Cleves,  Wefel,  and  Duffeldorp,  had  advanced  on  the  fide 
of  Munfter  ;  and  M.  Broglio  moving  forward  through  the 
country  of  Heffe,  had  made  a  ftrong  detachment  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  Wefer,  whilft  with  his  main  body  he  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  Prince  Ferdinand,  the  allies  would 
fhortly  have  found  themfelves  enclofed  upon  three  fides  ; 
and  nothing  could  have  extricated  them  but  a  capital  vic- 
tory obtained  under  every  difadvantage. 

The  French  army  was  fufficiently  numerous  for  thefe 
operations.     But  it  was  fufpected  that  the  jealoufy  which 
fubfifled  between  M.    de  St.    Germain   and   the  Duke  of 
Broglio  prevented  their  being  carried  into  execution.  This 
mifunderflanding    daily   increafed.       Infomuch,    that    M. 
Broglio  thought  fit  to  order  the  corps  of  St.  Germain  to 
unite  itfelf  with  the  grand  army.      The  count,  who  could 
not  brook  obedience  to  a  younger  officer,  and  one  befides 
with  whom  he  was  not  on  the  beft  terms,  re- 
tired from  the  fervice.     He  had  only  ferved  be-    July  23. 
fore  upon  condition  of  commanding  an  army  en- 
tirely diflinct,  and  under  his  own  particular  orders.     This 
difference  deprived  France  of  one  of  its  moft  able  generals, 
and  difconcerted  one   of  its    moft.   promifed   fchemes    of 
operation. 

Before  this  mifunderftanding  had  produced  thefe  effects, 
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the  affairs  of  the  French  went  on  with  all  imaginable 
profperity.  The  principal  army  not  retarding  itfelf,  by 
confederation  of  the  places  of  flrength  which  the  allies 
poflfefled  in  their  front,  the  caflles  of  Marburg  and  Dillen- 
bourg,  pufhed  forward  into  the  landgraviate  of  Hefle, 
leaving  detachments  to  reduce  thofe  fortreffes.  The  firfl 
of  which  furrendered  on  the  30th  of  June,  the  latter  held 
out  to  the  1 6th  of  July  ;  but  the  garrifons  of  both  furrender- 
ed prifoners  of  war. 

In  the  mean  time  whilft  M.  Broglio  advanced 
July  10.  on  the  fide  of  Hefle;  the  corps  of  St.  Germain 
had  penetrated  through  the  dutchy  of  Weftphalia, 
and  the  two  armies  joined  near  a  place  called  Corbach. 
The  allied  army  had  fallen  back  from  the  port  they  occu- 
pied at  Fritzlar,  and  were  retreating  towards  the  river 
Dymel.  As  yet  they  had  received  no  advice  of  the  dreaded 
junction  of  the  French  armies ;  but  as  it  was  imagined  that 
the  corps  of  St.  Germain  only  moved  that  way,  and  the 
vanguard  only  of  that  corps  could  be  arrived  at  Corbach, 
which  could  not  be  eflimated  at  more  than  10,000  foot, 
and  1 7  fquadrons  at  the  utmofl,  the  Hereditary  Prince 
formed  a  fcheme  of  attacking  and  driving  them  from  that 
port. 

When  he  had  begun  the  attack,  contrary  to  his  expec- 
tation he  found  the  enemy  already  formed ;  but  it  was  now 
impoflible  to  recede.  The  action  grew  every  moment 
more  furious  and  bloody.  The  French  flood  their  ground 
with  firmnefs,  and  the  main  army  being  extremely  near? 
inflead  of  being  wailed  in  the  action,  they  grew  more  nu- 
merous by  the  reinforcements  that  were  continually  fent. 

In  this  fituation  it  was  neceffary  that  the  Prince  mould 
make  as  fpeedy  a  retreat  as  poiTible  ;  but  the  difficulty  of 
drawing  out  of  the  field  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  before  an 
enemy  quite  frelh,  and  every  inflant  reinforced,  may  be 
eafily  imagined.  To  compleat  this  difficulty,  fome  bodies 
of  the  German  troops  both  horfe  and  foot  fell  into  great 
confufion.  The  enemy  faw  it  at  the  firfl  glance,  and  to 
increafe  it  to  the  utmofl  diforder,  pufhed  forward  upon 
them  with  a  numerous  artillery  and  a  large  body  of  cavalry. 
The  allied  army  feemed  to  be  in  the  way  of  inevitable  ruin. 

In  this  exigence  the  Hereditary  Prince,  as  his  lafl  re- 
fource,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  fquadron   of  Bland's 
and  Howard's  regiments  of  dragoons.     By  thefe  the  un- 
common 
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common  heroifm  of  their  young  leader  was  perfectly  feT 
conded.  They  charged  the  enemy  with  the  utmofr.  fury, 
flopped  the  career  of  their  victorious  horfe  ;  and  enabled 
the  allied  battalions  to  make  an  undiflurbed  retreat. 

The  Hereditary  Prince  was  wounded  in  this  action  ; 
about  900  mea  were  killed,  wounded,  or  prifoners,  fifteen 
pieces  of  cannon,  the  whole  of  the  artillery,  was  left  to  the 
enemy,  but  ftill  in  their  circumftances  to  have  avoided  a 
total  defeat,  was  in  fome  fort  victory.  The  well-  timed 
impetuofity  of  the  Hereditary  Prince,  and  the  fpirit  of  the 
Englifh  horfe,  could  not  be  too  highly  praifed.  The  Prince 
retired  to  the  main  army  of  the  allies,  who  had  now  poflef- 
fed  themfelves  of  the  ftrong  poft  of  Saxenhaufen  :  whilft 
the  French  continued  oppofite  to  them  in  the  no  lefs  flrong 
poft  of  Corbach,  which  they  had  acquired  by  their  victory ; 
and  here  for  fome  time  they  watched  each  other. 

The  Hereditary  Prince  fuffered  more  by  this  check  than 
from  the  wounds  he  had  received.  His  mind,  forgetful  of 
his  pain  and  weaknefs,  only  brooding  over  his  defeat,  feek- 
ing  out  with  anxiety  an  opportunity  of  revenging  his  lofs 
by  fome  bold,  fignal,  and  unexpected  ftroke  againft  the 
enemy.  It  was  not  long  before  an  opportunity  presented 
itfelf. 

Advice  had  been  received,  that  among  the  detachments 
which  the  French  employed  to  reduce  thofe  fortreffes 
which  the  allies  had  garrifoned  on  their  retreat,  there  was 
one  very  confiderable,  formed  of  French  and  Saxon,  under 
Monf.  Glaubitz,  moving  towards  Ziegenhagen,  a  place  of 
importance  in  the  landgraviate  of  Hefle.  The  Hereditary 
Prince  undertook  to  relieve  it,  and  for  that  pur- 
pofe  felected  fix  battalions  of  the  German  troops,  14  July, 
two  ^brigades  of  hunters,  a  regiment  of  hiiffars, 
and  Elliot's  light  dragoons.  Although  this  laft  corps  was 
but  juft  arrived,  had  been  newly  raifed,  and  had  never  (ecn 
any  kipd  of  fervice,  the  Prince  was  fo  well  pleafed  with 
their  countenance,  that  he  chofe  them  preferably  to  all 
others  for  this  difficult  enterprize,  and  the  event  proved  that 
he  was  not  miftaken. 

Monf.  Glaubitz  remained  in  the  moft  perfect  fecurity  ; 

he  wras  under  no  fort  of  appreheniion  of  being  rnolefted 

by  a  detachment  of  an  army  at  fixty  miles  diftance,  under 

■  he  eye,  and  as  it  were,  guard  of  a  fuperior  body  which 

N  n   Z  demanded 
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demanded  all  its  attention ;  when  on  a  fudden  he 
July  16.  found  himfelf  attacked  with  the  utmoft  violence. 
The  Hereditary  Prince  having  reconnoitred  his 
pofition,  made  a  detour  of  two  leagues  through  woods  and 
mountains,  fell  upon  his  left,  whilft  the  reft  of  his  troops 
climbed  the  mountains  on  the  oppofite  fide,  and  rufhed 
with  the  fame  fpirit  upon  the  right. 

Glaubitz  had  fcarce  time  to  form  his  troops  ;  and  they 
were  only  formed  to  be  immediately  broken.  They  retired 
with  precipitation,  leaving  their  carnp  and  all  it  contained 
to  the  enemy.  The  Prince  had  fo  difpofed  his  cavalry  as 
to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  fome  ;  but  the  moft  considerable 
part  gained  ground  upon  him.  On  this  occafion  he  relied 
entirely  on  Elliot's  horfe,  as  it  was  altogether  impoiTible 
for  the  infantry,  already  harafled  by  the  action,  and  a  moft 
fatiguing  forced  march  of  two  days,  to  follow  them.  At 
the  head  of  this  horfe  he  overtook  the  fugitives  as  they 
came  out  of  a  wood,  charged  and  broke  them  five  different 
times,  feparated  a  body  of  500  from  the  reft,  furrounded 
them,  and  obliged  them  to  throw  down  their  arms.  Hav- 
ing routed  this,  with  the  like  rapidity,  he  flew  to  another 
body  who  had  taken  poft  near  a  wood,  furrounded  them  in 
the  fame  manner  ;  fummoned  and  received  them  all  priso- 
ners of  war.  A  regiment  of  the  enemy's  huflars  was  en- 
tirely cut  to  pieces.  Nothing  was  wanting  to  compleat  his 
victory.  Elliot's  light  horfe,  proud  to  be  led  on  by  the 
Prince  himfelf,  and  worthy  of  that  honour,  had  the  greateft 
fhare  of  the  glory  and  fufferings  of  that  day.  So  young  a 
corps  had  never  fo  eminently  diftinguiihed  itfelf.  No  more 
than  79  of  the  allies  were  killed  in  this  action,  but  of  thefe 
71  were  of  this  Ungle  regiment. 

The  numbers  of  the  enemy  killed  is  not  known,  but  for  a 
time  the  Slaughter  was  terrible.  General  Glaubitz  himfelf 
was  made  prifoner,  together  with  the  Prince  of  Anhalt. 
There  were  befides  177  officers,  and  2482 -private  men. 
A  greater  number  of  prifoners  could  fcarcely  be  expected 
from  a  victory  in  a  general  engagement  The  trophies 
were  nine  pair  of  colours  and  fix  pieces  of  cannon  In  all 
the  Petite  Guerre  of  this  campaign,  (and  the  campaign  be- 
tween the  French  and  the  allies  was  ahnoft  wholly  made-up 
of  fuch,)  this  was  by  far  the  moft  brilliant  action  \  and  alone 
might  have  eftablifhed  the  reputation  of  the  Hereditary 
Prince,  if  any  thing  had  been  wanting  to  eftablifh  him  the 

firft 
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firft  man  of  his  age,  in  that  fpecies  of  war.  He  returned 
to  the  camp  of  Saxenhaufen,  without  moieftation,  having 
fully  revenged  the  affair  of  Corbach. 

Prince  Ferdinand  did  not  remain  long  after  this  aclion 
in  his  camp  at  Saxenhaufen.  By  (o  advanced  a  pohtion,  the 
landgraviate,  and  even  Hanover,  lay  too  open  to  the  enemies 
incurfions.  He  therefore  took  his  camp  at  a  place  called 
Kalle,  in  a  fituation  nearer  to  Caflel.  On  this  M.  Broglio 
formed  a  plan,  which  the  greatnefs  of  his  army  in  fome 
fort  enabled  him  to  execute.  The  Chevalier  de  Muy,  who 
commanded  in  the  room  of  the  Count  St.  Germain,  was 
ordered  to  crofs  the  Dymel  at  Statbergen,  with  his  referve, 
confifling  of  35,000  men,  in  order  to  cut  off  the  allies  from 
their  communication  with  Weftphalia.  Whilfl:  the  reft  of 
the  French,  dividing  themfelves  into  two  bodies,  moved, 
the  main  army  under  M.  Broglio  towards  Duke  Ferdinand's 
camp  at  Kalle,  the  referve  under  Prince  Xavier  of  Saxony 
towards  Caflel. 

Thefe  important  movements  obliged  Prince  Ferdinand  to 
fet  himfelf  alfo  in  motion  ;  and  as  he  was  hot  in  a  condition 
to  make  detachments  of  fufficient  ftrength,  he  eroded  the 
Dymel  with  his  grand  army,  in  order  to  light  the  Chevalier 
de  Muy. 

His  Serene  Hin;hnefs  formed  his  main  body  on  T  , 

"2  I     1  U  i  V 

the  heights  of  Corbach,  and  moved  towards  the  ■*  J  •  J ' 
enemy,  who  were  advantageouily  ported  near  Warbourg ; 
in  the  mean  time  the  Hereditary  Prince  with  two  columns 
wheeled  round  the  enemies  left,  and  began  a  vigorous  at- 
tack at  once  upon  that  flank,  and  upon  their  rear.  The 
French  commander  poured  reinforcements  on  that  quarter. 
An  hot  engagement  was  there  maintained  with  equal  obfti- 
nacy  for  near  four  hours.  Whilfl  this  combat  continued 
with  uncertain  fortune  on  the  left,  Prince  Ferdinand  caufed 
feme  bodies  to  file  off  towards  the  French  bridges  on  the 
Dymel  to  their  right,  by  which  lie  propofed  to  attack  alio 
on  that  fide,  and  intercept  them  on  their  retreat ;  at  the 
fame  time  the  main  of  his  army  advanced  with  the  utmoit 
expedition  to  charge  the  enemy  in  front. 

The  French  now  faw  themfelves  in  the  moil  imminent 
danger  of  being  furrounded.  Already  their  left,  attacked 
in  flank  and  rear  by  the  Hereditary  Prince,  began  to  give 
way:  his  fire  became  every  moment  fuperior  ;  and  the  ear- 
lieit  retreat  was  the  fafefl. 

As 
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As  foon  as  Prince  Ferdinand  perceived  the  enemy  to  re- 
tire, he  faw  it  abfolutely  in  vain  to  think  of  bringing  his  in- 
fantry upon  their  front.  The  Englifh  cavalry  alfo,  upon 
which  he  chiefly  confided,  was  too  diftant  to  give  almoft 
anv  hope  that  they  could  be  made  to  act.  But  the  Englifh. 
cavalry  out-did  his  expectations,  and  indeed  all  former  ex- 
amples. They  confidered  themfclves  as  defrauded  of  their 
fhare  of  the  glory  of  Minden  :  and  they  panted  for  an  oc-= 
cafion  of  fignalizlng  their  courage;  and  their  commanders, 
Lord  Granby  and  Moftyn,  forwarded  their  ardour,  know- 
ing that  great  a&ions  are  commonly  tranfgreffions  of  ordi- 
nary rules. 

They  came  up  five  miles  on  a  full  trot,  (the  Germans 
called  it  a  gallop)  without  being  blown,  without  the  leaft 
confufion  or  dilbrder,  and  attacked  the  enemies  cavaliy  and 
infantry  feveral  times.  The  greateft  part  of  the  enemies 
horfe  fell  back  and  did  not  ftand  the  charge.  The  Englifh 
artillery  were  brought  up  with  the  fame  furprizing  quick- 
nefs,  and  employed  with  the  fame  powerful  effecl:.  Captain 
Phillips  had  done  more  with  artillery  than  had  been  thought 
poflible  at  Minden  ;  and  he  exceeded  it  at  Warbourg. 
The  Englifh  foot  vied  with  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  and 
made  fuch  earned:  efforts  to  come  to  action,  that  in  ftrain-r 
ing  their  paflage  through  morally  ground  and  in  burning 
weather,  feveral  foldiers  dropped  down  on  their  march. 
But  they  were  too  late  to  engage,  and  probably  in  their 
wafted  condition  it  was  well  that  it  fo  happened. 

The  French  made  a  precipitate  retreat  towards  Statberg  ; 
feveral  were  drowned  in  palling  the  Dymel ;  1500  were  left 
on  the  field  of  battle  ;  as  many  were  made  prifoners.  Ten 
pieces  of  cannon  were  taken  ;  but  they  confoled  themfelves 
in  having  loft  no  colours.  The  lofs  of  the  allied  army  in 
general  has  not  been,  that  I  can  find,  publifhed.  That  of 
the  Englifh  in  killed,  wounded,  and  mifting,  was  590,  but 
then  the  battle  lay  chiefly  on  them,  and  die  killed  included 
in  that  number  were  but  about  136(a). 

(a)    Prince   Ferdinand  of    BrunfwicK%  Letter  to  His  Majcdy, 
particulariftng  the  Battle  of  Warbourg. 

SIR,  Warbourg,  Aug.  ?. 

Have  the  honour  of  acquainting  your  Majefty  with  the  defeat 
of  the  referve  under  the  Chevalier  de  Muy  -,  who  having  palled 

the 
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So  brilliant  a  fuccefs  following  clofe  on  the  heels  of  the 
former,  raifed  the  reputation  of  the  allied  arms.  As  con- 
iiderable  an  advantage  might  have  well  been  expected  from 

it : 


the  Dymel  at  Stadbetgen,  extended  his  corps  down  the  banks  of 
that  river,  in  order   to  cut  me  off  from  Weft ph alia,  whilft  M.  de 
Broglio  was  advancing  with  his  main  army  towards  my  camp  at 
Ka/Ie,   and  Prince  Xavier  with  his  referve,  on  our  left  towards 
Caff  el.     Hereupon  I  determined  to  leave  General  Kielmanfegge 
with  a  body  of  troops  at  Caffel  for  the  protection  of  that  city,  and 
to  march  myielf  with  the  army  the  night  of  the  30th,  in  order  to 
pafs  the  Dymel  between  Liebenau  and  DringelLurg  ;  which  was 
happily  executed.      The  Hereditary   Prince   who  had  paffed  the 
Dymel  on  the  29th,  to  go  and  reinforce  General  Sporcke  (who  was 
pofted  fmce  the  28th  between  Liebenau  and  Corbeke)  reconnoitred 
the  pofition  of  the  Chevalier  de  May,  who  from  the  30th  in  the 
morning  was  in  poffeflion  of  a  very  advantageous  camp  between 
IVarbourg  and  Ochfendorff.      It  was  agreed,   that  the  Prince  and 
M.  Sporcke  fhould  turn  the  enemy's  left,  whilft  I  advanced  with  the 
army  upon  their  front ;  which  was  done  with  all  poiTible  fuccefs; 
the  enemy  being  attacked  almoft  in  the  fame  inftant  by  M.  Sporcke 
and  the  Hereditary  Prince  in  flank  and  in  rear.     As  the  infantry 
of  the  army  could  not  march  fait  enough,  to  charge  at  the  fame 
time,  I  ordered  my  Lord  Granby  to  advance  with  the  cavalrv  of 
the  right.     The  Englijh  artillery  got  up  on  a  gallop,  and  feconded 
the  attack  in  a  furprizing  manner.     Ail  the  troops  have  done  well, 
and  particularly  the  Englijh.     The  French  cavalry,   though  very 
numerous,  retreated,  as  foon  as  ours  advanced  to  charge  them, 
excepting  only  three  fquadrons*,   that  kept  their  ground,   bui 
were  foon  broke.     A  part  of  the  Englijh  cavalry  then  fell  upon 
the  enemy's  infantry,  which  Inhered  extremely  ;  and  particuiariv 
the  regiment  of  Lockmann  Sivijs.     I  ordered  an  attack  to  be  made 
on  the  town  of  IVarbourg   by  the  Legion  Britannique  ;  and  the 
enemy  finding  themfelves  thus  attacked  upon  their  two  flanks,  in 
front  and  rear,  retired  writh  the  utmoit  precipitation,   and   with 
the  lofs  of  many  men,   as  well  from  the  rire  of  our  artillery,  a; 

from 

*  [  A  fquadron  of  French  horfe  when  complete,  U  160  men, 

of  dragoons  180. This  ferves  to  confirm  what  Colonel  Sloper 

faid  on  Lord  G.  S's  trial,  That  had  the  front  of  the  cavalry  moved 
fall  enough  to  have  obliged  the  regiment  he  commanded  to  have 
galloped,  it  was  his  opinion  it  would  have  come  up  fit  for  bufinefs, 
and  would  have  beat  any  three  French  Ajuadrona  it  could  hav.c 
met  with  1 
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it;  but  according  to  the  ufual  play  of  fortune  in  this  war, 
the  firfi!  account  that  followed  the  defeat  of  fo  large  a  part 
of  the  French  army,  was,  that  with  a  rapid  and  unrefiited 

tide 


from  the  attacks  of  the  cavalry.  Many  were  drowned  in  the 
Dymel  in  attempting  to  ford  it.  The  enemy's  lofs  in  men  is  very 
confiderable  :  I  cannot  exactly  afceitain  it,  but  it  is  fuppofed,  that 
they  have  left  fifteen  hundred  men  upon  the  field  of  battle  ;  and 
the  amount  of  the  pri loners  we  have  made,  probably  exceeds  that 
number.  We  have  taken  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  with  fome  colours. 
The  lofs  on  our  fide  is  very  moderate,  and  falls  chiefly  upon  the 
brave  battalion  of  Maxwell's  Englijh  Grenadiers,  which  did  won- 
ders. Colonel  Beckvvith,  who  commanded  the  brigade,  formed 
of  Englijh  Grenadiers  and  Scotch  Highlanders ,  diftinguifhtd  him- 
felf  greatly,  and  has  been  wounded  in  the  he-d. 

My  Lord  Granby,  with  the  Englijh  cavalry,  has  contributed 
extremely  to  the  luccefs  of  the  day.  I  charge  Capt.  Faucitt,  his 
Lordfhip's  Aid-de-Camp,  with  this  letter,  to  be  delivered  to  your 
Majefty,  and  to  give  your  Majefty  a  more* particular  account  of 
the  action  from  his  own  mouth,  till  I  can  have  the  honour  of  lay- 
ing at  your  Majefty' s  feet  a  more  extenfive  and  circumflantial  re- 
lation. 

J  a?n,  ivith  the  mofl  profound  refpecl, 

Sir,  Tour  Ma] e fly 's  mofl  obedient  coufin  andfervant, 

Ferdinand  Due  de  JBnunflivic  Cff  de  Lunebourg.. 

The  Marquis  of  Granby  s  Letter  to  the  Earl  of '  Holder nejfe. 

IT  is  with  the  greateft  fatisfaclion,  that  I  have  the  honour  of 
acquainting  your  Lordfhip  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  Hereditary 
Prince  yefterday  morning. 

General  Sporckerfs  corps  marched  from  the  camp  at  Kalle  Lie- 
be  nau,  about  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  ;  the  Hereditary 
Prince  followed,  the  fame  evening,  with  a  body  of  troops,  among 
which  were  two  Engliflj  battalions  of  Grenadiers,  the  two  of 
Highlanders,  and  four  fquadrons  of  Dragoons,  Cope's  and 
Contvay's. 

The  army  was  under  arms  all  the  day  on  the  30th  ;  and, 
about  eleven  at  night,  marched  off  in  fix  columns  to  Liebenau. 
About  five  the  next  morning,  the  whole  army  aficmbled,  and 
formed  on  the  heights  of  Corbeke.  The  Hereditary  Prince  was, 
at  this  time,  marching  in  two  columns,  in  order  to  turn  the 
enemy's  left  flank  ;  which  he  did,  by  marching  to  Donbelburg, 
leaving  Klcin-Eder  on  his  left,  and  forming  in  two  lines,  with  bis 

left 
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tide  of  fuccefs,  they  had  reduced  CafTel,  Eimbach,  and 
Ziegenhayn  ;  by  which  they  became  mailers  of  the  whole 
landgraviate  of  Hefle  ;  that  they  had  pufhed  into  the  king's 

territories, 


left  towards  Dojfel,  and  his  right  near  Grimbeck,  oppofite  to  the 
left  flank  of  the  enemy,  whole  pofition  was,  with  the  left  to  the 
high  hill  near  Ojjendorjf,  and  their  right  to  IVarbourg,  into  which 
place  they  had  flung  Fifcher's  corps.  The  Hereditary  Prince  im- 
mediately attacked  the  enemy's  flank  ;  and,  after  a  very  (harp  dif- 
pute,  obliged  them  to  give  way ;  and,  by  a  continual  fire,  kept 
forcing  them  to  fall  back  upon  Warbourg.  The  army  was,  at 
this  time,  marching  with  the  greateft  diligence  to  attack  the 
enemy  in  front ;  but  the  infantry  could  not  get  up  in  time  ;  Ge- 
neral Waldegra^je,  at  the  head  of  the  Briti/b,  preffed  their  march 
as  much  as  poflible  -,  no  troops  could  mew  more  eagernefs  to  get 
up,  than  they  (hewed.  Many  of  the  men,  from  the  heat  of  the 
weather,  and  over-ftraining  themfelves  to  get  on,  through  morally 
and  very  difficult  ground,  dropped  down  on  their  march. 

General  Mojlyn,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Britijh  cavalry 
that  was  formed  on  the  right  of  our  infantry,  on  the  other  fide  of 
a  large  wood,  upon  receiving  the  Duke's  orders  to  come  up  with 
the  cavalry  as  fall  as  poflible,  made  fo  much  expedition,  bringing 
them  up  at  a  full  trot,  though  the  diftance  was  near  five  miles, 
that  the  Britijh  cavalry  had  the  happinefs  to  arrive  in  time,  to 
fhare  the  glory  of  the  day,  having  luccefsfully  charged,  feveral 
times  both  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  infantry. 

I  fhould  do  injuftice  to  the  general  officers,  to  every  officer  and 
private  man,  of  the  cavalry,  if  I  did  not  beg  your  lordfhip  would 
afiure  his  majeity,  that  nothing  could  exceed  their  gallant  beha- 
viour on  that  occafion. 

Captain  Phillips  made  fo  much  expedition  with  his  cannon,  as 
to  have  an  opportunity,  by  a  fevere  cannonade,  to  oblige  thofe 
who  had  palled  the  Dymel,  and  were  formed  on  the  other  fide,  to 
retire  with  the  utmoft  precipitation. 

I  received  his  Serene  Higbnefs's  orders  yefterday  in  the  evenino-, 
to  pafs  the  river  after  them,  with  12  Britijh  battalions,  and  10 
fquadrons ;  and  am  now  encamped  upon  the  heights  of  IVilJa, 
about  four  miles  from  Warbourg,  on  the  heights  of  which  their 
grand  army  is  encamped. 

M.  de  Muy  is  now  retiring  from  the  heights  of  Volkmijfen,  where 
he  lay  under  arms  laA  night,  towards  Wolfjhagen.  I  cannot  give 
your  Lordfhip  an  account  of  the  lofs  on  either  fide.  Capt.  Faucitt, 
whom  I  fend  off  with  this,  (hall  get  all  intelligence  he  can  upon 
thii  head  before  he  fets  off. 

/  am,  tfc.      G  R  A  N  B  Y. 
O  o  P.  fv 
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territories,  feized  upon  Gottingen  and  Munden,  and  threa- 
tened Hanover  itfelf.  In  fhort,  alnioft  the  worft  confe- 
quences  which  could  have  arifen  from  a  defeat  followed  a 

victory  ; 


P.  S.  Saturday  morning  fix  o'clock.  I  have  juft  joined  the 
grand  army  with  my  detachment. 

[  Capt.  Faucitt  arrived  at  London  in  the  afternoon  Augujl  8,  and 
according  to  a  Ihort  account  of  this  action  publifhed  in  a  gazette- 
extraordinary  in  the  afternoon  of  the  9th,  M  Muys  corps  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  upwards  of  35,000  men  ;  the  hereditary  Prince's  corps, 
when  joined  to  that  of  Gen.  Sporcke,  confided  of  24  battalions  and 
22  lquadrons.  ] 

Total  lofs  iuftained  in  the  cavalry  in  killed,  wounded  and  mif- 
fing, 164.  Total  lofs  fuftained  in  the  Grenadiers  and  Highlanders 
in  killed,  wounded  and  milling,  41  5.  Bombardiers,  gunners,  and 
matrolTes,  killed,  wounded  and  milling,  1 1.     Total  590. 

His  Serene  Highnefs  Prince  Ferdinands  Orders  after  the  Battle. 

Warhourg  Camp,  Friday ,  Augujl  1,  1760. 

HIS  Serene  Highnefs  again  renews  the  compliments  of  thanks, 
that  he  gave  in  general  terms  yefterday  to  the  generals,  officers, 
regiments,  and  corps,  who  were  then  engaged,  and  who,  by  their 
valour  and  excellent  conduct,  gained  fo  complete  a  victory  over  the 
enemy  ;  and  orders  his  thanks  to  be  publickly  given  to  Lord 
Granhyy  under  whofe  orders  the  Britifj  cavalry  performed  pro- 
digies of  valour,  which  they  could  not  fail  of  doing,  having  his 
Lordlhip  at  their  head,  and  the  other  general  officers  of  the  Britijh 
cavalry,  wrho  by  their  examples  ihewed  the  troops  they  led  to  the 
charge,  how  much  they  acted  with  an  aftonilhing  courage,  and  a 
prefence  of  mind  not  to  be  equalled.  His  Serene  Highnefs  is  much 
obliged  to  them,  and  gives  infinite  thanks  as  well  to  them,  as  to 
all  the  officers  in  general,  and  in  particular  to  the  whole  Britijh 
cavalry,  and  principally  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnfon  of  Conway's 
regimentj  the  family  of  LordGr<?«^y,  in  particular  Capt.  Vaughan, 
are  hereby  defired  to  receive  the  lame  compliment  of  thanks,  as 
they  conftantly  attended  Lord  Granhy  in  the  different  attacks  of 
the  cavalry,  and  executed  his  Lordfhip's  orders  in  the  mod  punc- 
tual manner. 

The  corps  of  brave  Grenadiers,  who  fo  much  contributed  to 
the  glorious  fuccefs  of  the  day,  receive  by  this  the  juft  praife 
due  to  them.  His  Serene  Highnefs  cannot  enough  acknowledge 
how  much  efteem  and  regard  he  has  for  them  :  He  orders  his  bell 
thanks  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Becl;<with,  and  Major  Maxwell,  as 

alfo 


1760.  The  History  of  the  War.  291 

vi&ory  ;  and  whilft  in  England  we  gave  a  loofe  to  our  joy 
on  the  fuccefs  of  our  arms,  the  French  were  taking  the 
mod  important  places  of  our  allies. 

The  fact  was  that  Prince  Ferdinand  mud  have  been  fen- 
fible,  that  in  quitting  his  camp  at  Kalle,  and  taking  poll  to 
the  northward  of  the  Dymel,  he  in  a  great  meal  lire  laid 
open  CafTel  and  the  whole  territory  of  HefTe  to  the  French  ; 
nay,  that  by  this  movement  nothing  was  left  to  hinder  their 
entering  the  Hanoverian  dominions  on  the  right  of  the 
Wefer.     But   notwithftanding   thefe   rifques,  the  flep  he 

O  o  2  took 


alfo  to  the  three  Captains  of  the  Britifh  artillery,  Phillips ,  M'Baine> 
and  Stevens,  who  lb  well  managed  their  artillery.  All  the  re- 
giments under  the  command  of  his  Serene  Higbnefs  the  Hereditary 
Prince,  and  Lieut.  Gen.  Sporcken,  from  the  Generals  down  to  the 
private  men,  are  particularly  thanked  by  his  Serene  Higbnefs, 
for  the  good  conduct  and  courage  with  which  they  fought 
yefterday. 

Major-General  Bredenbeck,  at  the  head  of  Cope's  regiment,  who 
fignalized  himfelf  lb  much,  is  efpecially  thanked,  as  is  Colonel 
Hund,  of  the  Hejjian  artillery,  by  whole  care  his  artillery  was  fo 
well  managed. 

Major  Bulow,  with  the  Britijb  Legion  manoeuvred  the  whole 
day  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  and  who  did  them  infinite  damage, 
his  Serene  Higbnefs  returns  him  many  thanks,  and  allures  him  that 
he  fhall,  on  all  occafions,  retain  a  proper  fenfe  thereof.  In  fine, 
his  Serene  Higbnefs  gives  many  thanks  to  thofe  who  accompanied 
his  perfon,  as  well  as  thofe  of  his  fuite,  particularly  to  the  brave 
Capt.  Winfenrood,  who  is  very  much  wounded  -,  Capt.  Carpenter, 
greatly  contributed  to  the  taking  of  feveral  of  the  enemy's  cannon  ; 
Count Daunaiv,  who  was  inftrumental  in  making  prifoners  a  great 
number  of  Fifcber's  corps;  Capt.  Sloper,  Major  of  brigade  Hor~ 
dinburg;  and  Capt.  Mallortie  ;  who  at  all  times  executed  with 
alacrity  and  exactnefs  the  orders  they  received  from  him. 

His  Serene  Higbnefs  defires  that  on  the  firil  occaiion  the  army 
will  return  thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  the  fuccefs  of  yefterday, 
and  flatters  himfelf  that  by  his  alii  (lance  and  the  bravery  fhewed 
yefterday,  we  fhall  in  the  end  overcome  every  obftacle  that  offers. 

Warboarg  Camp,  Saturday,  AuguH  2,  1760. 
His  Serene  Higbnefs  orders  that  a  particular  compliment  be 
made  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sloper,  for  his  behaviour  and  bravery 
in  the  affair  of  the  31ft  of  July :  he  likewife  defires  his  thanks  to 
be  given  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clinton,  acting  as  aid-de-camp  10 
his  Serene  Higbnefs  the  Hereditary  Prince, 
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took  was  prudent,  and  even  neceffary.  Had  he  fuffered 
the  progreis  of  the  Chevalier  de  Muy,  on  the  Dymel  ;  had 
he  permitted  him  to  ftrengthen  his  ports  upon  that  river, 
his  communication  with  Weftnhalia  had  been  inevitably  cut 
off,  and  of  courfe  his  fphere  of  fubfiftence  greatly  ftreigh- 
tened.  It  would  have  had  a  worfe  effect.  For  he  muft 
have  entirely  loft  the  command  of  the  Wefer,  without 
which  he  could  not  have  ftood  his  ground  a  moment ;  and 
he  would  on  that  lofs  have  found  himfelf  compelled  to  retire 
into  the  heart  of  Hanover,  where  he  muft  neceflarily  be 
ftreightened  in  his  winter  cantonments,  and  where  a  blow 
of  any  ccnfequence  muft  be  decifive  againft  him. 

He  therefore  fought  the  battle  of  V/arbourg  though  he 
loft  all  Hefle  by  his  victory  ;  and  he  would  not  quit  his  pofts 
on  the  Dymel,  thoug'.i  he  faw  Gottingen  and  Munden  in 
the  hands  of  the  French.  He  was  not  to  be  frighted  from 
his  fteady  and  well  chofen  plan,  by  vain  rumours  or  threat- 
ening appearances.  He  was  by  no  means  in  a  condition  to 
make  large  detachments ;  it  was  therefore  neceffary  to  fa- 
crifice  fomething  ;  and  he  made  the  fmalleft  facrifice  that 
circumftances  would  admit.  For  he  forefaw  that  the  French 
army  whilft  he  kept  his  pofition  on  the  Dymel,  could  not 
poffibly  take  up  their  quarters  in  Hanover,  or  even  aft  there 
in  any  confiderable  body,  and  for  anv  confiderable  time, 
without  fubjecting  themfelves  to  the  fame  or  greater  incon- 
veniencies  than  thofe  to  which  he  would  have  been  himfelf 
liable,  had  he  in  defending  Heffe  fuffered  them  to  occupy 
thofe  critical  pofts  on  the  Dymel.  He  knew  farther,  that 
it  would  prove  extremely  dangerous  for  them  to  hazard 
themfelves  beyond  Gottingen  ;  and  that  it  would  be  more 
difficult  for  the  French  army  to  fupport  themfelves  in  that 
advanced  poft,  than  for  him  to  annoy  them  there. 

It  is  poftible  that  reafons  fomewbat  like  the  foregoing, 
together  with  others  probably  far  more  cogent,  might  have 
determined  that  great  commander  to  this  conduct  But 
whilft  hefecured  that  middle  communication  and  acted  upon 
the  defenfive  plan,  the  troops  were  not  idle  ;  his  detach- 
ments acted  in  many  parts  with  fpirit  and  effect.  But  we 
muft  defer  for  a  while  the  narrative  of  thefe  actions,  being 
called  from  this  part  of  the  theatre  to  the  eaftern  parts  of 
Germany,  where  about  this  time  fcenes  of  greater  eclat 
were  opened. 

C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.     VI. 

Laudohn  blocks  up  Schiveidnitz.  Ruffians  enter  Silefia. 
March  of  the  King  of  Prujpa  from  Saxony  to  Lignitz. 
function  of  the  Auftrian  armies  in  Silefia.  The  Ruffians 
pofs  the  Oder.  Plan  of  M.  Daun.  Laudohn  defeated 
near  Lignitz.  Daun  forms  the  blockade  of  Schiveidnitz. 
Compelled  to  raife  it.  Action  between  General  Hulfen  and 
the  army  of  the  Empire.  Intercepted  letter  from  the  King 
of  Pruffia  to  the  Marquis  of  Ar gens. 

FROM  the  time  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  found  himfelf 
compelled  to  raife  the  (lege  of  Drefden,  it  was  evident 
that  he  could  have  no  hopes  of  acting  in  Saxony  to  any 
good  purpofe.  The  bufy  part  of  the  campaign  came  on  fall. 
Though  Prince  Henry  had  obliged  Laudohn  to  retire  from 
Breflaw;  that  general,  able,  and  lately  victorious,  was  Hill 
formidable  ;  he  kept  Neifle  and  Schweidnitz  blocked  up  ; 
ana\  wanted  to  effect  a  junction  with  the  Ruffians,  by  which 
he  propofed  to  give  the  final  blow  to  the  king's  power  in 
Silefia.  The  Ruffians  had  now  actually  arrived  in  the  fron- 
tier parts  of  that  province,  and  wanted  but  a  very  few  days 
eafy  march  to  compleat  that  fatal  and  long  dreaded  junction. 
At  the  fame  time  another  body  of  Ruffians  had  penetrated 
into  Pomerania  ;  laid  all  the  defencelefs  parts  under  con- 
tribution ;  and  threatened  the  fiege  of  Colberg.  The  Swediih 
army,  faid  to  confifl  of  22,000  men,  commenced  alfo,  tho' 
with  lefs  vigour,  their  operations.  In  all  that  country  the 
King  of  Pruffia  had  not  5000  men  to  oppofe  them. 

In  thefe  circumilances  a  plan  of  mere  defence  would  have 
proved  altogether  without  effect.  The  King  of  Pruffia  had 
but  two  armies  ;  and  it  was  neceflary  that  one  of  them,  at 
leaft,  mould  make  the  moll  rapid  and  fudden  movements  to 
oppofe  fo  many  combinations.  On  the  fide  of  Silefia  the 
danger  feemed  more  preffing,  and  accordingly  he 
marched  to  its  relief;  advanced  near  two  hundred  July  30. 
miles,  and  left  Marfhal  Daun,  who  had  confider- 
ably  the  Hart,  far  behind  him.  This  march  would  have 
been  thought  an  aftonifhing  exploit  in  a  partizan  at  the 
head  of  a  fmall  and  difencumbered  corps  :  but  that  a  nume- 
rous army  clogged  with  its  artillery,  with  above  two  thou- 
fand  waggons,   mould  in   that  time  traverfe  fuch  a  fpace, 

mould 
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fhould  pafs  the  Elbe,  the  Spree,  the  NeiiTe,  the  Queifs,  and 
the  Bober,  five  confiderable  rivers ;  that  they  fhould  effect 
all  this,  with  one  army  of  the  enemy  on  one  fide  of  its 
flanks,  another  behind,  and  with  a  third  in  its  front  (the 
actual  pofition  of  the  Auftrians  in  Lufatia)  was  an  action 
referved  for,  and  only  to  be  expected  from  the  King  of 
PrulTia.  The  attempt  itfelf  could  have  been  juflified  only 
by  necefiity  ;  and  the  neceflity  was  urgent.  The  Ruffians 
approached.  M.  Daun  followed  towards  Silefia  ;  and  the 
king  could  hardly  promife  himfelf  fuccefs,  but  from  a 
march  of  fuch  rapidity,  as  might  enable  him  to  try  his  for- 
tune with  General  Laudohn,  before  the  triple  junction  he 
apprehended  had  made  his  enemies  irrefiftable.  But  not- 
withstanding the  hopes  conceived  from  this  march,  before 
the  king  could  come  to  an  aclion  three  bodies  of  Auftrians 
had  joined,  Laudohn's,  Da'un's,  andLacy's ;  and  extending 
themfelves  along  the  Katibach,  a  river  which  falls  into  the 
Oder,  occupied  all  the  ground  from  Parchwitzto  Cofien- 
dau,  a  fpace  of  little  lefs  than  thirty  Englifh  miles.  But  in 
this  extent  their  ports  were  every  where  ftrong,  and  their 
communications  eafy.  The  king's  camp  was  at  Lignitz. 
It  was  in  vain  that  for  feveraldays  he  attempted,  by  various 
devices,  to  detach  one  body  of  the  enemy  from  the  reft,  or 
to  turn  their  flanks  and  attack  them  at  difadvantage.  The 
nature  of  the  ground  or  the  fkill  of  the  oppofite  generals 
always  difappointed  him. 

At  length  M.  Daun  took  himfelf  the  offenfive  party.  The 
advantage  of  his  fituation,  and  the  fuperiority  of  his  num- 
bers, prevailed  over  his  cautious  nature  to  rifque  an  attack. 
It  was  therefore  refolved,  after  the  fituation  of  Lignitz  had 
been  well  reconnoitred,  all  circumflances  maturely  weighed, 
and  the  defign  communicated  to  the  other  generals,  to  at- 
tempt the  King  of  Pruflia  in  his  camp,  with  the  united 
ftreugth  of  the  three  armies.  To  enfure  fuccefs  beyond  a 
doubt,  it  was  determined  that  this  attempt  fhould  be  made 
by  furprize,  and  therefore  in  the  night.  M.  Daun  remem- 
bered the  bad  guard  which  had  been  kept  by  the  PrufTians ; 
and  the  advantage,  which  in  the  year  1  758  he  derived  from 
a  night  attack  at  the  battle  of  Hochkirchen. 

In  conference  of  this  plan  the  whole  army,  as  foon  as  it 
fhould  begin  to  grow  dark,  was  to  march  from  their  feveral 
poils  to  inch  fituations  as  were  marked  out  lor  each  corps; 
tiny  were  to  Alike  their  tents,  but  yet  to  keep  up  the  fires 
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in  their  camps,  and    to   have    the  drums  beat  the  tattoo 
as  ufual. 

Some  time  after  Marfhal  Daun  had  begun  to  move,  to 
his  allonifhment  the  patroles  he  had  fent  out  returned  with 
the  account,  that  they  had  met  no  out-polls.  As  foon  as 
day  broke  and  the  army  had  advanced,  their  apprehenfions 
were  confirmed.  They  were  difappointed  in  their  defign, 
there  was  no  enemy  in  the  camp  ;  but  when  they  call  their 
eyes  from  thence,  they  could  perceive  at  a  diilance  the 
riling  of  a  thick  fmoke,  which  left  them  no  room  to  doubt 
that  their  fortune  was  then  on  the  point  of  decifion,  by  a 
part  of  their  forces  only,  and  that  the  King  and  Baron 
Laudohn  were  at  that  moment  hotly  engaged  ;  Daun  could 
only  lock  on  and  wait  the  event. 

On  the  13th  of  July  the  king  was  in  his  camp  at  Lignitz, 
when  he  received  advice  that  the  Ruffian  army  of  24,000 
men,  under  Count  Czernichew,  had  thrown  bridges  over 
the  Oder,  at  a  phce  called  Auras,  and  that  they  were  to 
pals  the  river  on  that  very  day.  He  fufpected  alfo,  that 
the  enemy  had  formed  the  defign  of  a  general  attack. 
Troops  which  have  been  a  long  time  oppofed  to  each  other 
can  reciprocally  guefs  at  each  other's  defigns ;  the  method 
ufed  by  the  enemies  generals  grow  familiar,  and  the  leaf!; 
motion  they  make  difclofes  their  defigns. 

This  is  the  account  the  Prufuans  gave  of  the  means  by 
which  they  came  to  a  knowledge  of  M.  Daun's  projects. 
The  Auflrians  attributed  this  difcovery,  not  to  the  Pruffian 
fagacity,  but  to  intelligence  given  by  deferters. 

Whatever  the  means  were  by  which  the  King  of  Pruffia 
became  fufpicious  of  this  defign,  it  is  certain,  that  he  tooK 
the  moil  early,  the  moil  vigorous,  and  the  moll  effective  mea- 
sures to  defeat  it.  He  was  thoroughly  fenfible  of  the  danger 
he  ran  of  being  furrounded,  if  he  continued  in  his  poll  at 
Lignitz  ;  out  of  that  very  defign,  which  was  calculated  for 
his  ruin,  his  genius  drew  a  new  means  of  f.  "etyr  He  faw 
at  a  glance,  that  the  plan  which  the  enemv  had  formed  to 
furround  him,  at  the  fame  time,  neceffanly  divided  their 
own  armies.  And  this  divifion  was  the  great  object  he  had 
purfued  fo  long,  and  thro'  fuch  difcouraging  dilappoint- 
ments.  His  only  bulmefs  was  to  prevent  their  reuniting  in 
a  general  attack  upon  his  quarters.  Therefore  in  the  very 
evening  calculated  for  the  attempt  on  his  camp,  he  quitted 
it  with  as  much  privacy  as  the  enemy  had  propofed  to  attack 
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it,   marched   and    took  an  advantageous  poll  on  the  way 
through  which  Laudohn  was  to  pafs. 

And  now  the  decifive  hour  approached,  in  which  he  was 
to  put  to  the  rifque  as  great  a  ftake  as  had  been  played  for 
fince  the  beginning  of  the  war.  No  vulgar  advantage 
would  fuffice  in  his  fituation,  and  that  very  fituation  in  fome 
fort  difabled  him  from  attaining  a  great  one.  After  four 
bloody  campaigns,  and  the  vicilTitudes  of  a  fuccefs  in  all  its 
changes  exhaufting,  his  old  corps  was  nearly  annihilated. 
Thole  who  fucceeded  to  their  places,  had  fcarcely  feen  the 
brilliant  times  of  the  king's  fortune  ;  and  they  inherited 
neither  the  fevere  difcipline,  nor  the  undaunted  fpirit  of  the 
firft  companions  of  his  hopes  ;  they  were  new  to  fervice, 
yet  difpirited  with  defeats.  The  king  himfelf  gave  life  to 
the  whole,  he  alone  was  to  rectify  a  thoufand  faults,  and  to 
fupply  a  thoufand  deficiencies. 

The  poft  which  he  chofe,  was  fuch,  as  whilfl  it  flopped 
the  progrefs  of  Laudohn  in  front,  if  Daua  fhould  attempt 
his  rear,  would  from  the  nature  of  the  ground  lay  him  un- 
der great  difficulties.  This  rear  he  further  ftrengthened 
with  feveral  batteries.  As  foon  as  his  army  was  drawn  up, 
he  divided  it,  leaving  his  right  on  the  ground,  where  it  had 
been  formed  to  obferve  Marfhal  Daun  and  to  maintain  that 
poll ;  whilft  with  his  left  he  turned  in  order  to  fall  upon 
the  corps  under  Laudohn.  No  difpofitions  could  have  been 
made  with  a  more  perfect,  fkill. 

Mean  time  Laudohn  was  advancing  fail  to  the  fnare  which 
had  been  laid  for  him.  Already  he  had  palled  the  Katf- 
bach,  and  was  moving  towards  Lignitz,  full  of  the  hopes 
of  no  fmall  fhare  in  the  glory  of  giving  the  final  blow  to 
the  King  of  PruiTia,  and  had  advanced  as  far  as  the  village 
of  Pfafrendorf,  when  by  three  in  the  morning,  the  day- 
light began  to  dawn  ;  a  thick  fog  that  had  covered  all  the 
adjacent  grounds  fuddenly  cleared  up,  and  like  the  opening 
of  a  great  fcene  difclofed  at  once  the  whole  Pruffian  army, 
regularly  embattled,  advantageoufly  ported,  furnifhed  with 
a  dreadful  and  well-placed  artillery. 

He  was  now  come  full  upon  his  enemy.  It 
Aug.  15.  was  impofnble  to  recede  ;  the  furprize  he  intend- 
ed was  turned  upon  himfelf.  But  this  able  gene- 
ral, though  furprifed,  was  not  difordered.  The  befl:  difpo- 
fitions were  made  that  the  time  would  admit ;  a  fharp  and 
cbftinate  combat  began ;  which  continued  without  giving 

way 
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way  on  either  fide,  until  fix.  The  King  of  PrufTia  exerted 
himfelf  with  incredible  diligence  to  preferve  an  uniform 
ftrength  in  every  part  of  his  line,  and  hazarded  his  own  life 
with  a  daring,  which  nothing  but  his  fituation  could  excufe 
from  temerity.  His  deaths  were  mot  through  in  feveral 
places,  his  horfe  was  killed  under  him.  But  all  thefe  trou- 
bles and  dangers  were  fully  compenfated  by  the  efforts  of 
his  troops,  who  maintained  fo  fteady  a  fire,  and  pufhed  the 
Auftrians  with  fo  much  ardour,  that  they  at  laft  gave 
ground,  and  retreated  with  precipitation,  though  not  with- 
out fome  order,  tov/ards  the  Katfoach. 

The  king  purfued  them  to  this  river,  and  no  further. 
His  advantage  as  it  was  gained  by  the  mod  vigorous  fteps, 
fo  bounds  were  fet  to  the  ardour  of  improving  it  with 
the  moft  guarded  caution.  He  feared  if  he  purfued  his 
fuccefs  too  far,  it  might  disjoin  the  part  of  the  army  en- 
gaged from  that  which  he  had  left  to  obferve  M.  Daun  ; 
and  perhaps  give  that  general  an  opportunity  of  taking  a 
fevere  revenge  on  the  right,  for  the  fucceffes  of  the  left. 
Notwithstanding  this  referve  of  the  king,  (a  referve,  the 
want  of  which  was  formerly  the  only  failing  in  his  mi- 
litary character,  but  which  his  misfortunes  had  now  per- 
fectly taught  him,)  notwithstanding,  I  fay  he  did  not  pufh 
his  good  fortune  againft  Baron  Laudohn  to  the  utmoft, 
the  victory  was  compleat,  glorious,  and  adorned  with  all 
the  trophies.  By  their  own  confeffion,  the  Auftrians  loft 
upwards  of  6000  men,  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners. 
The  Pruflians  made  it  amount,  and  not  without  proba- 
bility to  10,000.  Among  the  prifoners,  were  two  gene- 
rals, and  84  officers ;  82  pieces  of  cannon  and  23  pair  of 
colours  were  taken.  On  the  fide  of  the  conquerors,  five 
hundred  were  killed,  and  1200  wounded. 

With  regard  to  Siiefia,  the  victory  near  Lignitz  produced 
fome  mod  immediate,  and  moft  ufeful  effects.  Although 
M.  Daun,  not  difpirited  with  his  late  mifadventure,  and 
only  follicitous  to  repair  his  lofs,  had  detached  a  ftrong  corps 
under  Prince  Lowenftein,  and  Gen.  Beck  to  ftrengthen  the 
Ruffians  and  encourage  them  to  advance.  Count  Czerni- 
chew  was  fo  intimidated  with  the  late  defeat  of  the  Auftri- 
ans,  that  he  repafted  the  Oder  by  the  fame  bridges  on  which 
he  had  lately  crofted  it. 

Thus  one  great  end  of  the  King  of  Pruffia's  march  was 
obtained.     He  prevented  the  dreaded  junction  of  thofe  two 
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powers.  In  the  other  part  of  his  defign,  he  did  not  fo 
perfectly  fucceed.  M.  Daun  fince  the  action  of  PfafFendorf, 
could  indeed  make  no  progrefs  m  Silefia  ;  but  on  the  other 
hand,  the  king  was  not  able  entirely  to  drive  him  out  of 
that  province.  The  Auftrians  even  after  their  defeat,  far 
fuperior  to  the  king,  had  been  befides  largely  reinforced. 
The  emprefs  exerted  all  her  power,  to  remove  the  ill  effect 
this  late  check  might  have  had  on  the  reputation  of  herarms; 
at  the  fame  time  that  me  augmented  her  troops,  fhe  com- 
forted and  encouraged  Baron  Laudohn,  and  by  a  very  gene- 
rous and  gracious  letter  let  him  fee,  that  fhe  was  not  a  fover- 
eign,  in  whole  mind  a  late  misfortune  cancels  the  memory  of 
pail  fervices.  In  the  praifes  which  this  letter  beflowed  on 
Laudohn,  feveral  were  of  opinion,  was  couched  an  indirect 
cenfure  on  the  conduct  of  Count  Daun,  the  ilownefs  of 
whofe  temper  fo  ill  agreed  with  the  ardour  of  her  ambition, 
and  with  thefe  great  hopes,  which  the  number  of  her 
forces,  and  the  ftrength  of  her  alliance  had  encouraged 
her  to  entertain. 

The  king  after  this  victory  joined  his  brother  Prince 
Henry  at  Newmarcke.  One  part  of  that  Prince's  army 
under  General  Goltze  had  pafled  the  Oder  to  obferve  the 
Ruffians,  who  fince  the  repairing  that  river,  feemed  to  direct 
their  motions  northward.  The  king  being  flrengthened  by 
this  junction,  and  having  his  communication  with  Breflaw 
clear,  marched  againfl  Daun,  who  had  begun  to  form  the 
blockade  of  Schweidnitz,  fell  upon  a  corps  under  General 
Beck  ;  made  two  battalions  of  Croats  prifoners,  difperfed 
feveral  Iquadrons,  and  by  this  lively  affair  obliged  the  enemy's 
grand  army  to  raife  the  blockade,  and  by  a  precipitate  re- 
treat, to.  take  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  Landfhut. 

Whilfl  his  majefly  was  thus  exerting  the  molt  heroic  ef- 
forts in  defence  of  Silefia  ;  Gen.  Hulfen,  who  commanded 
for  him  in  Saxony,  feconded  his  endeavours  in  that  quarter 
with  uncommon  bravery  and  fuccefs.  The  army  of  the 
empire  had  formed  a  defign  of  catting  him  off  from  Tor- 
gau.  To  truflrate  their  intentions,  that  general  quitted  his 
camp  at  MeifTen,  and  marched  to  Strehla.  The  enemy 
divided  into  two  bodies  ;  one  attacked  an  advanced  poll: 
about  a  cannon  fhot  from  his  camp  upon  every  fide,  with 
the  greatefl  fury  from  day  break  to  fix  in  the 
Aug.  20.  morning,  whilfl  another  corps  was  fo  placed  as 
to  keep  his   camp  in  awe,  and  to  prevent  his 

attempting 
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attempting  any  thing  for  the  relief  of  the  advanced  poll:. 
Gen.  Hulfen  faw  that  unlefs  he  could  fpeedily  do  fomething 
for  its  fuccour,  that  body  muft  inevitably  perifh.  He  there- 
fore in  this  exigency,  gave  orders  to  his  cavalry  to  make  a 
circuit  round  an  height ;  and  to  charge  if  poffible  the  ene- 
mies flank.  This  order  was  executed  with  the  utmoft 
promptitude  and  fpirit.  The  Imperialifts  were  charged  on 
their  flanks ;  their  battalions  and  horfe  were  thrown  upon 
one  another  in  confufion,  and  41  officers  and  1200  men 
were  made  prifoners.  The  lofs  of  the  Pruflians  was  incon- 
fiderable.  Gen.  Hulfen  by  this  advantage,  was  enabled  to 
encamp  under  Torgau,  while  he  retreated  through  an  ap- 
prehenfion,  as  the  grand  army  of  the  Imperialifts  was  com- 
ing up,  that  he  might  be  cut  off  from  his  communication 
with  the  Elbe.  This  retreat  made  the  Auftrians  magnify 
the  affair  into  a  victory  on  their  fide;  but  the  circumftances 
render  the  Pruffian  account  much  more  probable. 

Fortune  feemed  once  more  to  have  fmiled,  after  a  long 
interval  of  gloom  on  the  King  of  Pruflia's  affairs ;  and  the 
reputation  of  his  arms  began  to  revive.  But  the  victories 
he  obtained,  though  glorious,  were  decifive  of  little  more 
than  the  field  upon  which  they  were  fought.  They  were 
far  from  having  lowered  the  power  of  the  enemy  to  an 
equality  with  his.  And  the  movements  he  made  to  gain 
thofe  advantages,  and  to  protect  one  part  of  his  dominions 
neceffarily  expofed  the  reft.  The  enemy  was  able  to  de- 
tach without  end  ;  and  whilft  bodies  of  Ruffians  traverfed 
the  Lower  Silefia,  feveral  corps  of  Auftrians  fcoured  Lufa- 
tia ;  and  thus  together  they  broke  off  all  regular  commu- 
nication between  the  king's  army  and  his  hereditary  domi- 
nions, and  of  courfe  between  him  and  his  general  Hulfen, 
who  with  very  unequal  forces  was  ftruggling  to  fecure 
Saxony ;  a  country  in  which  there  are  towns  indeed  forti- 
fied ;  but  fortified  for  the  greater  part  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  be  little  more  than  fnares  for  increafing  the  number 
of  prifoners,  by  betraying  defeneelefs  garrifons  into  the 
hands  of  an  enemy  fuperior  in  the  field. 

In  this  fituation,  the  king  is  faid  to  have  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  celebrated  (1)  Marq.  d'Argens,  very  pathetick,  and 
very  defcriptive  of  his  condition,  and  of  his  frame  of  mind 
under  thofe  preilures.     This  letter  is  faid  to  have  been  in- 

P  p  2  tercepted 

(1)  Author  of  the  Jewifh  Spy,  &c.  and  now  refident  at  Berlin 
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tercepted  by  a  Ruffian  detachment,  and  induflrioufly  fpread 
about  in  order  to  dif-fpirit  his  friends.  On  that  account  fome 
have  fufpe&ed  its  authenticity.  But  the  letter  is  furely 
highly  confonant  to  hiscircumftances,  and  fufficiently  agree- 
able to  his  general  manner  of  writing :  fo  that  we  do  not 
think  ourfelves  difpenfed  with  inferting  it  in  this  place. 

ff  Formerly,  my  dear  marquis,  the  affair  of  the  15th  of 
"  Auguft  would  have  decided  a  campaign.  At  prefent  that 
"  action  is  no  more  than  a  fcratch  ;  a  great  battle  muft 
tc  determine  our  fate.  We  {hall  have  one,  according  to  all 
"  appearances,  very  foon,  and  then,  if  the  event  is  favour- 
"  able  to  us,  we  may  rejoice.  It  required  many  ftratagems 
"  and  much  addrefs  to  bring  things  to  this  pafs.  Don't 
"  talk  to  me  of  danger  ;  the  laft  action  coft  me  only  a  fuit 
"  of  cloaths  and  a  horfe.  This  is  buying  victory  very 
"  cheap. 

"  I  have  not  had  the  letter  which  you  mention.  We 
"  are  in  a  manner  blocked  up,  in  regard  to  correfpondence, 
"  by  the  Ruffians  on  one  fide  the  Oder,  and  by  the  Au- 
"  ftrians  on  the  other.  A  fmall  fkirmifh  was  neceiTary  to 
u  clear  the  way  for  Cocceii  (2)  ;  I  hope  that  he  will  deli- 
"  ver  you  my  letter  ;  I  never  was,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
"  life,  in  a  more  embarraffing  fituation  than  in  this  cam- 
"  paign.  Believe  me,  nothing  lefs  than  a  miracle  is  frill 
"  neceffary  to  extricate  me  from  the  difficulties  that  I  fore- 
fee.  I  fhall  certainly  do  my  duty  when  occaficn  offers, 
but,  my  dear  marquis,  always  remember  that  I  pretend 
"  not  to  command  fortune,  and  that  I  am  obliged,  in  my 
projects,  to  leave  too  much  to  chance,  for  want  of  be- 
ing able  to  form  any  more  folid.  I  have  the  labours  of 
a  Hercules  to  undergo,  at  a  time  of  life  when  my  flrength 
"  fails  me,  my  infirmities  increafe,  and,  to  fpeak  the  truth, 
"  when  hope,  the  only  confolation  of  the  unhappy,  begins 
"  to  defert  me.  You  are  not  fufficiently  acquainted  with 
"  the  circumflances  of  affairs  to  have  a  clear  idea  of  all  the 
<c  dangers  which  threaten  the  (late ;  I  know,  but  conceal 
"  them  ;  I  keep  all  my  fears  to  myfelf,  and  only  commu- 
"  nicate  to   the  public  my  hopes,  or    the  little  good  news 

"   that 

(2)  The  aid-de-camp,  who  was  charged  with  this  letter,  and 
who  came  to  England  with  the  news  of  the  above  mentioned 
action  :  In  our  papers,  it  is  tranflated  Stage  Coach,  from  the  fimi- 
lltude,  probably,  of  the  word  Cocher. 
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"  that  I  can  acquaint  them  with.  If  the  blow  that  I  me- 
**  ditate  fucceeds,  then,  my  dear  marquis,  it  will  be  time 
"  enough  to  exprefs  our  joy  :  but  till  then,  let  us  not  flat- 
"  ter  ourfelves,  for  fear  fome  unexpected  bad  news  mould 
"  deject  us  too  much. 

"  I  lead  here  the  life  of  a  military  monk.  I  have  much 
"  to  think  of  about  my  affairs,  and  the  reft  of  my  time  I 
"  devote  to  literature,  which  is  my  confolation,  as  it  was 
"  of  the  conful,  the  father  of  his  country  and  of  eloquence. 
"  I  know  not  if  I  fhall  furvive  this  war,  but  I  am  deter- 
"  mined,  in  cafe  it  mould  happen,  to  pafs  the  reft  of  my 
"  days  in  retirement,  in  the  bofom  of  philofophy  and 
"  friendfhip. 

"  When  our  correfnondence  fhall  be  more  open,  you'll 
cc  oblige  me  by  writing  more  frequently.  I  know  not  where 
"  we  fhall  have  our  winter-quarters.  My  houfes  at  Bref- 
"  law  were  deftroyed  by  the  bombardment.  Our  enemies 
"  envy  us  every  thing,  even  day-light  and  the  air  that  we 
"  breathe.  They  muft  however  leave  us  fome  place,  and 
"  if  it  is  fafe,  it  will  be  a  treat  to  receive  you  there. 

"  Well,  my  dear  marquis,  what  is  become  of  the  peace 
"  with  France  ?  Your  nation,  you  fee,  is  more  blind,  than 
"  you  imagined.  Thofe  fools  lofe  Canada,  and  Pondicher- 
"  ry,  to  pleafe  the  Queen  and  the  Czarina.  Heaven  grant 
te  that  Prince  Ferdinand  may  well  reward  them  for  their 
"  zeal.  The  officers,  innocent  of  thefe  evils,  and  the  fol- 
"  diers,  will  be  made  the  victims,  and  the  illuftrious  offen- 
"  ders  will  fuffer  nothing. 

ci  Thefe  are  the  fubjects  which  offer  themfelves  to  me. 
"  I  was  in  a  writing  vein,  but  I  fee  that  I  muft  conclude, 
"  left  I  fhould  tire  you  and  neglect  my  own  bufinefs.  Adieu, 
M   my  dearejl  marquis. 1  e?nbrace  you,  C5V."  * 

*  To  authenticate  the  above  it  may  be  proper  to  add  1 .  That 
this  letter  was  fhown  at  Bath  and  London  by  M.  Cocceii  himfelf. 
And  2.  That  the  copy  here  printed  was  fent  to  the  tranflator  by 
a  friend  at  Magdeburg  belonging  to  the  court. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VII. 

Situation  of  the  French  and  Englifh  armies.  Hereditary 
Prince  Jurprifes  a  body  of  French  in  Zierenberg.  General 
Bithiv  takes  Marpurg.  Defeated  by  Monfieur  Stainville. 
General  IVangenhcim  pajjes  and  is  obliged  to  repafs  the 
JVejer.  French  retire  Jrom  Midhaufen  to  Caff  el.  Here- 
ditary Prince  marches  to  the  Rhine,  pajfes  that  river. 
Cleves  taken.  IVefel  befieged.  Englijh  expedition.  M. 
Cafries  forms  an  army  on  the  Rhine.  Battle  of  Campen. 
Allies  defeated.  Hereditary  Prince  repajfes  the  Rhine. 
Siege  of  Wefel  raifed.  Death  and  euhgium  of  George  the 
II.  AccefFon  of  George  III.  and  his  refolution  of  f import- 
ing his  allies. 

WE  leave  the  King  of  Pruflia  to  thefe  thoughts,  in  or- 
der to  return  to  the  armies  on  the  Wefer.  Prince 
Ferdinand  was  not  miftaken,  in  imagining  that  Gottingen 
would  prove  the  utmoft  bound  of  the  French  progrefs  into 
Hanover.  After  they  had  fecured  that  place  with  a  ftrong 
garrifon,  the  grand  army  of  M.  Broglio  moved  towards  the 
refer ve  which  had  been  defeated,  and  pitched  his  camp  at 
Dierenberg,  a  place  within  a  fmall  diilance  of  the  allies, 
who  ever  iince  the  battle  continued  to  occupy  Warbourg, 
the  Dymel  running  between  the  two  armies.  In  this  fitu- 
ation  they  continued  for  about  a  month. 

The  Hereditary  Prince,  who  was  ever  in  motion,  and 
continually  hovering  now  on  one  fide,  now  on  the  other  of 
the  French  camp,  in  one  of  his  excurfions  had  perceived 
that  the  French,  according  to  their  ufual  negligence,  were 
not  very  exact,  in  their  out-pofts  and  patrols.  He  had  alfo 
received  intelligence,  that  they  had  thrown  a  corps  of  horfe 
and  foot,  confining  of  fomething  more  than  two  thoufand 
men,  into  the  town  of  Zierenberg,  a  place  furrounded 
with  iome  damaged  walls. 

From  thefe  lights,  he  refolved  upon  the  furprize  of  this 
body,  and  accordingly  made  his  difpofitions  for  this  bold 
attempt,  in  the  manner  following ;  firft,  he  ordered  a  body 
of  his  light  troops  to  turn  the  town  of  Zierenberg,  and  to 
take  poll  between  it  and  Darienberg,  in  order  to  intercept 
any  that  mould  attempt  palling  to  the  camp  of  the  enemy. 
Next  he  polled  at  proper  diftances  eight  fquadrons  of  dra- 
goons, 
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goons,  two  battalions  of  grenadiers,  and  one  regiment  of 
foot,  on  the  road  between  his  own  camp  and  the  place 
which  was  to  be  attacked,  with  a  view  to  cover  his  retreat, 
in  cafe  he  mould  be  repulfed  and  purfued.  With  the  reft 
of  his  foot,  confiding  for  the  greater  part  of  Engliih,  he 
marched  with  the  utmoft  caution  and  diligence  towards  the 
town. 

When  they  had  arrived  within  two  miles,  they  Sept  5. 
divided  into  three  bodies,  which  took  three  differ- 
ent routs,  by  which  the  place  was  compleatly  furrounded. 
At  eight  in  the  evening,  they  fet  out  from  Warbourg,  and 
came  before  this  place  at  two  the  following  morning.  Not- 
withstanding the  precautions  taken,  the  trampling  of  the 
troops  over  the  gardens  gave  the  alarm  to  a  guard  of  the 
enemies  dragoons,  who  immediately  began  to  fire.  Strict 
orders  had  been  given  to  proceed  with  as  little  alarm  as 
poflible,  and  to  referve  their  fire  ;  and  fuch  was  the  delibe- 
rate courage,  fuch  the  perfect  difcipline  of  the  Englim  gre- 
nadiers, that  they  fuilained  this  fire,  pufhed  on  with  bayo- 
nets, drove  back  the  enemies  piquets,  killed  the  guard  at 
the  gate,  and  entered  the  town  along  with  the  fugitives, 
without  the  leaft  noife,  hurry,  or  confufion.  Never  wab 
furprize  more  compleat. 

The  column  of  the  Englim  grenadiers  having  forced  the 
gate,  advanced  regularly  with  their  bayonets  fixed,  and 
without  firing  a  mufquet,  by  the  two  ftreets  that  led  to  the 
church-yard,  (which  being  the  only  open  part  of  the  town, 
ferved  the  French  as  a  place  of  arms,)  killing  or  taking  a 
great  number  of  thofe  who  ran  from  the  houfes  towards 
this  rendezvous ;  and  thus  they  advanced  with  the  greater! 
order  and  the  moil:  profound  filence,  until  they  reached  the 
church-yard.  The  night  was  fo  dark  that  they  formed  by 
the  fide  of  the  French,  who  for  a  while  took  them  to  be 
their  own  picquets  that  had  afiembled  ;  but  they  were  foon 
undeceived  ;  a  fierce  encounter  with  bayonets  enfued,  in 
which  the  French  were  quickly  obliged  to  give  way. 

Two  regiments  of  the  enemies  dragoons  endeavoured  to 
fly  to  the  gate  that  led  to  their  camp  ;  but  they  found  it  oc- 
cupied by  400  grenadiers,  who  drove  them  back  with  their 
bayonets  ;  forced  from  hence,  they  fled  to  another  gate  ; 
there  they  were  repulfed  with  a  fharp  fire  of  fmall  arms. 
Then  they  were  compelled  to  feparate  ;  and  flying  at  ran- 
dom as  fortune  and  the  night  directed,  made  their  efcape 

at 
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at  the  feveral  breaches  of  the  wall.  The  prince  was  maf- 
ter  of  the  place  in  about  an  hour ;  but  the  nearnefs  of  the 
French  camp  and  the  approach  of  day  prevented  as  long  a 
continuance  in  the  place  as  he  wifhed  for  reaping  the  full 
fruits  of  his  victory  ;  therefore  about  three  o'clock  he  be- 
gan his  retreat,  carrying  off  two  pieces  of  cannon,  36  offi- 
cers, and  between  four  and  500  private  men.  The  daugh- 
ter of  the  enemy  was  confiderable.  The  prince  reached  his 
camp  without  the  lead  moleftation  in  his  retreat. 

If  we  confider  the  difficulty  of  this  attempt,  very  few 
have  been  bolder ;  if  we  examine  the  difpofitions,  none 
could  be  conducted  with  greater  wifdom  ;  if  we  attend  to 
the  behaviour  of  the  troops,  we  fhall  no  where  find  an  ex- 
ample of  more  exa<5t  obedience,  difcipline  and  courage. 
To  attack  fo  large  a  body  of  the  enemy,  fo  ftrongly  pofted, 
within  a  fma!)  league  of  their  grand  camp,  to  march  fo  far  in 
that  critical  fituation,  and  in  a  very  dark  night,  to  divide  into 
fo  many  parts,  yet  to  act  with  fo  much  order  and  fo  entire 
a  concert,  was  certainly  an  exploit  of  the  very  firft  rank  ; 
and  though  not  of  any  great  importance  in  its  confequences, 
is  fo  admirable  in  its  conduct  and  execution,  that  it  well 
deferves  to  be  told  at  the  length  we  have  given  it.  This 
added  greatly  to  the  reputation  of  the  Britifh  foldiers  as 
troops,  and  no  lefs  to  their  honour  as  men,  by  the  huma- 
nity they  fhewed  to  their  prifoners,  and  the  generous  fcn- 
timents  of  the  common  fort  with  regard  to  money  ;  as 
there  were  feveral  noble  inftances  that  night  of  their  refu- 
fmg  to  take  any  thing  from  their  prifoners,  who  had  offer- 
ed them  their  purfes.     They  loft  but  ten  men. 

From  this  time  the  operations  of  the  two  armies,  which 
for  a  time  feemed  to  languifh,  were  renewed  with  frefh  vi- 
gour. Prince  Ferdinand  perceived,  that  whilft  the  French 
communication  with  the  Rhine  and  with  Frankfort  on  the 
Maine  continued  open,  it  muft  prove  to  little  purpofe  to 
attempt  any  thing  either  for  the  relief  of  Gottingen  or  Caf- 
fel.  Their  progrefs  indeed  into  Hanover  had  been  check- 
ed ;  but  whilft  ever  they  continued  in  fo  advanced  a  porti- 
on, it  was  evidently  impoftible  to  prevent  their  making  ve- 
rv  ruinous  inroads  into  that  country.  To  force  them  to  a 
battle  againft  their  inclination,  would  be  difficult,  and  the 
attempt  itfelf  dangerous.  There  remained  but  one  method.,, 
which  was  to  make  frequent  and  ftrong  detachments 
the  fouthern  parts  of  HefTe  and  Wetteravia,  and  thus"  ren- 
der 
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der  precarious  the  French  communication  with  the  Rhine 
and  Maine,  from  whence  they  drew  the  greateft  part  of 
their  fupplies  of  all  kinds. 

With  this  intention,  he  detached  general  Bulow  at  the 
head  of  a  ftrong  corps,  who  pufhed  forward  towards  Mar- 
purg,  furprized  the  town,  deftroyed  the  French  ovens, 
with  feveral  hundred  waggons  of  flour,  and  carried  off  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  cloathing  and  military  {lores.  In 
the  mean  time,  his  light  troops  fcoured  the  country  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  for  a  while  anfwered  the  great  end  of  the  ex- 
pedition in  breaking  the  French  communication  with 
Frankfort.  Proceeding  on  this  plan  he  made  a  further 
movement  towards  Frankenau,  which,  at  length,  necefli- 
tated  the  French  general  Stainville,  who  commanded  in 
thofe  parts,  to  quit  his  pofition,  and  endeavour  to  ftop  the 
progrefs  of  this  detachment.  He  came  up  with 
their  rear  as  they  were  palling  the  river  Orche,  Sept.  13 
and  falling  upon  them  at  this  difadvantage  with 
fuperior  numbers  and  great  fury,  he  entirely  routed  the 
rear ;  and  took  fome  men  and  a  very  great  number  of 
horfes. 

It  was  to  be  apprehended  that  he  might  have  purfued  this 
advantage,  to  the  entire  ruin  of  M.  Bulow's  detachment; 
if  the  Hereditary  Prince  by  a  forced  march  of  five  German 
miles  had  not  arrived  time  enough  to  fupport  him.  On  the 
prince's  arrival  M.  Stainville  fell  back,  and  took  poflemon 
of  a  ftrong  pod  in  which  it  was  in  vain  to  attack  him. 

Whilft  thefe  meafures  were  taking  with  mixed  fuccefs 
for  difquieting  the  French,  and  interrupting  their  commu- 
nication to  the  fouthward  of  their  quarters,  like  movement* 
were  made  to  the  northward,  to  oblige  them,  if  poflible, 
to  relinquifh  their  hold  on  Gottingen.  But  General  Wan- 
genheim,  who  with  that  defign  had  eroded  the  Wefer, 
and  in  the  beginning  had  proceeded  with  no  fmall  expecta- 
tions ;  but  at  length  he  received  a  fevere  check, 
which  forced  him  to  repafs  the  river  with  fome  Sept.  19, 
precipitation.  However  thefe  frequent  detach- 
ments anfwered  fo  well  the  end  of  harafilng  the  French* 
that  on  the  20th  they  retired  from  Immenhaufen,  and  fell 
back  upon  Caffel  where  they  began  to  entrench  themfelves. 
Prince  Ferdinand  followed  them  clofe  ;  and  the  better  to 
obferve  their  motions,  fixed  his  quarters  as  near  as  he  could 
ro  thofe  of  enemy. 

CLq  But 
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But  whilft  the  grand  armies  thus  watched  each  other, 
the  eyes  of  Europe  were  drawn  to  a  different  quarter,  by 
a  movement  equally  aftonifhing  for  its  rapidity  and  myfle- 
rious  for  its  defign.  The  Hereditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick, 
whom  we  have  feen  but  a  few  days  before  in  the  furtheft 
part  of  HefTe,  fuddenly  appeared  on  the  frontiers'  of  the 
United  Provinces,  with  an  army  of  twenty  battalions  and 
ten  fquadrons.  One  detachment  o{:  his  troops  which  had 
proceeded  on  the  fide  of  DuHUdorp,  pafles  the  Rhine 
above  Roercot ;  another  which  had  marched  through 
Munfter,  paffes  it  nearly  about  the  fame  time,  but  a  great 
diftance  below,  at  Rhees ;  thefe  two  detachments  move  to 
meet  each  other,  and  as  they  proceed,  feize  all  the  French 
pofts  along  the  Rhine  ;  the  enemy's  guards  are  every  where 
taken  or  abandon  their  redoubts.  This  puts  into  their 
pofTeiTion  a  number  of  boats,  by  which  they  are  enabled 
to  tranfport  all  the  refl  of  the  troops  which  are  intended  to 
a£t  upon  the  left  of  the  Rhine.  Then  they  proceed  with- 
out delay  or  oppofition  direclly  to  Cleves  ;  the 
Oct.  3.  garrifon  takes  refuge  in  the  caflle,  which  is  vigo- 
rously attacked,  and  in  three  days  furrenders  500 
men  prifoners  of  war.  Whilft  this  was  performed  by  one 
body,  another  had  laid  fiege  to  Wefel,  and  battered  the 
place  with  fo  much  fury,  that  the  reduction  of  it  appeared 
certain  ;  and  with  it  the  entire  pofleffion  of  the  Lower 
Rhine  almoft  from  DufTeldorp  to  Cleves. 

The  fecrecy,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  march,  together 
with  the  vigour  of  the  fubfequent  operations,  were  fuch  as 
might  be  expected  from  the  character  of  the  Hereditary 
Prince ;  but  on  what  defign  this  rapid  march  was  made, 
and  thefe  vigorous  lleps  taken  at  that  particular  time,  gave 
room  for  a  great  deal  of  reafoning.  During  a  good  part  of 
the  fummer,  very  great  preparations  had  been  made  in 
England  for  a  conjunct  expedition  ;  a  powerful  fleet  was  in 
readinefs  ;  and  they  had  embarked  a  large  train  of  field 
and  battering  artillery,  a  confiderable  body  of  foot,  and  a 
regiment  of  light  horfe. 

As  this  armament  was  fuppofed  in  readinefs  to  fail  about 
the  time  of  the  Hereditary  Prince's  march  to  the  Rhine, 
conjecture  united  thefe  two  defigns  together,  and  fuppofed 
the  fleet  at  Portfmouth  and  the  army  in  Weilphalia,  were 
to  aft  en  the  fame  plan.  On  this  fuppofition  it  was  judged 
that  the  ftorm  would  probably  fall  on  the  Auflrian  Nether- 
lands ; 
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lands  ;  and  that  Oftend,  which  the  Emprefs  fo  unpolitical- 
ly  forherfelf,  and  fo  ungratefully  to  her  former  friends,  had 
given  into  the  hands  of  France,  would  be  the  firft  object 
of  thofe  forces  which  were  to  unite  from  fuch  a  diftance. 

This  defign  of  the  expedition  from  Portfmouth  has,  we 
underftand,  been  formally  difavowed.  Whether  in  ftrict- 
nefs,  not  being  a  principal  in  the  war,  with  her  imperial 
majefty,  England  ought  to  have  made  fuch  an  attempt, 
though  Oftend  was  defended  by  a  French  garrifon,  we 
mail  not  take  upon  us  to  determine  ;  but  without  the 
aid  of  fuch  confederations,  it  is  evident  there  were  fuffi- 
cient  objections  to  it  from  the  fide  of  mere  prudence. 
Almofl  infuperable  difficulties  occurred  in  fuch  a  fcheme  ; 
and  it  would  fcarcely  appear  to  moPi  men  advifeable  to  add 
a  Flemifh  to  our  German  war. 

But  we  think  it  poflible  to  give  fome  reafonable  account 
of  the  expedition  of  the  Hereditary  Prince,  independent  of 
any  connection  with  the  Britifh  armament.  For  a  confide- 
rable  time  the  French  had  feemed  refolved  to  refume  their 
former  plan  of  an  army  on  the  Lower  Rhine  ;  fuch  motions 
were  made  as  flrongly  indicated  that  this  defign  would  fhort- 
ly  be  put  in  execution  ;  and  the  allied  army  had  every 
thing  to  fear  from  it.  For  as  the  French  were  checked 
from  proceeding  to  the  compleat  conqueft  of  the  electorate 
by  the  allied  army  on  the  Dymel,  if  this  army  mould  itfelf 
be  fo  checked,  by  one  cf  the  enemy  advancing  from  the 
Lower  Rhine,  there  would  be  then  nothing  to  hinder  M. 
Broglio  from  fending  forward  fo  ftrong  a  referve  as  might 
finally  reduce  Hanover.  In  thefe  circumftances  nothing 
but  a  very  decifive  victory  could  pofhbly  fave  the  allied  ar- 
my, thus  furrounded  and  deprived  of  its  fubfiftence,  from 
perifhing  in  the  mofi  miferable,  or  furrendering  in  the  moft 
fhameful   manner. 

There  was  one  ftep  only  which  might  with  certainty  pre- 
vent this  defign,  and  even  in  fome  meafure  turn  it  upon 
the  enemy  ;  the  taking  Cleves  and  W'efel  into  the  hands  of 
the  allies.  This  would  not  only  defeat  the  fcheme  of  the 
French  for  acting  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  but  greatly  em- 
barrafs  their  operations  in  every  other  quarter.  Even  the 
attempt,  though  it  fhould  not  be  attempted  with  fuccefs, 
would  neceiTarily  draw  the  attention  of  the  French  that 
way,  and  thus  fave  Hanover  at  lead:  for  one  campaign. 
This  alone  had  been  a  fufficient  reafon  for  the  march.     But 
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had  the  Britifh  armament  at  the  fame  time  been  intended 
for  fome  part  of  the  coaft  of  France,  or  had  England  poli- 
tically kept  up  fuch  a  rumour,  when  (lie  had  in  reality  a 
more  remote  object  for  her  armament  ;  in  either  of  thefe 
cafes  it  would  undoubtedly  have  co-operated  with  the  He- 
reditary Prince's  defigns,  by  detaining  a  greater  body  of 
the  French  troops  at  home  to  defend  their  own  coafts. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  penetrate  into  all  the  motives. 
But  it  is  evident,  that  in  the  German  enterprife  every  thing 
depended  on  the  celerity  of  the  operations.  The  liege  of 
Wefel  was  carried  en  with  great  vigour,  by  that  part  of 
the  princes's  army  which  was  on  the  right  of  the  Rhine, 
whilit  the  prince  covered  it  en  the  left.  But  before  the 
enemy  could  difturb  him,  nature  declared  againft  his  fuc- 
cefs  by  the  fall  of  immenfe  rains,  which  fwelled  the  Rhine 
and  Lippe  to  fuch  a  degree  as  greatly  interrupted  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  fiege,  having  rendered  the  roads  of  Weftpha- 
lia  impaffable,  and  therefore  prevented  the  arrival  of  thefe 
reinforcements  which  were  intended  to  pufh  the  {lege  with 
the  greater  effect.  Thefe  rains  alfo  made  it  very  difficult 
for  the  prince  to  preferve  his  communication  with  the  be- 
fiegers,  which- however  he  made  a  fhift  to  keep  open  by 
one  bridge  above  and  another  below  the  town. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  French  with  all  the  expedition 
they  could  ufe,  had  collected  an  army  under  M.  de  Carries 
of  thirty  battalions  and  thirty-eight  fquadrons,  partly  from 
the  great  army  in  Hefle,  partly  from  the  Low  Countries. 
This  body  advanced  as  far  as  Rheinberg,  and  after  a  flrenu- 
ous  refinance  drove  out  a  detachment  of  the  allies  which 
had  been  ported  there.  From  thence  they  marched  by 
their  left,  and  encamped  behind  the  convent  of  Campen. 
The  Hereditary  Prince  now  faw  at  the  fame  time  the  fea- 
fon  and  a  fuperior  army  acting  againft  him  ;  to  fight  this 
enemy,  fully  prepared  to  receive  him,  with  the  troops 
which  he  could  fpare  from  the  fiege,  might  be  a  defperate 
attempt.  To  break  up  the  fiege  would  have  of  ufeif  an- 
fwered  the  intention  of  the  enemies  march.  There  was  no 
medium  but  a  furprize ;  which  was  refolved,  and  all  the 
difpofitions  for  it  made  with  the  judgment  by  which  the 
great  prince  who  commanded  isdiftinguifhed  upon  fuch  dif- 
ficult cccafions.  This  attempt  became  the  more  neceffary, 
and  thelefs  time  was  to  be  loft  in  making  it,  as  intelligence 
had  been  received  that  the  French  army  was  fhortly  to  be 
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augmented  by   powerful  reinforcements.     The  prince  be- 
gan his  march  at  ten  in  the  evening. 

To  reach  the  enemies  camp,  it  was  necefTary  to  diflodge 
Fifcher's  corps  cf  irregulars,  who  had  occupied  the  con- 
vent of  Campen  in  their  front.  This  produced 
fome  fhot,  and  this  fhot  alarmed  the  whole  Oft.  16. 
French  army,  which  immediately  got  under  arms 
and  polled  themfelves  in  a  wood.  The  allied  troops  pufhed 
forward,  twice  repulfed  the  French,  and  with  the  moil 
noble  perfeverance  reiterated  their  attacks  on  the  wood, 
and  kept  up  a  terrible  and  well  fupplied  fire  for  fixteen 
hours  without  intermifTion,  that  is  from  five  in  the  morn- 
ing to  the  fame  evening  at  nine.  There  have  been  few  ex- 
amples of  fo  obftinate  a  combat.  But  at  length  finding 
night  approach,  the  troops  harafTed,  their  ammunition 
fpent,  and  all  hopes  vain  of  diflodging  a  fuperior  enemy 
from  an  advantageous  poft,  the  Hereditary  Prince  having 
had  an  horfe  killed  under  him,  and  being  himfelf  wound- 
ed, was  with  regret  compelled  to  retire.  Eleven  hundred 
and  feventy  of  the  allies  were  killed  and  wounded  in  this 
bloody  action  ;  about  500  were  made  prifoners.  The  lofs 
of  the  French  was  far  greater ;  but  they  had  the  field. 

On  this  occafion,  the  Englifh  nation  regretted  the  lofs 
cf  one  of  its  moft  mining  ornaments  in  the  death  of  Lord 
Downe,  who  whilft  his  grateful  fovereign  was  deftining  him 
to  higher  honours,  received  a  mortal  wound  in  this  battle. 
He  was  a  perfon  of  free  and  pleafureable  life  ;  but  of  an  ex- 
cellent understanding,  amiable  manners,  and  the  moft  in- 
trepid courage.  In  the  beginning  of  this  war  he  had  a 
confiderable  fhare  in  roufing  a  martial  fpirit  amongft  the 
young  people  of  rank  in  England,  and  having  long  fhewed 
them  by  a  gallant  example  how  to  fight,  he  at  laft  by  a 
melancholy  one,  fhewed  them  how  to  die  for  their  country. 

As  the  Britifh  troops  had  been  the  greateft  fufferers  in 
this  as  well  as  in  moft  other  actions  of  the  campaign,  great 
murmurs  were  raifed  againft  the  commander  of  the  allied 
army,  as  if  upon  all  occafions,  even  the  moft  trivial,  he 
had  wantonly  expofed  the  lives  of  the  Britifh,  in  order  to 
preferve  thofe  of  the  German  foldiery.  Some  carried  this 
complaint  to  a  ridiculous  length.  But  could  it  with  reafon 
have  been  expected,  that  where  25,000  Englifh  had  ferved 
for  a  whole  campaign,  were  engaged  in  five  fharp  encoun- 
ters (fome  of  them  a  fort  of  pitched  battles)  in   all  which 

they 
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they  acquired  the  whole  glory,  that  they  mould  lofe  a  fmaller 
number  than  265  killed  and  870  wounded,  which  is  the 
whole  of  their  lofs  in  all  the  encounters  of  this  campaign  ? 
It  is  true,  the  life  of  a  man  is  a  facred  thing,  and  of  value  to 
his  country.  But  in  fome  circumftances  it  is  ridiculous  for 
a  nation  to  think  of  fparing  even  a  greater  efFufion  of  blood 
to  acquire  reputation  to  their  arms,  and  experience  to  the 
troops  and  the  officers.  The  Englifh  defired  the  pod:  of 
honour  with  equal  fpirit  and  wifdom,  they  were  entitled  to 
it,  they  had  it,  and  they  purchafed  it  more  cheaply,  than 
on  the  whole  might  have  been  expected.  Neither  was 
their  blood  lavifhed  on  every  trivial  occafion,  as  had  been 
falfly  fuggefted.  The  only  affairs  in  which  they  fuffered 
any  thing  worth  notice,  were  thofe  of  Warbourg  and 
Campen  ;  both  actions  of  the  higheft  confequence. 

After  the  difappointment  and  lofs  the  Hereditary  Prince 
had  fuffered  in  the  late  engagement,  he  was  fenfible  that  a 
{lege  could  no  longer  be  carried  on  with  any  profpect  of 
fnccefs,  in  fight  of  an  army  fo  much  fuperior  ;  the  Rhine 
every  day  fwelled  more  and  more,  and  his  communication 
with  the  troops  before  Wefel  became  every  hour  more  dif- 
ficult. Befides,  as  the  whole  country  was  by  this  time 
overflowed,  his  men  muff  have  been  expofed  to  the  great- 
eft  hardships  and  the  moil  fatal  diftempers.  Thefe  confe- 
derations determined  him  to  repafs  the  Rhine  without  delay. 
Notwithstanding  the  extreme  nearnefs  of  the  French  army, 
the  late  repulfe  the  Prince  had  met,  and  the  great  fwell  of 
the  waters^  fuch  was  the  impreffion  he  had  left  on  the 
enemy,  and  the  excellence  of  his  difpofitions,  that  they  did 
not  even  attempt  to  diftrefs  his  rear  ;  and  he  paffed  the 
Rhine  without  the  lead  moleftation,  not  only  under  the  eye, 
but  as  it  were  within  the  grafp  of  a  fuperior  French  army. 

From  this  the  operations  of  the  armies  became  gradually 
more  languid  ;  for  as  nothing  decifive  happened  on  either 
fide  during  the  whole  campaign,  it  was  impoffible  to  think  at 
this  advanced  feafon  of  undertaking  any  very  fignal  en  tcrprife. 
As  if  by  common  confent  they  began  to  move  towards 
winter  quarters.  So  that  whatever  happened  after  this 
was  not  connected  with  the  general  plan  of  the  campaign  ; 
and  were  the  fudden  acts  of  detached  parties,  who  attemp- 
ted fome  advantages  of  furprife.  Of  thefe  we  fhall  take 
fome  notice  before  we  conclude,  but  we  pafs  them  by  at 
prefent;  the   attention  of  all  men  being  at  this  time  more 
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engaged  by  an  event  of  the  greateft  importance,  and  which 
many  were  of  opinion  would  make  no  fmall  change  in  the 
nature  of  the  war,  and  above  all  in  the  general  fyftem  of 
pacification.  This  was  the  death  of  George  II.  king  of 
Great  Britain. 

Fie  died  fuddenly  in  his  palace  at  Kenfmgton  in  the  77th 
year  of  his  age  and  33d  of  his  reign.  The  immediate  caufe 
of  his  death  was  the  rupture  of  the  fubftance  of  the  right 
ventricle  of  his  heart,  by  which  the  circulation  was  flop- 
ped in  an  inflant.  This  was  preceded  by  no  fort  of  appa- 
rent illnefs.  His  majefty  enjoyed  an  uncommon  degree  of 
health  and  nrength  for  that  age  ;  but  it  was  believed  that 
he  had  fuffered,  by  expofing  himfelf  too  much  to  the  cold, 
in  reviewing  fome  troops  that  were  to  be  embarked  for  the 
expedition.  He  had  been  extremely  follicitous  about  the 
fortune  of  this  expedition.  He  had  been  no  lefs  anxious 
for  the  fate  of  the  enterprife  under  the  Hereditary  Prince, 
an  account  of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  which  he  had  received,  tho' 
it  was  not  at  that  time  made  public.  This  was  believed  to 
have  touched  him  deeply,  and  to  have  been  one  of  the 
caufes  of  a  death  fo  afflicling  to  all  his  people. 

When  future  hiflorians  come  to  fpeakof  his  late  majefty, 
they  will  find  both  in  his  fortune  and  his  virtue,  abundant 
matter  for  juil  and  unfufpe&ed  panegyric.  None  of  his 
predeceffors  in  the  throne  of  England  lived  to  fo  great  an 
age  ;  few  of  them  enjoyed  fo  long  a  reign.  And  this  long 
courfe  was  diftinguimec!  by  circumftances  of  peculiar  feli- 
city, whether  we  confider  him  in  the  public  or  the  private 
character.  His  fubje&s,  allowing  for  one  fhort  and  as  it 
were  momentary  cloud,  enjoyed  perpetual  peace  at  home, 
and  abroad  on  many  occafions  acquired  great  glory.  There 
was  to  the  laft  a  confiderable  increafe  in  their  agriculture, 
their  commerce,  and  their  manufactures,  which  were  daily 
improving  under  the  internal  tranquillity  they  enjoyed,  and 
the  wife  regulations  that  were  made  in  every  feffion  of  his 
parliaments.  By  a  wonderful  happinefs,  he  left  thefe  im- 
provements no  way  checked,  but  rather  forwarded,  in  one 
of  the  mod  general  and  wafleful  wars  that  has  raged  in 
the  world  for  many  centuries. 

He  lived  entirely  to  extinguifh  party  and  the  fpirit  of 
party  in  his  kingdoms ;  it  was  not  till  the  clofe  of  his  reign, 
that  his  family  might  have  been  confidered  as  firmly  and 
immoveably  feated  on  the  throne  ;  but  he,  having  baffled 

all 
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all  the  private  machinations  of  his  enemies  policy,  fub- 
dued  at  length  the  utmoft  effort  of  their  force  :  and  though 
on  that  menacing  occafion,  he  experienced  in  the  fulled 
meafure  the  affection  of  his  people,  yet  the  completion  of 
this  great  fervice  to  his  family,  he  owed  folely  to  the  capa- 
city and  bravery  of  his  own  fon. 

He  lived  with  his  queen  in  that  kind  of  harmony  and 
confidence,  that  is  feen  between  the  befl  fuited  couples  in 
private  life.  He  had  a  numerous  iffue,  in  which  he  had 
great  caufe  of  fatisfaclion,  and  very  little  of  difquiet,  but 
what  was  the  almod  neceflary  confequence  of  a  life  pro- 
tracted to  a  late  period.  He  furvived  feven  of  his  children. 
He  had  the  fatisfaclion  to  fee  in  his  fucceflcr,  what  is  very 
rare,  the  mod  affectionate  obedience,  the  mod:  dutiful  ac- 
quiefcence  in  his  will  ;  and  what  is  no  lefs  rare,  contrary 
to  the  fortune  of  mod  old  kings,  he  never  pofTefTed  more 
perfectly  the  love  of  his  fubje&s  than  in  the  lad  years  of 
his  life.  And  he  died  at  the  very  point  of  time  when  the 
terror  of  his  arms,  the  power  of  his  kingdoms  and  the  wif- 
dom  of  his  government,  were  all  raifed  to  aimed  as  high 
a  pitch  as  they  could  poffibly  arrive  at ;  they  were  indeed 
at  that  height  of  profperity  and  glory,  as  never  had  been 
exceeded  in  the  reign  of  the  mod:  fortunate  of  his  prede- 
ceflors. 

His  parts  were  not  lively  or  brilliant ;  but  the  whole  of 
his  conduct  demonftrates  that  he  had  a  judgment  both  fo- 
lid  and  comprehenfive.  He  underdood  the  intereds  of  the 
other  fovereigns  of  Europe  ;  and  was  particularly  (killed 
in  all  the  recedes  of  that  political  labyrinth,  the  fydem  of 
Germany  ;  of  the  liberties  of  which  he  was  through  his 
whole  life  a  mod  zealous  affertor.  In  the  year  1741,  he 
took  up  arms,  and  even  rifqued  his  own  perfon,  when  by 
the  projected  difmemberment  of  the  houfe  of  Audria,  they 
were  in  danger  of  falling  a  facrifice  to  a  French  faction. 
He  afterwards  redded  with  equal  firmnefs  that  very  houfe 
of  Audria,  which  he  had  expofed  his  life  to  defend,  when 
kthe  liberties  of  the  empire  were  threatened  from  that 
quarter. 

The  acquifitions  of  his  father,  were  by  him  confirmed, 
improved  and  enlarged.  He  was  enabled  by  his  oeconomy 
always  to  keep  up  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  in  Hano- 
ver ;  by  which  means,  when  the  war  broke  out,  there  was 
a  disciplined  force  ready   to  oppofe  the   common  enemy  ; 

and 
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and  we  do  not  hazard  any  thing  in  afferting,  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  prudent  forefight  of  that  meafure,  the 
army  which  has  fince  been  formed,  and  the  great  things 
which  have  fince  been  done,  could  never  have  had  exift- 
ence.  So  that  if  we  only  examine  what  he  has  done  in 
Germany,  when  we  reflect  what  enemies  fecret  and  de- 
clared he  had  at  different  times  to  manage  and  to  fight  in 
that  country,  he  muff  in  every  fair  judgment  be  allowed 
the  greateft  prince  of  his  family. 

He  was  in  his  temper  fudden  and  violent ;  but  this,  tho* 
it  influenced  his  behaviour,  made  no  imprefiion  on  his 
conduct,  which  was  always  fufficiently  deliberate  and  at- 
tentive to  his  own  interefts  and  thofe  of  his  fubjects. 

He  was  plain  and  direct  in  his  intentions  ;  true  to  his 
word  ;  fteady  in  his  favour  and  protection  to  his  fervants, 
and  never  changed  them  willingly  ;  this  appeared  clearly 
in  thofe  who  ferved  more  immediately  on  his  perfon, 
whom  he  fcarce  ever  removed ;  but  they  grew  old  along 
with  him,  or  died  in  their  places.  But  having  been  in  a 
fort  compelled  by  a  violent  faction,  to  relinquifh  a  minifter 
for  whom  he  had  great  affection,  and  in  whom  he  repofed 
an  unlimited  confidence,  it  afterwards  became  a  matter  of 
more  indifference  to  him  by  whom  he  was  ferved  in  the 
affairs  of  his  government. 

He  was  merciful  in  his  difpofition,  but  not  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree as  in  any  fort  to  encourage  offences  againft  his  go- 
vernment. On  the  fuppreffion  of  the  rebellion  in  1 746, 
he  behaved  without  any  remarkable  difplay  either  of  feve- 
rity  or  clemency.  Many  were  pardoned,  many  punifhed  ; 
and  this,  perhaps,  is  the  mod  proper  conduct  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions,  where  offended  majefty  requires  victims,  juftice 
examples,  and  humanity  pardons.  But  though  the  law  in 
many  inftances  had  its  free  courfe,  the  exceffes  commit- 
ted in  the  rage  of  war,  were  by  him  neither  commanded 
nor  approved.  After  that  rebellion  had  been  fupprefled, 
he  retained  no  bitter  remembrance  of  it,  either  to  the 
country  in  which  it  unfortunately  began,  or  even  to  many 
of  the  perfons  who  were  actually  concerned  in  it. 

As  he  came  into  England  in  a  riper  age,  and  of  confe- 
quence  never  had  been  able  to  attain  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  the  force  and  beauties  of  our  language,  he  never  fhewed 
a  fufficient  regard  to  the  Englifh  literature,  which  in  his 
reign  did  not  flourifh. :  and  this  muff  be  confidered  as  the 
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greater!:,  or  rather  the  only  blemifh  that  lay  upon  his  go- 
vernment. 

He  has  been  cenfured,  as  a  little  too  attentive  to  money  ; 
and  perhaps  in  fome  minute  things  this  cenfure  was  not 
wholly  without  foundation.  But  there  are  two  confidera- 
tions  which  greatly  enervate  this  objection  to  his  character. 
Firft,  that  this  difpofition  never  fhewed  itfelf  in  one  ra- 
pacious act;  and  2dly,  that  it  never  influenced  his  con- 
duel:  on  any  important  occafion.  For  it  is  now  well  known 
that  he  mewed  no  improper  parfimony,  when  this  war 
broke  out.  In  fact,  he  expended  fo  much  on  that  occa- 
fion, that  on  his  deceafe,  his  private  wealth  was  found  to 
be  far  inferior  to  what  had   commonly  been  imagined. 

Though  it  is  true,  that  during  his  whole  life,  he  had 
fhewn  a  remarkable  affection  to  his  Hanoverian  fubjects, 
yet  the  laft  act  of  it  demonftrated  that  they  were  far 
from  engrofling  the  whole  of  his  regard  ;  and  that  in 
reality  his  German  pofleilions  held  no  other  place  in  his 
confiderafion  than  what  their  relative  importance  to  the 
reft  of  his  dominions  naturally  claimed.  For  when  that 
truly  fevere  trial  came,  in  which  the  interefts  of  England 
and  Hanover  were  feparated,  when  a  war  began  for  an  ob- 
ject wholly  foreign  to  that  country,  a  war  in  which  Hano- 
ver mud  fuffer  much,  and  could  hope  no  advantage,  even 
there  his  majefty  did  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  expofe  his 
German  dominions  to  aimoft  inevitable  ruin,  rather  than 
make  or  even  propofe  the  fmaileft  abatement  from  the  im- 
menfity  of  the  Englifh  rights  in  America.  A  conduft  that 
more  than  wipes  off  every  fufpicion  of  an  improper  par- 
tiality ;  and  which  furely  ought  never  to  be  mentioned 
without  the  higheft  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  that  mag- 
nanimous monarch. 

If  the  authors  of  thefe  meets  were  equal  to  fuch  a  de- 
fign,  it  would  perhaps  be  impoffible  to  exhibit  a  more 
pleafing  picture  than  that  which  might  be  formed  from  a 
juft  view  of  his  late  majefty's  conduct,  to  thefe  two  fo 
differently  conftituted  parts  of  his  dominions.  His  virtue 
was  proved  by  two  of  the  greateft  trials  to  which  the  na- 
ture of  man  is  liable;  the  truft  of  abfolute  and  unbounded 
power  ;  and  the  moft  exalted  ftation  limited  by  the  ftriet- 
eft  laws.  For  thefe  two  fo  very  different  fituations,  very 
different  and  almoft  oppofite  tempers  and  talents  have  been 
always  thought  neceffary.     But  that  king  had  a  mind  per- 
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fe<5Hy  adapted  to  both  ;  for  whilft  in  England  he  kept  the 
liberties  of  his  people  inviolate,  and  like  a  wife  magiftrate, 
was  fatisfied  to  make  his  authority  co-operate  with  law, 
and  his  will  freely  fufcfervient  to  the  wifdom  of  ages,  in 
Hanover  like  an  indulgent  father,  acting  only  from  the 
fentiments  of  a  paternal  heart,  his  affection  and  his  equity 
fupplied  the  want  of  law  and  conftitution.  He  has  indeed 
left  to  his  illuftrious  fucceflbr,  an  admirable  example ; 
which  he  not  only  promifes  to  follow,  but  in  many  re- 
fpects  to  exceed  ;  and  his  fubje&s  take  the  greater  intereft 
in  his  virtues,  as  they  look  upon  them  as  more  peculiarly 
their  own  ;  and  they  now  boaft  of  a  prince,  who  neither 
has,  nor  can  have  any  partiality  but  the  bell;,  and  who  is 
in  birth  as  well  as  inclination  Britim. 

As  foon  as  his  prefent  majefty  came  to  the 
throne,  and  had  met  his  parliament,  he  in  the  18  Nov. 
moft  public  and  folemn  manner  confirmed  the 
hopes  of  his  allies,  and  gave  the  moft  undoubted  afTuran- 
ces  of  his  refolution  to  continue  the  war  on  the  former 
plan,  and  with  the  former  vigour  ;  and  he  found  his  par- 
liament no  ways  changed  in  their  refolution  of  fupporting 
it  with  the  fame  liberality  and  fpirit.  Infomuch  that  as 
there  was  no  apparent  change  either  in  the  fyftem  of  the 
alliance,  in  the  difpofition  of  the  king,  or  in  that  of  the 
nation,  or  in  the  general  plan  of  the  war,  we  have  only  to 
pafs  again  to  the  tranfactions  of  the  continent,  thinking 
it  unneceflary  to  apologize  to  our  readers  for  having  been 
diverted  from  the  courfe  of  the  narrative  for  a  fhort  time, 
by  an  event  of  iuch  melancholy  importance  to  Great  Bri- 
tain and  to  all  Europe. 

CHAP.     VIII. 

Ruffians  and  Avftrians  enter  Brandenburg.  General  HuU 
fen  retreats  from  Saxony  to  Berlin.  Evacuates  it.  The 
city  capitulates.  Berlin  defer ibed.  King's  palaces  plun- 
dered. Enemy  retires  out  of  Brandenburg  after  having 
pillaged  it. 

TH  E  King  of  Prufiia's  letter,  with   which  we  clofed 
the  6th  chapter,  exhibited  a  true  picture  of  that  mo- 
narch's apprehenfions ;  the  events  which  immediately  fol- 
lowed proved  that    thefe  apprehenfions  were  but  too  well 
R  r   2  grounded. 
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grounded.  The  victory  near  Lignitz,  indeed,  gave  fome 
relief  to  Silefia  ;  but  whilft  the  enemy  had  fo  many  and  fo 
numerous  armies  in  the  field,  even  fhame  independent  of 
their  intereft  exacted  from  them  fome  ftroke  of  confe- 
quence. 

The  late  manoeuvres  had  neceffarily  drawn  the  king  of 
Pruflia  into  the  fouthern  parts  of  Silefia,  and  confequently 
to  a  great  diftance  from  Brandenburg,  with  which  country 
his  communication  was  much  interrupted,  or  rather  wholly 
cut  off.  The  Ruffian  army,  which  after  it  had  repaffed 
the  Oder  at  Auras,  began  to  move  out  of  Silefia,  pufhed 
forward  a  powerful  detachment  under  Count  Czernichew 
towards  the  March  of  Brandenburg.  A  body  of  15000 
Auftrians  under  the  Generals  Lacy  and  Brentano  from 
the  army  of  Count  Daun,  and  the  whole  united  corps  of 
Auftrians  and  Imperialifts  which  acted  in  Saxony,  began 
their  march  in  concert  with  the  Ruffians,  and  propofed  to 
unite  at  the  gates  of  Berlin.  Thefe  armies  amounted  to 
forty  thoufand  men. 

General  Hulfen,  who  was  altogether  too  weak  to  op- 
pofe  the  Imperialifts  in  Mifnia,  fell  back  upon  Berlin. 
General  Werner  who  had  lately  been  fent  into  Pomerania, 
returned  with  incredible  fpeed  and  joined  the  troops  under 
Hulfen  ;  but  when  they  viewed  their  combined  ftrengtb, 
they  found  it  confifted  of  no  more  than  15  or  16000  men, 
a  force  far  too  weak  to  oppofe  to  thofe  powerful  armies 
that  were  marching  againft  them.  Wholly  unable  to  pro- 
tect a  place  of  fuch  immenfe  extent,  and  fuch  imperfect 
fortification,  they  faw  that  to  attempt  a  defence,  would 
be  only  to  involve  the  troops  in  the  inevitable  fate  that 
waited  the  city,  without  being  able  to  add  any  thing  effec- 
tual to  its  fecurity;  therefore  after  having  defended  it 
againft  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Ruffians  under  Tottle- 
ben,  who  attacked  the  gates  and  bombarded  the  town, 
when  they  found  the  grand  armies  advancing ;  they  made 
their  retreat ;  leaving  only  three  weak  battalions  in  the 
place,  to  enable  it  to  make  fome  fort  of  capitulation  with 
the  enemv. 

Berlin  is  compofed  of  five  towns,  which  have  ftretched 
to  each  other  and  grown  into  one  vaft  city  upon  the  banks 
of  the  river  Spree.  It  has  been  augmented  to  this  gran- 
deur, by  having  long  been  the  refidence  of  the  electors  of 
Brandenburg  and  kings  of  Pruffia,  who  as  they  have  en- 
larged 
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Urged  their  dominions  by  inheritance,  force,  or  policy, 
have  all  contributed  fomething  to  the  grandeur  and  mag- 
nificence, of  this  their  capital.  The  fituation  of  the  town 
on  fo  noble  and  navigable  a  river  as  the  Spree,  communi- 
cating on  one  fide  with  the  Oder,  by  a  canal  (the  moft 
princely  work  of  her  fovereigns)  and  on  the  other  falling 
into  the  Elbe,  has  added  not  a  little  to  its  extent  and  opu- 
lence ;  but  that  which  has  contributed  moft  of  all,  has  been 
the  reception  of  the  French  refugees,  to  which  this  city  has 
always  been  a  moft:  affured  and  favourable  afylum,  as  it  has 
alfo  been  to  thofe  proteftants  who  have  been  perfecuted  in 
any  part  of  Germany ;  and  the  prefent  king  by  enlarging 
his  plan,  and  imparting  an  extent  of  toleration  unknown  to 
his  predeceffors,  has  alfo  introduced  Roman  Catholics, 
whom  he  has  encouraged  by  fuffering  them  to  build  a  moft 
magnificent  church  in  the  heart  of  Berlin.  By  this  means 
he  has  brought  the  moft  oppofite  factions  to  concur  in  pro- 
moting the  grandeur  of  his  royal  refidence.  From  thefe 
caufes  Berlin  is  become  one  of  the  moft  considerable  cities 
in  Europe  ;  vaft  in  its  extent ;  confiderable  in  its  commerce  ; 
and  magnificent  beyond  moft  others  in  its  public  and  private 
buildings,  and  the  regular  diftribution  of  the  ftreets  in  the 
new  town.  It  had  long  been  the  feat  of  the  greateft  mili- 
tary arrangements  in  the  world ;  and  it  was  made  by  the 
prefent  king  the  feat  of  arts  and  fciences,  and  the  place  of 
refort  of  ingenious  men,  in  every  fcience,  in  every  art,  and 
from  every  quarter. 

Such  is  Berlin,  which  at  this  time  being  deferted  by  the 
greateft  part  of  its  garrifon,  was  abandoned  to  the  mercy  of 
a  mighty  army  of  Auftrians,  Ruffians,  Saxons  and  Imperia- 
lifts,  animated  by  revenge;  exafperated  by  injuries  ;  and  in- 
ftigated  by  avarice.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  terror  and 
confternation  of  the  inhabitants  on  this  occafion.  They 
were  acquainted  with  the  favage  character  of  one  part  of 
the  enemy,  and  with  the  violent  animofity  of  the  reft  ;  and 
they  knew  that  they  did  not  want  pretences  for  colouring 
their  Severities,  with  the  appearance  of  a  juft  retaliation. 

In  thefe  difpofitions  of  the  inhabitants,  the  enemy  ap- 
proached. The  garrifon  immediately  propofed  to  capitu- 
late. With  refpefit  to  them,  the  terms  were  iliort ;  they 
were  made  prifoners  of  war.  But  with  regard  to  the  inha- 
bitants, where  the  great  danger  lay,  the  conditions  were 
more  tolerable    than   they  expected  ;  they  were  promifed 
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the  free  e::ercife  of  their  religion  ;  and  an  immunity  from 
violence  to  their  goods  and  perfons.  It  was  alfo  agreed  that 
the  Ruffian  irregulars  mould  not  enter  the  town  ;,  and  that 
the  king's  palace  mould  be  inviolable.  Thefe  on  the  whole, 
were  favourable  terms  ;  and  they  were  were  granted  prin- 
cipally on  the  mediation  of  the  foreign  minifters  refiding  in 
Berlin,  who  interpofed  their  good  offices  with  great  zeal 
and  humanity.  The  difficulty  was,  how  to  fecure  the  ob- 
fervance  of  them. 

Thefe  conditions  being  made,  the  army  of  the 
qth  Oct.  allied  powers  entered  the  town  ;  totally  deftroyed 
the  magazines,  arfenals,  and  founderies,  feized 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  military  (lores,  and  a  number  of 
cannon  and  arms ;  called  firft  for  an  immenfe  payment  of 
800,000  guilders,  and  then  laid  on  a  contribution  of 
1,900,000  German  crowns:  not  fatisfied  with  this,  many 
irregularities  were  committed  by  the  foldiery  ;  but  on  the 
whole,  though  fome  fhocking  actions  were  committed,  a 
far  more  exact  discipline  was  obferved  than  from  fuch  troops 
could  have  been  expected  upon  fuch  an  oeeafion,  where 
there  was  every  incentive  which  could  work  upon  the  licence 
of  a  conquering  army.  Their  officers  no  doubt  with  great 
difficulty  prefcrved  even  that  degree  of  order. 

But  though  their  behaviour  was  tolerable,  with  regard  to 
the  private  inhabitants,  there  was  fomething  mocking  and 
ungenerous  in  their  treatment  of  the  king's  palaces.  The 
apartments  of  the  royal  callle  of  Charlottenburgh  were 
entirely  plundered,  the  precious  furniture  fpoiled,  the  pic- 
tures defaced,  without  even  fparing  the  antique  (tatues 
collected  by  Cardinal  Polignac,  which  had  been  purchafed 
by  the  houfe  of  Brandenburg.  The  cadle  of  Schonhoufen, 
belonging  to  the  queen,  and  thofe  of  Fredericksfeld,  belong- 
ing to  the  margrave  Charles,  were  alfo  plundered. 

The  palace  of  Poticlam,  the  famous  Sans-fouci,  had  a 
better  fate  ;  Prince  T'lterhafi  commanded  there  ;  it  was  pre- 
fcrved trom  the  finalleft  violation.  The  Prince  on  viewing 
the  palace  only  afked  which  picture  of  the  king  refcmbled 
him  moll,  and  being  informed,  defired  that  he  might  have 
leave  to  take  it,  together  with  two  German  flutes  which  the 
kirg  tffed,  to  keep  them,  he  faid,  in  memory  of  his  majefty. 
1  his  was  a  fort  of  taking  very  different  from  pillage. 

They  (laid  in  the  city  four  days,  but  hearing  that  the 
king,  apprchenfive  of  this  ftroke,  was  moving  to  the  relief 

of 


1760.  The  History  of  the  War.  319 

of  his  capital,  they  quitted  it  on  the  15th  of  October  ;  and 
having  wafted  the  whole  country  round  for  a  vail  extent, 
and  driven  away  all  the  cattle  and  horfes  they  could  find, 
retreated  by  different  routs  out  of  Brandenburg,  leaving  the 
people  {fill  trembling  under  the  alarm,  and  hardly  vet  cer- 
tain of  their  fafety. 

We  do  by  no  means  undertake  to  authenticate  the  rava- 
ges which  the  PruiTian  accounts  charged  upon  the  At  ft  nans 
and  their  allies,  in  this  incurfion  ;  nor  whether  thev  may 
not  have  been  in  general  much  exaggerated,  or  in  fome 
cafes  abfolutely  feigned.  We  have  abundant  reafon  to  fuf- 
pe£i  the  exact  veracity  of  many  pieces  of  that  nature  which 
have  been  publifhed  en  all  fides;  and  which  are  but  too  fre- 
quently a  fort  of  {fate  libels,  where  the  powers  at  war,  not 
content  to  deilroy  each  other  in  the  held,  purfue  their  ad- 
verfaries  reputation,  and  endeavour  mutually  to  paint  each 
other  as  monfters  equally  devoid  of  juitice  and  companion. 
Indeed  if  we  were  to  give  credit  to  all  the  writings  of  this 
kind  that  have  appeared,  it  were  hard  to  fay  which  of  the 
parties  have  by  their  conduct  brought  the  greateft  difgrace 
upon  human  nature.  It  is,  however,  certain,  that  the 
country  of  Brandenburg  fuffered  more  feverely  on  this  oc- 
cafion  than  the  city  of  Berlin.  An  ill  difciplined  army  is 
always  moft  furious  in  its  retreat,  and  the  country  had  made 
no  conditions. 

CHAP.     IX. 

lmperlalifls  make  the mf elves  maflers  of  Mifnia.  M,  Stain- 
villi  enters  Halberfladt.  Ruffians  befiege  Colberg.  Lau- 
dobn  befeges  Cofel.  King  of  Pruffia  and  M.  Daun  -march 
into  Saxony.  Battle  oj  Torgau.  M.  Daun  wounded. 
The  towns  in  Mifnia  retaken.  Siege  of  Colberg  raifed. 
Swedes  driven  back. 

THE  King  of  Pruffia  at  laft  faw  his  capital  taken  by  his 
moft  cruel  enemies,  and  put  to  ranfom  ;  his  native 
country  was  wafted ;  they  took  up  their  quarters  in  his  pa- 
laces:  but  this  was  far  from  the  whole  of  his  misfortunes. 
When  Gen.  Hulfen  marched  to  cover  Brandenburg,  there 
remained  no  PruiTian  army  in  Saxony.  So  that  the  Impe- 
rial army  on  their  return  from  Berlin,  within  a  fhort  time, 
and  with  little  oppofition,  made  themfelves  mailers  of  LeiD- 
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lick,  Torgau,  MeiiTen,  and  at  laft  of  Wittemberg ;  in  which 

city   they  took  the  grand  magazine  of  the  Prul- 

15  Oct.    fians    immenfely    rtored.       The   king    was   now 

totally  driven  out  of  Saxony,  in  which  he  had  no 

longer  a  Tingle  place. 

M.  Stainville  with  a  detachment  of  Broglio's  army,  as 
foon  as  Wangenheim  had  been  obliged  to  repafs  the  Wefer 
(as  we  have  related  in  the  feventh  chapter)  pufhed  into  the 
King  of  Pruflta's  dominions  on  that  fide,  and  laid  the  city 
and  dutchy  of  Halberrtadt  under  contribution.  In  the  eaft- 
ern  Pomerania,  the  Ruffians  had  inverted  Colberg  both  by 
land  and  fea,  and  preffed  that  city  with  a  clofe  and  unremit- 
ted liege.  The  king  could  fcarcely  hope  to  relieve  it.  In 
the  wertern  Pomerania,  the  Swedes  urged  forward  with  un- 
common vigour,  hoping  to  partake  in  the  plunder  of  Ber- 
lin ;  and  they  advanced  with  fuccefs.  In  Silefia,  the  king 
had  no  fooner  began  his  march  to  the  northward,  than 
Baron  Laudohn  profited  of  his  abfence  to  rufh  again  into 
that  country,  and  to  invert  the  rtrongand  important  fortrefs 
of  Cofel.  Whilrt  the  king's  dominions  were  thus  attacked 
in  fo  many  parts,  he  was  himfelf  attended  every  rtep  of  his 
march  by  the  fuperior  army  of  Count  Daun,  who  moved 
along  with  him  and  watched  him  with  the  moil  attentive 
vigilance.  His  condition  feemed  extremely  to  refemble  that 
to  which  he  had  been  reduced  in  the  autumn  immediately 
preceding  the  battle  of  Rofbach.  In  Silefia,  his  condition 
was  at  that  time  worfe;  but  he  was  then  in  the  poffeffion 
cf  Saxony,  of  which  in  this  campaign  he  was  wholly  de- 
prived. 

Saxony  was,  however,  ftill  his  great  object,  and  knowing 
that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  Brandenburg  on  his  approach, 
he  left  that  country  on  his  right,  and  continued  his  march 
to  the  Elbe,  which  he  pafs'd  on  the  25th  of  O&ober.  M. 
Daun  parted  it  the  fame  day.  The  two  champions  were  to 
engage  once  more  for  the  fo  often  contended  prize  ;  but 
now  every  difad vantage  was  en  the  fide  of  the  King  of 
Pruflia,  who  had  no  longer  any  place  of  llrength  in  that 
country,  and  all  the  magazines  he  had  amaffed  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  But  being  joined  by  his  generals 
Hulfen  and  P.  Eugene  of  Wirtemberg,  with  the  corps  un- 
der their  command,  he  advanced  up  the  Elbe,  whilft  M. 
Daun  fell  back  to  cover  Leipfic  and  Torgau;  but  finding 
the  Pruflians   directed  their  march  towards  the  Elbe,  he 
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encamped  within  reach  of  Torgau,  one  part  of  his  army 
extending  to  the  Elbe,  by  which  he  was  covered  on  that 
fide,  and  whilft  he  was  protected  on  every  other  quarter  by 
ponds,  hills,  and  woods,  it  was  impoflible  to  chufe  a  more 
advantageous  fituation,  in  which  above  80,000  men  were 
pofted  with  every  precaution  that  could  be  taken  by  a  weak 
army  in  the  moft  unlucky  pofition. 

The  King  of  Pruflia  was  extremely  fenfible  of  the 
ftrength,  the  advantageous  pofture,  and  the  precautions  of 
M.  Daun ;  he  could  have  no  hope  of  drawing  that  wary 
commander  from  his  poll ;  and  yet  he  faw  a  neceflity  of 
fighting  him  even  there.  The  winter  was  now  far  advanc- 
ed. His  troops  were  extremely  harrafled  by  fuch  long  and 
rapid  marches  :  and  he  had  no  place  for  their  winter-quar- 
ters but  his  own  country,  already  wafted  by  the  enemies 
incurfions ;  and  here  ftreightened  for  fubfiftence,  cut  off 
from  all  power  of  recruiting,  he  was  to  expect  to  be  attack- 
ed, as  it  were,  in  a  narrow  corner  by  the  combined  force 
of  fo  many  powerful  and  exafperated  enemies. 

In  thefe  circumftances  he  was  refolved  to  come  to  a  bat- 
tle. He  caufed  his  army  to  be  informed  that  he  was  to  lead 
them  to  a  moft  defperate  attempt,  that  his  affairs  required 
it,  and  that  he  was  determined  to  conquer  or  die  in  the  ex- 
pected engagement.  They  unanimouily  anfwered,  that 
they  would  die  along  with  him. 

Animated  by  this  declaration  he  began  his 
march ;  but  having  taken  a  refolution  as  daring  3d  Nov. 
as  could  be  dictated  by  defpair,  he  made  all  the 
difpofitions  with  as  much  ikill  and  care  as  could  be  fuggeft- 
ed  by  the  moft  guarded  prudence.  He  divided  his  army 
into  three  columns ;  General  Hulfen  with  one  was  to  take 
poft  in  a  wood  that  lay  on  the  left  of  the  Auftrian  army, 
and  had  orders  not  to  move  until  he  found  the  reft  of  the 
Pruflians  engaged.  General  Ziethen  was  to  charge  on  the 
right ;  the  great  attack  in  front  was  to  be  made  by  the  king 
in  perfon.  The  king  had  difpofed  his  force  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  either  his  right  or  left  muft  take  the  enemy  in 
rear  and  clofe  them  in,  fo  as  to  difable  them  from  under- 
taking any  thing  againft  the  part  where  he  intended  to  effect 
his  principal  attack.     This  was  the  king's  difpofition. 

M.  Daun  as  foon  as  he  perceived  that  the  King  of  Pruflia 
was  ferious  in  his  refolution  of  fighting,  to  prevent  confu- 
fion,  fent  all  his  baggage  over  the  Elbe,  acrofs  which  he 
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threw  three  bridges  to  be  ready  in  cafe  a  retreat  mould  be 
found  neceflary.  At  the  fame  time  he  caufed  Torgau  to  be 
evacuated.  And  then  extending  his  firft  line  to  a  village 
called  Zinne  on  the  left,  he  ftretched  it  to  another  called 
Grofwitz  on  the  right ;  fupporting  the  right  of  his  fecond 
line,  upon  the  Elbe. 

In  this  difpofition  he  was  found  when  about  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  the  King  began  his  attack,  and  was  receiv- 
ed with  the  fire  of  two  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  which 
were  difpofed  along  the  Auftrian  front.  Three  times  the 
Pruflians  were  led  on  ;  they  perfevered  in  their  attacks 
with  uncommon  refolution,  but  were  every  time  repulfed 
and  broken  with  a  mod  terrible  (laughter.  The  king  at 
length  ordered  a  frefh  body  of  his  cavalry  to  advance,  which 
at  firfl  compelled  the  Auftnans  to  give  way ;  but  as  frefh 
reinforcements  were  continually  poured  on  that  part,  this 
cavalry  was  in  its  turn  obliged  to  fall  back,  and  the  battle 
ftill  remained  at  leaft  dubious,  or  rather  inclined  againfl  the 
King  of  Pruflia,  whofe  troops,  as  they  had  made  aftonifhing 
efforts,  fo  they  fuffered  beyond  all  defcription.  But  whilft 
the  Pruflians  fuftained  themfelves  in  that  quarter  with  fuch 
extreme  difficulty,  General  Ziethen,  with  the  right  wing 
took  the  enemy  in  the  rear,  repulfed  them  and  poflefled 
himfelf  of  fome  eminences  which  commanded  the  whole 
Auftrian  army.  Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs  the  Pruflian 
infantry  once  more  advanced,  mattered  feveral  of  the 
enemy's  intrenchments,  and  made  way  for  a  new  attack  of 
their  cavalry,  which  broke  in  with  irrefiftible  impetuofity 
upon  the  Auflrians,  and  threw  feveral  bodies  of  them  into 
irreparable  diforder.  It  was  now  about  nine  o'clock,  the 
two  armies  were  involved  in  a  pitchy  darknefs  ;  yet  the  fire 
continued  without  intermiflion,  and  the  battalions  with  a 
blind  rage  difcharged  at  each  other  without  diftinguifhing 
friend  or  foe. 

M.  Daun  did  every  thing  in  the  difpofition  and  the  action, 
that  became  his  high  character.  But  he  was  obliged  to 
yield  to  the  miraculous  fortune  of  the  King  of  Pruffia.  He 
received  a  dangerous  wound  on  the  thigh,  and  was  carried 
from  the  field,  which  probably  difheartened  the  troops,  and 
baftened  the  defeat.  The  command  then  fell  on  the  Count 
O'Donnel,  who  finding  a  great  part  of  his  troops  in  difor- 
der, the  night  advanced,  and  the  enemy  pofTefled  of  emi- 
nences which  commanded  his  camp,  and  of  which  it  was 
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vain  to  think  of  difpoflefling  them,  ordered  a  retreat,  which 
was  conducted  in  this  darknefs  and  acrofs  the  Elbe  with 
wonderful  order  ;  none  were  loft  in  parting  the  bridges,  and 
far  the  greater  part  of  their  artillery  was  preferved.  The 
Pruffians  remained  mafters  of  this  well-fought  and  bloody 
field.  The  darknefs  hindered  them  from  molefting  the 
enemies  retreat  or  improving  their  victory,  which  they 
bought  at  the  expence  of  ten  thoufand  killed  and  wounded, 
and  about  three  thoufand  prifoners.  But  even  with  this  lofs, 
the  advantage  was  well  purchafed  :  it  was  a  neceflary  and  a 
glorious  victory.  It  re-eftablifhed  the  reputation  of  their 
arms ;  it  fecured  their  winter-quarters ;  and  gave  them 
again  the  poffeflion  of  a  great  part  of  Saxony. 

Probably  of  all  the  King  of  Pruflia's  battles,  this  was  the 
moft  important ;  and  it  was  that  in  the  conduct  of  which 
he  fhewed  the  greateft  (kill,  intrepidity,  and  perfeverance. 
His  troops  behaved  with  a  firmnefs  which  would  have  done 
honour  to  thofe  which  he  formerly  led  into  Bohemia.  In 
this  action  where  they  were  to  furmount  every  obftacle  and 
encounter  every  difficulty  and  danger  in  order  to  attack  fo 
great  and  excellent  an  army  as  the  Auftrian,  under  fuch  an 
accomplifhed  commander  as  M.  Daun,  their  number  did 
not  exceed  fifty  thoufand  men. 

The  lofs  of  the  Auftrians  was  very  great ;  the  number 
killed  and  wounded  is  not  indeed  accurately  known.  Pro- 
bably it  did  not  much,  if  at  all  exceed  the  lofs  on  the  fide 
of  the  victorious  army ;  but  the  prifoners  were  far  more 
numerous,  two  hundred  and  fixteen  officers  of  the  Auftri- 
ans were  taken,  among  whom  were  four  generals,  together 
with  eight  thoufand  of  the  common  fort.  The  king  in  this 
battle,  in  which  he  every  moment  expofed  his  life  to  the 
greateft  dangers,  received  a  flight  contufion  in  his  breaft  by 
a  mufket  fhot. 

The  Auftrians  difputed  the  victory  in  the  Gazettes.  But 
the  King  of  Pruffia  reaped  all  the  fruits  of  it  ;  he  recovered 
all  Saxony  except  Drefden  ;  it  had  been  the  extremity  of 
rafhnefs  to  have  commenced  the  fiege  of  that  place  in  the 
depth  of  winter,  and  in  the  fight  of  an  army  ftrongly  pofted, 
and  which  though  it  had  been  beaten  continued  after  its  de- 
feat, more  numerous  than  his  own.  His  troops  had  alrea- 
dy fuftained  fatigues  almoft  beyond  human  ftrength  ;  and 
the  moft  prudent  part  now  left  was  to  permi  them  to  en- 
joy a  little  repofe;  and  in  the  interval  of  action  to  prepare, 
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by  employing  the  means  his  victory  had  put  into  his  hands, 
for  the  arduous  work  01"  the  enfuing  campaign. 

Indeed  t&LQ  face  of  the  Pruflian  affairs  had  been  prodi- 
giously changed  fmce  the  day  in  which  their  enemies  had 
entered  Berlin.  It  was  obferved  that  the  taking  of  that  city 
had  been  DeforA  this  ominous  to  the  Auftnan  caufe  :  and 
that  General  Haddick's  expedition  agaimr.  it  in  1757,  had 
been  followed  by  the  victories  of  Rofbach  and  Liffa,  as  this 
irruption  was  by  that  of  Torgau.  There  was  fome  differ- 
ence between  the  former  victories  and  the  latter.  But  the 
Pruflians  drew  motives  of  confolation  and  hope  from  thefe 
coincidences.  There  was  alio  fomething  folid  in  the  advan- 
tages they  had  acquired.  After  the  King  of  Pruflia's  march 
had  delivered  Berlin,  General  Werner  marched  into  Pome- 
rania  ;  and  on  his  approach,  together  with  that  of  Winter, 
the  Ruffians  raifed  the  fiege  of  Colberg,  (which  they  had 
kept  fo  long  blocked  up  by  fea  and  land)  and  then  retired 
into  Poland,  not  having  been  able  to  effect  in  Pomerania  by 
the  operations  of  the  whole  year,  more  than  the  deveflation 
of  the  open  country.  Then  Werner  having  freed  the 
Eaftern,  flew  to  the  relief  of  the  Weftern  Pomerania,  where 
the  fuccefs  was  as  rapid,  and  more  brilliant.  He  defeated 
a  body  of  Swedes  which  was  polled  near  Paffewalk,  com- 
pelled them  to  retire  with  the  lofs  of  a  thoufand  men,  in 
killed  and  prifoners  ;  and  purfuinghis  advantage  with  fpint, 
the  Swedes  were  at  length  compelled  to  evacuate  the  Pruf- 
fian  Pomerania,  and  to  fall  back  upon  Stralfund. 

All  the  armies  of  the  Ruffians  at  length  quitted  the  king's 
territories.  General  Laudohn  abruptly  raifed  the  blockade  of 
Cofel;  and  afterwards  abandoning  Landfhut,  he  retired  into 
the  Auftrian  Silefia,  and  left  all  the  Pruflian  part  in  quiet. 
M.  Daun  after  the  battle  of  Torgau,  feeing  the  King  of 
Pruifa  attempt  nothing  againft  Drefden,  placed  one  part  of 
his  army  in  that  city,  and  cantoned  the  reft  in  thofe  ftrong 
pofts  which  lie  to  the  fouth  and  weft  of  it,  by  which  he 
commanded  the  Elbe  and  kept  open  his  communication  with 
Bohemia.  The  army  of  the  empire  retired  into  Franconia, 
and  placed  its  head  quarters  at  Bamberg. 

The  King  of  Pruflia  omitted  nothing  to  re-eftablifh  his 
affairs  ;  and  the  recovery  of  Saxony  gave  him  great  oppor- 
tunities for  that  purpofe.  We  may  judge  of  the  importance 
of  that  poffellion  by  the  refources  he  was  able  to  draw  from 
it.  He  demanded  of  the  circle  of  Leipfick  for  the  contribu- 
tions 
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tions  of  the  enfuing  year,  two  millions  of  crowns,  exclufive 
of  the  ordinary  revenue,  together  with  a  vaft  quantity  of 
forage  and  provifion.  From  all  the  other  parts  of  Mifnia 
which  he  held  he  exacted  in  the  fame  proportion.  He 
compelled  them  alfo  to  fupply  a  vaft  number  of  recruits : 
his  demand  was  twenty  thoufand  ;  and  though  it  be  certain 
that  they  could  not  fupply  fo  many,  yet  he  was  enabled  by 
the  recruits  furnifhed  by  Saxony  alone,  entirely  to  fill  up 
the  breaches  which  the  battle  of  Torgau  had  made  in  his 
battalions.  He  drew  alfo  vaft  refources  from  the  dutchy  of 
Mecklenburgh,  which  he  taxed  at  fome  millions  of  crowns, 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  provifion,  and  a  great  number  of 
recruits.  Thefe  he  infilled  either  on  receiving  immediately, 
or  that  the  duke  mould  enter  his  troops  into  the  PruiTian 
fervice.  It  is  faid  that  his  majefty  then  made  fome  fort  of 
treaty  or  compofition  with  the  duke,  whofe  condition  has 
been  from  the  beginning  of  the  war,  the  worft  that  can  be 
imagined.  For  his  fituation  is  fuch,  juft  behind  the  PruiTian 
dominions,  and  out  of  all  poifibility  of  communication  with 
the  grand  armies  of  his  allies,  that  he  cannot  be  benefited  by 
any  advantages  which  they  acquire  ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
fuffers  almoft  equally,  whether  the  King  of  Pruflia  be  vic- 
torious or  defeated  ;  and  his  dominions  muft  furnifh  the 
means  of  improving  the  king's  victories,  and  repairing  his 
lofles.  If  the  King  of  Pruftia  has  made  a  treaty  with  this 
Prince,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  almoft  wholly  in  his 
majefty*s  favour,  and  that  he  has  taken  care  that  he  fhall 
not  draw  much  lefs  profit  from  the  Duke  of  Mecklenburgh 
as  an  ally,  than  he  had  derived  from  him  as  an  enemy. 

In  fhort,  with  regard  to  extent  of  poffeflion,  the  King 
of  Pruffia  is  much  in  the  fame  fituation  in  which  he  was 
left  at  the  clofing  the  foregoing  campaign  ;  but  in  all  other 
refpects  his  condition  is  infinitely  preferable.  He  had  then 
indeed  the  fame  poffemons  in  Saxony ;  but  he  clofed  that 
campaign  with  the  lofs  of  two  battles,  deftru£tive  in  them- 
felves,  and  difgraceful  in  their  circumftances  :  he  clofed 
this  by  a  moft  beneficial  and  mod:  glorious  victory,  by  which 
the  reputation  of  his  arms,  greatly  tarnifhed,  was  reftored 
to  its  former  brightnefs,  and  which  in  its  confequences  has 
given  him  as  fair  a  profpect  of  fuccefs  as  he  can  have,  whilft 
the  alliance  againft  him  is  not  in  the  leaft  degree  weakened 
by  the  falling  off  of  the  moft  inconfideratle  member,  or 
the  abatement  of  the  fmalleft  degree  of  their  animofity. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    X. 

The  Allies  raife  the  ftege  of  Gottingen.  Winter  quarters 
and  fufferings  of  the  Britijh  troops.  Popular  debates  in 
England  concerning  the  German  war. 

THE  allied  army  in  Weftphalia  after  their  failure  on 
the  lower  Rhine,  turned  their  attention  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  the  Wefer,  and  made  a  vigorous  attempt  upon 
Gottingen,  which  from  the  22d  of  November,  until  the 
12th  of  the  following  month,  they  kept  blockaded.  But 
the  French  made  a  brave  defence,  and  having  taken  a  flrong 
poll  of  the  allies  in  a  fally,  they  compelled  them  to  1  aife  the 
blockade.  They  were  before  heartily  weary  of  it,  having 
fuffered  incredible  hardfhips,  both  in  this  and  all  the  other 
fervices  of  the  campaign,  in  which  they  had  fo  often  tra- 
versed that  great  tract  of  country  which  lies  between  the 
Maine,  the  Wefer,  and  the  Rhine :  and  though  the  winter 
continued  very  temperate  and  open,  fuch  unuiual  rains 
had  fallen,  that  the  waters  were  every  where  out,  and  the 
roads  fo  damaged,  that  their  provifions  could  fcarcely  arrive, 
or  their  communication  be  preferved. 

At  length  therefore,  they  fubmitted  to  go  into  winter 
quarters,  leaving  the  French  in  poflefTion  of  Hefle,  and  the 
whole  country  eaflward  of  the  Wefer  to  the  frontiers  of 
the  electorate  :  by  which  they  communicated  with  the 
Auftrians  and  Imperialifts,  and  prevented  the  fuccours  with 
which  the  King  of  Pruflia,  after  the  battle  of  Torgau,  had 
intended  to  reinforce  the  allied  army.  The  Englifh  troops 
were  cantoned  for  the  winter,  in  the  bifhopric  of  Pader- 
born  ;  and  Lord  Granby  eftablifhed  his  head  quarters  in 
the  city  of  that  name.  But  thefe  quarters  proved  a  very 
indifferent  place  of  repofe  for  the  Britifh  troops,  worn  out 
with  the  fatigues  of  fo  laborious  a  campaign,  partly  from 
the  natural  penury  of  the  country  ;  and  partly  from  the 
vaft  numbers  to  be  fupported,  at  a  time  when  the  fphere  of 
their  fubfrftence  was  extremely  ftreightened  ;  and  even  that 
narrow  fphere  exhaurted  by  having  been  four  years  the  feat 
of  war.  This  fcarcity  was  increafed  by  the  difficulty  of  the 
roads,  and  probably  in  fome  degree  by  the  avarice  of  con- 
tractors, over  whom,  feveral  were  of  opinion,  as  ftriQ:  a 
watch  had  not  been  kept,  as  is  at  all  times  neceflary  for  that 
fort  of  people. 

But 
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But  whatever  were  the  caufes  of  this  fcarcity  ;  it  was  bit- 
terly felt  by  the  troops,  and  was  accompanied  by  difeafes 
which  thinned  them  extremely.  This  raifed  a  general  dif- 
content  in  the  army,  which  was  fpeedily  communicated  to 
England,  where  the  people  during  the  preceding  year,  not 
having  been  {truck  with  thofe  brilliant  advantages  which 
diftinguifh  an  offenfive  campaign,  did  not  confine  their  com- 
plaints to  the  conduct  of  the  war,  but  began  to  fall  into  an 
almoft  general  diflike  of  the  very  fyftem  upon  which  it 
was  purfued. 

Much  of  the  old  difpute  between  the  naval  and  continen- 
tal fchemes  was  renewed  ;  and  enforced  with  many  addi- 
tional topics.  The  alliances  of  the  war  in  Germany  were 
feverely  criticifed.  "  We  are  purfuing,  faid  they,  a  fyftem, 
by  which  we  mud  certainly  lofe  all  the  advantages  which 
we  acquired  for  the  fhort  time  we  followed  one  that  was 
more  national,  and  fuitable  to  our  circumftances ;  a  fyftem 
of  all  others  the  moft  abfurd  ;  a  fyftem  in  which  defeats  ar$ 
attended  with  their  ufual  fatal  effe&s,  and  in  which  even 
victory  itfelf  cannot  fave  us  from  ruin.  We  will  not  enter, 
faid  they,  into  that  long  and  vainly  agitated  queftion,  Whe- 
ther we  ought  to  take  any  part  in  the  differences  which 
may  arife  between  the  powers  on  the  continent  ?  This 
difquifition  is  foreign  to  the  prefent  purpofe ;  and  it  is  be- 
fides  of  too  vague  and  general  a  nature  to  admit  any  precife 
determination ;  but  this  undoubtedly  may  be  aflerted,  that 
we  can  never,  confidently  with  common  prudence,  engage 
in  a  continental  war  againft  France,  without  a  concurrence 
in  our  favour  of  the  other  powers  on  the  continent.  This 
was  the  continental  fcheme  of  the  great  King  William  ;  and 
this  principle  the  foundation  of  the  grand  alliance  which  he 
projected,  and  at  the  head  of  which,  in  defence  of  the  li- 
berties of  Europe,  he  made  the  moft  auguft  appearance  to 
which  human  nature  can  be  raifed.  It  was  on  this  princi- 
ple, that  in  conjunction  with  half  Europe,  we  carried  on 
the  war  with  fo  much  honour  and  fuccefs  againft  France, 
under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  But  to  engage  in  a  con- 
tinental war  with  that  power,  not  only  unafiifted  but  oppoi- 
ed  by  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  ftates  with  whom  we  were 
then  combined,  is  an  attempt  never  to  be  juftified  by  any 
comparative  calculation  of  the  populoufnefs,  the  revenues, 
or  the  general  ftrength  of  the  two  nations.  It  is  a  def- 
perate  ftruggle,  which  muft  finally  end  in  our  ruin. 

But 
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But  what  is  the  fcene  which  we  have  chofen  for  this 
druggie  ?  We  have  chofen  Germany;  the  very  fpot  of  all 
others  which  the  French,  if  they  had  their  choice,  would 
have  pointed  out  to  us.  By  making  Germany  the  theatre 
of  war,  they  fee  that  country  wafted  and  deftroyed,  the 
ftrength  of  which  has  always  proved  the  greateft  bulwark 
againft  their  overbearing  ambition.  They  fee  the  fwords 
of  the  Germans,  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  that  vaft  and 
populous  country,  turned  againft  each  other  ;  and  they  fee 
with  joy  the  Englifh,  whofe  intereft  it  is  to  fave  them  as 
much  as  poflible,  co-operating  with  her  blood  and  trea- 
fures,  to  compleat  the  difunion,  and  confequently  the  de- 
folation  of  Germany.  In  a  war  in  that  country  France  has 
many  advantages :  (he  fupports  her  armies  in  a  great  degree 
by  pillaging  thofe  whom  in  every  refpect  it  is  her  intereft  to 
weaken.  She  is  not  very  remote  from  her  own  frontiers, 
from  whence  (he  is  eafily  provided,  eafily  recruited  ;  and  by 
means  of  which  a  great  part  of  the  public  money  is  expend- 
ed in  the  country  where  it  is  raifed.  Is  (he  unfuccefsful  ? 
fhe  is  brought  thereby  but  the  nearer  to  her  frontiers,  fup- 
ports her  troops  with  ftill  the  greater  facility,  and  exhaufts 
ftill  lefs  the  natural  wealth  of  her  people.  Even  fuppofe 
the  French  army  driven  into  France  ;  even  then  thefe  ad- 
vantages on  her  fide  are  increafed;  and  very  obvious  cir- 
cumftances  render  it  impoflible  for  the  allied  army  to  pufti 
their  fuccels  on  the  German  frontiers  of  France  to  any  de- 
cifive  confequence. 

But  to  the  Englifh,  every  thing  is  unfavourable  in  fuch 
a  war;  their  greateft  fuccefles  will  only  carry  them  to 
greater  diftance  from  their  refources,  and  every  ftep  of 
their  progrefs  muft  make  the  tranfport  of  provifion,  artillery, 
ammunition,  and  the  infinite  impediments  of  a  large  army 
more  difficult,  and  in  the  end  altogether  impracticable.  This 
is  not  fpeculation  ;  the  events  which  followed  the  battle  of 
Crevelt  have  proved  it.  Prince  Ferdinand,  victorious  in 
that  action,  was  obliged,  rather  from  the  difficulty  of  fub- 
fifting,  than  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  to  repafs  the 
Rhine,  and  to  bring  back  to  Germany  that  war  with  which 
he  threatened  France.  It  is  thus,  that  upon  this  plan,  vic- 
tory itfelf  cannot  fave  us,  and  that  all  our  fuccefTes  ferveonly 
to  accumulate  new  diftrefles,  new  difficulties,  new  charges. 
Whilft  France,  who  has  only  contracted  her  expences  by 
the  lofs  of  her  navy,  encourages  us   to  enter  deeper  and 

deeper 
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deeper  into  the  inextricable  toils  of  a  German  war,  in  which 
we  wafte  our  ftrength  only  to  entangle  ourfelves  further. 
She  holds  the  firings,  and  can  never  be  tired  out  at  this 
game.  From  all  this  arifes  an  expence  unknown  even  in 
thought  to  our  forefathers,  and  which  the  fingle  revenue  of 
England  is  by  no  means  able  to  bear.  The  allies,  if  they 
deferve  the  name,  fupply  not  the  fmalleft  part  of  it.  The 
Hanoverians  and  Heflians  contribute  to  our  fervice  only  by 
enabling  us  to  protract  {till  longer  our  efforts  in  a  fyftem,  in 
which  nothing  can  fo  effectually  ferve  us  as  being  defeated 
as  early  as  poiTLble. 

As  to  the  King  of  PrufTia,  what  we  pay  to  that  monarch, 
may  rather  be  confidered  as  tribute  than  fubfidy  ;  fince  we 
receive  nothing  in  return :  and  that  far  from  being  able  to 
afford  any  relief  to  our  armies,  he  is  fcarcely  in  a  condition 
to  fupport  himfelf.  So  that  this  alliance  is  worfe  than  the 
former,  as  it  is  an  heavy  charge  compenfated  not  only  with 
no  real,  but  even  with  no  apparent  or  fhewy  advantage. 
Indeed,  he  is  an  ally  the  laft  in  the  world  we  ought  to  have 
chofen,  on  account  of  his  long  connection  with  our  worft 
enemies,  the  mean  and  the  hoftle  fentiments  he  has  always 
entertained  towards  us,  the  injuries  he  has  done  us,  and  the 
general  lightnefs  of  his  faith  with  regard  to  his  former  allies. 
We  regard  him,  it  is  true,  as  the  protector  of  the  Proteftant 
religion  ;  but  how  lightly  he  thinks  of  all  religion  his  writ- 
ings teftify  ;  and  what  mifchiefs  he  has  done  the  Proteftant 
caufe  in  particular,  this  war  will  be  a  lafting  memorial. 
When  he  entered  Saxony,  a  Proteftant  country,  he  found 
that  religion  no  ways  molefted  in  thofe  places,  where  it  had 
been  eftablifhed  or  tolerated  by  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia. 
Even  in  the  Popifh  dominions  the  perfecution  began  to  lofe 
fomething.of  its  edge,  when  he  under  the  name  of  its  pro- 
tector, brought  upon  it  as  great  a  calamity  as  its  moft  deter- 
mined enemies  could  have  wifhed  ;  by  dividing  the  reform- 
ed ftates  of  the  empire,  and  fetting  Proteftants  to  cut  the 
threats  of  Proteftants,  whilft  all  the  Popifh  powers  have 
been  forced  into  a  ftrict  confederacy. 

Had  we  kept  ourfelves  clear  of  this  ruinous  fyftem  ;  and 
Inftead  of  engaging  France  on  her  ftrong  fide,  attacked  and 
vanquished  her  colonies,  one  after  another,  we  might  with- 
out exhaufting  our  own  ftrength  have  gradually  wafted  away 
the  principal  refources  of  her  trade,  and  whilft  we  continued 
this  method,  have  as  little  reafon  to  grow  tired  of  a  war 
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(the  whole  funds  of  which  would  be  fpent  at  home)  as 
France  has  to  grow  weary  in  the  prefent  manner  of  carry- 
ing it  on.  If  the  powers  on  the  continent  were  left  with- 
out our  interpofition  to  do  their  own  bufinefs,  they  would 
probably  better  underfland  and  better  defend  their  own 
rights.  At  worft  let  France  enter,  let  them  conquer,  let 
them  poffefs  Hanover ;  there  is  no  mifchief  they  can  do  that 
country  greater  than  it  fuffers  by  the  prefent  war ;  and  we 
not  exhaufting  ourfelves  by  a  fruitlefs  defence,  mould  in  the 
end  by  the  entire  pofleflion  of  the  French  colonies,  be  able, 
befides  the  fecurity  of  our  own  juft  claims,  to  reftore  the 
Hanoverian  dominions  to  their  lawful  fovereign,  and  even 
to  procure  fome  indemnification  for  what  they  might  have 
fuffered  in  our  quarrel." 

This  is  pretty  nearly  the  fubftance  of  what  was  urged 
againfl  the  German  fyftem  ;  and  the  argument  was  con- 
ducted with  great  management  and  addrefs,  and  interfperfed 
with  a  number  of  topics  well  calculated  to  fpread  difcontent,. 
and  to  place  in  an  odious  light  every  ftep  taken  in  thofe  al- 
liances and  in  that  war.  Many,  however,  ftrongly  adhered 
to  that  method,  and  they  anfwered  "  That  the  beft  rea- 
fons  on  the  other  fide  were  more  fpecious  than  folid  ;  and 
that  the  chief  writings  againfl  our  German  connections  were 
declamations  rather  than  arguments.  That  the  complaint 
of  the  expence  of  this  war  was  in  fome  meafure  juft  ;  but 
if  the  advantage  was  in  any  degree  equivalent,  the  expence 
was  incurred  to  good  purpofe.  That  France  by  engaging 
fo  heartily  as  fhe  has  done  in  the  German  war,  has  drawn 
away  fo  much  of  her  attention  and  her  revenue  from  her 
navy,  that  it  enabled  us  to  give  fuch  a  blow  to  her  maritime 
ftrength,  as  pofllbly  lhe  may  never  be  able  to  recover.  Her 
engagement  in  the  German  war,  has  likewife  drawn  her 
from  the  defence  of  her  colonies,  by  which  means  we  have 
conquered  fome  of  the  mod  confiderable  fhe  poflefTed.  It 
has  withdrawn  her  from  the  protection  of  her  trade,  by 
which  it  is  entirely  deftroyed,  whilft  that  of  England  has 
never  in  the  profoundeft  peace  been  in  fo  flourifhing  a  con- 
dition. So  that  by  embarking  in  this  German  war,  France 
has  fuffered  herfelf  to  be  undone,  fo  far  as  regards  her  par- 
ticular and  immediate  quarrel  with  England.  But  has  me 
had  in  Germany  fuch  fucceffes  as  will  counterbalance  this 
lofs  ?  Far  from  it.  At  this  moment  fhe  is  infinitely  lefs  ad- 
vanced than  fae  was  the  year  fhe  entered  Germany,  after 

having 


r/ob.  The  History  of  the  War.  331 

having  fpent  fuch  immenfe  fums  of  money,  and  loft  by  the 
fword,  by  difeafe,  and  by  defertion,  at  leaft  100,000  of  her 
people. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  account  ftands  thus  with  regard 
to  England  ;  deeply  embarked  as  fhe  has  been  in  this  Ger- 
man, war,  in  her  particular  quarrel  with  France,  {he  has 
been  carried  along  with  an  almoft  uninterrupted  tide  of  fuc- 
cefs.  She  has  taken  many  of  the  French  colonies ;  fhe  has 
deftroyed  their  navy  and  their  trade,  and  having  infulted 
the  enemies  co&fts,  has  ruined  an  harbour  which  might  one 
day  prove  very  obnoxious  to  us.  Then  how  ftands  the  ac- 
count in  Germany  ?  The  French  have  been  there  frequent- 
ly defeated :  Hanover  has  been  recovered  and  protected  : 
The  'King  ef  Pruftia  has  been  preferved  fo  long  at  leaft 
from'  the  rage  of  his  enemies,  and  in  general  the  liberty  of 
Germany  has  been  hitherto  fecured.  So  that  if  we  have 
incurred  a  great  expence,  we  have  done  by  it  infinitely 
more  than  France  has  done  at  an  expence  much  greater 
than  ours.  For  the  advocates  who  declaim  againft  the 
King  of  Pruftia,  feem  to  have  forgot  that  the  charge  of 
the  French  army  muft  exceed  ours,  as  the  number  of  their 
troops  to  be  paid,  exceeds  the  difference  between  French 
and  Englifh  pay.  Thofe  on  the  Englifh  eftablifhment  in 
Germany,  have  at  no  time  exceeded  25,000,  and  the  reft 
of  the  confederates  ferve  very  nearly  on  the  fame  terms  with 
the  French.  Not  to  mention  thefubftdies  fo  greatly  fupe- 
rior  to  ours,  which  that  power  pays  to  ftates  from  whom 
fhe  has  not  a  fingle  regiment  to  augment  her  armies.  Thus, 
although  by  our  victories,  France  is  relieved  from  the 
charge  of  her  navy,  and  that  of  the  defence  of  fome  of 
her  moft  confiderable  colonies,  the  German  war  alone  has 
brought  her  finances  to.  a  diftrefs  of  which  the  whole  world 
has  been  witnefs.  And  .nothing  lefs'couW  have  happened  ; 
the  expence  however  contracted  was  ftiSl  enormous ;  and 
the  refource  of  every  "war,  trade,  was  almoft  wholly  de- 
stroyed. In  England,  the  expence  was  alfo  undoubtedly 
great  :•  but  then,  the  old  trade  ftill  remained  to  fupply  it, 
and  new  channels  were  opened.  Had  we  lain  by  and  tame- 
ly beheld  Germany  in  part  poffefled,  and  the  reft  compel- 
led to  receive  laws  from  France,  the  war  there  would  foon 
have  been  brought  to  an  end  ;  and  France,  ftrengthened  by 
victory,  by  conqueft  and  alliance,  would  have  the  whole 
force  and  whole  revenue  of  her  mighty,  monarchy  free  to 
4cr,  againft  us  alone.  T  t  2  They 


332  The  History  of  the  War.  176©, 

They  argued  further,  that  common  faith  obliged  us  to 
an  adherence  to  our  engagements  both  with  Hanover  and 
Pruflia ;  and  that  the  pleaded  incapacity  to  aflift  them  ari- 
fing  from  the  greatnefs  of  the  charge  could  not  excufe  us  ; 
becaufe  the  incapacity  was  not  real  ;  and  if  the  expencc 
was  inconvenient,  we  ought  to  have  looked  to  that  when 
we  contracted  our  engagements.  That  it  was  not  true, 
that  we  received  no  advantage  from  our  alliance  with  the 
King  of  Pruflia  ;  for  if  it  be  once  admitted,  that  we  en- 
tered with  any  reafon  into  the  German  war  (which  they 
fuppofed  proved)  then  the  King  of  Pruflia  has  been  very 
materially  ferviceable  to  us  ;  becaufe  it  was  his  victory  at 
Rofbach,  and  the  reinforcement  from  his  troops,  which 
has  enabled  us  to  do  all  that  has  fince  been  atchieved.  In 
the  like  manner,  if  the  fupport  of  \  the  proteflant  religion 
be  any  part  of  our  care, .  that  religion  muft  fuffer  eminent- 
ly by  the  ruin  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  ;  for  though  the  wri- 
tings attributed  to. his  Pruflian  majefty  be  fuch,  as  if  really 
his,  reflect  on  account  of  their  impiety  great  difgrace  on 
his  character  as  a  man,  yet  as  a  king,  in  his  public  and  por 
litical  capacity,  he  is  the  natural  protector  of  the  proteflant 
religion  in  Germany;  and  it  will  always  be  his  interefl  to 
defend  it.  .  «  ,     " 

We  fhali  not  pre  fume  to  determine,  which  party  has  the 
right  iide  of  this  queflion  ;  it  was  once  undoubtedly  a  quef- 
tion  very  fit  to  be  difcufled  with  great  care  ;  but  having 
chofen  our  party/ it  is  at  prefent  little  more  than  a  matter 
of  political  (peculation. 

CHAP.     XII." 

• 
Thurot  fails  from  Dunkirk.  Puts  into  Gottenburg  and 
Bergen.  Puts  into  the  '  IJle  of  II ay.  He  takes  Carried 
fergus.  Sails  from  thence.  He  is  killed,,  and  bis  whole 
fquadron  taken.  War  in  America.  General  Amherfi 
goes  down  the  river  St.  Laurence.  General  Murray 
marches  from  Quebec.  Montreal  furrenders.  Cherokee 
war.  Affairs  of  the  Eajl -Indies.  Lally  defeated  by 
Coote. 

BEfore  we  refume   the  account  of  the  war  in  America, 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  take  fome  notice  of  the  attempt 
of  the  celebrated  Thurot.     It  happened  much  earlier  in  the 

year, 
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year,  than  the  events  which  we  have  juft  related.  But  to 
avoid  breaking  the  thread  of  the  more  important  events  in 
Germany,  we  have  referved  it  for  this  place. 

The  reader  will  remember,  that  in  the  French  fcheme 
for  invading  thefe  iflands,  (which  was  defcribed  as  it  then 
appeared  to  us  in  the  4th  chapter  of  the  annals  of  1  759,)  a 
fmall  fquadron  was  prepared  at  Dunkirk,  under  Monfieur 
Thurot,  the  deftination  of  which  moft  people  at  that  time 
imagined  to  have  been  for  Scotland.  But,  it  has  fince  ap- 
peared, that  this  little  fquadron  was  intended  to  make  a  d^ 
verfion  on  the  north  coaft  of  Ireland,  whilft  the  grand  fleet 
under  Monfieur  de  Conflans,  made  the  principal  defcent  in 
ibme  of  the  fouthern  parts  of  that  kingdom.  The  manner 
in  which  the  latter  and  principal  part  of  this  project  failed, 
has  already  been  related  among  the  tranfactions  of  that 
year.  It  remains  now  to  give  fome  account  of  the  part  in 
which  Thurot  was  concerned. 

His  fquadron,  confifting  of  five  frigates,  on  board  of 
which  were  1 270- land  foldiers,  failed  from  the  port  of 
Dunkirk  on  the  5th  of  October  1759.  They  had  been 
blocked  up  until  that  time  by  an  Englifh  fleet  ;  but  under 
favour  of  an  hazy  night,  they  put  out  to  fea,  and  arrived  at 
Gottenburg  in  Sweden  ten  days  after.  From  thence  they 
made  to  Bergen  in  Norway.  In  thefe  voyages,  the  men 
were  reduced  by  ficknefs,  and  the  veffels  themfelves  had 
fo  fuffered  by  florins,  that  they  were  obliged  to  fend  one 
of  the  moft  confiderable  of  them  back  to  France.  It  was 
not  until  the  5  th  of  December,  that  they  were  able  to  fail 
directly  for  their  place  of  deftination.  But  their  old  ill  for- 
tune purfued  them  with  frefh  difappcintments.  For  near 
three  months  they  beat  backward  and  forward  amongft  the 
weftern  ifles  of  Scotland,  having  in  vain  attempted  a  conve- 
nient landing  near  Derry.  In  this  tedious  interval  they  fuf- 
fered every  pofTible  hardfhip.  Their  men  were  thinned  and 
difheartned.  Another  of  their  fhips  was  feparated  from 
them,  of  which  they  never  heard  more.  The  now  remain- 
ing three  were  extremely  mattered,  and  their  crews  fuffer- 
ed extremely  by  famine.  This  obliged  them  to 
put  into  the  ifle  of  Hay  ;  where  they  refitted  and  Feb.  16. 
took  in  fome  cattle  and  provifion?,  whijch  were 
liberally  paid  for  by  the  generous  adventurer  who  command- 
ed, and  who  behaved  in  all  refpects  with  his  ufual  courteiy 
and  humanity. 

Here 
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Here  they  heard  for  the  firft  time  of  the  defeat  of  Con- 
flans's  fquadron.  This  was  a  circumftance  of  great  dif- 
couragement.  But  as  Thurot  could  not  be  fure  that  this 
intelligence  was  not  given  to  deceive  him  ;  he  periuted  in 
his  refolution  to  fail  for  Ireland.  Indeed  he  had  fcarcely 
any  other  choice  ;  for  he  was  fo  poorly  victualled,  that  he 
could  not  hope  without  fome  refremment,  to  get  back  to 
France.  And  he  was  further  urged  on  by  his  love  of  glory, 
Btf  fmall  fhare  of  which  he  was  certain  to  add  to  his  cha- 
racter, if  he  could  ftrike  a  blow  of  never  fo  little  impor- 
tance on  the  coaft  of  Ireland  :  For  by  this  he  might  make 
fome  appearance  of  having  revenged  the  many  infults 
which  had  been  offered  to  the  coaft  of  France, 

Full  of  thefe  ideas,  he  arrived  before  the  town  of  Car- 
rickfergus on  the  28th  of  February ;  and  landed  his  troops, 
now  reduced  to  about  600  men,  the  day  following.  They 
were  augmented  by  draughts  from  his  feamen  to  near  1000. 
Thefe  he  formed  on  the  beach,  and  moved  to  the  attack  of 
the  town.  Carrickfergus  is  furrounded  by  an  old  wall  ruin- 
ous in  many  places.  Colonel  Jennings  commanded  about 
four  companies  in  the  town,  moftly  of  new  raifedmen,  ex- 
tremely ill  provided  with  ammunition,  and  no  way  prepa- 
red for  this  attack,  which  they  had  not  the  leaft  reafon 
to  expect.  However,  they  fhut  the  gates,  fent  off  the 
French  prifoners  to  Belfaft,  and  took  all  the  meafures  their 
circumftances  would  admit.  The  enemy  advanced  and 
attacked  the  gates.  There  was  no  cannon  ;  but  the  gates 
were  defended  with  effect  by  mufquet  (hot,  until  the  am- 
munition was  fpent.  Then  the  garrifon  retired  into  the 
caftle,  which  having  a  breach  in  the  wall  near  50  feet  in 
extent,  was  no  ways  tenable.  They  therefore  furrendered 
prifoners  of  war  with  terms  of  fafety  for  the  town. 

Thurot  as  foon  as  he  was  mafter  of  Carrickfergus,  iffu- 
ed  orders  to  Belfafl  to  fend  him  a  quantity  of  wine  and  pro- 
vifions ;  he  made  the  fame  demand  to  the  magiftrates  of 
Carrickfergus,  which  they  having  imprudently  refufed  to 
comply  with,  the  town  was  plundered.  Thurot  having 
victualled,  and  gained  as  much  reputation  by  this  action  as 
could  be  expected  from  a  fleet  which  was  no  more  than  a 
fort  of  wreck  of  the  grand  enterprife,  let  fail  for  France. 
But  he  had  not  left  the  bay  of  Carrickfergus  many  hours, 
when  near  the  coaft  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  he  perceived  three 
fail  that  bore  down  upon  him.     Thefe  were  three  Englifh 

frigates 
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frigates  which  happened  to  be  in  the  harbour  of  Kinfale, 
when  Thurot  made  his  defcent ;  the  duke  of  Bedford,  lord 
lieutenant,  difpatched  orders  to  the  commander  of  the  fri- 
gates to  go  in  queft  of  the  French  armament.  The  Englifh 
frigates  were  one  of  36  guns  commanded  by  Capt.  Elliott ; 
and  two  of  32. 

Such  was  their  diligence  and  fuccefs,  that  they  overtook 
Thurot's  fquadron  before  they  could  get  out  of  the  Irifh  fea. 
They  were  exactly  three  frigates  to  three.  The  French 
fhips  were  much  the  larger,  and  their  men  much  more  nu- 
merous ;  but  both  mips  and  men  were  in  a  bad  condition. 
A  (harp  and  clofe  engagement  began.  None  of  the  French 
could  poffibly  efcape,  and  they  mull  take  or  be  taken. 
Thurot  did  all  that  could  be  expected  from  the  intrepidity 
of  his  character  ;  he  fought  his  fhip  until  me  had  her  hold 
almoit.  filled  with  water,  and  her  decks  covered  with  dead 
bodies.  At  length  he  was  killed.  The  crew  of  his  fhip, 
and  by  her  example  thofe  of  the  other  two,  difpirited  by 
this  blow,  and  preffed  with  uncommon  alacrity  by  the  fig- 
nal  bravery  of  Capt.  Elliott,  and  thofe  who  commanded  un- 
der him,  (truck,  and  were  carried  into  Ramfay  Bay  in  the 
Ifle  of  Man.  Even  this  inconfiderable  action  added  to  the 
glory  of  the  Englifh  arms.  None  had  been  better  conduct- 
ed, or  fought  with  greater  refolution.  This  fole  infult  on 
our  coafls  was  feverely  punifhed  ;  and  not  a  veffel  concern- 
ed in  it  efcaped.  The  public  indeed  lamented  the  death  of 
the  brave  Thurot,  who  even  wfulft  he  commanded  a  priva- 
teer, fought  lefs  for  plunder  than  honour  ;  whofe  behavi- 
our was  on  all  occafions  full  of  humanity  and  generofity  ; 
and  whofe  undaunted  courage  raifed  him  to  rank,  and  me- 
rited diftinction.  His  death  fecured  the  glory  he  always 
fought :  he  did  not  live  to  be  brought  a  prifoner  into  En- 
gland ;  or  to  hear  in  France  thofe  malignant  criticifms, 
which  fo  often  attend  unfortunate  bravery.  This  was  the 
fate  of  the  laft  remaining  branch  of  that  grand  armament, 
which  had  fo  long  been  the  hope  of  France,  the  alarm  of 
England,  and  the  object  of  general  attention  to  all  Eu- 
rope (a). 

In 


(a)  Capt. -Elliott's  Account  of  his  Engagement  ivith  Movf.  'Thurot. 
in  a  Letter  to  f?is  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
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In  America,  the  French  had  no  great  reafon  to  boaft  of 
their  fuccefs.  The  action  of  Sillery  only  gained  them,  by 
an   immenfe  effuficn   of  their  blood,  a  victory  which  was 

attended 


/EoluSy  in  Ram/ay  Bay,  Feb.    29,    1 760. 
My   Lord, 

I  Had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  on  the  26th  inft.  off  Dublin, 
but  very  incorrectly  and  in  great  hafte,  as  I  that  minute  had  in- 
formation from  the  nfhermen,  that  the  enemy  were  then  at  Car- 
rickfergus,  I  made  all  the  difpatch  pofiible  to  attack  them  there, 
and  got  off  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  that  evening,  but  the  wind 
being  contrary  and  blowing  very  hard  I  could  not  get  in. 

On  the  28th,  at  four  in  the  morning,  we  got  fight  of  them  un- 
der fail,  and  gave  chace  ;  about  nine  I  got  up  along  fide  their 
Commodore,  and,  in  a  few  minutes  after,  the  engagement  be- 
came general,  and  continued  very  brilkly  for  an  hour  and  a  half, 
when  they  all  three  (truck  their  colours. 

They  proved  to  be  the  Marjhal  Belleifle,  of  44  guns  and  545 
men,  M.  Tburot,  commander,  who  is  killed  ;  the  La  Blonde,  of 
32  guns  and  400  men,  and  the  Terpfichore,  of  26  guns  and  300 
men  (including  the  troops  in  this  number).  I  put  in  here  to  refit 
the  (hips  who  are  all  greatly  difabled  in  their  mails  and  rigging  ; 
the  Marjhal  BelleiJJe  in  particular,  who  loft  her  bowfprit,  mizen- 
maft,  and  main-yard  in  the  adtion,  and  it  is  with  much  difficulty 
we  keep  her  from  finking. 

I  have  acquainted  my  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty 
with  the  particulars  by  exprefs,  and  I  purpofe  returning  to  fome 
port  in  England  &s  foon  as  the  (hips  can  poifibly  be  repaired.  Sub- 
joined is  a  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 

/  am, 

My  Lord, 

Tour  Grace's 

Moji  bumble,  and  mojl  obedient  Servant,    * 

JOHN  ELLIOTT. 

In  his  Majefty's  Ships,  Killed.  Wounded, 

i^olus,  4  15 

Pallas,  1  5 

Brilliant, o  n 

5  3* 
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attended  with  no  advantageous  confequences.  Vaudreuil, 
the  governor  of  Canada,  after  Levy  had  been  compelled 
to  raife  the  fiege  of  Quebec,  fixed  his  head-quarters  at 
Montreal,  to  make  if  poffible  a  laft  ftahd  in  that  place  ; 
for  v/hich  purpofe  he  carried  in  all  his  ports ;  and  here  he 
collected  the  whole  regular  force  that  remained  in  Canada. 
At  the  fame  time  he  fought  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  peo- 
ple by  various  rumours  and  devices,  which  he  practifed  on 
their  credulity.  But  Monfieur  Vaudreuil's  greateft  hope, 
was  not  in  his  artifices,  nor  his  force,  but  in  the  fituation 
of  Canada,  which  is  much  harder  to  be  entered,  than 
when  the  enemy  has  entered  it,  to  be  conquered.  On  the 
fide  where  the  mod  confiderable  part  of  the  Britifh  force 
was  to  aft,  it  is  covered  with  vaft  impenetrable  woods, 
morafies,  and  mountains ;  the  only  tolerable  entrance  for  an 
army,  is  by  the  river  St.  Laurence  ;  and  the  navigation  of 
this  river  is  rendered  extremely  difficult  and  hazardous  by 
the  number  of  fhallows,  rifts  and  falls,  that  lie  between 
the  difcharge  of  Ontario  and  the  ifle  of  Montreal.  Vau- 
dreuil was  in  expectation,  that  the  preparations  neceffary 
for  conducting  an  army  through  fuch  a  long  and  difficult 
way,  would  neceffarily  confume  fo  much  of  the  fummer, 
as  not  to  leave  fnfficient  time  for  the  operations  abfolutely 
necefTary  to  reduce  the  remainder  of  Canada.  He  did  not 
apprehend  much  danger  from  the  garrifon  of  Quebec, 
which  had  been  weakened  by  its  defeat  in  the  fpring.  Thefe 
confederations  gave  him  fome  confidence  that  he  might  pro- 
tract the  war  fomewhat  longer,  and  another  year  might 
poiTibly  give  fortune  an  opportunity  to  take  fome  turn  in  his 
favour. 

But  Mr.  Amherft,  whofe  calm  and  fteady  refolution  no 
difficulties  could  overcome,  was  taking  the  mofl  effectual 
meafures  to  defeat  his  expectations.  His  plan  was  difpofed 
in  this  manner.  Brig.  Gen.  Murray  had  orders  to  advance 
towards  Montreal,  on  his  fide,  with  all  the  troops  which 
could  be  fpared  from  the  garrifon  of  Quebec.  Colonel 
Haviland  failed  from  Crown  Point,  and  took  poffeffion  of 
the  Ifle  au  Noix,  which  had  been  abandoned  by  the  enemy 
on  the  28th  of  Auguft,  and  from  thence  had  orders  to  pro- 
ceed directly  to  the  city-  of  Montreal.  His  own  army, 
confilling  of  about  10,000  men,  he  propofed  to  tranfport 
hy  the  way  of  Lake  Ontario  into  the  river  St.  Laurence. 
Thus  he  propofed  entirely  to  furround  the  laft  place  of  im- 
U  u  portance 
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pcrtance  which  the  enemy  poflfeffed,  and  by  the  motion  of 
the  three  armies,  in  three  fuch  different  routs,  to  render  it 
impoflible  for  them  to  form  an  effectual  oppofition  to  any  of 
his  corps. 

Having  laid  this  general  plan,  he  left  Shenecla- 
June  21.  dy  on  the  frontiers  of  New  York,  and  parted  up 
the  Mohawks  river  and  down  that  of  the  Oneidas, 
to  Ofwego,  where  he  arrived  on  the  9th  of  July.  The 
army  he  had  collected  there,  confided  of  about  10,000 
men,  regulars  and  provincials.  Sir  Wm,  Johnfon  brought 
1000  favages  of  the  Iroquois  or  five  nations  ;  the  greateft 
number  of  that  race  of  men  which  was  ever  feen  in  arms  in 
the  caufe  of  England. 

It  was  a  matter  of  the  greateft  difficulty  to  tranfport  fo 
numerous  an  army,  the  whole  of  its  artillery,  its  ammuni- 
tion, and  all  its  provifion,  over  the  expanfe  of  that  vaft 
lake  in  open  boats  and  gallies  ;  it  required  the  greateft  cau- 
tion and  the  exacleft  order,  left  they  fhould  fall  foul  upon 
one  another,  left  they  fhould  be  driven  out  too  far  to  gain 
the  land  on  the  firft  threatning  of  a  ftorm,  or  left  they  fhould 
come  too  near  the  fhore.  But  all  the  difpofitions  were 
made  in  the  moft  admirable  method,  and  with  that  regula- 
rity of  military  arrangement,  which  makes  fo  confiderable 
a  part  of  the  character  of  that  able  commander.  So  that 
the  whole  army  embarked  on  the  iothof  Auguft.  A  de- 
tachment had  been  fent  fome  days  before  to  clear  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  river  St.  Laurence  of  any  obftruclion,  and  to  find 
the  beft  pafTage  for  the  vefTels. 

On  the  27th  he  had  entered  that  river,  taken  pofTeftion 
of  Swegatchie,  and  made  all  difpofitions  for  the  attack  of 
L'Ifle  Royale,  a  fort  lower  down  in  the  river  which  com- 
manded it,  and  by  this  command  is  the  moft  important  poft, 
and  as  it  were  the  key  of  Canada.  The  troops  and  boats 
were  fo  difpofed,  that  the  ifle  was  compleatly  inverted,  and 
the  garrifon  was  left  no  means  of  efcape.  The  batteries 
»  were  then  raifed  and  opened,  and  after  two  days 

°*     ?'  fharp  firing,  the  fort  furrendered. 

This  being  a  poft  of  importance  both  to  command  Lake 
Ontario  and  to  cover  our  frontier,  the  general  fpent  fome 
days  here  in  order  to  repair  the  fort,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  fit  out  his  vefTels,  and  to  prepare  all  things  for  paffing  his 
troops  down  the  river,  the  moft  dangerous  part  of  which 
he  was  now  to  encounter,  as  all  the  rapids  lie  between  this 

place 
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place  and  Montreal ;  but  notwithstanding  all  precautions, 
near  90  men  were  drowned  in  paffing  thefe  dangerous  falls, 
and  a  great  number  of  vefTels  broke  to  pieces.  This  lofs 
from  fo  large  an  embarkation,  in  fuch  circumftances,  is  to 
be  regarded  as  very  inconfiderable.  At  length,  after  a  tedi- 
ous, fatiguing  and  dangerous  voyage  of  two 
months  and  feventeen  days  fmce  they  left  Senecr  Sept.  6. 
tady,  the  Englifh  faw  to  "their  great  joy,  the  iile 
of  Montreal,  the  object  of  their  ardent  wifhes,  and  the  pe- 
riod of  their  labours. 

They  were  immediately  landed  in  the  beft  order  ;  and  all 
difpofitions  were  made  for  attacking  the  place.  So  excel- 
lently was  this  plan  concerted,  and  fo  faithfully  executed, 
that  Gen.  Murray  landed  from  Quebec  that  very  day  ;  and 
Col.  Haviland  with  his  army  from  Ifle  auNoix  the  day  fol- 
lowing. 

Montreal  (b)  is  the  fecond  place  in  Canada  for  extent, 
building,  traffick,  and  ftrength.  Its  middle  fituatlcn  between 
the  lakes  and  Quebec,  hath  made  it  the  ftaple  of  the  Indian 
trade;  but  the  fortifications  before  this  war  were  mean  and 
inconfiderable  ;  fomething  has  been  fince  added ;  but  no- 
thing made  the  taking  of  it  an  enterprife  of  difficulty,  ex- 
cept that  here  was  collected  the  whole  regular,  and  no  fmall 
part  of  the  provincial  force  which  remained  in  Canada. 
However,  by  the  difpofitions  which  at  once  brought  againfl 
U  u  2  them 


(b)  An  Explanation  of  the  Referrences  to  the  Perfpeflive  View  of 
Montreal. 

1.  The  river  St.  Laurence.  11.  Water-gate. 

2.  St.  Peter's  river.  12.  The  fally-port. 

3.  A  bridge  over  St.  Peter's  13.  The  Recollets  convent 
river.                                                     14.  The  parifh-church. 

4.  M.  de  la  Calliere's  houfe.  15.  The  nunnery-hofpital. 

5.  The  general  hofpital.  16.  The  Jefuits  church  and 

6.  A  dry  ditch  encompaiTing  feminary. 

the  town,  except  that  part  to-  1 7.  The  palace  of  M.  Vau- 

wards  the    river;  it   is  about  dreuil,  Governor-general  of  Ca- 

eight  feet  deep.  nada. 

7.  The  glacis.  18.  M.  de  Longuevil's  houfe, 

8.  The  fmall  gate.  19.  The  citadel. 

9.  Market-gate.  26.  The  wharf. 
io,   St.  Mary's  gate. 
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them  three  armies,  the  greateft  part  of  the  flower  of  the 
Britifh  troops  in  America,  Monf.  Vaudreuil  faw  himfelf 
enti  -ely  enclofed  ;  he  defpair^f  of  defending  the  place  ;  and 
ftierefore  iurrendered  the  garrifon  of  Montreal  as  *  prifo- 
ners  of  war,  and  the  inhabitants  of  his  government  as  fub- 
je&s  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  on  the  8th  of  September 
1760 

And  thus,  in  the  fixth  year  of  the  war*  and  after  the  moft 
Severe  ftruggles,  was  the  vaft  country  of  Canada  reduced 
to  the  King's  obedience.  In  this  time  fix  battle s  had  been 
fought,  the  fortune  of  which  was  equally  divided  ;  in  three 
the  French  had  been  victorious  ;  in  three  the  Englifh. 
The  firft  of  thofe  in  which  the  French  had  the  better,  was 
Fought  in  the  meadows  near  Fort  du  Quefne,  where  Gen. 
Braddock  was  killed;  the  other  at  Ticonderoga,  where 
Gen.  Abercrombie  commanded  ;  the  third  at  Sillery,  where 
Gen.  Murray  was  repulfed.  The  victories  of  the  Englilh. 
were,  ift.  that  near  Crown  Point,  where  Gen.  Jobnfon 
commanded,  and  Diefkau  was  made  prifoner  ;  the  2d  near 
Niagara,  where  Gen.  Johnfon  alfo  commanded  ;  and  the  3d 
and  principal  near  Quebec,  where  Wolfe  gained  the  victo- 
ry and  loft  his  life.  From  the  Englifh  two  forts  had  been 
taken,  Ofwego  and  Fort  William-Henry.  The  Englifh  on 
their  fide  took  three  cities  ;  Louifbourg,  Quebec,  and 
Montreal ;  and  five  principal  forts,  which  commanded  as 
many  important  communications,  Beaufejour,  Niagara, 
Frontenac,  Ticonderoga,  Crown  Point,  and  Ifle-Royale  ; 
befides  fome  others  of  inferior  confideration. 

Taking  the  whole  war  in  America  into  one  view,  Canada 
had  been  defended  with  bravery  and  conducl:  fufficient  to 
crown  the  Generals  Wolfe  and  Amherft,  and  the  Admirals 
Bcfcawen  and  Saunders,  who  finally  reduced  it,  with  the 
greatefl  glory.  And  without  queftion,  the  conducl:  of 
Gen.  Amherft  in  his  laft  expedition,  by  which  he  obliged 
Montreal  to  furrender  without  a  blow,  and  finally  conquer- 
ed Canada  without  effufion  of  blood,  deferves  every  ho- 
nour and  every  recompence  a  grateful  people  can  bcftow. 
The  humanity  with  which  he  behaved  to  the  conquered 
both  French  and  Indians,  though  the  one  had  perpetrated, 


*  They  weie  not  in  flriclnefs    prifoners  ;  but  fent   to  France 
upon  condition  not  to  ferve  during  the  war. 

and 
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and  the  other  at  lead  connived  at  the  mod  horrid  cruelties 
on  the  Englifh  prifoners,  adds  a  high  luftre  to  his  conquer!. 
His  troops  fet  not  one  houfe  on  fire,  not  one  habitation 
was  plundered,  not  one  man  was  killed  (except  in  the  at- 
tack of  Ifle-Royal).  None  was  more  diftinguifhed  in  this 
refpeQ:  than  Sir  William  Johnfon ;  he  led  into  Canada  an 
army  of  1000  of  the  fiercer!:  and  rnoft  cruel  favages  which 
are  bred  in  America,  without  doing  the  leafl  damage  to 
the  country,  or  offering  the  flighteft.  injury  to  the  perfons 
of  the  inhabitants.  To  effect  this  he  was  obliged  to  exert 
the  moil  unwearied  endeavours,  and  the  whole  of  thofe  un- 
common talents  which  give  him  fuch  power  over  the  minds 
of  all  forts  of  men.  The  great  victories  by  which  he  has 
advanced  theinterell:  of  the  nation,  have  done  him  lefs  ho- 
nour than  this  conduct,  by  which  he  has  fo  greatly  advanc- 
ed its  character  for  humanity  and  moderation.  It  were  to 
be  wiflied  that  the  fame  might  be  faid  of  the  army,  which 
marched  from  Quebec  ;  who  finding  that  the  inhabitants  in 
fome  parts  were  out  in  arms,  were  under  a  neceflity  of  fet- 
ting  fire  to  the  villages;  the  tendernefs  of  Gen.  Murray^ 
nature  revolted  when  the  giving  fuch  orders  became  a  ne- 
ceffary  part  of  his  duty.  In  the  courfe  of  this 
fummer,  Lord  Byron  with  three  of  his  majefty's  July  9. 
fhips  defiroyed  a  fettlement  of  French,  where 
none  had  ever  been  fufpeQ:ed,  in  the  Bay  de  Chaleurs. 
There  he  alfo  took  three  frigates ;  and  about  20  fail  of  vef- 
fels  which  contained  a  reinforcement  of  troops  and  military 
jftores  for  the  relief  of  Montreal ;  but  when  they  had  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  Lord  Colville's  fleet  had  got  into 
the  river  before  them,  and  of  courfe  entirely  commanded 
it,  they  difembarked  in  this  place  to  attempt,  if  poiiible,  a 
way  to  their  principal  army  by  land.  But  they  were  difco- 
vered ;  the  whole  armament  was  taken  ;  and  the  whole  de- 
fign  difconcerted. 

Before  we  take  our  leave  of  the  American  affairs  of  this, 
year,  we  ought  to  make  fome  mention  of  a  war  with  the 
favage  Indians,  which  broke  out  on  the  back  fettlements  of 
our  fouthern  colonies.  The  Cherokees,  one  of  the  moil 
numerous  and  powerful  nations  cf  thefe  barbarians,  had  in 
the  beginning,  and  during  the  greateft  part  of  the  progrels 
of  the  war,  appeared  to  be  heartily  engaged  in  our  intefefts  ; 
at  the'r  defire  a  fort  had  been  built  in  their  country  called 
Fort  Loudon,  from  the  then  commander  in  chief  oi~  the 

Britifh 
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Britifh  forces  in  America.  Some  parties  of  them  had  ap- 
peared in  our  favour  on  the  Iaft  expedition  againft  Fort  du 
Quefne.  But  it  is  thought  that  on  that  occafion  they  re^ 
ceived  fome  infults,  and  had  been  treated  in  general  with  a 
neglect  which  made  the  deepeft  impreflion  on  the  minds  of 
fo  vindictive  a  people.  Thefe  difcontents  were  fomented 
by  the  French,  who  hoped  to  caufe  a  diverfion  of  a  part  of 
our  forces  in  this  quarter.  At  length  they  commenced  hof- 
tilitiesin  their  ufual  manner,  by  cruel  ravages  and  murders 
on  the  frontier  of  their  neighbouring  provinces.  And  there 
was  very  great  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  fame  artifices 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  fame  opinion  of  ill  ufage,  would 
draw  the  neighbouring  and  powerful  nation  of  the  Creeks 
into  the  like  meafures. 

Mr.   Lyttleton,  who   was   then   governor   of  Carolina, 

having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  pacify  them,  took 
Oct.  the  refolution  of  marching  with  all  the  force,  re- 
1 759.    gular  and  provincial,  which   he  could  raife,  into 

the  Cherokee  country.  This  army  in  all  did  not 
exceed  11 00  men,  but  it  was  conducted  with  fuch  fpirit 
and  difpatch  by  Governor  Lyttleton,  that  in  a  very  fhort 
time,  he  marched  300  miles  through  a  vafl  defert  which 
lies  between  the  Indian  caftle  of  Keeowee  and  Charles- 
town.  He  was  advanced  into  their  country  before  theyhad 
made  preparations  to  receive  him.  They  faw  their  towns 
in  cafe  of  obftinacy  on  the  point  of  being  delivered  to  fire 
and  fword.  They  therefore  defired  a  conference,  in  which 
they  acknowledged  themfelves  to  blame  ;  and  confented  to 

fuch  a  treaty  of  peace  as  the  governor  was  pleafed 
Dec.  26.    to  dictate.     They  gave  up  the  perfons  guilty  of 

the  moft  flagrant  murders,  and  put  into  his  hands 
twenty-two  hoftages,  as  a  fecurity  for  their  adherence  to 
the  treaty. 

The  governor  had  all  imaginable  reafon  to  be  fatisficd 
with  the  effect  his  expedition  had  produced  ;  and  having 
as  every  body  believed  effectually  chaftifed  the  former  info - 
lence  of  the  enemy,  and  fecured  the  future  tranquillity  of 
the  fouthern  provinces,  he  returned  to  Charles-town.  But 
thefe  perfidious  barbarians,  equally  regardlefs  of  their  faith, 
and  of  the  fafety  of  their  countrymen,  whofe  lives  were 
pledged  for  their  fidelity,  broke  out  as  foon  as  the  army 
was  removed,  into  their  former  ravages;  blocked  up  Fort 
Loudon,  which  {lands  in  the  middle  of  their  country,  and 

made 
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made  fome  attempts  on  Fort  Edward,  which  lies  nearer  to 
the  fettlements.  Their  total  want  of  (kill  in  carrying  on 
fieges  prevented  them  from  any  hope  of  mattering  thefe 
places,  otherwife  than  by  treachery  or  famine.  They  fail- 
ed in  the  firft  inftance  ;  and  the  laft  required  time. 

The  imminent  danger  of  two  Englifh  garrifons,  and  that 
whole  tract  of  our  colonies,  being  made  known  to  General 
Amherft,  he  detached  Colonel  Montgomery  to  their  amft- 
ance,  with  a  regiment  of  Highlanders,  a  battalion  of  the 
Royal  Americans,  a  body  of  grenadiers,  and  the  provincial 
troops.  He  marched  into  the  enemies  country.  He  made 
war  upon  the  Indians  after  their  own  manner.  No  other 
would  have  been  effectual,  He  burned  Eftatoe  the  capi.'al 
of  the  Lower  Cherokees,  confiding  of  200  houfes,  an  Indian 
tov/n  of  the  very  firft.  magnitude  ;  and  then  proceeded  to 
the  fame  execution  on  all  the  towns  and  villages  of  that  di- 
ftrift  of  the  Cherokees,  which  were  numerous,  populous, 
and  wealthy.  The  inhabitants  generally  fled  on  the  ap- 
proach of  our  troops  ;  fome  however  were  burned  in  their 
houfes,  and  fome  women  and  children  were  made  pri lon- 
ers. 

This  univerfal  deftru&ion  of  the  lower  fettlements  being 
compleated,  Col.  Montgomery  paffed  on  to  the 
middle  Cherokees:  but  as  the  army  marched  June  27. 
through  a  dangerous  ground,  favourable  to  the 
Indian  method  of  fighting,  they  were  fuddenly  attacked 
upon  all  fides  by  this  favage  enemy,  with  the  greater!:  fury, 
and  with  the  ufual  horrible  fcreams  and  outcries.  The 
troops  were  fo  well  cifpofed  with  a  view  of  this  kind  of  war, 
tfiat  they  ftood  the  charge  with  firmnefs  ;  they  were  not 
intimidated  with  the  covered  fire,  or  the  fcreams  of  the  fa- 
vages.  The  fight  was  long  and  well  maintained  on  both 
fides.  But  at  length  the  Indians  fled.  A  neighbouring 
town  (one  of  the  moil  confiderable)  was  entered  that  night. 
The  enemy  made  fome  attempt  to  moleft  them  ;  but  to  lit- 
tle purpofe.  The  Englifh  loft  in  this  action  20  killed,  and 
about  80  wounded.  The  Cherokees  had  near  40  killed. 
The  number  of  the  wounded  is  not  known. 

Though  Col.  Montgomery  was  victorious  on  this  occafi- 
on  ;  yet  it  was  neceffary  to  retreat  on  account  of  his  wound- 
ed, for  whom  he  had  no  place  of  fafety.  P'or  if  he  fhould 
attempt  to  proceed,  he  had  to  apprehend  frequent  ikir- 
roiilies  as  he  advanced,  and  the  number  of  wounded  toge- 
ther 
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ther  with  the  difficulty  of  his  march,  would  be  hourly  in- 
creafed.  This  retreat  was  certainly  neceffary.  But  wheri 
Col.  Montgomery  had  arrived  at  Fort  St.  George,  he  dif- 
covered  part  of  his  orders,  which  threw  the  whole  country 
into  confirmation  ;  which  was,  that  when  he  had  chajlifed 
the  enemy,  he  was  to  return  to  New- York  with  the  troops 
under  his  command,  and  rejoin  the  grand  army.  Thefe 
orders  without  delay  he  obeyed  ;  not  however  with  fuch 
rigour,  but  that  the  earneft  entreaties  of  the  province  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  leave  about  four  hundred  men  for  their 
protection. 

Carolina  and  the  neighbouring  colonies  were  again  expofed 
to  the  fury  of  a  favage  enemy,  not  fo  much  weakened  as 
exafperated  by  their  late  fufferings ;  the  fate  of  the  garrifon 
of  Fort  Loudon  was  but  too  certain.  For  feveral  months 
th  zy  had  fuffered  a  clofe  blockade  ;  at    length   feeing  no 

hope  of  relief  their  provifions  being  totally  con- 
Aug.  7.     fumed  and  the   enemy  mewing  fome  pacific  dif- 

pofitions,  they  were  induced  to  furrender  upon 
honourable   conditions. 

But  the  enemy,  equally  regardlefs  of  faith  and  humani- 
ty, fell  upon  them  in  their  march,  butchered  all  the  offi- 
cers but  one,  killed  feveral  of  the  private  foldiers,  and  car- 
ried the  reft  into  an  horrible  captivity.  Thefe  outrages  on 
the  fouthern  colonies  threw  fome  damp  on  the  joy  which 
was  felt  over  the  Englifh  America,  on  the  entire  conqueft 
of  Canada. 

In  Europe  the  fortune  of  the  campaign  was  nearly  bal- 
lanced.  In  America,  except  this  inconfiderable  favage  war, 
it  was  entirely  triumphant.  In  the  Eaft-Indies  alfo  wg 
gained  glory  and  new  advantages.     After    the  railing  the 

fiege  of  Fort  St.  George,  in  February  1759,  the 

April  1 6,  Englifh  army  took  the  field  under  Major  Brere- 

1759.    ton,  and  pofiefled   themfelves  of  the  important 

town  and  fort  of  Conjiveram.  About  the  fame 
time  the  city  of  Mafulipatam  was  ftormed  and  taken  by 
Major  Ford.  By  thefe  ftrokes  the  French  trade  on  the  coafl 
of  Coromandel  was  confined  to  Pondicherry  and  a  few  in- 
confiderable places.  And  the  traffic k  of  the  whole  more  for 
an  extent  of  800  miles  of  a  populous  and  manufacturing 
country,  was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  company. 
This  coaft  jcins  to  the  rich  province  of  Bengal  ;  out  of 

which 
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which  alfo  the  French  were  entirely  driven  by  the  heroic 
actions  of  Col.  Clive. 

Encouraged  by    thefe  fucceflfes,  a  body  of  about  1200 
men,  Europeans  and  Seapoys,  under  the  command  of  Ma- 
jor Brereton,  advanced  further,  and  attempted  to  diflodge 
an  army  of  French  and  their  confederate  Indians,  encamp- 
ed  under  the    cannon    of   a   fort   of   that   country   con- 
flru&ion.     The  acquisition  of  that  place  had  been 
a  valuable  advantage.     But  here  our  army  was     Sept. 
obliged  to  retire,  with  a  lofs  of  between  3  and 
400  killed  and  wounded. 

Gen.  Lally  animated  with  this  and  fome  (lighter  advanta- 
ges, threatened  the  fiege  of  Trichenopoly,  and  the  French 
affairs  feemed  again  to  revive.     But  it  was  only  a  momenta- 
ry gleam.     To  check  his  progrefs,  Col.  Coote  at  the  head 
of  the  greateft  body  he  could  draw  together  on  that  coaft, 
invefled  Wandewafh,  took  the  place  in  three  days, 
and  made  the  garrifon  prifoners  of  war.     From  Nov.  30. 
thence  he  pafTed  with  rapidity  to  Carongoly  ;  the 
fiege  of  which  town  he  prefled  with  fuch  diligence,  that  in 
four  days  from  the  opening  his  batteries,  he  obli-  -^ 
ged  the  garrifon  to  march  out.  C*  I0, 

This  progrefs  alarmed  Gen.  Lally  ;  he  called  large  de- 
tachments in  from  every  fide  ;  and  knowing  the  importance 
of  Wandewafh,  made  all  his  efforts  to  recover  it.  He 
pufhed  forward  the  fiege  with  the  utmoft  vigour ;  hoping  to 
take  the  town  before  Col.  Coote  could  arrive  to  its  relief. 
But  the  Colonel  marched  with  equal  diligence  and 
arrived  about  the  time  when  the  French  had  July  22, 
made  a  practicable  breach.  His  army  confuted 
of  1 700  Europeans,  and  about  3000  black  troops.  Lally's 
amounted  to  2200  Europeans,  and  between  9  and  10,000 
blacks.  The  engagement  was  long  and  obflinate ;  but  at 
length,  the  French  gave  way.  It  was  a  total  rout ;  they 
abandoned  their  camp,  their  cannon,  and  all  the  imple- 
ments of  the  fiege.  They  left  1000  killed  and  wounded  on 
the  field  of  battle.  Among  the  prifoners  were  Brig.  Gen. 
Bufly ;  the  Chevalier  Godeville,  quarter-mafter  general  ; 
Lieut.  Col.  Murphy,  and  eleven  inferior  officers,  who 
were  all  wounded.  Lally  fled  with  his  broken  troops  in 
defpair  to  Pondicherry. 

Of  the  Englifh  in  this  action  near  200  were  killed  and 
wounded  ;  in  particular  the  death  of  the  gallant  Major  Bre- 
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reton  was  much  regretted.     Of  the  blacks  about  70  were 
wounded  and  flain. 

Except  the  battle  of  PaifTy,  followed  by  the  revolution 
in  Bengal,  this  action  was  the  moil  confiderable  in  its  con- 
fequences,  of  any  in  which  our  troops  had  ever  been  enga- 
ged in  India.  This  was  fought  in  part  againft.  European 
troops  headed  by  an  able  General.  The  difpofiticns  for  the 
battle,  and  the  conduct  of  Col.  Coote  in  the  engagement, 
merit  every  honour. 

This  victory  was  purfued  with  a  fpirit  equal  to  that  by 
which  it  was  won.  Chittiput  was  taken  in  a  few  days  after ; 
and  the  army  allowing  itfelf  no  repofe,  marched  directly 
from  thence  to  Arcot,  the  capital  of  this  immenfe  province. 
The  liege  was  opened  on  the  5  th  of  February,  and  the  fort 
furrendered  on  the  10th  ;  near  300  Europeans  were  made 
prifoners  of  war  (e). 

At 


(e)  Colonel  Eyre  Coolers  Letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated,  Arcot 
Pillage,   i$th  of  February,    1760. 

SIR, 

I  Have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  of  the  fituation  of  our  affairs 
on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  fince  my  arrival,  and  of  our  happy 
fucceffes.  Soon  after  I  arrived,  the  governor  and  council  of  Ma- 
dras being  informed,  that  Gen.  Lally  had  fent  a  detachment  of 
his  army  to  the  fouthward,  and  that  that  party  had  taken  Syrin- 
bam,  and  threatned  Tricbenopoly  with  a  fiege,  it  was  thought  ad- 
vifeable,  that  I  fhould  take  the  field  with  the  army,  and  by  that 
means  endeavour  to  draw  the  enemy  from  the  fouthward.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  25th  of  November,  1759,  I  t00^  tne  field*  and, 
on  the  27th,  inverted  Mrondi<vaJh,  and  erected  batteries  ;  and 
having  made  a  breach  by  the  30th,  took  the  place  and  made  the 
garrifon  (which  confifted  of  five  fubaltern  officers,  63  private 
men,  and  800  feapoys,)  prifoners  of  war  :  There  were  in  the 
garrifon  49  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition. 
December  the  3d,  I  inverted  Carangoly.  Oh  the  6th,  I  opened  a 
two  gun  battery,  and  on  the  7th  another,  and  began  to  carry  on 
the  approaches.  On  the  ioth,  being  near  the  crert  of  the  Glacis, 
and  having  difmounted  all  their  guns  but  four,  Col.  O'Kennely, 
who  commanded,  fent  out  a  flag  of  truce,  and,  on  the  account 
of  his  gallant  defence,  I  granted  him  the  following  terms  :  That 
the  Europeans  fhould  have  leave  to  march  out  with  their  arms, 
two  rounds  per  man,  drums  beating,  and  fix  days  provifions  : 
The  Seapoys  to  be  difarmed,  and    turned  about   their  bufinefs. 

The 
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At  fea  Admiral  Pocock  feconded  the  extraordinary  efforts 
of  Col.  Coote  with  his  own  ufual  fkill  and  intre- 
pidity.    Again  he  engaged  the  fleet  of  Monfieur     Sept.  4, 
d'Ache,  a   brave  commander,  who  has  in  fome     1759. 
degree  ftipported  the  declining  reputation  of  the 

French 


The  garrifon  confined  of  100  Europeans,  (officers  included)  500 
Seapoys,  and  nine  guns.  Having  intelligence  that  Brig.  Gen.  Bujfy 
was  arrived  at  Arcot  from  the  northward,  with  300  Europeans, 
and  a  large  black  army,  and  that  the  army,  which  lay  at  Ckittiput, 
was  to  join  him,  and  that  the  force  from  the  fouthward  were  on 
their  march  towards  Arcot,  I  therefore  thought  it  advifeable  to 
crofs  the  Palla,  and  encamp  the  army  oppofite  the  Arcot,  having 
the  Palla  between  us.  Three  thoufand  Moratta  horfe  about  this 
time  joined  the  enemy,  which  put  me  to  the  greateft  diftrefs  for 
want  of  provifions,  as  thev  plundered  all  the  country,  On  the 
27th,  Lieut.  Gen.  Lally  arrived  at  Arcot,  and  took  the  command. 
January  the  9th,  the  enemy  were  all  jn  motion.  On  the  10th, 
Gen.  Lally  marched  with  all  his  army  towards  Wondi-jaft),  and  I 
moved  with  our  army  along  the  bank  of  the  river,  in  order  to  cb- 
ferve  their  motions,  and  cover  our  own  country.  On  the-  12th, 
I  received  a  letter  from  the  commanding  officer  at  Con] eve-ram, 
that  500  of  the  enemy's  Europeans,  and  a  large  body  of  horfe,  had 
entered  the  town;  and  that  the  reft  of  their  army  lay  at  "Jango- 
lam,  three  miles  diftance  from  it  :  I  therefore  put  the  army  in 
motion,  and  endeavoured,  by  a  forced  march,  to  fave  that  place, 
which  was  very  weak  (but  of  confeqnence  to  us)  and  happily  ar- 
rived there  the  13th  before  day-light.  The  enemy  quitted  the 
place,  their  army  moved  towards  Wondivajb.  The  1  5th  I  croifed 
the  Palla  with  all  the  army,  and  on  the  17th  arrived  at  Oiitrema- 
lour,  about  fourteen  miles  from  Wondivajh ,  which  place  I  found 
M.  Lally  had  inverted,  and  began  to  raife  batteries.  The  21ft,  I 
went  with  all  the  cavalry  to  reconnoitre,  having  received  a  letter 
from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  garrifon,  that  a  breach  was 
made  ;  I  therefore  determined  to  engage  the  enemy  .the  next 
morning.  Accordingly,  I  fent  orders  back  to  the  army  to  join 
me  at  Irimhorougb,  nine  miles  from  JFondi-jaJh,  where  I  had  ta- 
ken pod  with  the  cavalry.  On  the  22d,  the  army  marched,  at 
fix  o'clock  in  the  mornino-,  agreeable  to  the  orders  I  had  given 
out  the  day  before  for  that  purpofe.  About  7  o'clock,  our  ad- 
vanced guard  of  horfe,  and  that  of  the  enemy,  began  to  hre  at 
each  other  ;  upon  which  I  ordered  Captain  Baron  de  Vafferct,  who 
commanded  the  cavalry,  to  form  them  in  order  of  battle  ;  he 
was  fnpported  by  five  companies  of  Sea  pay* ;  and,  at  the  fame 
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French  marine ;  but  though  fuperior  in  the  number  of  his 
ihips,  and  more  than  in  that  proportion  fuperior  in  guns  and 
men,  he  was  obliged  after  upwards  of  two  hours  fevere  and 

bloody- 


time,  I  ordered  up  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  advancing  myfelf 
with  two  companies  of  Seapoys,  obliged  the  enemy  to  retire  to 
their  main  body  of  horfe,  which  conliiled  of  200  Europeans,  and 
3000  Morattas,  on  their  left.  Upon  the  whole  of  our  cavalry's 
advancing,  that  of  the  enemy  retired  in  pretty  good  order,  till 
our  cannon  began  to  play,  which  was  extremely  well  ferved,  and 
obliged  them  to  retire  precipitately.  I  then  ordered  the  major 
of  brigade  to  the  army,  which  was  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
in  the  rear,  with  orders  for  them  to  form  the  line  of  battle,  but 
rot  to  advance  till  I  had  joined  them.  Soon  after,  having  taken 
pofTeffion  of  a  tank,  which  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  occupied,  I 
returned  to  the  line,  which  by  that  time  was  formed  according  to 
my  orders.  After  reviewing  the  whole,  and  finding  the  men  in 
great  fpirit,  and  eager  to  engage,  I  ordered  the  army  to  move 
forward. 

About  nine  o'clock  we  arrived  at  the  poft  we  had  driven  the 
enemy  from,  which  was  about  two  miles  from  their  camp,  and 
halted  in  their  view,  near  half  an  hour  ;  during  which  time,  I 
went  very  near  to  them,  and  reconnoitred  their  fituation.  Upon 
finding  they  were  ftrongly  polled,  and  our  flanks  expofed  to  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  which  was  vaflly  fuperior  to  ours,  I  ordered 
the  army  to  march  by  the  right,  in  order  to  gain  the  advantage  of 
a  hill  three  miles  from  us,  and  about  two  miles  from  Wondinjajh- 
fort ;  and  the  horfe,  which  was  then  in  the  front,  to  wheel  to  the 
right  and  left,  and  form  behind  the  fecond  line,  in  order  to  make 
the  rear-guard,  and  cover  the  baggage.  By  this  motion,  I  co- 
vered my  right  flank  with  the  hill,  and  had  fome  villages  in  my 
rear,  where  I  then  ordered  the  baggage  to.  This  obliged  the 
enemy  to  alter  their  difpofition.  During  all  this  time  we  canno»a- 
ded  each  other,  and  fkirmifhed  with  their  advanced  polls,  and 
Moratta  horfe :  The  latter  difappeared  about  11  o'clock.  The 
enemy,  after  making  their  fecond  difpofition,  moved  towards  us 
about  the  diitance  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  under  cover  of  a 
bank.  The  cannonading  then  began  to  be  finart  on  both  iides  ; 
and  upon  feeing  Lie  enemy  coming  brifkly  up,  I  ordered  the  army 
to  march  forward.  At  12  o'clock  the  enemy's  European  Cavalry 
puflied  with  a  great  deal  of  refolution,  in  order  to  force  our  left, 
and  come  round  upon  our  rear.  Immediately  I  ordered  up  fome 
companies  of  Seapoys,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  which  were  to 
fuflain  our  cavalry,  who  had  been  ordered  to  oppofe  them.  Up- 
on 
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bloody  conflict  to  give  way  before  Admiral  Pocock,  and  to 
take  fhelter  under  the  forts  of  Pondicherry.  During  this 
engagement  eight  of  the  Englifh  ihips  flood  the  fire  of  the 

whole 


on  the  cannon  and  Seapoys  flanking  them,  they  broke.     The  ca- 
valry then  had  orders  to  charge,  who  drove  them  a  mile  from  our 
left,  upon  the  rear  of  their  own  army.     We  continued  all  this 
while  advancing  towards  each  other,  the  enemy1*  flank  being  ve- 
ry well  covered  by  a  tank.     It  was  one  o'clock  when  we  arrived 
within  reach  of  mufquetry,  when  a  (hot  from  us  ftriking  one  of 
their   tumbrils,  it  blew  up.     I  then  immediately  ordered  Major 
Brereton  to  wheel  Col.  Draper's  regiment  to  the  left,  and  charge 
their  left  flank,  which  was  executed  with  great  order,  and  much 
honour  to  that  corps.     Seeing  that  regiment  likely  to  fuffer  from  a 
body  of  black  troops,  together  with  their  marines,  who  were  un- 
der cover,  and  fired  very  briikly  upon  them  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  finding  they  had    reinforced  their  left  with  a  piquet  from 
Lal/y's  regiment,  I  ordered  the   grenadier  company  of  Drapers 
which  was  on  the  right  of  the  fecond  line,  to  fupport  their  own 
regiment ;  and  having  likewife  two  pieces  of  cannon  playing  upon 
the  enemy's  flank,  compleated  the  rout  of  that  wing,  who  aban- 
doned their  cannon,  and  fell  upon  their  own  center,  which  was 
by  this  time,  together  with  their  right,  clofely  engaged  with  our 
left.     I  then  ordered  up  Major  Monfon,  with  the  reil  of  the  fe- 
cond line,  and  placed  him  fo  as  to  be  able  to  fupport  any  part  of 
our  line,  at  the  fame  time  flanking  the  enemy.     About  two  o'clock 
their  whole  army  gave  way,  and  ran  towards  their  own  camp  ;  but 
finding  we  purfued  them,  quitted  it,  and  left  us  intire  mailers  of 
the  field,  together  with  all  their  cannon,  except  three  fmall  pieces, 
which  they  carried  off.  The  number  of  cannon  taken  is  as  follows  : 
One  32,  one  24,  three  20,  two  18,  one  14,  two  3,  and  two  2- 
pounders,  iron.     Three  6,    four  4,  one  3,    and  two  2-pound- 
ers,    brafs.      In    all  22    pieces.      Round    /hot    3204.       Grape 
1 10,  befides  tumbrils,  snd  all  other  implements  belonging  to  the 
train.     The  prifoners  we  have  taken  are  Brig.  Gen.  BuJJy,  Je  che- 
valier Godevi/Ie,  quarter-matter  general.     Of  Lallys   regiment, 
Lieut.   Col.  Murphy,  two  Captains,  two   Lieutenants.     Of  the 
Lorrain   regiment,  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant.     Of  the  Indian 
battalions,  two  Lieutenants,  two  Enfigns.     Of  the  Marines,  le 
chevalier  de   Poete,  knight   of  Malta,  who  is  fince  dead  of  his 
wounds.     AH  the  above  gentlemen  were  wounded,  but  M.  Bujjyy 
and  an  enfign  of  the  Indian  battalion.     The  French  reckon  they 
had  800  killed  and  wounded,   200  of  which  we  buried  in  the  field 
We  have  taken  above  200   wounded  prifoners,  befides  40   not 

wounded. 


35°  The  History  of  the  War.  1760. 

whole  French  fleet,  which  confifted  of  16  fail.  The  fhips 
were  greatly  fluttered ;  560  of  our  fquadron  were  killed 
and  wounded ;  and  on  the  fide  of  the  French  the  lofs  was 

not 


wounded.  Our  lofs  is  as  follows  :  Of  col.  Draper's  regiment, 
enfign  Collins  killed,  and  17  private  men.  Wounded,  major 
Brereton,  and  lieut.  Brozvn  (fince  dead  of  their  wounds)  capt. 
Knuttal,  enllgns  Halfpenny,  Thompfon,  and  Hnrier,  and  66  pri- 
vate. Of  my  regiment,  killed,  enfign  Stuart,  and  13  private. 
Wounded,  lieuts.  Frafer  and  Tyd,  eniign  Heron,  and  36  private. 
The  honourable  company's  troops,  killed,  enfign  Evans,  and  1 8 
private.  Wounded,  cornet  Kubn,  and  29  private.  Among  our 
black  troops,  about  70  killed  and  wounded.  The  enemy's  army, 
commanded  by  Lieut.  Gen.  Lally,  confided  of  2200  Europeans, 
including  artillery  and  cavalry;  300  cofferies,  and  between  9  and 
10,000  black  troops.  Twenty  pieces  of  cannon  in  the  field,  and 
five  in  their  batteries  againft  the  fort,  where  they  blew  up  a  large 
magazine  of  powder  upon  their  retreat.  Our  army  amounted  to 
1700  Europeans,  including  artillery  and  cavalry;  3500  black 
troops  ;  14  pieces  of  cannon,  and  one  howitz.  The  enemy  col- 
letted  themfelves  under  the  walls  of  Chittiput,  about  18  miles 
from  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  next  day  marched  to  Gingey. 
Our  cavalry  being  greatly  fatigued,  put  it  out  of  my  power  to 
purfue  the  enemy  as  far  as  I  could  have  wiihed.  During  the 
whole  engagement,  and  ever  fince  I  have  had  the  honour  of  com- 
manding the  army,  the  officers  and  men  have  (hewn  the  greatefl 
fpirit ;  nor  can  I  fay  too  much  for  the  behaviour  of  the  ar- 
tillery. 

The  next  day,  I  fent  out  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  to  harafs 
the  enemy.  January  26.  Finding  that  Gen.  Lally  had  retired 
with  his  broken  troops  to  Pondicberry,  I  fent  capt.  de  Vafferot, 
with  1000  horfe,  and  300  Seapoys*  towards  Pondicberry,  to  de- 
ftroy  the  French  country,  and  marched  the  army  to  befiege  Chitti- 
put ;  and  on  the  28th  at  night,  erecled  a  two-gun  battery,  and 
got  in  one  24  and  one  20  pounder,  and  played  upon  them  from  an 
8-inch  howitz.  The  next  day,  after  making  a  breach,  Le  Che- 
valier de  Tilly,  with  his  garrifon  furrendered  prifoners  of  war. 
Thegarrifon  confifted  of  four  officers,  54  private,  and  300  Sea- 
poys,  with  73  Europeans  wounded  in  the  hofpital.  I  found  in  the 
fort  9  guns,  and  a  good  quantity  of  ammunition.  Having  intelli- 
gence of  a  party  of  the  enemy  going  from  Arcot  to  Gingey,  I  fent 
capt.  Smith  with  a  detachment  to  intercept  them.  On  the  30th, 
marched  the  army  towards  Arcot,  the  capital  of  the  province, in  or- 
der 
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not  lefs  than  1000.  Admiral  Pocock  immediately  got  him- 
felf  again  in  a  fighting  condition,  and  braved  the  French 
fleet  before  Pondicherry,  who  lay  under  their  cannon,  and 
refufed  a  new  engagement. 

^  It  has  been  obierved  that  hiftory  can  hardly  produce  an 
inftance  of  twofquadrons  fighting  three  pitched  battles  v.r_- 
der  the  fame  commanders,  in  1 8  months,  without  the  lofs 
of  a  fhip  on  either  fide.  After  this  engagement  Admiral 
Cornilh  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  and  joined  Po- 
cock, by  which  we  attained  fo  decided  a  fuperiority  in 
ftrength,  as  we  had  before  in  courage  and  ability,  that  the 
French  no  longer  appeared  in  thofe  feas.  Moft  of  their 
fhips  went  off,  as  it  was  thought,  to  Mauritius.  Then  the 
French  affairs  went  rapidly  to  ruin.  On  the  5th  of  April 
the  important  fortrefs  of  Caracal  furrendered  to  the  fea  and 
land  forces  under  Admiral  Cornim  and  Major  Monktcn. 
By  the  taking  of  this  and  two  other  places  of  leffer  conn- 
deration,  the  French  were  actually  reduced  to   the  Tingle 

port 


der  to  befiege  it.  This  day  capt.  Smith  joined  me,  having  taken  the 
party  I  had  lent  him  after,  which  coniifted  of  10  Europeans,  50 
Seapoys,  and  two  brafs  8  pounders  ;  and  foon  after  he  took  a 
captain  of  the  Lorrain  regiment,  and  three  French  cornmii- 
faries. 

On  the  id  of  February,  I  fet  out  from  the  army  for  Arcoty 
leaving  orders  with  major  Monfon  to  throw  a  few  fhells  into  Tim- 
mery,  and  to  fummon  the  garrifon.  February  2.  The  army 
marched  and  encamped  within  two  miles  of  Arcot.  Major  Monfon 
reported  to  me  this  day,  that  the  garrifon  of  Timmery  had  furren- 
dered prifoners  of  war.  There  were  in  it,  fix  guns,  one  ferjeant, 
20  Europeans,  and  60  Seapoys.  February  5.  I  opened  the  batteries 
againft  the  fort  qi  Arcot,  *uiz.  One  of  five  18-pounders,  and  ano- 
ther of  two  18  and  one  24-poiinders.  On  the  6th,  began  to  car- 
ry on  approaches  to  the  fouth  weft  and  weft  towers  of  the  fort ; 
and  having  by  the  10th,  got  within  60  yards  of  the  ere  ft 
of  the  glacis,  the  garrifon  furrendered  prifoners  of  war.  It 
confided  of  three  captains,  eight  fubalterns,  236  private,  and  be- 
tween 2  and  300  Seapoys.  There  were  in  it,  four  mortars,  22 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  great  quantity  of  all  kinds  of  military 
ftores.  We  had,  during  the  fiege,  feven  non-comnaiflioned  and 
private,  killed;  and  enlign  Afoc  Mahon,  who  acted  as  engineer, 
and   16  wounded. 
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port  of  Pondicherry ;  which  was  when  thefe  accounts  came 
away,  clofely  blocked  up  by  land  and  Tea.  The  ftrong-eu: 
hopes  are  conceived  that  this  capital  of  the  French  India 
power  and  commerce  will  fhortly  be  brought  into  our  pof- 
ieffion  ;  and  with  thefe  pleafing  hopes  we  conclude  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  war  of  i  760. 
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CHAP.    I. 

Preliminary  remarks.  Treaty  propofed  and  entered  into  by 
the  belligerent  powers.  Mr.  Stanley  fent  to  Paris  >  and 
Mr.  Puffy  to  London.  French  machinations  in  Spain. 
Difficulties  in  the  negotiation.  Deftgn  of  the  campaign  in 
Heffe,  and  of  the  expedition  to  Belleifie. 

AFTER  a  general  war  of  five  years,  carried  on  with 
the  greateft  effufion  of  blood,  and  the  moft  ex- 
traordinary expence  ever  known  to  attend  a  war  of 
that  continuance,  it  was  hoped  that,  if  the  animofity  of  the 
belligerent  powers  was  not  abated,  at  leaf!  a  great  part  of 
the  fuel  of  difcord  had  been  confumed  ;  and  that  the  time 
was  arrived  for  giving  peace  to  Europe.  Some  prcpofitions 
for  that  purpofe  had  been  made  in  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1759.     Thofe,  who  rather   wifhed  for  peace,  than  very 
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attentively  ccnfidered  the  probability  of  effecting  it,  feem- 
ed  to  think  if  might  then  have  been  expelled.  But  whilft 
the  public  was  flattered  with  thefe  hopes,  the  fituation  of 
affairs  would  not  fuffer  us  to  believe  that  they  had  any  folid 
foundation.  We  accordingly  ventured  to  point  out  the  dif- 
ficulties which  then  obftru£ted  any  fcheme  for  peace  *. 
And  as  thefe  difficulties  were  fuch,  as  did  not  attend  that 
particular  conjuncture  only,  but  muft  fubfift  as  long  as  the 
fortune  of  war  continued  in  the  fame  train,  we  were  from 
the  beginning  apprehenfive  that  the  new  negotiation  which 
we  have  fince  feen  opened,  and  for  fome  time  carried  on 
with  fuch  pleafing  appearances,  might  in  the  ifiue  be  at- 
tended with  no  better  fuccefs. 

There  are  indeed  but  two  fituations  in  which  peace  can 
be  very  rationally  expected.  The  firft  fituation.  is  that  of 
equality ;  and  this  is,  either  where  nothing  is  gained  on  any 
fide  ;  fo  that  when  ever  mutual  wearinefs,  and  unprofita- 
ble hoflilities  have  calmed  the  ardor  of  the  warring  powers, 
no  intricate  points  intervene  to  fruftrate  the  firft  pacific 
difpofition ;  or  it  may  be  where  the  lofles  are  fo  equal,  that 
exchanges  may  eafily  be  made,  or  the  parties  may  reft  mu- 
tually fatisfied  with  their  advantage  over  each  other. 

The  fecond  fituation  is  that  of  necefp.ty  ;  where  one  of 
the  parties  is  fo  entirely  broken  and  reduced,  as  to  fubmit 
to  receive  conditions  on  the  footing  of  conqueft,  and  to 
purchafe  repofe  by  humiliating  and  enfeebling  conceflions. 
A  peace  upon  this  latter  bafis  is  always  the  grand  popular 
object.  In  every  war  we  flatter  ourfelves  with  the  hope  of 
it,  againft  an  experience  almoft  uniform.  In  faft,  it  is  to 
the  laft  degree  difficult  to  reduce  any  of  the  great  powers  of 
Europe  to  this  difgraceful  neceflity.  For  to  reduce  any  one 
of  them  to  this  ftate  of  fubmiflion,  you  muft,  in  a  manner, 
reduce  all  of  them  to  it.  The  war,  if  it  continues,  draws 
ftate  after  ftate  into  its  vortex,  until  all  Europe  is  involved. 
A  fort  of  ballance  is  then  produced,  and  the  peace  of  con- 
queft becomes  impracticable. 

It  would  prove  of  the  utmoft  moment  to  the  tranquillity 
of  mankind  that  this  point  was  fufHciently  regarded,  and 
that  they  would  willingly  adopt  that  fyftem  of  equality,  to 
which  focner  or  later,  with  more  or  fewer  ftruggles,  they 
are  fo  often  compelled  to  fubmit.     When,  feldorn,  a  treaty 

is 

*  See  Hiflory  of  the  War  1760,  Chap.  I.  p.  249. 
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is  concluded  on  other  terms,  as  the  King  of  Pruflia  has 
found  by  fevere  experience,  and  as  we  obferved  on  a  form- 
er occafion,  is  only  a  fhort  ceiTation,  and  not  a  perfect 
peace.  But  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  this  fituation, 
the  mod  coincident  with  their  true  intereft,  is  at  the  fame 
time  the  mod  contradictory  to  the  paffions  and  prejudices 
of  nations.  It  appears  hard  to  lofe  upon  every  fide  every 
object  of  the  war.  A  peace  on  this  foundation  will  be  cen- 
fured,  but  it  is  the  beft,  on  the  fame  principle  that  the 
fhorteft  follies  are  the  beft  ;  and  that  no  injured  pride  is 
left  to  brood  over  a  future  war.  Contrary  to  the  opinion 
of  the  warm  patriots  on  all  fides,  we  therefore  imagined 
that  the  year  feventeen  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  in  the  clofe 
of  the  third  campaign,  was  the  happy  moment  for  negocia- 
tion.  At  this  time,  however,  no  proportions  had  been 
made.  The  proportions  of  feventeen  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  were  but  (lightly  regarded,  and  obvioufly  could  end  in 
nothing.  But  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  of  which  we 
are  now  going  to  treat,  the  fcene  of  negotiation  was  opened 
with  far  greater  folemnity  and  parade  ;  and  as  it  was  car- 
ried on  with  great  diligence,  it  neceflarily  makes  a  principal 
part  of  the  hiftory  of  this  year.  It  is  indeed  fomewhat  for- 
tunate both  for  the  writers  and  the  readers  of  thefe  events 
that  this  treaty  has  intervened.  The  narrative  otherwife 
had  proved  extremely  barren  and  unentertaining.  For 
though  the  animofity  of  the  belligerent  powers  was  not,  as 
we  obferved,  abated,  their  efforts,  however,  had  confide- 
rably  flackened,  and  their  operations  began  gradually  to  de- 
generate into  the  Petiteguerre.  Thofe  vail  events  that 
aftonifh  the  mind,  or  hold  it  in  a  pleafing  fufpence;  thofe 
important  battles  and  fieges ;  thofe  rapid  and  well-conduct- 
ed marches,  and  thofe  lively  enterprizes  which  diftinguifh 
the  former  years,  except  in  a  very  few  inftances,  fcarce 
make  any  part  of  the  hiftory  before  us.  But  though  the 
operations  of  the  field  had  fallen  into  a  ftate  of  languor, 
the  cabinet  became  full  of  bufinefs,  and  negotiation  flou- 
rifhed.  In  this  fituation  candour  obliges  us  to  acquaint  our 
readers  that  we  are  ftill  more  liable  to  miftakes,  than  when 
we  attempt  to  defcribe  the  tranfaclions  of  the  campaign. 
It  very  frequently  happens,  that  the  accounts  of  the  military 
operations  come  authenticated  from  the  hands  of  thofe  great 
generals  who  have  conducted  them,  and  when  we  have  al- 
lowed for  the  partiality  of  the  account,  there  is  nothing  to 
Y  v  2  be 


2$6  The  History  of  the  War.  1761. 

defrayed  from  them  for  want  of  fufficient  information. 
Even  in  the  cafe  of  partialiry,  we  are  often  able  to  correct 
th  e  mifreprefentation  or  over-charge  of  one  of  the  parties 
by  that  of  the  other.  Thefe  things  are  done  in  the  eye  of 
the  world  But  the  motives  either  to  peace  or  war,  and 
the  fteps  taken  in  a  negotiation,  are  all  behind  the  curtain. 
They  do  not  appear  for  a  long  time,  and  fometimes  they 
never  appear  completely.  There  is  however,  an  advantage 
in  the  prefent  conjuncture.  For  one  of  the  powers  at  war, 
in  order  to  j  unify  to  its  fubjects  and  to  the  world,  its  part 
in  the  continuance  of  a  war  fo  fatal  to  both,  has  publifhed 
an  account  of  the  late  negotiation  ;  artful  indeed,  and  pro- 
bably in  fome  refpects  unfair  ;  but  containing  at  the  fame 
time  many  valuable  and  illuflrating  pieces,  the  authenticity 
of  which  is  not  difputed.  The  point  in  fuch  cafes  to  be 
dreaded  is  not  the  publication  of  falfe  pieces,  but  the  con- 
cealment of  feveral  that  are  real  and  important.  The 
public  information  is  probably  rather  incompleat,  than  un- 
true. We  wait  with  impatience  for  that  full  and  authen- 
tic narrative  of  fo  important  a  negotiation,  which  undoubt- 
edly our  court  propofes  to  publilh.  We  have  delayed  the 
fetting  out  our  work  the  longer,  in  hopes  of  its  appearance, 
by  which  we  might  have  been  able  to  perfect  and  correct 
our  account  of  this  tranfaction.  The  account  of  the  Spa- 
nim  negotiation  has  appeared  late,  but  we  have  not  failed 
to  make  ufe  of  it.  At  prefent  we  engage  in  our  work,  un- 
der thofe  difficulties,  which  it  is  juft  the  reader  mould 
know  and  allow  for.  In  the  fucceeding  year  we  mail 
takt-  care  to  profit  of  whatever  further  lights  may  be  im- 
parted. 

Very  early  in  this  year  1761,  the  courts  of  Peterfburgh, 
Vienna,  France,  Sweden  and  Poland,  agreed  feverally  and 
jointly  to  offer  propofals  towards  renewing  that  negotiation 
for  peace,  which  had  abruptly  been  broken  off  in  the  clofe 
of  the  year  1759.  France  was  the  principal  and  firft  mo- 
ver ;  for  as  it  was  her  ambition  which  had  made  the  war 
fo  general,  and  her  revenue  which  in  a  great  meafure  fup- 
ported  it ;  the  former  being  now  humbled  by  a  feries  of 
unfortunate  events,  and  the  latter  reduced  by  moft  enor- 
mous expences,  me  began  at  length  to  relent,  and  appa- 
rently to  defire  peace  in  earneft.  The  other  members  of 
the  grand  alliance  could  not  decently,  nor  fafely  oppofe 
thefe  difpofitions  of  France.  The  court  of  Sweden  in  par- 
ticular 
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ticular  tvas  given  to  underftand,  that  the  exhaufted  condi- 
tion of  France  was  the  true  motive  of  her  moderation  ; 
that  in  fact,  me  was  not  able  any  longer  to  furnifh  the  ftipu- 
lated  fubfidies,  nor  to  adhere  to  the  letter  of  her  engage- 
ments with  her  allies.  Thefe  circumftances,  which  me 
was  neither  able,  nor  feemed  difnofed  to  conceal,  formed 
the  fureft  guaranty  of  her  fincerity. 

The  five  parties  to  the  war  on  that  fide,  made  as  many- 
declarations,  which  were  figned  at  Paris  on  the  25th  of 
March,  and  delivered  at  London  on  the  31ft  of  the  fame 
month.  The  counter  declaration  of  Great  Britain  and 
Prufiia  appeared  on  the  3d  of  April.  Augfburg,  as  the  fili- 
ation mo  ft  commodious  for  the  powers  at  war,  was  appoint- 
ed for  the  congrefs. 

Lord  Egremont,  Lord  Stormont  ambaffador  in  Poland, 
and  general  Yorke  our  ambaffador  in  Holland,  were  nomi- 
nated as  the  Englifh  plenipotentiaries.  On  the  part  of 
France,  the  count  de  Choifeul  was  appointed.  Augfburg 
now  became  the  centre  of  attention  to  all  Europe,  and  each 
court  prepared  every  thing  towards  this  important  meeting 
which  it  could  furnifh  of  fplendor  for  the  difpiay  of  its  dig- 
nity, and  of  ability  for  the  fupport  of  its  intereit.  The 
public  converfation  was  for  a  while  diverted  from  fcenes  of 
horror,  bloodfhed,  and  pillage ;  and  every  mind  was  em- 
ployed more  agreeably  on  the  public  fcene  of  magnificence, 
and  the  private  game  of  policy,  which  was  to  enfue. 

In  the  firft  place,  it  was  unanimously  agreed,  in  order 
that  a  negotiation,  in  itfelf  fufnciently  intricate,  mould  be 
the  lefs  embarraffed,  to  admit  to  the  treaty  none  but  the 
parties  principally  concerned,  together  with  their  allies. 

Although  this  exclufion  of  the  neutral  interefts  tended 
greatly  to  difembarrefs  and  fimplifv  the  negotiation,  yet 
fuch  was  the  variety  of  feparate  and  independent  matters, 
which  ftill  remained  to  be  A  feu  fled,  that  it  became  ad  vile  - 
able  to  make  a  further  feparation,  if  they  hoped  to  treat 
upon  them  with  any  tolerable  eafe,  or  with  any  profpect  of 
coming  to  a  fpeedy  decifion. 

For  this  purpofe  it  was  neceffary  to  bring  back  the  mo- 
tives to  the  war  to  their  firft  principles ;  and  to  difengage 
thofe  feveral  interefts  which  originally,  and  in  their  own 
nature  had  no  connection,  from  that  mafs,  in  which  mutu- 
al injuries  and  a  common  animofity  had  blended  and  con- 
founded them.     This  propofitipn  came  firft  from  France, 

and 
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and  it  was  an  early  and  happy  omen  of  her  inclination  to 
peace. 

The  war,  which  was  truly  and  originally  German,  evi- 
dently had  but  a  Tingle,  though  this  a  very  difficult  object, 
to  determine  the  fate  of  the  King  of  Pruflia.  So  many 
powers  were  concerned  in  this  determination,  and  then- 
views  of  aggrandifement,  indemnification,  and  revenge,  fo 
various  and  difficult  to  be  reconciled,  that  this  alone  feem- 
ed  matter  enough  for  a  feparate  and  very  arduous  negotia- 
tion. In  effect  ail  the  powers  of  the  north  were  concerned 
in  it.  For  this  reafon,  the  other  great  object  of  the  gene- 
ral war,  the  limits  of  America,  which  by  that  ftrange  chain 
of  hoftile  connections,  which  even  unites  the  various  inde- 
pendent quarrels  and  enmities  of  Europe,  had  been  mixed 
with  the  German  difputes,  was  again  fet  upon  its  proper 
and  peculiar  bafis;  and  whilit  the  truly  German  interefts 
were  handled  at  Augfburg,  it  was  propofed  to  treat  on  this 
head  feparately  in  London  and  in  Paris.  For  this  purpofe, 
miniilers  were  mutuallv  fent  from  thofe  courts ;  Mr.  Stan- 
ley on  the  part  of  England  ;  and  Mr.  BufTy  on  that  of 
France. 

This  proportion  was  alfo  exceedingly  prudent ;  for  there 
is  no  doubt  that  if  thefe  potentates  could  fettle  their  claims 
to  their  mutual  fatisfaction,  and  mould  carry  to  Augfburg 
the  fame  candour  and  good  faith,  and  the  fame  fincere  de- 
fire  of  peace,  their  influence  muft  necefiarily  tend  to  infpire 
principles  of  moderation  into  the  reft,  and  muft  contribute 
largely  to  accelerate  the  great  work  or  pacification. 

Things  were  tjius  fet  upon  the  bed  footing  poffible,  and 
the  nego  iation  fecmed  to  be  in  the  happieft  train  that  could 
be  wifhed.  Bub  unfortunately  the  plan  and  difpofition  of 
the  treaty  were.  mi  adjufted,  than  the  matter 

and  the  fubflance.  It  was  very  obvious,  that  France  if  fhe 
was  willing  even  to  pretend  to  a  defire  of  peace,  could  fcarce 
avoid  making  conceflions,  which  to  her  were  fufficiently 
mortifying.  The  moment  her  proper  quarrel  came  to  be 
feparated  from  the  general  caufe,  fhe  had  every  difadvan- 
tage  in  the  negotiation,  becaufe  me  had  fuffered  every  dif- 
after  in  the  war.  On  the  fide  of  Germany  indeed  fhe  had 
acted  with  fuccefs  ;  but  even  there  the  advantages  fhe  had 
acquired  were  ftill  rrecarious,  as  the  chance  of  war  was  dill 
open  :  no  proportion  for  a  ceffation  of  arms  having  been 
admitted.     As  fhe  knew   therefore,    that   great   facritices 


might 
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might  be  expected  from  her,  me  did  not  fo  finally  reft  her 
hopes  upon  the  negotiation,  as  not  to  look  out  for  another 
refource  ;  and  this  rendered  on  her  part  the  whole  proceed- 
ing lefs  effective  and  lefs  fincere. 

The  refource  irie  fought  was  in  Spain,  who  fhe  hoped 
could  not  look  with  indifference  on  the  humiliation  of  the 
principal  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  Hitherto  in- 
deed the  king  of  Spain  had  obferved  a  tolerable  exact  neu- 
trality in  his  conduct,  and  in  his  declarations  had  fpared  no 
expreffions  of  good  will  and  friendfhip  to  our  court.  He 
feemed  to  be  wholly  intent  on  the  internal  (Economy  of 
his  dominions,  on  the  improvement  of  their  long  neglected 
police,  on  the  advancement  of  their  commerce,  and  the  re- 
gulation of  the  finances.  But  notwithstanding  thefe  do- 
meftic  attentions,  the  French  miniftry  did  not  defpair  of 
drawing  his  regards  abroad.  They  thought  that  the  offers 
which  France  in  her  prefent  circumflances  would  find  her- 
felf  obliged  to  make,  mult,  extremely  alarm  all  good  Spani- 
ards, who  could  not  fee  without  the  moil  ferious  apprehen- 
fions,theFrench  power  wholly  annihilated  in  America.  By  this 
event,  their  colonies,  though  fo  much  fuperior  to  all  others 
in  opulence  and  extent,  muit  in  a  manner  lie  at  the  mercy 
of  Fngland  :  no  power  being  in  any  fort  able  to  afford  them 
aiTiftance,  or  to  hold  the  ballance  between  them  and  the 
power  of  England.  At  this  time  indeed,  the  French  court 
had  not  abfolutely  fucceeded  in  her  defigns  at  Madrid :  but 
{he  was  in  hopes,  that  every  ftep  me  took  in  the  treaty, 
and  every  concefTion  me  mould  make,  would  prove  a  frefh 
incentive  to  the  jealoufies  and  apprehenfions  of  Spain. 
Thus  in  effect  all  the  motions  which  France  feemingly 
made  towards  peace  were  in  reality  fo  many  (reps  towards  a 
new  war  ;  and  whilit.  at  London  irie  breathed  nothing  bur 
moderation,  ^r.  i  the  inoft  earneftdefire  of  putting  a  period  to 
the  calamities  of  Europe,  at  Madrid  me  was  taking  the  moif 
vigorous  meafures  for  fpreading  them  further,  and  continu- 
ing them  longer. 

On  the  fide  of  England,  though  there  was  far  more 
good  faith  in  the  public  procedure,  there  were  alfo,  it  muit 
be  admitted,  manv  circumftances  which  co-operated  to  re- 
tard the  peace.  The  great  and  almoil:  un parallelled  fuccefs 
which  attended  our  arms  in  this  war,  had  raifed  a  proporti- 
onable expectation,  and  infpired  very  high  thoughts  into 
the  minds  of  the  people.     They  thought  it  unreasonable  to 
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make  almoft  any  concefTions  to  a  nation'whofe  ambition  and 
violence  they  had  always  found  tocorrefpond  with  its  power, 
and  whom  they  now  confidered  as  lying  at  their  mercy. 
That  this  was  the  time  for  reducing  France,  which  if  we 
let  pafs,  we  could  never  hope  again  to  recover.  In  thefe 
fcntiments  it  mud  have  fared  ill  with  that  adminiftration, 
w  ho  mould  make  a  facrifice  of  any  of  thofe  objects  on  which 
the  people  had  fet  their  hearts. 

On  the  other  hand  it  could  not  have  efcaped  them,  that 
the  fituation  of  affairs  in  Germany,  however  they  might  be 
artificially  fe  para  ted  in  the  difcufTion,  mull  neceffarily  have 
an  influence  on  the  final  determination  of  the  treaty.  They 
law,  that  after  a  fevere  flruggle  of  five  years,  the  affairs  of 
our  neareff  allies  were  only  not  ruined.  To  fay  nothing  of 
the  condition  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  the  whole  country  of 
Heffe  was  in  the  actual  pofleflion  of  France  ;  they  likewife 
held  the  county  of  Hanau  ;  and  by  their  occupation  of  Got- 
tingen,  the  Hanoverian  territory  lay  open  to  their  arms.  If 
this  quarrel  mould  be  confidered  as  a  caufe  not  ftrictly  En- 
glish (though  the  French  in  their  memorials  contended  it 
was),  yet  certainly  the  Heffians,  and  principally  the  Hano- 
verians, were  allies  of  fo  near  a  connection,  and  had  done 
and  fuffered  fo  much  in  the  common  caufe,  that  it  mull 
have  appeared  fhocking  to  all  Europe,  if  folely  attentive  to 
our  own  peculiar  advantages,  we  fhould  patch  up  a  peace 
without  any  provifion  in  their  favour  :  and  it  was  very  evi- 
dent, that  this  provifion  could  not  be  made  in  the  fituation 
in  which  the  laft  campaign  had  left  them,  'unlefs  our  govern- 
ment purchafed  it  at  a  price  that  would  be  very  grudgingly- 
paid  by  the  Englifh  fubjects. 

The  miniilry,  perplexed  between  the  natural  expectati- 
ons of  their  country,  and  the  reasonable  expectations  of  their 
allies,  mud  have  found  it  not  a  little  difficult  to  know  what 
party  they  ought  to  take.  In  order  to  reconcile,  as  much 
as  poflible,  thefe  contradictory  defires,  the  only  folution 
which  could  be  found  was  to  pufh  the  war  with  the  utmofl 
vigour  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  not  to  hurry  the  negotiation  ; 
in  hopes  that  during  its  progrefs  things  might  take  fuch  a 
turn,  as  to  enable  them  to  purchafe  peace  for  their  allies 
out  of  the acquifitions  they  mould  have  made  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  treaty,  and  without  being  obliged  to  have 
rccourfe  to  their  conquefls,  previous  to  that  sera.  On  this 
footing  they   propofed  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  the  public 
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faith,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  preferve  the  reputation  which 
was  fo  neceffary  to  their  affairs  at  home.  Accordingly  the 
duke  of  Brunfwick  was  to  profecute  with  the  utmoft  vi-our, 
the  operations  which  he  had  begun  in  the  depth  of  winter  ; 
and  an  expedition,  the  object  of  which  was  then  fecret,  was 
prepared  with  equal  diligence  in  England. 

In  thefe  equivocal  difpofitions,  and  in  this  odd  mixture  of 
hoftile  and  pacific  meafures,  began  the  year  1761,  a  year 
more  remarkable,  perhaps,  than  any  of  thofe  we  have  hi- 
therto defcribed,  for  events  which  will  be  radically  decifive 
of  the  future  profperity  or  mifery  of  Europe,  but  lef>,  for 
thofe  matters  by  which  the  imagination  of  the  reader  is 
commonly  affected.  Having  in  this  chapter  laid  down,  as 
far  as  we  can  conjecture,  the  political  motives  lor  the  un- 
common effort  which  was  made  in  Germany,  in  our  next 
chapter  we  mail  give  an  account  of  the  military  plan  of  this 
effort,  the  execution  and  the  fuccefs  of  it, 

CHAP.    II. 

Prince  Ferdinands  plan.  Allies  enter  into  Heffe  and  Thu- 
ringia.  French  retire.  Hereditary  prince  repulfed  at 
Fritzlar.  Fritzlar  taken.  Several  magazines  taken. 
Blockade  of  Marpurg  and  Ziegenhayn.  Siege  of  Cajfel. 
Battle  of  Langenfaltze.  Broglio  reinforced  from  the 
Lower  Rhine.  Hereditary  prince  defeated  at  Stangerode. 
Siege  of  Cafe/,  &c.  raifed.  Allies  retire  behind  the 
Dymel. 

AT  the  clofe  of  the  lafl  campaign,  the  French  had  the 
entire  and  undifturbed  poffefTion  of  the  whole  territory 
of  Heffe :  a  country  tolerably  provided,  and  which  contains 
many  tenable  places.  Some  of  thefe  they  had  ftrengthened 
with  additional  works  ;  and  they  had  amaffed  immenfe  ma- 
gazines in  the  moft  convenient  fituations.  This  was  their 
condition  in  the  front  of  their  winter  cantonments.  On 
their  left  they  had  driven  the  allies  from  the  Lower  Rhine, 
where  they  kept  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  which 
(heightened  our  quarters,  and  checked  our  efforts  on  that 
fide.  On  their  right  they  poffeffed  the  town  of  Gottingen, 
in  which  they  had  placed  a  very  flrong  garrifon  ;  and  thus 
they  fhut  us  up  on  this  quarter  alio,  whilft  the  king's  German 
domininions  lay  entirely  open  to  their  enterprizes. 

Z  z  If 
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If  we  confider  the  fituation  of  the  French  armies,  they 
will  prefent  us  with  the  idea  of  an  immenfe  crefcent,  the 
two  advanced  points  of  which,  were  at  Gottingen  and  Wefel 
and  the  body  extended  in  Hefle  :  fo  that  being  perfectly 
well  provided  with  magazines,  and  mafler  of  all  the  proper 
communications,  neceflary  for  their  current  fubfiftencej 
with  flror.g  places  in  their  rear,  and  in  both  their  flanks ; 
in  the  next  campaign  they  had  only  to  advance  their  feveral 
pofts  in  a  manner  to  enclofe  the  allied  army,  which,  without 
Some  fignal  fuccefs  (from  their  numbers  and  fituation,  hard- 
ly to  be  expected)  would  find  itfeif  entirely  incapable  of 
making  any  ftand  again  ft  them. 

Prince  Ferdinand  was  very  fenfible  of  thefe  inconvenien- 
ces of  his  fituation,  and  of  the  advantages  the  enemy  had 
over  him.     It  was  extremely  difficult  to  fettle  a  plan  for  ac- 
tion ;  but  no  action   could  be   attended  with   much  worfe 
confequences,  than  inactivity  in  a  bad  condition.     He  knew 
from  experience,  that  the  French  were  ill  qualified  for  win- 
ter operations  in  Germany,  and  that  his  own  foldters,  befides 
their  fuperior  hardinefs,  and  their  being  inured  to  the  ri- 
gour of  the  climate,  could  fuffer  but  little  more  from  field 
fervice,  efpecially  if  attended  with  fuccefs,  than  they  muft 
endure  from  the  badnefs  of  their  winter  quarters.  It  is  true 
that  there  was  fomething  difcouraging  in  the  attack  of  a  very 
fuperior  body  of  the  enemy,  poffefTed  of  every  advantage 
again  ft  him:  but  it  was   clear,  that  this  fuperiority,  and 
thefe  advantages  would  not  lefTen  as  the  fummer  approach- 
ed.    It  was  clear,  that  every  ftep  the  enemy  gained  on  him, 
would  render  his  defence  weaker  and  his  refources  more 
fcanty  ;  and  that  if  the  enemy  found  themfelves  in  a  conditi- 
on to  commence  this  campaign  where  they  had  concluded 
the  laft,  and  that  nothing  mould  hinder  their  proceeding  in 
the  earlieft  feafon,  he  could  never  reafonably  hope  to  pro- 
tract the  war  to  another  year.     For  to  fpeak  the  truth,  this 
was  the  utmoft,  which  in  his  circumftances  he  could  pro- 
mife  himfelffrom  the  moft  judicious  fcheme  of  conduct. 

Having  therefore  refolved  to  aft,  he  loft  no  time  to  act 
with  vigour.  He  appointed  three  places  of  rendezvous  on 
the  Dymel,  the  Rhine,  and  in  Saverland.  His  armyafTem- 
bled  on  the  9th  of  February,  without  fufFering  the  enemy 
to  have  any  previous  notice  of  their  intentions.  The  next 
day  the  troops  halted,  and  the  duke  communicated  to  his 
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generals  the  difpofition  he  had  made  for  the  motions  of  the 
whole. 

The  centre  was  led  by  his  ferene  highnefs  in  perfon  ;  it 
penetrated  directly  into  HeiTe,  and  marching  by  Zierenberg 
and  Durenberg,  made  its  way  towards  CaiTel.  The  right 
and  left  of  the  army  were  each  at  a  very  confiderable  dif- 
tance  from  this  body  ;  but  they  were  fo  difpofed  as  fully  to 
co-operate  in  the  general  plan  of  operation,  which  was  ve- 
ry extenfive.  The  hereditary  prince  commanded  on  the 
right :  he  marched  by  Stadbergen  for  Mengeringhaufen ; 
and  leaving  the  country  of  HeiTe  to  the  Eaftward,  as  the 
alarm  was  to  be  as  fudden,  and  as  widdy  diffufed  as  pofii- 
ble,  he  pufhed  forward  with  the  utmoft  expedition  into  the 
heart  of  the  French  quarters.  General  Sporcken  com- 
manded a  corps  at  a  greater  diftance  to  the  left,  and  pene- 
trated into  Thuringia,  by  Duderftadt  and  Heiligenftadt. 
The  defign  of  this  movement  was  to  break  the  communi- 
cation of  the  French  with  the  army  of  the  Empire,  to  open 
one  for  ourfelves  with  the  Prufiians,  and  to  cut  off  all  inter- 
course between  the  grand  army  of  the  enemy,  and  their  gar- 
riibn  at  Gottingen. 

By  this  fudden,  extenfive,  and  vigorous  attack,  the 
French  were  thrown  into  the  utmoft  confternation  :  they 
retreated,  or  rather  fled  upon  every  fide.  It  could  fcarcely 
have  been  imagined,  that  this  was  the  fame  army  v/hich 
had  but  jufl  clofed  the  campaign  with  fo  much  fuccefs. 
Such  has  been  the  fport  of  fortune  in  this  war,  even  beyond 
all  former  examples  of  her  caprice,  that  the  instances  are 
numerous  of  inferior  and  beaten  armies,  without  any  appa- 
rent change  in  their  circumftances,  driving  the  conquerors 
before  them.  So  remarkable  was  the  revolution  of  fortune 
at  this  time,  that  it  is  highly  credible  if  the  French  had  had 
their  quarters  in  an  open  country,  their  army  had  been  to- 
tally deftroyed  :  but  happily  for  them,  they  had  very  fuffi- 
cient  means  of  fecuring  their  retreat.  For  as  the  allies  ad- 
vanced, they  were  obliged  to  leave  CalTel  and  Gottingen  at 
their  backs  ;  into  the  former  of  which  the  enemy  had 
thrown  a  garrifon  equal  to  a  moderate  army  ;  and  in  the 
latter  they  had  7  or  8000  men.  Beyond  thefe  again  were 
Fritzlar,  Ziegenhayn,  and  Marpurg,  places  of  a  tolerable 
degree  of  ftrength  ana  well  garrifoned,  befides  fome  other 
inferior  pofts. 
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The  hereditary  prince,  whofe  party  was  the  moft  advanc- 
ed, ftruck  the  firft  blow,  by  an  attempt  to  furprize  Fritz- 
lar.  He  had  received  advice  that  it  was  not  prepared  to  re- 
ceive him.  He  accordingly  took  only  a  few  battalions  and 
no  cannon,  in  hopes  of  being  able. to  carry  that  place  at 
once.  But  unfortunately  he  was  deceived  in  his  intelligence. 
The  garrifon  was  prepared  and  refolute,  and  though  the 
hereditary  prince  attacked  it  with  his  ufual  fpirit,  he  was 
obliged  for  that  time  to  defift,  and  to  draw  off  with  no  in- 
confiderable  lofs. 

About  this  time,  Marpurg  was  attempted  in  the   fame 
manner,  and  with  no  better  fuccefs.     Gen.  Breidenback,  an 
Hanoverian  officer,  of  great  bravery,  experience  and  repu- 
tation*, who  commanded  there,  loft  his  life   in  the  attack. 
Thefe  two  fevere  checks  at  the  entrance  into  action,  did  not 
however  difcourage  either  the  parties  that  fuffered  them,  or 
the  reft  of  the  army.     They  advanced  as  expeditiously,  and 
with  more  caution.    Cannon  and  mortars  were  brought  be- 
fore Fritzlar,  which,  after  a  defence  that  was  rather  made 
for  the  credit  of  the  commander,  than  from  any 
Feb.  15.   hope  of  faving  the  place,  furrendered  on  honour- 
able terms.     A  large  magazine  was  found  here. 
The  marquis  of  Granby  was  employed,  with   fuccefs,  in 
reducing  the  forts  and  caftles  in  this  neighbourhood.     The 
allied  army  refolutely  advanced,  and  as  they  advanced,  the 
French  continually  retired,  abandoning  poft  after  poft,  and 
fell  back  almoft  to  the  Maine.     They  fired  their  magazines 
as  they  retreated  ;  but  the  allies  purfued  with  fo  much  ra- 
pidity, that  they  faved  five  capital  ftores  ;  one  of  which  con- 
tained no  lefs  than  80,000  facks  of  meal,  50,000  facks  of 
oats,  and  a  million  of  rations  of  hay,  a  very   fmall  part  of 
which  had  been  deftroyed.     Thefe  were  acquifitions  of  the 
utmoft  advantage,  as  they  wonderfully  facilitated  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  army  ;  which,  as   it  advanced,  ftill  found  its 
fubfiftence ;  provifion  was  alfo  thereby  made  for  the  caval- 
ry, which  otherwife,  it  could  never  have  been  fupplied  with 
in  fuch  a  feafon,  and  at  fuch  a  vaft  diftance  from  our  origi- 
nal quarters. 

Notwithftanding  this  fuccefs  in  front,  it  was  not  here  the 
grand  object  of  our  operations  lay.  Cartel  was  to  be  redu- 
ced. The  French  had  in  that  town  a  garrifon  of  1 7  batta- 
lions, befides  fome  other  corps,  under  the  command  of  the 
count  de  Broglio  ;  and  there  was  no  doubt,  that  he  would 
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defend  the  place  to  the  utmoft.  The  fortifications  of  Caflel 
are  moftly  in  the  old  manner ;  they  confift  of  very  high, 
but  ftrong  walls.  Some  works  indeed  had  been  newly  ad- 
ded ;  but  the  great  hope  of  the  enemy  was  in  the  ftrength 
of  the  garriion  and  the  rigour  of  the  leafon.  The  fiege  of 
this  place  was  not  to  be  delayed  ;  however  it  was  neceffary 
previously  to  clear  all  the  adjacent  country  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  cut  off  the  communication  of  the  garrifon  with  their 
grand  army. 

Therefore  when  marfhal  Brcglio  had  been  driven  quite 
out  of  Heffe,  and  had  retreated  towards  Frankfort,  prince 
Ferdinand  ceafed  to  advance ;  and  having  ordered  two  bo- 
dies to  the  blockade  of  Marpurg  and  Ziegenhayn,  which 
ftill  obftinately  held  out,  he  formed  that  part  of  the  army 
which  was  with  him  into  a  chain  of  cantonments,  making  a 
front  towards  the  enemy  which  extended  from  the  river 
Lahn  to  the  river  Ohm,  and  from  the  Ohm  to  the  Fulda ; 
thus  he  propofed  to  watch  the  motions  of  Marfhal  Broglio's 
army,  to  cover  the  fiege  of  Caffel,  and  the  blockades  of 
the  two  fortreffes  juft  mentioned.  The  fiege  of  Caffel  was 
carried  on  by  the  count  of  Lippe  Schaumburg,  afovereign 
prince  of  the  empire,  reputed  one  of  the  ableft  engineers  in 
Europe.  His  management  of  the  artillery  at  Thornhaufen 
was  a  principal  caufe  in  the  acquifition  of  that  great  victory ; 
and  it  was  not  doubted  that  his  abilities  would  be  exerted 
as  effectively  at  Caffel.  Trenches  were  opened  on  the  firft 
of  March.  All  eyes  were  now  directed  to  this  point ;  for 
on  the  fuccefs  of  this  ftroke  depended  the  whole  fortune  of 
the  campaign.  It  was  very  apparent  that  if  Caffel  and  its 
garrifon  mould  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  allies,  Gottingen 
and  the  inferior  places  muff  inevitably  fall  along  with  it ; 
and  this  misfortune  would  be  more  than  equivalent  to  the 
lofs  of  a  great  battle. 

Wbilft  the  war  was  thus  carried  on  in  Heffe,  M.  Sporck- 
en  who  commanded  the  detachment  to  the  left,  on  the  fide 
of  Saxony,  advanced  with  an  intrepidity  equal  to  the  reft  ; 
he  was  foon  joined  by  a  corps  of  Pruffians,  and  the  united 
army  loft  no  time  to  clear  the  Werra  and  theUnftrut  of  the 
bodies  of  French  and  Saxons  which  occupied  the  moft  im- 
portant pofts  upon  thefe  rivers.  As  thefe  bodies  were  ad- 
vantageoufiy  pofted,  and  could  be  fupported  on  one  fide  by 
the  garrifon  of  Gottingen,  and  on  the  other,  as  they  pro- 
mifed  thcmfelves,  by  the  army  of  the  Empire,  they  main- 
tained 
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tained  their  ground  ;  and  this  foon  brought  on 
Feb.  14.  a  (harp  action.  The  allies  attacked  a  large  body 
advantageoufly  polled  at  Langenfaltze  upon  the 
Unftf  ut ;  the  event  was  entirely  favourable.  Three  whole 
battalions  of  Saxons  were  made  prifoners  by  the  PruiTians  ; 
M.  de  Sporcken  took  two  battalions.  The  enemy's  lofs 
was  computed  at  five  thoufand  men  ;  feveral  pieces  of 
cannon  were  alio  taken,  and  a  large  magazine  was  aban- 
doned. This  blow  was  well  followed  ;  one  body  of  the 
combined  army  pufhed  to  Eifenach  and  Gotha,  whilft 
another  by  forced  marches  got  forward  to  Fulda  ;  the 
French  gave  way  on  their  right;  and  the  army  of  the 
empire  on  the  left ;  the  latter  fell  back  to  Bamberg,  to- 
tally abandoning  a  very  large  tract  of  country. 

Hitherto  the  affairs  of  the  allies  proceeded  almoft  in  an 
uninterrupted  courfe  or  profperity.  It  was  indeed  a  degree 
of  profperity  altogether  alTonifhing,  and  which  as  at  firft  it 
could  fcarcely  have  been  expected,  fo  there  was  no  reafon  to 
imagine  it  would  have  any  long  continuance.  For  the  allies 
on  the  fide  of  Saxony,  where  M.  Sporcken  acted,  in  pro- 
portion as  their  activity  and  fuccefs  carried  them  forward, 
left  the  countries  on  their  rear  more  and  more  uncovered, 
and  expoied,  without  any  or  with  a  very  inefficient  defence, 
to  the  attempts  of  the  powerful  garrifon  of  Gcttingen.  The 
count  de  Vaux,  who  commanded  that  garrifon,  is  a  very 
able  and  enterprizing  offcer.  And  he  no  fooner  perceived, 
that  the  allies  were  wholly  intent  upon  driving  their  enemies 
from  the  Werra  and  Unftrut,  and  on  pullilng  the  advantages 
they  had  acquired  to  the  utmoft,  than  he  marched  out  of 
Gottingen  with  a  ftrong  detachment,  attacked  and  ,  outed  an 
Hanoverian  convoy,  fell  upon  the  town  of  Duderftadt  with 
the  utmofc  violence  ;  and  though  he  failed  in  his  firft.  at- 
tempt, he  repeated  it  with  fo  much  fpirit,  that  at  length  he 
carried  that  town,  and  afterwards  fonie  of  the  moil:  confi- 
derable  places  near  it.  By  thefe  fucceiTes  he  prevented  M. 
de  Sporcken's  corps  from  returning  by  the  way  they  had  ad- 
vanced, and  indeed  abiolutely  difqualified  them  from  acting 
feperately  from  their  main  army  ;  to  which  foon  after  thefe 
events,  they  were  obliged  to  join  themfelves.  This  junc- 
tion now  became  neceiTary  on  another  account. 

Marfhal  Broglio  towards  the  clofe  of  the  laft  campaign 
had  been  obliged,  by  the  enterprifcs  of  the  hereditary 
Prince,  to  detach  from  his  army  in  HeiTe  a  large  body  to 
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the  Lower  Rhine.  He  now  found  it  equally  proper  to  re- 
call this  body  together  with  further  reinforcements,  in  order 
to  maintain  his  ground  in  the  country  northward  of  the 
Maine,  where  he  was  clofely  preffed  by  the  allies,  and 
which  he  muft  be  compelled  fhamefully  to  relinquilh,  if 
'CafTel  was  not  relieved  in  time.  Senfible  of  this,  with 
whatever  difficulty,  he  called  in  his  moll  diilant  pofts,  em- 
bodied his  army,  infpired  them  with  new  fpirits,  and  made 
them  capable,  by  a  more  exact,  order  in  their  difcipline  and 
a  great  fuperiority  in  their  numbers,  of  attempting  fome- 
thing  considerable. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  hopes  of  the  allies  depended  on 
the  effect  of  their  firft  impreffion  ;  they  were  obliged  to 
attempt  too  many  objects  at  the  fame  time,  and  thefe  too 
arduous  for  the  number  of  which  their  army  confuted.  For 
it  was  neceffary  that  they  mould  keep  one  army,  and  that 
no  fmall  one,  employed  on  the  fiege  of  CafTel  ;  another 
was  occupied  in  the  blockade  of  Ziegenhayn  ;  a  third  was 
employed  to  the  eaflward  of  the  Fulda ;  and  ftill  a  fourth 
was  neceffary  to  cover  and  fuftain  ail  thefe  various  opera- 
tions, and  to  oppofe  itfelf  to  the  attempts  of  marfhal  Brog- 
lio.  It  was  but  too  plain,  that  when  the  whole  of  the 
French  force  was  collected  in  ore  point,  it  could  never  be 
refilled  by  a  part  only  of  the  allied  army  ;  if  they  mould 
attempt  to  draw  away  any  of  the  feparate  corps  from  the 
critical  fervice  upon  which  it  was  employed,  the  entire  pur- 
pofe  of  their  labours  was  given  up.  In  a  word,  Prince 
Ferdinand  had  three  flrong  pofts  of  the  enemy  on  his  rear, 
and  their  grand  army  now  perfectly  united  on  his  front,  and 
his  Situation,  which  was  far  from  advantageous,  obliged  him 
to  call  in  M.  Sporoker's  body  which  had  effected  its  pur- 
pofe  and  could  beft  be  Spared.  However  the  Prince  kept 
his  pcfiton  as  long  as  poffible ;  and  the  fiege  was  carried 
on  with  as  much  vigour  as  a  winter  operation,  and  the  Spi- 
rited defence  of  a  great  garrifon  ably  commanded,  would 
admit. 

But  marfhal  Brcglio,  as  foon  as  he  had  collected  his  armv, 
advanced  without  delay.  He  caufed  the  troops  under  the 
hereditary  prince  to  be  attacked  near  the  village  of  Stange- 
rode,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Grunberg,  where  he  was  ad- 
vanced in  front  of  the  before-mentioned  line  of  the  allied 
army.  The  attack  was  made  bv  the  enemies  dragoons,  the 
very  firil  fhcck  of  which  broke  the  whole  foot,  confiding  of 
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nine  regiments,  Hanoverians,  Heflians,  and  Brunfwickers. 
The  French  on  this  occafion  made  two  thoufand  prifoners, 
and  pofTefled  themielves  of  feveral  trophies  of  victory  ;  few 
were  killed  or  wounded  on  either  fide. 

After  this  blow  the  allied  army  could  no  longer  think  of 
making  head  againft.  the  French,  or  of  maintaining  their 
ground  in  Hefle.  They  broke  up  the  blockade  of  Ziegen- 
hayn  ;  and  foon  after  raifed  the  fiege  of  Cartel,  after  twenty- 
feven  days  open  trenches.  They  evacuated  the  whole  coun- 
try of  Heffe,  retired  behind  the  Dymel,  and  falling  back 
nearly  to  the  quarters  they  pofTefled  before  this  undertaking. 

Thus  ended  an  expedition  which  was  carried  on  againft 
many  difficulties,  with  much  fpirit,  and  which  at  firft.  excit- 
ed great  hopes.  It  failed  indeed  in  fome  of  its  objects ;  but 
it  produced  its  effect  in  the  total  of  the  operations  of  the 
year.  The  French,  by  the  deftruttion  or  feizure  of  fo  many 
of  their  principal  magazines,  were  for  a  long  time  difabled 
from  taking  any  advantage  of  their  fuccefTes  in  the  preced- 
ing campaign,  or  from  their  late  victory.  It  was  not  until 
the  feafon  was  a  good  deal  advanced  that  they  were  in  a 
condition  to  a£t.  This  ceflation  was  not  dearly  bought 
even  by  the  lofs  we  fuftained  at  Stangerode,  and  the  ex- 
treme hardfhips  the  troops  had  endured  during  the  whole 
fervice  ;  for  circumftanced  as  both  armies  were  at  their 
quitting  the  field,  without  this  feafonable  check  it  is  proba- 
ble we  mould  have  at  this  day  no  footing  in  Germany.  Both 
armies  as  it  were  by  confent  lay  quiet  in  their  winter  quar- 
ters. During  their  inaction,  the  negotiation  at  London  and 
Paris,  whofe  commencement  we  have  related  in  the  firft 
chapter,  was  purfued  without  interruption. 

CHAP.    III. 

The  negotiation  continued.  Proportion  of  uti  pofiidetis.  De- 
bate concerning  the  periods.  Belleifle  defer ibed.  Englijh 
repulfed  at  Lochmaria  bay.  They  make  good  their  land- 
ing. Palais  befteged.  Town  abandoned.  Citadel  ca- 
pitulates. 

IT  muft  be  obferved,  that  after  the  judicious  feparations 
which  had  been  made  of  the  intercfts  of  the  feverai  pow- 
ers at  war,  there  ftill  remained  a  fufficient  fund  of  intricacy 
and  altercation  in  each  particular  difcufiion.   In  order  there- 
fore 
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fore  to  make  the  way  to  peace  as  fmooth  as  pofuble,  it  v.-as 
refolved  previoufly  to  eftablifh  fome  certain  and  fimple  points 
that  might  ferve  to  direct  and  keep  fteady  the  whole  nego- 
tiation. Thefe  points  were  but  two  ;  indeed  they  were  fo 
infeperably  connected  with  each  other,  that  they  feerned 
rather  members  of  the  fame  proportion  than  feparate  arti- 
cles. The  firft  was,  that  the  two  crowns  Jhould  remain  in 
pojfejjion  of  what  they  have  conquered  one  from  the  other. 
The  fecond  imported  that,  the  filiation  in  which  they  f 3  all 
fand  at  certain  periods,  fall  be  the  pofition  to  ferve  as  a 
bafis  for  the  treaty  which  may  be  negotiated  between  the 
two  powers. 

As  France  was  known  to  have  had  the  worft  in  the  war, 
a  propofition  offatu  quo,  coming  from  her,  muft  have  ap- 
peared an  inftance  of  moderation,  altogether  furprizing  to 
our  minifters.  It  is  certain,  that  had  peace  been  concluded 
at  that  inftant,  and  upon  the  fole  foundation  of  this  article, 
England  would  then  have  poflefTed  all  the  conquefts  me  had 
made,  every  one  of  which  was  in  a  very  high  degree  advan- 
tageous to  her  commerce  and  her  power,  and  none  of  which 
could  be  confidered  as  a  fubject  of  future  difcuffion.  On 
the  other  hand,  France  continuing  in  poffeflion  of  the  places 
(he  had  conquered,  would  have  acquired  no  advantage  that 
could  at  all  countervail  the  expence  of  keeping  them  ;  at 
the  fame  time  that  fhe  would  be  expofed  to  endlefs  alter- 
cations, and  would  afford  matter  of  the  higheft  jealoufy,  in- 
dignation, and  difcontent,  even  to  her  neareft  allies.  This 
bafis  being  therefore  fettled,  although  it  was  evident,  that 
the  treaty  could  not  reft  upon  this  bafis  folely.  England 
had  certainly  a  great  fuperiority  in  the  negotiation,  and 
might  rationally  expect  (when  they  mould  come  to  talk  of 
reftitutions)  to  purchafe  the  evacuation  of  the  French  con- 
quefts in  Germany,  at  a  much  fmaller  price  than  their  ap- 
parent magnitude  might  feem  to  demand.  However  thefe 
were  fail  a  matter  of  fo  much  anxiety,  and  the  nature  of 
the  precife  ftipulations  were  {till  fo  uncertain,  that  the  ne- 
gotiation, though  it  proceeded  with  ftrong  appearance  of  a 
defire  for  peace,  met  with  very  frequent  checks  and  delays. 
Both  parties  were  indeed  unanimous  in  the  article  of  uti 
pojfidetis ;  than  which,  it  muft  be  admitted,  there  could  not  be 
a  better  ground  to  treat  upon.  But  as  the  war  ft  ill  conti- 
nued, and  whilft  it  continued  might  make  a  daily  alteration 
in  the  fortune  of  the  contracting  powers,  it  was  necefiary 
A  a  a  to 
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to  fix  upon  fome  epochas  to  which  this  pofleffory  article 
fhould  refer. 

The  French  on  this  head  propofed,  that  the  fituation  in 
which  they  ft)  all  ft  and  on  the  firft  of  September  in  the  year 
I  761  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  on  the  firft  of  July  in  the  fame  year 
in  the  Weft-Indies  and  in  Africa,  and  on  the  firft  of  May 
following  in  Europe,  fhould  be  the  pofition,  which  Jhould 
feriie  as  a  bafts  to  the  treaty  which  may  be  negotiated  be- 
tween the  two  powers.  They  added  further,  that  as  thefe 
epochas  might  feem  too  near  or  too  diftant  for  the  intereft 
of  Great  Britain,  they  were  extremely  willing  to  enter  into 
a  negotiation  upon  that  object. 

The  Englifh  miniftry  received  this  propofition^with  lefs 
fatisfa&ion  than  its  apparent  fairnefs  deferved.  They  en- 
tirely rejected  the  French  epochas;  and  declared  that  they 
could  not  admit,  without  prejudice  to  themfelves,  any  other 
epochas  than  thofe  which  have  reference  to  the  day  of  fign- 
ing  the  treaty  of  peace.  Had  this  refolution  been  ftri&ly 
adhered  to,  it  was  evident  that  the  negociation  was  that  mo- 
ment at  an  end.  For  though  what  was  afTerted  in  the 
French  memorial  in  reply  to  this  declaration,  ( that  the  bafts 
of  the  propofttion  of  uti  poflidetis  was  neceffarily  connected 
with  the  particular  epochas  propofed)  is  by  no  means  to  be 
admitted  ;  it  is  on  the  other  hand  not  eafy  to  deny  the  var 
lidity  of  their  fubfequent  aflertion,  "  that  if  not  thefe,  at 
\eaQ.fome  certain  periods  during  the  war  ought  to  be  fixed  ; 
and  that  the  uti  pojjidetis  could  not  reafonably  have  reference 
only  to  the  time  of  figning  the  treaty  of  peace."  For  if  the 
contrary  principle  was  once  admitted,  it  would  become 
difficult  to  know,  or  even  with  probability  to  guefs,  at  the 
nature  or  the  value  of  the  pofTeiTions  which  by  fuch  an  ar- 
ticle fhould  be  mutually  given  away.  And  if  thefe  difficul- 
ties occurred  in  the  fimplicity  of  a  pofleffory  article,  they 
muft  be  increafed  tenfold  upon  every  other,  and  muft  come 
to  fuch  an  height  as  to  preclude  all  poffibility  of  negotiation 
on  things  of  fo  intricate  a  nature  as  exchanges  and  equiva- 
lents. The  French  in  their  memorial  infifted  fo  ftrongly 
on  the  propriety  of  eftabli  filing  thefe  periods,  that  they 
threatened  to  recal  the  whole  propofition  if  they  were  not 
agreed  to. 

It  muft  doubtlefs  appear  at  firft  view  furprizing  to  fee 
France,  whofe  actual  fituation  was  very  indifferent,  con- 
tending for  a  near  period,  and  England,  whofe  affairs  were 
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at  that  time  apparently  in  a  profperous  fituation,  poftponing 
the  uti  pojpdetis  to  one  more  remote.  But  the  truth  is,  that 
in  that  particular  neither  party  consulted  their  prefent  con- 
dition. They  a&ed  wholly  on  forefight.  For  though  the 
Englifh,  on  the  25th  of  March,  when  this  propofition  was 
made,  were  carrying  on  the  fiege  of  Caflel,  and  the  other 
flxong  places  in  Hefle,  and  the  enemy  had  no  army  in  that 
country  to  oppofe  them,  it  was  notwithftanding  evident  that 
from  the  flow  progrefs  of  thofefieges,  and  from  the  alacri- 
ty of  marfhal  Broglio  in  collecting  his  troops,  they  rauft  be 
{hortly  obliged  to  abandon  the  enterprize  ;  it  was  evident 
that  France  muft  be  reinflated  in  the  abfolute  poflefllon  of 
her  former  conquefts  long  before  the  epocha  of  the  firfl  of 
May,  the  period  which  they  fixed  for  Europe.  Both  courts 
were  fully  apprized  of  this.  It  was  therefore  the  interefl 
of  France  to  offer  and  of  England  to  reject  this  near  period  ; 
efpecial'.y  as  the  fate  of  the  defign  on  the  coaft  of  France 
was  then  depending,  and  our  adminiftration  feemed  to  have 
conceived  no  mean  hopes  of  its  fuccefs,  and  no  fmall  opini- 
on of  its  importance  in  the  negotiation. 

The  fleet  employed  in  this  expedition  failed  from  Spit- 
head  on  the  29th  of  March,  and  it  was  foon  difcovered  that 
Belleifle  wras  the  object. 

Belleifle,  the  largefl  cf  all  the  European  iflands  belonging 
to  the  French  king,  is  between  12  and  13  leagues  in  cir« 
Cumference. 

The  ifland  originally  belonged  to  the  earl  of  Cornouaille, 
but  has  been  fince  yielded  to  the  king:  it  contains  only  one 
little  city,  called  Le  Palais,  three  country  towns,  103  vil- 
lages, and  about  5000  inhabitants. 

The  town  of  Palais  takes  its  name  from  a  caftle,  belong* 
ing  to  the  duke  de  Belleifle,  in  its  neighbourhood,  which  is 
now  converted  into  a  citadel,  which  is  a  regular  and  flrong 
fortification,  fronting  the  fea,  compofed  principally  of  horn- 
work,  and  is  provided  with  two  dry  ditches,  the  one  next  the 
counterfcarp,  and  the  other  fo  contrived  as  to  fecure  the  in- 
terior fortifications.  This  citadel  is  divided  from  the  largeft 
part  of  the  town  by  an  inlet  of  the  fea,  over  which  there 
is  a  bridge  of  communication ;  from  the  other  part  of  the 
town  ;  and  which  is  mod  inhabited,  it  is  only  divided  by 
its  own  fortifications,  and  a  glacis.  There  are  three  no- 
minal harbours  in  this  ifland,  Palais,  Sauzon  and  Goulfard  ; 
every  one  of  which  labours  under  fome  capital  defect,  either 
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in  being -expofed,  (hallow,  or  dangerous  at  the  entrance. 
The  o»i ly  branch  of  trade  carried  on  here  is  the  curing 
pilchards. 

From  this  ftate  of  the  ifland,  poor  in  itfelf,  capable  of 
little  improvement,  ::nd  \o  ill  circumftanced  in  point  of  har- 
bours, a  rort  of  a  diflike  to  the  expedition  began  to  arife. 
Se^.  pral  did  not  fee  of  what  confidence  iervice  fuch  a  con- 
quefc  cc:i-d  be  of  to  England  in  time  of  peace,  or  of  what 
\^\:\u  lie  to  the  enemy  in  time  of  war.  They  forefaw  that 
it  could  not  be  taken  without  confiderable  lofs,  or  kept 
without  confiderable  expence  ;  and  on  the  whole  they  ap- 
prehended that  when  exchanges  came  to  be  made,  France 
would  lay  no  great  ftrefs  upon  it.  On  the  other  hand  it  was 
urged,  that  though  the  harbours  were  bad,  yet  fmall  priva- 
teers might  ilTue  from  thence,  greatly  to  the  moleftation  of 
the  French  coafting  trade ;  and  that  the  fleet  of  England 
might  ride  between  it  and  the  continent  in  a  well  protected 
road.  They  imagined  the  poffeflion  of  this  ifland,  if  not 
of  great  detriment  to  the  intereft  of  France,  would  be  a 
grievous  wound  to  her  pride  ;  and  that  thole  circumflances 
which  had  formerly  induced  her  to  expend  money  on  the 
fortifications  there,  and  on  the  apprehenfion  of  an  invafion 
to  fill  them  with  a  powerful  garrifon,  would  likewife  per- 
fuade  her  to  fet  a  value  on  the  place  when  it  came  to  be 
eftimated  in  the  treaty. 

Whilft  they  reafoned  in  this  manner  in  England,  the 
fleet  under  the  command  of  commodore  Keppel,  and  the 
land  forces  under  general  Hodgfon,  arrived  before  Belleifie 
on  the  7th  of  April,-  and  on  the  8th  agreed  to  attempt  a 
landing  on  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  ifland  in  a  fandy  bay  near 
Lochmaria  point.  Here  the  enemy  were  in  pofleffion  of  a 
little  fort ;  they  had  moreover  entrenched  themfelves  on 
an  hill  exceflively  deep,  and  the  foot  of  which  was  fcraped 
away.  The  attempt  was  made  in  three  places  with  great 
refolution:  a  few  grenadiers  got  on  Ihore,  and  formed  them- 
felves ;  but  as  they  were  not  fupported,  they  were  for  the 
greater  part  made  prifeners.  The  red  of  the  army,  after 
feveral  very  brave  and  repeated  efforts,  being  wholly  unable 
to  force  the  enemies  lines,  or  make  good  their  landing,  were 
obliged  to  retire  with  lofs ;  what  added  to  the  difafter  was, 
that  feveral  of  the  flat  bottomed  veifels  were  deftroyed  or 
damaged  in  an  hard  gale  which  followed  on  our  retiring 
from  the  more.  This  made  the  profpeefc  of  any  future  at- 
tempt 
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tempt  more  unpleafing  even  than  the  firft.  In  this  attack 
we  loft  in  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners,  near  five  hundred 
men. 

Neither  commanders  nor  foldiers  were  however  difpirit- 
ed  by  this  mortifying  repulfe.  They  refolved,  if  pofiible, 
not  to  return  without  effeQ:,  and  then  determined  diligently 
to  fearch  the  whole  coaft,  in  order  to  find  a  place  more  fa- 
vourable for  another  attack.  The  view  indeed  was  not  en- 
couraging. The  ifland  is  naturally  a  fortification  ;  and 
what  nature  had  left  undone  to  make  it  fuch,  had  been 
amply  fupplied  by  art. 

It  was  a  long  time  after  this  firft  failure  before  the  wea- 
ther would  give  our  commanders  an  opportunity  of  a  fecond 
trial ;  however  they  perfifted  with  the  utmoft  fteadinefs 
and  found  at  length  a  convenient  fituation.  Not  that  it 
was  a  part  of  the  coaft  lefs  ftrong  than  the  reft ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  built  their  principal  hopes  on  the  exceffive 
fteepnefs  and  difficulty  of  the  rocks,  which  had  rendered 
the  enemy  rather  lefs  attentive  on  this  quarter.  This  ar- 
duous attempt  was  made  at  a  bold  rocky  more,  near  the 
above-mentioned  point  of  Lochmaria.  Befides  the  princi- 
pal attack,  two  feints  were  made  at  the  fame  time  to  diftract 
the  enemy,  whilft  the  men  of  war  dire&ed  their  fire  with 
great  judgment  and  effect  on  the  hills.  Thefe  manoeuvres 
gave  brigadier  general  Lambert  with  an  handful  of  men 
an  opportunity  of  climbing  up  a  very  fteep  rock,  without 
moleftation.  This  little  body  having  thus  profperoufly 
gained  the  top  of  the  hill,  formed  themfelves  in 
good  order,  and  without  delay.  They  were  im-  April  2s. 
mediately  attacked  by  three  hundred  of  the 
French,  but  they  maintained  their  advantage  with  refo- 
lution  until  the  whole  corps  of  brigadier  Lambert,  which 
now  had  afcended  in  the  fame  manner,  arrived  to  their 
ailiftance,  and  repulfed  the  enemy  (a). 

The 

(a)  Letters  from  Major  Gen.  Hodgfon,  and  the  Hon.  Commodore 
Keppel,  to  the  Secretaries  of  State ,  relative  to  their  expedition 
agalnji  the  Ifland  of  Belleifle. 

SIR  SPn  board  the  Valiant,   off 

\    Belleifle,  April  12,    1761. 

I  Have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majefty's  fleet  under 
the  command   of  Com.  Keppel,  and  the  tranfports  with  'his 

Majefty's 
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The  landing  of  all  the  forces  was  made  good   in  a  fhort 
time  after.      The   lofs   in  this  daring  and  fuccefsful   at- 
tempt, was  inconfiderable.     In  one  or  two  places  the  ene- 
my 


Majefty's  forces  on  board,  came  to  an  anchor  in  this  road  oh 
Tuefday,  the  7th  inft.  about  twelve  o'clock.  Soon  after  their  ar- 
rival, 1  went  with  the  Commodore  to  take  a  view  of  the  coaft  ; 
and  we  agreed  at  our  return,  that  the  port  of  St.  Andro  appeared 
to  us  to  be  the  bell  place  to  make  a  defcent ;  and  it  was  fettled, 
that  Sir  Thomas  Stanhope,  with  fome  of  his  Majefty's  (hips,  and 
the  tranfports,  with  Stuart's  and  Gray's  battalions  and  marines  on 
board,  mould  make  a  feint  at  Sauzony  at  the  fame  time  that  we 
made  a  real  attack  at  St.  Andro.  Then  it  was  too  late  in  the  day 
to  do  more  than  give  the  neceifary  orders  for  the  troops  deftined 
to  land  firit,  to  be  ready  to  embark  early  in  the  morning  in  the 
flat-bottomed  boats,  that  I  might  attempt  a  landing  as  foon  as  the 
fhips  had  ri!enced  a  four -gun  battery,  which  commanded  the  en- 
trance of  the  bat.  This  was  loon  done  by  the  Achilles,  after  fhe 
took  her  flatten.  No  time  was  then  loft  to  go  in  with  the  boats, 
with  the  grenadiers,  and  the  reginents  ordered  for  this  fervice. 
But  when  we  entered  the  bay,  we  found  the  enemy  fo  ftrongly  in- 
trenched on  each  fide  of  the  hill,  which  was  exceifively  fteep,  and 
the  foot  of  i:  feraped  away,  that  it  was  impofhble  to  get  up  to 
the  breaft^rork  After  feveral  unfv.ccefsful  efforts,  feeing  it  was 
iiiivraclicsble  to  force  the  enemy  from  their  lines,  I  thought  it  ad- 
vi.pble  to  defift.  Maj-  Gen.  Craivford  and  Brig.  Carleton  exerted 
the.nfelves  as  much  as  pofiible  on  the  occafion  :  the  latter  is 
wounded  in  the  thigh,  but  in  a  good  way  of  doing  well.  The 
lofs  we  luifered  in  our  retreat  was  very  inconfiderable,  as  the  fire 
of  the  mips  covered  it.  The  weather  has  been  fo  bad  ever  fince 
the  3th,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  returns  from  the  fe- 
veral corps,  fo  I  cannot  afcertain  our  lofs  ;  but  I  believe  there  are 
near  500  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners.  I  fha'i  defire  Mr. 
KePpel  to  go  along  with  me  to  reconnoitre  the  ifland  once^ 
more,  and  if  we  can  difcover  any  part  whereon  an  attempt  can 
be  made  with  the  leaft  probability  of  fuccefs,  we  Ihali  make  a  fe- 
cond  trial,  T  cannot  help  obferving  to  you,  that  the  whole  ifl- 
and is  a  fortification  ;  and  that  the  little  nature  had  left  undone 
to  make  it  fuch,  has-  been  amply  fupplied  by  art ;  the  enemy 
having  been  at  work  upon  it  ever  fince  Sir  Edward  Haiuke  ap- 
peared before  it  laft  winter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  the  greateft  harmony  has 
fubfiftfcd  between  the  two  fervices  ;  and  I  mould  not  do  juftice  to 
the  commander  and  officers  of  his  Majefty's  fleet,  if  I  did  not  at 

the 
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my  feemed  difpofed  to  make  fome  ftand  ;  but  the  body  of 
light  horfe,  which  was  embarked  in  this  expedition,  foon 
drove  them  to  the  town,  and  laid  all  quite  open  to  the  in- 

trenchments 


the  fame  time  inform  you,  that  they  have  aflifted  me  to  the  utmoft 
of  my  wifhes  in  carrying  on  the  operations,  purfuant  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  inftruftioos. 

/  have  the  honour  to  he,  &c. 
SHEDHOLM  HODGSON. 

q  T  p  C  Valiant,   in  the  great  road  of 

b  l  *'  X      Belleijle,  April  13,1761. 

I  Had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  the  29th  of  March,  when 
I  left  Spithead.  It  was  from  that  time  to  the  6th  inft.  before 
the  wind  came  to  the  weft  ward,  to  enable  the  fleet  to  fteer  in 
with  the  coaft  of  France;  and  that  evening  I  detached  fix  frigates, 
in  hopes  they  might  in  the  night  get  fo  ftationed,  as  to  cut  off 
the  enemy's  communication  with  the  main  land.  The  next  morn- 
ing the  fleet  pafTed  the  fouth  end  £>f  Belleijle,  clofe  along  the  ihore ; 
and  at  one  of  the  bays  by  Point  Lomaria,  the  General  and  myfelf 
thought  a  defcent  might  be  tried  :  but  as  the  wind  was  foutherly, 
it  could  not  poffibly  be  attempted  at  that  time.  At  twelve 
o'clock  the  whole  fleet  anchored  in  the  great  road  ;  when  imme- 
diately I  went  with  Gen.  Hodgfon  to  the  northern  part  of  the  ifl- 
and,  to  be  as  well  informed  of  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy's  works 
there  as  the  time  v/ould  admit  -,  and  while  we  were  upon  this  ne- 
cefTary  fervice,  the  fhips  of  war  in  the  road  were  preparing  the 
flat  boats  for  the  reception  of  the  troops  ;  but  by  the  time  we 
got  back,  it  was  too  late  in  the  day  to  make  any  trial. 

The  8th,  the  wind  north-eafterly,  the  boats  being  ready  for 
the  reception  of  the  troops,  the  fignal  was  made  very  early  in  the 
morning  for  them  to  affemble  at  the  rendezvous  ;  and  three  fhips, 
with  two  bomb-veffels,  were  ordered  to  proceed  round  the  point 
of  Lomaria,  at  the  S.  E.  part  of  the  ifland,  and  attack  the  fort 
and  other  works  in  the  Sandy  Bay  round  the  before-mentioned 
point,  the  place  the  General  and  myfelf  had  agreed  to  have 
attacked. 

Capt.  Barrington,  in  the  Achilles,  got  placed  firft,  and  foou 
filenced  the  fire  from  the  fort  and  from  the  fhore ;  and  then,  as 
he  was  directed,  made  the  fignal  of  his  having  done  fo  ;  when 
the  troops  in  the  boats  were  pufhed  to  the  landing,  with  great 
uriiknefs  and  fpirited  behaviour,  at  three  different  places  near  to 
each  other,  by  Capt.  Barton,  whom  I  ordered  to  command  the 

boats. 
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trenchments  before  it.  The  great  difficulty  now  confid- 
ed in  bringing  forward  the  cannon,  which  were  fir  ft  to  be 
dragged  up  the  rocks,    and  afterwards,  for  two'  leagues, 

along 


boats.  But  the  difficulty  of  getting  footing,  and  the  enemy  be- 
ing ftrongiy  intrenched  on  the  heights,  and  in  the  little  fort,  the 
troops  foon  met  with  fuch  a  repulfe,  that  it  became  necelTary,  as 
well  as  prudent,  to  defifl  from  the  attempt  for  the  preient,  and 
retire  with  the  flat  boats  j  in  which  they  were  well  covered  by 
the  {hips  and  bombs. 

One  of  the  flat  boats  landed  fixty  of  Erjkine'z  grenadiers,  who 
o-ot  up  a  very  difficult  place  to  the  top  of  the  hills  ;  where  they 
formed  with  great  (kill  -,  but  were  fo  immediately  routed  by  a 
much  more  numerous  body  of  the  enemy,  that  all  attempts  to 
fuccour  them  was  ineffectual,  any  further  than  the  boats  bringing 
from  the  rocks  about  twenty  of  them. 

While  all  this  was  tranfadting,  Sir  Thomas  Stanhope,  with  four 
fhips  of  war,  the  battalions  of  Gray's  and  Stuart's,  with  500  ma- 
rines in  tranfports,  were  oppofite  Sauzon,  at  the  northern  part  of 
the  ifland.  Thefe  troops  were  imbarked  in  the  boats,  if  pofTible 
to  divert  the  enemy  from  the  principal  object. 

A  gale  of  wind  coming  on  very  quick  after  the  retiring  from 
the  fhore,  has  occafioned  fo  much  damage  among  the  tranfports, 
by  the  lofs  of  anchors  and  flat  boats,  that  it  takes  up  a  very 
confiderable  time  to  put  things  in  a  way  to  attempt  what  further 
may  be  thought  practicable.  The  lofs  of  flat  boats  in  the  gale 
is  twenty-two,  which  will  render  the  force  of  landing  much  infe- 
rior to  whar  it  was  fir  ft  attempted  with. 

While  the  repairing  and  adjufting  of  thefe  defects  are  in  hand, 
I  hope  fome  f'pot  may  be  agreed  upon,  where  we  may  be  more 
fuccefsful  in  the  attempt,  than  we  were  on  the  8th  ;  but  if  not  fo, 
I  hope  his  Majefty  wili  believe  I  have  had  nothing  more  at  heart 
than  the  exerting  the  force  intrufted  to  me,  in  a  manner  moil 
conducive  to  the  honour  of  his  arms. 

/  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

A.  KEPPEL. 

„  T  R  C  BeUeijle,  four  o'clock  in  the 

*  '  (    morning,  April  23,  1761. 

AS  I  have  juft  had  a  note  from  Com.  Kepple,  to  inform  nie, 
that  a  frigate  will  fail  this  day  for  England,  1  have  only 
time  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majefty' s  troops  under  my  com- 
mand landed  yefterday  at  five.      The  enemy's  attention  was  fo 

di  drafted 
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along  a  very  rugged  and  broken  road.  This  neceflarily  too.'c 
up  fome  time.  However  the  fiege  was  commenced  with 
vigour  :  and  the  garrifon,  commanded  by  the  chevalier  de 

St.  Croix, 


diftracted  with  our  attempts  of  landing  at  different  places, 
where  there  was  the  lead  appearance  of  our  being  able  to  fucceed, 
that  it  gave  Brig  Lambert  an  opportunity  of  climbing  upa  rock  with 
a  corps  I  had  left  with  him  for  that  purpofe,  if  practicable.  The 
difficulty  of  mounting  had  made  the  enemy  leaft  attentive  to  that 
part.  Be au clerks  grenadiers,  with  their  captain,  Pater/on,  got  up 
before  they  faw  what  was  intended.  They  immediately  marched 
a  body  of  300  men  to  attack  him.  The  grenadiers  maintained 
their  ground  till  the  reft  of  Brig.  Lamherf%  got  up.  We  took 
three  brafs  field-pieces,  and  fome  wounded  prifoners.  It  is  im- 
pollible  for  me  fufriciently  to  commend  Mr.  Lamhert'%  conduct 
and  gallant  behaviour  on  the  occafion  ;  and  take  the  liberty  to  beg 
you  will  permit  me  to  requeft  you  will  recommend  him  to  theKing, 
as  an  officer  deferving  his  Majefty's  favour.  Capt.  Paterfon  has 
loft  his  arm.  I  believe  our  lofs  is  not  above  thirty  killed.  I  am 
afraid  you  will  not  be  able  to  read  this  fcrawl,  as  I  write  it  in  the 
field,  the  troops  being  on  theirinarch, 

/  am,  &c. 
S.  HODGSON. 

q  j  P  C  Valiant,  in  the  Great  Road  of 

*  !       '  I    Belleijle,  April  23,    1761. 

I  Had  the  honour  to  fend  you  a  letter  by  the  Acla-on  frigate,  in 
which  I  gave  you  but  little  hopes.  Since  which  time  the 
General  and  I  having  confidered,  that  by  attempting  a  place 
where  the  mounting  the  rocks  was  juft  poflible,  and  where  the 
enemy  were  no  otherwife  prepared,  from  the  impracticable  ap- 
pearance it  had  to  them,  than  by  a  corps  of  troops  to  annoy 
the  boats  in  the  attempt,  that  it  carried  fome  degree  of  hopes 
with  it ;  and  by  making  a  difpofition  for  the  attack  of  their 
intrenched  bays,  and  at  Sauzon  at  the  fame  time,  which  the  ar- 
rival of  the  tranfports  with  the  light  horfe  enabled  me  to  do, 
we  might  poffibly  gain  a  footing  ;  1  have  now  the  greateft  plea- 
fure  in  acquainting  you,  that  his  Majefty's  troops  have  made 
good  a  landing  on  the  rocks  near  Point  Lamaria  ;  and  cannot 
fufficiently  commend  the  fpirit  and  good  behaviour  of  the  troops 
in  the  attempt,  and  the  judgment  with  which  Sir  Thomas  Stan- 
hope, and  the  reft  of  the  captains  of  the  king's  fhips,  directed 
the  fire  upon  the  hills. 

B  b  b  Capt. 


378  The  History  of  the  War.  1761. 

St.  Croix,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  threatened  on 
their  fide  a  long  and  obftinate  defence.  Nothing  in  fa£t 
was  deficient  on  either  part.  The  enemy  made  fome  Tallies  ; 
one  of  them  with  confiderable  effect.  Major  Gen.  Craw- 
ford was  made  prifoner  on  this  occafion.  But  our  troops 
were  only  animated  by  thefe  checks.  A  furious  attack  was 
made  upon  the  enemies  lines  which  covered  the  town,  and 
they  were  carried  without  much  lofs  ;  principally  by  the 
uncommon  intrepidity  of  a  company  of  marines  which  had 
been  but  newly  raifed.  No  action  of  greater  fpirit  and  gal* 
lantry  had  been  performed  during  the  whole  war. 

The  town  was  now  entirely  abandoned,  and  the  defence 
confined  to  the  citadel.  It  v/as  obvious,  that  a-s  our  fleet 
prevented  all  communication  with  the  continent,  and  there- 
by cut  off  all  hopes  of  relief,  the  place  muff  neceflarily  be 
reduced  ;  but  the  chevalier  de  St.  Croix  was  refolved  to  pro- 
vide  for  his  own  honour,  when  he  could  not  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  place  entrufted  to  him,  and,  fince  he  could 
not  maintain  it,  to  fell  it  as  dear  as  poffible.  Accordingly 
there  was  no  mention  of  yielding,  until  the  7th  of  June, 
when  there  was  no  longer  the  flighted:  profpecl:  of  fuccour, 
and  the  place  was  by  no  means  fafely  tenable.  Then  he 
capitulated,  and  the  garrifon  marched  out  with  the  honours 
of  war. 

Thus  was  the  ifland  of  Belleifle  reduced  under  the  En- 
glim  government,  after  a  defence  of  two  months.  In  this 
expedition  we  had  about  eighteen  hundred  men  killed  and 
wounded.  The  lofs  mod  regretted  was,  that  of  Sir  William 
Peere  Williams,  a  young  gentleman  of  great  talents  and  ex- 
pectations, and  who  had  made  a  diftingui  fried  figure  in  par- 
liament. He  had  but  newly  entered  into  the  fervice.  He 
was  fhot  in  the  night,  by  having  carelefsly  approached  too 
near  a  centinel  of  the  enemy.  He  was  the  third  perfon  of 
family  whom  in  this  war,  the  love  of  enterprize  had  brought 
to  an  honourable  death  in  thefe  expeditions  to  the  coaft  of 
France. 

Whatever 


Capt.  Barrington  having  been  employed  in  many  of  the  ope- 
rations of  this  fervice,  I  have  fent  him  home  with  this  letter  : 
and  beg,  Sir,  to  refer  you  to  him  for  the  particulars. 

/  have  the  honour  to  be,  c5f. 
A.  KEPPEL 
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Whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  have  been  en- 
tertained concerning  the  value  of  this  conqueft,  or  the 
price  which  was  paid  for  it,  the  rejoicing  in  London  was 
great  and  fincere.  The  general  and  the  land  and  fea  offi- 
cers emplcved  in  the  expedition  were  the  fubjecl:  of  very 
juft  applaufe,  who  with  fo  noble  a  perfeverance  had  ftrug- 
gled  with,  and  had  overcome  fuch  great  difficulties,  and 
who  had  the  fpirit,  after  fuch  a  difafter  on  their  outfet,  to 
renew  an  attack  under  circumftances  nearly  as  unfavourable 
as  thofe  by  which  they  had  been  at  firft  foiled.  The  city  of 
London  addrefled  the  King  on  the  occafion.  And  it  was 
generally  expected  that  this  new  proof  of  our  fuperiority 
muff  influence  the  negotiation  in  our  favour.  Some  how- 
ever were  of  opinion,  that  it  would  rather  exafperate  the 
French,  and  irritate  their  pride  to  renew  thefe  efforts  which 
their  misfortunes  had  flackened  when  they  faw  us  in  the 
midfr.  of  a  treaty  making  attempts,  and  carrying  places  in 
Old  France,  and  as  it  were,  in  the  prefence  of  that  haugh- 
ty court.  However  as  there  was  nothing  done  that  was 
not  flri&ly  juftifiable,  no  complaint  was  made,  and  the 
treaty  proceeded,  to  all  appearance  with  as  much  good  hu- 
mour as  before. 

CHAP.     IV. 

England  and  France  agree  to  treat  of  a  feparate  peace.  Epo- 
chas  propofed  by  England.  Court  of  Vienna  agrees.  Ob- 
jects of  the  negotiation.  Propofals  of  France  ivitb  regard 
to  Europe,  Afia>  Africa,  and  America.  French  meworial 
concerning  Spain.  Indignation  of  the  Englijh  minijler. 
Engltjh  anfwer  to  the  French  memorial. 

IT  muft  be  obferved,  that  though  the  courts  of  London 
and  Versailles  treated  feparately,  i:  w^as  hitherto  by  no 
means  propofed,  that  this  feparate  difcuflion  mould  lead  to 
a  feparate  peace.  It  was  no  more  than  a  previous  arrange- 
ment for  rhe  removal  of  thofe  difficulties,  which  might 
prevent  the  peace  of  France  wnth  England  from  being  uni- 
ted with  the  general  peace  of  Europe.  But  in  proportion 
as  the  treaty  advanced,  it  became  obvious,  that  the  fettling 
of  any  terms,  which  had  no  reference  to  the  fignature  of 
fomething  obligatory  between  the  two  crowns,  could  at 
beft  be  only  void  and  illufory,  and  might  in  the  end  even 
B  b  b   2  prove 
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prove  the  fource  of  dangerous  and  captious  altercations. 
The  Englifh  minifter  therefore,  before  he  would  agree  to 
that  definitively  upon  any  point,  and  particularly  upon  the 
epochas,  infilled  upon  two  preliminary  conditions. 

Firft,  that  every  thing,  which  fhould  be  happily  adj lifted 
between  the  two  crowns  in  relation  to  their  particular  war, 
fhall  be  made  obligatory,  final,  and  conclufive,  indepen- 
dent of  the  fate  of  the  negotiation  of  Augfburg. 

Secondly,  that  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  or  preliminary  articles  to  that 
end,  fhall  be  figned  and  ratified  between  the  date  of  that 
memorial  and  the  firft  of  the  following  Auguft. 

It  theie  conditions  were  accepted,  then  Fngland  on  her 
part  confented  to  name  determinate  epochas,  to  which  the 
uti  pojpdetis  mould  refer  ;  the  firft  of  July  for  Europe;  the 
firft  of  September  for  Africa  and  America  ;  and  the  firft 
of  November  for  the  Eaft  Indies.  The  French  miniftry 
without  contefting  the  epochas  themfelves,  complained  of 
the  conditions  ;  of  the  firft,  becaufe  they  faid  it  departed 
from  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  memorial  of  the  26th  of 
March,  which  was  the  foundation  of  the  whole  treaty  ;  of 
the  fecond,  on  account  of  the  extreme  fhortnefs  of  the 
time  allotted  for  thedifcufllon  of  fome  difficult  and  momen- 
tous points ;  and  the  adjuftment  of  matters  which  regarded 
a  war  extended  over  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe  ;  for  the 
memorial  which  contained  thofe  conditions,  Avas  dated  on 
the  17th,  and  was  not  received  at  Paris  until  the  end  of 
June,  fo  that  little  more  than  a  month  was  left  to  obtain 
the  confent  of  the  court  of  Vienna  to  a  feparate  treaty,  to 
fettle  the  terms  of  this  treaty,  and  finally,  to  ratify  it. 

If  a  very  uncommon  good  underftanding  had  not  fubfift- 
ed  between  her  imperial  majefty  and  the  king  of  France, 
it  muft  have  been  very  difficult  to  have  received  this  con- 
fent. But  in  fact  it  was  immediately  received,  and  upon 
one  very  fhort  and  apparently  reafonable  condition,  "  That 
nothing  might  be  ftipulated  to  the  prejudice  of  the  hou'e 
of  Auftria."  But  when  this  condition  came  to  be  explain- 
ed, as  we  fhall  fee  prefently,  it  was  fo  far  from  facilitating, 
that  it  created  new  obftacles  to  the  peace.  However,  this 
acquiefcence  of  the  principal  of  her  allies,  enabled  France 
to  accept  of  the  firft  condition  without  referve  ;  and  to  the 
laft  fhe  verbally,  though  not  in  the  cleared  terms,  agreed 
alfo. 

Things 
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Things  Teemed  for  the  prefenl  in  the  bell;  fituation, 
which  in  this  ftage  of  the  treaty  could  be  expected.  The 
bafis  of  the  negotiation  was  folidty  eftabiifhed.  1  he  article 
uti  poflidetis,  fmce  the  taking  Belleifle,  was  a  matter  of  lefs 
difficulty,  and  the  epochas  were  in  general  fettled  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  coincide  with  the  defigns  and  defires  of  both 
parties.  The  treaty  was  confined  to  the  two  powers,  and 
it  was  to  be  perfectly  definitive  as  to  them.  A  time  for 
concluding  it,  was  alfo  in  a  great  meafure  fettled  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance,  which  if  it  did  not  admit  fufHcient  leifure  for 
accurate  difcuffion,  cut  off  however  the  opportunities  of 
chicane,  and  feemed  to  be  the  mod  fuitable  to  a  candid 
proceeding,  and  a  fincere  defire  of  peace. 

The  foundation  being  thus  laid,  the  fu'perftruclure  was 
the  next  confederation.  This  fuperftructure  confided  in 
the  adjustment  of  thofe  compenfations  which  were  to  be 
made  for  the  reciprocal  conquefts  (and  here  the  difficulty 
lay)  of  the  two  powers ;  a  punctilio  of  honour  might  have 
intervened  at  the  very  firft  fetting  out,  extremely  pernici- 
ous to  the  falutary  work  in  hand;  from  which  party  the 
firft  propofition  mould  proceed?  But  in  this  refpe6r.  France 
gave  way,  and  that  conceffion  afforded  no  inconfiderable 
proof  of  her  pacific  intentions. 

We  muff  apprize  the  reader  that  we  do  not  mean  to 
enter  exactly  into  the  whole  detail  of  this  negotiation,  nor 
undertake  precifely  to  defcribe  all  the  turns  that  were  taken 
in  it.  This,  we  imagine,  would  prove  a  tedious  and  un- 
acceptable performance.  We  fhall  attach  ourfelves  to  the 
capital  objects  which  were  contended  for  in  this  game  of 
policy  :  We  fhall  endeavour  to  point  out  the  matters  which 
firft  obftructed,  and  then  finally  broke  offthe  treaty;  and 
we  fhall  reft  on  thefe  things  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  feems  to 
us  fitteft  for  marking  out  the  true  fpirit  of  the  negotiating 
powers.  Our  own  obfervations  fhall  be  very  fparingly 
interpofed.     We  are  hiftorians,  and  not  advocates. 

The  ut i po fit det is  being  fettled  as  the  bafis  of  the  treaty, 
nothing  could  reasonably  be  claimed  by  either  party,  that 
was  not  to  be  counterpoifed  by  fome  equivalent  from  the 
other;  and  confequently  it  was  neceffary  to  adjuftand  va- 
lue their  feveral  poffeffions,  pretenfions  and  demands. 
There  were  fix  principal  objects  in  this  negotiation.  Firft, 
the  limits  of  the  two  crowns  in  North  America.  Secondly, 
the  conquefts  of  Great  Britain  in,  the  Weft-Indies,  (toge- 
ther 
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ther  with  the  Neutral  Iflands  there.)  Thirdly,  our  con- 
quers in  Africa  and  in  India.  Fourthly,  the  acquitment  of 
the  particular  affair  between  the  Englifh  and  French  in 
Germany.  Fifthly,  the  conduct  which  the  two  crowns 
were  to  hold  with  regard  to  their  refpective  allies  in  Ger- 
many. And  tartly,  the  reftitution  of  the  captures  made  by 
England,  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war. 

On  the  firfr.  of  thefe  articles,  France  propofed  to  cede 
and  guaranty  all  Canada  to  England  ;  Stipulating  only  that 
the  free  and  publick  exercifes  of  the  Roman  Catholick  reli- 
gion mould  be  permitted  under  the  Englifh  government, 
and  that  thofe  of  the  old  French  colonifts  who  chofe  tr  re- 
tire might  have  leave  to  tranfport  themielves  from  th<  nee, 
and  take  away  or  difpofe  of  their  effects.  In  compenfation 
for  this,  they  required  a  confirmation  of  the  privilege  of 
what  fifhing  they  enjoyed  on  the  coafl  of  Newfoundland, 
under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht ;  and  that  this  fifhery  might 
be  carried  on  with  advantage,  they  likewife  required  the 
reftitution  of  the  ifle  of  Cape  Breton,  excluding  themielves 
in  return  from  erecting  on  that  ifland  any  kind  of  fortifica- 
tion whatfoever. 

The  affairs  in  the  Weft-Indies,  which  make  the  fecond 
capital  object,  they  propofed  to  fettle  in  this  manner. 
They  offered  to  exchange  Minorca  for  Guadaloupe  and 
Marigalante  ;  and  as  to  the  four  Neutral  Iflands,  they  in- 
dited that  two  of  them,  Dominica  and  St.  Vincent,  were 
held  by  their  natural  inhabitants  the  Carribees,  under  the 
protection  of  France,  and  that  they  ought  ftill  to  remain  in 
the  fame  condition.  With  regard  to  the  two  others,  they 
propofed  to  make  a  fair  divifion  ;  that  St.  Lucia  fhould  re- 
main to  France,  and  that  England  mould  enter  into  poflef- 
fion  of  Tobago.  On  this  head  it  is  fufficient  to  obferve, 
that  in  the  opinion  of  fome  people,  our  miniftry  did  not, 
in  this  treaty,  fet  the  juft  value  on  the  acquifition  they  had 
made  ;  when  they  looked  upon  Canada  as  the  great  and 
leading  object,  and  only  considered  Guadaloupe  and  Mari- 
galante in  a  fecondary  and  fubordinate  light.  This  is  a 
queftion  of  difficulty,  and  has  been  much  agitated.  Thofe 
who  dread  a  frefh  American  war  from  the  ambition  of 
France,  and  were  itruck  with  the  idea  of  extended  empire, 
preferred  the  former  conqueft ;  thofe  who  fotely  confider- 
ed  our  intereft  as  a  commercial  people,  were  generally  in 
favour  of  the  latter. 

On 
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On  the  fide  of  Africa,  France  fatisfied  herfelf  with  de- 
manding either  the  fettlement  at  Senegal,  or  the  iile  of 
Goree  :  for  which  (together  with  the  reftoration  of  Belle- 
ifle)  they  confented  to  evacuate  Gottingen,  Heffe  and  Ha- 
nau,  and  to  draw  off  their  army  to  the  Maine  and  the 
Rhine.  This  was  certainly  a  full  equivalent.  But  with 
regard  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  they  had  no  tolerable  equivalent 
to  offer.  They  expatiated  much  in  their  memorial  upon 
the  difadvantages  which  muft  arife  to  the  companies  of  the 
two  nations,  from  their  entertaining  views  of  conqueft,  fo 
contrary  to  the  true  fpirit,  and  the  real  intereft  of  thefe 
trading  eftablifhments ;  and  thev  concluded  by  propofing 
the  treaty,  formerly  fettled  between  the  fieurs  Godcheau 
and  Saunders,  as  a  bafis  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  peace 
in  Afia.  It  muft  be  remarked,  that  this  treaty  had  been 
concluded  at  a  time  when  the  affairs  of  France  in  the  Eaft 
Indies  made  a  figure  very  different  from  their  prefent  fitu- 
ation ;  and  therefore  it  feemed  unfair  to  make  this. treaty  a 
ftandard  under  circumftances  altogether  inapplicable. 

The  war,  which  has  been  fo  long,  with  fo  much  blood- 
ftied  and  fo  fruitlefsly  carried  on  in  Weftphalia,  the  French 
ftrenuoufly  contended,  was  from  the  time  of  (what  they 
called)  the  breach  of  the  capitulation  of  Golfer-Seven,  a 
war  purely  Englifh ;  and  therefore  that  their  conqueft*  in 
that  part  of  Germany,  formed  a  proper  compenfation  for 
the  Englifh  conquefts  in  the  other  quarters  of  the  world. 
Our  minifters  did  not  attempt  formally  to  refute  this  affer- 
tion  ;  they  rather  feemed  to  admit  it ;  and  they  agreed  ac- 
cordingly to  receive  the  evacuation  of  thefe  places  as  an 
equivalent  for  ceffions  to  be  made  on  the  footing  we  have 
already  mentioned.  On  this  point  there  was  little  diffi- 
culty. 

The  intricate  and  knotty  part  was  on  what  we  have  da- 
ted as  the  fifth  object  j  the  conduct  of  the  two  crowns  with 
regard  to  their  allies.  Here  was  a  real,  a  capital  difficulty. 
From  the  beginning  of  the  negotiation,  England  had  de- 
clared that  they  would  inviolably  preferve  their  faith  to  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  and  would  act  ftrenuoufly  in  his  fupport. 
This  picqued  the  French  minifters  ;  who,  in  their  turn, 
thought  themfelves  bound  to  make  a  declaration  equally 
ftrong  in  favour  of  the  emprefs  ;  and  they  had,  moreover, 
recently  conditioned  with  the  court  of  Vienna,  to  admit 
nothing  in  the  treaty  to  her  difadvantage  ;  words  of  great 

latitude. 
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latitude.  However,  in  this  difficulty,  they  found  out  a 
folution,  which  it  muft  be  confeffed,  had  a  very  fair  and 
captivating  appearance.  They  propofed  that  both  armies 
in  Germany  mould  obferve  an  exa&  neutrality  ;  and  mould 
be  reciprocally  bound  to  afford  no  fort  of  affiftance,  nor  to 
give  nb  fort  of  offence  to  the  allies  of  either  of  the  parties. 
And  they  propofed  further,  that  as  armies  in  this  ftate  of 
inert  neutrality  muft  be  a  dead  and  ufelefs  expence  to"  the 
power  who  maintains  them,  the  French  king,  from  the 
time  his  Britannic  majcfty  recalled  the  Englifh  forces  from 
Germany,  would  caufe  double  the  number  of  French  for- 
ces from  the  armies  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Rhine  to  re- 
turn into  France  ;  and  that  no  French  troops  mould  remain 
in  Germany  but  in  proportion  to  thofe  which  the  king  of 
England  mould  keep  in  his  pay.  It  might  certainly  be 
urge<J  in  confirmation  of  the  propriety  of  this  offer,  that  in 
reality  thefe  armies,  whilft  they  continued  in  afrion,  though 
they  worried  each  other  abundantly,  afforded  no  kind  of  af- 
fiftance  to  their  allies,  and  therefore,  when  they  came  mu- 
tually to  entertain  pacific  fentiments  concerning  their  own 
particular  quarrel,  and  were  to  give  an  example  of  modera- 
tion to  the  reft  of  Europe,  there  feemed  to  be  no  reafon 
why  they  mould  make  efforts  in  favour  of  any  ally  which 
they  had  not  made,  or  been  able  to  make  in  the  hotteft 
time  of  hoftility. 

The  laft  article  had  its  difficulties  alfo.  The  French 
infifted,  as  a  point  from  which  they  were  refolved  never 
to  recede,  upon  the  reftitution  of  the  captures  made  before 
the  declaration  of  war.  This  demand,  they  were  of  opini- 
on, was  grounded  on  the  cleareft  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations,  and  the  mod:  exprefs  ftipulation  of  treaties.  With- 
out entering  into  thefe  various  arguments  with  which  this 
pofition  might  be  maintained  and  attacked,  it  appeared  to 
many  that  the  honour  of  both  nations  was  almoft  equally 
concerned,  the  one  to  claim,  the  other  as  refolutely  to  re- 
fufe  this  reftitution. 

On  the  whole,  thefe  pronofals,  which  the  French  fent 
to  London  in  a  memorial  of  the  15th  of  July,  formed,  tho' 
in  fome  refpecls  undoubtedly  exceptionable,  a  very  agree- 
able plan  for  a  treaty  of  peace.  A  better  could  not  have 
been  expefted  in  the  firft  project  of  an  enemy,  and  it  might 
be  hoped,  that  a  negotiation  thus  favourably  begun,  could 
not  fa^l  of  adjufting  eafily  whatever  appeared  wrong,  or 

fupplying 
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applying  whatever  was  defective  in  this  firft  draught  of 
the  propofitions.  But  fatally  for  the  repofe  of  mankind,  in 
the  very  inftant  that  this  fair  propofal  was  made,  at  the  ve- 
ry moment  when  thefe  ftrong  demonftrations  were  given, 
an  aft  was  done  which  blew  up  at  one  explofion,  the  whole 
bafis  of  the  treaty  that  had  been  long  and  carefully  laying, 
fcattered  the  materials  which  had  been  fo  induftrioufly  col- 
lected, and  fo  cautioufly  arranged,  and  inftead  of  extin- 
guifning,  fpread  the  flames  of  war  more  widely,  and  made 
them  rage  with  new  fury.  From  this  time  forward  all  the 
tranfaction  was  full  of  animofity,  refentrnent  and  miftruft. 
The  reader  has  been  apprized  of  the  meafures  which 
France  had  been  invariably  purfuing  at  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid, and  the  arguments  ihe  employed  to  infufe  a  jealoufy 
into  that  court.  Hitherto  however,  there  was  no  appear- 
ance that  thefe  meafures  had  any  effect  ;  but  to  the  infinite 
iurprize  and  indignation  of  the  Britiffi  minilter,  together 
with  the  memorial  which  contained  the  above  recited  pro- 
pofitions, Mr.  Buffy,  the  French  agent,  delivered  a  private 
memorial,  fignifying,  that  in  order  to  eftablifh  the  peace 
upon  folid  foundations,  not  to  be  fhaken  by  the  contefted 
interefts  of  a  third  power,  the  king  of  Spain  might  be  in- 
vited to  accede  to  guaranty  the  treaty,  and  that  to  prevent 
the  differences  which  fubfifted  between  Great  Britain  and 
this  monarchy  from  being  a  means  of  producing  a  frefh  war 
in  Europe,  with  the  confent  and  communication  of  his  Ca- 
tholic majefty,  he  propofes,  that  in  this  negotiation,  the 
three  points  which  had  been  difputed  between  the  crowns 
of  England  and  Spain,  might  be  finally  fettled.  Firft,  the 
reftitution  of  fome  captures  made  upon  the  Spanifh  flag. 
Secondly,  the  privilege  of  the  Spanifh  nation  to  fifh  on  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland.  Thirdly,  the  demolition  of  the 
Engliffi  fettlements  made  on  the  Spanifh  territories  in  the 
bay  of  Honduras. 

It  may  be  eafily  imagined,  from  the  character  of  the 
then  fecretary  of  ftate,  in  what  manner  he  received  thefe 
propofals :  he  rejected  with  the  utmoft  fcorn,  the  offer  of 
negotiating,  through  an  enemy  humbled,  and  almofl:  at  his 
feet,  the  difputes  of  his  nation,  with  a  power  actually  in 
friendfhip  with  us.  He  called  upon  the  Spanifh  minifter  to 
difavow  the  propofitions,  which  had  been  faid  to  be  made 
with  the  knowledge  of  his  court.  He  returned  as  wholly 
inadmiffible  this  offenfive  memorial,  declaring;,  that  it  would 
C  c  c  be 
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be  looked  upon  as  an  affront  to  the  dignity  of  his  matter, 
and  incompatible  with  the  fincerity  of  the  negotiation,  to 
make  any  further  mention  of  fuch  a  circumftance. 

And  now  he  prepared,  without  delay,  an  anfwer  to  the 
principal  memorial,  in  a  ftile  rather  dictated  by  the  circum- 
ltances  which  accompanied  that  paper,  and  which  fuffici- 
ently  indicated  the  defigns  of  France,  than  what  the  pro- 
portions themlelves  ftrictly  deferved.  Indeed,  as  he  had 
by  this  time  conceived  an  incurable  fufpicion  of  the  fince- 
rity of  France  in  the  whole  proceeding,  it  would  not  have 
been  prudent  to  have  made  thofe  advances,  which  on  a 
fuppofition  of  good  faith  and  pacific  intentions,  might  poffi- 
bly  have  been  advifeable  ;  for  though  both  powers  had  over 
and  over  declared,  that  their  refpe&ive  propofitions,  if  the 
treaty  mould  by  any  accident  be  broken  off,  would  be  con- 
sidered as  retracted  or  never  made  ;  yet  it  is  certain,  that 
things  once  fettled  and  agreed  to,  unavoidably  ftamp  their 
own  impreffion  upon  any  future  negotiation,  relative  to  the 
fame  fubjec"t. 

Mr.  Pitt's  anfwer,  which  is  dated  on  the  29th  of  July, 
agrees  to  the  reftitution  of  Guadaloupe,  Marigalante  and 
Belleifle,  on  the  compenfations  propofed  by  France.  It 
agrees  alfo  to  receive  Canada,  but  without  any  new  limits 
or  any  exception  whatfoever  ;  and  it  adds  to  the  French 
offer  of  all  Canada,  "  its  appurtenances."  It  admits  the 
propofal  of  the  partition  of  the  Neutral  Iflands.  It  rejects 
the  French  demand  of  Cape  Breton,  or  of  any  other  ifland 
in  the  gulph  or  river  of  St.  Lawrence  ;  or  of  any  power  of 
fifhing  in  that  river,  in  that  gulph,  or  on  thofe  coafts ;  and 
it  allows  the  privilege  of  fifhing  on  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land, only  on  confideration  of  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk. 
But  the  propofed  reftitution  either  of  Senegal  or  Goree,  is 
utterly  refufed.  The  German  neutrality  is  rejected  with 
difdain ;  and  it  is  declared  that  Great  Britain  is  unalterably 
refolved  to  fupport  the  king  of  PrufTia  with  efficacy  and 
good  faith.  In  addition  to  the  offer  made  to  evacuate  Heffe, 
&x.  it  is  infifted  that  the  French  (hall  make  a  general  eva- 
cuation of  all  her  conquefts  in  Weftphalia,  and  all  its  coun- 
tries, including  its  conquefts  from  the  king  of  PrufTia  on 
the  Rhine,  though  France  had  before  declared,  that  they 
were  conquered  for  the  queen  of  Hungary,  that  they  were 
actually  governed  in  her  n?me,and  that  fhe  could  not,  con- 
fiftently  with  good  faith,  agree  to  deliver  them  to  the  king 

of 
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of  PrulTia.  The  treaty  between  Saunders  and  Godcheau 
was  not  admitted  as  a  proper  bails  for  a  treaty  relative  to 
the  Eaft  Indies.  But  it  was  agreed,  that  the  two  compa- 
nies mould  negotiate  concerning  their  refpective  interefts, 
as  the  king  of  Great  Britain  could  not  difpofe  of  the  rights 
of  the  Englifh.  Eaft  India  company  without  their  confent. 
As  to  the  reftitution  of  the  captures  before  the  war,  this 
was  moft  pofitively  refufed. 

In  this  period  we  leave  the  negotiation  to  follow  the  mo- 
tions of  the  armies  in  Germany.  It  is  certain,  that  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  the  two  courts  grew  daily  more  unfavourable  : 
their  confidence  in  each  other,  and  their  mutual  good-wi'l 
wore  away  ;  and  it  was  to  be  feared,  that  this  negotiatio 
if  it  broke  off  in  an  unfatisfa£tory  manner,  muft  leave  im~ 
preflions  on  the  minds  of  the  two  nations  of  fuch  a  natu  e, 
as  might  caufe  them  to  wifh  they  had  never  engaged 
in  it. 

CHAP.     V. 

Motions  of  the  French  and  allied  ar?nies.  General  Sporcken 
attacked.  French  pafs  the  Dymel.  Skirmijhes.  Pofiti- 
on  of  prince  Ferdinand,  function  of  Broglio  and  Sou- 
bife. Battle  of  Kirch  Den  kern.  French  defeated.  French 
threaten  Hanover.  Prince  Henry  of  Brunfwick  killed. 
'Taking  of  Dorflen.  Various  movements  of  the  armies. 
Deflruclion  of  Schart  sfelt  s-c  afle .  Prince  Xavier  of  Sax- 
ony takes  Wolfenbuttle,  and  invefs  Brunfwick,  Detach- 
ments from  prince  Soubife  take  and  abandon  Embden. 
Attempt  on  Bremen.     Sufferings  of  Lower  Wefphalia. 

ALthough  the  great  purpofe  of  the  early  and  ftrenuous 
effort  made  by  the  allies  was  not  fully  anfwered,  it 
neverthelefs  produced,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  a  very 
confiderable  and  ufeful  effect..  The  destruction  of  the 
French  magazines  retarded  their  operations  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  the  greateft  part  of  the  month  of  June  was  fpent 
before  their  armies  found  themlelves  in  a  condition  to  aft. 
But  as  foon  as  they  had  taken  proper  rneafures  for  their  fub- 
fiftence,  the  prince  of  Soubife  caufed  his  troops  to  pafs  the 
Rhine,  and  to  advance  on  the  fide  of  Munfter,  not  far 
irom  which  city  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick  was 
pofted  to  oppofe  him.     Marfhal  Broglio  afTembled  the  for- 
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ces  under  his  command  at  CafTel,  and  moved  towards  the 
Dymel,  in  order  to  effect  a  junction  with  the  bodyunder 
the  prince  of  Soubife.     They  macle  no  doubt  that  their  con- 
joining ftrength  would  foon  attain  a  decided  fuperiority  over 
the  allies,  who  had  ended  their  late  enterprize  with  a  lofs 
which  was  confiderable,  and  which  in  their  circumftances, 
they  could  not  well  bear,  nor  eafily  fupply. 
Thefe  hopes  were  fupported  by  the  fuccefs  of  their  fir  ft  en- 
counter.    General  Sporcken  with  a  ftrong  detachment  had 
been  potted  in  an  advantageous  fituation  on  the  Dymel,  and 
in  the  front  of  the  allied  army.     On  the  approach  of  Mar- 
fhal  Broglio,  he  attempted  to  retire  with  all  that  expedition 
which  his   inferiority  made  necefTary.     But  the 
June  29.    French  came  upon  him  with  fuch  rapidity,  that 
thev  overtook  and  attacked  his  rear,  which  was 
inftantly  routed  ;  they  took  800  prifoners,  19  pieces  of  can- 
non, 400  horfes,  and  upwards  of  1 70  waggons.     The  fame 
day  they  patted   the  Dymel ;  and  whilft  prince  Ferdinand, 
difcouraged  by  this  check,  fell  back  to  the  Lippe, 
July   2.     they  made  themfelves  matters  of  Warburg,  Drin- 
gleburg,  and  Paderborn. 
The  allies,  however,  foon   recovered   their  fpirits  ;  and 
the  main  body  of  their  army  being  well  fecured,  they  fent 
out  feveral  detachments.  Their  fmall  bodies  were  conduct- 
ed by  General  Luckner,  and  other  able  partizans,  who  un- 
dertook feveral  bold  and  very  diflant  enterprizes,  attacked 
the  enemy  where  they  were  leaft  upon  their  guard,  routed 
their  convoys,  dettroyed  feveral  of  their  magazines,  carri- 
ages and  horfes,  and  carried  off  their  prey  even  from  the 
gates  of  CafTel.     Thefe  lively  actions  feemed  a  prelude  to 
fome  more  important  and  decifive  attempt. 

The  French  became  fenfible  that  a  ftroke  of  fome  im- 
portance was  expected  from  the  greatnefs  of  their  force, 
and  that  it  was  not  for  the  credit  of  their  arms  only,  but 
for  their  fecurity  from  the  minute,  but  continual  and  galling 
attempts  of  parties  from  the  allied  army. 

For  fome  time  prince  Ferdinand  had  been  potted  to  the 
fouth  of  the  Lippe,  between  Flam  and  Lipttadt.  This  po- 
rtion he  took,  in  all  probability,  becaufc  M.  Broglio  had, 
by  occupying  the  places,  on  the  Dymel,  got  between  him 
and  Hanover.  Therefore  he  judged  it  expedient  for  him 
in  his  turn  to  get  between  the  prince  de  Soubife  and  the 
Rhine.     In  this  fituation,  if   the    enemy    attempted    any 

move- 
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movement  towards  the  king's  dominions,  he  was  ready  to 
fall  directly  on  the  places  they  occupied  by  that  river, 
which,  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  were  full  as  impor- 
tant to  them  as  the  Hanoverian  territory  was  to  us.  Thus 
whilft  he  feemed  to  retire  from  that  territory,  and  in  a 
manner  to  abandon  it,  he  in  reality  provided  with  the  great- 
er effect:  for  its  fecurity. 

Marfhal  Broglio,  when  he  had  refolved  on  the  attack  of 
the  allied  army,  united  his  troops  to  thofe  of  the  prince  dc 
Soubife,  at  a  place  called  Soeft,  between  Lipftadt  and  Ham. 
On  the  other  hand,  as  foon  as  the  general  of  the  allies  was 
apprized  of  their  intention  he  polled  his  army  in  a  very 
ftrong  and  advantageous  manner. 

The  river  Aeft  runs  for  a  confiderable  way,  almoft  paral- 
lel to  the  Lippe,  from  which  it  is  not  diflant  in  fome  pla- 
ces, much  more  than  half  a  mile.  The  high  read  from 
Lipftadt  to  Ham  pafles  between  thefe  rivers;  and  it  was  of 
the  ut  mo  ft  moment  to  prince  Ferdinand  to  fecure  that  im- 
portant communication,  by  which  alone  he  could  hope  an 
advantageous  retreat,  or  in  any  degree  propofe  to  command 
the  adjacent  country.  With  a  view  therefore  to  protect 
that  communication,  he  eftablifned  his  left  wing  on  the 
Ifthmus  between  the  rivers.  The  left  extremity  of  that 
wing  under  General  Wutgenau,  leaning  to  the  Lippe,  by 
which  it  was  perfectly  fecured,  as  the  right  was  fupported 
by  the  village  of  Kirch  Denkern,  fituated  immediately  on 
the  Aeft.  The  marquis  of  Granby  commanded  in  that 
wing,  with  the  afliftance  of  lieutenant  general  Howard  and 
the  prince  of  Anhalt,  who  were  polled  towards  the  above- 
mentioned  village. 

At  that  village,  another  river  called  the  Sa.tzbach,  fmall, 
but  very  deep,  joins  the  Aeft  almoft  in  a  right  angle.  Be- 
hind this  river  on  a  confiderable  eminence  was  placed  the 
centre,  commanded  by  general  Conway  ;  and  on  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  fame  eminence,  the  right  wing,  under  the 
hereditary  prince,  ftretched  out  towards  the  village  of 
Werle,  and  it  was  well  defended  on  the  flank  by  rugged, 
bufhy,  and  almoft  impracticable  ground.  Nothing  couM 
be  more  advantageous  than  this  difpofttion  of  the  army,  by 
which  the  whole  centre  and  right  wing  were  covered  in 
front  by  a  river,  and  the  left  fupported  by  rivers  on  both 
its  flanks.  In  the  left  indeed,  was  the  ftrength  and  flower 
of  the  army  ;   the  count  of  Lippe   had   placed    alfo  in   this 

wing, 
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wing,  the  greateft  part  of  the  artillery,  as  he  knew  that  it 
defended  the  mod:  important  fituation,  was  the  moft  expo- 
fed  in  front,  and  confequently  would  be  the  object  of  the 
enemy's  moft  considerable  efforts. 

He  was  not  miftaken  in  his  conjecture.  On  the  15th  of 
July,  in  the  evening,  a  very  furious  attack  was  made  on 
lord  Granby's  pofts,  which  was  fuflained  for  a  long  time 
with  all  the  intrepidity  and  firmnefs,  which  Britiffi  troops 
always  exert,  and  which  that  gallant  officer  knows 
io  well  how  to  infpire.  The  difpofition  we  have  jufl  men- 
tioned, was  not  then  compleated  ;  fo  that  they  had  the 
whole  torrent  of  that  impetuofity,  which  diflinguifhes  the 
French  in  their  firfb  attacks,  to  refift  for  fome  hours,  until 
Wutgenau,  according  to  the  plan  originally  projected,  ar- 
rived to  their  afliftance,  and  then  with  efforts  united  and 
redoubled  in  a  long  and  obfcinate  combat,  which  continued 
until  it  was  quite  dark,  they  repulfed  the  French,  and  drove 
them  into  the  woods. 

By  the  next  morning,  the  difpofition  of  the  al- 
July  16.  lies  was  perfected  ;  and  it  was  evident  that  the 
French,  far  from  being  difmayed  by  their  misfor- 
tune, were  preparing  for  a  more  general  and  better  fuftain- 
ed  attack  than  the  former.  M.  Broglio  commanded  againfl: 
our  left,  which,  as  on  the  preceding  day,  was  the  princi- 
pal object  of  the  enemy.  The  prince  de  Soubife  led  their 
centre  and  their  left.  The  engagement  began  at  three  in 
the  morning,  and  it  was  a  fevere  and  continued  fire  for 
upwards  of  five  hours,  before  the  leair.  effect  couid  be  per- 
ceived on  either  fide.  The  weight  of  the  attack  this  day 
layonWutgenau's  corps,  which  fupported  it  with  a  degree 
of  bravery,  that  rivaled  the  (land  which  had  been  lately 
made  by  the  Britifh  forces.  But  about  nine,  the  prince 
difcovered  that  the  enemy  were  preparing  to  erect  batte- 
ries on  an  eminence,  in  the  front  of  the  Marquis  of  Gran- 
by's camp,  which  he  had  not  been  able  to  enclofe  within 
his  lines.  Senfible  of  the  preffing  neceffity  there  was  of  pre- 
venting the  enemy  from  feizing  on  an  eminence,  from 
whence  they  might  cruelly  gall  his  army,  he  called  in  a  re- 
ferve,  which  had  been  placed  at  the  other  fide  of  the  Lippe 
under  general  Sporcken.  Strengthened  by  this  fupply,  and 
encouraged  by  the  irrefolution  which  now  began  to  appear 
in  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  he  commanded  the  troops 
which  were  nearefl:  at  hand  to  advance  upon  them. 

This 
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This  movement  was  deciiive,  the  enemy  gave  way,  tell 
into  diforder,  and  retired  with  precipitation.  Their  cen- 
tre and  left,  which  had  not  been  able  to  pafs  the  Saltzbach, 
after  a  long  and  effectual  cannonade,  retired  with  the  re  it, 
and  covered  their  retreat  ;  fo  that  favoured  by  this  circum- 
ftance,  and  the  clofenefs  of  the  country,  which  was  full  of 
hedges,  they  marched  off  intolerable  order,  and  were  pur- 
fued  but  a  little  way.  However,  their  lofs  was  considera- 
ble :  the  regiment  of  Rouge,  confuting  of  four  battalions, 
with  its  cannon  and  colours,  was  entirely  taken  by  the  (in- 
gle battalion  of  Maxwell.  Their  whole  lofs  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prifoners,  has  been  eflimated  at  5000.  The 
allies  had  about  300  killed,  1000  wounded,  and  about  200 
prifoners  This  action  was  the  climax  of  the  campaign  of 
1  761  fa  J,  in  Weftphalia;  it  did  the  greatefr  honour  to  the 

wiidom 


fa)  Prince  Ferdinands  Letter  to  his  Ma]  e fly  from  the  Field  of  Bat- 
tle, dated,  Kirch  Denckern,   July    16,    1 761 . 

I  Have  the  honour  to  congratulate  vour  majeiry  upon  a  very 
fignal  advantage,  which  your  majeitVs  arms  have  this  day 
gained.  It  is  impoflible  for  me  to  let  down  every  particular  of 
this  glorious  day.  The  bearer  of  this,  an  ofneer  of  very  diitin- 
guifhed  merit,  and  who  has  greatly  contributed  to  the  happy  fee- 
cefs  of  this  day,  will  give  your  majefty  an  exact  account  of  it. 
I  have  the  honour  to  recommend  him  to  your  majeity's  royal  fa- 
vour. 

FERDINAND,  Duke  of  Bruhfividk  and  Lunebourg.       . 

What  follows  is  the  Account  given  hy  Majvr  fVeddsrbourn. 

ON  the  15th  of  July  the  French  attacked  the  light  troops  in 
the  front  of  Lord  Granby's  corps,  which  was  encamped  on 
the  heights  of  Kirch  Denckern.  His  LordJnip  ordered  the  regi- 
ments of  Cornwall  is,  Keith,  Campbell,  and  Marjberg,  to  the  lc;t 
to  fupport  the  poits.  There  was  an  uninterrupted  fire  of  cannon 
and  fmall  arms,  till  nine  at  night,  when  it  ceafed,  without  any 
impreiiion  having  been  made  by  the  enemv  upon  Lord  Granbv  s 
left. 

In  the  morning  of  the  16th,  about  three  o'clock:  the  canno- 
nading began  again  very  brifkly  on  both  fides,  and  continued  til! 
nine,  when  the  enemy  gave  way  in  great  diforder.  His  moil  le- 
rene  highnefs  the  Duke,  then  ordered  the  corps  of  the  prince  of 
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vifdom  of  the  accomplished  commander  in  the  difpoiltion, 
and  to  the  bravery  of  the  troops  in  the  combat  ;  but  it  was 
far  from  decihve.  Notwithftanding  the  lofs  the  French 
fuffered,  they  were  ftill  much  fuperior,  in  their  numbers. 
On  this  misfortune  the  old  ill  understanding  between  Sou- 
bife  and  Broglio  broke  out  with  frefh  animofity.  Narratives, 
memorials,  and  replies,  conceived  with  great  bitternefs, 
were  mutually  remitted  from  both  marfhals  to  their  court. 
Marfhal  Broglio  aliedged,  that  his  misfortune  was  owing  to 
the  prince  de  Soubife's  delay,  who  did  not  begin  the  attack 
till  it  was  too  late  for  him  to  continue  it  ;  the  prince  de 
Soubife^  on  the  other  hand,  fuggefted,  that  Broglio  began 
his  attack  earlier  than  the  time  that  had  been  fixed,  in 
hopes  of  forcing  the  allies  without  Soubife's  afliftance  ;  and 
when  he  found  that  point  loft,  obliged  Soubife  to  retreat, 
that  he  might  not  have  the  honour  of  recovering  it. 

The  allies  after  this  battle  kept  their  ground  for  fome 
time,  whilft  the  French  retreated.  It  is  impcflible  regular- 
ly to  account  for  all  the  unexpected  turns  which  have  hap- 
pened, perhaps,  more  in  this  campaign,  than  in  any  of  the 
former.  It  is  enough  to  know  that  the  original  fuperiori- 
ty  of  the  French,  together  with  their  opportunity  of  con- 
tinual reinforcement,  may  very  tolerably  explain  the  reafon 

of 


Anhalt,  Lord  Granby  and  Wutgenau,  to  attack  them  on  their 
retreat  ;  which  they  did  with  fo  much  vigour  that  the  enemy  ne- 
ver attempted  to  form  before  them,  but  threw  down  their  arms 
and  ran  off  in  the  utmolt  diforder. 

When  major  Wedderhourn  came  away,  there  were  fix  colours 
already  taken,  eleven  or  twelve  pieces  of  cannon  ;  many  officers, 
amongft  whom  the  Comte  de  Rouge,  and  great  part  of  the  regi- 
ments of  De  Rouge,  Dauphin,  and  Provence,  to  the  amount  of 
5000  men. 

After  having  purfued  them  about  a  league,  the  duke  ordered 
the  troops  to  torm  upon  the  heights  of  Kirch  Denckern.  The  he- 
reditary prince  was  ftill  driving  the  enemy  on  their  left.  Prifon- 
ers  and  cannon,  were  coming  in  every  moment. 

It  was  faid,  that  the  Marfhal  due  de  Broglio  commanded  on  the 
ii'aht  of  the  French  army,  oppofite  to  the  prince  of  Anhalty  Lord 
Granby,  and  Lieutenant  General  Watgenau,  where  his  ferene 
highnefs  was  in  perfon. 

Major  Wedderhourn  adds,  that  this  great  victory  was  obtained, 
with  fcarce  any  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  allied  army. 
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of  the  advantages  which  they  fo  often  obtained  after  very 
considerable  defeats.  This  is  a  point  which  it  is  neceflary 
the  reader  fhould  continually  keep  in  his  mind  during  the 
whole  narration  of  this  ftrange  war.  After  their  late  lofs 
and  retreat,  the  French  foon  advanced  again.  The  party 
under  the  prince  de  Soubife  palled  the  Lippe,  and  made 
difpofitions  for  the  fiege  of  Munfter,  whilft  marfhal  Bro- 
glio's  army  turned  off  on  the  other  fide,  croiTed  the  Wefer, 
and  threatened  to  fall  in  upon  Hanover. 

This  divifion  of  the  enemy  compelled  prince  Ferdinand, 
though  little  in  a  condition  for  it,  to  divide  his  army  alfo. 
The  hereditary  prince  ported  himfelf  to  cover  Munfter ; 
whilft  prince  Ferdinand  continued  in  the  country  towards 
the  Wefer,  to  obferve  the  motions  of  marfhal  Broglio. 

Whilft  thefe  various  pofitions  were  mutually  taken,  as 
the  armies  were  continually  moving  near  each  other,  a 
number  of  very  fharp  fkirmifhes  enfued.  Marfhal  Broglio 
cautioufly  avoided  a  battle  whenever  he  faw  that  the  duke 
of  Brunfwick,  by  calling  together  his  troops,  had  prepared 
for,  and  was  defirous  of  it ;  fo  that  there  was  no  way  left, 
but  if  poflible,  to  check  his  motions,  and  wear  down  his 
force,  by  reiterated  lefier  actions^/     Thefe  actions  were 

almoft 


(b)    Tranflation  of  Prince  Ferdinand's  Letter  to  the  Marquis   of 

Granby. 

Convent  at  Buhren,  Auguft  6,   1761. 
"  My  Lord, 

I  Think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  lordfhip  how  much  I  ad- 
mire the  valiant  and  brave  conduct  of  lord  George  Lenox ',  with 
the  piquets,  and  of  major  IValjh,  with  his  battalion  of  grenadiers 
yefterday,  in  the  attack  of  the  pofl  and  village  ofWefteh.  I  beg 
your  lordihip  will  be  pleafed  to  fignify  to  them  my  moft  grateful 
acknowledgments,  and  that  thefe  two  gentlemen  would  do  the 
fame  to  the  brave  troops  who  were  led  on  by  commanders  of  fuch 
diilinguifhed  valour, 

/  have  the  honour  to  bes 


With  the  moft  perfect  refpecl, 
My  Lord,  &c. 
D  d  d  Copy 
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almoft  always  to  the  advantage  of  our  troops.  In  one  of 
them  however,  the  young  prince  Henry  of  Brunfwick  was 
mortally  wounded  ;  and  the  whole  army  faw 
July  20.  with  regret,  the  difappointment  of  fuch  great 
hopes  as  were  formed  from  the  rifing  gallantry 
of  a  prince,  who  fo  nobly  fupported  the  martial  fpirit  of  his 
family,  and  had  fallen  whilil  he  was  emulating  the  heroic 
actions  of  his  brother  the  hereditary  prince  and  his  uncle 
Ferdinand. 

On  the  fide  of  Weflphalia,  the  prince  de  Soubife  perfe- 
vered,  notwithstanding  fome  checks,  in  his  defign  of  laying 
fiege  to  Munfter;  there  was  great  reafon  to  apprehend  that 
he  might  fucceed  in  that  enterprize,  as  it  was  always  in 
marfhal  Broglio's  power,  by  taking  fome  fteps  on  the  fide 
of  Hanover,  to  make  it  neceflary  to  draw  away  the  great- 
eil  part  cf  the  force  deftined  to  the  fuccour  of  Munfler.  He 
therefore  began  to  make  the  previous  arrangements  at  Dor-> 
den.  The  hereditary  prince,  who  knew  that  he  was  con- 
tinually liable  to  be  called  off,  took  the  firft  cp- 
Aug.  30.  portunity  of  attacking  this  place.  A  battalion  of 
French  troops  formed  its  garrifon,  and  made  a 
brave  defence,  but  it  was  affaulted  with  fo  much  refolution 
and  perfeverance,  that  they  were  obliged  to  furrender  pri- 
soners of  war.     The  prince   totally   deftroyed  the  ovens 
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Copy  of  the  Marquis  of  Granhys  Letter  to  Major  Walfh,  command- 
ing the  firft  Battalion   of  Britiflj  Grenadiers. 

Camp  at  Haarn.  Augujl  7,    1761. 
"SIR, 

YOU  will  perceive,  by  the  copy  of  the  letter  I  have  the  plea- 
fure  to  enclofe  to  you,  how  much  his  Serene  Highnefs  ad- 
mired your  behaviour,  and  that  of  the  firft  battalion  of  grenadiers 
under  your  command,  at  the  attack  of  the  poll:  and  village  of 
Weft  en,  on  the  $th. 

"  You  will,  therefore,  according  to  his  Serene  Highnefs's  de- 
fire,  teftify  to  the  troops  his  extreme  approbation  of  their  diitin- 
guilhed  bravery  and  firmnefs,  and  likewiie  my  thanks  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  manner. 

/  am,  nuith  the  greateft  regard,  Sir,  &c. 

GRANBY 
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which  were  eflablifhed  here,  and  by  this  means  not  only 
fruftrated  their  defign  of  befieging  Munfter,  but  compelled 
them  for  a  time,  to  retire  from  the  Lippe. 

As  to  prince  Ferdinand,  he  faw  clearly,  that  the  inten- 
tions of  marfhal  Broglio  were  to  make  himfelf  matter  of  his 
majefly's,  and  the  duke  of  Brunfwick's  territories.  To  at- 
tempt to  follow  him,  and  to  beat  him  from  thence,  would 
only  be  irrecoverably  to  transfer  the  feat  of  war  into  thofe 
countries,  and  wholly  to  abandon  Weftphalia  to  the  enemy. 
Diverfion  therefore,  and  not  direct  oppofttion,  became  his 
object.  He  refolved,  that  as  often  as  he  perceived  marfhal 
Broglio  making  any  progrefs  on  the  fufpe&ed  quarter,  he 
mould  throw  himfelf  as  far  into  HefTe  as  the  enemy  had  ad- 
vanced towards  Hanover,  and  by  flopping  their  fubfiftence, 
oblige  them  to  quit  their  enterprize.  This  plan  at  firfl 
fucceeded  to  his  wifhes,  and  drew  back  marfhal  Broglio 
into  HefTe,  upon  whofe  approach  prince  Ferdinand  retired 
to  his  old  quarters  at  Paderborn,  and  ready  for  a 
new  movement  as  foon  as  Broglio  fhould  return  Oct.  19. 
to  the  execution  of  "his  former  defign. 

Accordingly  he  foon  returned  to  the  Wefer.  Then  the 
hereditary  prince,  who  had  by  this  time  re-joined  the  grand 
army,  advanced  into  HefTe,  and  pufhed  to  the  fartheft  ex- 
tremities of  that  country,  even  as  far  as  Fritzlar  ;  but  tho' 
lie  fucceeded  fo  far  in  his  attempts  as  to  deftroy  all  the  lef- 
fer  magazines  which  he  found  in  the  open  country  ;  yet  as 
all  the  fortrefies  were  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  as  the 
garrifons  had  been  newly  reinforced  and  the  grand  maga- 
zines were  well  fecured  in  thofe  places,  he  kept  his  ground 
in  his  advanced  pofition. 

It  was  on  this  occafion  principally  that  prince  Ferdinand 
found  the  difadvantage  of  not  being  able  to  form  two  ar- 
mies, which  might  act  feparately.  For  on  one  hand,  mar- 
fhal Broglio,  when  he  had  perfectly  fecured  his  pofls  in 
HefTe,  took  actuation  in  which  he  watched  all  the  motions 
of  prince  Ferdinand,  and  kept  himfelf  in  readinefs  to  fall 
back  into  HefTe,  or  to  advance  into  Hanover,  as  might  beil 
r.gree  with  his  defigns.  From  hence  he  fent  out  fome  pow- 
erful detachments  which  acted  with  great  effect.  One  of 
thefe  detachments  entered  the  Harts  Forefr  (the  remains 
of  the  great  Hercynian,  fo  famous  among  the  antienls)  and 
befieged  the  ftrong  caflle  of  Schartsfelts,  which  they  took 
and  demolilheu.  Then  they  laid  the  whole  tract  of  country 
D  d  d  2  und-r 
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under  fevere  contribution.  Another,  and  ftill  more  powerful 
detachment  under  prince  Xavier  of  Saxony  appeared  be- 
fore Wolfenbuttel,  a  conflderable  city,  and 
O&.  5.  ftrongly  fituated,  as  it  is  wholly  furrounded  by 
the  Ocker.  But  the  French,  as  they  knew  that 
the  town  is  moflly  built  of  wood,  commenced  their  opera- 
tions with  a  very  fierce  bombardment.  This  had  fuch  an 
effect,  that  the  refinance  of  the  place  was  not  proportioned 
to  its  ftrength  ;  in  five  days  it  furrendered,  and  was  fubjecl:, 
like  the  reft,  to  a  grievous  contribution. 

Flufhed  with  this  fuccefs,  the  French  followed  their 
blow,  and  advanced,  keeping  ftill  the  courfe  of  the  Ocker, 
to  Brunfwick ;  and  began  alfo  to  inveft  that  city.  The 
reigning  prince,  unable  to  protect  his  fubjecb,  or  to  fecure 
his  perfon  in  his  dominions,  fled  to  Hamburgh,  where  he 
met  the  landgrave  of  Hefle,  whom  the  rage  of  war  had  in 
the  fame  manner  driven  from  his  territories.  This  free  ci- 
ty now  became  a  place  of  general  refuge,  and  enriched  it- 
felf  by  the  calamities,  as  it  had  in  better  times  done  by  the 
profperity  of  Germany.  It  was  lately  computed,  that  the 
ftrangers  there  had  increafed  to  40,000,  amongft  whom 
they  could  reckon  two  fovereign  princes,  and  feveral  other 
perfons  of  the  firft  diftinction. 

This  rapid  and  unrefifted  progrefs  of  the  French  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  Wefer,  was  to  the  higheft  degree  alarming. 
Prince  Ferdinand  with  all  the  expedition  in  his  power,  de- 
tached the  hereditary  prince  to  the  relief  of  Brunfwick. 
This  meafure  fortunately  faved  that  very  important  place. 
This  active  commander  compelled  the  enemy  not  only  to 
raife  the  fiege  of  Brunfwick,  but  to  abandon  Wolfenbuttel, 
and  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat  with  the  lofs  of  fome  of 
their  cannon,  and  upwards  of  1000  men. 

Whilft  Broglio's  detachments  proceeded  thus  in  diftref- 
fing  the  country  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Wefer,  the  prince 
of  Soubife,  who  by  the  removal  of  the  hereditary  prince  of 
Brunfwick  to  another  quarter,  faw  no  longer  any  thing  ca- 
pable of  oppofing  him,  fpread  his  army  by  detachments 
over  all  Weftphalia,  and  ravaged  it  in  the  moft  cruel  man- 
ner. They  took  Ofnabrug  ;  and  becaufe  the  contributions 
were  not  immediately  paid,  they  gave  up  the  place  to  be 
pillaged  by  their  troops,  who  rifled  the  miferable  inhabitants 
without  mercy.  Another  body  pufhed  as  far  as  Embden. 
This  important  town  was  immediately  furrendered  by  the 

garrifon 
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garrifon  (two  Englifh  companies  of  invalids)  at  the  define 
of  the  timid  inhabitants,  and  the  promife  of  a  favourable 
treatment  :  notwithstanding  this  capitulation,  and  the  merit 
of  fo  eafy  a  furrender,  the  town,  as  well  as  the  whole  coun- 
try of  Eaft-Frieiland,  was  laid  under  a  ruinous  contributi- 
on. But  their  exorbitances  grew  to  fuch  an  extremity, 
that  the  boors  were  at  length  compelled  to  rife,  and  with 
fuch  arms  as  a  fudden  rage  fupplied  them,  to  drive  tjhefc 
cpprelTcrs  out  of  their  country. 

A  more  considerable  corps  commanded  by  the  prince  de 
Conde,  laid   liege  to  Meppen,  a    place   on    the 
Ems,  of  feme  confequence,  and   where  we  had    Ocl.  13. 
fome  magazines.     In  three  days  it  was  reduced, 
and  the  garrifon  of  five  hundred  men  were  made  prifoners 
of  war. 

The  city  of  Bremen  was  defended  by  a  weak  garrifon. 
This  was  a  place  of  far  greater  moment  than  Meppen,  the 
allies  having  amaffed  their  immenfe  magazines,  as  it  was  a 
great  and  trading  town,  advantageoufly  fituated  on  the  river 
Wefer;  and  the  poffeifion  of  this  place  mull:  undoubtedly 
have  given  to  the  French  the  command  of  that  river,  thro* 
which  the  allies  derived  all  their  fubfiftence.  If  the  Englifh 
had  loft  Bremen,  they  muft  have  feen  themfelves  inverted 
and  locked  up  in  a  barren  country,  in  the  heart  of  Germa- 
ny, furrounded  by  their  enemies,  and  deprived  of  every  re- 
fource.  Fortunately  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  proved  as 
brave  as  thofe  of  Embden  were  timid.  They  were  exafpe- 
rated  by  the  example  of  the  French  rigour,  which  they 
had  feen  on  every  fide  of  them.  They  therefore  joined  the 
garrifon,  inflead  of  difcouraging  them  in  the  defence  of  the 
place.  The  French  were  obliged  to  retire  precipitately  ; 
and  a  ftrong  reinforcement  was  thrown  into  Bremen,  to  fe- 
cure  that  very  important  city  from  the  like  enterprizes  for 
the  future. 

Whilft  the  two  French  armies  in  this  manner  ravaged  all 
the  country  held  by  the  allies,  prince  Ferdinand,  who  faw  the 
rage  of  war  Spread  all  around  him,  with  his  ufual  firmnefs, 
kept  that  central  portion  which  he  had  taken  foon  after  the 
battle  of  Kirch  Denkern ;  no  movements  of  the  enemy 
could  terrify  or  allure  him  from  it.  He  had  fettled  his  head 
quarters  at  Buhne,  and  his  army  extended  from  thence  to- 
wards Hammelen.  Pofted  in  this  manner,  he  fecured  the 
courfeof  the  Wefer,  by  preventing  the  enemy  from  making 
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themfelves  matters  either  of  Hammelen  orMinden  ;  he  lay- 
in  the  bell:  fituation  in  which  it  was  poffible  to  place  a  fm- 
gle  army,  that  was  to  act  againft  two  ;  and  knowing  that 
he  could  not  follow  their  movements  with  the  body  of  his 
army,  without  hazarding  the  king's  electoral  dominions, 
and  indeed  every  object  of  the  war,  he  contented  himfelf 
with  fending  out  fuch  detachments  as  he  could  fpare,  fuo- 
ceflively  to  the  relief  of  the  places  which  were  attacked.  He 
faw  that  the  winter  approached,  which  had  always  been  a 
circumftance  favourable  to  him  ;  and  it  was  evident  that 
whilft  he  continued  with  his  main  body  immoveably  fixed  as 
it  was,  and  his  detachments  active  on  every  fide,  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  the  enemy  to  keep  any  of  thofe  places,  they  had 
leized  in  their  incurfions. 

CHAP.     VI. 

Condition  of  the  King  of  Pruffia.  His  inaflion.  Motions  of 
the  Ruffians  and  Laudohn.  Brejlau  cannonaded.  Tottle- 
ben  removed.  Colberg  befieged.  Ruffian  magazines  in 
Poland  dffiroyed.  War  transferred  to  Pomerania.  King 
of  Pruffiia  quits  his  ftrong  camp.  Schiveidnitz  taken  by  a 
coup  de  main.  General  Platen  repulfed.  General  Knob- 
lock  made  prifoner  at  Treptow.  Prince  Wurtenburg  re- 
treats.    Colberg  taken.     Ruffians  -winter  in  Pomerania. 

UNTIL  this  year  the  operations  of  the  Pruffian  armies 
took  the  lead  in  intereft  and  importance  before  all  the 
other  events  of  the  war.  The  firmnefs  and  activity  of  their 
iliuftrious  monarch,  the  number  and  animofity  of  his  ene- 
mies, the  blows  that  he  gave,  and  thofe. that  he  fuffered, 
his  diftreffing  and  terrible  falls,  his  amazing  and  almoft 
miraculous  recoveries,  kept  all  eyes  fixed  on  his  motions,  as 
the  great  centre  of  public  attention.  Undoubtedly  nothing 
that  has  ever  been  acted  en  the  fcene  of  human  affairs,  at- 
tracted the  minds  of  men  to  it  with  greater  juftice;  none 
perhaps  afforded  at  once  more  entertainment  to  the  imagi- 
nation, and  furnifhed  more  copious  materials  for  political 
and  military  inftruction  ;  and  probably,  therefore,  this  part 
of  all  our  modem  hiftory,  will  be  the  moft  carefully  ftudied 
by  poftcrity,  when  it  comes  to  be  properly  known,  and  wor- 
thily written. 

To  judge  of  the  importance  of  this  "branch  of  the  general 
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war,  it  will  be  proper  to  recollect  that,  befides  a  number  of 
fieges  which  were  profecuted,  together  with  innumerable 
and  bloody  (kirmifhes,  no  lets  than  nineteen  pitched  battles, 
or  capital  actions,  have  been  fought  on  his  part  fince  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1756,  when  the  king  of  Pruffia  firft  feized 
upon  Saxony,  and  made  an  irruption  into  Bohemia.  In 
eleven  of  thefe  battles,  the  King  or  his  generals  were  de- 
feated. He  was  victorious  only  in  eight.  Ten'bf  them 
were  fought  under  his  own  command  ;  and  feven  out  of  the 
eight  victories  which  were  gained,  were  obtained  by  him- 
felf  in  perfon  ;  of  the  eleven  defeats,  he  was  prefent  only 
at  three. 

From  thefe  circumftances  feme  judgment  may  be  formed 
of  the  active  and  enterprizing  character  of  this  monarch, 
and  of  the  amazing  refource  he  had  prepared,  or  formed, 
or  feized,  and  in  fome  inftances,  one  may  fay,  almoft  creat- 
ed. We  have  obferved  that  the  laft  campaign  had  ended 
more  to  his  advantage  than  the  one  preceding  had  done; 
for  thofe  two  great  victories  of  Lignitz  and  Torgau,  with 
which  he  then  ended  his  operations,  had  not  only  refcued 
his  affairs  in  Silefia  and  Saxony  from  impending  deftruction, 
but  had  enlarged  his  field  for  recruiting,  and  prepared  him, 
to  all  appearance,  for  more  early  and  vigorous  action,  than 
could  have  been  expected  in  moft  of  the  preceding  cam- 
paigns. But  every  one  was  furprized  to  obferve,  that  this 
year  he  had  totally  altered  the  fyftem  of  his  conduct.  An 
inactivity  and  langour  was  diifufed  over  all  his  proceedings. 
He  feemed  to  have  adopted  the  caution  and  flownefs  which 
had  been  fo  long  oppofed  to  his  vivacity  by  M.  Daun.  The 
fummer  was  almoft  wholly  fpent,  and  the  King  of  PrufTia 
had  fc<;rcely  been  mentioned. 

It  was  not  fufpected  that  the  propofed  negotiation  at 
Augfburg  could  have  had  much,  if  any  influence  upon  his 
method  of  proceeding.  No  particular  propofals  had  been 
made  concerning  his  affairs,  nor  indeed  any  other  marks  of 
a  pacific  difpofition  towards  him  fhewn,  except  what  were 
contained  in  thofe  general  declarations,  which  a  regard  to 
common  decency  had  exacted.  It  mud  have  added  to  the 
anxiety  of  his  fituation,  that  Great  Britain  and  France  were 
at  that  time  engaged  in  a  feparate  treaty,  in  which  the  latter 
power  was  in  a  condition  to  make  fo  many  flattering  offers 
in  relation  to  Germany,  that  he  might  well  have  dreaded 
the  withdrawing  of  that  affiftance  which  had  hitherto  been 

his 
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his  great  fupport  againfl  all  attacks,  and  his  final  refource 
in  all  his  diflreifes.  Perhaps  he  was  well  affured,  that  the 
faith  of  Great  Britain  was  proof  againfl  every  offer,  however 
alluring ;  in  fact  it  proved  to  be  fo ;  for  in  rejecting  the 
German  neutrality,  which  the  French  propofed  in  the  late 
negotiation,  our  country  afforded  as  convincing  a  proof  of 
an  unfhaken  public  faith,  as  any  people  had  ever  given  to 
their  allies. 

However,  whiift  this  point  remained  in  any  degree  of 
fufpence,  it  would  have  appeared  natural^  that  the  King  of 
Pruffia  mould  make  fome  uncommon  exertions  to  confirm 
the  faith  of  his  allies,  as  well  as  to  put  himfelf  upon  a  more 
refpe6tab!e  footing  at  the  enfuing  congrefs.  It  is,  notwith- 
flanding  certain,  that  he  contented  himfelf  with  acting 
wholly  upon  the  defensive  ;  a  conduct,  which  perhaps  his 
circumflances  had  rendered  absolutely  unavoidable.  Prince 
Henry  commanded  an  army  in  Saxony,  which  intrenched 
itfelf  flrongly  under  Leipfic.  M.  Daun  continued  near 
Drefden  ;  and  thefe  two  armies  did  no  more  than  watch 
each  other  during  the  campaign.  The  King  was  alfo  in- 
trenched in  a  very  ftrong  pofition  in  Upper  Silefia,  not  far 
from  Schweidnitz,  whilft  the  fortreiles  in  the  lower  part  of 
that  country  were  filled  with  fuch  garrifons,  as  put  them 
out  of  the  reach  of  any  fudden  infult. 

This  pcfiticn  was  pointed  out  by  the  motions  and  appa- 
rent defigns  of  his  enemies.  The  Ruffian  army  was  this 
year,  as  well  as  in  the  former,  divided  into  two  ftrong  bo- 
dies ;  one  cf  which,  led  by  Tottleben,  directed  its  march 
towards  Pomerania  :  and  the  other  under  M.  Butterlin,  en- 
tered into  the  Upper  Silefia,  advancing  towards  Breflau. 
Baron  Laudohn  entered  that  province  in  the  part  oppofite 
to  them,  and  they  propofed  to  unite  their  armies,  in  order 
to  attack  the  King,  or  to  take  Breflau  or  Schweidnitz  in  his 
preience.  The  remarkable  drought  in  the  beginning  of  the 
feafon,  which  had  greatly  lowered  the  Oder,  facilitated  their 
junction.  The  Ruffians  fpread  themfelves  over  all  the  open 
country  of  Silefia  ;  and  exacted  heavy  contribu- 
Aug.  1.  tions.  A  body  of  them  appeared  before  Breilau, 
ami  began  to  cannonade  the  town  from  feven  bat- 
teries. Laudohn  exerted  the  whole  of  his  {kill  to  draw  the 
King  from  his  poffc,  and  to  engage  him  in  a  difadvantageous 
action.  Some  times  he  advanced,  as  if  he  meant  to  join  the 
Ruffians  :  fometiimes  his  motions  indicated  adefign  on  Sch- 
weidnitz; 
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weidnitz ;  thefe  attempts  failing,  he  turned  ofr  and  made  a 
feint  as  if  he  propofed  to  fall  upon  the  Lower  Siiefia,  in 
hopes  that  he  might  at  lead  oblige  the  King  of  Pruffia  to 
detach  and  divide  his  forces ;  but  the  King  continued  im- 
moveable in  his  poft. 

Whilil  thefe  various  movements  were  making  Avith  little 
fcffdfifc,  on  the  fide  of -Siiefia,  the  other  grand  divifion  cf  the 
'Ruffians  advanced  without  oppontion  into  Pbmcrania  ;'  and 
it  was  expected  that  their  proceedings  would  be  attended 
with  greater  effect  fince  the  removal  of  Tottleben,  and  the 
appointment  of  general  Romanzow-to  the  command.  Tot- 
tleben had  been  long  fufpectedV  and,  it  is  faid,  at  length 
convicted,  of  a  fe.cret  correfpendence  with  the  King  of 
Pruffia.  The-  fititation  of  this. Monarch  obliged  .him  to 
fight  with  every;fort  of  weapon  ;-  and  Tottleben,.  a  foidier 
of  fortune,  without  any  national  attachment  or  particular 
allegiance,  was  a  fit  objeQ:  foT_*he  King  of  Pruffia's  pecu- 
niary ftratagems.  Ke  did  not  fucceed  fo  well  in  the  attempts 
ci  the  fame  kind  which  he  is  faid. to  have,  made  upon  Lau- 
dchn.  Every  cirenrri  fiance  concurred  to  render  the  method 
cf  corruption  lefs  fuceefsful  in  that  quarter. 

Cclberg/r&gukrriv  befieged;  or  c-lofely  lfreightened  every 
campaign,  fince  thie  Ruffians  made  themfelves  matters  of  the 
kingdom  of  Pruffia,  was  now  aiTauited  with  greater  and  more 
determined  force  than- ever.  :  A  ftrong  fleet,  confifling  of 
forty  fail  of  all  kinds,  blockaded  it  by  fea,  whilil: -the  army  of 
general  Romanzow  formed  the  fiege  by  land.  -On. the  .other 
hand,  the  place  threatened  a  defence  worthy  of  its  former 
efforts.  This  city  was  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  of 
gfeaterTtrength  than  it  had  commonly  been  reprefented  ; 
-every  attempt  cf  the  Ruffians,  by  demcnflrati'iig  where 
any  weaknefs  lay,  taught  the  Pruffians,  who  .were  fully 
fenfible  of  its  importance,  in  what  part  and  in, what  man- 
ner it  vacs  neceffary  to  add  to  its  works ;  and'  they  had 
omitted  no  opportunity.  In  addition  to  this  defence,  the 
Prince  of  Wurtenburg  was  ftrongly  intrenched  under  the 
cannon  of  the  town,  with  a  body  of  fix  or  feven  thoufand 
men. 

The  King  of  Pruflia  was  extremely  alarmed  at  the 
danger  of  this  momentous  poft,  the  key  of  his  dominions 
to-  the  north,  from  the  relief  of  which  he  was  removed, 
and,  as  it  were,  chained  down,  at  fuch  an  immenfe  dif- 
tance.  Though  Laudohn  and  Butturlin  found  abundant 
E  e  e  employment 
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employment  for  his  forces,  he  refolved  to  fend  a  confider- 
able  detachment  under  general  Platen  to  the  affiftance  of 
Colberg.  The  fertility  of  his  genius  propofed  two  ends 
from  this  fingle  expedient.  He  ordered  Platen  to  direct  his 
march  through  Poland,  and  to  deftroy  the  Ruffian  maga- 
zines, which  had  been  amaiTed  on  the  frontiers  of  that  king- 
dom, and  from  which  their  army  in  Silefia  drew  its  whole 
fubfiftence.  This  fervice,  might,  he  hoped,  be  performed 
without  any  confiderable  interruption  to  the  progrefs  of  the 
detachment  towards  Colberg.  The  event  was  entirely 
anfwerable  to  his  wifhes.  General  Platen  ruined  three 
principal  magazines  of  die  enemy.  He  attacked  a  great 
convoy  of  their  waggons  ;  deftroyed  500,  and  burned  or 
difperfed  the  provifions  they  carried.  Four  thoufand  men 
who  protected  this  convoy,  were,  for  the  greater  part,  killed 
or  made  prifoners.  General  Platen,  after  this  ufeful  and 
brilliant  exploit,  purfued  his  march  with  the  utmoft  diligence 
to  Pomerania. 

Intelligence  of  this  blow  was  no  fooner  .received  by  the 
Ruffians  in  Silefia,  than  they  were  (truck  with  the  utmoft. 
confirmation.  They  had  lately  effected  one  of 
Aug.  25.  their  purpofes  by  their  junction  with  the  Auftri- 
ans ;  but  this  ftroke  compelled  them  at  once  to 
fever  this  union,  fo  lately  and  with  fuch  difficulty  compafTed, 
to  drop  all  their  defigns  upon  Breflau,  to  repafs  the  Oder, 
and  to  retire  without  delay  into  Poland,  left  their  remaining 
magazines  mould  fhare  the  fame  fate  with  the  three  above- 
mentioned,  and  their  future  fubfiftence  be  thereby  rendered 
wholly  precarious. 

So  unfortunately  circumftanced  were  the  affairs  of  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  that  his  wifeft  fchemes  and  happieft  fuc- 
cefles  could  hardly  anfwer  any  other  end  than  to  vary  the 
fcene  of  his  diftrefs.  The  ftorm  which  had  been  diverted 
from  Silefia  by  general  Platen's  expedition,  was  only  remov- 
ed from  thence  to  be  difcharged  with  irrefiftible  fury  on 
Colberg.  The  Ruffians,  when  they  faw  that  the  meafures 
the  king  had  taken,  rendered  the  completion  of  both  their 
defigns  impracticable,  refolved  at  all  adventures  to  fecure 
one  of  them.  Colberg  was  the  object  of  their  choice,  not 
only  as  the  place  furtheft  from  fuccour  but  as  the  poffefficn 
of  it  would  be  an  advantage  fitteft  for  anfwering  thofe  ends 
which  were  more  nearly  and  properly  Ruffian.  M.  Buttur- 
lin,  therefore,  as  foon  as  he  had  eftablifhed  his  convoys,  di- 
rected 


1*761.  The  History  of  the  War.  403 

rected  his  courfe  towards  Pomerania,  and  being  mailer  of 
Lanfperg,  he  fent  detachments  from  thence,  that  cruelly 
wafted  all  the  adjoining  Marche  of  Brandenburg,  without 
at  the  fame  time  diverting  himfelf  by  thefe  ravages  from  his 
main  intention. 

A  force  of  Ruffians  was  by  this  time  affembled  in  Pome- 
rania, to  which  it  was  impoffible  for  the  king  of  Pruffia  to 
oppofe  any  thing  that  was  in  any  degree  able  to  contend 
with  them  in  the  field  ;  of  courfe  he  could  not  promife 
himfelf  that  immediate  raifing  the  fiege  could  be  the  effect 
of  thefe  fuccours.  All  he  could  do  was  to  fend  another  de- 
tachment to  that  part,  under  general  Knoblock;  and  hoped 
that  by  the  union  of  thefe  feveral  fmall  corps,  and  by  their 
intercepting  or  at  leaft  diftreffmg  the  Ruffan  convoys  of 
provifion,  the  place  might  be  enabled  to  -hold  out,  until  the 
fevere  fetting  in  of  winter  mould  render  the  operations  of  a 
fiege  impracticable. 

He  was  providing  in  this  manner,  and  ftudying  new  me- 
thods for  the  relief  of  Colberg,  to  the  danger  of  which  place 
his  whole  attention  was  drawn,  when  an  event  happened 
juft  by  him,  and,  as  it  were,  under  his  eye,  almoft  as  dif- 
treffmg as  the  taking  of  Colberg  would  have  proved,  and  fa 
much  the  more  diftreffmg,  as  it  was  entirely  unexpected. 

On  the  retreat  of  the  Ruffians  under  Butturlin,  the  king 
of  Pruffia  imagined  himfelf  at  liberty.  He  found  a  want  of 
provifions  in  his  ftrong  camp  near  Schweidnitz,  and  to  be 
the  more  eafily  fupplied,  he  approached  nearer  to  the  Oder. 
He  was  fo  little  in  fear  of  the  enemy,  that  on  making  this 
movement  he  drafted  4000  men  from  the  garrifon  of  Sch- 
weidnitz :  he  thought  that  the  preparations  neceffary  to  a 
fiege  would  give  him  fufficient  notice,  and  fufficient  leifure 
to  provide  for  the  fafety  of  that  important  place,  from  which 
after  all,  he  had  removed  but  to  a  very  fmall  diftance.  Lau- 
dohn,  who  through  the  whole  campaign  had  watched  the 
king  with  a  moft  diligent  and  penetrating  affiduity,  and 
hitherto  had  found  no  part  open  and  unguarded,  thought  in 
this  inftant  he  perceived  an  advantage.  It  was  indeed  an 
advantage  which  would  never  have  appeared  as  fuch,  but 
tc  a  general  as  refoiute  as  fagacious.  He  refolved  to  at- 
tempt this  ftrong  place,  by  a  coup  de  main.  On  the  ift  of 
October  at  three  in  the  morning,  the  affault  began.  An 
attack  was  made  at  the  fame  time  on  all  the  four  outworks, 
which  the  troops,  ordered  on  this  important  enterprize  ap- 
E  e  e   2  proached 
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proached  with  fo  much  precaution,  that  they  were  not  per- 
ceived by  the  garrifon.  They  fcaled  all  the  four  at  the  fame 
time ;  and  the  troops  which  defended  them  had  fcarce  time 
to  fire  a  few  cannon  fhot.  On  the  fide  of  the  affailants, 
not  a  gun  was  difcharged  :  but  in  one  of  thofe  out-works 
the  fire  of  the  fmall  arms  fet  fire  to  a  powder  magazine, 
which  blew  up,  and  011  this  occafion  about  300  of  the  Au- 
ftrians,  and  about  the  fame  number  of  the  Pruffians  were 
killed.  As  foon  as  the  out-works  were  earned,  they  pre- 
pared to  affault  the  body  of  the  place,  which  they  entered 
by  burfting  open  the  gates,  and  at  day-break  they  found 
themfelves  matters  of  the  town,  after  firing  a  few  fhot. 
Five  battalions,  making  about  3000  men,  and  lieutenant- 
general  Zaftrow,  governor  of  the  fortrefs,  were  made  pri- 
soners. The  conquerors  found  here  a  great  number  of  can- 
non, and  a  targe  magazine  of  meal.  Their  lofs  in  the  whole 
of  this  bold  and  fortunate  undertaking  amounted,  by  their 
accounts,  to  no  more  than  600  men. 

In  a  manner  fo  unexpected,  and  confidering  the  nature  of 
the  fortifications,  fo  unprecedented,  Schweidnitz  fell  for  a 
fecond  time  in  this  War  into  the  hands  of  the.  Auftrians ; 
and  that  city,  which  in  the  year  1758  had  coft  the  Pruflians 
•a  blockade  of  fome  months,  and  a  fiege  of  thirteen  days 
open  trenches  to  recover  it,  was  again  loll  in  a  few  hours, 
and  with  a  very  inconfiderable  damage  to  thofe  who  under- 
took this  daring  enterprize. 

The  king  of  Pruffia  felt  this  grievous  blow  to  the  quick. 
By  their  polTefilon  of  Schweidnitz  he  faw  the  Auftrians  en- 
abled to  winter  in  Silefia;  he  faw  that  whilfr  they  held  this 
place,  he  could  poffibly  make  no  motion  for  the  relief  of  any 
other  part  of  his  dominions,  without  expofing  Breflau,  and 
along  with  it  the  whole  of  Upper  Silefia,  to  a  certain  and 
irrecoverable  conqueft.  In  the  firft.  agitations  produced  by 
fo  extraordinary  and  affecting  a  difailer,  he  was  difpofed  to 
attribute  this  misfortune  to  the  treachery  of  the  governor, 
but  he  was  too  generous  to  harbour  inch  a  fufpicion,  for 
any  time,  againft  an  officer  who  had  hitherto  fcrved  him 
with  fidelity,  and  who  might  have  been  furprized  with  an 
attack  of  fo  uncommon  a  nature,  and  which  the  king  him- 
felf  had  as  little  fufpecied  as  the  governor.  He  immediate- 
ly recovered  his  temper,  aud  faid  with  a  fmile,  "  It  is  a  fa- 
H  tal  blow;  we  muil  endeavour  to  remedy  it."  He  wrote 
to  general  Zaftrow,   who    commanded  there,  "  We  may 
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"  now  fay,  what  Francis  I.  of  France  wrote  to  his  mother 
"  after  the  battle  of  Pavia,  We  have  toft  all  except  our  bo- 
"  nour.  As  I  cannot  comprehend  what  hath  happened  to 
"  you,  I  (hall  fufpend  my  judgment ;  the  thing  is  very 
"  extraordinary." 

Schweidnitz  was  loft  fuddenly;  but  Colberg  made  a  mod 
obftinate  and  noble  defence.  At  length,  however,  the  gar- 
rifon  began  to  be  forely  diftreired  for  provinons.  General 
Platen  quitted  the  intrenchments,  which  he  had  maintained 
in  conjunction  with  the  prince  of  Wurtenburg,  in  order  to 
cover  the  reinforcements,  which  the  numerous  and  ftrcr.g 
detachments  of  the  Ruffians,  who  overfpread  the  whole 
country,  had  hitherto  kept  at  a  diftance.  But  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  meet  an  infinitely  iuperior  body  of  the  ene- 
my, to  be  beaten,  and  to  lofe  part  of  his  convoy  ;  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  he  efcaped  with  the  remainder  to 
Stettin. 

The  other  (general  Knoblock)  had  eftablifhed  himfelf  at 
Treptow,  which  was  to  ferve  as  a  reft ing  place  for  the  con- 
voys ;  but  as  general  Platen  had  been  repulfed,  in  the  man- 
ner we  have  juft  feen,  Romanzow  advanced  with  a  large 
force  to  Treptow.  Knoblock,  hopelefs  of  ailiftance  in  a 
town  which  had  fcarcely  any  walls,  and  inverted  by  a  body 
lo  vaftly  fuperior,  yet  made  a  vigorous  and  gallant  defence- 
tor  five  days;  he  was  at  length  compelled  to  iurrender  him- 
felf and  his  bodv  of  about  2000  men  prifoners  of  war. 

Thefe  fucceftive  difafters  were  occasioned  by  the  necef- 
fity   there    was   for     revicluallmg    Colberg,    coft    what    it 
would,  for  that  end,  of  difperfmg  the  PruiTian  troops  in  the 
face  of  a  Ruffian  army  of  50,000  men.     The  revichiallinj 
in  thefe  circumftances  could  not   be  effected  without  a  fin 
gular  piece  of  good  fortune  ;  and,  in   order  to  get   into  th 
wav  of  this  good  fortune,  every  rifque  was  to  be  run. 

Thefe  advantages  over  Platen    and  Knoblock   raifed    t 
fpir.ts  of  the  Ruffians,  and  enabled  them  to  contend  wi 
the  extreme  rigour  of  the  feafon  in  that  northern  latitud 
they  puihed   the  fiege  with  redoubled  efforts.     All  hope 
a  iupph"  from  the  land  was  abfolutely  at  an  end ;  and  thou 
the  Rofltan  fleet  had  been  by  a  violent  ftcrm  driven  off  t 
coaft,  the  fuccour  from  the   fea  was   too  precarious  to  1 
depended  en.  In  this  defperate  fituation  the  prince  of  Wu 
tenburg  became   apprehensive,  left    his   armv,  which    hi 
been   u.ablc  to  relieve    the   town,  by   d'jlaving  any   long 
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under  its  walls  would  only  fhare  its  fate,  and  that  famine 
might  alfo  oblige  him  to  furrender.  He  therefore  refolved, 
whilft  his  men  retained  their  vigour,  to  break  through  a 
part  of  the  Ruffian  army,  and  to  leave  Colberg  to  make  the 
beft  terms  its  circumflances  would  admit.  This  defign  he 
accomplifhed  happily,  and  with  little  or  no  lofs. 

And  now  Colberg,  hopelefs  of  all  relief,  the 
Dec.  1 6th.  garrifon  exhaufted,  provifion  low,  the  fortifica- 
tions in  many  places  battered  to  pieces,  after  a 
long  fiege  of  near  fix  months,  furrendered  to  the  Ruffian?. 
The  governor  and  the  garrifon  were  made  prifoners  of  war. 
This  place  was  defended  by  the  gallant  Hcyde,  who  to 
this  time  had  maintained  it  fuccefsfully  againft  all  the  efforts 
of  the  Ruffians  during  the  war  ;  and  as  he  was  diftinguifhed 
by  the  king  his  mafter,  for  his  merit  in  the  fuccefsful  de- 
fence of  it,  he  had  likewife  as  full  affurances  of  his  favours 
after  having  on  the  late  occafion  conducted  himfelf  with 
his  former  bravery,  though  it  was  not  with  the  former  good 
fortune. 

The  lofs  of  two  fuch  places  as  Schweidnitz  and  Colberg, 
at  the  two  extremities  of  his  dominions,  was  decifive 
againfl:  the  king  of  Pruffia.  It  was  now  impoffible  for  him 
to  make  any  movement  by  which  the  enemy  could  not  pro- 
fit to  his  almoft  certain  deftruclion.  To  form  fieges,  with 
an  army  like  his,  inferior  in  the  field,  was  impoffible.  The 
Ruffians,  by  poffeffmg  Colberg,  poffeffed  every  thing.  They 
were  matters  of  the  Baltic;  and  they  now  acquired  a  port, 
by  which  their  armies  could  be  well  provided,  without  the 
neceffityof  tedious,  uncertain,  and  expenfive  convoys  from 
Poland.  The  road  lay  almoft  open  into  the  heart  of  Bran- 
denburg. Stetin  alone  flood  in  their  way ;  but  it  was  ob- 
vious that  nothing  but  the  advanced  feafon  could  fave  Stetin 
from  the  fate  of  Colberg.  The  Ruffians,  now  for  the 
firft  time,  took  up  their  winter  quarters  in  Pomerania. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  this  whole  year  paffed  without  a 
-egu'ar  battle  between  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  any  of  his 
jfiemies,  yet  none  of  the  mod  unfortunate  of  his  campaigns 
lad  been  fo  ruinous  to  him.  He  had  fuffered  four  terrible 
lefeats,  without  having  ballanced  them  with  a  fingle  ad- 
vantage of  confequc:,ce  in  the  campaign  of  1759.  Yet  in 
hefe  circumflances  it  is  almoft  incredible  hew  little  he 
eally  loft.  He  was  able  to  take  the  fie'd  again  theeniuing 
ear  in  a  very  refpeclable    manner,    and  to   make    head 
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againft  his  enemies.  In  that  year  he  loft  a  whole  army 
near  Landfhut ;  ftill  he  was  far  from  being  broken.  Af- 
terwards in  that  fame  campaign,  he  gave  his  enemies  two 
fignal  defeats,  and  ended  his  operations  advantageoufly,  and 
with  great  glory.  But  in  the  year,  of  which  we  now  write, 
without  fuffering  any  confiderable  blow  in  the  field,  without 
any  finking  efforts  on  any  fide,  his  power  has  gradually 
crumbled  away.  The  mod  calamitous  defeats  could  not 
fink  him  lower.  And  in  the  Situation  in  which  he  flood 
after  the  taking  of  Colberg,  we  may  fafely  fay,  that  there 
was  fcarcely  a  poflibiiity  that  he  could  be  preferved  from 
dellruclion  by  any  thing  that  lay  within  the  reach  of  human 
endeavours. 

CHAP.     VII. 

The  negotiation  refumed.  French  concejjions.  Difference 
concerning  the  German  alliance.  Difference  concerning 
the  captures  antecedent  to  the  declaration  of  war.  Treaty 
breaks  off.     Meffieiirs  Stanley  and  Buffy  recalled. 

AFTER  having  been  fo  long  detained  on  the  theatre 
of  war,  it  is  time  we  mould  return  to  take  a  view  of 
the  negotiation  for  putting  an  end  to  the  miferies  it  occa- 
sioned. In  reality  the  view,  even  of  this  fcene,  was  very 
gloomy  and  unpromifing.  The  confidence  and  good  hu- 
mour cf  the  two  courts  being  fubverted,  all  that  followed 
was  rather  an  altercation  than  a  treatv.  It  is  true,  that  pa- 
pers paffed  backward  and  forward ;  and  the  pretenfions  of 
each  party,  the  points  they  agreed  to  cede,  and  thofe  which 
they  were  determined  to  adhere  to,  grew  more  diftincl  and 
explicit.  But  all  that  cordiality  was  vanifhed,  which  is  fo 
neceffary  towards  fmoothing  and  clearing  a  road,  which  a 
long  hoitility  had  broken  up,  and  fo  many  intricate  topics 
had  contributed  to  embarrafs. 

Without  involving  ourfelves  in  the  detail  of  the  fevcral 
memorials  which  were  delivered  in  and  without  referring 
numerically  to  the  feveral  articles,  it  will  be  fufficient  that 
we  briefly  ftate  thofe  points  which  were,  or  ieemed  to  be, 
in  a  fair  way  of  adjuitment  between  England  and  France; 
and  afterwards  thofe  on  which  it  mould  appear  that  the  ne- 
negotiaticn  broke  off. 

After  fome  difcuilions  concerning  its  proper  limits,  it  was 
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agreed,  that  all  Canada  Should  be  ceded  to  the  Englifh. 
This  ceiTion  comprehended,  on  one  fide,  all  the  iflands  and 
countries  adjoining  to  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence.  On  the 
other,  it  took  in  all  the  great  lakes,  and  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  Ohio,  to  its  difcharge  into  the  MiSTifippi.  A  territory 
Sufficient  for  the  bafis  of 


In  drawing  this    line  of  divihon,  another  quef::on 
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concerning:  the  bounds  of  Louifiana,  and  the  ilate  of  the 
intermediate  Indian  nation  between  the  lakes  and  the  MiS- 
fifippi,  who  inhabit,  or  are  rather  fcattered  over  an  immenfe 
country,  that  lies  along  the  back  of  our  colonies  ail  the  v/ay 
from  Penfylvania  to  Georgia.  It  was  therefore  very  proper 
that  Something  definitive  mould  be  fettled  on  this  article, 
as  it  might  otherwiSe  eafily  be  made  productive  of  a  new- 
war.  England  propofed  that  all  thofe  nations  mould  con- 
tinue, as  me  contended  thev  had  heretofore  been,  under  the 
protection  of  Great  Britain,  without  faying  any  thing  pre- 
cife  as  to  the  dominion  of  the  foil. 

France  controverted  this  proportion  ;  me  on  her  part 
propofed  to  divide  thefe  nations  ;  that  thofe  to  'the  north- 
ward of  the  line  drawn  to  afcertain  the  limits  of  Canada 
mould  be  independent,  under  the  protection  of  England,  but 
that  thofe,  which  were  to  the  Southward,  mould  enjoy  the 
fame  independence,  under  the  protection  of  France.  No- 
thing was  perfectly  fettled  in  relation  to  this  point ;  but  it 
does  not  feem  as  if  there  could  have  been  any  material  dis- 
agreement upon  it  had  the  other  matters  in  debate  been  ad- 
jufted  to  their  mutual  Satisfaction. 

The  African  conteft  feemed  to  have  been  attended  with 
Still. leSs  difficulty.  The  French  confented  to  give  up  both 
Senegal  and  Gcree,  provided  Anamaboo  and  Acra  were 
guarantied  to  them. 

The  momentous -queftion  of  the  fifhery  was  iikewife  de- 
termined. The  French  gave  up  their  claim  to  Cape  Bre- 
ton and  St.  John's,  and  were  Satisfied  to  receive  the  little 
iiland  of  St.  Pierre  on  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland  ;  but  even 
this  they  were  to  receive  on  conditions  Sufficiently  humili- 
ating. They  were  to  erect  no  fort  of  fortification,  nor  to 
keep  up  any  military  e'ftabliihment  there.  An  Enghfn  com- 
miriary  was  to  refide  on  the  iiland,  in  order  to  fee  that  thefe 
Stipulations  were  adhered  to.  As  to  the  reft,  the  French 
were  to  have  the  Same  privileges  on  theccaft  of  Newfound- 
land, checked  with  the  fame  reftrictions,  which  before  the 
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war  they  had  enjoyed  under  the  15th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht.  In  conformity  to  another  article  of  that  treaty, 
and  in  compenfation  for  the  privilege  of  the  fifhery,  they 
confented  that  Dunkirk  mould  be  demolifhed. 

Concerning  the  iflands  of  Guadaloupe,  Marigalante,  Mi- 
norca, and  Belleifle,  no  great  controverfy  had  fubfifted 
from  the  beginning.  It  had  all  along  been  agreed,  that 
thefe  conquefh  mould  be  reciprocally  reflored.  Neither  did 
the  French  fcruple  to  adopt  our  propofal  concerning  the 
affairs  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  nor  to  make  fatisfa£fcory  declara- 
tions concerning  Oftend  and  Nieuport. 

So  many  delicate  and  interefting  points  were  fettled,  that 
it  does  not  at  firfl  appear  what  it  was  that  could  have  re- 
tarded the  peace.  A  difcuflion  of  the  feparate  interefte  of 
two  powers  only,  that  are  in  earned  to  agree,  may  be  fet- 
tled without  any  very  confiderable  difficulty.  The  hard 
and  almoft  inextricable  part  of  the  knot,  is  that  wherein  the 
crofs  concerns  and  interefts  of  allies  intervene.  There  were 
two  points  upon  which,  if  we  may  form  a  judgment  from 
appearances,  this  negotiation  unfortunately  broke  off.  The 
firfl:  was  upon  the  manner  in  which  England  and  France 
might  be  at  liberty  to  aflift  their  refpective  allies ;  and  on 
the  reftitution  of  Wefel,  Gueldres,  and  fuch  other  places 
as  the  French  had  conquered  from  his  Prufiian  majefty. 

On  the  firfl:  member  of  this  principal  point,  the  repeated 
propofals  of  France  for  a  neutrality  in  Germany  had  been 
uniformly  and  pofitively  rejected  by  our  adminiflration. 
They  were  considered  as  fo  many  attacks  upon  national 
integrity.  This  fcheme,  therefore,  not  being  admitted, 
they  would  or  could  come  to  no  agreement,  and  fcarely 
to  an  intelligible  explanation  either  of  the  mode  or  the 
quantity  of  the  afliftance  which  they  mould  be  at  li- 
berty mutually  to  impart  to  their  German  allies,  or  of 
the  place  in  which  fuch  fuccours  mould  be  employed.  As 
to  Wefel  and  Gueldres,  the  French  obftinately  refufed  to 
reftore  thofe  places.  They  declared  that  fuch  a  ceflion 
would  be  directly  againft  the  faith  by  which  they  were  bound 
to  the  emprefs  queen  of  Hungary,  for  whom  they  infifted 
that  thefe  places  had  been  conquered,  and  in  whofe  name 
alone  they  were  governed,  though  they  had  been  reduced 
by  the  French  arms,  and  were  at  that  moment  held  by 
French  garrifons. 

As  to  the  fecond  point,  namely,  the  reflitution  of  cap- 
F  f  f  tures 
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tures  made  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war,  the  negoti- 
ating powers  were  equally  pofitive,  the  one  to  demand,  the 
other  to  refufe  it.  The  Englifh  argued  that  this  claim  had 
no  fort  of  foundation  in  the  law  of  nations,  neither  Was  it 
grounded  on  any  particular  convention.  That  the  right  of 
all  hoftile  operations  refults,  not  from  a  formal  declaration 
of  war  but  from  the  hoftilities  which  the  aggreffor  has  firft 
offered;  that  the  contrary  of  this  proportion  is  at  leaft  ex- 
tremely conteftible;  and  fmce  it  can  by  no  means  be  clearly 
eftablifhed,  it  follows  that  the  detainment  of  thofe  captures 
mufl  be  confidered,  on  the  fide  of  England,  as  part  of  the 
uti  pojpdetisy  originally  propofed  as  the  bafis  of  this  treaty. 

France,  on  the  ether  hand,  feemed  as  fully  convinced  of 
the  juftice  of  her  pretenfions,  and  me  deemed  the  arguments 
with  which  me  fupported  them  to  be  fo  unanfwerable,  that 
me  offered  to  fubmitthem  to  the  juftice  of  the  Englifh  tri- 
bunals. They  urged  that  this  claim  of  reftitution  was 
founded  on  the  law  of  nations,  and  upon  particular  conven- 
tion ;  by  the  19th  article  of  the  peace  of  Utrecht;  and  by 
the  fecond  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce ;  and  that  this 
was  ftrengthened  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Aix- 
la-Chapelle,  which  renews  and  confirms  thofe  articles  in  the 
preceding  treaties. 

By  thefe  articles  a  protection  is  allowed  to  the  refpective 
fubje&s  who  may  have  mips  in  the  ports  of  either  of  the 
powers,  becaufe  having  no  opportunity  of  knowing  that  a 
rupture  is  fallen  out,  they  failed  under  a  fecurity  of  peace, 
and  under  the  faith  of  treaties.  By  a  parity  of  reafoning, 
the  (hips  not  actually  in  thofe  ports  ought  to  enjoy  the  fame 
fecurity  ;  elfe,  as  they  are  included  in  the  fame  parity  of  cir- 
cumftances,  it  would  follow,  contrary  to  the  principals  of 
humanity  and  right  reafon,  that  the  fovereigns  had  provided 
for  the  prefervation  of  one  part  of  their  fubjecls  from  the 
miferies  of  a  fudden  rupture,  to  which  they  expofe  the  reft. 
The  particular  convention's  of  thefe  treaties,  they  faid,  had 
their  foundation  in  general  equity  and  the  law  of  nations ; 
lince,  as  it  is  impracticable  for  belligerent  ftates  to  agree 
amongftthemfelves  which  is  the  agreffor,  it  is  proper  that 
the  fubjects  fhould  receive  previous  notice  of  the  rupture, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  able  diftinCtly  to  know  when  they 
are,  or  are  not  in  fecurity,  or  when  they  may,  or  may  not 
rely  on  the  treaties  which  fubfift  between  their  fovereigns. 

Thefe  topics  were  as  ufual,  bandied  to  and  fro  with  great 
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heat  and  little  effect  ;  and  as  in  fuch  difcuffions  the  arguments 
on  both  fides  are  plaufible,  and  there  can  be  no  authorifed 
judge,  the  weight  of  the  feveral  pretenfions  commonly  de- 
pends upon  the  power  of  the  parties  to  enforce  them.  On 
thefe  two  points,  therefore,  the  renunciation  of  German 
alliances,  and  the  reftitution  of  captures,  the  negotiation 
from  the  beginning  was  at  a  ftand  ;  and  on  thefe  at  length 
to  all  appearance,  it  finally  broke  off. 

Not  but  we  are  fully  fatisfied  that  the  difagreement  even 
on  thefe  points  might  have  been  only  the  oflenfible  caufe  of 
the  rupture.  The  true  caufe  of  the  breach  feems  to  have 
been  the  unfeafonable  interpofition  of  the  Spaniih  claims. 
For  could  France  be  fuppofed  in  good  earned:  to  defire 
peace,  that  is,  to  defire  fuch  a  reafonable  peace,  as  her 
circumftances  might  demand,  when  fhe  officioufly  min- 
gled with  our  particular  debate,  the  affairs  of  a  foreign 
and  neutral  power,  which  had  not  the  fmalleft  connection 
with  thofe  that  were  at  this  time  properly  under  delibera- 
tion ?  It  was  ridiculous  to  urge,  that  this  was  done  from  a 
prudent  forefight,  and  to  prevent  a  future  war,  v/hich  thefe 
difputes  might  poffibly  occafion.  The  bufinefs  was  to  put 
an  end  to  the  war  which  then  actually  fubfifted ;  and  no- 
thing could  be  farther  from  affifting  this  defign  than  to  in- 
creafe  the  fubjects  of  debate.  France  muft  be  fenfible  of 
the  weight  of  this  argument,  who  herfelf  propofed  in  the 
very  beginning  of  this  treaty,  as  means  almoft  neceffary  for 
carrying  it  on  with  effect,  that  their  particular  difpute  mould 
be  feparated  from  thofe  of  their  German  allies,  with  which 
it  certainly  had  a  more  natural  connexion  than  with  thofe 
that  fubfifted  between  England  and  Spain  ;  as  all  the  former 
parties  werethen  engaged  directly  orindirectly  in  the  war,  to 
which  Spain  had  then  no  manner  of  relation. 

The  Englifh  miniftry  finding  the  French  immoveable  on 
the  two  capital  points  above  mentioned,  and  having  no  opi- 
nion of  the  fmcerity  of  their  procedure,  fent  directions  to 
Mr.  Stanley  to  return  to  England,  and  to  de- 
fire that  Mr.  Buffy  mould  on  the  part  of  his  20th  Sept. 
court,  receive  the  fame  orders.  An  end  was  thus 
put  to  this  negotiation,  (from  which  Europe  had  conceived 
fuch  fanguine  hopes  of  the  alleviation  of  its  miferies)  after 
it  had  continued  near  fix  months.  So  far  indeed  was  it  from 
producing  the  happy  effects  that  were  propofed  from  it,  fo 
far  was  it  from  appeafmg  the  animofities  of  the  powers  ori- 
F  f  f  2  ginally 
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ginally  engaged,  or  from  extinguifhing  the  old  war,  that 
the  parties  feparated  with  intentions  more  hoftile,  and  opi- 
nions more  adverfe  than  ever ;  and  the  war  was  foon  fpread 
to  a  much  greater  extent  by  the  taking  in  of  a  new  party, 
and  may  poflibly  fpread,  ftill  more  widely,  by  laying  open 
new  fources  of  contention  which  may  gradually  draw  in 
other  powers,  and  finally  involve  every  part  of  Europe.  It 
was  alfo  a  means  of  producing  changes  in  England,  which 
at  a  time  of  lefs  tranquillity,  and  in  circumftances  of  lefs 
internal  ftrength,  might  have  been  productive  of  the  moft 
fatal  confequences.  But  thefe  matters  are  referved  for  the 
fubjefit  of  the  enfuing  chapter. 

The  leading  negotiation  in  London  and  Paris  being  thus 
broken  off,  that  which  was  propofed  at  Augfburg  never 
took  place. 

CHAP.     VIII. 

ConducH  of  Spain  during  the  negotiation.  Spanijh  minifer's 
memorial.  'Treaty  between  France  and  Spain.  Differ- 
ence in  the  Englifh  miniflry.  Mr.  Pitt  reftgns.  Mr.  Pitt's 
letter.  Difpute  concerning  the  rejignation.  Addreffes. 
Parliament  meets.     The  German  war  continued. 

AS  nothing  could  have  been  more  unprecedented,  fo  no- 
thing was  more  alarming  than  the  proceeding  of  the 
court  of  Spain  in  the  negotiation.  It  was  altogether  extra- 
ordinary to  fee  a  propofal  for  accommodating  difputes  that 
fubfifted  between  friends,  coming  thro'  the  channel  of  an 
enemy.  It  was  extremely  fingular  to  fee  points  of  fuch 
confequence  formally  communicated  and  propofed  for  de- 
liberation by  a  French  agent,  commiflioned  only  to  nego- 
tiate a  particular  and  diftinct  bufinefs,  when  the  Spaniards 
had  an  ambaffador  refiding  in  London,  from  whom  no  fort 
of  intimation  had  been  previoufly  received  of  fuch  a  defign. 
That  propofal  not  only  marked  out  a  want  of  fincerity 
on  the  part  of  France,  but  it  manifefted  fo  ftrange  and  ir- 
regular a  partiality  on  the  part  of  Spain,  that  it  would  very 
little  have  become  the  dignity  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
or  his  attention  to  the  fafety  of  his  fubjects,  to  let  it  pafs 
without  a  full  and  fatisfa&ory  explanation.  Accordingly 
the  Spaniih  ambaffadcr  was  called  upon  to  difavow  this  ir- 
regular procedure;  but  he  returned  a  verbal,  and  foon  after 
was  authorifed  by  his  court  to  return  a  written  anfwer,  in 
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which  he  openly  avowed  and  juttified  the  ftep  taken  by  the 
French  agent,  as  entirely  agreeable  to  the  fentiments  of  his 
matter.  He  declared  that  the  kings  of  France  and  Spain 
were  united  not  only  by  tie's  of  blood,  but  by  a  mutual  in- 
tereft.  He  applauded  the  humanity  and  greatnefs  of  mind 
which  hismoft  Chriftian  majefty  demonftrated  in  the  pro- 
portion that  was  complained  of.  He  infilled  much  on  the 
fincere  defire  of  peace,  the  only  motive  which  influenced 
the  conduct  of  the  two  monarchs ;  and  he  added,  haughtily, 
that  if  his  matter  had  been  governed  by  any  other  princi- 
ples, "  His  Catholic  majefty  giving  full  fcope  to  his  great 
"  nefs,  would  have  fpoken  from  himfelf,  and  as  became 
"  his  dignity." 

It  appeared  evidently  from  the  whole  of  this  paper,  that 
the  court  of  Spain  was  regularly,  as  a  fort  of  party,  ap- 
prifed  of  every  ftep  that  was  taken  in  the  negotiation;  that 
her  judgment  was  appealed  to  upon  every  point,  and  her 
authority  called  in  aid  to  force  the  acceptance  of  the  terms 
which  were  offered  by  France  ;  in  a  word,  that  there  was 
a  perfect  union  of  affections,  interefts,  and  councils  between 
thefe  two  courts ;  and  the  minifter  of  the  former,  fo  far 
from  denying  or  palliating  this  conduct,  feemed  to  glory 
in  it. 

Mr.  Pitt  who  then  took  the  lead  in  the  miniftry,  was 
fully  fatisfied  the  intentions  of  Spain  were  by  no  means 
equivocal,  and  that  this  partiality,  which  they  ftrong- 
ly  avowed  not  only  by  declarations,  but  by  facts,  would 
drive  them  into  all  the  meafures  of  France.  That  a 
war  on  that  account  was  abfolutely  inevitable  ;  and 
if,  for  the  prefent  moment,  the  Spaniards  rather  delayed 
their  declaration  of  war,  than  laid  afide  their  hoftile  inten- 
tions, it  was  in  order  to  ttrike  the  blow  at  their  own  time, 
and  with  the  greater  effect ;  that  therefore  their  reafons  for 
delaying  to  act  were  the  very  motives,  which  ought  to  in- 
duce us  to  acl:  with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  and  utmoft  vigour. 
That  we  ought  to  confider  the  evafions  of  that  court  as  a 
refufal  of  fatisfaction,  and  that  refufal,  as  a  declaration  of 
war.  That  we  ought  from  prudence  as  well  as  from 
fpirit  to  fecure  ourfelves  the  firtt  blow  ;  and  to  be  practically 
convinced,  that  the  early  and  effective  meafures,  which  had 
fo  large  a  lhare  in  reducing  France  to  this  dependence  upon 
Spain,  would  alfo  be  the  fitteft  for  deterring  or  difabling 
Spain  from  affording  anv  protection    to  France.     That,  to 
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carry  on  this  war  with  vigour,  it  was  only  necefiary  to  con- 
tinue our  prefent  efforts ;  no  new  armament  would  be  ne- 
ceflary;  and  that  if  any  war  could  provide  its  own  refources, 
it  rauft  be  a  war  with  Spain.  That  their  flora  had  not  yet 
arrived,  and  that  the  taking  of  it,  would  at  once  difable  theirs 
and  ftrengthen  our  hands.  This  procedure  fo  fuited  to  the 
dignity  of  the  nation,  and  the  infults  it  had  received,  would 
be  a  leffon  to  Spain,  and  to  every  other  power,  how  they 
mould  prefume  to  dictate  in  our  affairs,  and  to  intermeddle 
with  a  menacing  mediation,  and  anofficioufnefs  as  infidious 
as  it  was  audacious.  That  he  would  allow  our  enemies, 
whether  fecret  or  declared,  no  time  to  think  and  recollect 
themfelves. 

Thefe  fentiments,  fo  agreeable  to  the  refolute  and  en- 
terprifing  character  of  this  minifter,  appeared  mocking  to 
almoft  all  the  reft  of  his  collegues.  They  admitted  that  we 
ought  not  to  be  terrified  from  the  affertions  of  ourjufl  de- 
mands, by  the  menaces  of  any  power.  They  owned  that 
Spain  had  taken  a  very  extraordinary  and  very  unjuflifiable 
ftep;  but  that  we  ought  to  admit  and  even  to  wifh  for,  an 
explanation  ;  this  court  upon  a  fober  yet  fpirited  remon- 
flrance,  might  recall  that  ram  proportion  into  which  they 
had  been  perhaps  unwarily  feduced  by  the  artifices  of 
France  ;  that  to  fhun  war  upon  a  jufl  occafion  was  coward- 
ice, but  to  provoke  or  court  it  was  madnefs.  And,  if  to 
court  a  war  was  not  in  general  a  very  wife  meafure,  to  de- 
fire  it  with  Spain,  if  poffibly  it  could  be  avoided,  was  to 
overturn  the  moft  fudamental  principles  of  the  policy  of 
both  nations.  That  this  defire  of  adding  war  to  war,  and 
enemy  to  enemy,  whilft  we  had  our  hands  already  as  full  as 
they  could  hold,  and  whilft  all  our  faculties  were  flrained  to 
the  utmoft  pitch,  was  ill  to  calculate  the  national  flrength 
of  our  country,  which,  however  great,  had  its  limits,  and 
was  not  able  to  contend  with  all  the  world  ;  that  whilft  we 
were  calling  for  new  enemies,  no  mention  was  made  of  new 
allies,  nor  indeed  of  any  newrefource  whatfoever.  To  plunge 
into  fuch  meafures,  in  the  manner  propofed,  and  upon 
no  better  grounds,  could  not  fail  to  fcandalize  and  alarm  all 
Europe ;  and  we  could  poffibly  derive  no  advantage  from 
this  precipitate  conduct,  which  would  not  be  more  than 
counter-balanced  by  the  jealoufy  and  terror  it  would  necef- 
farily  create  in  every  nation  near  us.  As  to  the  feizure  of 
the  flota,  it  was  not  to  be  reckoned  upon,  as  at  the  very 
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time  of  that  deliberation  it  might  be  expected  to  be  fafe  in 
its  harbour;  and  perhaps  if  we  could  facceed  in  feizing  it, 
we  might  perform  a  fervice  not  very  agreeable  to  neutral 
nations,  and  as  little  advantageous  to  our  own  commerce. 
If  Spain,  blind  to  her  true  interefts,  and  mided  by  French 
councils,  fhould  give  in  a  more  decifive  manner  into  the 
defigns  of  that  court,  and  obftinately  refufe  a  reafonable  fa- 
tisfa£tion,  it  would  be  then  the  true  time  to  declare  war, 
when  all  the  neighbouring  and  impartial  powers  were  con- 
vinced that  we  acted  with  as  much  temper  as  refolu'cion, 
and  when  every  thinking  man  at  home  mould  be  fatisfied 
that  he  was  not  hurried  into  the  hazards  and  expences  of 
war,  from  an  idea  of  chimerical  heroifm,  but  from  inevi- 
table neceffity  ;  and  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  we  might  depend 
upon  the  utmoft  fupport  which  the  nation  could  give  to  an 
adminiftration  that  depended  upon  its  ftrength,  and  yet 
dreaded  to  wafte  it  wantonly,  or  to  employ  it  unjuftly.  The 
minifter  warmed  by  this  oppofition,  declared  that,  "  This 
"  was  the  time  for  humbling  the  whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon; 
"  that  if  this  opportunity  was  let  flip,  it  might  never  be 
"  recovered ;  and  if  he  could  not  prevail  in  this  inftance, 
"  he  was  refolved  that  this  was  the  laft  time  he  would  fit 
"  in  that  council.  He  thanked  the  minifters  of  the  late 
"  king  for  their  fupport;  faid  he  was  himfelf  called  to  the 
"  miniftry  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  to  whom  he  confi- 
"  dered  himfelf  as  accountable  for  his  conduct ;  and  that 
cc  he  would  no  longer  remain  in  a  fituation  which  made  him 
<(  refponfible  for  meafures  he  was  no  longer  allowed  to 
"  guide." 

The  noble  lord,  who  prefided  in  this  council,  to  whom 
years  have  added  the  wifdom  of  experience,  without  abat- 
ing the  vigour  and  fire  of  youth  ;  and  who  was  himfelf  as 
bold  a  minifter  as  ever  directed  the  affairs  of  this  nation, 
made  him  this  reply  :  "  I  find  the  gentleman  is  determined 
M  to  leave  us,  nor  can  I  fay  I  am  forry  for  it,  fince  he 
<c  would  otherwife  have  certainly  compelled  us  to  leave 
"  him  ;  but,  if  he  be  refolved  to  affume  the  right  of  ad- 
**  vifing  his  majefty,  and  directing  the  operations  of  the 
"  war,  to  what  purpofes  are  we  called  to  this  council  ? 
"  When  he  talks  of  being  refponfible  to  the  people,  he 
"  talks  the  language  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  for- 
"  gets,  that  at  this  board,  he  is  onlv  refponfible  to  the 
"  king,     However,  though  he  may  pcillbly  have  convinced 

"  himfelf 
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Ci  himfelf  of  his  infallibility,  Mill  it  remains  that  we  fhould 
"  be  equally  convinced  before  we  can  refign  our  underfland- 
"  ing  to  his  direction,  or  join  with  him  in  the  meafure  he 
"   propofes.'Y^ 

On  the  divifion,  the  minifter  himfelf,  and  a  noble  lord 
clofely  connected  with  him,  were  the  only  voices  in  favour 
of  the  immediate  declaration  of  war  ;  the  reft  of  the  board 
were  unanimoujly  againft  it. 

The  reader  will  obferve  that  together  with  thofe  matters, 
which  have  been  publifhed,  relative  to  this  very  important 
deliberation,  with  fome  appearance  of  authenticity,  we 
have  added  fuch  arguments  as  have  been  agitated  among 
the  people  ;  a  liberty  neceiTary  to  place  the  matter  in  its 
full  light. 

Mr.  Pitt  and  lord  Temple,  adhering  to  their  fir  ft  opinion, 
and  having  delivered  their  reafons  in  writing,  refigned  their 
employments.  This  refignation  feemed  equal  to  a  revolu- 
tion in  the  {late.  An  univerfal  alarm  was  fpread  ;  a  thou- 
fan  i  rumours  flew  abroad,  and  the  firft  fuggeftions  were, 
that  this  great  minifter,  endeavouring  to  avail  himfelf  by  his 
firmnefs  in  negotiation  of  the   advantages  he  had  acquired 

by 


(a)  This  fpeech  has  been  lince  difcovered  to  be  one  amongft 
the  number  of  contrivances  that  were  formed  and  publifned  by 
the  oppofite  party  to  prejudice  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  eyes  of  the  public  ; 
for  alter  Mr.  Pitt  and  lord  temple  had  taken  their  leaves  at  the 
third  and  laft  council  fummoned  to  deliberate  on  the  conduct  of 
Spain,  the  late  earl  Granville,  then  lord  prefident  of  the  council, 
rofeup  to  fpeak,  expreifinga  very  high  opinion  of  Mr.  Pitt's  wif- 
dom,  penetration,  abilities,  honour  and  integrity,  and  in  a  very 
particular,  and  emphatical  manner,  fpoke  of  the  innumerable  and 
almoft  infurmountable  difficulties,  which  Mr.  P///and  lord  Temple 
had  to  ftruggle  with  ;  thefe,  he  faid,  were  the  fentiments  he  then 
delivered, and  in  juftice  to  himfelf,  feveral  times  declared,  that  the 
fpeech  fent  abroad,  (as  fpoke  by  him  on  that  occafion)  was  no 
other  than  a  vile  forgery,  calculated  to  ferve  a  purpofe  as  bafe  as 
it  was  ungrateful.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  detect  another  in- 
Itance  of  their  bafe  conduct,  propagated  with  no  lefs  avidity  ;  that 
Mr.  Pitt  in  his  heart  was  not  an  ememy  to  penfions,  "  witnefs  his 
"  letter  to  a  noble  duke  folliciting  his  grace's  intereft,  with  his 
14  late  majefty  for  a  penfion  :"  By  the  noble  duke  is  meant  the 
duke  of  Netvcaffle,  who,  on  all  occafions  publicly  declared,  he 
never  had  received  any  fuch  letter. 

Review  of  Lord  Bute's  Adminiftration. 
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by  his  vigour  in  war,  was  oppofed  by  the  whole  council* 
who  were  refolved  to  have  a  peace  at  any  rate,  and  that 
this  oppofition  had  driven  him  to  refign  the  feals.  But  the 
true  caufe  of  the  refignation  very  foon  came  out ;  and  on 
this  point  a  violent  conflict  enfued,  in  which  the  popular 
caufe  was  worfe  fuftained,  and  the  minifterial  better,  (that 
is,  with  greater  effect)  than  is  ufual  in  fuch  difcuflions. 
Some  circumftances  contributed  not  a  little  to  this  fuccefs. 

When  Mr.  Pitt  reilgned  the  feals,  the  great  perfon  to 
whom  they  were  delivered  received  them  with  eafe  and 
firmnefs,  without  requeuing  that  he  mould  refume  his  of- 
fice. His  majefty  exprefled  his  concern  for  the  lofs  of  fo 
able  a  fervant ;  and  to  fhew  the  favourable  fenfe  he  enter- 
tained of  his  fervices,  he  made  him  a  moil:  gracious  and  un- 
limited offer  of  any  rewards  in  the  power  of  the  crown  to 
beftow.  His  majefly  at  the  fame  time  exprefled  himfelf 
not  only  fatisfied  with  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  his 
council,  but  declared  he  would  have  found  himfelf  under 
the  greateft  difficulty  how  to  have  acted,  had  that  council 
concurred  as  fully  in  fupporting  the  meafure  propofed  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  as  they  had  done  in  rejecting  it.  A  fentiment 
(in  the  light  in  which  his  majefly  confidered  this  meafure) 
grounded  upon  the  firmeft  principles  of  integrity  and  ho^ 
nour,  and  which  muft  raife  the  high  eft  veneration  for  his 
royal  character  not  only  among  his  own  fubjects,  but 
amongft  all  nations,  when  they  fee  a  power  which  has  fo 
little  to  fear  from  any  human  effort,  fo  very  fearful  of  the 
ieaft  infringement  of  the  ftricteft  and  moil  critical  rules  of 
juftice. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  fenfibly  touched  with  the  grandeur  and 
condefcenfion  of  this  proceeding.  e  I  confefs,  Sir,  I  had 
but  too  much  reafon  to  expect  your  majefty's  difpleafure, 
I  did  not  come  prepared  for  this  exceeding  goodnefs.  Par- 
don me,  Sir, it  overpowers,  it  opprefles  me.'     He  burft 

into  tears. 

We  are  far  from  an  attempt  to  add  any  colouring  to  fo 
exquifitely  affecting  a  picture.  We  are  indeed  far  from  be- 
ing able  to  do  juftice  to  perhaps  one  of  the  moft  pathetic 
and  elevated  fcenes  which  could  poflibly  be  difplayed,  the 
parting  of  fuch  a  prince,  and  fuch  a  minifter. 

The  next  day  a  penfion  of  three  thoufand  pounds  a  year 

was  fettled  on  Mr.  Pitt  for  three  lives,  and  at  the  fame  time 

a  title  was  conferred  upon  his  lady  and  her  iflue  ;  a  penfion 
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the  bed  beftowed,  and  a  nobility  the  mod  honourably  ac- 
quired, and  moil:  truly  merited.  Immediately  the  Gazette 
gave  notice  to  the  public  of  all  thefe  tranfactions.  The  re- 
signation made  the  firSt  article ;  the  honours  and  rewards 
the  next  ;  and  they  were  followed  by  a  letter  from  our  am- 
baffador  in  Spain,  containing  an  account  of  the  favourable 
and  pacific  language  of  that  court,  and  of  the  Strong  aflu- 
rances  they  gave  of  a  defire  to  accommodate  all  differences  in 
an  amicable  manner. 

It  mud  be  owned  that  this  manoeuvre  was  very  Skilfully 
executed.  For  it  at  once  gave  the  people  to  underfland 
the  true  motive  to  the  refignation;  the  infufficiency  of  that 
motive,  and  the  gracioufnefs  of  the  king  notwithstanding 
the  abrupt  departure  of  his  minister.  If  after  this  the  late 
minister  mould  chufe  to  enter  into  oppofition,  he  muSt  go 
into  it  loaded  and  oppreffed  with  the  imputation  of  the 
blackeit  ingratitude  :  if  on  the  other  hand  he  mould  retire 
from  bufmefs,  or  Should  concur  in  fupport  of  that  admin  if - 
tration  which  he  had  left,  becaufe  he  difapproved  its  mea- 
sures, his  acquiefcence  would  be  attributed  by  the  multitude 
to  a  bargain  for  his  forfaking  the  public,  and  that  the  title 
and  the  penfion  were  the  confiderations. 

Thefe  were  the  barriers  that  were  oppofed  againft  that 
torrent  of  popular  rage,  which  it  was  apprehended  would 
proceed  from  this  refignation.  And  the  truth  is,  they  an- 
fwecfid  their  end  perfectly  :  This  torrent  for  fome  time  was 
beaten  back,  almoft  diverted  into  an  oppofite  courfe  ;  and 
when  afterwards  it  returned  to  thofe  objects,  againft  which 
it  was  originally  directed,  and  where  it  was  moSt  dreaded, 
it  was  no  longer  that  impetuous  and  irrefiftible  tide,  which 
in  the  year  1757  had  borne  down  every  thing  before  it ;  it 
was  weakened,  divided,  and  ineffective. 

On  this  occafion  the  clamours  and  inferior  members  of 
each  party  went  lengths,  which  undoubtedly  were  neither 
authorised  nor  approved  by  their  leaders.  The  friends  of 
Mr.  Pitt  raifed  the  moft  violent  clamours  for  difplacing  a 
minifter,  whofe  meafures  had  raifed  the  nation  from  the 
moSt  abject  State,  to  the  higheSt  pinacle  of  glory.  They 
faid,  that  "  he  was  in  fact  difplaced,  when  he  was  com- 
"  pelled  to  refign,  by  not  being  Suffered  to  carry  into  ex- 
<c  ecution  thofe  meafures  which  he  knew  to  be  neceSfary  to 
u  the  honour  and  fafety  of  his  country.  That  the  check 
<(  which  this  minister  had  received,  would  moft  unfeafon- 

"  ably 
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ce  ably  revive  the  drooping  hopes  of  France,  funk  by  the 
*c  vigour  of  our  military  operations,  and  the  firmnefs  of 
ce  our  councils  under  his  administration,  and  would  mew 
*'  Spain  with  what  impunity  me  might  infult  the  honour  of 
**  the  Britifh  crown,  and  violate  the  property  of  its  fub- 
<c  jecb.  They  reckoned  up  the  difgraces  which  the  nati- 
"  on  had  fuffered  before  Mr.  Pitt  had  entered  into  the 
"  management  of  affairs,  and  the  victories  and  conquefts 
"  which  were  the  fruit  of  his  councils." 

In  confequence  ofthefe  reafonings,  addrefTes,  refolutions 
and  inftructions  were  fet  on  foot  in  the  great  corporations  ; 
and  it  was  believed  that  the  example  would  be  followed,  as 
on  a  former  occafion  of  the  fame  kind,  by  all  the  other  ci- 
ties and  boroughs  of  the  kingdom.  But  the  progrefs  of 
this  meafure,  though  commenced  with  much  alacrity,  was 
flow  and  languid  ;  a  few  only  of  the  corporations  entered 
into  it,  and  fome  even  of  thefe  few  in  a  manner  lefs  warm 
than  was  expected.  A  ftrenuous  defence  was  made  on  the 
part  of  the  remaining  minillry. 

"  Was  it  ever  heard,  faid  they,  that  a  fovereign  has 
"  been  cenfured  for  liftening  to  the  whole  body  of  his 
"  council,  in  preference  to  the  particular  opinions  or  a  fin- 
"  gle  man  ?  On  the  contrary,  this  uncontrolled  fway  of 
"  a  fingle  minifler  has  been  often  thought  dangerous,  and 
"  was  always  odious  in  our  free  conftitution ;  and  is  the 
"  more  juftly  to  be  diiliked,  as  perhaps  inconfiflent  with 
"  the  true  fpirit,  either  of  abfolute  monarchy,  or  of  limi- 
"  ted  government.  Let  the  merit  of  this  minifler  be  what 
"  it  will,  mall  his  mafier  therefore  be  forced  to  receive 
"  him  upon  any  terms  ?  Mud  his  prince,  to  gratify  his 
"  ambitious  views,  or  if  you  pleafe,  his  virtuous  intentions, 
"  difmifs  his  whole  council,  and  annihilate  his  prerogative 
"  as  a  king,  his  reafon  and  judgment  as  a  man  ?  Was  it 
(i  ever  heard  before,  that  a  counsellor  has  profeiied  with- 
"  out  any  referve  or  any  mafk,  that  became  he  could  not 
"  guide  in  government,  he  would  not  co-operate  ?  This 
(C  has  unquestionably  been  the  true  motive  for  the  conduct 
(C  of  many  miniiters,  but  never  was  the  avowed  motive 
"  until  this  occafion.  Mr.  Pitt  has  had  the  free  it  fco.pe  for 
"  the  exertion  of  his  genius ;  he  was,  perhaps,  the  only 
"  Engfifh  minifler  that  never  met  with  the  flighteft  oppo- 
"  fition  ;  he  has  had  the  treafures  and  the  for<  es  of  the  na- 
(i  tion  at  his' moil  abfolute  command;  let  him, in  his  turn, 
G  gg  2  u  dp 
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"  do  that  juftice  that  has  been  done  to  him  ;  let  him,  if 
"  the  favours  of  the  crown  conftitute  no  obligation,  be 
"  bound  at  lead  by  the  rules  of  equity  ;  and  if  he  will 
"  not  partake  in  the  conduct  of  the  prefent  moft  intricate 
"  and  difficult  bufinefs  of  administration,  let  him  not  ren- 
"  der  it  (till  more  intricate  and  more  difficult  by  his  oppo- 
"  fition  ;  and  let  him  not  fludy  to  find  a  j  unification  of 
"  his  meafures,  from  the  ill  fuccefs  of  thofe  whom  he  has 
**  left,  when  that  ill  fuccefs  will  be  owing  to  his  own  devi- 
ces." 

Thus  far  the  points  feem  to  have  been  urged  with  pro- 
priety and  weight.  A  torrent,  however,  of  low  and  illibe- 
ral abufe  was  alfo   powered  out  on  this  occafion  (a).     His 

whole 


(a)  A  Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Pitt,  to  a  Per/on  of  Emi- 
nence in  the  city. 

Dear  Sir,  London,  Oclober  17. 

FINDING,  to  my  great  furprize,  that  the  caufe  and  manner 
of  my  refigning  the  feals,  is  grofly  mifreprefented  in  the  city, 
as  well  as  that  the  moft  gracious  and  fpontaneous  marks  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  approbation  of  my  fervices-,  which  marks  followed  my  re- 
fignation,  have  been  infamoufly  traduced  as  a  bargain  for  my  for- 
faking  the  public,  I  am  under  a  neceflity  of  declaring  the  truth 
of  both  thefe  facts,  in  a  manner  which  I  am  fure  no  gentleman 
will  contradict ;  a  difference  of  opinion  with  regard  to  meafures 
to  be  taken  againft  Spain,  of  the  highell  importance  to  the  honour 
of  the  crown,  and  to  the  moft  elTential  national  interefts,  (and  this 
founded  on  what  Spain  had  already  done,  not  on  what  that  court 
may  farther  intend  to  do)  was  the  caufe  of  my  refigning  the  feals. 
Lord  Temple  and  I  fubmitted  in  writing,  and  figned  by  us,  our 
moft  humble  fentiments  to  his  majefty,  which  being  over-ruled  by 
the  united  opinion  of  all  the  reft  of  the  king's  fervants,  I  refigned 
the  feals  on  Monday  the  5th  of  this  month,  in  order  not  to  remain 
refponfible  for  meafures,  which  I  was  no  longer  allowed  to  guide. 
Moft  gracious  public  marks  of  his  majefty1  s  approbation  of  my 
fervices  followed  my  refignation :  They  are  unmerited  and  unfoli- 
cited  ;  and  I  ihall  ever  be  proud  to  have  received  them  from  the 
beft  of  fovereigns. 

I  will  now  only  add,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  have  explained  thefe 
matters  only  for  the  honour  of  truth,  not  in  any  view  to  court  re- 
turn of  confidence  from  any  man,  who  with  a  credulity,  as  weak  as 

it 
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whole  life,  public  and  private,  was  fcrutinized  with  the 
utmoft  malignity,  to  furnifh  matter  of  caluinny  againft  him. 
The  fuccefles  of  his  adminiftration  were  depreciated  ;  his 
faults  were  monftrouily  exaggerated,  and  the  rewards  and 
honours  fo  juftly  conferred  on  him  by  his  fovereign,  were 
by  every  trick  of  wit,  ridicule,  and  buffoonery,  converted 
into  matter  of  degradation  and  difgrace. 

Without  prefuming  to  take  any  part  in  a  controverfy, 
which  (however  unequally)  divided  the  royal  council,  or 
without  entering  into  the  fentiments  of  any  faction,  which 
we  have  always  fhunned,  we  may  affirm  with  truth  and 
impartiality,  that  no  man  wras  ever  better  fitted  than 
Mr.  Pitt,  to  be  the  minifter  in  a  great  and  powerful  nation, 
or  better  qualified  to  carry  that  power  and  greatnefs  to  their 
utmoft  limits.  There  was  in  all  his  defigns  a  magnitude, 
and  even  a  vaftnefs,  which  was  not  eafily  comprehended  by 
every  mind,  and  which  nothing  but  fuccefs  could  have 
made  to  appear  reafonable.  If  he  wTas  fome times  incor- 
rect, he  was  never  vulgar. 

His  power,  as  it  was  not  acquired,  fo  neither  was  it  ex- 
ercifed  in  an  ordinary  manner.  With  very  little  parliamen- 
tary, and  with  lefs  court  influence,  he  fwayed  both  at  court 
and  in  parliament  with  an  authority  unknown  before,  to 
the  belt,  fupported  minifters.  He  was  called  to  the  minif- 
try  by  the  voice  of  the  people  ;  and  what  is  more  rare,  he 
held  it  with  that  approbation  ;  and  under  him  for  the  nrir. 
time,  adminiftration  and  popularity  were  feen  united.  Un- 
der him  Great  Britain  carried  on  the  moft  important  war 
in  which  flie  ever  was  engaged,  alone  and  unaiTifted,  with 
greater  fplendour,  and  with  more  fuccefs  than  fhe  had  ever 
enjoyed  at  the  head  of  the  moft  powerful  alliances.  Alone 
this  ifland  feemed  to  ballance  the  reft  of  Europe. 

In  the  conduct  of  the  war  he  never  fuffered  the  enemy  to 

breathe, 


it  is  injurious,  has  thought  fit  haftily  to  withdraw  his  good  opini- 
on, from  one  who  ferved  his  country  with  fidelity  and  fuccefs  ; 
and  who  juftJy  reveres  the  upright  and  candid  judgment  of  it  ; 
little  folicitous  about  the  cenfures  of  the  capricious  anj  ungene- 
rous :  Accept  my  fincereft  acknowledgments  for  all  your  kind 
friendfhip,  and  believe  me  ever  with  truth  and  elleem, 


My  dear  Sir,  your  faithful  friend,  l5c. 
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breathe,  but  overwhelmed  them  with  re-iterated  blows,  and 
kept  up  the  alarm  in  every  quarter.  If  one  of  his  expedi- 
tions was  not  fo  well  calculated  or  fo  fuccefsfully  executed, 
amends  were  made  by  another,  and  by  a  third.  The  fpi- 
rit  of  the  nation  once  roufed,  was  not  fuffered  for  a  mo- 
ment to  fubfide  ;  and  the  French,  dazzled,  as  it  were,,  by 
the  multitude  and  celerity  of  his  enterprizes,  feemed  to 
have  loft  all  power  of  refinance.  In  fhort,  he  revived  the 
military  genius  of  our  people  ;  he  fupported  our  allies ;  he 
extended  our  trade  ;  he  raifedour  reputation  ;  he  augment- 
ed our  dominions ;  and  on  his  departure  from  adminiftrati- 
on,  left  the  nation  in  no  other  danger  than  that  which  ever 
muft  attend  exorbitant  power,  and  the  temptation  which 
may  be,  to  the  invidious  exertion  of  it.  Happy  it  had  been 
for  him,  for  his  fovereign,  and  his  country,  if  a  temper 
lefs  auftere,  and  a  difpofition  more  practicable,  more  com- 
pliant, and  conciliating,  had  been  joined  to  his  other  great 
virtues.  The  want  of  thefe  qualities  difabled  him  from  act- 
ing any  otherwife  than  alone  :  it  prevented  our  enjoying 
the  joint  fruit  of  the  wifdom  of  many  able  men,  who  might 
mutually  have  tempered,  and  mutually  forwarded  each 
other;  and  finally,  which  was  not  the  meaneft  lofs,  it  de- 
prived us  of  his  own  immediate  fervices. 

Thofe  who  cenfured  his  political  conduct  the  moft  fe- 
verely,  could  raife  but  few  exceptions  to  it ;  none  of  them 
fmgly  and  perhaps,  the  whole  united,  of  no  great  weight 
againft  a  perfon  long  engaged  in  fo  great  a  fcene  of  action. 

Whether  the  part,  which  under  his  adminiftration  we 
rather  continued  to  act  than  newly  took,  with  regard  to  the 
affairs  of  Germany,  be  for  the  real  intereft  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, is  a  queftion  of  the  utmoft  difficulty,  and  which  per- 
haps will  never  admit  a  fatisfactory  folution.  To  condemn 
him  on  this  head  we  muft  be  fure  of  this  folution.  It  has 
been  obferved  in  favour  of  that  contefted  meafure,  that 
France  demonftrated,  through  the  whole  progrefs  of  the 
late  treaty,  the  moft  earned:  defire,  that  we  fliould  abandon 
the  German  connection  ;  no  trifling  argument,  that  our 
enemy  did  not  look  upon  it  to  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  our 
interefts.  If  he  has  carried  on  that  war  at  a  vaft  expence, 
a  prodigious  ftand  has  been  made  againft  the  entire  power 
of  France  ;  had  lefs  been  expended,  the  whole  expence 
might  have  been  loft.  How  far  this  part  of  his  conduct  was 
agreeable  to  his  former  declarations,  is  a  difcufllon  which 

can 
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can  avail  but  little.  Ke  found  the  nation  engaged  in  thefe 
affairs ;  it  was  more  eafy  to  puffi  them  forward,  than  to 
extricate  himfelf  from  them  ;  as  he  proceeded,  he  difco- 
vered  by  experience  the  advantages  of  that  plan  of  action, 
and  his  opinion  was  changed. 

But  even  admitting,  that,  to  attain  the  ends  of  oppofiti- 
on,  he  had  once  fallen  upon  popular  topics,  which  even 
then  he  knew  were  not  tenable,  it  can  form  but  a  very  fmall 
blemifh  in  a  public  character,  however  wrong  it  may  be  by 
application  to  the  ftriQ:  rules  of  morality.  Ill  would  it  fare 
with  ftatefmen  if  this  fort  of  confiflency  were  to  be  expect- 
ed from  the  mod  confident  of  them. 

With  regard  to  the  penfion  and  title,  it  is  a  fhame  that 
any  defence  mould  be  neceflary.  What  eye  cannot  diftin- 
guifn,  at  the  firft  glance,  the  difference  between  this  and 
the  exceptionable  cafe  of  titles  and  penfions?  What  Briton, 
with  the  fmallefl  fenfe  of  honour  and  gratitude,  but  mull 
blufti  for  his  country,  if  fuch  a  man  retired  unrewarded 
from  the  public  fervice,  let  the  motives  to  that  retirement 
be  what  they  would  ?  It  was  not  poffible  that  his  fovereign 
could  let  his  eminent  fervices  pafs  unrequited  ;  the  fum  that 
was  given  was  undoubtedly  inadequate  to  his  merits  ;  and 
the  quantum  was  rather  regulated  by  the  moderation  of  the 
great  mind  that  received  it,  than  by  the  liberality  of  that 
which  bellowed  it. 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  Pitt  when  the  parliament  met,  in 
which  he  made  his  own  juftification,  without  impeaching 
the  conduct  of  any  of  his  colleagues,  or  taking  one  meafure 
that  might  feem  to  arife  from  difguft  or  oppofiticn,  has  fet 
a  feat* upon  his  character. 

LordEgremont  was  appointed  to  fucceed  him  as  Secreta- 
ry for  the  fouthern  department. 

C  H  A  P.     IX. 

Difpute  with  Spain.  Reprefentation  of  the  earl  of  Briflol. 
Difpojition  of  the  court  of  Madrid.  Treaty  between 
France  and  Spain.  England  defires  a  communication. 
Court  oj  Spain  refufes.  The  minijiers  mutually  with" 
draw.     A  rupture. 

THE  unfortunate  intervention  of  Spain  in  the  late  ne- 
gotiation, railed  fo  many  difficulties,  and  created  fo 

much 
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much  mifchief  both  abroad  and  at  home,  that  it  becomes 
an  aera  in  this  hiftory,  and  it  is  neceffary  we  mould  purfue 
that  object  from  the  point  at  which  we  left  it,  to  its  final 
and  fatal  determination. 

The  anfwer  which  had  been  received  from  the  Spanim 
minifter  in  London  was  far  from  being  fatisfa&ory  to  our 
court.  Orders  were  immediately  given  to  the  earl  of  Brif- 
tol,  our  ambafiador  in  Spain,  to  remonflrate  with  energy 
and  firmnefs  on  fo  extraordinary  a  proceeding;  to  adhere 
to  the  negative  put  upon  the  Spanim  pretentions  to  fifh  at 
Newfoundland ;  to  reft  the  article  of  difputed  captures,  on 
the  juftice  of  our  tribunals  ;  to  continue  the  former  profef- 
fions  of  our  defire  of  an  amicable  adjuftment  of  the  log- 
wood difpute  ;  and  of  our  willingnefs  to  caufe  the  fettle- 
ments  on  'the  coaft  of  Honduras  to  be  evacuated,  as  foon 
as  ever  his  Catholick  majefty  mould  fuggeft  a  method  for 
our  enjoyment  of  that  traffic  to  which  we  had  a  right  by 
treaty,  and  which  was  further  confirmed  to  us  by  repeated 
promifes  from  that  court. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  earl  of  Briftol  was  authorifed 
to  proceed  with  that  fpirit,  which  the  offended  dignity  of 
our  court  required,  and  to  bring  Spain  to  a  categorical  and 
fatisfa&ory  declaration,  concerning  her  final  intentions  ; 
yet  if  he  perceived  on  her  part  any  intention  to  difavow  or 
even  to  explain  away  this  offenfive  tranfaction,  he  was  rea- 
dily to  accept  it,  and  to  afford  to  that  court  as  handfome  a 
retreat  as  poffible.  The  letter  which  conveyed  thefe  in- 
ftructions  was  written  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  dated  on  the  28th  of 
July,  a  few  days  after  the  fatal  memorial  had  been  delivered 
by  Mr.  Buffy. 

The  earl  of  Briftol  punctually  obeyed  thofe  orders.  He 
found  General  Wall,  the  Spanim  minifter,  much  in  cold 
blood,  and  in  very  equivocal  difpofitions.  He  heard  with 
great  patience  the  proper  and  energetic  reprefentation  that 
had  been  very  ably  made  by  the  earl  of  Briftol.  He  ap- 
plauded the  king  of  Great  Britain's  magnanimity  in  not 
fuffering  France  as  a  tribunal,  to  be  appealed  to  in  his  dif- 
putes  with  Spain  ;  and  declared,  that  in  the  proportion 
which  had  been  made  with  the  confent  of  his  court,  things 
were  not  confidered  in  that  light ;  afked  whether  it  could 
be  imagined  in  England,  that  the  Catholick  king  was  feek- 
ing  to  provoke  us  in  our  prefent  moft  flourifhing  and  moil 
exalted  fituation,  and  after  fuch  a  feries  of  profperous  events 

1  as 


1761.  ¥be  History  of  the  War.  425 

as  no  Tingle  nation  had  ever  met  with  ?  He  valued,  and 
reciprocally  returned,  our  frequent  profeiTions  of  friendfhip 
and  our  defire  of  amicable  adjuitment.  But  thefe  favoura- 
ble demonflrations  were  accompanied  with  fome  circum- 
flances,  that  had  a  very  menacing  appearance.  For,  in 
the  firfl  place,  he  declared,  that  at  that  time  the  utmofr. 
harmony  fubfifled  between  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain  ; 
that  in  confequence  of  their  perfect  agreement,  there  was  a 
mutual  unreferved  communication  of  every  flep  taken  in 
their  feveral  negotiations  with  England  ;  that  France  had 
even  offered  to  affifl  Spain,  in  cafe  the  difcufTions  fhe  had 
with  us  mould  grow  into  a  rupture  ;  and  that  this  offer  was 
confidered  in  a  friendly  light.  Such  an  intimate  union  of 
a  third  power  with  one  of  the  parties  at  war,  forebodes  no 
long  duration  to  its  friendfhip,  or  even  to  its  neutrality 
with  the  other.  If  Spain  juftified  the  proceedings  of  France, 
and  owned  herfelf  concerned  in  them,  it  was  but  one,  and 
that  a  fnort,  flep,  to  a  junction  with  her. 

As  to  the  three  matters  in  difpute,  the  Spanifh.  minifler 
refolutely  adhered  to  them  all ;  and  as  to  the  lafl  (that  of 
the  logwood)  he  obferved,  that  Great  Britain  had  offered 
them  nothing,  but  what  they  had  long  fince  been  tired  of, 
treaty  and  negotiation ;  that  this  matter  had  been  already 
fully  difcuffed  ;  and  that  on  this  head  Spain  had  given  the 
moll:  convincing  proofs  of  her  defire  to  be  on  the  befl  terms 
with  England  ;  for  in  the  beginning  of  this  war,  before 
England  had  grown  terrible  by  her  fuccefles,  when  their 
American  governors  had  endeavoured  to  diflodge  the  En- 
glifh  from  fome  new  eflablifhments  on  the  coafl  of  Hondu- 
ras, they  had,  at  the  complaint  of  our  court,  in  order  to 
take  away  all  caufe  of  miftrufl,  ordered  the  governors  to 
defifl  from  fo  justifiable  an  enterprize.  That  on  the  offer 
of  England  on  this  occafion  to  fettle  matters  in  an  amicable 
manner,  they  chearfully  agreed  to  that  method.  But  that 
fix  years  had  elapfed  without  their  receiving  the  leaf!  fatisfac- 
tion.  They  even  alledged  that  the  Englifh  encroachments 
on  their  coafls  in  that  time  increafed. 

In  this  manner  the  Spaniards  vindicated  the  form  and  the 
matter  of  their  proceeding:  they  fhewed  no  fort  of  difpofi= 
tion  to  relax  from  their  claims ;  but  at  the  fame  time  they 
no  longer  infifled  on  blending  together  the  feveral  difcum- 
ons  ;  and  they  profelfed  in  general,  though  not  in  very  warm 
terms,  a  defire  of  continuing  in  amity  with  us.  With  re- 
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gard  to  the  matter  in  difpute,  the  pretenfions  of  both  pow- 
ers-flood  in  this  poflure  throughout  this  whole  difcufTon  ; 
except  that  they  were  urged  with  more  or  lefs  afperity,  ac- 
cording to  the  fluctuating  difpofition  of  the  court  of  Spain, 
which  feemed  to  reft  upon  no  fure  and  fettled  principles. 
There  were  probably  two  factions  in  her  councils,  who  as 
they  alternately  prevailed, changed  the  language  and  counte- 
nance of  the  Spanifh  minifler.  However,  for  fome  time  the 
afpect  of  things  continued  on  the  whole  to  be  rather  fa- 
vourable ;  and  even  an  exprefs  declaration  was  at  length 
made,  that  Spain  had  been,  at  no  time,  more  intent  on 
cultivating  a  good  correfpondence  with  us.  But  flill  the 
French  interefl  filently  gained  ground  at  Madrid  ;  the  con- 
fidental  communications  of  that  court  with  Spain  ;  her  af- 
fected moderation  in  the  treaty  ;  the  dangerous  greatnefs  of 
England :  the  common  interefl  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
every  part  of  which  muft  fuffer,  both  in  its  dignity  and  fafe- 
ty,  by  allowing  the  principal  of  its  branches  to  be  pruned 
to  the  quick :  thefe  points  were  urged  with  continual  foilici- 
tation;  and  they  afiured  the  Spaniards  that  even  thefigning 
an  alliance  between  the  fovereigns  of  the  two  nations,  would 
intimidate  England,  already  exhaufted  by  the  war,  and  ap- 
preheniive  of  lofing  the  valuable  commerce  fhe  carried  on 
with  Spain. 

Thefe  arguments  and  fuggeflions  at  length  prevailed, 
and  a  treaty  was  figned  between  the  two  courts,  the  pur- 
pofe  of  which  was  to  preferve  from  oppreflion,  and  to 
maintain  the  interefls  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  This  al- 
liance was  of  a  nature  the  more  dangerous,  as  it  turned  up- 
on family  not  national  interefl,  and  becaufe  not  dating  ex- 
actly its  objects,  it  might  be  made  juft  of  what  extent  they 
pleafed.  We  make  no  mention  of  any  other  treaty  than 
this,  of  itfelf  fufficiently  alarming,  becaufe  whatever  fuf- 
picions  may  be  entertained,  there  is  no  certainty  that  any 
other  has  been  concluded  between  thofe  powers. 

France  had  obtained  in  this  treaty  almoft  all  that  me 
aimed  at ;  by  it  fhe  entered  into  the  clofeft  connection  with 
Spain;  this  connection  did  not  indeed  feem  directly  ofne- 
ceflity  to  conclude  a  breach  with  England  ;  it  led  to  it  how- 
ever, almoll  inevitably.  At  firft  the  whole  tranfaction  was 
kept  a  profound  fecret  ;  the  inferiority  of  the  marine  of 
Spain,  and  theprecarioufnefs  of  their  fupplies  from  America, 
in  cafe  they  came  to  a  prefent  rupture  with  England,  obliged 
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them  to  this  temporary  referve.  France  took  care  that  this 
treaty  mould  not  tranfpire  until  the  negotiation  was  broken 
off";  and  Spain,  whilft  me  was  under  thefe  app rehenfions, 
exhibited  thofe  occafional  proofs  of  a  pacific  difpofition, 
which  we  have  juft  now  feen.  But  as  foon  as  France  had 
loft  all  hopes  of  concluding  the  negotiation  in  the  manner 
me  had  wifhed,  and  had  failed  in  the  ufe  me  made  of 
the  intervention  of  the  claims  of  Spain,  me  circulated  with 
great  induftry  a  report,  that  Spain  would  immediately  de- 
clare againft  Great  Britain,  in  confequence  of  a  treaty  lately 
concluded  among  the  Bourbon  courts. 

England  found  that  thofe  boafts  of  the  French  were  too 
confidently  made,  and  too  generally  believed,  to  be  altoge- 
ther without  foundation.  In  confequence  of  thefe  appre- 
henfions,  orders  were  fent  to  Spain,  to  demand  in  the  moff. 
moderate  terms,  but  in  a  manner  not  to  be  evaded,  a  com- 
munication of  this  treaty,  or  at  leaft  a  difavowal  that  it  con- 
tained any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  Great  Britain.  But 
before  thefe  orders  could  reach  Spain,  lord  Briftol  had  him- 
felf  received  intelligence  of  the  treaty,  and  of  the  hopes, 
which  the  French  made  no  fecret  of  their  deriving  from 
that  fource.  He  therefore  thought  himfelf  under  a  neceflity 
of  defiring  fatisfaction  from  the  Spanifh  fecretary  of  ftate 
concerning  it. 

Upon  this  application  there  appeared  on  a  fudden  fuch  a 
change  in  the  countenance,  language,  and  fentiments  of 
that  minifter,  as  indicated  but  too  fully  the  juftnefs  of  the 
fufpicions  that  were  entertained.  The  Spanifh  flota  was 
now  fafely  arrived  with  a  very  rich  cargo  ;  the  French  arms 
had  made  a  confiderable  progrefs  in  the  king's  electoral  do- 
minions ;  the  fuccefs  of  the  Imperial  arms  was  no  lefs  ftrik- 
ing  ;  the  reafons  for  their  former  fhew  of  moderation  no 
longer  exifted.  They  therefore  gave  a  loofe  to  thofe  move- 
ments which  they  had  hitherto  concealed.  M.  Wall,  evad- 
ing a  direct  anfwer,  entered  into  a  long  and  bitter  com- 
plaint, not  only  of  the  treatment  which  Spain  had  received 
from  us,  but  of  the  haughtinefs  of  our  late  proceedings  with 
France  ;  that  it  was  time  for  them  to  open  their  eves,  and 
not  to  fuffer  a  neighbour,  an  ally,  a  relation,  and  a  friend, 
any  longer  to  run  the  rifqne  of  receiving  fuch  rigid  laws  as 
were  prescribed  by  an  infuiting  conqueror  ;  that  we  were 
intoxicated  with  our  fuccelTes  ;  and  a  continued  feries  of 
victories  had  elated  us  fo  far,  as  to  make  us  rejc£t  the  rea- 
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ibnable  conceflions  offered  by  France.  This  refufal  made  it 
evident,  that  our  defign  in  ruining  the  French  power,  was 
the  more  eafily  to  crufh  Spain ;  that  we  propofed  entirely 
to  chafe  the  French  from  all  their  colonies  in  America,  to 
have  the  eafier  tafk  in  feizing  on  the  Spanifh  dominions  in 
thofe  parts,  thereby  to  fatisfy  to  the  utmoft  our  ambition, 
and  to  gratify  our  boundlefs  third  of  conqueft  ;  therefore 
he  would  himfelf  be  the  man  to  advife  the  king  of  Spain, 
that  fince  his  dominions  were  to  be  overwhelmed,  at  leaft 
that  they  fhould  be  feized  with  arms  in  his  fubje&s  hands, 
and  not  to  continue  the  pafllve  victim  he  had  hitherto  ap- 
peared in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

The  Englifh  ambaflador,  though  aflonifhed  at  fo  extraor- 
dinary a  change  of  Itile,  replied  with  coolnefs  to  the  invec- 
tives, and  with  flrmnefs  to  the  menaces  of  the  Spanifh  mi- 
nifter ;  he  obviated  the  objections  which  had  been  made, 
and  fupported  our  pretenfions ;  after  anfwering  in  the  beft 
manner  to  what  M.  Wall  had  urged,  he  returned  to  his 
firft  demand,  an  explanation  concerning  the  treaty  :  as  often 
as  a  direct  anfwer  was  evaded,  the  fame  queftion  was  again 
put.;  and  at  length  the  only  reply  was,  that  the  king  of 
Spain  had  thought  proper  to  renew  bis  family  compafl  ;  and 
then  Mr.  Wall,  as  if  he  had  gone  farther  than  he  was  au- 
thorifed,  fuddenly  turned  the  difcourfe,  and  no  farther  fatif- 
fa&ion  could  be  obtained. 

This  revolution  in  the  appearances  of  things  in  Spain, 
was  too  interefting  not  to  be  immediately  communicated. 
Our  miniflry  faw  evidently,  that  the  moderation  they  had 
hitherto  difplayed,  might  be  attributed  to  fear,  and  that  the 
language  of  the  court  of  Spain  would  permit  no  doubt  of 
their  hoftile  intentions.  Orders  were  therefore  given  to 
the  earl  of  Briftol,  conformable  to  the  dignity  of  the  nation, 
and  the  juftice  of  our  claim.  He  was  ordered  to  renew  his 
inflances  concerning  the  treaty  ;  to  demand  an  explanation 
with  a  proper  firmnefs,  but  without  the  mixture  of  any 
thing  which  might  irritate ;  and  to  fignify,  that  a  peremp- 
tory refufal  to  communicate  the  treaty,  or  to  difavow  an 
intention  to  take  part  with  our  enemies,  would  be  confider- 
ed  as  an  aggrefTion  on  the  part  of  Spain,  and  an  abfolute  de- 
claration of  war. 

Things  were  now  brought  to  a  fingle  and  precife  point. 
The  demand  was  made  in  the  terms  of  the  order.      Then 
it  was  that  the  pride  of  Spain  entirely  threw  off  the  remain- 
der 
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der  of  that  mafic,  which  her  policy  had  perfuaded  her  to 

aflume  ;  the  fecretary,  M.  Wall,  replied,  "  That 

<c  the  fpirit  of  haughtinefs  and  of  difcord,  which  Dec.  10. 

f*  dictated  this  inconfiderable  ftep,  and  which  fcr 

"  the  misfortune  of  mankind  ftill  reigns  fo  much  in  the 

"  Britifh  government,  is  what  has  made  the  declaration  of 

"  war,  and  attacked  the  king's  dignity  ;  and  that  the  Earl 

"  of  Briftol  might  return  when  and  in  what  manner  was 

"  convenient  to  him." 

The  Earl  of  Briftol  parted  from  Madrid  the  1  7th  of  De- 
cember ;  and  thus  was  brought  on  a  rupture  which  has 
prodigiouily  extended  the  operations,  and  confequently  the 
miferies  of  war,  and  threatens  to  protect  them  to  a  very 
long  duration.  Europe  unfortunately  found  herfelf  plunged 
into  the  gulph  of  a  new  war,  at  the  time  fhe  hoped  to 
emerge  from  the  old  one,  and  by  the  very  means  which 
were  ufed  to  draw  her  out  of  it.  A  point  of  honour  alone 
feemed  to  have  been  the  laft  and  immediate  caufe  of  the 
breach  ;  but  whoever  has  diligently  attended  to  the  Spanifh 
affairs  from  the  memorial  prefented  by  BufTy  to  the  final 
anfwer  delivered  by  Wall,  will  fee  that  the  motives  were, 
however  ill  underftood,  of  a  much  more  ferious  and  impor- 
tant nature. 

As  the  two  powers  had  now  come  to  extremities,  and  the 
Englifh  ambaffador  had  departed  from  Madrid,  the  Spanifh 
minifter  alfo  quitted  London  ;  but  before  his  departure  he 
left  a  paper,  in  the  nature  of  a  manifefto,  of  very  little  im- 
portance in  point  of  argument,  but  filled  with  invectives 
charging  the  war  on  the  haughtinefs  of  the  late  Englifh 
minifter,  and  on  the  little  refpecl:  with  which  his  court  had 
been  treated,  both  during  the  adminiftration  of  that  minifter 
and  fmce  his  refignation.  That  had  the  purport  of  the 
treaty  been  defired  in  a  manner  lefs  offenfive  to  the  dignity 
of  his  mafter,  it  might  as  eafily  have  been  obtained,  as  it 
could  have  been  juftified  ;  for  the  treaty,  which  was  believ- 
ed to  have  been  figned  on  the  15th  of  Auguft,  contained 
only  a  reciprocal  guaranty  of  the  dominions  of  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  but  with  this  particular 
reftri6tion,  that  it  fhould  only  extend  to  the  dominions 
which  fhall  remain  to  France  after  the  prefent  war. 

It  muft  be  remarked  that,  this  paper,  whilft  it  pretends 
to  fet  forth  the  purport  of  a  treaty  dated  the  15  th  of  Auguft 
does  not  deny  the  exiftence  of  any  other   treaty,  which 

might 
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might  more  offenfively  concern  the  interefl  of  Great  Britain. 
It  was  however  anfwered  in  every  article  with  the  utmoft 
moderation,  perfpicuity  and  force,  in  a  memorial  of  lord 
Egremont.  Here  we  clofe  the  Spanifh  tranfaction ;  as  this 
is  the  whole  of  what  belongs  properly  to  the  year  we  treat 
of.  All  that  remains  for  us  to  do,  is  to  touch  upon  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Eaft  Indies  and  America. 

CHAP.     X. 

Blockade  of  Pondicherry.  Dif  re fs  of  the  French.  Fleet  dif 
perfed  in  a  form.  Fleet  returns.  Town  furrenders. 
Mabie  taken.  Enterprifes  of  Mr.  Law.  Mogul's  army 
defeated  by  Major  Carnac.  Nabob  of  Bengal  depofed. 
Coafl  of  Sumatra  ravaged  by  the  count  d'Efaing.  Domi- 
nica taken  by  lord  Rollo  and  Sir  fames  Douglas. 

AFTER  the  defeat  of  the  French  near  Wandewafh, 
the  taking  of  the  city  of  Arcot,  and  the  reduction  of 
the  fortrefles  of  Chitteput  and  Carrical,  Pondicherry  was 
the  only  fpace  of  confequence  which  remained  to  our  ene- 
mies in  India.  This  town,  beautifully  built,  ftrongly  forti- 
fied, and  four  leagues  in  circuit,  feemed  rather  the  capital 
of  a  kingdom,  than  a  trading  eftablifhment.  It  is  fituated 
on  the  coafl:  of  Malabar,  about  forty  miles  from  our  fettle- 
ment  at  Madrafs,  which  in  the  days  of  its  profperity  it  ri- 
valled, if  not  exceeded  in  trade,  opulence  and  fplendor  ;  and 
it  ftill  remained  the  depofitory  of  whatever  wealth  was  left 
to  the  French,  after  the  reverfe  of  their  fortune  in  war. 

As  foon  as  the  fortrefles  adjacent  to  this  important  place 
had  been  reduced,  and  the  inland  country  brought  perfectly 
to  our  interefts  by  the  total  expulfion  of  the  French,  the 
blockade  of  Pondicherry  was  commenced  by  the  land  forces 
under  colonel  Coote,  and  the  marine  under  admiral  Stevens. 
A  regular  fiege  was  at  that  time  impracticable  on  account 
of  the  periodical  rains,  which  were  daily  expected  ;  and 
even  under  more  favourable  circumftances  it  would  have 
proved  a  tafk  of  infinite  difficulty  to  attempt  any  army  that 
could  be  fupported  in  India,  the  taking  of  a  place  fo  ftrongly 
fortified,  defended  by  a  good  garrifon,  and  by  an  officer  able 
and  refolute,  and  whofe  pride  and  obftinacy,  fo  prejudicial 
on  all  other  occafions,  would  have  made  him,  as  in  effect 
they  did  make  him,  perfevere  to  the  very  laft  moment,  in 
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the  defence  of  the  laft  ftake,  which  the  French  had  left  in 
India. 

The  blockade  being  therefore  chofen  as  the  mod  eligible 
for  the  time,  was  continued  with  the  beft  difpofitions,  and 
the  moil:  extraordinary  patience  on  both  fides,  for  full  feven 
months.  In  this  time  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  fuffered 
forely  by  famine.  Col.  Coote,  in  order  to  augment  their 
diftrefs,  erected  batteries  at  a  diftance,  not  with  a  view  of 
ruining  the  walls,  but  to  harrafs  the  enemy  by  an  encreafe 
of  garrifon  duty. 

At  length  when  the  weather  appeared  fettled,  four  batte- 
ries were  raifed  at  fome  diftance  to  enfilade  the  ftreets  of 
Pondicherry,  whilft  others  were  advanced  nearer  in  order 
to  play  upon  the  works.  Thefe  operations,  though  the  fiege 
was  not  yet  formally  undertaken,  commenced  on  the  26th 
of  November,  1  760,  but  as  the  feafon  of  the  rains  and  winds 
was  not  yet  quite  over,  much  was  fuffered  from  dorms, 
which  ruined  the  batteries  and  approaches.  They  were 
however  always  repaired  with  the  utmoft  alacrity  and  fpeed, 
and  the  fiege  fuffered  no  intermiffion.  So  that  the  befieged, 
who  eagerly  expected  the  arrival  of  their  fleet  to  their  relief, 
were  reduced  to  the  moft  extreme  diftrefs.  They  lived  on 
camels,  elephants,  dogs,  and  cats.  The  extreme  fcarcity 
and  dearnefs  even  of  this  wretched  provifion,  increafed  their 
rnifery.  Sixteen  roupies  (half  crowns)  had  been  paid  for 
the  flefh  of  a  dog. 

In  the  midft  of  this  diftrefs  their  hopes  were  fuddenly  re- 
vived, and  thofe  of  the  befiegers,  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
grefs  they  had  made,  almoft  totally  depreffed.  On  the  firft 
of  January  1761,  one  of  thofe  terrible  ftorms,  fo  frequent 
in  the  Indian  fea,  and  fo  ruinous,  drove  the  Englifh  fquadron 
from  before  Pondicherry.  Two  fhips  of  the  line  were 
wrecked,  and  their  crews,  with  the  exception  of  two  or 
three  men,  entirely  perifhed.  Two  ethers  of  the  fame  clafs 
were  driven  afhore,  and  beat  to  pieces.  The  men  fortu- 
nately elcaped.  The  real  damage  which  our  fleet  fuftained 
on  this  occafion,  together  with  the  idea  of  a  far  greater, 
fuggefted  by  their  own  defires,  and  juftified  by  the  violence 
of  the  ftorm,  elevated  to  the  higheft  pitch  the  fpirits  of  the 
garrifon,  funk  by  difeafe,  famine,  fatigue,  and  an  uninter- 
rupted train  of  adverfe  fortune.  General  Lally  feeing  the 
port  clear,  fent  an  exprefs  without  delay  to  the  French 
agent  in  the  neighbouring  neutral  fettlements,  that  this  was 
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the  time  to  throw  in  fuccours ;  he  feemed  fanguine  and  full 
of  vigour.  The  letter,  which  was  intercepted,  is  printed 
below  (a),  as  it  may  tend  to  furnifh  fome  idea  of  the  cha- 
racter of  this  fingular  man. 

But  admiral  Stevens,  and  thole  who  commanded  under 
him,  exerting  themfelves  with  unparalleled  diligence  and  ce- 
lerity, appeared  again  before  Pondicherry  in  lefs  than  four 
days  after  the  ftorm,  with  eleven  mips  of  the  line  and  one 
frigate,  and  the  blockade  was  as  compleat  as  ever.  No  fuc- 
cours had  been  thrown  in,  and  admiral  Stevens  in  order  to 
prevent  the  ill  impreffion  which  the  late  difafler  might  have 
occafioned,  fent  a  meflage  to  the  neighbouring  Dutch  and 
Danifh  fettlements,  of  the  good  condition  and  ftrength  of 
the  remainder  of  his  fleet,  and  affined  them  he  would  make 
prize  of  fuch  veffels  as  he  found  infringing  the  neutrality  by 
attempting  to  fupply  the  enemy. 

Notwithstanding  this  mortifying  difappointment,  M. 
Lally  made  no  propofal  to  furrender.  The  fiege  was  carried 
on  with  redoubled  alacrity  ;  and  at  length  a  large  battery 
being  advanced  within  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the 
rampart,  a  breach  being  effected,   and  not  more  than  one 
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(a)  Tranflation  of  an  intercepted  letter  from  general  Lally,  to  M. 
Raymond,  the  French  refident  at  Pullicat,  dated  Pondicherry, 
the  zd  of  January   1761. 

Mr.  Raymond, 

THE  Englijlj  fquadron  is  no  more,  Sir ;  out  of  the  twelve 
fhips  they  had  in  our  road,  kven  are  loft,  crews  and  all ; 
the  four  others  difmafted  ;  and  it  appears  there  is  no  more  than 
one  frigate  that  has  efcaped  ;  therefore  don't  lofe  an  inftant  to 
fend  us  chelingoes  upon  chelingoes  loaded  with  rice  ;  the  Dutch 
have  nothing  to  fear  now ;  befides  (according  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions) they  are  only  to  fend  us  no  provifions  themfelves,  and  we 
are  no  more  blocked  up  by  fea. 

The  faving  of  Pondicherry  has  been  in  your  power  once  alrea- 
dy ;  if  you  mifs  the  prefent  opportunity,  it  will  be  entirely  your 
fault ;  do  not  forget  alfo  fome  fmall  chelingoes  :  offer  great  re- 
wards :  I  expect  feventeen  thoufand  Morattoes  within  thefe  four 
days.  In  fhort,  rifcue  all,  attempt  all,  force  all,  and  fend  us  fome 
rice,  fhould-it  be  but  half  a  garfe  at  a  time. 

Signed,    LALLY. 
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day's  provifion  of  any  kind  remaining,  a  fignal  was  made  for 
a  ceffation  of  arms  ;  the  principal  of  the  Jefuits,  together 
with  two  Civilians  came  out,  and  offered  terms  of  capi- 
tulation. The  governor  preferring  all  his  haughtinefs, 
which  neither  his  errors  nor  misfortunes  could  in 
the  leaft  abate,  declined  to  offer  any  terms ;  he  Jan.  15. 
fent  out  a  paper  full  of  invectives  againft  the  En- 
glifh,  for  the  breach  of  treaties  relative  to  India  ;  he  alledged 
that  thofe  breaches  difqualified  him  from  prppofing  any 
terms  ;  and  in  confequence  he  rather  fuffered  our  troops  to 
take  pofieffion  of  the  place,  than  formally  furrcnder  it.  As 
the  governor  refufed  to  capitulate,  the  propofal  of  the  in- 
habitants was  little  regarded,  and  the  city  of  Pondicherry, 
with  a  garrifon  of  about  fourteen  hundred  European  fol- 
diers,  a  vafl  quantity  of  military  (lores,  and  great  riches ; 
was  given  up  at  difcretion  to  our  victorious  arms. 

Nothing  can  be  faid  too  highly  of  the  conduft,  perfeve- 
rance,  and  unanimity  of  the  land  and  fea  fervices  during  a 
tedious  fiege  and  blockade  of  eight  months,  in  a  climate  fo 
unfavourable  to  all  military  operations.  Colonel  Coote  gave 
the  final  blow  to  the  French  power  in  India ;  he  was  now 
indifputed  matter  of  the  rich  coafl  of  Coromandel ;  the 
French  power  was  wholly  extirpated ;  the  neutral  nations 
were  contemptible ;  the  princes  of  the  country  confidered 
us  with  an  aweful  regard,  and  nothing  but  a  little  French 
fettlement  on  the  coafl:  of  Malabar,  called  Mahie,  (and 
which  was  foon  after  reduced)  oppofed  our  commanding  the 
whole  trade  of  that  vafl:  peninfula  of  India  from  the  Ganges 
to  the  Indies,  the  moft  extenfive  and  profitable  fphere  of 
commerce  in  the  world. 

Whilil  every  thing  was  giving  way  to  our  arms  in  the 
fouthern  parts  of  this  peninfula,  the  affairs  of  France,  which 
in  Bengal  had  been  to  all  appearance  totally  fuppreffed,  rofe 
up  again  for  a  moment  from  a  quarter,  and  in  a  manner, 
which  was  little  expected.  After  the  taking  of  Chandena- 
gore  by  admiral  Watfon  in  the  year  1 75  7,  Mr.  Law,  (ne- 
phew to  that  Law  who  had  made  himfelf  fo  well  known  by 
the  MifTifippi  fcheme)  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  party  of 
French  fugitives,  which  was  augmented  from  time  to  time 
to  about  two  hundred  men.  With  this  fmall  party  he 
threw  himfelf  into  the  heart  of  the  country,  and  joining 
himfelf  fometimes  to  one,  fometimes  to  another  of  the  na- 
tive princes,  as  his  intereft  led  him  ;  he  rendered  himfelf 
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confiderable  by  feveral  ftriking  fervices,  and  fupported  the 
credit  of  his  little  corps  with  a  very  high  reputation. 

The  Great  Mogul  having  fome  time  fince  been  depofed 
by  an  irruption  of  the  Marrattas,  and  dying  foon  after,  one 
of  his  fons,  Sha  Zaddah,  afiumed  the  title,  and  was  fup- 
ported by  fome  of  the  provinces  of  that  extenfive  and  dif- 
united  empire ;  he  was  oppofed  by  others ;  and  though  he 
was  at  the  head  of  a  royal  army  of  his  native  fubje&s, 
fuch  is  the  ftate  of  the  military  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
that  he  confidered  an  handful  of  European  fugitives,  as  an 
acquifition  of  the  greateft  importance,  and  fuch  as  might 
turn  the  ballance  againft  any  weight  of  Indians,  which 
might  be  thrown  into  the  oppofite  fcale,  In  fact,  it  was  to 
Mr.  Law  he  attributed  the  reduction  of  feveral  confiderable 
provinces  to  his  obedience. 

Elated  with  thefe  fuccefles,  Law  perfuaded  him  to  turn 
his  arms  againft  Bengal,  which  had  not  acknowledged  him  ; 
It  was  a  rich  and  flourifhing  country,  and  the  pofTeffion  of 
it,  would  undoubtedly  contribute  more  than  all  the  reft  to 
fet  him  on  the  throne  of  the  Moguls.  Here,  unfortunately 
for  him  the  evil  genius  of  Law  impelled  him  to  encounter 
again  with  thofe  arms,  by  which  the  intereft  of  his-  country 
had  been  before  ruined  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  which 
indeed  were  thofe  only,  from  which  he  had  a  great  deal  to 
fear.  Sha  Zaddah  entered  the  kingdom  of  Bengal  at  the 
head  of  an  army  of  80,000  Indians  and  fomething  more 
than  200  French. 

The  French  fupport  was  more  prejudicial  to  his  title  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Englifh,  than  any  other  objection,  and  as 
they  were  now  become  the  arbiters  of  crowns  in  the  Eaft, 
they  joined  the  Nabob  of  Bengal  to  oppofe  his  progrefs. 
About  20,000  blacks  fupported  by  500  Englifh  foldiers, 
formed  the  army  againft  him.  A  major  (major  Carnac) 
commanded  that  body,  which  engaged,  and  totally  routed 
an  army  of  fourfcore  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  the 
Mogul  in  perfon.  That  prince  was  taken  prifoner  ;  Mr. 
Law  was  aifo  taken,  and  the  party  of  French  adventurers 
difperfed  for  ever.  It  is  not  yet  known  with  certainty,  in 
what  manner  they  mean  to  difpofe  of  their  captive  monarch. 
It  was  fome  heightening  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  this  great 
event,  that  it  happened  on  the  fame  day  in  which  the  French 
agreed  to  the  furrender  of  Pondicherry. 

A  little  before  this,  Jaffier  Ali  Cawn,   the  Nabob  who, 
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in  1757,  had  been  placed  in  that  dignity  by  general  Give, 
notwithstanding  the  terrifying  example  of  his  predeceflbr, 
by  his  weaknefs  and  mifgovernment,  drew  on  himfelf  the 
hatred  of  his  fubjects,  and  loft  the  protection  of  the  Englifh. 
But  as  his  ambition  was  the  feebieft  of  his  paftions,  he  con- 
fented  quietly  to  quit  the  throne.  The  revolution  was  ef- 
fected without  bloodfhed,  his  fcn-in-law  was  appointed  in 
his  room ;  and  as  the  whole  tranfaction  was  with  the  con- 
fent  and  co-operation  of  the  Engiifti  governor  Vanfittart, 
the  old  privileges  of  the  company  were  confirmed,  and  new 
were  acquired :  the  Englifh  in  Bengal  were  become  necefTary 
to  the  government  of  that  country,  and  every  change  pro- 
duced fomething  to  their  advantage. 

It  is.  certain,  that  the  period  of  this  war  in  the  Eaft  In- 
died,  has  been  marked  by  as  many  ftriking  events,  uncom- 
mon circumftances,  and  fingular  reverfes  of  fortune,  as  any 
that  have  happened  from  the  time  of  our  knowledge  of  this 
part,  of  the  world. 

It  can  hardly  be  faid,  that  this  feries  of  profperity  was 
interrupted  by  the  fuccefsful  attempts  of  the  count  d'Eftaign. 
This  lively  adventurer,  with  the  command  of  no  more  than 
two  ordinary  frigates,  had  in  October  1759,  taken  and  de- 
ftroyed  the  Englifh  fettlement  of  Bender- Abafti,  on  the  Per- 
fian  gulph  ;  he  then  ftruck  over  to  the  ifland  of  Sumatra, 
where  we  carry  on  our  moft  confiderable  commerce  in  pep- 
per ;  and  before  the  end  of  the  following  April,  reduced 
Bencoolen,  the  principal  fettlement,  and  all  the  reft  of  our 
forts  and  factories  on  that  ifland,  which  made  a  defence  al- 
together as  unworthy  of  the  reft  of  our  conduct  in  India,  as 
that  of  the  count  d'Eftaign  was  fuperior  to  the  efforts  of  his 
countrymen  in  that  quarter.  This  bold  adventurer,  how- 
ever, could  not  derive  fo  much  honour  from  the  vigour  of 
his  enterprize,  as  difgrace  from  having  made  them  againft 
the  moft  facred  law  of  arms :  if  what  is  faid  is  true,  that  he 
was  at  the  very  time  a  prifoner  upon  parole. 

In  America  the  ifland  of  Dominica,  one  of  thofe  iflands 
called  Neutral,  but  which  the  French  had  fortified  and  fet- 
tled, was  reduced  by  a  fmall  armament  under  lord  Rollo 
and  Sir  James  Douglas.  North  America  was  perfectly 
quieted  by  a  peace  with  the  Cherokees.  Colonel  Grant 
reduced  them  to  this  neceflity,  by  penetrating  with  great 
courage  and  perfeverance  into  their  country,  and  deftroying 
fifteen  of  their  towns,  and  almoft  their  whole  harveft. 
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CHAP.    I. 

State  of  Europe  in  the  Beginning  of  this  year.  Ill  flat  e  of 
the  Britijh  alliance.  Condition  of  the  northern  powers. 
War  reaches  to  the  fouthern.  Family  compacl.  Some 
articles  from  jt.  Obfervations  upon  them.  Confequen- 
ces  of  this  treaty  to  Europe.  War  declared  againfl  Spain. 
State  of  Spain  and  Great  Britain  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war  between  them.  Advantages  and  difadv ant ages  on 
each  ft de. 

THE  clofe  of  the  year  1761  left  the  affairs  of  all  Eu- 
rope, both  military  and  political,  in  the  mod  in- 
terefting  fituation,  in  which  they  have  flood,  at 
perhaps  any  period  of  our  modern  hiftory.  The  endea- 
vours which  had  been  made  to  bring  about  peace  amongft 
*he  belligerent  powers,  ferved  only  to  increafe  their  ani- 
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mofity.  And  at  the  fame  time  they  brought  into  light  and 
exertion,  thofe  latent  motives  and  dilpofitions  to  war,  which 
had  long  lurked  in  other  powers  under  the  veil  of  a  neutrali- 
ty ;  and  had  only  been  kept  down  fometimes  by  irresoluti- 
on of  temper  in  perfons,  and  fometimes  by  want  of  fyftem 
in  politics.  Thefe  ineffectual  endeavours  for  peace  produ- 
ced alfo  many  occafions  of  quarrel  and  debate,  that  were 
abfolutely  new. 

To  the  north  there  was  no  appearance  of  relenting  in  any 
one  of  the  powers  engaged.  It  was  not  to  be  expected, 
that  the  confederacy,  which  had  held  together  fo  long,  and 
under  fuch  difficulties  and  difappointments,  mould  now 
break  to  pieces,  juft  at  the  moment  when  the  ftates  which 
compofed  it  feemed  in  a  condition  to  reap  the  mature  fruits 
of  their  unanimity  and  perfeverance.  The  king  of  Pruffia 
was  not  in  a  ftate  either  to  allure  or  to  intimidate.  Great 
Britain  could  not  increafe  his  fubfidy,  nor  reinforce  his  ar- 
mies. The  allied  army  in  Weilphalia  played  a  defenfive, 
and,  on  the  whole  of  the  campaign,  a  lofing  game  ;  and 
there  was  no  body  fo  fanguine  as  to  think  that  Great  Bri- 
tain could  increafe  her  ftrength  in  Germany,  where  me 
paid  already  100,000  men,  and  expended  five  millions  an- 
nually. 

Although  nothing  feems  more  certain  in  a  general  view 
of  the  political  fyftem,  than  that  the  king  of  Pruflia  is  not 
the  natural  and  neceflary  ally  of  this  nation  ;  yet  his  fortune 
neither  was,  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war,  nor  is  it  now, 
a  matter  of  indifference  to  us. 

The  late  Mr.  Shippen  was  of  opinion,  that  the  power  of 
France  was  become  an  object  of  much  lefs  terror  fince  the 
growth  of  the  power  of  Rufiia.  But  he  never  imagined  it 
poflible,  that  all  the  great  continental  powers  of  Europe 
mould  ever  be  united  with  France  ;  and  that  they  mould 
confpire  to  load  her  fcale  inftead  of  balancing.it.  He  never 
could  forefee,  what  has  actually  happened  in  this  war,  that 
this  very  power  of  Ruffia  could  co-operate  with  France, 
and  even  with  Sweden  ;  and,  what  is  full  as  extraordinary, 
that  both  thefe  latter  could  co-operate  with  Auftria  to  de- 
ftroy  in  effect  the  fyftem,  which  had  been  eftablifhed  bv 
the  treaty  of  Weftphalia ;  that  fyftem,  which  it  had  been 
the  great  drift  of  policy,  and  the  great  object:  of  war  to 
both  France  and  Sweden  in  the  laft  century  to  eftablifh  ansJ 
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to  confirm,  and  to  the  houfe  of  Auflria  conflantly  to  op- 
pofe.  The  deflruelion  of  the  king  of  PrufTia  feemed  to  in- 
clude the  destruction  of  the  treaty  of  Wedphalia  ;  becaufe 
he  is  the  only  power  in  the  empire  capable  of  afferting  the 
independency  of  its  members,  and  fupporting  the  declining 
credit  of  the  Proteflant  caufe. 

The  total  ruin  of  Saxony,  with  fuch  circumflances  of 
unpardonable  cruelty  by  that  prince  himfelf,  and  the  ex- 
haufted  flate  of  all  the  other  Protefrant  members  of  the 
empire,  have  narrowed  that  interefl  more  and  more  to  the 
fingle  object  of  Pruffia.  As  this  interefl  was  firft  formed 
in  the  empire,  fo  its  condition  there  cannot  fail  of  having 
the  moil  fenfible  influence  on  all  the  potentates  of  the  fame 
communion.  Even  in  this  light,  England  had  an  interefl 
that  the  king  of  Pruffia  mould  not  be  entirely  crufhed  by 
the  prevalence  of  a  combination  compofed  in  fo  extraordi- 
nary; a  manner,  that  its  fuccefs  muff.  neceiTarily  produce  a 
total  revolution  in  the  fyflem  of  Europe,  and  draw  on  a 
feries  of  confequences,  which,  though  it  is  impoiTible  to 
particularise,  muil  have  undoubtedly  been  of  the  mofi  im- 
portant and  alarming  nature. 

But  there  was  an  interefl  yet  nearer  to  us,  the  fate  of 
our  own  army  in  Germany,  which  could  not  furvive  the 
deflruclion  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  for  an  hour.  Thefe  cir- 
cumflances rendered  the  profpect  of  the  campaign  in  Ger- 
many very  gloomy  ;  as  there  was  no  fort  of  ground  to  lup- 
pofe  that  this  prince,  upon  whofe  fate  fo  many  important 
interefls  immediately  depended,  couid  hold  out  to  the  mid- 
dle of  fummer.  Befides,  Denmark  fhewed  no  favourable 
difpofitions  towards  us  ;  and  Holland  difccvered  evident 
marks  of  coldnefs,  if  not  of  abfolute  alienation.  Such  was 
the  difpofition  of  the  powers  in  the  north. 

The  fouthern  powers  of  Europe,  whofe  total  inconnec- 
tion  with  the  caufes,  and  whofe  great  remotenefs  from  the 
feat  of  war  might  appear  fufficient  to  enfure  their  tranquil- 
lity, began  to  enter  into  action  with  a  fpirit  equal  to  that  of 
any  of  the  parties,  who  had  from  the  beginning  acted  as 
principals  ;  new  fewel  was  heaped  upon  the  fire  of  conten- 
tion, which  had  wafled  fo  many  nations,  jufl  as  it  feemed 
to  be  on  the  point  of  expiring. 

That  alliance  between  the  branches  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  of  which  we  have  fpoken  lafl  year,  and  which  is 
fo  well  known  by  the  name  of  the  Family  Compact,  is  one 
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of  the  moil  extraordinary  tranfactions  of  this,  or,  perhaps* 
of  any  time.  It  has  already  produced  fome  effects  anfwer- 
able  to  its  defign  ;  it  may  produce  others  frill  more  impor- 
tant;  and  on  the  whole  muff,  be  conf-dered  as  an  •event  of 
the  mofl  extenfive,  landing,  and  alarming  influence. 

The  treaty  of  Vienna  in  1756,  between  France  and 
Auflria,  has  certainly  contributed  not  a  little  to  give  that 
new  turn  to  affairs,  by  which  almoft  all  the  difcourfes, 
that  have  hitherto  been  written  on  the  interefls  of  princes, 
are  rendered  erroneous,  and  of  little  ufe  in  future  ipecula- 
tions.  That  treaty,  however,  though  it  feems  entirely  to 
have  disjointed  the  antient  fyftem  of  alliance  by  which 
France  was  formerly  counterpoifed,  may,  poiTibly,  not  be 
fo  much  a  lading  change,  as  a  temporary  and  excentric  de- 
viation from  the  fphere  in  which  the  houfe  of  Auflria  had 
formerly  moved,  and  into  which  it  feems  fo  fuitable  to  her 
natural  and  permanent  intereff.  to  return.  The  Bourbon 
compact  is  of  a  different  nature  ;  and  it  feems  to  have  at 
length  produced  that  entire  union  between  the  French  and 
Spanifli  monarchies,  which  was  fo  much  dreaded  on  the 
death  of  Charles  II.  and  which  it  was  the  great  purpofe  of 
the  treaty  of  partition,  and  the  war  of  the  grand  alliance 
to  prevent.  We  have  feen  it  take  place  in  our  days,  com- 
paratively with  very  little  notice  ;  fo  much  greater  is  our 
prefent  flrength ;  or  fo  much  greater  was  the  apprehenfi- 
on  in  thofe  days,  than  the  danger  of  the  actual  event  in  the 
prefent. 

It  was  a  bold  pufh  in  France  to  attempt,  and  an  uncom- 
mon fuccefs  to  procure,  towards  the  clofe  cf  an  unfortu- 
nate and  difgraceful  war,  an  alliance  of  this  kind.  France 
could  not  have  expected  from  the  moil:  fortunate  iiTue  of  her 
affairs,  an  advantage  fo  great  as  that  which  me  derived 
from  her  uncommon  diflrefTes.  It  is  fome  time  fince  the 
jealoufy  of  her  power  has  began  to  abate.  But  in  fact  her 
fecurity,  and  probably  too  her  power,  will  be  greatly  in- 
creafed  by  this  very  circumftance.  Initead  of  forming  fuch 
an  object  as  alarmed  mankind,  and  againfi  which  all  Eu- 
rope ufed  to  unite,  me  is  herfelf  become  the  centre  of  an 
alliance,  which  extends  from  the  northern  to  the  feuthern 
extremity  of  Europe ;  and  me  was,  in  this  war,  aehiaiiy 
united  with  Ruffia,  Sweden,  Auftria,  the  Empire,  Spain, 
and  Naples ;  to  fay  nothing  of  Denmark,  with  which  me 
had  alio  fome  connections. 

With 
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With  other  nations,  however,  her  ties  are  comparative- 
ly flight :  but  the  engagements  of  the  Bourbon  compact 
form  rather  an  act  of  incorporation  than  an  alliance.  It 
contains  ftipulations  hitherto  unheard  of  in  any  treaty.  By 
the  23d  and  24th  articles,  the  fubjects  of  the  feveral  branch- 
es of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  are  admitted  to  a  mutual  natu- 
ralization, and  to  a  participation  of  fuch  privileges  and  im- 
munities, as  if  they  were  natural  born  fubjects  of  the  coun- 
tries of  their  refpective  fovereigns.  The  direct  trade  to 
America  forms  the  only  exception  to  this  comprehenfive 
community  of  interefls.  The  tenor  of  this  article  is  of  in- 
finite confequence  to  the  general  trading  intereft  of  Europe  ; 
all  the  ftates  of  which,  by  the  25th  article  of  the  fame  al- 
liance, are  excluded  from  any  profpect  of  obtaining  fimilar 
advantages. 

This  forms  a  civil  union  in  almofl  the  ftrictefl  fenfe  ;  the 
political  union  is  even  more  perfect.  By  the  ift  and  16th 
articles,  the  two  monarchs  of  France  and  Spain  agree  to 
look  upon  every  power  as  their  enemy,  which  becomes  an 
enemy  of  the  other ;  that  a  war  declared  againft  either, 
fhall  be  regarded  as  perfonal  by  the  other  ;  and  that,  when 
they  happen  to  be  both  engaged  in  a  war  againfr.  the  fame 
enemy  or  enemies,  they  will  wage  it  jointly  with  their 
whole  forces ;  and  that  their  military  operations  fhall  pro- 
ceed by  common  confent,  and  with  a  perfect  agreement. 

By  the  26th  article,  they  agree  reciprocally  to  difclofe 
to  each  other  their  alliances  and  negotiations. 

By  the  1 7th  and  18th,  they  formally  engage  not  to  make, 
or  even  to  liften,  to  any  propofal  of  peace  from  their  com- 
mon enemies,  but  by  mutual  confent;  being  refolved,  in 
time  of  peace  as  well  as  in  time  of  war,  each  mutually  to  con- 
ftder  the  inter  ejh  of  the  allied  crown  as  its  own  ;  to  compen- 
fate  their  federal  loffes  and  advantages ,  and  to  acl  as  ij  the 
two  monarchies  formed  only  one  and  the  fame  power.  The 
king  of  the  Sicilies,  and  the  infant  duke  of  Parma  are  com- 
prehended in  this  treaty. 

Here  is  the  model  of  the  moft  perfect  confederacy. 
There  is  but  one  reftriction  to  the  extent  of  this  fcheme  ; 
but  this  particular  reftriction  is  a  key  to  the  whole  treaty  ; 
as  it 'mews,  in  the  moil  fatisfactory  manner,  againfl:  what 
object  it  was  principally  directed.  For  by  the  8th  article  it 
is  provided,  that  Spain  fhall  not  be  bound  to  fuccour  France, 
when  (he  is  engaged  in  a  war  in  confequence  of  her  engagev 
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ments  by  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  or  other  alliances  with 
the  princes  and  ftates  of  Germany  and  the  north,  unlefs 
fome  maritime  power  takes  part  in  thofe  wars,  or  France 
be  attacked  by  land  in  her  own  country.  This  exception 
of  the  maritime  powers  indicates  fufficiently  that  the  ten- 
dency of  this  article  is  to  affect  England,  and  ferves  to  point 
out  clearly,  though  obliquely,  to  the  other  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, that  their  connection  with  England  is  the  great  cir- 
cumflance  which  is  to  provoke  the  enmity  of  Spain. 

It  mould  feem  that  this  treaty  alone,  when  once  its  true 
nature  came  to  be  difcovered,  if  no  other  caufe  exifled, 
would  have  been  fufficient  to  juflify  Great  Britain  in  a  de- 
claration of  war  againft  a  monarchy,  which  had  united  it- 
felf  in  fo  intimate  a  manner  with  her  enemy,  that  it  was 
rendered  impoflible  to  diftinguifh  the  one  from  the  other. 
In  this  point,  however,  prudence  was  to  interpofe,  and 
circumftances  to  direct.  It  was  not,  therefore,  untill  eve- 
ry attempt  to  bring  Spain  to  a  clear  declaration  of  pacific 
intentions  had  been  tried  without  fuccefs,  in  the  manner 
we  have  already  feen,  that  war  was  actually  declared  againft 
her.  This  declaration  was  made,  on  our  part,  in  London, 
the  2d  of  January  of  the  prefent  year. 

Since  Great  Britain  was  a  kingdom,  fhe  never  was  in 
fuch  a  doubtful  and  dangerous  fituaticn;  for  at  this  time 
fhe  was  engaged,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  a  war,  not  only 
with  all  the  great  continental  powers,  but,  what  is  more 
material,  with  the  moll  confiderable  part  of  the  maritime 
ftrength  of  Europe.  According  to  the  ordinary  computa- 
tions, the  navy  of  Spain  confifted  of  more  than  100  men 
of  war  ;  and  though  the  French  navy  was  greatly  reduced, 
it  became  of  confideration  when  added  to  the  Spanifh, 
Great  efforts  were  made  to  render  it  refpe&able.  Several 
communities  in  France  engaged  to  fit  out  men  of  war  at 
their  own  expence ;  and  in  general  that  whole  people  felt, 
after  having  been  funk  under  a  long  defpondency,  a  momen- 
tary glow  of  hope  and  animation  from  this  alliance,  fo  pow- 
erful in  its  real  ftrength,  and  in  its  principles  fo  flattering 
to  the  national  vanity.  The  glory  of  their  royal  houfe  was, 
on  this  occafion,  united  with  the  fafety  of  their  country. 
They  were  reinforced  by  the  moil  cordial  amity  of  a  power 
untouched  in  its  refources  of  men,  money,  and  (lores  ; 
whilft  Great  Britain  was  exhaufted  of  meu  by  her  many 
K  k  k  victories* 
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victories,  and  her  refources  were  finking  under  a  debt  of 
more  than  one  hundred  millions. 

Befides,  a  rude  mock  had  been  lately  given  to  the  fyftem 
of  the  Englifh  miniftry,  which  might  be  fuppofed,  in  fome 
degree,  likely  to  affect  public  credit.  The  part  which  Mr. 
Pitt  might  finally  take,  and  the  confequences  which  might 
refult  from  his  actions,  were  extremely  undetermined  ;  nor 
was  it  at  all  clear,  what  degree  of  harmony  and  real  confi- 
dence continued  amongft  the  feveral  parts  of  the  fubfifting 
adminilfration.  All  thefe  confiderations  could  not  fail  of 
infpiring  France  with  great  confidence. 

Great  Britain,  under  thefe  circumflances,  had,  however, 
fome  things  in  her  favour.  The  hope  of  plunder  which 
always  attends  a  Spanifh  war,  difpofed  the  minds  of  many 
towards  the  prefent ;  and  was  fure  to  call  forth  a  very  vigo- 
rous exertion  both  of  public  and  private  ftxength.  This 
circumftance  alfo  infured  the  fupplies. 

With  regard  to  the  adminiftration,  their  delay  in  enter- 
ing into  this  Spanifh  war,  contrary  to  the  ideas  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
his  refignation  in  confequence  of  this  delay  ;  the  necefTity, 
which  fo  foon  after  appeared,  of  engaging  in  hoftilities, 
and  which,  to  the  bulk  of  the  people,  feemed  to  juflify  the 
fentiments  of  that  minifter,  together  with  a  recollection  of 
the  fingular  fpirit  with  which  the  French  war  had  been  car- 
ried on,  muft  neceflarily  have  excited  them  to  the  moft 
ftrenuous  efforts,  and  to  every  act  of  laudable  emulation. 
There  was  a  necefllty  of  fhewing,  that  the  fpirit  of  the  na- 
tion, and  the  wifdom  of  its  councils,  were  not  confined  to 
a  fingle  man  ;  and  it  was  fliewn  effectually. 

We  had  alfo,  to  ballance  the  great  flrength  derived  from 
the  extraordinary  combination  of  our  enemies,  that  uni- 
form tenor  of  fuccefs  on  our  fide,  which  made  our  people 
believe  themfelves  invincible.  This  was  not  an  unground- 
ed prefumption,  or  a  dream  of  enthufiafm  ;  their  juft  opini- 
on of  fuperior  courage,  together  with  the  folid  experience 
derived  from  fuch  a  variety  of  fervices,  and  fo  many  fharp 
conflicts  by  fea  and  land,  all  combined  to  make  our  forces 
feem,  and  be,  almoft  irrefiftible. 

Spain,  on  the  other  hand,  had,  in  the  very  conflttution 
of  her  power,  an  effential  defect,  which  expofed  her  on 
this,  as  upon  all  other  occafions.  Her  refources,  though 
very  great,  are  not  within  herfelf  ;  and  confequently  are 
not  always  at  her  command,  being  fubject  not  only  to  be 
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intercepted  by  the  operations  of  the  war,  but  to  be  de- 
stroyed or  loft  by  the  cafualty  of  long  voyages  ;  and,  in 
every  event,  are  liable  to  delay  and  difappointment. 

CHAP.     II. 

Portugal  threatened.  Melancholy  Jlate  of  that  kingdom. 
Arrogant  propcfition  of  the  French  and  Spanifi  minifters 
to  the  court  of  Lifbon.  Anfwer  of  that  court.  Several 
memorials.  Refolution  of  the  king  of  Portugal.  French 
and  Spanifh  minifters  depart.  War  declared  by  thofe 
powers  againft  Portugal. 

SUCH  was  our  fituation,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  at 
the  breaking  out  of  this  new  war  Something  extraor- 
dinary was  to  be  expected  from  the  confederacy  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon.  It  was  not,  however,  altogether  cer- 
tain where  the  frorm,  that  was  gathering,  would  fall. 
There  were,  apprehenfions  for  the  peace  of  Italy  ;  Holland 
had  fome  caufe  of  dread ;  and  menaces  were  ufed  in  that 
quarter.  But  Portugal  feemed  to  be  moil  endangered,  on 
account  of  her  clofe  and  natural  connection  with  Great 
Britain,  her  internal  weaknefs,  the  antient  claims  of  the 
Catholick  king,  and  the  opportunity  of  invallon ;  that 
kingdom  being  on  all  fides,  except  to  the  fea,  in  a  manner 
inclofed  by  Spain. 

Public  conjecture  was  not  miftaken  in  fixing  upon  Por- 
tugal. No  mention  was  made,  indeed,  of  the  Spanifh  pre- 
tenfions  to  that  crown ;  but  a  refolution  was  taken  not  only 
to  oblige  her  to  renounce  all  friendfhip,  but  to  violate  her 
neutrality  with  Great  Britain. 

No  attempt  was  ever  deligned  with  lefs  appearance  of 
juftice;  no  proportion  was  ever  made  with  more  arrogance 
and  defpotiirn  to  an  independent  fovereign ;  and  no  fcheme 
feemed,  according  to  every  human  appearance,  fo  certain 
of  fuccefs. 

The  kingdom  of  Portugal,  on  the  recovery  of  her  li- 
berty; which  happened  in  the  year  1640,  found  herfelf 
ftripped  of  the  greater!:  part  of  thofe  acquisitions,  in  both 
Indies,  which  had  been  the  principal  fources  of  her  power, 
and  the  great  monuments  of  the  capacity  of  her  former 
kings  and  commanders.  During  the  interval  of  her  fub- 
jection,  new  commercial  powers  had  rifen,  fome  en  the 
K  k  k  2  ruins 
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ruins  of  her  fortune,  and  others  upon  different  but  not  lefs 
fubftantial  foundations.  Though  the  Brazils  were  recover- 
ed, and  Goa  and  fome  other  places  in  India  remained  ftill 
to  Portugal,  her  maritime  power,  and  the  fhare  of  trade, 
on  which  it  depended,  were  not  recoverable.  Contrary  to 
the  fate  of  other  nations,  who  have  fhaken  off  a  foreign  do- 
minion, (he  did  not  owe  her  liberty  to  great  abilities. 
Whilft  the  United  Provinces  were  firft  freed,  and  after- 
wards aggrandized,  by  the  capacity  of  the  princes  of 
Orange,  and  whilft  Pruffia,  from  an  inconfiderable  and  de- 
pendent principality,  grew  into  a  formidable  monarchy  by 
the  genius  of  her  lbvereigns,  Portugal  continued  to  lan- 
guid! in  a  ftate  of  mediocrity.  Without  any  fymptoms  of 
clanger  to  her  exiftence,  fhe  fuffered  a  gradual  decay  of  her 
power  and  confideration.  The  character  of  her  govern- 
ment was  narrow  and  bigoted,  and  the  whole  fyftem  of  her 
commerce  prepofterous.  If,  on  the  one  hand,  a  long  peace 
added  to  the  refources  of  her  revenue,  it,  on  the  other, 
abfolutely  annihilated  her  military  ;  and  no  country  in  the 
world  had  an  army  fo  incomplete  in  numbers,  fo  ill  furnifh- 
ed  with  arms,  fo  deficient  in  difcipline,  and  fo  wholly  un- 
provided of  able  and  experienced  officers. 

In  this  condition  fhe  fuffered  a  fatal  blow  from  the  earth- 
quake in  i  756.  The  wealthy  and  flourifhing  city  of  Lilbon 
was  laid  level  with  the  ground ;  near  30,000  of  the  inhabi- 
tants were  buried  in  the  ruins ;  and  thofe  who  remained, 
with  the  court  itfelf,  were  reduced  to  the  utmoft  diftrefs 
and  mifery. 

As  if  this  earthquake,  which  overturned  their  capital, 
had  alfo  fhaken  and  diftra&ed  the  frame  of  their  government, 
and  the  temper  of  their  minds,  the  mod  dreadful  diftempers 
broke  out  in  the  ftate.  A  feries  of  horrid  crimes,  and  of 
cruel  puniftiments,  fucceeded  to  this  calamity.  The  moil: 
noble  and  wealthy  family  of  Portugal,  having  engaged  it- 
felf in  a  facrilegious  attempt  on  the  life  of  their  fovereign, 
was  cut  off  at  once,  with  little  distinction  of  fex  or  age,  by 
a  bloody  and  dreadful  exertion  of  juftice.  Many  others, 
who  were  accufed  or  fufpecled,  fuffered  death,  or  exile, 
or  imprisonment.  Amongft  thefe,  and  from  the  fame  cau- 
fes,  one  of  the  moft  considerable  religious  orders  for  wealth, 
influence,  and  policy,  was  ftripped  of  its  pofieflions,  and 
intirely  driven  out  of  the  country. 

All  thefe  circumftances  left  this  unhap  y  kingdom  in  the 

utmoft 
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utmofl  weaknefs  and  confufion.  All  thofe,  and  they  were 
not  a  few,  who  were  attached  by  connection  of  blood  or 
interefl  to  the  nobles  that  had  fuffered,  or  by  religious  pre- 
judice to  the  Jefuits  who  had  been  expelled,  could  never 
be  cordially  relied  upon  by  the  crown,  and  were  probably 
as  little  inclined  to  any  extraordinary  efforts  in  favour  of  a 
government,  which  their  refentments  muii  have  reprefent- 
ed  to  them  as  no  better  than  a  bloody  tyranny. 

The  Bourbon  confederacy  had  fome  ground  to  fuppofe 
that  Portugal,  in  this  fituation,  would  not  have  courage  to 
withftand  their  menaces,  and  much  lefs  ability  for  any  long 
time  to  reiift  their  efforts.  The  Spanifh  army  overfpread 
the  frontiers  of  Portugal  ;  the  commerce  of  corn  between 
the  two  kingdoms  was  prohibited,  and  every  thing  threat- 
ened a  fudden  invafion,  In  the  midft  of  thefe 
hoftile  preparations,  the  French  and  Spanifn  mi-  Mar.  6. 
nifters  prefented  a  joint  memorial  to  the  court  of 
Lifbon  which  was  followed  by  feveral  others.  The  pur- 
port of  thefe  memorials  was  to  perfuade  his  mod  faithful 
majefty  to  enter  into  the  alliance,  and  co-operate  in  the 
meafures  of  the  two  crowns,  againft  Great  Britain. 

It  was  not  eafy  to  find  very  convincing  arguments  to  in- 
duce Portugal  to  adopt  fo  extraordinary  a  change  of  fyftem. 
The  united  crowns,  in  a  memorial  which  was  figned  by 
the  ambafTadors  of  both,  infilled  largely  on  the  tyranny 
which  Great  Britain  exerted  upon  all  powers,  efpecially  the 
maritime,  and  upon  Portugal  among  the  reft ;  on  the  par- 
ticular infult  which  had  been  offered  to  her  jurifdiclion,  by 
Bofcawen's  attack  on  de  la  Clue's  fquadron  in  a  Portuguefe 
harbour  ;  on  that  affinity,  by  which  the  two  monarchs  of 
Spain  and  Portugal  are  as  clofely  connected  by  the  ties  of 
blood,  as  all  powers  are  by  a  common  mterert,  to  oppoie 
the  ambitious  defigns  of  the  Englifh, 

Whatever  thefe  arguments  were  deficient  in  reafon,  was 
made  up  by  a  ftrong  infinuation  of  force.  The  memorial 
concluded  with  a  declaration,  that,  asfoon  as  his  moil  faith- 
ful majefly  had  taken  his  refolution,  which  they  doubted 
not  would  prove  favourable,  their  army  was  ready  to  enter 
Portugal,  and  to  garrifon  the  principal  ports  of  that  king- 
dom, in  order  to  prevent  the  dangers  to  which  they  might 
be  expofed  from  the  attempts  of  the  Englifh. 

The  two  minifters  added  to  this  extraordinary  memori- 
al, that  they  were  ordered  by  their  courts  to  demand  a  ca- 
tegorical 
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tegorical  anfwer  in  four  days ;  and  that  any  delay,  beyond 
that  time,  fhould  be  considered  as  a  negative. 

The  fituaticn  of  PortugaJ  was  at  this  time  certainly  wor- 
thy of  companion.  If,  contrary  to  her  known  interefls, 
contrary  to  her  antient  connections,  and  to  the  faith  of 
treaties,  me  mould  engage  in  this  offenfive  alliance,  me 
mull  expect  to  fee  her  territories  and  her  colonies  expofed 
to  the  formidable  navies  of  England.  This  however  dan- 
gerous condefcenfion  was  not  to  fecure  her,  by  her  own 
act,  me  would  have  put  herfelf,  bound  hand  and  foot,  in- 
to the  power  of  the  Bourbon  alliance  ;  and  having  receiv- 
ed foreign  garrifons  into  all  her  places  of  ftrength,  would 
have  reduced  herfelf  to  the  condition  of  a  province  to  Spain. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  fhe  adhered  to  her  faith,  and  at- 
tempted to  maintain  her  independency,  an  army  of  fixty 
thoufand  men  was  ready  to  enter  her  territories,  which 
contained  no  place  of  real  ftrength,  and  which  had  not 
twenty  thoufand  troops,  and  thofe  ill  armed,  and  worfe 
difciplined,  to  defend  it. 

In  this  emergency,  the  firmnefs  of  the  king  of  Portugal 
was  eminent,  and  fuch  as  muff  deliver  his  name  to  pofteri- 
ty  with  the  mod  diftinguifhed  advantage.  He  refolved  ftea- 
dily  to  adhere  to  his  antient  and  natural  alliance,  and  to 
brave  all  dangers  and  difficulties,  that  he  might  preferve 
his  fidelity  inviolable  ;  following  that  generous  maxim  of 
king  John  of  Fran'ce,  that  if  good  faith  were  to  be  banifh- 
ed  from  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  it  ought  to  be  found 
in  the  breaft  of  fovereigns. 

His  anfwer  to  this  infulting  proportion  was  humble  and 
moderate,  but  firm  :  he  obferved,  that  the  ties,  which 
equally  united  him  to  Great  Britain  and  the  two  crowns, 
rendered  him  as  proper  a  mediator  to  them  all,  as  they 
made  it  improper  for  him  to  declare  himfelf  an  enemy  to 
any  of  them  ;  that  his  alliance  with  England  was  antient, 
and  therefore  could  give  no  offence  at  this  conjuncture  \ 
that  it  was  purely  defenfive,  and  therefore  innocent  in  all  its 
circumllances ;  that  the  late  fufferings  of  Portugal  difabled 
her  (in  cafe  me  were  willing)  from  taking  part  in  an  offen- 
five war,  into  the  calamities  of  which,  neither  the  love  his 
faithful  majefty  bore  to  his  fubje&s  as  a  father,  nor  the  du- 
ty by  which  he  was  bound  to  them  as  a  king,  could  fuffer 
him  to  plunge  them.  Finally,  he  reminded  the  catholic 
king  of  his  pacific  difpofitions,  by  which,  on  former  occa- 

fions. 
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fions,  he  had  yielded  fo  much,  to  preferve  peace  between 
the  two  kingdoms. 

This  reafonable  and  moderate  anfwer  drew  on  replies, 
which  more  and  more  difclofed  the  true  character  and  fpi- 
rit  of  the  Bourbon  confederacy.  They  denied  that  the  al- 
liance with  England  was  purely  defenfive,  or  intirely  inno- 
cent ;  and  for  this  unheard-of  reafon,  that  the  defenfive  al- 
liance is  converted  into  an,  offenfive  one,  from  the  fituation 
of  the  Portnguefe  dominions,  and  from  the  nature  of  the 
Englijh  power :  the  Englifh  fquadron,  faid  they,  cannot 
keep  the  fea  in  all  feafons,  nor  cruize  on  the  principal  coafts 
for  cutting  off  the  French  and  Spanifh  navigation,  without 
the  ports  and  the  affiftance  of  Portugal ;  that  thefe  ifland- 
ers  could  not  infult  all  maritime  Europe,  if  all  the  riches  of 
Portugal  did  not  pafs  into  their  hands;  that  therefore  Por- 
tugal fumifhes  them  with  the  means  to  make  war;  and 
their  alliance  with  the  court  of  Great  Britain  is  ofTen- 
five. 

Certainly,  the  Jttuation  of  a  country  was  never  before 
given  as  a  reafon,  however  it  might  have  ferved  as  a  fecret 
motive,  for  declaring  war  againft  it.  Nor  was  it  before 
heard,  that  the  common  advantages  of  trade,  derived  from 
a  neutral  nation,  could  be  deemed  an  a<5t  of  hofliiity.  Thefe 
were  rather  infults  than  arguments.  And  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings of  the  united  crowns  were  in  the  fame  flrain  ;  they 
undertook  to  judge  for  Portugal  of  the  pretended  yoke  which 
was  impofed  upon  her  by  England,  and  which  fhe  could 
not  herfelf  difcover  ;  to  refent  injuries  for  her,  for  which 
fhe  had  received  and  accepted  fatisfaclion  ;  and,  as  if  this 
had  not  been  indignity  fufficient,  they  infultingly  inform 
the  king  of  Portugal,  that  he  ought  to  be  glad  of  the  neceffi- 
ty  which  they  laid  upon  him  to  make  ufe  of  his  reafon,  in 
crder  to  take  the  road  of  his  glory,  and  the  common  inter -eft. 
This  neceflity  was  the  immediate  march  of  their  army  to 
take  poflefiion  of  his  dominions. 

So  extraordinary  a  treatment  neither  intimidated  the  king 
from  the  firmnefs  of  his  refolution,  nor  proveked  him  to 
change  from  the  moderation  of  his  language.  He  main- 
tained, that  the  treaties  of  league  and  commerce,  which 
fubfifted  between  Portugal  and  Great  Britain,  are  fuch  as 
the  law  of  God,  of  nature,  and  of  nations,  have  always 
deemed  innocent.  He  intreated  their  mo  ft  chriftian  and 
catholic  majefties  to  open  their  eyes  to  the  crying  injuftice 

of 
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of  purfuing  againft  Portugal,  the  war  kindled  againft  Great 
Britain:  he  defired  them  to  confider,  that  they  were  giving 
an  example,  which  would  produce  the  deftruction  of  man- 
kind ;  that  there  was  an  end  of  the  public  fafety,  if  neutral 
nations  were  to  be  attacked,  becaufe  they  have  defensive 
treaties  with  the  belligerent  powers ;  that  a  maxim  fo  de- 
structive would  occafion  defolation  in  all  Europe,  the  mo- 
ment a  war  was  kindled  between  any  two  ftates ;  that,  there- 
fore, if  their  troops  mould  enter  his  dominions,  he  would, 
in  defence  of  his  neutrality,  endeavour  to  repulfe  them  with 
all  his  forces,  and  thofe  of  his  allies ;  and  he  concluded  with 
this  magnanimous  declaration,  that  it  would  affefl  him  lefs, 
though  reduced  to  the  laji  extremity,  of  which  the  Great 
'Judge  is  the  fole  arbiter,  to  let  the  lajl  tile  of  his  palace 
fall,  an4  to  fee  his  faithful  fubjefls  f pill  the  lajl  drop  of 
their  blood,  than  to  facrifice,  together  with  the  honour  of 
his  crown,  all  that  Portugal  holds  mofl  dear  ;  and  to  fub- 
mit,  by  fuch  extraordinary  means,  to  become  an  unheard-of 
example  to  all  pacific  powers,  who  will  no  longer  be  able  to 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  neutrality,  whenever  a  war  fall  be 
kindled  between  other  powers,  with  which  the  former  are 
connefled  by  defenfive  treaties.     When  this  final  refolution 

was  thus  fpiritedly  declared,  paffports  were  de- 
April  27.  manded  for  the  ambaftadors  of  the  two  crowns, 

who  immediately  departed;  and,  in  a  little  time 
after,  France  and  Spain  jointly  declared  war  againft  Portu- 
gal. 

We  have  dwelt  fome  time  upon  this  tranfaction  :  we 
hope  the  reader  will  not  think  the  narrative  drawn  into  a 
blameable  length.  The  fubjeff.  is  interefting,  the  proce- 
dure uncommon,  and  the  example  alarming.  This  war 
againft  Portugal  was  the  firft  fruit  of  the  Bourbon  compact : 
they  ihewed  very  early  to  the  world,  what  it  was  to  expect 
from  the  maturity  of  this  league;  when  they  were  fo  ele- 
vated by  the  fuperiority  they  imagined  they  had  attained, 
even  in  forming  it,  that  they  thought  themfelves  difpenfed 
from  thofe  decorums,  and  plaufible  appearances,  which  the 
moft  ambitious  princes  commonly  make  ufe  of,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  their  moft  ambitious  defigns.  If  they  had  invad- 
ed Portugal  without  any  declaration  at  all,  it  might,  per- 
haps, be  confidered  as  a  piece  of  convenient  injuftice,  which 
they  left  the  previous  neceffity,  and  fubfequent  fuccefs  of 
their  affairs,  to  juftify  as  they  could  ;  but  fo  many  memo- 
rials 
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rials  and  reafonings  on  the  fubje£t,  (hew  that  this  opprefiion 
was  deliberate,  and  that  they  had  not  been  driven  to  it  by  a 
hidden  emergency,  but  that  it  became  a  regular  and  avowed 
part  of  their  political  fyflem. 

Having  laid  open  the  manner  in  which  the  fouthern  part 
of  Europe  fo  furprifingly  became  engaged  in  this  war,  it  is 
now  our  bufinefs  to  relate  in  what  manner  fome  of  the 
northern  parts  were  as  furprifingly  extricated  out  of  it. 

CHAP.     III. 

Death  of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  of  Ruff  a.  Her  char  after. 
State  of  the  power  of  Ruff  a  on  her  deceafe.  Her  nephew, 
Peter  III.  fucceeds.  Intire  change  offyfem.  Peace  with 
Prujfa.  Peace  between  Pruffa  and  Sweden.  Pruffian 
conquefs  refored.  The  czar  enters  into  an  alliance  with 
the  king  of  Pruffia.  War  with  Denmark  threatened.  Its 
caufe.  Extorted  loan  from  Hamburgh.  Campaign  be- 
tween Pruffans  and  Auflrians  opens.  Pruffians  obtain 
advantages  in  Saxony  and  Silefia.  Sudden  revolution  in 
Rujfia. 

WE  have  feen,  in  the  clofe  of  the  lafl  year,  that,  by  the 
taking  of  Colberg,  on  one  hand,  and  Schwexdnitz, 
on  the  other,  the  king  of  Prufiia's  dominions  were  entirely 
at  the  mercy  of  his  enemies :  his  forces  were  worn  away, 
and  even  his  efforts  had  gradually  declined:  a  complete 
victory,  tho'  this  was  an  event  not  at  all  probable,  could  not 
fave  him.  The  Ruffians,  by  wintering  in  Pomerania,  and 
by  the  pofTeiTion  of  Colberg,  which  infured  them  fupplies 
by  a  fafe  and  expeditious  channel,  were  in  a  condition  to 
commence  their  operations  much  earlier  than  ufual,  as  well 
as  to  fuftain  them  with  more  fpirit  and  uniformity.  No 
refource  of  policy  could  be  tried  with  the  leaft  expectation 
of  fuccefs.  After  fuch  a  refiftance  for  five  years,  of  which 
the  world  -never  furnifhed  another  example,  the  king  of 
PruiTia  had  nothing  left  but  fuch  a  conduct  as  might  clofe 
the  fcene  with  glory,  fince  there  was  fo  little  appearance  of 
his  concluding  the  war  with  fafety. 

In  the  midfr.  of  thefe  gloomy  appearances,  his  inveterate 
and    inflexible   enemy,   the    emprefs    of   Ruiiia, 
died,  in  the  fixty-third  year  of  her  age,  and  the     Jan.   2. 
twenty-fecond  of  her  reign. 

L  1  1  Thh 
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This  princefs  was  fecond  daughter  to  Peter  the  Great, 
and  a  defcendant  not  altogether  unworthy  of  that  illuftrious 
founder  of  the  Ruffian  empire.  From  being  little  better 
t  an  a  prifoner,  fhe  became  in  a  moment  a  defpotic  fover- 
e  gn.  At  the  acceffion  of  this  princefs,  the  Ruffian  power, 
fo  newly  created,  feemed  to  be  in  danger  of  a  decline,  from 
the  many  revolutions  to  which  the  empire  had  been  fubject ; 
and  the  inftitutions  of  Peter  the  Great,  by  which  that  ex- 
tenfive  part  of  the  world  was  drawn  out  of  barbarifm,  be- 
gan perceivably  to  decay,  until  her  acceffion  to  the  throne, 
when  the  former  was  put  out  of  all  queftion  by  the  vigour 
of  her  government,  and  the  latter  cherifhed  and  promoted 
by  the  encouragement  which  fhe  gave  to  every  valuable  art 
and  fcience.  The  academy  at  Peterfburg  is  at  prefent  one 
of  the  moll:  flourifhing  in  Europe,  and  has  already  enriched 
the  learned  world  with  confiderable  difcoveries. 

In  faQ:,  me  governed  the  Ruffian  empire  with  more 
lenity  than  any  of  her  predecefibrs ;  and,  perhaps,  carried 
this  amiable  difpofition  to  an  impolitic  accefs.  She  regu- 
lated and  increafed  her  finances ;  kept  alive,  and  even  in- 
creafed,  the  difcipline  of  her  armies  ;  and  in  all  her  tranf- 
a&ions  with  foreign  Mates,  and  in  the  various  faces  which 
her  politics  aflumed,  fhe  always  fupported  the  dignity  and 
importance  of  her  country  at  the  higheft  point.  For  her 
private  pleafures,  indeed,  me  has  been  much  cenfured  ;  but 
as  they  were  merely  pleafures,  and  of  fuch  a  nature  that  fen- 
timent  had  little  fhare  in  them,  they  had  little  influence  on 
her  public  conduct,  which  was  always  manly  and  firm. 

The  part  fhe  took  in  this  war,  though  it  might  in  fome 
meafure  have  been  dictated  by  refentment,  was  at  the  fame 
time  the  refult  of  the  foundeif  policy.  No  power,  but  that 
of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  was  capable  of  checking  hers.  He 
was,  not  only  from  his  ftrength  and  character,  but  from  the 
fituation  of  his  dominions,  the  only  prince  in  Europe  from 
whom  it  could  be  materially  her  interefl  to  make  conquefts. 
By  the  retention  of  Pruffia,  and  by  the  dominion  which  in 
another  name,  fhe  held  over  the  dutchy  of  Courland,  fhe 
poflXTed  a  very  great  fhare  of  the  Baltic  coaft,  and  thereby 
poflefled  the  means  of  becoming  a  maritime  power  of  the 
firfl  order.  With  thefe  advantages,  flic  might  eafily  com- 
plete all  that  had  been  wanting,  towards  eftablifhing  an  un» 
controulable  power  over  Poland.  By  the  fame  means  fhe 
might  entirely  over-awe  Denmark  and  Sweden ;  and  alio, 

by 
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by  her  vicinity,  fhe  would  be  enabled  to  interppfe  in  the 
concerns  of  Germany,  with  much  more  authority  than  (lie 
had  hitherto  poffeffed ;  although  her  intervention  had 
always  been  of  confequence. 

In  reality,  the  houfe  of  Auftria  feemed  to  make  far  greater 
facrifices  of  her  intereft  to  her  refentment  than  Ruffia  did, 
with  whom  thofe  two  principals  went  hand  in  hand,  and 
fupported  each  other.  For  nothing  is  more  evident,  than 
that  Ruffia  would  fet  up  for  a  defender  of  the  liberties  of 
Germany,  if  ever  fhe  got  any  footing  in  its  neighbourhood  ; 
that  fhe  would  animate  the  powers  there  to  aftert  a  greater 
degree  of  independence  than  they  do  at  prefent ;  that  me 
would  render,  by  her  machinations,  the  empire  in  the  Au- 
ftrian  family  very  precarious ;  and  might  even  find  means  of 
fetting  fome  feeble  prince  on  the  imperial  throne,  in  order 
to  embroil  the  whole  Germanic  body,  and  to  keep  it  in  en- 
tire dependence  upon  Ruflia.  On  the  whole,  if  the  projects 
of  Auflria  had  fucceeded  in  their  full  extent,  fhe  would  have 
very  foon  found  in  Ruflia  a  more  powerful  reftraint  than 
ever  fhe  had  either  in  France  or  Sweden,  even  in  the  great- 
eft  heights  of  their  power  and  credit  in  Germany.  She 
would,  indeed,  have  ruined  the  king  of  Pruflia  ;  but  fhe 
would  have  purchafed  his  ruin  with  her  own  independency. 

Thefe  were  the  profpects  that  lay  before  all  political  rea- 
foners  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth. 
Charles  Peter  Ulric,  of  the  houfe  of  Holftein,  who  had 
been  created  grand  duke  of  Ruffia,  and  appointed  heir  ap- 
parent to  that  vafl  empire  by  the  late  czarina,  fucceeded, 
under  the  name  of  Peter  III.  None  but  thofe  who  were 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  character  and  difpofition  of 
the  new  czar,  could  have  any  reafon  to  imagine  that  he 
would  abandon  the  fyftem  of  his  predeceflcr,  which  was 
certainly  founded  on  the  true  intereft  of  the  country  he  go- 
verned. The  king  of  Pruflia  himfelf  feemed  for  fome  time 
to  have  entertained  no  great  hopes  from  this  change.  The 
czar  had,  however,  fometimes  difcovered  marks  of  efteem 
for  the  character  of  this  monarch.  He  had  the  black  eagle, 
of  which  order  the  king  of  Pruflia  is  grand  mailer.  But  the 
king  of  Pruflia  could  place  very  little  confidence  in  this  : 
however,  with  that  air  of  pleafantry,  which  never  entirely 
forfook  him  in  all  his  misfortunes,  he  faid  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Mitchel,  the  Britifh  miniiter  at  the  Ruflian  court,  "  Is  not 
this  a  very  extraordinary  knight,  to  feed  80,000  men  at  my 
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expence  \  He  is  the  only  one  of  my  knights  that  takes  that 
liberty.  If  every  knight  of  the  garter  did  the  fame,  your 
England  (England  though  it  is)  would  be  devoured  by  them. 
I  beg  you  would'endeavour  to  make  my  knight  more  trac- 
table, and  tell  him  it  is  againft  the  inftitutes  of  the  order, 
for  a  knight  to  eat  up  his  grand  mafter." 

The  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  now  fixed  upon  the  fteps 
which  the  czar  might  take.  With  regard  to  the  govern- 
ment of  his  country,  nothing  could  be  more  popular  and 
aufpicious  than  his  firfb  meafures.  The  earlieft  ufe  he  made 
of  his  abfolute  power,  was,  to  fet  the  Ruffian  nobility  and 
gentry  free,  and  to  put  them  on  the  fame  footing  with  thofe 
of  their  rank  in  the  other  more  moderate  governments  of 
Europe.  Almoft  all  the  exiles  were  recalled  to  court,  and 
amongft  the  reft  the  unfortunate  count  Biron,  who,  from  a 
fovereign  prince,  had  been  reduced  to  the  moil:  wretched 
condition,  in  the  mod  Wretched  country  on  the  globe.  He 
had  been  many  years  a  peafant  of  Siberia,  and  may  very 
probably  once  more  become  a  fovereign  prince.  It  is  in 
thofe  defpotic  governments  we  fee  the  rnoft  ftrikingexceffes, 
and  difmal  reverfes  of  fortune  ;  in  which  one  day  a  perfon 
is  raifed  to  fomething  almoft.  above  man,  and  the  next  is 
perhaps  in  a  moment  degraded  to  the  lowefl:  ftation  of  hu- 
manity. 

The  new  emperor  proceeded  in  his  reformation  to  aholim 
fome  fevere  and  tyrannical  jurifdictions,  and  intending  the 
fame  benign  difpciition  to  all  degrees  of  his  fubje&s,  he 
leflened  the  tax  upon  fait,  to  the  very  great  and  univerfal 
relief  of  the  poor. 

Thefe  beginnings  gave  the  mod  favourable  impreffions  of 
liis  domeftic  government.  But  Europe  was  principally  con- 
cerned in  his  foreign  politics.  It  was  not  long  before  his 
difpofitions  to  peace  became  apparent.  What  aflonifhed 
the  world,  was  the  high  rate  at  which  he  valued  this  blefling. 
In  a  memorial,  which  he  caufed  to  be  delivered  on  the  23d 
of  February,  to  the  minifters  of  the  allied  courts,  he  declar- 
ed, that,  in  order  to  the  eftablifjment  of  peace,  he  was  ready 
to  facrifice  all  the  conquefls  made  by  the  arms  of  Raffia  in  this 
vjar,  in  hopes  that  the  allied  courts  will  on  their  parts  equally 
prefer  the  rejloration  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  to  the  advan- 
tages which  they  might  expefl  from  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  but  which  they  cannot  obtain  but  by  a  continuance  of 
the  effufton  of  human  blood. 

The 
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The  allies  praifed  the  difintereftednefs^  fpirit,  and  huma- 
nity of  this  declaration ;  but  recommended  to  his  attention 
the  fidelity  to  treaties,  which  conftitutes  a  no  lefs  valuable 
part  of  the  royal  character,  and  a  no  lefs  considerable  branch 
of  the  duty  of  a  monarch  to  his  fubjecrs.  They  mewed  a 
difpofition  to  imitate  his  defire  for  peace,  but  by  no  means 
to  follow  his  example  in  purchafing  it  by  a  ceffion  of  all  the 
advantages,  which  they  had  acquired,  or  hoped  to  acouire 
by  the  war. 

The  czar  having  thus  far  complied  with  decency,  and 
being  of  a  character  little  fitted  to  wait  the  flow  procedure 
of  a  joint  negotiation,  gave  way  to  his  ardent  defires  for 
peace,  and  to  the  fentiments  of  that  extravagant  admiration, 
which  he  had  conceived  for  the  king  of  Pruffia.  A  fufpen- 
fion  of  hoflilities  was  concluded  between  them  on  the  16th 
of  March  ;  and  it  was  followed  net  long  after  by 
a  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance.  Nothing  was  May  <, 
ftipulated  by  the  czar  in  favour  of  his  former  con- 
federates, whom  he  entirely  abandoned.  He  even  agreed  to 
join  his  troops  to  thofe  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  to  a£t  auninft 
them.  In  a  little  time  a  Ruffian  army  was  feen  in  conjunc- 
tion with  one  of  Fruffia,  to  drive  out  of  Silefia  thofe  Auftri- 
ans,  who  had  been  a  few  months  before  brought  into  that 
province  by  the  Ruffian  arms. 

This  was  a  miraculous  revolution.  Fortune,  who  had  (o 
long  abandoned  the  king  of  Pruffia  to  his  genius,  after  ha- 
ving perfecuted  him  for  near  five  years,  and  overpowered 
him  with  the  whole  weight  of  her  anger,  at  length  made 
amends  by  a  fudden  turn,  and  did  for  him  at  cne  ftroke  the 
only  thing,  by  which  he  could  poffibly  be  faved. 

Sweden,  who  fince  fhe  has  recovered  her  liberty  has  loft 
her  political  importance,  and  for  a  long  time  acled  entirely 
under  the  direction  of  Ruffian  councils,  followed  on  this 
as  on  all  other  occafions,  the  example  of  the  court  of  Peterf- 
burgh,  and  figned  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  king  of  Pruffia 
on  the  226.  of  May. 

In  order  to  account  for  whatever  was  not  the  refult  of 
mere  perfonal  character  in  this  extraordinary  revolution  of 
politics  in  Ruffia,  it  will  be  necefTary  to  remind  the  reader 
that  the  czar  Peter  the  third  was  duke  of  Holitein  ;  and  that 
the  dukes  of  Holitein  had  pretenficns  to  the  dutchv  ql  Slef- 
wick.  Thefe  pretenficns  were  compromifed  by  a  treaty  in 
1732.     But  as  the  ceffion  made  by  the  houfe  of  Holitein  in 
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this  treaty  was  the  effect  of  neceflity,  it  had  been  always 
apprehended  that  me  would  make  ufe  of  the  fariT:  fafe  oppor- 
tunity of  reclaiming  her  antient  rights.  The  czar  feifed 
eagerly  on  the  great  one,  which  the  poffeflion  of  the  whole 
Ruffian  power  afforded  him,  and  he  reiblved  to  enter  into 
an  immediate  war  for  this  object,  to  which  his  predilection 
for  his  native  country  gave  in  his  eyes  a  far  greater  impor- 
tance than  to  all  the  conquefls  of  his  predeceffor.  As  long 
as  this  war  with  the  king  of  Pruffia  fubfifted,  it  was  impofli- 
ble  that  his  defigns  againil  Denmark  could  be  profecuted 
with  any  hope  of  fuccefs.  "Wholly  indifferent  therefore  to 
ail  others,  and  paffionately  fond  of  this  object,  as  foon  as 
he  came  to  the  throne,  without  any  difpute  or  negotiation, 
he  offered  the  king  of  Pruflia  in  his  great  diftrefs  every 
thing  he  could  have  hoped  from  a  feries  of  victories,  and 
whiltt  he  joined  his  arms  to  thofe  of  that  monarch  in 
Sileiia,  he  caufed  an  army  to  march  towards  Holftein. 

Thus  the  peace  with  Ruffia,  far  from  conducing  to  the 
sreneral  peace  of  Europe,  did  very  little  more  than  change 
the  face  of  the  war.  It  brought  in  new  fubjects  of  difpute, 
and  new  parties,  and  by  threatning  Denmark,  left  not  a  Tin- 
gle power  in  the  north  in  a  ftate  of  affured  tranquillity. 

The  king  of  Denmark,  though  threatened  by  fo  formida- 
ble a  power  engaged  in  purfuit  of- a  favourite  object,  was 
not  terrified  into  any  mean  conceffions.  He  recruited  his 
army,  repaired  his  fortifications,  and  prepared  for  his  defence, 
with  temper  and  magnanimity.  As  money  muff  be  much 
wanting  for  the  fervices  of  fo  important  a  war,  as  his  coun- 
try could  furnifh  no  great  fupplies,  and  the  borrowings  in 
every  part  of  Europe,  together  with  the  fudden  invafion  of 
his  dominions,  could  enable  him  to  form  no  fanguine  hopes 
of  public  credit,  he  turned  his  eyes  towards  the  city  of  Ham- 
burgh, which  had  enriched  itfelf  by  its  induflry  and  neu- 
trality during  the  whole  war,  and  by  the  number  of  wealthy 
perfons  who  had  fled  there  for  refuge  from  the  calamities, 
which  all  the  neighbouring  countries  had  fuffered. 

His  Danifh  majefty  had  always  kept  alive  a  claim  of 
fovereignty  over  that  city,  which  (however  founded)  he 
exercifed  whenever  he  found  himfelf  able.  He  thought 
the  prefent  one  of  thofe  conjunctures.  Therefore  without 
any  previous  notice  he  appears  with  a  itrong  army 
Tune  18.  before  Hamburg,  feixes  the  fuburbs,  threatens 
the  city  with  an  immediate  liege,  if  they  did  not 
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immediately  fubmit  to  a  loan  of  i,ooo,cco  of  rixdollars. 
The  magiftrates  of  this  trading  city,  little  prepared  for,  or 
accuftomed  to  war,  having  no  ally  at  hand,  and  who  would 
be  equally  endangered  by  the  ftrength  of  any  ally  able  to 
protect  them,  prudently  fubmitted,  and  furnifhed  the  king 
with  fuch  a  fupply  as  his  affairs  required. 

The  king  of  Pruffia  loft  no  time  to  profit  of  this  great 
and  unexpected  revolution  in  his  favour.  The  neutrality 
of  the  Ruffians  ftill  left  the  Auftrians  much  fuperior  to  him. 
Their  alliance  brought  him  to  an  equality.  Two  Auftrian 
armies  in  Silefia  and  one  in  Saxony,  were  prepared  to  a£t, 
and  it  was  not  clear  which  fide  would  begin  to  a£t  on  the 
offenfive:  the  Auftrian  armies  threatened  Glogau  and  Bref- 
law  with  a  fiege,  and  the  king  of  PruffiVs  threatened  Sch- 
weidnitz. 

The  active  character  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  the 
caution  of  marfhal  Daun,  foon  determined  the  part  which 
the  feveral  armies  were  to  take,  and  the  fpirit  of 
the  feveral  operations.  Very  early  in  the  cam-  May  12. 
paign  prince  Henry  made  a  vigorous  pum  on  the 
imperial  polls  towards  the  frontiers  of  Saxony.  The  Im- 
perialifts  were  obliged  to  evacuate  Dippolfwalda  with  fome 
lofs  in  killed.  About  four  thoufand  men  were  taken  prifo- 
ners ;  365  waggons  were  alfo  taken,  and  feveral  military 
trophies. 

By  this  fignal  advantage,  all  the  part  of  Saxony,  poffeffed 
by  the  Pruffians,  was  effectually  fecured  ;  and  any  attempt 
which  might  hereafter  be  thought  proper  for  the  recovery 
of  Drefden,  was  much  facilitated.  Although  the  Auftrians, 
fenfible  of  the  confequence  of  this  lofs,  and  largely  reinforc- 
ed from  the  armies  in  Silefia,  attempted  to  recover  thefe 
pofts  by  feveral  lively  efforts,  they  were  repulfed  with  no 
fmall  {laughter  on  both  fides ;  and  prince  Kenry  remained 
fo  much  mafter  of  Saxony,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  keep 
a  large  army  from  the  war  in  Silefia,  to  prevent  if  poffi- 
ble  his  making  irruptions  into  the  very  heart  of  Bohemia. 

His  Pruffian  majefty  derived  advantages  from  the  conduct 
of  his  brother,  which  he  did  not  neglect  to  improve.  It 
was  not  until  the  latter  end  of  June  that  he  was  joined  by  his 
new  Ruffian  allies.  As  foon  as  this  junction  was  formed,  he 
refoived  to  make  a  tryal  of  what  thefe  men  could  do  in  his 
favour,  who  had  acted  io  (Irenioufly  again  ft  him.  Mar- 
fhal Daun'?  arm*  occupied  feveral  ftroug,  but  detached  emr- 
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nencies,  which  enabled  him  to  communicate  with  and  pro- 
tect Schweidnitz  from  all  attempts  of  the  enemy. 
July  21.    The  king  of  Pruffia  undertook  to  diflodge  him 
from  thofe  advantageous  pofts.     In  fome  of  his  at- 
tempts he  fucceeded,  in  others  he  was  baffled  with  fome  lofs. 

This  was  no  regular  battle  ;  but  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
though  he  did  not  fucceed  immediately  in  his  attack,  yet  by 
his  judicious  manoeuvres  he  attained  all  the  advantages  he 
propofed  from  his  enterprife.  For  marfhal  Daun,  appre- 
henfive  from  the  motions  of  his  army,  that  the  king  of 
Pruffia  intended  to  feize  upon  his  principal  magazine,  and 
even  to  cut  off  his  communication  with  Bohemia,  abandon- 
ed thofe  important  pofts  which  he  had  hitherto  maintained 
with  fuccefs,  fell  back  to  the  extremities  of  Silefia,  and  left 
Schweidnitz  entirely  uncovered. 

The  king  of  Pruffia  immediately  prepared  to  invert  that 
city  whilft  different  detachments  of  Pruffians,  fome  on  the 
fide  of  Saxony,  others  on  the  fide  of  Silefia,  penetrated  deep 
into  Bohemia,  laid  many  parts  of  the  country  under  contri- 
bution, and  fpread  an  univerfal  alarm.  It  was  about  five 
years  fmce  they  had  been  driven  from  thence  by  the  victo- 
rious arms  of  marfhal  Daun,  who  now  found  himfelf  unable 
to  proteel  that  kingdom  from  their  ravages.  A  confiderable 
body  of  Ruffian  irregulars  alfo  made  an  irruption  into  Bo- 
hemia, and  began  there  to  retaliate  on  the  Auftrians  thofe 
excefies,  which  they  had  themfelves  fo  often  before  com- 
mitted on  the  Pruffian  dominions. 

Whilft  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  thus  playing  with  fpirit 
the  great  game  which  fortune  had  put  into  his  hands,  he 
was  all  at  once  threatened  with  a  fudden  reverfe,  by  ano- 
ther revolution  in  Ruffia,  which  bore  all  the  appearance  of 
being  as  unfavourable  to  him,  as  the  former  had  been  be- 
yond all  hopes  beneficial.  The  variable  political  climate  of 
Ruffia,  under  whole  influence  all  his  fortune  decayed  or 
flourifhed,  was  covered  with  a  fudden  cloud  by  the  depo- 
sition, followed  clofe  by  the  death,  of  his  faff  friend,  and 
faithful  ally,  the  czar  of  Mufcovy. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

Caufes  of  the  revolution  in  Ruffia.  Czar  irritates  the  clergy 
and  foldiery.  Differences  with  the  czarina.  Confpiracy 
againft  him.  Czar  depofed  by  the  fenate.  Attempts  an 
efcape.  His  imprifonment  and  death.  The  czarina  de- 
clared emprefs.  Her  politic  conducl.  Ingratiates  her  felf 
with  the  people. 

FROM  the  moment  of  the  late  czar's  acceffion  to  the 
throne  of  the  Ruflia's,  fomething  extraordinary  was  ex- 
pected. His  difpofition  feemed  to  lead  him  to  make  altera- 
tions in  every  thing,  and  having  fet  before  himfelf  two  great 
examples,  that  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  and  of  his  predeceflbr 
Peter  I.  it  was  expected  that  this  vaft  empire  was  going 
once  more,  almoft  within  the  life  of  a  man,  to  afTume  a  new 
face ;  a  circumftance  which  could  not  fail  of  having  a  feri- 
ous  influence  on  the  affairs  of  Europe.  Peter  III.  made 
more  new  regulations  in  Ruflia  in  a  few  weeks,  than  wife 
and  cautious  princes  undertake  in  a  long  reign.  It  was  to 
be  feared  that  his  anions  were  rather  guided  by  a  ram  and 
irregular  turn  of  mind,  and  the  fpirit  of  innovation,  than  by 
any  regular  and  well  digefted  plan,,  for  the  improvement  of 
his  extenfive  dominions. 

His  fir  ft  actions  on  coming  to  the  throne,  it  is  true,  were 
laudable,  and  feemed  well  calculated  to  acquire  him  the  af- 
fections of  his  people.  But  if  in  feme  inftances  he  confulted 
their  interefts,  in  many  he  fhocked  their  prejudices  ;  and  he 
loft  thereby  that  opinion,  which  is  on  all  occafions  neceflary, 
but  is  particularly  fo  for  carrying  fuch  uncommon  defigns 
as  his  into  execution. 

The  power  of  the  czars,  though  abfolute  and  uncontrou- 
lable  in  its  exercife,  is  extremely  weak  in  its  foundation. 
There  is  not  perhaps  in  Europe  a  government  which  de- 
pends fo  much  on  the  good  will  and  affection  of  thofe  that 
are  governed  ;  and  which  requires  a  greater  degree  of  vigi- 
lance and  a  fteadier  hand.  The  regular  fucceflion  which 
has  been  fo  often  broken,  and  the  great  change  of  manners, 
which  in  lefs  than  a  century  has  been  introduced,  have  left 
in  Ruflia  a  weaknefs  amidft  all  the  appearance  of  ftrength, 
and  a  great  facility  to  hidden  and  dangerous  revolutions. 

Peter  III.  paid  little  attention  to  thofe  difficulties,  which 
M  m  m  res 
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to  him  were  the  greater,  as  he  was  a  foreigner  born.  They 
were  augmented  by  the  fuperior  and  invidious  regard  he 
feemed  to  pay  to  foreign  interefts,  and  foreign  perfons.  The 
preference  he  fo  manifeftly  gave  to  the  uncertain  hope  of 
inconfiderable  conqueft  in  Holftein  over  the  folid  and  valu- 
able pofTeffions  which  the  fortune  of  his  predeceffor  had  left 
him,  muft  have  difgufted  all  the  politicians  of  his  country. 
His  intimate  connection  with,  and  boundlefs  admiration  of 
that  prince,  with  whom  Ruffia  had  been  fo  lately,  and  fo 
long,  in  a  ftate  of  the  mod:  violent  hoftility,  could  not  add 
to  the  opinion  of  his  prudence.'  They  did  not  think  he 
fufficiently  confulted  his  dignity,  in  folliciting  with  great 
anxiety  a  command  in  the  Pruffian  fervice.  When  he  re- 
ceived it,  he  dreffed  himfelf  in  the  Pruffian  uniform,  made 
a  grand  feflival,  and  difplayed  all  the  marks  of  an  immode- 
rate and  puerile  fatisfacticn.  He  pufhed  his  extravagance 
in  this  point  fo  far,  that  he  made  preparations  in  this  im- 
mature ftate  of  his  government  to  quit  RufTia,  and  to  go 
into  Germany  for  the  fake  of  an  interview  with  that  great 
monarch,  whofe  genius,  principles  and  fortune  he  fo  greatly 
admired. 

Although  this  proceeding  was,  almoft  in  every  refpect, 
extremely  impolitic,  it  did  not  threaten  fo  dangerous  confe- 
quences  as  the  other  fteps,  which  he  took  about  the  fame 
time.  Nothing  requires  fo  much  judgment,  and  fo  nice  a 
hand,  as  to  effect  a  change  in  the  fettled  eftablifhments  or 
any  country.  Above  all,  there  muft  be  fomething  favour- 
able in  the  conjuncture  ;  or  fomething  fo  uncommon  and 
over-ruling  in  the  genius  of  the  conductor  of  thofe  changes, 
as  will  render  him  fuperior  to  ail  difficulties.  This  latter 
was  the  cafe  of  Peter  I.  who  had  indeed  very  little  favour- 
able in  the  conjuncture ;  but  he  did  every  thing  by  his  ca- 
pacity, courage,  and  perfeverance.  The  foldiery  and  the 
ecclefiaitics  are  the  great  fupports  of  all  abfolute  rule,  and 
thev  are  certainly  the  lad  bodies,  upon  which  a  prince  of 
this  kind  would  chufe  to  exert  any  invidious  aft  of  autho- 
rity. But  the  czar  was  indifcreet  enough,  very  early  in  his 
reign,  highly  to  provoke  both  thefe  bodies  ;  the  foldiery, 
by  the  manifeft  preference  he  gave  to  his  Holftein  guards, 
and  to  all  officers  of  that  nation  ;  and  by  the  change  he 
'made  in  favour  of  the  Pruffian  uniform  to  the  exclufion  of 
that,  in  which  the  Ruffians  believed  they  had  fo  often  a'ffert- 
ed  the  honour  of  their  country,  and  gained  many  fignal  ad- 
vantages 
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vantages  over  the  troops,  diftinguifhed  by  thofe  regimentals 
which  were  now  preferred. 

Thefe  trifles  had  very  important  confequences.  But  what 
he  did  in  matters  of  religion  was  ftill  more  dangerous.'  This 
prince  had  been  educated  a  Luthern  ;  and  though  he  con- 
formed to  the  Greek  church,  in  order  to  qualify  himfelf  for 
the  fucceffion,  he  never  fliewed  much  refpect  to  that  mode 
of  religion,  to  the  rites  and  doctrines  of  which  his  fubjecls 
had  been  always  extremely  attached.  He  feized  upon  the 
revenues  of  the  clergy,  whether  monks  or  feculars,  whether 
bifhops  or  inferiors,  and  for  compenfation  allowed  them  fome 
mean  penfions,  in  fuch  a  proportion  as  his  fancy  fuggefted. 
His  capricious  order  that  the  clergy  mould  be  no  longer  dif- 
tinguifhed by  beards,  was  in  itfelf  of  lefs  moment,  but  it 
was  hardly  lefs  offenfive.  He  made  alfo  fome  regulations 
concerning  the  images  and  pictures  in  their  churches,  which 
gave  them  reafon  to  apprehend  his  intention  of  accomplifh- 
ing  a  total  change  in  the  religion  of  the  empire,  and  intro- 
ducing Lutheranifm. 

Whilit.  he  was  taking  thefe  meafures  to  alienate  the  minds 
of  his  people  in  general,  and  efpecially  of  thofe  bodies,  with 
whom  it  was  the  mod  his  intereft  to  be  well,  he  had  not 
the  good  fortune  to  live  in  union  with  his  own  family.  He 
had  long  flighted  his  confort,  a  princefs  of  the  houfe  of 
Anhalt  Zerbft,  a  woman  of  a  mafculine  understanding,  and 
by  whofecouncils  he  might  have  profited.  He  lived  in  a 
very  public  manner  with  the  countefs  of  Woronzoff,  niece 
to  the  chancellor  of  that  name,  and  feemed  devoted  to  her 
with  fo  itrong  a  paiTion,  that  it  was  apprehended  he  had 
fome  thoughts  of  throwing  his  emprefs  into  a  monaftery, 
and  raifing  this  lady  to  the  throne  of  all  the  RufTias.  What 
feemed  to  confirm  this  opinion,  was  his  omitting  formally 
to  declare  his  fon  the  grand  duke  Paul  Petrowitz  the  fuc- 
ceflor.  This  omiihon  in  a  country  where  the  fuccefiion  is 
citabliihed  and  regular,  would  have  been  of  no  confequence  ; 
the  punctual  obfervance  of  fuch  a  ceremony  would  rather 
have  betrayed  fome  doubt  of  the  title.  But  the  nature  of 
this  government,  as  well  as  pofitive  conitituticns,  had  made 
it  neceffary  in  RufTia,  and  the  omifuon  was  certainly  alarming. 

That  unfortunate  prince,  having  in  this  manner  affronted 

his  army,    irritated  his  clergy,   offended  his  nobility,  and 

alienated  his  own  family,  without  having  left  himfelf  any 

firm    ground  of  authority,  in   perfcnal   efteem  or  national 

M  m  m   2  prejudice, 
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prejudice,  proceeded  with  his  ufual  precipitation  to  new 
changes.  In  the  mean  time  a  mod  dangerous  confpiracy  was 
forming  againft  him.  The  cruel  punifhments  inflicted  in 
Ruffia  on  (late  criminals,  have  only  an  effect  to  harden  the 
minds  of  men  already  fierce  and  obdurate,  and  feldom  deter 
them  from  the  moil:  defperate  undertakings.  Rofamoufki, 
Hetman  or  chief  of  the  Cofiacks,  a  perfon  of  importance  by 
that  command,  Panin,  governor  of  the  grand  duke  Paul, 
marfhal  Butterlin,  the  chamberlain  Teplow,  the  attorney 
general  Glebow,  baron  Orlow  major  of  the  guards,  and 
many  others  of  the  great  officers  and  fir  ft  nobility  of  the 
Empire,  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  to  dethrone  the  czar, 
who  was  now  univerfally  hated  ;  and,  what  was  more  fatal 
to  him,  univerfally  defpifed. 

They  allured  themfelves  that  their  actions  could  not  be 
difagreeable  to  the  emprefs;  whofe  conduct  had  always  been 
the  very  reverfe  of  that  of  her  confort.  This  princefs  find- 
ing that  the  affections  of  her  hufband  were  irrecoverably 
alienated,  endeavoured  to  fet  up  a  feparate  and  indepen- 
dent intereft  in  her  own  favour,  and  for  afferting  the  rights 
of  her  fon.  She  therefore  affiduoufly  cultivated  the  affec- 
tions of  the  Ruffian  nation,  and  paid  a  refpect  to  their  man- 
ners and  religion,  in  the  fame  degree  that  her  hufband 
feemed  to  contemn  them. 

So  ill  was  the  czar  ferved,  that  this  confpiracy  was  grown 
general,  without  his  receiving  the  leafL  notice  of  it,  and 
he  remained  in  perfect  fecurity,  whilft  the  fenate 
June  28.  and  the  clergy  were  affembled  to  pafs  the  fentence 
of  his  depofition.  At  this  time  the  emprefs  and  he 
were  both  abfent  from  the  capital  at  different  country  feats. 
The  emprefs,  as  foon  as  fhe  found  that  the  defign  was  declar- 
ed, got  on  horfe-back,  and  with  all  poffible  fpeed  arrived  at 
Peterfnurg.  She  immediately  harangued  the  guards,  who 
chearfully  and  unanlmon.il y  declared  in  her  favour,  and  pro- 
claimed her  emprefs  of  Ruffia  independently  of  her  hufband. 
She  then  addreffed  herfelf  to  the  clergy,  and  the  chief  of  the 
nobility,  who  applauded  her  refolution  ;  and  all  or4ers  im- 
mediately took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  her  as  fole  emprefs. 
She  was  no  fooner  acknowledged  in  this  manner,  than, 
without  lofirg  a  moment's  time,  fhe  marched  from  Peterf- 
burg  towards  the  emperor  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops. 

This  prince  was  indulging  himfelf  in  indolent  amufe- 
ments,  and  lulled  in  the  moil:*  profound  fecurity  at  a  houfe 
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of  pleafure,  called  Oraniebaum  on  the  Tea  ihore,  when  a 
foldier  brought  him  an  account  that  his  kingdom  was  taken 
away  from  him. 

Aftonifhed,  and  wholly  unprepared  for  this  event,  he  was 
fome  time  fenfelefs,  and  entirely  at  a  lofs  what  part  to  take. 
When  he  was  rouzed  from  this  trance  by  the  approaching 
danger,  his  firfl  fuggeftion  was  to  defend  the  place  with  his 
Holflein  guards ;  but  tho'  fatisfied  of  their  attachment,  he 
doubted  their  ftrength,  and  he  knew  it  was  in  vain  to  hope 
for  any  effort  in  his  favour  from  the  Ruffians. 

Nothing  then  remained  but  flight,  by  which  he  might 
efcape  to  Holflein,  and  wait  fome  favourable  turn  of  fortune. 
This  late  lord  of  powerful  fleets  and  armies  embarked  in 
a  fmall  veflel,  and  with  a  few  attendants,  rowed  towards 
Cronftadt ;  but  he  had  not  proceeded  very  far,  when  he 
was  informed  that  this  fortrefs  was  in  the  hands  of  his  ene- 
mies, and  that  every  avenue  for  efcape  was  fhut  againiT  him. 
Dejected  and  defponding  he  returned  to  Oraniebaum.  Af- 
ter fome  fhort  and  tumultuous  deliberation,  he  refoived  to 
abandon  all  thoughts  of  defence,  and  to  throw  himfelf  on 
the  compafTicn  of  the  emprefs. 

On  her  march  fhe  met  his  meffengers,  who  brought  let- 
ters containing  a  renunciation  of  the  empire,  and  flipulating 
no  other  terms  than  leave  to  return  to  Holflein,  and  the 
fatisfaclion  of  taking  with  him,  as  the  companion  of  his  re- 
treat, the  countefs  of  Woronzoff  and  one  fingle  friend. 

Reafons  of  flate  could  not  permit  the  emprefs  to  confent 
to  the  firfl  of  thofe  terms,  and  the  lafl  could  not  be  very 
flattering  to  her.  His  terms  were  rejected  ;  and  he  was  re- 
quired to  fign  an  unconditional  refignation  of  his  crown,  ac- 
cording to  a  form  that  was  prepared  for  him.  Not  fatisfied 
with  depriving  him  of  his  crown,  it  was  thought  fit  to  make 
him  the  murderer  of  his  own  reputation  ;  and  this  unfortu- 
nate prince,  moved  with  the  vain  hope  of  life,  figned  a  paper 
declaring  his  conviction  of  his  inability  to  govern  the  empire, 
either  as  a  fovereign,  or  in  any  other  capacity,  and  his  fenfe 
of  the  diflrefs,  in  which  his  continuing  at  the  head  of  affairs 
would  inevitably  involve  it.  After  he  had  figned  this  abdi- 
cation, he  gave  up  his  fword,  and  was  conducted 
to  prifon,  where  in  a  fhort  time,  but  according  to  July  6. 
what  had  been  nniverfally  expected,  he  died.  The 
difcrder,   which    killed   him,    was  called  an   hemorrhoidal 
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Thus  was  a  revolution  of  fuch  immenfe  importance  effect- 
ed in  a  Tingle  day,  and  without  fhedding  a  Tingle  drop  of 
blood.  The  unfortunate  emperor  enjoyed  the  power,  of 
which  he  had  made  fo  imprudent  and  impolitic  an  ufe,  no 
longer  than  fix  months.  His  wife,  without  any  hereditary 
title,  is  fovereign  miftrefs  of  the  Ruffian  empire;  and  the 
moff.  abfolute  power  on  earth,  is  now  held  by  an  ele6tive 
monarch. 

Immediately  on  this  revolution  a  number  of  manifefloes 
appeared,  in  which  the  conduct  of  the  late  czar  was  fe- 
verely  condemned,  the  weaknefs  of  his  perfonal  character 
expoied,  and  defigns  of  the  blacker!  kind,  even  that  of  mur- 
dering his  confort,  attributed  to  him.  Thofe  manifeftoes 
at  the  fame  time  were  filled  with  the  ftrongefl:  declarations 
of  affection  from  the  emprefs  to  the  fubjects  of  Ruffia,  of  re- 
gard to  their  interefts,  and  of  attachment  to  their  religion  ; 
and  they  are  all  filled  with  fuch  unaffected  and  fervent  drains 
of  piety,  as  muft  needs  prove  extremely  edifying  to  thofe 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  fentiments  of  pure  religion, 
by  which  great  princes  are  generally  animated  on  occafions 
of  this  nature. 

Nothing  could  be  more  able  than  the  conduct  of  the  em- 
prefs, fmce  her  acceffion  to  the  throne.  In  almofl  all  re- 
fpects  it  was  the  very  reverfe  of  that  of  her  hufband.  She 
difmiiTed  all  foreigners  from  her  confidence  and  fervice  ; 
Cat  fent  away  the  Holflein  guards,  and  chofe  Ruffian,  whofe 
antient  uniform  was  revived  with  luftre,  the  emprefs  her- 
felf  frequently  condefcending  to  appear  in  it.  The  clergy 
were  reffored  to  their  poiieffions,  and  their  beards.  She 
conferred  ail  the  great  polls  of  the  empire  on  native  Ruffi- 
ans, and  entirely  threw  herfelf  on  the  affections  of  that  peo- 
ple to  whom  me  ov/ed  her  elevation. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.     V. 

Effefl  of  the  revolution  in  Ruffia  on  the  king  of  Pruffia^s  af- 
fairs. Situation  of  the  new  emprefs.  She  adopts  a  neu- 
trality. Ruffian  conquefs  reftored.  Ruffians  quit  the 
Pruffian  camp.  King  of  Prujfia  draws  marjhal  Daun 
from  Bvckerfdorjf.  Schweidnitz  befteged.  Marfial  Lau- 
dohn  attacks  the  prince  of  Bevern.  Is  repulfed.  Difpo- 
fition  of  the  French  and  allied  armies.  Broglio  removed. 
Battle  of  Grabenflein.  French  defeated.  Lord  Granby 
drives  the  French  from  Hombourg.  Prince  Xavier  of  Sax- 
ony defeated.  Gottingen  evacuated.  French  army  called 
from  the  Lower  Rhine. 

THIS  great  change  in  the  government  of  Ruffia,  it  was 
univerfally  feared,  would  be  followed  by  a  total 
change  of  fyftem  with  regard  to  foreign  affairs.  The  peace 
and  alliance  with  the  king  of  Pruffia  were  very  unpopular 
meafures  in  Mufcovy.  It  was  not  probable  that  the  clofe 
and  intimate  conne&iofi  which  had  fubfifted  between  the 
king  of  Pruffia  and  the  late  czar,  could  greatly  recommend 
him  to  the  fucceflbr.  And  as  it  was  imagined  that  this  re- 
volution muft  have  been  in  a  great  degree  owing  to  the 
machinations  of  thofe  courts,  whom  the  czar  had  irritated 
by  withdrawing  from  their  alliance,  there  was  the  greater 
reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  power,  which  was  now  fet  up, 
would  be  exerted  in  their  favour. 

There  were  alfo  great  advantages  on  the  fide  of  Ruffia, 
if  the  emprefs  mould  not  hold  the  peace  concluded  by  her 
late  hufband  to  be  binding  on  her,  as  none  of  the  conquefls 
were  at  this  time  evacuated.  Every  thing  feemed  to  con- 
fpire  towards  plunging  the  king  of  Pruffia  into  the  abyfs  of 
his  former  diflrefles,  after  he  had  emerged  from  them,  on- 
ly for  fuch  a  time,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  them 
more  bitter  and  infupportable. 

Fortunately,  however,  for  this  wonderful  man,  the  em- 
prefs, who  had  come  to  the  Ruffian  throne  in  the  extraor- 
dinary manner  that  we  have  feen,  could  not  look  upon  her- 
felf  as  fufficiently  fecure  to  undertake  again  a  war  of  fo  much 
importance  as  that  which  had  been  juft  concluded.  It  was 
neceflary,  for  fome  time  at  leaft,  that  fhe  mould  confine 
her  attention  folely  to  her  own  fafety.     Therefore  it  was 

expedient 
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expedient  to  collet,  within  itfelf,  all  the  force  of  the  em- 
pire, in  order  to  oppofe  it  to  the  defigns  of  the  many  mal- 
contents, with  which  that  empire  always  abounds,  and 
who,  though  not  attached  to  the  intereft  of  the  late  czar, 
and  little  inclined  to  revenge  his  fate,  would  find  now  both 
inducement  and  opportunity  for  raifing  troubles  and  at- 
tempting new  changes.  Very  plaufible  pretences  for  fuch 
attempts  exifted  from  the  time  cf  Peter  the  Great;  who, 
whilft  he  improved  and  flrengthened  his  kingdom,  left 
in  it,  at  the  lame  time,  the  feeds  of  civil  wars  and  revo- 
lutions. 

Thefe  confederations,  whatever  her  defires  might  be, 
induced  the  czarina  to  continue  fo  much  of  the  fyftem  of 
her  predeceffor,  as  coincided  with  her  fituation.  She  there- 
fore declared  to  the  king  of  PrufTia's  minifters,  "  that  fhe 
was  refolved  to  obferve  inviolably,  in  all  points,  the  perpe- 
tual peace  concluded  under  the  preceding  reign,  that  never- 
thelefs  me  had  thought,  proper  to  bring  back  to  Ruffia,  by 
the  neareft  roads,  all  her  trocps  in  Silefia,  Pruffia,  and  Po- 
merania." 

It  was  not  the  critical  fituation  alone  of  the  czarina 
which  produced  this  moderation  ;  the  prudent  behaviour 
of  his  Pruffian  majefty,  during  the  time  of  his  connection 
with  the  late  czar,  had  a  confiderable  fhare  in  reconciling 
the  mind  of  this  emprefs  to  him,  and  of  perpetuating  fome- 
thing  like  the  fame  friendfliip,  with  interefls  fo  very  differ- 
ent. The  Ruffian  fenate,  flaming  with  refentment  againft 
this  monarch,  and  againft  their  late  fovereign  ;  and  the 
emprefs,  full  of  fufpicion  that  the  conduct  of  the  latter 
might  have  been  influenced  by  the  councils  of  the  former, 
fearched  eagerly  amongft  the  papers  of  the  late  emperor 
for  elucidation  or  proofs  of  this  point.  They  found  indeed 
many  letters  from  the  king  of  PrufTia  ;  but  in  a  {train  abfo- 
lutely  different  from  what  they  apprehended.  The  king  of 
Pruffia  had,  as  far  as  prudence  would  admit,  kept  a  referve 
and  diflance  in  regard  to  the  rafh  advances  of  this  unhappy 
ally.  Too  experienced  to  be  carried  away  by  his  inconh- 
derate  impetuofity,  he  gave  him  much  falutary,  though 
fruitlefs,  advice;  he  counfelled  him  to  undertake  nothing 
againft  the  emprefs  his  confort ;  to  defift  from  the  war 
with  Denmark  ;  to  attempt  no  changes  in  the  religion  and 
fundamental  laws  of  the  country  ;  and  not  to  think  of  com- 
ing into  Germany. 

On 
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On  hearing  thefe  letters  read,  the  emprefs  is  faid  to  have 
burft  into  tears  of  gratitude,  and  made  in  confequence  the 
ftrongeft  declarations  in  favour  of  this  prince.  They  were 
not  without  effect.  Orders  had  been  given  with  relation 
to  Pruffia,  which  threatened  a  renewal  of  hoftilities.  They 
were  foon  fufpended.  The  army  of  the  Ruffians  was  in- 
deed feparated  from  that  of  Pruflia  ;  but  all  the  important 
places,  which  the  Ruffians  had,  with  fo  much  bloodfhed, 
and  through  fo  many  difficulties  acquired,  and  which  gave 
them  the  command  of  every  thing  elfe  that  remained  to  the 
king,  were  faithfully  reftored. 

This  change  from  a  ftricl:  alliance  to  a  cold  neutrality, 
though  it  made  no  fmall  difference  in  the  Pruffian  affairs, 
yet,  all  things  confidered,  muft  be  regarded  as  an  efcape, 
and  as  a  deliverance  almoft  as  wonderful  as  his  former. 
However,  this  circumftance  could  not  fail  of  infpiring  fome 
degree  of  confidence  into  his  enemies,  which  the  king  of 
Pruffia  endeavoured  above  ail  things  to  prevent. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  July,  the  orders  arrived  at  the  allied 
camp  from  Peterfburg,  for  the  Ruffians  to  feparate  them- 
felves  from  his  army,  and  return  without  delay  to  their  own 
country.  The  king,  withou  being  confounded  by  this 
fudden  order,  and  inftead  of  fbckening  his  efforts  on  ac- 
count of  this  defertion,  refolved  to  fall  with  vigour,  and 
without  delay,  upon  marfhal  Daun,  and  to  attack  him  be- 
fore the  news  of  this  change  could  reach  him.  Since  he 
could  no  longer  profit  by  the  arms  of  the  Ruffians,  he  en- 
deavoured to  profit  at  lead  by  their  appearance  in  his  camp. 
The  very  next  day  therefore  he  attacked  the  Auftrian  army, 
whofe  right  wing  occupied  the  heights  of  Buckerfdorff; 
drove  them  from  that  eminence,  and  from  fome  villages 
where  they  were  advantageoufly  ported.  The  fuccefs  was 
not  owing  only  to  the  fpirit  of  the  actual  attack,  but  to  an 
apprehenfion  of  the  Auftrians,  that  the  whole  united  army 
of  the  Pruffians  and  Mufcovites  was  on  the  point  of  engag- 
ing them.  The  king  of  Pruffia  made  an  ufe  of  thofe  allies, 
in  the  moment  they  deferted  him. 

This  lively  attack  was  made  with  a  lofs  only  of  three 
hundred  men  on  the  fide  of  the  Pruffians  ;  the  number  of 
the  Auftrians  killed  is  not  known.  The  prifoners  amount- 
ed to  one  thoufand  ;  and  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon  were 
taken.  It  was  indeed  no  more  than  an  affair  of  pofts;  but 
its  confequences  were  important ;  for  the  communication 
N  n  n  of 
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of  the  Impel  ialifts  witii  Schweidnitz  was  now  entirely  and 
finally  cut  oft' ;  they  could  not  attempt  any  thing  confide- 
rable  for  the  relief  of  that  place.  Prince  Henry  held  them 
in  continual  alarm  for  Bohemia,  and  a  great  part  of  their 
attention,  and  no  fmall  part  of  their  forces  were  kept  con- 
tinually engaged  upon  that  fide. 

The  king  of  Prurtia  having  thus  pufhed  back  marfhal 
Daun,  inverted  Schweidnitz,  and  laid  fiege  to  that  impor- 
tant fortrefs  before  his  face.  This  was  the  fourth  time 
which  that  place  had  been  befieged  fince  the  beginning  of 
this  war  ;  and  this  circumrtance  alone  might  fuffice  to  mew 
the  many  and  extraordinary  changes  of  fortune  which  dif- 
tinguifhed  thefe  campaigns.  We  apprehend  no  inrtance 
has  happened  before  of  any  place  like  this  of  real  rtrength 
being  fo  often  fucceiTively  taken  and  retaken  in  the  courfe  of 
a  fingle  war. 

As  Schweidnitz  is  the  key  of  Silefia,  and,  though  not 
quite  a  regular  place,  is  notwithstanding  well  fituated  and 
well  fortified  ;  as  the  garrifon  amounted  to  nine  thoufand 
men,  commanded  by  a  good  officer,  and  affifted  by  a  very 
experienced  engineer,  and  as  two  great  armies  of  the  ene- 
my obferved  all  his  motions,  it  was  neceffary  to  make  the 
difpofitions  for  the  fiege  with  uncommon  care.  His  infant- 
ry were  encamped  on  the  heights  behind  Schweidnitz.  Hi.s 
cavalry  formed  a  chain  in  the  plains  of  Keintzerdorf,  to  be 
nearer  the  camp  of  the  prince  of  Wirtemberg,  which  was 
fituated  fo  as  to  prevent  any  enterprize  from  the  county  of 
Glatz.  The  prince  of  Bevern  commanded  a  flrong  corps, 
which  ported  itfelf  advantageoufly  near  Cofel.  One  under 
general  Werner  did  the  fame  at  Noifia. 

By  thefe  difpofitions  the  PrurTian  convoys  were  protect- 
ed, the  principal  places  in  Silefia  guarded,  the  fiege  of  Sch- 
weidniz  covered,  and  an  eafy  communication  preferved  be- 
tween all  the  detached  corps  employed  in  thefe  feveral  fer- 
vices. 

The  effects  of  this  wife  difpofition  were  foon  felt.  Mar- 
fhal Daun,  defpairing  to  fucceed  againft  the  army,  which,, 
under  the  king  in  perfon,  covered  the  fiege  of  Schweidnitz, 
endeavoured  to  break  this  chain,  and  by  that  means  diftrefs 
the  Pruifians  who  were  carrying  on  the  fiege.  Laudohn 
was  therefore  detached,  with  a  very  fuperior  force,  to  at- 
tack the  prince  of  Bevern,  and  to  drive  him  from  the  ad- 
vantageous port  he  occupied.     This  attack  was  made  with 

all 
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all  the  celerity  and  refolution,  which  diftinguifh  the  opera- 
tions of  this  brave  officer.  But  the  prince,  mindful  of  the 
difgrace  he  had  formerly  fuffered  in  this  province,  oppofed 
him  with  fuch  conftancy  and  perfeverance,  that  the  king  of 
PrufTia  had  time  to  come  to  his  relief.  The  Auftrians  were 
then  put  between  two  fires/  routed,  and  purfued  with  a  ter- 
rible {laughter. 

This  attempt  being  defeated,  the  king  of  PrufTia  met 
with  nodilturbance  in  his  preparations  for  the  fiege,  and  the 
trenches  were  opened  on  the  night  of  the  8th  of  July. 

Whilfl  the  king  of  PrufTia  was  making  this  advantageous 
ufe  of  his  fortune,  the  armies  of  the  French  and  the  allies 
in  Weftphalia  were  not  inactive.  Among  the  commanders 
of  the  former  a  great  difunion  had  long  prevailed.  The 
marfhals  de  Broglio  and  de  Soubife  had  mutually  accufed 
each  other ;  the  camp  and  the  court  were  for  fome  time 
entirely  diffracted  with  the  cabals  of  the  partizans  of  thefe 
officers.  The  refult  was  not  favourable  to  marfhal  Broglio. 
In  him  the  French  court  was  obliged  to  recal,  and  in  fome 
meafure  to  difgrace,  one  of  the  very  beft  of  their  officers. 
A  fufpicicn,  and  that  not  weakly  founded,  prevailed  againff. 
this  general,  that  unable  to  bear  a  competitor  in  fame,  or 
an  afibciatein  command,  he  had  often,  in  order  to  difgrace 
thofe  with  whom  he  was  to  act,  neglected  to  improve  his 
favourable  opportunities ;  and  that  in  fome  inftances,  by  his 
conduct,  he  had  purpofely  occafioned  fome  failures,  and 
even  defeats.  This  was  a  fault  which  no  great  qualities  in 
an  officer  could  compenfate.  He  was  therefore  removed 
from  his'command,  and  the  conduct,  of  the  army  left  to  the 
prince  de  Soubife,  who  was  infinitely  beloved  by  the  fol- 
diers  for  his  generous  and  benevolent  difpofition  ;  and  mar- 
fhal d'Etrees,  who  has  been  fo  often  mentioned  in  the  courfe 
of  this  fnflory,  was  afTcciated  with  him.  * 

The  plan  of  the  campaign,  on  the  part  of  the  French, 
did  not  differ  much  from  that  which  had  been  formerly 
purfued.  They  had,  as  before,  two  armies  ;  this  under  the 
prince  de  Soubife  and  marfhal  d'Etrees  on  the  Wefer,  and 
another  under  the  prince  de  Conde  on  the  Lower  Rhine. 

The  difpofition  of  the  allies  was  alfo  but  little  varied.  The 
hereditary  prince  was  polled  in  the  bifhoprick  of  Munfler, 
to  watch  the  latter  of  thefe  armies ;  and  prince  Ferdinand  in 
perfon,  with  the  body  of  the  army,  lay  behind  the  Dymel 
to  make  head  againfl  the  former.  So  little  had  the  French 
N  n  n  2  profited 
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profited  by  their  fuperior  numbers,  and  fuperior  refources 
in  this  continental  war,  and  fo  little  decifive  ufe  had  they 
made  even  of  Tome  advantages  in  the  field,  that  this  cam- 
paign commenced  very  nearly  in  the  fame  place,  and  they 
contended  for  pretty  much  the  feme  objects,  which  they 
had  ftruggled  for  in  the  two  preceding  years. 

So  fuperior  was  the  genius  of  prince  Ferdinand,  that  un- 
der many  difadvantages  he  was  the  firft.  to  commence  offen- 
five  operations.  The  ftroke  he  (truck  on  this  occafion  would 
fuffice  alone  to  rank  him  with  the  firit.  commanders  of  his 
age.  His  abilities  throughout  the  war  have  never  fhone 
out  with  more  luftre  than  in  this  campaign,  which  conclu- 
ded it. 

The  French  army  was  mofi  advantageoufly  polled,  both 
for  command  of  the  country,  and  for  ftrength,  near  a  place 
called  Graebenftein,  in  the  frontiers  of  Heffe  ;  their  center 
occupied  an  advantageous  eminence ;  their  left  wing  was 
almoft  inacceffible  by  feveral  deep  ravines,  and  their  right 
was  covered  by  the  village  of  Graebenftein,  by  feveral  ri- 
vulets, and  a  flrong  detached  body  under  one  of  their  befl 
officers,  monfieur  de  Cailries. 

In  this  fituation  they  imagined  they  had  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  attempts  of  prince  Ferdinand,  whofe  army,  be- 
fides  the  inferiority  of  its  numbers,  was  feparated  in  fuch  a 
manner,  and  in  fuch  diftant  places,  that  they  judged  it  im- 
poflible  it  could  unite  in  any  attack  upon  their  camp.  But 
whilft  they  enjoyed  themfelves  in  full  fecurity,  the  ftorm 
was  preparing  to  fall  upon  them  from  all  quarters. 

A  confiderable  corps  of  the  allied  army,  under  general 
Luckner,  was  pofled  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Wefer,  near 
Eimbecke,  on  the  Leine.  He  lay  there  to  obferve  prince 
Xavier  of  Saxony,  who  was  encamped  between  the  Werra 
and  Gottingen.  But  if  he  watched  the  prince,  the  prince 
alfo  watched  him.  When,  therefore,  he  had  orders  to 
quit  this  poft,  that  he  might  co-operate  in  the  grand  defign, 
he  left  a  fmall  party  of  his  corps  in  his  ftation,  by  which  he 
deceived  the  prince  of  Saxony  ;  and  marching  in  the  night 
with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  he  croffed  the  Wefer,  turned  the 
right  of  the  French  army,  and,  without  being  discovered, 
placed  himfelf  upon  their  rear.  General  Sporcken  at  the 
fame  time  placed  himfeif  fo  as  to  attack  the  fame  wing  in 
flank.     Prince  Ferdinand  croiled   the  Dymel,  in  order  to 

fall 
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fall  upon  their  center.     The  attack  on  the  enemy's  left  was 
commanded  by  lord  Granby. 

Thefe  preparations  were  made  with  fo  much  judgment, 
celerity,  and  good  order,  that  the  French  had  not  perceiv- 
ed the  approach  of  the  allies,  when  they  found 
themfelves  attacked  with  infinite  impetuofity  in  June  24. 
front,  flank,  and  rear.  The  battle  was  fcarcely 
begun,  when  they  thought  of  nothing  but  flight.  The 
corps  under  monfieur  de  Caftries  had  time  to  retreat  in  to- 
lerable order,  and  without  any  great  lofs.  But  it  did  not 
fare  fo  well  with  their  center,  and  their  left,  which  were 
oppofed  by  the  calm  refolution  of  prince  Ferdinand,  and  the 
generous  courage  of  Granby. 

As  the  French  placed  all  their  hopes  rather  in  retreat 
than  combat,  an  entire  rout  mud  have  enfued,  if  monfieur 
Stainville,  who  commanded  on  the  left,  had  not  thrown 
himfelf  with  the  flower  of  the  French  infantry  into  a  wood, 
which  enabled  him,  at  the  expence  of  the  heft  part  of  it, 
to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  army.  Here  this  brave  and  ac- 
complifhed  officer  made  a  refolute  {land,  and  for  a  long  time 
fuftained  the  whole  weight  of  the  allies.  His  corps  was  a 
devoted  facriflce.  All  but  two  battalions  were  cut  to  pieces 
or  made  prifoners.  The  other  bodies,  covered  by  this  re- 
folute manoeuvre,  made  a  fhift  to  fhelter  themfelves  under 
the  cannon  of  CafTel,  or  precipitately  efcaped  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  Fulda. 

Thus  did  the  French  army,  by  the  virtue  of  monfieur 
de  Stainville,  efcape  a  total  defeat ;  but  the  confequences 
of  the  action  were  not  recovered  during  the  whole'  cam- 
paign. They  loft  much  credit  both  in  point  of  refolution 
and  generalfhip.  Their  infantry,  in  this  engagement,  con- 
fifted  of  one  hundred  battalions,  when  that  of  the  allies  was 
compofed  but  of  fixty.  The  common  men  made  prifoners 
by  the  allies  on  this  occafion  were  two  thoufand  (even  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  and  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fixty-two 
officers  v/ere  taken.  The  Englifh  loft  but  a  few  men  killed, 
and  no  officer  of  rank  but  lieutenant-colonel  Townfhend  (a), 

who 

(a)  This  col.  Townjhcnd  was  fecond  fon  to  the  hon.  Thomas 
Townjhend,  Efq  ;  He  had  diitinguifhed  himfelf  on  fevera]  occa- 
fions.  At  Guadaloupe  he  was  pufhed  overboard  in  the  landing  of 
the  troops,  but  his  black  faved  his  life  by  jumping  after  him.  In 
the  laft  campaign  in  Germany,  he  was  mot  through  the  arm,  and 
in  this  engagement  he  loft  his  life,  feeking  the  poll  of  honour  that 
his  duty  did  not  require. 


470  The  History  of  the  War.  1762. 

who  fell  with  great  glory  to  himfelf,  and  to  the  regret  of 
the  whole  army. 

Every  thing  in  the  conduct  of  prince  Ferdinand  appears 
the  effect  of  a  Avell-digelled  plan  ;  and  one  great  action 
compleated  always  helps  to  diiclofe  a  feries  of  bold,  mafter- 
ly,  and  connected  defigns. 

As  foon  as  the  enemy  was  diflodged  from  their  flrong  port, 
ufe  was  made  of  this  advantage  (whilft  the  French,  under 
the  hurry  and  confufion  of  their  late  misfortune,,  were  un- 
able to  provide  againfr.  unexpected  accidents)  to  pufh.  for- 
ward a  body  of  the  Englifn  under  lord  Granby  and  lord  Fre- 
derick Cavendifh.  The  French  could  fcarcely  imagine, 
that,  whilil  they  were  in  poffeffion  of  fo  flrong  a  place  as 
Caflel,  and  commanded  an  army  fo  fuperior  in  numbers  to 
the  allies,  that,  whilft  prince  Ferdinand  braved  them  in 
front,  they  fhould  find  one  of  his  detachments  upwards  of 
thirty  miles  behind  them.  In  this  emergency,  monfieur  de 
Rochambeau  perceiving  their  motions,  haftily  collected 
fome  brigades  of  infantry  and  cavalry  at  Horn- 
July  6.  bourg,  to  prevent,  ifpoflible,  the  communicati- 
on of  the  grand  army  with  Francfort  from  being 
cut  off.  But  they  were  charged  with  fo  much  vigour  by 
the  two  Englifli  commanders,  that,  though  they  defended 
themielves  with  fpirit  for  fome  time,  they  were  in  the  if- 
iue  difperfed  with  confiderable  lofs.  They  were  obliged  to 
evacuate  that  tract  of  country.  Fritxlar,  Feitzberg,  and 
Lohr  ;  and  a! moil  all  the  important  pofts  in  the  fouth  part 
of  KeiTe  were  occupied  by  the  allies.  The  communicati- 
on with  Francfort,  from  whence  the  French  drew  their 
whole  fubfiftence,  was  abfolutely  intercepted. 

To  the  north  ofHeife  alfo  the  allies  were  not  lefs  active, 
nor    lefs  fuccefsftil :  they   obliged  prince  Xavier,  with  his 
Saxon  detachments,  to  abandon  his  advanced  port  on  the 
Leine,  and   unite  himfelf  to   the  grand  army.     They  got 
between  him  and  Gottingen,  by  which  the  French  garrifon 
there  was  left  without  lupport.     This  garrifon,  feeing   its 
communication  interrupted,  blew  up  a  part  of  the  fortifica- 
tions, and    attempted   a   retreat ;     but   finding   no   avenue 
open,  they   were  obliged  to  return  in  confufion.     Defpair- 
.!"  their  ability  to  hold  this  important  place,  they  thought 
themielves  happy,  when  at    length,  with  much 
Aug   16.  management  and  difficulty,  they  were  able  to  eva- 
cuate it  without  opposition. 

Prince 
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Prince  Xavier,  after  having,  as  we  faid  before,  quitted 
his  advanced  fituation  at  Morungen  in  the  territories  of  Ha- 
nover, united  himfelf  to  the  right  of  the  principal  army, 
which  was  ported  to  the  eaflward  of  the  Fulda,  not  far  from 
the  place  where  that  river  forms  an  angle  in  its  junction 
with  the  Werra.  In  this  angle  ftands  the  town  of  Munden, 
a  fortified  place,  in  which  the  French  had  a  garrifon.  Full 
of  confidence  from  this  fituation,  they  were  under  no  ap- 
prehenfions  :  but  the  generals  Zaftrow,  Gilfac, 
and  Waldhaufen,  palled  the  Fulda  in  their  fight,  July  23. 
and  under  a  heavy  fire  of  their  cannon.  The 
corps  of  the  two  former  officers  poffeffed  themfelves  of  a 
wood  on  the  enemy's  right  flank.  General  Waldhaufen, 
in  the  mean  time,  had  feized  the  village  of  Bonnevert, 
which  enabled  him  to  keep  the  garrifon  of  Munden  in 
check,  and  gave  him  alfo  an  opportunity,  whenever  the 
occafion  required   it,  of  falling  on  the  enemy's  rear. 

The  bold  pafiage  of  the  Fulda,  and  the  judgment  of  the 
fubfequenl  difpofitions,  infured  the  victory.  Prince  Xavier, 
for  a  good  while,  defended  himfelf  with  an  obftinate  refolu- 
tion ;  but  finding  his  flank  gained,  he  began  to  give  way. 
In  this  inftant  Waldhaufen,  who  had  hitherto  only  watch- 
ed the  ifiue  of  the  engagement,  threw  in  his  horfe  upon 
their  rear,  and  compleated  the  defeat. 

General  Stainville,  who  occupied  a  ftrcng  intrenched 
camp  in  the  neighbourhood,  feeing  the  party  of  the  prince 
of  Saxony  in  danger  of  being  totally  cut  to  pieces,  quitted 
his  intrenchments  with  his  whole  army  of  ten  thoufand 
men,  and  haftened  to  their  relief.  Prince  Frederick  of 
Brunfwick,  attentive  to  this  movement,  with  great  quick- 
nefs  feized  this  critical  opportunity,  entered  their  camp  the 
moment  they  had  left  it,  and  entirely  deftroyed  all  their 
works.  In  this  action  11 00  of  the  enemy  were  made  pri- 
foners. 

The  French  finding  their  communication  deftroyed, 
their  army  furrounded  and  harrafled  on  every  fide,  and 
without  intermifiion,  were  neither  able  to  advance  with  a 
profpeft  of  fuccefs,  or  to  retreat  with  any  hope  of  fafety. 
In  this  diilrefs  thev  had  nothing  left  but  to  call  their  army 
from  the  Lower  Rhine  to  their  afTifiance.  No  time  was  to 
be  loft.  Exprefs  after  exprefs  was  fent  tohaften  them.  In 
confequence  of  thefe  difpatches,  the  prince  of  Conde  ad- 
vanced   by   forced  marches  ;  the  hereditary   prince  ftuck 

clofe 
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clcfe  to  him,  and  kept  himfelf  in  readinefs  to  fall  upon  his 
corps,  when  a  favourable  opportunity  fhould  offer. 

In  the  mean  time  prince  Ferdinand  preffed  upon  Soubife's 
army.  Advantageoufly  as  they  were  htuated,  he  offered 
them  battle  for  a  whole  day.  Rather  than  rifque  an  en- 
gagement they  decamped  in  the  night,  and  quitted,  with- 
out an  action,  thofe  advantageous  grounds  called  the  heights 
of  Mulfingen,  where  they  could  not  be  attempted  without 
the  greateft  difficulty  and  hazard  ;  and  the  quitting  of  which 
gave  prince  Ferdinand  the  moil  important  advantages  over 
them. 

Never  were  military  operations  pufhed  with  more  viva- 
city, whilft  the  negotiation  for  peace  was  in  great  forward- 
nefs.  The  two  great  contending  courts  had  opened  confe- 
rences, whilft  their  armies  were  cutting  one  another  in  pie- 
ces :  but  prince  Ferdinand,  on  that  account,  rather  drain- 
ed than  flackened  his  efforts.  He  knew  that  the  negotiati- 
on for  peace  is  always  much  forwarded  by  the  operations 
the  campaign,  and  that  a  fuccefsful  action  often  haflenc 
decifion  of  a  contefied  article.  Perhaps  too  he  was  willing 
to  mew  in  England,  that  the  neceffity  of  making  peace 
ought  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  circumftances  of  that  part 
of  the  war  which  had  been  committed  to  his  care.  People 
imagined  they  could  difcern  fornething  like  coldnefs  to- 
wards this  great  commander  in  the  new  Britifh  miniftry; 
and  that  he,  on  his  fide,  feemed  rather  to  favour  that  party 
in  England  which  was  for  prolonging  the  war. 

CHAP.     VI. 
\ 

JVar  in  Portugal.  Plan  of  the  campaign.  Mirand,  Brag- 
atiza,  and  Chaves  taken.  Almeida  befeged  and  taken. 
Count  of  La  Lippe  arrives  in  Portugal.  Surprize  ofVa- 
lantiad?  Alcantara  >  by  general  Bar goyne.  Affair  of  Villa 
Velha.     Spaniards  retire. 

THE  events  of  the  war  in  Germany,  though  its  object 
was  not  more  interefting  than  that  in  Portugal,  feem 
to  rank  far  before  the  actions  of  the  latter  in  dignity  and 
importance.  They  naturally  occupy  the  firft  place,  and 
justify  a  more  minute  detail  in  an  hiftory  of  military  opera- 
tions. It  is  in  Germany  that  the  great  efforts  of  all  the 
great  powers  in  Europe   were  made  from  the   beginning. 

Here 
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Here  the  mod:  confiderable  armies  were  maintained  ;  here 
the  great  battles  were  fought  ;  and  on  this  theatre  the  great 
commanders  gave  a  full  fcope  to  their  genius.  Germany 
feems,  as  it  were,  the  natural  foil  of  hoftility;  but  Portu- 
gal, which  had  long  languifhed  in  a  tranquil  obfcurity,  could 
fcarce  furnifh  out  a  faint  image  of  war. 

Of  the  ftate  of  the  military  in  that  country  we  have  fpo- 
ken  in  a  preceding  chapter.  The  marine  was  not  on  a 
much  more  refpectablc  footing.  About  fix  or  feven  fhips 
of  the  line,  and  a  very  few  frigates,  compofed  all  the  naval 
force  of  Portugal  that  was  fit  for  fervice;  of  that  Portugal 
which  had  formerly  been  one  of  the  firft  maritime  powers 
in  Europe.  The  fortifications  in  that  kingdom  had  been; 
alfo  long  neglected,  and  fcarce  any  of  them  were  in  a  con- 
dition to  fuftain  a  regular  fiege. 

Portugal,  however,  pofieflfed  fome  advantages ;  but  they 
were  only  fuch  as  fhe  derived  from  her  weaknefs.  The  ex 
treme  barrennefs  and  poverty  of  the  country,  made  it  very 
difficult  for  an  army,  either  of  friends  or  enemies,  to  fub- 
fift  in  it.  The  badnefs  of  the  roads,  and  the  frequency  and 
fteepnefs  of  the  mountains,  which  occupy  the  greateft  part 
of  that  kingdom,  made  it  no  lefs  difficult  to  advance  with 
rapid  marches,  and  to  improve  the  advantages  of  the  cam- 
paign with  proper  expedition.  The  nature  of  the  country 
alfo  rendered  it  not  unfit  for  that  fpecies  of  defence,  which 
the  beft  force  it  had  was  beft  qualified  to  make  ;  that  is,  in 
the  way  of  an  irregular  war,  by  its  armed  peafantry;  for  the 
defiles  in  many  places  are  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  to  be  capa- 
ble of  being  maintained  by  a  fmall  and  undifciplined  body, 
againft  very  numerous  and  very  regular  forces.  And  the 
Portuguefe,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  were  animated 
with  fuch  a  fincere  and  inveterate  hatred  to  the  Spanifh 
name,  and  were  filled  with  fo  much  terror  at  the  profpeffc 
of  falling  a  fecond  time  under  the  government  of  that  nati- 
on, that  great  hopes  were  .entertained  of  their  exerting 
themfelves  to  the  utmoft  on  this  occafion,  and  of  their  rou- 
fing  that  natural  courage  in  wlych  the  Portuguefe  are  not 
deficient. 

Thefe  advantages,  however,  did  by  no  means  balance 
the  dangers  to  which  that  kingdom  was  expofed,  from  the 
joint  hoftility  of  France  and  Spain.  All  the  hope  of  Por- 
tugal was  centered  in  England,  for  whofe  fake,  and  inwhofe 
quarrel  me  had  been  drawn  into  this  unequal  conteft,  The 
O  o  o  greater 
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greater  the  weaknefs  of  Portugal  was,  the  more  confpicu- 
ous  were  the  magnanimity  and  refources  of  Great  Britain, 
who  made,  in  theclofeof  fo  expenfive  and  ruinous  a  war, 
fuch  aftonifhing  efforts,  and  who  was  in  a  condition  by  her 
ftrength  to  prop  up,  at  lead  for  a  time,  fo  very  feeble  a  fyf- 
tem.  She  fent  to  Portugal,  officers,  troops,  artillery,  arms, 
military  ftores,  provifions,  and  money,  every  thing  which 
could  enable  the  Portuguefe  to  exert  their  natural  ftrength, 
and  every  thing  which  could  fupply  that  ftrength  where  it 
was  deficient. 

When  the  Bourbon  courts  made  war  againft  Portugal, 
the  declared  object  was  to  prevent  Great  Britain  from  the 
military  and  commercial  ufe  of  the  ports  of  that  kingdom. 
As  it  was  impoflible  to  attain  this  object  by  naval  operati- 
ons, they  attempted  it  by  military  ones,  and  aimed  their 
principal  endeavours  at  the  two  great  ports,  to  which  the 
Englim  principally  reibrt,  Oporto  and  Lifbon.  The  pof- 
fefllon  of  thefe  two  objects  would  probably  have  finifhed 
the  war  in  their  favour  ;  the  pofleifion  of  either  of  them 
would  have  given  them  the  moft  decifive  advantages  in  it. 
With  this  view  three  inroads  were  to  be  made,  one  to 
the  north,  another  was  propofed  more  to  the  fouth,  whilft 
the  third  was  made  in  the  middle  provinces,  in  order  to 
fuftain  thefe  two  bodies,  and  preferve  the  communication 
between  them.  The  reader  muft  confider  this,  as  what  ap- 
pears from  their  defigns,  and  from  the  fteps  they  took  to 
execute  them,  to  have  been  their  geneiral  plan  ;  not  that 
it  was  ever  perfectly  executed  in  all  its  parts,  or  at  the  fame 
time. 

The   firft  body  which  commenced   hoftilities  was   com- 
manded by  the  marquis  de  Sarria.     This  army  entered  into 
the   north-eaft   angle    of  Portugal,  and    marched    towards 
Miranda.     This  town,  though  in  no  good  ftate  of  defence, 
might  have  delayed  them  in  their  progrefs ;  but  a  powder 
magazine  having  blown  up  by  accident,  the  fortifications 
were  ruined,  and  the  Spaniards,  before  they  had 
May  9.     raifed  their  firft  battery,  marched  into  the  town 
by  the  breaches  in  the  wall. 
Animated  by  this  eafy  and   fortunate  fuccefs,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Braganza,  a  confiderable  city,  from  whence  the 
royal  family  of  Portugal  derived  its  ducal  titles.     This  town 
made  no  greater  defence  than  Miranda.     From 
May  15.  thence    a  detachment    marched    to   Moncorvo, 
which  was  furrendered  in   the  like  manner;  and 

every 
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every  thing  was  cleared  before  them  to  the  banks  of  the 
Douro.  A  party  under  count  O'Reilly  made  a 
forced  march  of  fourteen  leagues,  in  two  days,  May  24. 
to  the  city  of  Chaves,  which  was  immediately 
evacuated.  By  thefe  fuccefles  they  became  mailers  of  al- 
moft  the  whole  of  the  extenfive  province  of  Tralos  Monies, 
and  their  progrefs  fpread  a  general  alarm.  Oporto  was  al- 
moft  given  up  as  loft;  and  the  admiralty  of  England  prepa- 
red tranfports  to  carry  off  the  effects  of  the  Britifh  factory. 
However,  the  body  which  had  traverfed  this  province  with- 
out refiftance,  attempting  to  crofs  the  Douro,  had  its  pro- 
grefs checked  on  that  fide.  The  peafants,  animated  and 
guided  by  fome  Englifh  officers,  and  feizing  a  difficult  pafs, 
repulfed  and  drove  them  back  to  Torre  de  Moncorvo.  They 
are  faid  to  have  been  guilty  of  fome  cruelties  to  the  Spanifh 
prifoners  who  fell  into  their  hands.  Thefe  cruelties  were 
afterwards  feverely  retaliated  upon  them.  Thefe  people, 
on  both  fides  naturally  ferocious,  had  not  been  fufficiently 
inured  to  war,  to  moderate  its  fury,  and  reduce  it  under 
laws  ;  they  hated  mutually,  and  they  gave  a  full  fcope  to 
their  hatred :  they  did  not  fee  each  other  as  foldiers,  but  as 
enemies. 

The  fecond  body  of  the  Spaniards,  which  we  have  men- 
tioned as  the  connective  link  between  the  two  others,  en- 
tered into  the  province  of  Beira,  at  the  villages  called  Val 
de  Mula  and  Val  de  Coelha.  They  were  joined  by  ftrong 
detachments,  amounting  to  almoft  "the  whole  army  in  Tra- 
los Montes,  and  immediately  laid  fiege  to  Almeida,  which, 
though  in  no  good  order,  was  the  ftrongeft  and  heft  provi- 
ded place  upon  the  frontiers  of  Portugal.  Befides,  it  was 
of  the  greateft  importance  from  its  middle  fituation,  as  the 
pofleflion  of  it  would  greatly  facilitate  the  operations  upon 
every  fide,  and  would  efpecially  tend  to  forward  an  attempt 
upon  Lifbon,  which  was  the  capital  object,  towards  which, 
at  this  time,  all  the  endeavours  of  the  Spaniards  feem  to  have 
been  directed. 

Almeida  was  defended  with  fufficient  refolution  ;  but  its 
fate  was  forefeen  as  foon  as  it  was  attempted,  there  being 
no  means  of  affording  relief  to  any  of  the  places 
befieged.     It  furrendered,  however,  upon  terms  Aug.  25. 


honourable  to  the  garrifon. 


The  Spaniards,  having  made  themfelves  mafters  of  this 
place,  overfpread  the  whole  territory  of  Caftei  Branco,  a 
O  o  o  2  principal 
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principal  difiriO:  of  the  province  of  Beira,  making  their  way 
to  the  fourhward,  until  they  approached  the  banks  of  the 
Tagus.  During  the  whole  of  their  progrefs,  and  indeed 
during  the  whole  campaign,  the  allied  troops  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Portugal  had  nothing  that  could  be  called  a  body 
of  an  army  in  the  field,  and  they  could  not  think  of  oppofmg 
the  enemy  in  a  pitched  battle.  All  that  could  be  done 
was  by  the  defence  of  paffes,  by  fkirmifh,  and  by  fur- 
prize. 

By  this  time  the  count  of  la  Lippe  Buckeburg  had  arri- 
ved in  Portugal.  Lord  Tyrawly,  who  had  been  fent,  at 
the  defire  of  the  court  of  Lifbon,  thither  before  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war,  being  difgufted  by  the  behaviour  of 
fome  perfons  at  court,  and  much  difappointed  in  his  expect- 
ations of  the  exertion  they  had  promifed  to  make  of  their 
own  force,  and  even  of  the  ufe  they  had  made  of  the  fuc- 
cours  from  England,  had  been  recalled  very  early  in  the 
campaign,  and  probably  not  contrary  to  his  own  incli- 
nation. 

It  is  impoflible  to  exprefs  the  joy  which  filled  the  whole 
nation  at  the  arrival  of  fo  celebrated  an  officer  as  the  count 
la  Lippe  to  their  afliftance.'  More  unanimity  was  now  ex- 
expected,  as  the  count  had  nothing  to  complain  of,  and 
came  an  entire  ftranger  to  all  the  fubjects  of  debate,  which 
had  hitherto  exifted  between  the  Britifh  general  and  the 
court  of  Lifhon. 

That  army,  which  we  have  mentioned  as  the  third  corps 
deftined  for  the  invafion  of  Portugal,  afiembled  on  the 
frontiers  of  Eftremadura,  with  an  intention  of  penetrating 
into  the  province  of  Alentejo.  Had  this  third  body  been 
joined  to  the  others  already  in  Portugal,  it  would  probably 
have  formed  fuch  an  army  as  might,  in  fpight  of  any  ob- 
struction, have  forced  its  way  to  Lifbon:  had  it  acted  fe- 
parately,  it  might  have  greatly  diffracted  the  defence,  fo  as 
to  enable  fome  other  body  to  penetrate  to  that  city.  It  was 
necefiary  to  prevent,  if  pcfTible,  their  entrance  into  Portu- 
gal ;  fince  their  mere  entrance  would  have  been  almoft 
equal,  in  its  confequences,  to   a  victory  on  their  fide. 

The  count  la  Lippe,  therefore,  formed  a  defign  of  at- 
tacking an  advanced  body  of  the  Spaniards,  which  lay  on 
their  frontiers,  in   a  town  called  Valentia  de  Alcantara,  as 
he  heard  that   they  had  here  amafTed   considerable  maga- 
zines. 
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zines.     The  conduct  of  this  important  enterprize  was  com- 
mitted to  brigadier  general  Burgoyne. 

This  gallant  and  able  officer,  though  at  a  diilance  of  five 
days  march,  and  in  fpight  of  all  the  difappointments  andob- 
ftructions  to  which  fervices  of  this  kind  are  fo  liable,  when- 
they  cannot  be  executed  immediately;  yet  effect- 
ed a  complete  furprize  on  the  town  of  Valentia  Aug.  27. 
de  Alcantara ;  took  the  general,  who  was  to  have 
commanded  in  the  intended  invafion,  one  colonel,  two 
captains,  and  feventeen  fubaltern  officers.  One  of  the 
beft  regiments  in  the  Spamfh  fervice  was  intirely  de- 
ftroyed. 

Although  they  were  difappointed  in  their  expectations  of 
finding  magazines  in  this  place,  the  effect  of  this  well-con- 
ducted enterprize  was  not  loft.  The  taking  of  this  general 
was  probably  the  caufe  which  prevented  the  Spaniards  from 
entering  into  the  province  of  Alentejo.  This  feemed  to 
have  been  for  feme  time  the  deftination  not  only  of  that 
particular  body,  but  alio  the  great  object  of  the  Spanifh 
army,  which  had  hitherto  acted  in  Beira.  The  former  of 
thefe  provinces  is  a  plain,  open,  fertile  country,  where  their 
cavalry,  in  which  confifted  the  chief  of  their  armv,  and  in 
which  lay  their  moll:  marked  fuperiority,  might  have  acted, 
and  acted  decifively  ;  whereas  the  latter  was  a  rough  moun- 
tainous region,  in  which  the  horre  were  fubfiired  with  dif- 
ficulty, and  could  be  of  little  fervice.  To  prevent,  there- 
fore, the  entry  of  the  Bourbon  army  from  any  quarter,  into 
Alentejo,  feemed  to  be  the  great  and  Tingle  object  of  the 
campaign  on  our  fide.  General  Burgoyne,  by  his  expedi- 
tion into  the  Spanifh  territories,  had  already  prevented  it  on 
one  part ;  and  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  the  fame  officer 
had  no  fmall  fhare  in  preventing  it  alfo  on  the  other. 

That  part  of  the  Bourbon  army,  which  acted  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  Caftel  Branco,  had  made  themfeh/es  matt- 
ers of  feveral  important  pafTes-,  which  they  obliged  fome 
bodies  of  the  Portuguefe  to  abandon.  They  attacked  the 
rear  of  the  combined  army,  which  was  paffing  the  river 
Alveito,  with  the  appearance  cf  a  retreat;  but,  in  reality, 
with  a  view  to  draw  them  infenfibly  into  the  mountainous 
tracts:  here  they  were  repulfed  with  lofs ;  but  Hill  they 
continued  matters  of  the  country;  and  nothing  remained 
but  the  pafiage  of  the  Tagus,  to  enable  them  to  take  up 
their  quarters  in  Alentejo. 

Burgoyne, 
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Burgoyne,  who  was  ported  with  an  intention  to  obrtruct 
them  in  their  paffage,  lay  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  with- 
in view  of  a  detached  camp,  compofcd  of  a  confiderable 
body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  lay  near  a  village  cal- 
led Villa  Velha.  As  he  obferved  that  the  enemy  kept  no 
very  foldierly  guard  in  this  port,  and  were  uncovered  both 
on  their  rear  and  their  flanks,  he  conceived  a  defign  offal- 
ling  on  them  by  fnrprize.  He  confided  the  execution  of 
this  defign  to  colonel  Lee,  who  turned  their  camp, 
Oct.  6.  fell  upon  their  rear  in  the  night,  made  a  confide- 
rable {laughter,  difperfed  the  whole  party,  destroy- 
ed their  magazines,  and  returned  with  fcarce  any  lofs. 
Burgoyne,  in  the  mean  time,  fupported  him  by  a  feint  at- 
tack in  another  quarter,  which  prevented  the  enemy's  be- 
ing relieved  from  the  adjacent  ports. 

This  advantage,  being  obtained  in  a  critical  moment,  was 
attended  with  important  confequences.  The  feafon  was  now 
far  advanced  ;  immenfe  rains  fell  at  this  time ;  the  roads 
were  deftroyed  ;  the  country  became  impracticable  ;  and  the 
Spaniards,  having  feized  no  advanced  ports  in  which  they 
could  maintain  themfelves  during  the  winter,  and  being  ef- 
pecially  unprovided  with  magazines  for  the  fupport  of  their 
horfe,  every  where  fell  back  to  the  frontiers  of  Spain,  where 
their  fupplies  were  at  hand,  and  where  they  were  not  liable 
to  be  harraffed  by  the  efforts  of  the  combined  army. 

In  this  manner  Portugal  was  faved,  at  leart  for  that  cam- 
paign, by  the  wife  conducl:  of  count  la  Lippe,  and  thedif- 
tinguifhed  valour  of  the  Englifh  commanders  and  foldiery : 
all  that  was  wanting  towards  their  deliverance  was  accom- 
plifhcd  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  Englifh  army  in  more  dirtant 
quarters,  and  by  the  peace,  in  which  fo  valuable  and  fo  ex- 
pofed  an  ally  was  net  neglected.  There  never  was  probab- 
ly fo  heavy  a  dorm  of  national  calamity,  ready  to  fall  upon 
an  unprovided  people,  fo  happily  averted,  or  fo  fpeedily 
blown  over.  Every  thing,  at  the  beginning  of  this  cam- 
paign, bore  the  moll  louring  and  ominous  aipect  to  the  af- 
fairs of  Great  Britain.  As  it  advanced,  the  iky  continual- 
ly cleared  up ;  and  the  fortune  of  no  nation,  towards  the 
clofe  of  it,  was  enlivened  with  a  more  brilliant  and  more 
unclouded  profperity.  We  fhall  now  proceed  in  the  relati- 
on of  thofe  fuccefies,  and  of  the  progrefs  of  the  Engliih 
arms  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  where  new  fcenes  of  dan- 
cer and  honour  were  now  opened  to  them. 
b  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VII. 

Expedition  againfi  Martinico.  Forces fent  thither.  Troops 
land  at  Cas  Navire.  Nature  of  the  country.  Attack  of 
the  pojis  near  Fort  Royal.  Fort  Royal  furrendered.  St. 
Pierre  and  the  whole  ifland  capitulate.  St.  Lucie,  Gre- 
nades, and  St.  Vincent  taken.  Preparations  for  ivar 
againfi  the  Spanifh  Wefl  Indies. 

TOwards  the  clofe  of  the  laft  Year,  it  was  determined 
to  relume  the  fcheme  of  operations  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies ;  where  nothing  had  been  attempted  fince  the  year 
1759.  DiftrefTed  as  the  French  trade  to  their  iflands  had 
been,  it  ftill  continued  a  refource  to  that  nation.  On  the 
other  hand,  nothing  could  poflibly  furnifh  us  with  places 
of  more  importance,  either  to  retain,  or  to  exchange  upon 
a  peace,  than  our  fuccefs  in  this  part  of  the  world.  Ano- 
ther confideration  had  probably  no  fmall  mare  in  directing 
our  arms  towards  that  quarter.  From  the  time  that  the 
difpofitions  of  Spain  had  become  equivocal,  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  take  fuch  fteps,  as  would  put  us  in  a  fefpedable  fi- 
tuation,  in  cafe  a  war  with  that  kingdom  mould  become 
unavoidable.  It  was  therefore  very  proper  to  have  a  ftrong 
armament  in  the  Weft  Indies,  that  fide  on  which  Spain  is 
moft  vulnerable,  and  in  which  every  wound  affects  a  part 
of  the  quickeft  fenfibility.  Accordingly  the  force  which 
was  fent  into  the  Weft  Indies  on  this  occafion  was  very 
great ;  and,  if  we  take  the  naval  and  military  together,  it  was 
fuch  an  armament  as  had  never  been  before  feen  in  that 
part  of  the  world.  It  was  certainly  very  right  to  leave  as  lit- 
tle to  hazard  as  poftible ;  and  when,  in  the  moft  frugal  me- 
thod of  proceeding,  a  great  many  men  muft  have  been 
1  employed,  and  a  great  deal  of  money  fpent,  it  would  have 
been  an  unpardonable  error,  from  a  consideration  of  almoft 
any  faving,  to  have  left  any  thing  imperfect;  efpecially  at 
a  time,  when  the  effect  of  every  operation  became  almoft 
hourly,  more  and  more  critical  and  deciftve. 

Every  thing  which  had  been  an  object  of  war  in  North 
America,  was  by  this  time  completely  acquired.  It  was 
therefore  eafy  to  draw  a  very  confiderable  part:  of  the 
army  from  thence.  Eleven  battalions  were  drawn  from 
New  York;  a  draught  was  alio  made  from  the  garrifon  of 
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Belleifle.  Thefe  were  reinforced  by  fome  troops  which 
had  been  fcattered  among  the  Leeward  Iflands;  fo  that 
the  whcle  land  armament  did  not  fall  very  fhort  of  twelve 
thoufarwi  men.  General  Monckton,  who  had  acquired  lb 
much  reputation  in  North  America,  and  had  received  a 
very  grievous  wound  at  the  taking  of  Quebec,  command- 
ed the  land  forces  in  this  expedition.  The  marine  was 
under  rear-admiral  Rodney. 

The  failure  in  1759  did  net  difcourage  our  adminiftra- 
tion  from  making  Martinico  the  object,  of  another  attempt. 
The  Englilli  Beet,  after  having  rendezvouzed  at  Barba- 
does,  came  before  this  ifland  on  the  7  th  of  January,  1762. 
The  troops  landed  at  a  creek  called  Cas  Navire  without 
the  lofs  of  a  man  ;  ,the  fleet  having  been  difpofed  fo  pro- 
perly, and  having  directed  their  fire  with  fuch  effect,  that 
the  enemy  was  obliged  in  a  fhort  time  to  abandon  the  bat- 
teries they  had  erected  to  defend  this  inlet. 

When  the  landing  was  effected,  the  difficulties  were  far 
from  being  at  an  end.  It  is  true,  that  neither  the  number 
nor  the  quality  of  the  enemy's  regular  troops  in  the  ifland 
werevery  formidable.  But  the  militia  was  numerous,  well 
armed,  and  not  unqualified  for  fervice  in  the  only  kind  of 
war,  which  could  be  carried  on  in  their  country.  Befides, 
the  whole  country  was  a  natural  fortification,  from  the 
number  of  ravines  with  rivulets  between  them,  which  lay 
from  diflance  to  diftance.  Wherever  thefe  grounds  were 
practicable,  the  French  had  ported  guards,  and  erected 
batteries.  It  is  eafy  from  hence  to  difcern  what  obftruc- 
tions  the  prcgrefs  of  an  army  was  liable  to,  particularly 
with  regard  to  its  artillery.  Thefe  obftructions  were  no 
wkere  greater  than  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place, 
againfl   which  the  firll   regular  attack  was  propofed. 

This  town  and  citadel  is  overlooked  and  commanded  by 
two  very  confiderable  eminences,  called  Morne  Tortenfon 
and  Morne  Gamier.  Whilft  the  enemy  kept  poiTeilion  of 
thefe  eminences,  it  was  impoflible  to  attack  the  town  ; 
if  they  loft  them,  it  would  prove  impoflible  to  defend  it. 
Suitable  to  the  importance  of  thofe  fituations  were  the 
meafures  taken  to  render  them  impregnable.  They  were 
protected,  like  the  other  high  grounds  in  this  ifland,  with 
very  deep  ravines;  and  this  great  natural  ftrength  was  im- 
proved by  every  contrivance  of  art.  The  Morne  Tortenfon 
was  firfl   to    b*  attacked.     To  favour    this,  operation,   a 

body 


TlieHon1'?6 
Rob^M OXCICT  OX 


1762.  The  History  of  the  War.  481 

body  of  regular  troops  and  marines  were  ordered  to  ad- 
vance on  the  right  along  the  fea-fide,  towards  the  town, 
in  order  to  take  the  redoubts  which  lay  in  the  lower  grounds. 
A  thoufand  failors  in  flat-bottomed  boats,  rowed  clofe  to 
the  more  to  alTift  them.  On  the  left,  towards  the  country, 
a  corps,  of  light  infantry,  properly  fupported,  was  to  get 
round  the  enemy's  left;  whilft  the  attack  in  the  centre  was 
made  by  the  Britifh  grenadiers  and  the  body  of  the  army, 
under  the  fire  of  batteries,  which  had  been  erected  on 
the  oppofite  fide  with  great  labour  and  perfeverance  ;  the 
cannon  having  been  dragged  upwards  of  three  miles  by  the 
feamen. 

The  difpofitions  for  the  attack  of  this  difficult  poft  ha- 
ving been  made  with  fo  much  judgment  on  the  part  of  the 
commander,  it  was  executed  with  equal  fpirit  and  refolu- 
tion  by  the  foldiery.  The  attack  fucceeded  in  every  quar- 
ter. With  irrefutable  impetuofity  the  enemy's  works  were 
fucceflively  carried.  They  were  driven  from  poll:  to  poft; 
until  our  troops,  after  a  fharp  ftruggle,  remained  mailers 
of  the  whole  Morne  ;  fome  of  the  enemy  fled  precipitately 
into  the  town,  to  the  very  entrance  of  which  they  were 
purfued.  Others  faved  themfelves  on  the  Morne  Gamier, 
which  was  as  ftrong,  and  much  higher  than  Morne  Torten- 
fon,  and  overlooked  and  commanded  it.  Thus  far  had  they 
proceeded  with  fuccefs;  but  nothing  decifive  could  be 
dene,  without  the  poiieftion  of  the  other  eminence,  our 
troops  being  much  molefted  by  the  enemy  from  that  fupe- 
rior  fituation. 

It  was  three  days  before  proper  difpofitions  could  be 
made  for  driving  them  from  this  ground.  Whilft  thefe 
difpofitions  were  making,  the  enemy's  whole  force  des- 
cended from  the  hill,  fallied  out  of  the  town,  and  attacked 
the  Englifh  in  their  advanced  pofts;  but  they  were  imme- 
diately repulfed:  and  the  ardour  of  the  Britifh  troops  hur- 
rying them  forward,  they  improved  a  defenfive  advantage 
into  an  attack,  paiTed  the  ravines,  mingled  with  the  enemy, 
fcaled  the  hill,  feized  the  batteries,  and  pofted  themfelves 
on  the  fummit  of  Morne  Gamier.  The  French  regular 
troops  efcaped  into  the  town.  The  militia  difperfed  them- 
felves in  the  country. 

All  the  fituations  which  commanded  the  town  and  cita- 
del were  now  fecured  ;  and  the  enemy  waited  no     f  u   A 
longer  than  until  the  batteries  againft  them  were  '  *" 

P  p  p  com- 


482  Tbe  History  of  the  War.  1762. 

completed  to  capitulate,   and  to  furrender  this   important 
place,  the  fecond  in  the  ifland.  (a) 

The  capital  of  the  ifland,  St.  Pierre,  flill  remained  to  be 

reduced : 


(a)  General  Moncktonz  Letter,  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Egre- 

mont. 

Head-Quarters  in  the  Ijlandof  Martinico.  Jan.  20,  1762. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  lordfhip,  that  we  left 
Barhadoes  the  5th  infi.ant,  anchored  in  Si.  Anne's  bay  in  this 
ifland  the  7 th ,  the  fliips  of  war  having  filenced  fome  batteries 
which  the  enemy  had  erected  there,  and  where  I  was  in  hopes  to 
have  been  able  to  have  landed  on  the  wellern  fide  of  the  bay,  and 
to  have  crofTed  over  to  Port  Royal  bay ;  but  the  difficulties  that 
would  have  attended  our  being  fupplied  with  provifions  and  ftores, 
added  to  the  fcarcity  of  frefh  water  in  that  part,  made  me  defift. 
I  then  thought  that  if  I  could  get  pofTeflion  of  Pidgeon  Ifland, 
a  fecure  anchorage  might  be  had  for  the  fleet  and  tranfports  in 
Port  Royal  harbour.  For  this  purpofe,  I  detached  two  brigades  of 
the  army,  under  the  command  of  brigadiers  Haviland  and  Grant , 
to  Ance  Darlet,  where  they  landed,  and  marched  to  the  ground 
oppofite  to  the  ifland  -,  but  finding  the  road  impafTable  for  cannon", 
which  were  neceiTary  for  the  reduction  of  that  ifland,  I  judged  it 
beft  for  his  majefly's  fervice,  to  proceed  (having  previoufly  recon- 
noitred the  fhore)  and  land  near  the  Cafe  des  Navires ;  which  we 
effected  on  the  1 6th,  without  any  moleitation,  the  fliips  of  war 
having  filenced  the  batteries  above  us.  I  had  forgot,  my  lord, 
to  mention,  that  with  the  above  command,  were  the  light  infan- 
try under  lieutenant  colonel  Scott,  who  were  advanced  the  night 
the  command  remained  there,  and  were  attacked  in  the  night  by 
three  companies  of  grenadiers,  fome  free-booters,  negroes  and 
mulattoes,  which  the  enemy  had  palled  over  from  Fort  Royal ;  but 
they  were  fo  warmly  received,  that  they  retreated  precipitately, 
leaving  fome  dead  ;  and  a  ferjeant  and  three  of  their  grenadiers 
taken  prifoners,  without  any  lofs  on  our  fide, 

We  are  now  encamped  upon  the  heights,  above  Cafe  des  Na- 
<viresy  ;  and  I  was  in  hopes,  before  this  time,  to  have  given  your 
lordfhip  more  fatisfactory  accounts  of  our  operations.  But  the 
ravines  or  gullys  we  have  to  pafs,  are  of  fuch  depth  and  difficulty 
of  accefs,  and  that  in  the  face  of  many  batteries  and  redoubts, 
with  the  whole  country,  as  well  mulattoes  and  negroes,  as  inha- 
bitants inarms,  and  without  being  able  to  procure  any  material 

in- 
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reduced:  this  is  alfo  a  place  of  no  contemptible  ftrength  ; 
and  it  was  apprehended  that  the  refiftance  here  mignc  be 
confiderable,  if  the  ftrength  of  the  garrilbn  in  any  degree 

cor- 


intelligence,  that  I  do  not  think  it  prudent  to  expole  his  majesty's 
troops  until  I  can  erect  batteries  to  cover  them,  which  we  are  at 
work  upon  with  the  utraoit  expedition. 

However,  my  lord,  I  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you,  that 
the  troops  continue  healtay,  although  they  have  been  necefTarily 
expoied  to  laying  on  their  arms,  and  are  in  the  higheft  fpirits  :  and 
I  don't  in  the  leaft  doubt,  but  that  I  fhall  be  able  to  execute  this 
principal  object  of  his  majefty's  commands,  of  which  I  fhall  give 
your  lordfhip  the  earlieil  notice. 

It  gives  me  great  pleafure  to  acquaint  your  lordfhip,  how 
much  I  am  indebted  to  admiral  Rodney,  for  the  afliftance  received 
from  the  fleet  under  his  command:  the  utmoft  harmony  has  fub- 
fified  hitherto,  and  I  am  perfuaded  will  continue  to  do  io. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  your  lordfhip  by  captain  IValJingbam, 
who  takes  home  the  admiral's  difpatches. 

/  have  the  honour  to  be,  Cffc. 

ROBERT  MONCKTON. 

Admiral  Rodney  s  Letter  to  Mr.  Cleveland. 

Cafe  Navire  Bay,  Martinico,  Jan.  19,  1762. 

SIR, 

IDefire  you  will  acquaint  their  lordihips,  that  I  arrived  at  Bar- 
badoes  on  the  22d  of  November,  having  parted  company  with 
the  fquadron  under  my  command  in  a  hard  gale  of  wind,  a  few 
days  after  we  left  the  channel. 

The  Foudroyant,  Modejle  and  Bafilifk,  joined  me  the  27th, 
the  Nottingham  and  Thunder  the  1  ft  of  December,  and  the  Van- 
guard, with  the  remainder  of  the  fquadron,  on  the  9th.  The 
'femeraire,  and  Action,  with  the  troops  from  Belleifie,  arrived  the 
14th  of  December,  and  major  general  Monckton,  with  the  forces 
from  North  America,  on  the  24th ;  and  having  remained  a  few 
days  to  water  the  fhips,  refrefh  the  men,  and  make  neceiTary  dil- 
pofitions  for  our  enterprize,  we  arrived  off  Martinico  the  7th  of 
January  ;  and  on  the  8th  we  all  anchored  in  St.  Anne's  bay  ;  the 
fhips  I  had  appointed  (under  Sir  James  Douglas)  having  fiJenced 
the  forts  of  that  coail  ;  in  performing  of  which,  we  had  the 
misfortune  to  lofe  the  Raifonable,  as  fne  was  leading  in  for  one 
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correfponded  with  that  of  the  fortifications,   and  with    the 
natural  advantages  of  the  country.     Our  troops  therefore 

were 


of  the  enemy's  batteries,  owing  to  the  pilot's  being  ignorant  of  a 
little  reef  of  rocks,  which  took  her  up.  We  have  laved  all  her 
people,  all  her  (tores,  and  I  hope  foon  to  get  all  her  guns. 

Having  by  the  motion  of  the  fleet  and  army,  taken  polTeiiion 
of  an  excellent  harbour,  and  fecured  a  landing  on  the  weather- 
moft  part  of  the  ifland,  which  might  be  made  tenable  at  any 
time,  as  likewife  thereby  greatly  alarming  the  enemy. 

At  general  Monckton's  requeil,  I  difpatched  commodore  Sivan- 
ton,  with  a  fquadron  of  ihips,  and  two  brigades,  to  the  bay  of 
Petite  Ance,  in  order  to  take  poll  there.  Captain  Hervey  of  the 
Dragon  having  filenced  the  battery  of  the  Grand  Ance,  landed  his 
marines  and  feamen,  who  attacked  it  alfo  from  the  more,  and  took 
poiTefiion  of  the  fort;  and,  on  the  14th,  I  followed  with  the 
whole  fleet  and  army,  after  deftroying  the  enemy's  batteries  at 
St.  Anne's  bay,  when  (having  reconnoitred  the  coaft  with  the  ge- 
neral) we  came  to  a  refolution,  to  make  an  attempt  between  Point 
Negroe  and  the  Cas  de  Pilotte,  which  I  ordered  to  be  attacked  on 
the  1 6th  j  and  having  very  fuccefsfully,  and  with  little  lofs  filenced 
the  batteries,  I  landed  general  Monckton  with  the  greateft  part  of 
his  forces  by  fun-fet ;  and  the  whole  army  was  on  fnore  a  little 
after  day-light  next  morning,  without  the  lofs  of  a  man  (the  boats 
being  commanded  by  commodore  Sivanton  in  the  centre,  capt. 
Shuldbam  on  the  right  wing,  and  capt.  Hervey  on  the  left)  with 
fuch  necefTaries  as  they  were  moft  immediately  in  want  of,  and 
had  all  the  lhips  and  tranfports  anchored  as  much  in  fafety,  as 
this  coaft  will  admit. 

I  alfo  landed  two  battalions  of  marines,  confiding  of  450  men 
each. 

The  army  are  now  carrying  on  their  approaches  to  the  heights 
of  Mount  Grenie  and  Mount  Tortenfon,  which  the  enemy  have 
made  as  ftrong  as  art  can  do,  and  from  whence  the  general  pro- 
pofes  to  lay  fiege  to  Port  Royal. 

I  have  the  happinefs  to  add,  that  the  army  and  navy  continue 
in  perfect  health ;  and  carry  on  the  fervice  with  the  greateft  fpirit 
and  harmony. 

General  Monckton  s  fecon    Letter  to  th-e  Earl  of  Egremont. 

Art  Royal  in  Martinico,  Feb.  9,  1762. 


I 


My  Lord, 

Had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  lorclfliip  the  20th  of  Janu- 
ary ,  when  I  acquainted  you  that  I  i  m^de<d  to  attack  the  ene- 
my 
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were  Hill  under  fome  anxiety  for  the  final  fuccefs  of  their 
work,  and  feared,  if  not  difappointment,  at  leaft  delay. 
But  the  reduction  of  Fort  Royal  had  fo  greatly  abated   the 

enemy's 


my  in  the  flrong  polls  they  occupied  on  the  oppofite  heights,  and 
the  Morne  Tartenfon,  leading  to  Fori  Royal,  as  icon  as  I  had  erect- 
ed batteries  (which  were  thought  neceifary)  to  aflift  us  in  the 
palling  a  very  deep  and  wide  ravine*,  or  guliy,  which  feparated 
us  from  them. 

My  difpofition  for  the  attack  being  made  on  the  24th  of  Ja- 
nuary, at  break  of  day  the  troops  advanced  under  a  briik  fire  of 
our  batteries.  The  grenadiers  under  brigadier  Grant,  firii  falling 
in  with  the  enemy's  advanced  poits,  began  the  attack  :  brigadier 
Rufane  on  the  right,  with  his  brigade,  and  the  marines,  was  to 
advance  and  attack  the  redoubts  along  the  coaft;  1000  feamen 
in  the  fiat-bottomed  boats, rowed  us  as  lie  advanced:  Lord  Rollo's 
brigade  fupported  the  grenadiers  :  Brigadier  IValfh  with  his  bri- 
gade, (iupporting  the  light  infantry  under  lieutenant  colonel  Scoit) 
to  attack  the  left  of  a  plantation,  and  to  endeavour  to  get  round 
the  enemy.  The  light  infantry  effected  their  attempt,  and  while 
the  grenadiers  were  driving  the  enemy  from  pott  to  poll,  they 
got  upon  their  left,  which  helped  to  complete  the  event  of  the 
day.  The  enemy's  works  were  now  fucceiTively  attacked  with  the 
moil  irrenilible  impetuofity,  lo  that  at  nine  o'clock  we  were  in 
the  entire  pofTefiion  of  all  their  works,  and  the  ilrong  ground  of 
Morne  Tartenfon,  confuting  of  many  redoubts  mounted  with  can- 
non, and  advantageoufly  fituated  to  affiit  the  natural  ilrength  of 
the  country.  The  enemy  retired  in  the  greated  confufion,  to  the 
town  of  Fort  Royal,  and  to  Morne  Gamier  (a  ftill  higher  hill  than 
the  Morne  Tartenfon,  and  feparated  from  it  by  a  deep  ravine,  co- 
vered with  a  very  thick  bruin,  and  a  rivulet  at  the  bottom)  from 
whence  they  thought  they  were  never  to  be  diflodged,  both  from 

its 

*  A  large  hollow  made  between  tvco  hills,  occafioned  by  a  fud- 
den  current  of  water,  "which  is  "very  frequent  and  rapid  at  the 
time  of  the  Equinox.  It  is  of  a  cop  fide  r  able  depth,  and  not 
lefs  difficult  to  get  into,  than  to  afcend,  as  it  is  tufted  with 
trees,  brujh-wood  on  every  fide,  and  in  many  places  covered  over. 
Thefe  the  French  lined  with  infantry  ;  but  our  forces,  re  folate,  and 
determined  to  carry  the  batteries  on  the  other  fide,  let  each  at  her 
down,  fir  ft  flinging  their  mujkets ;  when  they  got  to  the  other  fide, 
clambered  up  as  f aft  as  poffible,  formed,  and  carried  all  before  them, 
tome  were  let  down  precipitately,  by  the  banks  giving  way,  but 
they  foon  recovered  themfelves  and  joined  their  corps. 
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enemy's  confidence,  that  the  militia  defpaired  of  making 
any  effectual  defence.  The  planters  alfo,  felicitous  for  their 
fortunes,  were  apprehenfive  of  having  their  eftates  ruined 

by 


its  natural  ftrength,  and  the  works  and  batteries  they  had  on  it. 
The  fpirit  of  the  grenadiers  in  this  attack  was  fuch,  that  fome  of 
them  even  purfued  the  enemy  to  the  bridge  of  the  town,  and 
brought  off  prifoners  from  thence. 

W  hile  this  was  doing  on  this  fide,  brigadier  Haviland  with  his 
brigade,  two  battalions  of  Highlanders,  and  a  corps  of  light  in- 
fantry (which  I  had  formed  from  the  feveral  regiments  and  given 
the  command  of  to  major  Leland)  had  orders  (from  the  reported 
practicability  of  the  paffage)  to  crofs  the  ravine  a  good  deal  to 
the  left,  and  attack  a  body  of  the  enemy  who  were  polled  on 
feveral  heights  oppofite  to  him,  and  to  try  to  get  into  their  left, 
and  by  that  means  divide  their  force.  Yet,  although  they  began 
their  march  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  fuch  was  the  diffi- 
culty of  accefs,  though  I  am  convinced  every  means  were  tried, 
that  it  was  late  before  they  effected  it. 

When  I  found  that  the  enemy  were  giving  way  on  all  fides,  I 
ordered  lieutenant  colonel  Scot?*  light  infantry,  brigadier  Waljb\ 
brigade,  and  a  divifion  of  the  grenadiers,  to  a  plantation  more  to 
the  left,  where  brigadier  Hwviland  was  to  have  come  down: 
they  drove  off  fome  of  the  enemy  pofted  there;  and  the  light  in- 
fantry polfeifed  themfelves  of  a  very  advantageous  poll:  oppofite 
to  Morne  Gamier.  To  fupport  them,  I  ordered  brigadier  Havi- 
land's  corps  (which  now  had  palled)  to  their  right:  the  divifion 
of  grenadiers  under  brigadier  Grant,  and  Waljb's  brigade,  kept 
poftefhon  of  the  upper  plantation,  and  communicated  with  Havi- 
iand's  corps.  The  marines,  which  I  had  taken  from  brigadier 
Rufane,  I  ported  to  cover  the  road  between  the  two  plantations. 

On  the  25th,  we  began  to  erett  batteries  on  Morne  Tartenfon, 
againft  the  citadel  of  Fort  Royal,  but  were  much  annoyed  on  that, 
and  the  following  day,  by  the  enemy  from  Morne  Gamier.  Find- 
ing that  it  was  abfolutelv  neceffary  to  attack  this  place  to  the  left, 
where  the  corps  of  light  infantry,  and  brigadier.  Ha<viland\  bri- 
gade were  polled,  I  determined  immediately  to  erect  batteries 
againft  thefe  of  the  enemy  which  annoyed  us,  and  which  might 
alfo  cover  our  paffage  of  the  ravine. 

On  the  27th,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  enemy, 
undercover  of  their  batteries,  and  with  the  greatelt  part  of  their 
force,  had  the  temerity  to  attack  the  two  corps  of  light  infantry, 
and  brigadier  Haviland's  brigade,  in  the  potts  they  occupied  ; 
but  were  received  with  fuch  fteadinefs,  that  they  were,  immedi- 
ately 
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by  a  war  too  long  continued,  or  perhaps  of  lofing  all  by 
palling  the  opportunity  of  a  favourable  capitulation.  In- 
fluenced by  thefe  motives,  and  difheartened  by  the  train  of 

mis- 


ately  repulfed  ;  and  fuch  was  the  ardour  of  the  troops,  that  they 
palfed  the  ravine  with  the  enemy,  feized  their  batteries,  and  took 
poft  there,  being  reinforced  by  brigadier  IVal/b's  brigade,  and 
the  divifion  of  grenadiers  under  brigadier  Grant,  who  immedi- 
ately on  the  attack  had  marched  to  fupport  them.  Night  was 
now  come  on  ;  but  major  Leland  moving  on  to  the  left  with  his 
light  infantry,  and  finding  no  oppofition,  continued  his  rout  to- 
wards the  enemy's  redoubts,  which  he  foon  came  up  to,  and  took 
poffetlion  of,  the  enemy  (except  a  few  grenadiers,  who  were  pri- 
soners) having  abandoned  them.  Their  troops  retired  into  the  town 
and  citadel,  and  the  militia  difperfed  in  the  country.  Brigadiers 
Walfn,  Grant  and  Hafuiland,  immediately  moved  up  to  fupport 
the  iight  infantry  :  fo  that  at  nine  o'clock  at  night  his  majeuy's 
troops  were  in  pofTeifion  of  this  very  throng  poft,  which  en- 
tirely commanded  the  citadel.  So  precipitate  was  the  enemy's 
flight,  that  they  left  a  mortar  loaded,  and  8  or  9  guns  unfpiked, 
with  a  quantity  of  ammunition  and  provifions.  The  cannon  and 
mortar  were  turned  againft  the  citadel  in  the  morning. 

Having  gained  this  advantageous  poll:,  from  which  the  enemy 
had  fo  much  annoyed  us,  and  having  completed  two  batteries  on 
Morne  Tortenfon,  confiding  of  fourteen  guns  and  three  mor- 
tars, we  opened  them  on  the  30th  :  but  finding  that  the  difrance 
was  too  great,  and  having,  now  Morne  Capucbine  in  our  power, 
not  more  than  400  yards  diirant  from  the  fort,  as  well  as  the  pof- 
fefiion  of  the  tpwn,  I  immediately  refoived  to  erect  batteries  at 
both  thefe  places,  the  fooner  to  reduce  the  citadel;  but  for  the 
eafier  conveyance  of  our  cannon  by  water,  I  ordered  major  Lelandy 
with  his  light  infantry,  to  take  poft  on  the  river  Monfieur. 

The  enemy  perceiving  our  deligns,  and  for  reafons  bed  known 
to  themfelves,  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  inftant,  beat  the  cha- 
made  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  the  gate  of  the  citadel  was  de- 
livered up  to  his  majefty's  troops  the  evening  of  the  4th,  and  at 
nine  o'clock  next  morning  the  garrifon  marched  out,  on  the  terms 
of  the  capitulation.  It  confided  of  about  800  men,  grenadiers, 
marines,  militia,  and  free-booters.  About  150  of  the  garrifon 
were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  fiege.  The  enemy  might  have 
kept  us  much  longer,  as  it  would  have  been  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  have  made  two  or  three  breaches,  which  muft  have  taken  fome 
time. 

In  the  feveral  attacks,  I  am  credibly  informed,  that  the  enemy 

had 
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misfortunes  which  had  attended  the  French  arms  here  and 
in  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  they  refolved  to   hold  out 


no 


had  net  lefs  than  ioco  men  killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prifoners; 
air.ong  the  latter,  feveral  of  their  principal  officers  of  the  militia, 
taken  the  24th.  Our  lols  yolir  lordihip  will  fee  by  the  return. 
Yoxx  have  alfo,  my  lord,  a  return  of  the  artillery  and  (lores  taken 
from  the  enemy  on  the  24th  and  27th  of  January  •>  and  in  the 
citadel  at  its  lurrender  on  the  5th  inftant. 

I  cannot  find  words,  my  lord,  to  render  that  ample  juftice  due 
to  the  true  valour  and  pei  fevering  ardour  of  his  majeity's  troops, 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  command.  The  difficulties  they  had 
to  encounter  in  the  attack  of  an  enemy,  pofleiTed  of  every  ad- 
vantage that  art  or  nature  could  give  them,  were  great.  Their 
perfeverance,  in  furmounting  thefe  obftacles,  furniihes  a  noble 
example  of  Britijb  fpirit. 

The  brigadiers  Hanj'dand,  Grant,  Rufane,  Lord  Rollo,  and 
Walfo,  and  all  the  officers  in  general,  deferve  the  higher!  applaufe 
for  their  animated  and  foldierlike  conduit. 

The  grenadiers  or'  the  army,  in  three  divifions,  headed  by  the 
lieutenant  colonels  Fletcher,  Majjy  and  Vaughan,  and  the  light 
infantry  and  rangers,  in  three  bodies,  commanded  by  lieutenant 
colonel  Scott,  major  Leland,  and  captain  Kennedy,  particularly  di- 
ftinguifhed  themfelves,  the  war  me  ft  part  of  the  fervice  having 
fallen  to  their  lot. 

M.  la  Touche,  the  governor  general,  after  leaving  a  garrifon  in 
Fort  Royal,  retired  with  the  remains  of  his  grenadiers,  and  is  now, 
as  I  am  informed,  at  St.  Pierre.  We  have  not  as  yet  had  the  leaft 
correfpondence  together,  nor  has  he  fo  much  as  lent  to  enquire 
after  his  killed,,  wounded,,  and  prifoners. 

Immediately  upon  the  tort  lurrender ing,  the  admiral  and  I  re- 
ceived a  deputation  from  moll  of  the  quarters  of  the  ifland,  de- 
firing  Hkewife  to  capitulate,  M.  La  Toucke  having  refufed  them  to 
enter  into  any  terms.  On  the  7th  inftant  we  agreed  upon  the  ca- 
pitulations, to  which  we  have  every  day  fome  of  the  other  quar- 
ters of  the  ifland  acceding.  St.  Pierre,  and  the  neighbouring  quar- 
ters, are  the  only  ones  which  hold  out,  owing  to  the  prefence  of 
of  M.  La  Touche;  but  mould  they  not  come  in,  in  a  day  or  two, 
which  I  am  told  I  may  expect  every  hour,  I  purpofe  moving  that 
way,  and  do  not  the  lead  doubt  but  that  I  ihall  foon  reduce 
them  to  reafon. 

On  the  7th  inftant,  Pidgeon  Ifland,  one  of  the  defences  of  this 
harbour,  furrendered  by  fummons  on  the  fame  terms  of  the  citadel, 
(cannon  excepted.) 

Your 
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no  longer;  and  general  Monckton,  juft  as  he  was 

ready  to  embark  for  the  reduction  of  St.  Pierre,    Feb.  12. 

was  fortunately  prevented  by  the  arrival  of  depu- 


ties 


Your  lordfhip  may  look  upon  the  capitulation  for  the  i  "land  as 
fixed,  the  admiral  and  my felf  being  refolved  not  to  make  the  ieafl 
alteration.     The  other  quarters  mull  accede  to  it. 

We  hope  both  the  capitulations  will  receive  his  majefty's  ap- 
probation, as  it  has  been  our  earned  lludy  to  obta:r:,  on  our  part, 
every  advantage  to  the  nation,  that  could  accrue  from  the  con- 
queft  of  this  ifland. 

The  day  after  the  affair  of  the  27th,  learning  frcm  one  of  my 
parties  that  M.  Nudau  Detruil,  late  the  French  governor  of  the 
the  ifland  of  Guadeloupe,  was  at  a  houfe  about  two  leagues  from 
my  quarters,  I  thought  it  necelfary  to  fend,  and  bring  him  in, 
and  he  is  now  with  me  a  priioner.  I  purpofe  fending  him  to 
France  by  fome  opportunity  that  may  offer  hereafter.  The  French 
troops  are  all  aboard,  and  will  foon  fail  for  France  according  to 
the  capitulation. 

I  have  given  orders  for  the  repair  of  the  citadel,  and  for  every 
neceffary  work.  The  inhabitants,  who  had  all  quitted  their 
houfes,  and  retired  to  the  heights,  are  now  returning  to  them  ; 
and  as  foon  as  I  have  fixed  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Pierre,  I  fhall 
purfue  the  other- parts  of  his  majefty's  inftruclions. 

I  muft  Fepeat  to  your  lordfhip  the  harmony  that  fubfifts  between 
the  fleet  and  army,  and  the  cordial  affiftance  we  have  received 
from  admiral  Rodney,  in  every  part  of  the  operations  -where  his 
aid  could  be  ufeful. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  your  lordfhip  by  major  Gates,  one  of 
my  aid-de-camps,  who  will  inform  your  lordfhip  of  any  particu- 
lars you  may  defire  to  know.  I  muft  beg  leave  to  recommend  him 
to  his  majefty's  favour,  as  a  very  deferving  officer,  and  who  has 
now  ferved  upwards  of  twelve  years  in  America  with  much 
credit. 

/  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

R.  MONCKTON, 


Rear  Admiral  Rodney's  fecond Letter  to  Mr.Clevland. 

Fort  Royal  Bay,  Martinico,  February  10,    1762. 

SINCE   my  letter  of  the   19th  of  January,   fent  exprefs  by 
captain    Walfmgham,  acquainting   their  lordfhips    with   my 
arrival  and  landing  the  army  at  Cafe  Navire ;   I  have  the  honour 

Qlq  q  t© 
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ties,  who  came  to  capitulate  for  the  furrender  of  that  place, 
and  of  the  whole  ifland. 

The  furrender  of  Martinico,  which  was  the  feat  of  the 

fuperior 


to  congratulate  them  on  the  furrender  of  the  moft  important  ci- 
tadel of  Fort  Royal,  and  Pidgeon  Ijland ;  which  has  given  hid 
majefty's  forces  polfeflion  of  the  nobleft  and  belt  harbour  in  thefe 
parts  of  the  IVefi  Indies. 

The  almoft  infurmountable  difficulties  the  troops  had  to  ftrug- 
gle  with,  and  the  furpriilng  ftrength  of  the  country,  improved  by 
all  that  art  could  add,  will  be  belt  explained  by  general  Moncktcn. 
But  this  I  muft  fay,  in  juftice  to  thofe  I  have  the  honour  to  com- 
mand, that  the  intrepidity  and  gallant  behaviour  of  the  officers 
and  troops  employed  on  this  expedition,  could  be  equalled  only 
by  the  eager  and  chearful  activity  of  the  officers  and  feamen  ;  who 
contributed  every  thing  in  their  power  towards  the  reduction  of 
the  place,  and  made  no  difficulties  in  tranfporting  numbers  of 
the  heavier!  mortars  and  mips  cannon,  up  the  fteepeft  mountains, 
at  a  very  confiderable  diftance  from  the  fea,  and  acrofs  the  enemy's 
line  of  fire. 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  their  lordmips,  that  we  have 
taken,  in  this  port,  fourteen  of  the  enemy's  beft  privateers ;  and 
many  more,  which  are  in  the  other  ports  of  the  ifland,  will  be  im- 
mediately delivered  into  my  hands,  agreeable  to  the  capitulation 
of  the  inhabitants:  and  for  all  further  particulars,  I  muft  refer 
their  lordfhips  to  captain  Darby ,  who  is  charged  with  thefe  dif- 
patches.    • 

It  gives  me  the  fincereft  fatisfa&ion,  that  I  can  afture  their 
lordtLips,  the  moft  per  feci;  harmony  has  fublilled  between  the  navy 
and  army,  each  vying  (in  the  moft  friendly  manner)  which  fhould 
ferve  his  majefty  and  their  country  beft. 


General  Moncktorfs  third  Letter,  dated,  St.    Peter's,  Martinico, 
February  27,    1762. 

My  Lord, 

I  Had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Lordfliip  the  9th  inft.  from 
Fort  Royal,  which  went  by  my  Aid-de-Camp,  Major  Gates, 
who  failed  from  thence  in  his  Majefty's  fhip  Nightingale,  on  the 
10th  inft.  a  duplicate  of  that  letter  f  now  inclofe. 

Juft  when  I  was  about  to  embark  for  the  reduction  of  St.  Peters, 
two  deputies  arrived  at  Fort  Royal  on  the  1  2th  inft.  offering  terms 
of  capitulation  for  the  whole  ifland,  on  the  part  of  M.  Le  Vaffor 
Delaioiuhe,  the  Governor-General  on  the  13th.     They  received 

the 
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fuperior  government,  the  principal  mart  of  trade,  and  the 
centre  of  all  the  French  force  in  the    Caribbees,  naturally 
drew  on  the  furrender  of  all  the  dependent  illands.    Gra- 
nada, 


the  Admiral's  and  my  anfwers,  to  their  propofals,  which  thev  car- 
ried to  St.  Peter's ;  and  on  the  14th  returned  with  the  capitulation 
figned.  In  confequence  of  which,  I  left  Fort  Royal  on  the  15th, 
with  the  grenadiers  of  the  army,  and  the  2d  brigade;  and  on  the 
following  day  took  poffefiion  of  this  large  and  opulent  town,  with 
all  the  pods  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  enemy  marched  out  about 
320  grenadiers,  who  are  embarked,  and  will  fail  immediately  for 
France.  M.  Le  Fajjor  Delatouche,  the  Governor-General,  M. 
Rouille,  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  the  ftafF  will  fhortly  fol- 
low. 

Inclofed  I  fend  your  Lordfhip  a  copy  of  the  capitulation  for  die 
hland,  whicK  we  humbly  hope  will  meet  with  his  Majefty's  ap- 
probation. Commodore  Sivanton  is  now  off  the  Grenades  with  a 
fquadron  of  men  of  war  ;  and  I  propofe  fending  immediately  Brig. 
Gen.  JValJh  with  the  5th  brigade,  and  the  corps  of  light  infantry 
under  Lieut.  Col.  Scott,  in  order  to  reduce  that  and  the  other  iflandtf. 
I  have  undoubted  intelligence,  that  the  number  of  white  men  in 
the  Grenades  do  not  exceed  500  ;  and  in  the  other  illands  not  quite 
fo  many. 

I  fhould  have  proceeded  upon  this  fervice  myfelf,  had  I  not 
thought  it  of  more  confequence,  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  my 
remaining  here  at  this  critical  time,  when,  by  what  we  can  learn, 
a  rupture  with  Spain  may  be  daily  expected  ;  and  here  I  am  alfo 
at  hand  to  fettle  many  material  affairs  relative  to  the  fecurity  of 
this  con  que  ft. 

Indeed,  I  have  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  Brig.  Waljh  will 
meet  with  very  little  obftruttion  in  his  operations.  However, 
ihould  he  not  immediately  fucceed,  I  (hall  move  that  way  with  a 
larger  force,  and  make  no  doubt  to  compel  them  to  a  fpeedy  fur- 
render. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  have  fent  home  an  exprefs  until  I 
could  have  informed  your  Lordfhip  of  the  reduction  of  the  other 

ifiands   mentioned  in  his  Majefty's  in  ft  ructions. But  as 

this  iiland  is  now  completely  reduced  to  his  Majefty's  obedience,  I 
was  apprehenfive  that  a  delay,  in  fignifying  this  interefting  event,, 
might  be  attended  with  fome  bad  confequences  at  this  critical 
juncture.  I  therefore  fend  this  by  iny  Aid-de-Camp,  Captain 
Ricaut,  who  can  inform  your  Lordfhip  of  any  particulars  you  may 
defire  to  know  ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  Lord- 
ftip's  countenance,  as  a  very  defervjng  and  good  officer. 

Q  q   q  2  A* 
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nada,  a  fertile  ifland,  and  poiTelTed  of  fome  good  harbours' 
was  given  up  without  oppofition.     St.  Lucia,  and    St.  Vin- 
cent, the  right  to  which  had  fo  long  been  objects  of  con- 
tention 


As  it  was  neceflary  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  immediately  to  fill 
fame  civil  employments  here,  I  have,  accordingly,  appointed 
proper  perfons  to  act  until  his  Majefty's  pleaiure  be  known. 

Your  Lordfhip  has,  herewith,  a  return  of  the  artillery,  and 
warlike  ftores,  found  in  the  town,  the  Reduit,  and  the  other  di- 
ferent  polls. 

/  have    the  honour  to  he  &c. 

ROB.  MONCKTON. 

Admiral  Rodney's  third  Letter ■,  dated,  St.  Pierre's  Road,  Martinico, 
February  28,    1762. 

SINCE  my  difpatches  of  the  10th  inftant,  by  Capt.  Darhy,  ac- 
quainting their  Lordfhips  with  the  furrender  of  Fort  Royal, 
and  the  capitulation  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants,  I  have 
the  additional  pleafure  to  congratulate  their  Lordfhips  on  the  con- 
queft  of  the  whole  ifland  of  Martinico  ;  M.  Delatouche  having 
thought  proper  to  ferrd  his  brother  on  board  the  Marlborough, 
with  articles  of  capitulation,  juft  in  time  to  fave  the  town  of  St. 
Pierre  from  deftruciion  ;  a  copy  of  which  capitulation  I  have  the 
honour  to  inclofe. 

As  this  great  ifland  is  now  cstirely  fubjected  to  his  Majefty's 
obedience,  I  can  only  repeat,  in  this  public  manner,  my  entire 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  feamen  of  that 
part  of  his  Majefty's  fleet,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  command, 
all  having  exerted  tbemfelves  in  their  proper  ftations,  with  an  or- 
der and  resolution  becoming  Britiih  feamen. 

Immediately  on  the  furrender  of  St.  Pierre's,  I  difpatched  Com- 
modore Sivanten,  with  a  fquadron  of  his  Majefty's  fnips  to  join 
thofe  already  before  the  ifland  of  Granada,  and  block  up  that 
port  as  clofe  as  poflible  :  The  iflands  of  St.  Vincent  and  St.  Lucia 
are  likewife  very  clofely  blockaded  ;  and  I  make  not  the  leaft 
doubt,  but  that  all  the  Caribbee  iflands  will,  in  a  very  fhort  time, 
be  fubje&ed  to  his  Majefty. 

On  the  4th  inftant,  Capt.  Ourry,  of  his  Majefty's  fhip  the 
Jcla-on,  cruizing  off  Tobago,  fell  in  with  and  took  a  large  Spanijh 
regifter  fhip,  laden  with  cannon,  powder,  fmall  arms,  and  ordi- 
nance ftores,  bound  to  Laquira. 

Admiral 
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tention  between  the  two  nations,  followed  its  example.  The 
Englifh  were  now  the  fole  and  undiflurbed  pofieffor^  of  ail 
the  Caribbees,  and  held  that  chain  of  innumerable  ifiands 
which  forms  an  immenfe  bow,  extending  from  the  eaitern 
point  of  Hifpaniola  almoft  to  the  continent  of  South  Ame- 
rica. And  though  fome  of  thefe  illands  are  barren,  none 
of  them  very  large,  and  not  many  of  them  well  inhabited, 
they  boaft  more  trade  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  many  refpecx- 
able  kingdoms. 

The  time,  in  which  Martinico  was  reduced,  was  a  cir- 
cumstance of  almoft  as  much  confequence  as  the  reduction 
itfelf;  for  the  war  againft  Spain  having  been  declared  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  it  became  advifeable  to  ftrike  early 
fuch  an  effective  blow  againft  that  nation  as  might  incline 
them  to  a  fpeedy  peace,  or  might  influence  the  fortune 
of  the  whole  war,  if,  contrary  to  our  wifhes,  the  war 
mould  continue.  It  was,  on  this  plan,  neceffary  to  employ 
a  very  great  force,  and,  of  courfe,  to  call  away  a  verv  con- 
fiderable  part  of  that  which  had  been  employed  at"  Mar- 
tinico, whilft  the  feafon  permitted  them  to  act. 

When  the  Britifh  adminiftration  determined  to  trans- 
fer the  war  into  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies,  with  great 
judgment  they  fixed  their  eyes  at  once  upon  the  capital 
object  (a) :   and  refolved   to  commence    their   operations 

where 


Admiral  Rodney  s  fourth  Letter,  dated,  St.  Pierre's  Road,  Martinico, 
March  I,  1762. 


I 


Have  this  moment  received  an  exprefs  from  Captain  Hervey, 
that  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia  is  furrendered  at  diicretion. 


(a)  As  the  merit  of  projecting  this  expedition  has  been  varioufly 
related,  the  following  particulars  may  not  be  improperly  given  here. 
—  — Admiral  Knowles  on  his  return  from  Jamaica  in  1756,  took  an 
opportunity  of  viftting  the  Havanna,  andinfpecling  its  fortifi cations, 
of  which  he  made  plans,  and  other  material  obfervations  ;  thefe  at 
the  requeji  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  were  laid  before  him  for  his 
infpeclion,  who  knowing  the  merit  of  the  admiral  as  an  engineer, 
confultedhim  on  the  mojl  probable  means  of  putting  them  into  executi- 
on ;  thefe  his  royal  highnefs  formed  into  a  regular  plan  for  execu- 
tion, which  he  fent  to  the  minifry,  who  held  them  under  conftdera- 
tion  for  foms  time;  however,  this  plan  was  dif approved  of  by  lord 

Anfon, 
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where  others  of  lefs  ability  would  have  chofen  to  conclude 
them.  In  an  attack  upon  fubordinate  places,  the  conqueft 
would  not  have  been  much  more  certain  ;  when  obtained, 
it  would  be  far  from  decifive  ;  and  a  failure  would  have 
been  fatal,  as  it  would  include  a  lofs  of  reputation.  The 
failure  of  an  armament  in  a  fubordinate  attack  is  a  bad  pre- 
parative for  a  greater  attempt.  The  plan,  therefore,  of  the 
war  of  1 740  in  the  Spanifh  Indies,  in  which  we  began 
with  Porto  Bello,  and  fo  proceeded  to  Carthagena,  &c. 
was  mean,  becaufe  the  fuccefs  in  one  of  thefe  attempts 
did  nothing  towards  infuring  fuccefs  in  the  other ;  and  if 
we  had  fucceeded  in  both  attempts,  our  advantage  would 
have  had  but  little  influence  on  a  third.  But  the  plain  of 
the  war,  juft  now  concluded,  was  great  and  juft;  becaufe 
we  began  with  the  Havannah,  in  which  the  whole  trade 
and  navigation  of  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies  center,  and 
without  which  it  cannot  be  carried  on.  If  we  mould  ac- 
quiefce  in  this  conqueft,  this  conqueft  alone  would  almoft 
have  finifhed  the  war ;  becaufe  it  would  have  utterly  in- 
tercepted the  enemy's  refources.  If  we  chofe  to  purfue  our 
advantage,  it  expofed  the  whole  Spanifh  America. 


An  Jon,  then  firjl  lord  of  the  Admiralty,  tvho  formed  another,  ivhicb 
<voas  carried  into  execution  ;  but  as  his  royal  highnefs  had  'very 
early  interejled  himfelf  in  the  expedition,  the  appointing  of  a  com- 
mander of the  land  force  <was  left  to  him,  nvhich  natur/illy  fell  on 
the  earl  of  Albemarle,  nvhom  he  had  in  a  manner  tutored  from 
his  earliefl years. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    VIII. 

Commanders  in  the  expedition  againft  the  Havannab.  Fleet 
fails  from  Portfmoutb.  Pajfage  through  the  old  freights 
of  Bahama.  Town  and  harbour  of  the  Havannab  defcribed. 
droops  land.  Difpofiion  of  the  troops.  Siege  of  Fort  Mo- 
ra. Captain  Harvey  cannonades  the  hloro.  Englifu  batte- 
ry fired.  Dijlrefs  of  the  Engl ifi  forces.  Succours  arrive 
from  North  America.  A  f ally.  The  fort  ft  or  me  d.  Ope- 
rations againft  the  town.  The  Havannahjurrenders.  Ad- 
vantages of  this  acquifttion. 

IT  being  determined  to  commence  with  this  enterprize, 
fuch  commanders  were  to  be  chofen,  as  could  be  fafely 
intruded  with  the  condu£t  of  an  undertaking  fo  weighty, 
and  on  the  fuccefs  of  which  fo  much  depended.  Lord  Al- 
bemarle, the  friend  and  difciple  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 
commanded  the  land  forces.  Admiral  Pococke,  who  having 
contributed  by  his  valour  towards  that  fovereignty  which 
his  country  had  obtained  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  was  now  chofen 
to  extend  its  empire  and  its  honour  in  the  Weft. 

They  failed  from  Portfmouth  on  the  5th  of  March,  the 
<3ay  on  which  the  Grenades  were  furrendered.  A  fleet  had 
failed  from  Martinico  under  the  command  of  that  fpirited 
and  intelligent  officer,  Sir  James  Douglas,  in  order  to  rein- 
force them.  The  fquadrons  very  happily  met,  without  de- 
lay or  difperfion,  at  Cape  Nichola,  the  north-weft  point  of 
Hifpaniola,  on  the  27th  of  May.  After  this  junction,  the 
armament  amounted  to  nineteen  fhips  of  the  line  ;  eighteen 
fmall  veffels  of  war  ;  and  near  one  hundred  and  fifty  tran- 
fports,  which  conveyed  about  ten  thoufand  land  forces.  A 
fupply  of  four  thoufand  had  been  ordered  from  New  York, 
and  was  expected  to  join  them  very  near  as  early  as  they 
could  be  fuppofed  able  to  commence  their  operations. 

There  were  two  choicesbefore  the  admiral  for  his  courfe 
to  the  Havannah.  The  firft  and  moil  obvious  was  the  com- 
mon way,  to  keep  to  the  fouth  of  Cuba,  and  fall  into  the 
track  of  the  galleons.  But  this,  though  by  much  the  fafeft, 
would  prove  by  far  the  moll  tedious  pafifage  ;  and  delays, 
above  all  things,  were  to  be  avoided,  as  the  fuccefs  of  the 
whole  enterprize  would  probably  depend  upon  its  being  in 
for  war  chiefs  before  the  hurricane  kaioa  came  on.  He  there-* 
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fore  refolved  to  run  along  the  northern  fhore  of  that  ifland, 
purfuing  his  career  from  eaft  to  weft  through  a  narrow  paf- 
fage,  not  lefs  than  feven  hundred  miles  in  length,  called  the 
old  itreights  of  Bahama. 

This  paflage,  through  almoft  the  whole  of  its  extent,  is 
bounded  on  the  right  and  left  by  the  mod  dangerous  fands 
and  fhoals,  which  render  the  navigation  fo  hazardous,  that 
it  has  ufually  been  avoided  by  fingle  and  fmall  veflels. 
There  was  no  pilot  in  the  fleet  whofe  experience  could  be 
depended  on  to  conduct  them  fafely  through  it.  The  ad- 
miral, however,  determined  on  this  paflage  ;  and  being  pro- 
vided with  a  good  chart  of  lord  Anfon's,  he  refolved  to  truft 
to  his  own  fagacity,  conduct,  and  vigilance,  to  carry  fafely 
through  thofe  ftreights  a  fleet  of  near  two  hundred  fail.  So 
bold  an  attempt  had  never  been  made  ;  but  every  precaution 
was  taken  to  guard  this  boldnefs  from  the  imputation  of  te- 
merity. A  veffel  was  fent  to  reconnoitre  the  paflage,  and, 
when  returned,  was  ordered  to  take  the  lead ;  fome  frigates 
followed  ;  floops  and  boats  were  ftationed  on  the  right  and 
left  on  the  (hallows,  with  well  adapted  fignals  both  for  the 
day  and  the  night.  The  fleet  moved  in  feven  divifions. 
And  being  favoured  with  pleafant  weather,  and  fecured  by 
the  admirable  difpofitions  which  were  made,  they,  without 
the  fmallefl  lofs  or  interruption,  got  clear  thro'  this  perilous 
paflage  on  the  5th  of  June,  having  entered  it  on  the  27th 
of  May. 

The  Havannah,  the  object  of  their  long  voyage,  and  of 
fo  many  anxious  hopes  and  fears,  was  now  before  them. 
This  place  is  not  denominated  the  capital  of  Cuba  ;  St.  Jago, 
fituated  at  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  ifland,  has  that  title  : 
but  the  Havannah,  though  the  fecond  in  rank,  is  the  firft  in 
wealth,  fize,  and  importance.  The  harbour,  upon  which  it 
{lands,  is,  in  every  refpect,  one  of  the  beft  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, and  perhaps  in  the  world.  It  is  entered  by  a  narrow 
paflage,  upwards  of  half  a  mile  in  length,  which  afterwards 
expands  into  a  large  bafon,  forming  three  culdefacs;  (a) 
and  is  fufficient,  in  extent  and  depth,  to  contain  a  thoufand 
fail  of  the  largeft  ihips,  having  almoft  throughout  fix  fathom 
water,  and  being  perfectly  covered  from  every  wind.  In 
this  bay  the  rich  fleets  from  the  feveral  parts  of  the  Spanifli 

Weft 

(a)  Deep  Bays. 
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fore  refolved  to  run  along  the  northern  (hore  of  that  ifland, 
purfuing  his  career  from  earl:  to  wefc  through  a  narrow  paf- 
fage,  not  lefs  than  feven  hundred  miles  in  length,  called  the 
old  freights  of  Bahama. 

This  paflage,  through  almoft  the  whole  of  its  extent,  is 
bounded  on  the  right  and  left  by  the  mod  dangerous  fands 
and  (hoals,  which  render  the  navigation  fo  hazardous,  that 
it  has  ufually  been  avoided  by  fingle  and  fmall  veflels. 
There  was  no  pilot  in  the  fleet  whofe  experience  could  be 
depended  on  to  conduct  them  fafely  through  it.  The  ad- 
miral, however,  determined  on  this  paflage  ;  and  being  pro- 
vided with  a  good  chart  of  lord  Anfon's,  he  refolved  to  truft 
to  his  own  fagacity,  conduct,  and  vigilance,  to  carry  fafely 
through  thofe  (heights  a  fleet  of  near  two  hundred  fail.  So 
bold  an  attempt  had  never  been  made  ;  but  every  precaution 
was  taken  to  guard  this  boldnefs  from  the  imputation  of  te- 
merity. A  veflel  was  fent  to  reconnoitre  the  paflage,  and, 
when  returned,  was  ordered  to  take  the  lead  ;  fome  frigates 
followed  ;  (loops  and  boats  were  (rationed  on  the  right  and 
left  on  the  (hallows,  with  well  adapted  fignals  both  for  the 
day  and  the  night.  The  fleet  moved  in  feven  divifions. 
And  being  favoured  with  pleafant  weather,  and  fecured  by 
the  admirable  difpofitions  which  were  made,  they,  without 
the  fmalleft  lofs  or  interruption,  got  clear  thro'  this  perilous 
paflage  on  the  5th  of  June,  having  entered  it  on  the  27th 
of  May. 

The  Kavannah,  the  object  of  their  long  voyage,  and  of 
fo  many  anxious  hopes  and  fears,  was  now  before  them. 
This  place  is  not  denominated  the  capital  of  Cuba  ;  St.  Jago, 
fituated  at  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  ifland,  has  that  title  : 
but  theHavannah,  though  the  fecond  in  rank,  is  the  firft  in 
wealth,  fize,  and  importance.  The  harbour,  upon  which  it 
(lands,  is,  in  every  refpe<Et,  one  of  the  bed  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, and  perhaps  in  the  world.  It  is  entered  by  a  narrow 
paflage,  upwards  of  half  a  mile  in  length,  which  afterwards 
expands  into  a  large  bafon,  forming  three  cul  de  facs  ;  (a) 
and  is  fufficient,  in  extent  and  depth,  to  contain  a  thoufand 
fail  of  the  largeft  (hips,  having  almoft  throughout  fix  fathom 
water,  and  being  perfectly  covered  from  every  wind.  In 
this  bay  the  rich  fleets  from  the  feveral  parts  of  the  Spanifh 

Weft 

(a)  Deep  Bays. 
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Weft -Indies,  called  the  Galleons  and  the  Flota,  aflfemble, 
before  they  finally  fet  out  on  their  voyage  for  Europe. 

This  circumftance  has  rendered  the  Havannah  one  of 
the  moft  opulent,  flourishing,  and  populous  cities  in  this 
part  of  the  world.  Great  care  was  taken  to  fortify  and  fe- 
cure  a  place,  which,  by  being  the  center  of  fo  rich  a  com- 
merce, would  naturally  become  the  faireft  mark  for  the  at- 
tempts of  an  enemy.  The  narrow  entrance  into  this  har- 
bour is  fecured  on  one  fide  by  a  very  ftrong  fort,  called  the 
Moro,  (C)  built  upon  a  projecting  point  of  land  :  on  the 
other,  it  is  defended  by  a  fort  called  the  Puntal,  (D)  which 
joins  the  town.  The  town  itfelf,  which  is  fituated  to  the 
weftward  of  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  oppoflte  to 
the  Moro  fort,  is  furrounded  by  a  good  rampart,  (A A) 
flanked  with  baftions,  and  covered  with  a  ditch. 

The  Spaniards,  who  had  been  for  fome  time  preparing 
for  war,  had  formed  a  confiderable  navy  in  the  Weft  Indies : 
this  fleet,  (q)  which  was  near  twenty  fail,  moftly  of  the  line, 
lay  at  this  time  in  the  bafonof  the  Havannah  ;  but  they  had 
not,  when  our  armament  appeared  before  the  port,  received, 
it  feems,  any  authentic  account  from  their  court  concerning 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities  between  the  two  nations. 

Whether  the  Spaniards  were  rendered  inactive  by  the 
wrant  of  inftructions,  whether  all  their  fhips  were  not  in 
fighting  condition,  or  whatever  elfe  was  the  caufe,  this 
fleet  lay  quiet  in  the  harbour.  If  fome  of  the  above  rea- 
fons  did  not  oppofe,  it  may  be  very  rationally  fuppofed, 
that  their  belt  part  would  have  been  to  come  out,  and  fight 
our  fquadron.  They  were  not  very  far  from  an  equality  ; 
and  though  the  iflue  of  a  battle  might  have  proved  unfa- 
vourable to  them,  yet  a  battle  tolerably  maintained  would 
have  much  difabled  our  armament,  and  perhaps  have  been 
a  means  of  preventing  the  fuccefs  of  the  whole  enterprize. 
The  lofs  of  their  fleet  in  this  way  might  poflibly  have  faved 
the  city  ;  but,  the  city,  once  taken,  nothing  could  poflibly 
fave  the  fleet.  It  is  true,  they  much  trufted,  and  not  wholly 
without  reafon,  to  the  ftrength  of  the  place,  and  to  thofe 
aftonifhing  difficulties  which  attend  any  military  operation, 
that  is  drawn  out  to  length  in  this  unhealthy  climate.  In. 
other  refpects,  they  were  very  far  from  being  deficient  in 
proper  meafures  for  their  defence.  They  made  a  ftrong 
Loom  (p)  acrofs  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  ;  and  almoft  the 
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only  ufe  they  made  of  their  (hipping,  in  the  defence  of  the 
place,  was  to  fink  three  of  them  (n)  behind  this  boom. 

When  all  things  were  in  readinefs  for  landing,  the  admi- 
ral, with  a  great  part  of  the  fleet,  bore  away  to  the  weft- 
ward,  (s)  in  order  to  draw  the  enemy's  attention  from  the 
true  object,  and  made  a  feint,  as  if  he  intended  to  land  up- 
on that  fide  ;  while  commodore  Keppel  and  captain  Har- 
vey, commanding  a  detachment  of  the  fquadron,  approach- 
ed the  more  to  the  eaftward  (t)  of  the  harbour, 
June  7.  and  effected  a  landing  there  in  the  utmoft  order, 
without  any  oppofition,  having  previoufly  filenced 
a  fmall  fort,  (F)  which  might  have  given  fome  diftur- 
bance. 

The  principal  body  of  the  army  was  deftined  to  aQ:  upon 
this  fide.  It  was  divided  into  two  corps ;  one  of  which  was 
advanced  a  confiderable  way  in  the  country,  towards  the 
fouth-eaft  of  the  harbour,  in  order  to  cover  the- fiege,  and 
to  fecure  our  parties  employed  in  watering  and  procuring 
provifions.  This  corps  was  commanded  by  general  Elliot. 
The  other  was  immediately  occupied  in  the  attack  on  Fort 
Moro,  (w)  to  the  reduction  of  which  the  efforts  of  the  En- 
glifh  were  principally  directed,  as  the  Moro  commanded 
the  town,  and  the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  This  attack 
was  conducted  by  general  Keppel.  To  make  a  diverfion  in 
favour  of  this  grand  operation,  a  detachment,  under  colonel 
How,  was  encamped  to  the  weftward  of  the  town.  This 
body  cut  off  the  communication  between  the  town  and  the 
country,  and  kept  the  enemy's  attention  divided.  Such  was 
the  difpofition,  and  it  was  impoffible  to  make  a  better,  of 
the  land  forces  during  the  whole  fiege.  (a) 

.     The 


(a)  Explanation  of  the  Plan  of  the  iiege  of  the  Havannah, 
drawn  by  an  officer  on  the  fpot,  Auguft  1 5,   1762. 

AA  Extent  of  the  wall.  References   to  the  PLAN. 

B  The  Land  Gate.  a  Where  his  majeflys  troops  fir  ft 

C  Moor  Caftle.  landed,   June  7,    1762. 

D  Puntal  Fort.  b  The  march  of  the  army  imme- 

E  The  Fort,  or  G  over  nor' s  Houfe.  diately  after  landing. 

F  Fort  Cojimar.  C  His    majeftys    Jhip     Dragon 

G  Fort  Chorera.  againft  Cojimar. 

H  The  Caftle  of  Bocanoa.  d  Where  the army  fir  ft encamped. 

e  Where 
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The  hardfhips  which  the  Englifh  army  fuftained,  in  car- 
rying on  the  fiege  of  the  Moro,  are  almoft  inexpreflible  : 
the  earth  was  every  where  fo  thin,  that  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  they  could  cover  themfelves  in  their  approaches. 
There  was  no  fpring  or  river  near  them  ;  it  was  neceflary 
to  bring  water  from  a  great  diftance  ;  and  fo  precarious  and 
icanty  was  this  fupply,  that  they  were  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  water  from  the  mips.  Roads  for  communication 
were  to  be  cut  through  thick  woods ;  the  artillery  was  to  be 
dragged  for  a  vaft  way  over  a  rough  rocky  more.  Several 
dropped  down  dead  with  heat,  thirfl,  and  fatigue.  But 
fuch  was  the  refolution  of  our  people,  fuch  the  happy  and 
perfect  unanimity  which  fubfifted  between  the  land  and  the 
fea  fervices,  that  no  difficulties,  no  hardfhips,  flackened  for 
a  moment  the  operations  againft.  this  important,  ftrong, 
and  well  defended  place.  Batteries  were,  in  fpite  of  all 
difficulties,  raifed  againft  the  Moro,  and  along  the  hill  upon 
which  this  fort  {lands,  in  order  to  drive  the  enemy's  mips 
deeper  into  the  harbour,  and  thus  to  prevent  them  from 
molefting  our  approaches. 

The  enemy's  fire,   and  that  of  the  befiegers,  was  for  a 

long  time  pretty  near  on  an  equality,    and    it  was   kept  up 

with  great  vivacity  on  both  fides.     The  Spaniards  in  the 

fort  communicated  with  the  town,  from  which  they  were 
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recruited  and  fupplied  ;   they  did  not  rely  folely 
June  29.     on  their  works  ;  they  made  a  fally  with  fufficient 
refolution,  and  a  confiderable  force,  but  with  lit- 
tle fuccefs.    They  were  obliged  to  retire,   with  a  lofs   of 
two  or  three  hundred  men  left  dead  on  the  fpot. 

Whilfl  thefe  works  were  thus  vigoroufly  puflied  on 
more,  the  navy,  not  contented  with  the  great  afliilance 
which  they  had  before  lent  to  every  part  of  the  land  fervice, 
refolved  to  try  fomething  further,  and  which  was  more  di- 
rectly within  their  own  province,  towards  the  reduction  of 
the  Moro.  Accordingly,  the  day  the  batteries  on  more 
were  opened,  three  of  their  greateft  mips,  (g)  the  Dragon, 
the  Cambridge,  and  the  Marlborough,  under  the  conduct 
of  capt.  Harvey,  laid  their  broadfides  againfl  the 
July  1.  fort,  and  began  a  terrible  fire,  which  was  returned 
with  great  obflinacy.  This  firing,  one  of  the  warm- 
eft  ever  feen,  continued  for  feven  hours  without  intermif- 
fion.  But  in  this  cannonade  the  Moro,  which  was  fituated 
upon  a  very  high  and  fteep  rock,  had  great  advantages  over 
the  mips,  and  was  proof  againfl  all  their  efforts.  Befide«, 
the  fire  from  the  oppofite  fort  of  Puntal,  and  the  batteries 
of  the  town,  galled  them  extremely.  Infomuch  that,  in  or- 
der to  fave  the  mips  from  abfolute  deflruction,  they  were 
obliged  at  length,  tho'  unwilling,  to  bring  them  all  off. 
Even  this  retreat  was  not  effected  without  difficulty,  as  the 
fhips  were  very  much  mattered  in  this  long  and  unequal 
conteft.  They  had  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  killed  and 
wounded  j  and  one  of  the  captains,  captain  Gooftrey  of  the 
Marlborough,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  was  alfo 
killed.  The  captains  Harvey  and  Burnett  gained,  with  bet- 
ter fortune,  an  equal  honour,  by  their  firm  and  intrepid  be- 
haviour throughout  the  whole  operation. 

This  bold  attempt,  though  it  had  very  little  effect  upon 
the  works  on  that  fide  of  the  fort  which  the  fhips  attacked, 
was  neverthelefs  of  confiderable  fervice.  The  enemy's  at- 
tention being  diverted  to  that  fide,  the  other  was  a  good 
deal  neglected  :  our  fire  was  poured  in  the  mean  time  with 
redoubled  fury  from  the  batteries ;  it  became  much  fuperi- 
or  to  that  of  the  enemy,  and  did  no  fmall  damage  to  their 
works.  But  the  moment  the  Spaniards  were  releafed  from 
their  attention  to  our  men  of  war,  they  returned  again  to 
the  eaftward  face  of  the  fort :  their  defence  was  revived 
with  as  much  vigour  as  before  j  on  both  fides  a  conilant  un- 
remitted 
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remitted  fire  was  kept  up,  with  a  fierce  emulation,  for  feve- 
ral  days.  It  now  became  evident,  that  the  reduction  of 
this  fortrefs  was  to  be  a  work  of  time.  Never,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  had  the  Englifh  valour  been  fo  well 
matched.  Here  was  at  length  an  adverfary  worthy  of  our 
arms,  and  our  whole  military  fkill  and  fpirit  was  put  to  the 
fevered  trial. 

In  the  midft  of  this  fharp  and  doubtful  contention,  the 
capital  battery  againft  the  fort  unfortunately  took 
fire  ;  and  being  chiefly  conftructed  of  timber  and  July  3, 
fafcines  dried  by  the  intenfe  heats  and  continual 
cannonade,  the  flames  foon  got  a-head,  and  became  too 
powerful  for  oppofition.  The  battery  was  almoft  wholly 
confumed.  The  labour  of  fix  hundred  men,  for  (ev^n- 
teen  days,  was  deftroyed  in  a  moment  ;  and  all  was  to  be- 
gin anew. 

This  was  a  mortifying  ftroke.  It  was  felt  the  more  fe- 
verely,  becaufe  the  other  hardihips  of  the  fiege  were  be- 
come by  this  time  almoft  infupportable.  The  ficknefs, 
fomething  of  which  the  troops  had  brought  with  them  from 
Martinico,  and  which  increafed  infinitely  in  this  unwhole- 
fome  country  and  rigorous  fervice,  had  reduced  the  army 
to  half  its  number,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  doubled  the  fa- 
tigue of  thofe  few  who  ftill  preferved  fome  remains  of 
ftrength.  Five  thoufand  foldiers  were  at  one  time  down 
in  various  diftempers  ;  no  lefs  than  three  thoufand  of  the 
feamen  were  in  the  fame  miferable  condition.  A  total  want 
of  good  provifions  exafperated  the  difeafe,  and  retarded  the 
recovery.  The  deficiency  of  water  was  of  all  their  grievan- 
ces the  greater!:,  and  extremely  aggravated  all  the  reft  of 
their  fufferings.  The  procuring  from  a  diftance  this  wretch- 
ed fupply,  fo  unequal  to. their  wants,  exhaufted  all  their 
force.  Befides,  as  the  feafon  advanced,  the  profpect  of  fuc- 
ceeding  grew  fainter.  The  hearts  of  the  moll  fanguine 
funk  within  them,  whilft  they  beheld  this  gallant  army 
wafting  away  by  difeafes ;  and  they  could  not  avoid  trem- 
bling for  that  noble  fleet,  which  had  rid  fo  long  on  an  open 
ihore,  and  which  muft  to  all  appearance,  be  expofed  to  in- 
evitable ruin,  if  the  hurricane  feafon  fhould  come  on  before 
the  reduction  of  the  place.  A  thoufand  languishing  and 
impatient  looks  were  cad  out  for  the  reinforcement  from 
North  America.  None  however  as  yet  appeared  ;  and  the 
exhaufted  army  was  left  to  its  own  endeavours.     Many  fell 

into 
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into  defpair,  and  died,  overcome  with  fatigue,  anguifh  and 
difappointment. 

But  in  the  midit.  of  thefe  cruel  delays  and  diflreffes,  the 
fteadinefs  of  the  commanders  infufed  life  and  activity  into 
their  troops,  and  roufed  them  to  incredible  exertions.  The 
rich  prize,  which  was  before  them;  the  fhame  of  returning 
home  baffled  ;  and  even  the  ftrenuous  refinance  which  was 
made  by  the  enemy  ;  all  thefe  motives  called  loudly  on  their 
intereft,  their  honour,  and  their  pride,  and  obliged  them  to 
the  exertion  of  every  nerve.  Nobody  could  imagine  that 
it  was  this  reduced  and  (lender  army,  by  which  thefe  afto- 
nifhing  efforts  were  made,  and  this  extenfive  fphere  of  duty 
fo  perfectly  filled.     New  batteries  arofe  in  the  place  of  the 

old  ;  the  fire  foon  became  equal,  and  then  fupe- 
July  20.    rior  to  that  of  the  enemy.     They  by  degrees  fi- 

lencedthe  cannon  of  the  fort,  beat  to  pieces  all  the 
upper  works,  and  made  at  length  a  lodgment  in  the  covered 
way.    Their  hopes  were  now  become  more  lively.     Some 

days  before  they  had  gained  this  grand  advantage, 
July  1 2.  tjie  jamajca  fleej-  appeared  in  its  pafiage  to  Europe, 
with  feveral  conveniencies  for   the  fiege.     Not  many  days 

after  this  they  received  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
July  20.  jgrew  York  reinforcement.  Some  of  the  tranfports 
in  their  pafiage  thro'  the  old  Bahama  Streights  were  loft, 
but  the  men  were  faved  on  the  adjacent  iflands. 

Thefe  favourable  events  infufed  double  life  into  their  ope- 
rations, in  this  advanced  ftate  of  the  fiege  ;  but  a  new  and 
grand  difficulty  appeared,  juft  at  the  feeming  accomplifh- 
ment  of  their  work.  An  immenfe  ditch  yawned  before 
them,  for  the  greater  part  cut  in  the  folid  rock,  eighty  feet 
deep,  and  forty  feet  wide.  To  fill  it  up  by  any  means  appeared 
impofTible.  Difficult  as  the  work  of  mining  was  in  thofe  cir- 
cumftanccs,it  was  the  only  expedient.  It  might  have  been  an 
impracticable  one,  if  fortunately  a  thin  ridge  of  rock  had  not 
been  left,  in  order  to  cover  the  ditch  towards  the  fea.  On  this 
T  .  narrow  ridge,  the  miners  wholly  uncovered,  but 

July  20.    w-tk  very  |jtt|e  jo^   pa{r/ec}  the  ditch,  and  foon 

buried  themfelves  in  the  wall. 

It  now  became  vifible  to  the  governor  bf  the  Havannah, 
that  the  fort  mufl  be  fpeedily  reduced  if  left  to  its  own 
flrength.     At  all  events  fomething  mull  be  done  in  this  ex- 
igence 
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igence  for  its  immediate  relief.  Accordingly  be- 
fore break  of  day  a  body  of  twelve  hundred  men,  July  22. 
moftlycompofedof  the  country  militia,  Mulattoes 
and  Negroes,  were  tranfported  acrofs  the  harbour,  climbed 
the  hills,  and  made  three  attacks  upon  our  pods.  But  the 
ordinary  guards,  though  furprifed,  defended  themfelves  fo 
refolutely,  that  the  Spaniards  made  little  impreflion,  and 
were  not  able  to  ruin  any  part  of  the  approaches.  The 
pofts  attacked  were  fpeedily  reinforced,  and  the  enemy, 
who  were  little  better  than  a  diforderly  rabble,  and  not  con- 
ducted by  proper  officers,  fell  into  terror  and  confufion. 
They  were  driven  precipitately  down  the  hill  with  great 
flaughter  ;  fome  gained  their  boats,  others  were  drowned, 
and  they  loft  in  this  well  imagined,  but  ill  executed  fally, 
upwards  of  four  hundred  men. 

This  was  thelaft  effort  for  the  relief  of  the  Moro  ;  which, 
abandoned  as  it  was  by  the  city,  and  while  an  enemy  was 
undermining  its  w^alls,  held  out  with  a  fullen  refolution, 
and  made  no  fort  of  propofal  to  capitulate.  The 
mines  at  length  did  their  bufinefs.  A  part  of  the  July  30. 
wall  was  blown  up,  and  fell  into  the  ditch;  leaving 
a  breach,  which  tho'  very  narrow  and  difficult,  the  general 
and  engineer  judged  practicable.  The  Englifh  troops,  who 
were  commanded  on  this  moft  dangerous  of  all  fervices,  re- 
joiced that  it  was  to  be  the  end  of  labours  much  more 
grievous  to  them.  They  mounted  the  breach,  entered  the 
fort,  and  formed  themfelves  with  fo  much  celerity,  and 
with  fuch  a  fpirited  coolnefs  of  refolution,  that  the  enemy, 
who  were  drawn  up  to  receive  them,  and  who  might  have 
made  the  affault  an  affair  of  great  bloodfhed,  aftonifhed  at 
their  countenance,  fled  on  all  hands.  About  four  hundred 
were  flaughtered  on  the  fpot,  or  ran  to  the  water  where 
they  perifhed.  Four  hundred  more  threw  down  their  arms, 
and  obtained  quarter.  The  fecond  in  command,  the  mar- 
quis de  Gonfales,  fell  whilft  he  was  making  brave,  but  in- 
effectual efforts  to  animate  and  rally  his  people.  Don  Lewis 
de  Velafco,  the  governor,  who  had  hitherto  defended  the 
fort  with  fuch  obftinate  bravery,  feemed  relblved  in  this 
extremity  to  fhare  the  fame  fate  with  it.  He  collected  an 
hundred  men  in  an  entrenchment  he  had  made  round  his 
colours.  But  feeing  that  all  his  companions  were  fled  from 
him,  or  flaughtered  about  him,  difdaining  to  retire  or  call 
for  quarter,  he  received  a  mortal  wound,  and  fell,  offering 

his 
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his  fword  to  his  conquerors.  The  Englifh  wept  with  pity 
and  admiration  over  that  unfortunate  valour,  which  had  oc- 
cafioned  them  fo  many  toilfome  hours,  and  cofl  them  fo 
many  lives. 

Thus  the  Moro  came  into  our  pofTefTion  after  a  vigorous 
flruggle,  forty-four  days  from  the  time  the  firfl  operations 
had  been  begun  againfl  it.  No  time  was  loft  to  profit  of 
this  great  advantage,  notwithftanding  that  the  ficknefs  ftill 
raged  like  a  peflilence,and  that  many  new  and  great  works 
were  to  be  undertaken.  Not  only  the  fire  of  the  fort  was 
turned  againfl  the  town,  but  a  line  of  batteries  (1)  was  erect- 
ed along  the  hill  of  the  Cavannos,  on  the  extremity  of  which 
the  fort  ftands.  By  thefe  batteries,  which  mounted  three 
and  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  twelve  mortars,  almoft  the 
whole  eaftern  fide  of  the  city  was  commanded  from  one  end 
to  the  other.  Preparations  for  an  attack  were  alfo  made, 
and  batteries  erected  to  the  weftward  of  the  town,  which  on 

that  fide  had  hitherto  been  only  watched.  Some 
Aug.  2.     time  before  a  part  of  the  fecond  divifion'^of  the 

troops  from  North  America  had  arrived.  A  part 
had  been  taken  by  a  fquadron  of  French  men  of  war ;  but 
thofe  who  efcaped,  came  very  feafonably,  and  were  of  fig- 
nal  fervice. 

When  thofe  preparations  were  perfectly  ready 
Aug.  10.   to  take  effect,  lord  Albemarle  by  a  mefTage  repre- 

fented  to  the  governor  the  irrefiflible  force  of  the 
attack,  which  he  was  ready  to  make  upon  the  town,  but 
which,  in  order  to  avoid  unneceflary  effufion  of  blood,  he 
was  willing  to  fufpend,  that  the  Spaniards  might  have  lei- 
fure  to  capitulate.  The  governor  in  a  refolute,  but  civil 
manner  returned,  that  he  would  defend  the  place  committed 
to  him  to  the  laft  extremity,  and  began  inftantly  to  fire. 

To  convince  the  governor  that  the  menaces  employed 
were  not  an  empty  boall,  lord  Albemarle  the  very  next 
morning  ordered  a  general  fire  from  the  batteries,  which 
was  poured  from  all  fides,  with  fuch  continued  and  irrefifli- 
ble fury,  that  in  fix  hours  almofi  all  the  enemy's  guns  were 
filenced.  To  the  inexpreflible  joy  of  the  fleet  and  army, 
flags  of  truce  appeared  from  every  quarter  of  the  town.  A 
capitulation  enfued,  in  which  the  eflablifhed  religion,  the 
former  laws,  and  private  property  were  fecured  to  the  inha- 
bitants. The  garrifon,  which  was  reduced  to  about  feven 
hundred  men  had  the  honours  of  war,  and  were  to  be  con- 
veyed 
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veyed  to  Spain.  A  diftrict  of  an  hundred  and  eighty  miles 
weflward  of  the  Havannah  was  yielded  along  with  the  town. 
The  Spaniards  ftruggled  a  long  time  to  fave  the  men  of  war ; 
but  this  was  a  capital  point,  and  wholly  inadmiflible.  They 
alio  made  fome  attempts  to  have  the  harbour  declared  neu- 
tral during  the  war ;  but  this  was  no  lefs  effential  to  the 
completenefs  of  the  conqueft,  and  was  fteadily  refufed. 
After  two  days  altercation,  they  gave  up  thefe  points,  and 
the  Englifh  troops  were  put  in  pofleiTion  of  the  Havannah 
on  the  14th  of  Auguft,  when  they  had  been  before  it  two 
months  and  eight  days. 

Although  we  have  not  purfued  in  exact  order  all  the  de- 
tail of  the  more  minute  operations  of  this  memorable  fiege, 
we  have  dwelt  on  it  a  longer  time,  than  we  have  on  our 
plan  generally  allowed  to  fuch  tranfactions ;  becaufe  it  was, 
without  queftion,  in  itfelf  the  moft  confiderable,  and  in  its 
confequences  the  moft  decifive  conqueft  we  have  made  fince 
the  beginning  of  the  war  ;  and  becaufe  in  no  operation  were 
the  courage,  fteadinefs,  and  perfeverance  of  the  Britifh 
troops,  and  the  conduct  of  their  leaders  more  confpicuous. 
The  acquifition  of  this  place  united  in  itfelf  all  the  advan- 
tages which  can  be  acquired  in  war.  It  was  a  military  ad- 
vantage of  the  higheft  clafs ;  it  was  equal  to  the  greatefl: 
naval  victory,  by  its  effect  on  the  enemy's  marine ;  and  in 
the  plunder  it  equaled  the  produce  of  a  national  fubfidy. 
Nine  fail  of  the  enemy's  fhips  of  the  line,  fome  of  the  fineft 
veflels  in  the  world,  were  taken,  with  four  frigates.  Three 
of  their  capital  fhips  had  been,  as  already  mentioned,  funk 
by  themfelves  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiege ;  two  more  were 
in  forwardnefs  on  the  ftocks,  and  thefe  were  deftroyed  by 
the  Englifh.  The  enemy,  on  this  occafion,  loft  a  whole 
fleet.  In  ready  money,  in  the  tobacco  collected  at  the  Ha- 
vannah on  account  of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  in  other  valu- 
able merchandizes,  the  plunder  did  not  perhaps  fall  fhort  of 
three  millions  fterling  (a). 

Spain 


(a)  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Albemarle  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont, 
dated  head  quarters  near  the  Ha<vannahy  Augufl  21,    1762. 


I 


My  Lord, 
HAVE  the  honour  of  informing  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  town 
of  the  Havannah ,  with  all  its  dependencies,  and  the  men  of  war 
S  f  f  in 
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Spain  now  began  very  fenfibly  to  feel  the  inconveniencies 
and  miferies  flie  had  voluntarily  drawn  on  herfelf,  by  enter- 
ing into  a  war  fo  fatal  to  her.      No  fooner  had  the  news  of 

this 


in  the  harbour,  furrendered  to  his  majefty's  arms  by  capitulation 
on  the   13th  inftant. 

Inclofed  is  a  copy  of  the  capitulation,  various  returns,  and  the 
chief  engineer's  continuation  of  the  journal  of  the  fiege  of  the 
Moro  fort,  which  was  taken  by  ftorm  on  the  30th  of  laft  month, 
fo  much  to  the"  honour  and  credit  of  his  majefty's  troops,  and  to 
major  general  Keppel,  who  commanded  the  attack,  that  I  fhould 
do  them  injuftice  if  I  did  not  mention  them  in  a  particular  man- 
ner to  your  lordfhip.  Our  mines  were  fprung  about  one  o'clock, 
and-a  breach  made  juft  practicable  for  a  file  of  men  in  front.  The 
enemy  was  drawn  up  on  the  top  of  it,  in  force,  with  a  feeming  de- 
termination to  defend  it :  The  attack  was  fo  vigorous  and  impetu- 
ous, that  the  enemy  was  inftantaneoufly  drove  from  the  breach, 
and  his  majefty's  ftandard  planted  upon  the  baftion. 

I  did  not  fend  a  particular  exprefs  with  this  good  news  to  your 
lordfhip,  becaufe  I  flattered  myfelf,  that  what  has  happened  would 
foon  be  the  confequence  of  our  fuccefs  at  Fort  Moro. 

On  the  1 1  th  in  the  morning,  by  a  fignal  from  the  fort,  we 
opened  our  batteries  againft  the  town,  and  Punta  fort:  The  guns 
and  mortars  were  fo  well  ferved  by  the  artillery  and  failors,  and 
their  effect  fo  great,  that  in  lefs  than  fix  hours  all  the  guns  in  the 
fort  and  north  baftion  were  filenced.  The  governor  hung  out  the 
white  flag,  and  beat  a  parley ;  and  at  the  fame  time  fent  out  an 
officer  to  propofe  a  ceffation  of  arms  for  twenty-four  hours  in  order 
to  prepare  the  articles  of  capitulation. 

I  fent  on  board  the  Namur  to  the  Admiral,  to  inform  him  of 
the  governor's  propofals. 

Sir  George  Pocock   immediately  came  to  my  quarters,  and  we 

agreed  to  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  to  the  13th  at  twelve  o'clock. 

I  fummoned  the  governor  on  the  10th.      His  anfwer  was  very 

civil  and  proper  ;  at  the  fame  time  faid  he  would  defend  his  town 

to  the  Jaft  extremity. 

The  difficulties  the  officers  and  foldiers  have  met  with,  and  the 
fatigues  they  have  fo  chearfully  and  refolutely  gone  through  fince 
the  army  firft  landed  on  this  ifland,  are  not  to  be  defcribed.  They 
deferve  from  me  the  greateft  commendations  ;  and  I  muft  intreat 
your  lordfhip  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  of  informing  his  majefty 
how  much  1  think  myfelf  obliged  to  lieut.  general  Elliot,  and  the 
reft  of  the  general  officers  under  my  command  ;  to  every  officer 
and  foldier  in  the  army;  and  to  the  officers  and  failors  of  his  ma- 

j  city's 


1762.  ¥he  History  of  the  War.  507 

this  important  capture  reached  Madrid,  than  an  univerfal 
dejection  appeared  in  every  countenance,  and  the  high- 
towering  hopes  they  had  formed  at  the  beginning  of  the  war 

entirely 


jefty's  fleet,  for  the  zealous  manner  with  which  they  have  carried  on 
the  fervice,  and  for  the  great  afliftance  I  have  received  from  them. 
Happy  we  fhall  all  think  ourfelves,  if  our  conduct  meets  with  his 
majefty' s  approbation. 

Sir  George  Pocock  and  commodore  Keppel  have  exerted  them- 
felves  in  a  moft  particular  manner :  And  I  may  venture  to  fay, 
that  there  never  was  a  joint  undertaking  carried  on  with  more 
harmony  and  zeal  on  both  fides,  which  greatly  contributed  to  the 
fuccefs  of  it. 

Captain  Nugent,  one  of  my  Aid-de-Camps,  who  has  the  honour 
of  delivering  you  my  difpatches,  can  inform  your  lordfhip  of  any 
particulars  you  are  pleafed  to  learn  from  him.  He  has  been  very 
active,  and  prefent  at  every  material  affair  that  has  happened  fince 
the  landing  of  the  troops.  I  mufc  beg  through  your  lordihip  to 
recommend  him  to  his  majefty  as  a  very  deferving  young  man.  He 
carries  with  him  the  Spanijli  enfign  taken  at  the  Mora. 

Colonel  Carleton,  who  has  acted  as  brigadier  fince  lord  Rollo  left 
the  army,  had  the  misfortune  of  being  wounded  on  the  22d  of 
"July,  when  the  enemy  made  a  fortie  :  He  is  at  prefent  in  a  fair 
way  of  doing  well. 

1  think  it  but  juftice  to  major  Fuller,  who  is  my  elder  Aid-de- 
Camp,  to  fay,  that  I  fhould  have  fer.t  him  to  England,  if  I  had  not 
thought  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  his  majefty  to  receive  the 
news  by  one  of  his  own  fervants. 

1  am,  &c. 

ALBEMARLE. 

Letter  from  Sir  George  Pocock,  to  Mr.  Clevland,  dated  off  Chorea 
River,  near  the  Havannah,  the  igth  o/Augun;,  1762, 

S  I  R, 

IDefire  you  will  acquaint  their  Lordships,  that  it  is  with  Ae 
greateft  pleafure  I  now  congratulate  them  on  the  great  fuccei  > 
of  his  majefty's  arms,  in  the  reduction  of  the  Havannah  with  all  its 
dependencies. 

The  Mora  fort  was  taken  by  ftorm  on  the  30th  of  laft  month, 
after  a  fiege  of  twenty-nine  days  j  during  which  time  the  enemy 
loft  above  a  thoufaid  men,  and  a  brave  officer  in  Don  Lewis  de 

S  f  f  a  Valafct, 
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entirely  vanifhed  :  The  prodigious  advantages  they  had  vain- 
ly expected  to  flow  from  the  family  compafl,  were  now  ren- 
dered abortive,  and  grief  and  defpair  were  the  melancholy 
offspring  of  injuftice  and  rafhnefs. 

Great 


Valafco,  captain  of  one  of  their  men  of  war,  and  governor  in  the 
Moroy  mortally  wounded  in  defending  the  colours  fword  in  hand 
in  the  ftorm  :  And,  on  the  i  ith  inftant,  the  governor  of  the  Ha- 
<uannah  defired  to  capitulate  for  the  town,  which  was  granted,  the 
articles  agreed  to,  and  figned,  (a  copy  of  which  I  indole)  and  we 
were  put  in  poffeflion  of  the  Punta  and  land  gate  the  14th.  With 
this  great  and  important  acquifition  to  his  majefty,  have  alfo 
fallen  twelve  men  of  war  of  the  line,  as  per  lilt,  three  of  which 
were  funk,  with  a  company's  fhip,  in  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  j 
iy'ne  are  fit  for  fea,  and  two  on  the  ftocks  ;  a  blow  that  I  hope 
will  prove  the  more  capital  to  the  enemy,  as  they  receive  it  fo 
early  in  the  war  ;  and,  I  may  venture  to  fay,  will  leave  all  their 
fettle iriekts,  in  this  part  of  the  world,  expofed  to  any  attempts  that 
may  be  thought  proper  to  be  made  on  them.  But  however  trivial, 
with  the  poiieffion  of  the  Ha<vannah,  it  may  appear,  yet  I  cannot 
help  mentioning  the  difcovery  and  polTelling  of  the  harbour  of 
Mariel,  about  feven  leagues  to  the  leeward  of  this,  and  which  we 
had  made  ourfelves  mailers  of,  though  the  enemy  had  endeavour- 
ed to  ruin  it  by  linking  fhips  in  the  entrance  :  and  we  had  lately 
fent  near  one  hundred  transports  with  fome  men  of  war  there,  for 
fecurity  againit.  the  feafon,  in  which  we  are  already  advanced. 

It  will' be  as  neediefs,  as  almolr.  impoflible,  for  me  to  exprefs  or 
defcribe  that  perfedt  harmony  that  has  uninterruptedly  fubfifled 
between  the  fleet  and  army,  from  our  firfl:  fetting  out.  Indeed  it 
is  doing  inju&ice  to  both,  to  mention  them  as  two  corps,  fince 
each  has  endeavoured,  with  the  moft  conftant  and  chearful  emu- 
lation, to  render  it  but  one  ;  uniting  in  the  fame  principles  of  ho- 
nour and  glory  for  their  King  and  Country's  fervice.  I  am  glad, 
on  this  occafion,  to  do  juilice  to  the  diitinguifhed  merit  of  Com- 
modore Keppel,  who  executed  the  fervice,  under* his  direction,  on 
the  Coxemar  fide,  with  the  greater!  fpirit,  activity  and  diligence  ; 
and  I  muft  repeat  that  the  zeal  of  his  majesty's  fea  officers  and  fea- 
men  exerted  in  carrying 'on  the  fervices  allotted  to  them,  is  highly 
to  be  commended. 

I  (hall  now  beg  leave  to  refer  their  Lord  fhips  to  captain  Harvey 
for  all  further  particulars,   who  I  fend  with  this  letter,  and  who 
has  approved  himfelf  a  brave  and  deferving  officer  in  this  expedi- 
tion ; 
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Great  Britain,  on  the  contrary,  as  prudent  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  victory,  as  brave  in  gaining  it,  feemed  not  fo  elated 
with  her  good  fortune,  as  to  make  her  indulge  in  the  luxu- 
rious 


tion ;  therefore  think  myfelf  obliged  to  defire  their  lordfhips  will 
secommend  him  to  his  majefty. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  ?noJl  obedient  bumble  fervant ;, 

G.  POCOCK. 

A  Li  ft  ofthejhips  of  ivar  that  tvere  in  the  harbour  o/"//»f  Havannah 
under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  del  Real  Tranfporte,  commo- 
dore and  commander  in  chief  of  all  his  Catholic  Majefty" s  Jhips  in 
America,  andfurretideredivith  the  city  the  12th  tf/Auguft,  1 762. 


Tigre        —      — 

Reyna       —      — 
Soverano       —     — 
Infante       —     — 
*Neptuno         — 
Aquilon       —     — 
*Afia         —       — 
America       —     —     — 

*  Sunk  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,      f  Ne<w  Jhips.     X  Taken 
by  the  Defiance.     §  By  the  Alamain. 

N.  B.  There  are  two  ihips  of  war  on  the  ftocks,  and  feveral 
merchants  mips  in  the  harbour. 

Letter  from  Sir  George  Pocock  to  Mr.  CJevIand,  dated  off 
Chorera  River,  the  i6ih  of  Aug.  1762,  inch  fed  in  the  fore- 
going of  the  iqtb. 

ON  the  28th  of  July  the Intrepide  arrived,  with  1 1  fail  of  tran- 
fports,  with  troops  from  New  'York.  They  failed  from 
thence  the  1 1  th  of  June :  The  Chefterfield and  four  tranfpoxts  run 
on  Cayo  Comftte,  the  entrance  of  the  Bahama  Streights  on  the 
Cuba  fide,  the  24th  of  July,  an  hour  before  day  light,  and  were 
ftranded,  but  loft  no  feamen  or  foldiers.  The  Intrepide  met  the. 
Richmond  the  day  after,  who  was  looking  out  for  the  convoy. 
Capt.  Elphinfton  returned  with  the  three  tranfports  which  were 
cleared,  in  order  to  bring  away  the  feamen  and  troops  who  were 
on  ihore  ;  and,  to  make  all  pofiible  difpatch,  I  fent  away  the  Echo, 

Cygnet, 


Guns. 
-0 
70 

-    70 

Guns, 
*Europa      —      —      —      60 
Conqueilado    —     —     —  60 
fSan  Genaro     —    —    ■ —  60 

70 
7° 

fSan  Antonio    —    —    —  60 
Frigates. 

7C 

64 
60 

jVinganaza     —    —    —     24 
§Thetis       —      —       —     24 
jMarte    —     —    —    —     18 
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rious  lap  of  indolence  but  determined  by  the  profecution  of 
the  war  in  the  fame  able  and  vigorous  manner,  to  compel 
her  enemies  to  fue  for  that  peace  they  had,  when  offered, 
haughtily  refilled. 

To  effect  fo  great,  fo  defirable  a  work,  it  was  thought 
the  reduction  of  the  Philippine  fllands  would  not  a  little 
contribute ;  that  enterprize  was  therefore  formed,  and  en- 
trufted  to  the  execution  of  two  great  men,  who  had  on  many 
occafions  before,  fi gnalized  themfelves  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country,  and  approved  themfelves  equal  to  the  greatefi; 
things:  thefe  were  General  Draper,  and  Admiral  Cornifh. 
The  troops  allotted  for  the  fervice,  were  the  79th  regiment* 
and  a  company  of  the  royal  artillery,  30  of  the  artillery 
furnifhed  by  the  gentlemen  of  Madrafs,  600  Seapoys,  a  com- 
pany 


Cygnet,  and  Thunder  bomb,  to  meet  the  Richmond,  and  to  take  the 
men  out  of  her  j  and  ordered  captain  Elphinfton  to  take  the  Cygnet 
with  him,  and  proceed  up  the  Srreights  to  meet  the  fecond  divifion 
of  tranfports. 

The  2d  inftant,  the  Echo  and  bomb  returned  with  the  fecond 
divifion,  confining  of  eleven  fail  of  tranfports,  which  failed  from 
Netv  York  the  30th  of  June.  The  Richmond,  Lizard,  Enter  prize* 
Cygnet,  and  Porcupine  (loop,  arrived  the  8th,  bringing  with  them 
all  the  feamen  and  foldiers  from  the  ihips  that  were  wrecked. 
Captain  Banks  informed  me,  that,  on  the  21ft  of  July,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  being  near  the  paiTage  between  Maya 
Guanna,  and  the  North  Caicos,  he  difcovered  two  French  ihips  of 
the  line,  three  frigates,  and  fix  fail  of  brigantine  and  floops  j  that 
the  mem  of  war  and  frigates  gave  chace  to  the  convoy  ;  and  that 
five  of  the  tranfports  were  taken  with  350  regulars  of  AnftrutheSi 
regiment,  and  1  ^0  provincial  troops  on  board  of  them.  Ail  the  reft 
of  the  troops  arrived  and  landed  in  perfect  health. 

I  have  thought  it  neceflary  to  order  the  Sutherland  and  Dover  to 
be  fitted  as  flags  of  truce,  taking  out  their  lower  tier  of  guns  in 
order  to  accommodate  the  late  Spanijh  commodore,  the  governor 
of  the  Havannah,  the  viceroy  of  Peru,  and  the  governor  OiQartha- 
gena,  to  Old  Spain,  and  then  return  to  England.  Tranfports  are 
getting  ready  for  the  Spanijh  foldiers  and  faiiors,  agreeable  to  the 
capitulation,  which  I  hope  we  fhall  be  able  to  difpatch  in  a  few 
days. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  collect  an  account  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  feamen  belonging  to  the  different  ihips  fince  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fiege,  who  were  employed  at  the  batteries  on  mate, 
but  it  fhall  go  by  the  iirft  opportunity. 
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pany  of  Caffrees,  one  of  Topazes,  and  one  of  Pioneers  ;  to 
which  were  added,  the  precarious  afliftance  of  two  compa- 
nies of  Frenchmen,  enlifted  in  their  fervice,  with  fome  hun- 
dreds of  unarmed  Lafcars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  engineers,  and 
park  of  artillery.  This  little  fupply  of  men  was  farther  re- 
inforced with  a  fine  battalion  of  550  feamen  and  270  good 
marines ;  fo  that  the  whole  force  amounted  to  2300  men, 
who,  with  the  neceflary  ftores,  were  embarked  on  board  of 
his  majefty's  fquadron,  and  two  India  fhips  employed  as 
tranfport-s. 

As  it  may  appear  furprizing  fo  important  a  conqueft  fhould 
be  attempted  with  fo  fmall  a  force,  when  a  greater  might 
be  employed,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  if  more 
were  drawn  from  the  coafts  the  fettlemems  would  be  in  dan- 
ger ;  and  therefore,  it  may  be  thought  advifable,  rather  to 
attempt  with  a  few  brave  men,  a  place  that  was  unprepared 
(as  imagined)  for  fuch  a  vifit,  than  by  employing  a  greater 
force  to  fubjecl:  our  own  colonies  to  hoftile  attempts,  and, 
perhaps,  to  give  the  enemy  time  to  be  aware  of  our  defigns. 

On  the  firft  of  Auguft  the  forces  fet  fail,  the  Seahorfe, 
Capt.  Grant,  having  been  previoufly  difpatched  through  the 
{freights  of  Malacca,  to  the  entrance  of  the  China  fea,  to 
(lop  all  veffels  that  might  be  bound  to  Manila,  or  fent  from 
any  of  the  neighbouring  lettlements  to  give  the  Spaniards 
intelligence  of  the  defign.  On  the  23d  of  the  following 
month  they  anchored  in  Manila  bay,  and  found  that  their 
vifit  was  unexpected,  and  the  enemy  unprepared.  To  in., 
creafe  as  much  as  pofiible  their  vifible  confufion  and  confter- 
nation,  it  was  determined  to  lofe  no  time  in  the  attack  of  the 
port  of  Cavite,  as  at  firft  determined,  but  proceed  directly 
to  the  grand  object,  the  city  of  Manila,  the  general  and 
admiral  rightly  judging,  that  their  conqueft  of  that  impor- 
tant place  would  of  courfe  occafion  and  draw  after  it  the  fail 
of  Cavite. 

In  confequence  of  this  resolution,  a  fummons 
was  fent  to  the  governor  to  furrender  the  town,  Sept.  24. 
but  it  had  no  effect  on  him  ;  wherefore  the  admi- 
ral and  fome  other  principal  officers  examined  the  coaft,  in 
order  to  fix  upon  a  proper  fpot  for  landing  the  troop?,  ar- 
tillery, and  ftores.  About  two  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Manila 
a  convenient  place  was  found.  Accordingly  all  the  boats 
were  prepared,  and  the  frigates  fent  in  very  near  the  more, 
id  cover  the  defcent.     Thefe  latter  kept  up  a  very  brink 

fire 
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fire  to  the  right  and  left,  to  protect  the  flanks,  and  difperfe 
the  enemy  who  were  afTembled  in  great  numbers,  both  horfe 
and  foot,  to  oppofe  a  defcent.  It  had  the  defired  effect. 
The  Spaniards  retired,  and  left  a  clear  coaft ;  but  a  violent 
furf  arifing,  many  boats  were  dafhed  to  pieces,  the  arms  and 
ammunition  much  damaged,  but  providentially,  no  lives 
were  loft.  The  troops  then  formed  upon  the  beach,  march- 
ed, and  took  pofleftion  of  the  Malatta,  fixed  their  out-pofts, 
and  parted  the  whole  night  under  arms.  The  Spaniards  *in 
the  mean  time,  were  employed  in  burning  of  their  fuburbs. 
The  next  day  a  fort,  named  the  Polverifta, 
Sept.  25.  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned  was  feized, 
which  proved  a  moil  excellent  place  of  arms  for 
covering  the  landing  of  the  flores,  and  fecuring  a  commu- 
nication with  the  fquadron.  Colonel  Monfon,  who  had 
been  detached  by  the  general  with  200  men  to  view  the 
roads  and  approaches  to  Manila,  occupied  the  Hermita 
church,  which  was  large  and  commodious,  and  about  900 
yards  from  the  city.  Orders  were  then  fent  to  major  Moore 
to  march  up  with  the  79th  regiment,  to  fecure  and  maintain 
that  poft,  which  was  performed  with  great  activity  and  good 
conduct.  PcfTeffion  was  then  taken  of  St.  Jago's  church, 
near  the  fea,  it  being  looked  on  as  a  place  of  infinite  impor- 
tance towards  the  carrying  on  their  operations. 

On  the  26th,  the  admiral  fent  on  more  the  battalions  of 
feamen  under  the  command  of  the  captains  Collins,  of  the 
Weymouth,  Pitchford  of  the  America,  and  George  Ourry 
from  the  Panther.  The  reft  of  the  company's  troops  of  all 
forts  were  likewife  landed,  and  put  under  cover.  The  jSpa- 
niards  advanced  out  of  the  garrifon,  under  the  command  of 
the  chevalier  Fayet,  with  400  men,  and  two  field  pieces,  and 
from  a  church  about  200  yards  to  the  right  of  St.  Jago's 
church,  'began  a  cannonade  upon  the  right  flank  of  the 
troops  pofted  there.  Some  feapoys,  under  enfign  Carty, 
were  fent  to  fkirmifh  with  them,  fupported  by  three  picquets 
of  the  79th  regiment,  and  100  feamen,  all  under  the  com- 
mand of  colonel  Monfon,  who  foon  drove  the  enemy  back 
into  the  town. 

The  fuperior  (kill  and  bravery  of  the  Engliih  troops  were 
fo  evident  from  this  affair,  that  it  occafioned  a  fecond  fum- 
mons  to  the  governor,  but  to  no  purpofe ;  the  anfwer  was 
much  more  fpirited  than  their  conduct  had  been.  The 
church  from  whence  the  Spaniards  had  been  driven,  colonel 

Monfon 
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Monfon  had  orders  to  keep  pofTeiTion  of,  if  he  found  it  tena- 
ble, from  the  top  of  which  a  perfect  view  was  had  of  the 
enemy's  works.  The  front  they  were  obliged  to  attack, 
was  defended  by  the  baftions  of  St.  Diego  and  St.  Andrew, 
with  orillons  and  retired  flanks ;  a  ravelin  which  covered 
the  royal  gate,  a  wet  ditch,  covered  way,  and  glacis ;  but  all 
thefe  works  were  out  of  repair,  except  the  baftions,  which 
were  in  excellent  order,  and  lined  with  a  great  number  of 
fine  brafs  cannon.  It  became  absolutely  necefiary  to  found 
the  ditch,  and  which  might  have  proved  a  very  perilous  en- 
terprize,  had  the  Spaniards  been  careful  in  porting  centries 
on  the  covered  way,  but  their  omiflion  and  negligence  made 
it  the  more  eafy.  It  was  therefore  undertaken  and  effected 
by  a  fmall  party  of  the  79th  regiment  under  captain  Fletcher, 
with  the  lofs  only  of  three  men. 

The  city  of  Manila  being  of  great  extent,  and  the  num- 
ber of  men  employed  to  reduce  it  very  fmall,  it  became 
importable  to  invert  it  on  every  fide ;  two  fides  therefore 
were  conrtantly  open  to  the  enemy  to  introduce  fupplies  of 
men  and  provisions,  and  carry  out  their  effects.  The  gar- 
rifon  confided  of  800  men  of  the  royal  regiment  under  the 
command  of  the  marquis  of  Villa  Mediana,  brigadier  gene- 
ral, which  was  farther  reinforced  by  a  body  of  10,000  In- 
dians. It  is  evident  from  hence,  that  the  difadvantages  un- 
der which  the  Englifh  forces  laboured  could  not  be  remedied, 
nor  could  there  be  any  reafonable  ground  for  fuccefs,  but  in 
the  prudence  and  wifdom  of  the  general,  and  the  matchlefs 
intrepidity  of  the  troops. 

The  city  continued  thus  inverted,  and  was  cannonaded 
both  by  the  batteries  erected,  and  the  frigates,  which  were 
brought  up  till  the  2d  of  Oftober,  when  a  battery  for  twen- 
ty-four pounders  was  completed,  and  a  mortar  battery  for 
the  heavy  fhells  of  ten  and  twelve  inches,  which  made  a 
good  parallel,  and  communication  from  the  church  to  the 
gun  battery,  and  eftablifhed  a  fpacious  place  of  arms  on  the 
left  of  it,  near  the  fea.  Thefe  were  greatly  facilitated  by 
the  roaring  of  the  waves,  it  being  very  tempeftuous  weather, 
and  which  prevented  the  Spaniards  from  hearing  the  noife 
of  the  workmen,  who  gave  no  fort  of  interruption,  but 
feemed  to  truft  entirely  to  the  elements.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  governor,  who  was  an  archbifhop,  gave  out,  that  an 
Angel  from  the  Lord  was  gone  forth  to  deftroy  the  Engliftv, 
like  the  hort  of  Senacherib.  In  the  afternoon  the  feamen, 
T  t  t  with 
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with  great  activity  and  indefatigable  labour  had 
Oct.  2.  brought  up  and  mounted  all  the  guns  in  the  bat- 
tery, which  were  maiked. 
A  fail y  was  made  the  4th  by  1000  of  the  Indians,  who 
attacked  the  cantonment  of  the  feamen  ;  but  upon  the  alarm, 
colonel  Mcnfon  and  captain  Fletcher,  with  the  picquets, 
being  diipalched  to  their  afhftance,  the  enemy  was  repulfed, 
and  forced  to  fly,  with  the  lofs  of  300  men.  Had  the  fkill 
and  weapons  of  thefe  Indians,  who  are  a  wild  and  barbarous 
people  from  the  province  of  Pampanga,  been  equal  to  their 
ltrength  and  ferocity,  the  difperfion  of  them  might  not  have 
been  lb  eafy  ;  for  though  armed  chiefly  with  bows,  arrows, 
and  lances,  they  advanced  up  to  the  very  muzzles  of  their 
enemy's  pieces,  repeated  their  affaults,  and  died  like  wild 
heaffs,  gnawing  the  bayonets.  In  this  fkirmifh,  captain 
Porter,  a  brave  and  experienced  fea  officer  was  ilain.  Scarce 
were  the  Indians  thus  routed,  when  another  body  of  them, 
with  part  of  the  Spanifh  garrifon,  attacked  the  church,  and 
forced  the  feapoys  from  their  poft  in  it,  neareft  the  town, 
took  pofTiilion  of  the  top,  from  whence  they  killed  and 
wounded  feveral  of  the  Engliih,  who  were  entirely  expofed 
to  all  their  weapons.  Notwithftanding  their  disadvantage- 
ous fituation,  the  European  fcldiers  maintained  their  poft 
behind  the  church  with  great  patience  and  firmnefs,  and  at 
lait  diilodged  the  enemy,  with  the  lofs  of  captain  Strahan,  of 
the  79th  regiment,  and  40  private  men  wounded  or  killed. 
The  Spaniards  left  70  dead  behind  them  in  and  about  the 
church.  This  was  their  laft  effort.  All  their  Indians,  ex- 
cepting 1800,  difcouraged  by  the  lofs,  returned  home,  and 
the  fire  of  the  befiegers  continuing  with  unremitted  fury,  the 
next  day  a  breach  appeared  practicable,  and  it  was  thought 
the  Spaniards,  fenfible  of  their  danger,  would  think  of  giv- 
ing up  the  town  :  but  they  were  obftinate  without  bravery, 
or  any  generous  refolution  of  defending  the  breach. 

The  next  day,  at  four  in  the  morning,  in  confequence  of 
a  refolution  formed  the  preceding  night,  the 
Aug.  6.  troops  filed  off  from  their  quarters  in  fmall  bodies 
to  give  the  iefs  fufpicion  to  the  enemy,  with  an  in- 
tention of  {forming  the  town,  and  by  degrees,  affembled  at 
St.  Jago's  church,  oblerving  the  utmofl:  nlence,  and  conceal- 
ing themfelves  in  the  place  of  arms,  and  parallel  between 
the  church  and  the  battery,  while  in  the  mean  time  a  brifk 
fire  was  kept  up  upon  the  works,  and  thofc;  places  where  the 

enemy 
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enemy  might  be  lodged  or  intrenched.  At  day  break  a  large 
body  of  Spaniards  was  difcearned,  forming  themfelves  on  the 
baftion  of  St.  Andrew,  but  upon  the  explofion  of  fome  fliells 
that  were  thrown  among  them,  they  went  off.  Taking  im- 
mediate advantage  of  this,  and  by  the  fignal  of  a  general 
difcharge  of  artillery  and  mortars,  the  troops  rufhed  on  to 
the  aflault,  under  cover  of  a  thick  fmoke  that  blew  direclly 
upon  the  town.  Sixty  volunteers  of  different  corps  under 
lieutenant  Ruftel  of  the  79th  led  the  way,  fupported  by  the 
grenadiers  of  that  regiment.  The  engineers,  with  the 
pioneers  and  other  workmen,  to  clear  and  enlarge  the  breach, 
and  make  lodgments,  in  cafe  the  enemy  mould  have  been 
too  ftrongly  intrenched  in  the  gorge  of  the  baftion,  follow- 
ed. Col.  Monfon  and  major  More  were  at  the  head  of  two 
grand  divifions  of  the  79th  ;  the  battalion  of  feamen  advanc- 
ed next,  fuftained  by  the  other  two  divifions  of  the  79th  ; 
and  the  company's  troops  clofed  the  rear.  They  all  mount- 
ed the  breach  with  amazing  fpirit  and  rapidity,  and  difperfed 
the  Spaniards  with  the  greateft  facility.  Little  refiftance 
was  given,  except  at  the  Royal  gate,  and  from  the  galle- 
ries of  the  lofty  houfes  which  furrounded  the  grand  fquare, 
In  the  guard  houfe  over  the  Royal  gate,  100  of  the  Spa- 
niards and  Indians  who  would  not  furrender,  were  put  to 
the  fword  ;  and  according  to  the  enemy's  own  account, 
300  men  were  drowned  in  attempting  to  efcape  over  the 
river,  which  was  very  deep  and  rapid.  The  governor  and 
principal  officers  retired  to  the  citadel,  and  were  glad  to 
furrender  as  prifoners  at  difcretion,  as  that  place  was  in  no 
good  poflure  of  defence  ;  the  marquis  of  Villa  Mediana, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Spanifh  officers,  were  admitted  as  pri- 
foners of  war  on  their  paroles  of  honour,  and  to  conciliate 
the  afFeclions  of  the  natives,  all  the  Indians  taken  prifo- 
ners, were  difmifTed  in  fafety. 

The  joy  on  taking  this  important  place  was  greatly  cloud- 
ed by  the  lofs  of  major  More,  who  being  transfixed  within 
arrow  near  the  Royal  gate,  died  immediately,  univerfaUy 
lamented  for  his  good  qualities.  A  few  officers  only  were 
wounded,  and  no  more  than  30  private  men  killed  or  wound- 
ed. In  confequence  of  the  terms  given  to  the  Spaniard?, 
the  port  of  Cavite,  and  the  citadel,  with  the  iflands  and  forts 
dependent  on  Manila,  were  given  up  to  his  Britannic  rna- 
jefty,  and  they  were  to  pay  four  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
.prefervation  of  the.  town  and  their  effects. 

T  t  t  2  Such 
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Such  lucrative  conquefls  as  the  Havannah  and  the  Philip- 
pine Iflands,  had  never  before  been  made  fa).  But  thefe 
immenfe  captures  though  they  inriched  individuals,  contri- 
buted nothing   directly   to   the  public  fervice.     However, 

they 

(a)   Brigadier  Gen.  Draper's  Letter  to  the  Earl  of   Egremont, 
dated  Manila,  November  2,  1 762. 

My  Lord, 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  of  fending  lieut.  col.  Scott,  late  adjutant- 
general,  to  inform  your  Lordfhip  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  Majefty's 
arms  in  the  conquelt  of  Manila,  the  furrender  of  the  port  of  Ca~ 
*vitey  and  the  ceifion  of  the  Philippine  iflands. 

On  the  6th  of  Ofiober  we  took  the  capital  by  dorm,  after  1 2 
days  operation,  which  are  detailed  in  my  journal.  Our  lofs  upon 
this  occafion  would  have  been  trifling,  but  for  the  death  of  major 
Morey  a  valiant  good  officer  ;  and  it  is  with  particular  fatisfa&ion 
I  can  afTure  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  firm  bravery  and  perfeverance 
of  the  troops,  could  only  be  equalled  by  their  humanity  after  vic- 
tory. Out  of  refpecl:  and  deference  to  Admiral  Cornifh,  we  waited 
till  he  came  on  fhore,  and  being  defirous  to  fave  fo  fine  a  city 
from  deftruclion,  we  jointly  dictated  the  annexed  conditions  to  the 
governor  general  (the  Archbilhop)  and  the  chief  magilirates,  who 
mod  readily  embraced  them. 

Confidering  their  critical  fituation,  and  va ft  opulence,  the  terms 
were  as  reafonable  for  them  as  beneficial  to  us.     We  allow  the 
India  company  a  third  part  of  the  ranfom,   the  whole  of  which 
amounts' to  a  million  (terling  ;  and,  according  to  my  inftrudtions, 
I  have  this  day  delivered  up  Manila,  one  of  the  richeft  cities  and 
iflands  in  this  part  of  the  world,  with  the  port  of  Cavite,  to  Daw- 
fon  Drake,  Efq;  and  the  other  gentlemen  appointed  to  receive  them 
on  behalf  of  the  company,  with  all  the  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
warlike  ftores  found  therein,  agreeable  to  the  inclofed  inventories. 
I  have  appointed  major  Fell  of  the  79th  regiment  to  be  com- 
mandant of  the  garrifon,  which   rauft   confift   of  all  the   troops 
brought  from  Madrafs,  as  the  great  extent  of  the  place,  its  very 
numerous  inhabitants,  and  unfettled  country,  with  the  importance 
of  the  Ca<vite,  demand  at  leaft,  this  force  for  an  effectual  fecurity. 
The  feafon  of  the  year,  and  condition  of  the  fquadron,  oblige 
us  to  defer  the  taking  pofleflion  of  the  fubordinate  places  ceded  to 
the  crown,  until  the  fhips  have  had  a  fufficient  repair  ;  and  I  have 
the  pleafure  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  large  quantity  of 
naval  ftores  taken  in  the  royal  magazines  at  Cwvite,  fupply  111  oft 

excellent 
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they  might  be  faid  to  contribute  fomething  to  it  indirectly  ; 
by  increafing  the  flock  of  the  nation,  and  fupplying  that 
prodigious  drain  of  treafure,  which  for  feveral  years  had  been 

mad* 


excellent  materials  for  this  purpofe,  in  which  the  Admiral  is  inde- 
fatigable, whole  zeal  for  his  majeftv's  fervice,  great  cordiality,  and 
conftant  attention  to  us  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  expedi- 
tion, and  fatiguing  progrefs  of  the  fiege,  are  beyond  all  praife. 
The  other  officers  of  the  fleet  exerted  themfelves  to  the  utmoft 
upon  every  occalion.  As  a  fmall  acknowledgment  of  our  many 
obligations  to  Mr.  Kempenfelt,  the  Admiral's  captain,  I  begged  his 
acceptance  of  the  government  of  the  citadel  and  port  of  Cavite, 
till  it  was  given  up  to  the  company  ;  his  prudent  and  excellent  re- 
gulations there  were  of  infinite  utility  to  the  public  fervice. 

The  captains  Collins,  Fitchford,  and  George  Ourry,  who  com- 
manded the  battalion  of  feamen,  behaved  with  great  fpirit  and  con- 
duct, and  capt.  Jocelyn,  who  was  en#trufted  with  the  care  of  the 
difembarkations,  gave  us  all  the  affiftance  that  could  be  wilhed  or 
expected  from  a  diligent  good  officer.  The  marine  officers  and 
corps  were  of  great  fervice,  and  the  feamen  aftonifhed  us  with 
moft  extraordinary  proofs  of  activity  and  valour,  particularly  thofe 
who  affifted  at  our  batteries. 

The  reduction  of  Manila  has  been  fo  much  owing  to  the  con- 
fummate  fkill  and  bravery  of  Col.  Monfon,  that  I  fear  my  faint  re- 
prefentations  cannot  do  juitice  to  his  merit;  and  I  moft  humbly 
beg  leave,  through  your  Lordffiip,  to  recommend  him  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  together  with  the  following  officers,  viz.  Lieut.  Col.  Scott, 
Major  Barker,  who  commanded  our  artillery ;  Capt.  Fletcher, 
Major  of  Brigade;  the  engineers,  Captains  Stephen/on,  and  Cotsfordy 
zndEntign  Barnard ;  the  Captains  Moore  and  Pemble,  aids-de-camp, 
who  have  all  acted  in  their  feveral  departments  with  extraordinary 
merit,  and  greatly  facilitated  my  good  fortune.  Both  the  royal 
and  the  company's  artillery,  with  their  other  troops,  behaved  very 
well.  In  the  laft  place,  may  I  prefume  to  point  out  the  fervices 
of  the  79th  regiment,  which,  from  the  good  conduct  of  their  for- 
mer and  prefent  field-officers,  has  the  peculiar  merit  of  having  firft 
Hopped  the  progrefs  of  the  French  in  India,  and  not  a  little  con- 
tributed to  the  happinefs  and  decifion  of  that  war  under  Col.  Coote, 
and  has  fince  extended  the  glory  of  his  Majeftv's  arms  to  the  ut- 
moft verge  of  Afia.  Twenty-three  officers,  with  upwards  of  800 
men  have  fallen  in  the  caufe  of  their  country,  fince  the  regiment 
left  England :  Numbers  of  the  furvivors  are  wounded.  Your 
Lordfhip's  goodnefs  encourages  me  to  mention  them  as  objects  of 

coiiipaihon 
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made  from  this  kingdom  for  foreign  fubfidies,  and  for  the 
maintenance  cf  armies  abroad.  If  it  had  not  been  for  fuch 
pecuniary  fupplies,  with  which  the  uncommon  fuccefles  of 

this 


companion  and  protection.     Captain  Fletcher  has  nine  colours  to 
lay  at  his  Majefty's  feet. 

/  have  the  honour  to  be,  l$c. 

WILLIAM  DRAPER. 
Brigadier  General,  and  Commander  in  Chief. 

Letter  from  Vice-AcLmiral  Corniih,  to  Mr.  Clevland,   dated  in  the 
Bay  of  Manila,  the  31/?  of  October,    1763. 

IT  is  with  the  greateft  pleafure  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
their  lordfhips  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  majefty's  arms  in  the  re- 
duction of  the  city  of  Manila,  which  was  taken  by  ftorm  on  the 
morning  of  the  9th  inftant.  In  my  letters  of  the  23d  and  31ft  of 
July,  1  acquainted  their  lordfhips  with  my  proceedings  to  that 
time  ;  after  which  I  ufed  every  pollible  means  at  Madrafs  for  dif- 
patch  ;  the  decline  of  the  S.  W.  monfoon  making  it  of  the  utmoft 
importance.  To  promote  this  end,  I  compleated  the  Elizabeth, 
Grafton,  Lenox,  Weymouth  and  Argo,  with  fuch  of  the  troops,  and 
military  ftores,  as  they  were  to  take  on  board,  and  on  the  29th  fent 
them  away  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Tiddeman,  to  pro- 
ceed to  Malacca,  with  a  view  that  they  might  compleat  their  wa- 
ter there  by  the  time  I  mould  arrive  with  the  remainder  of  the 
fquadron. 

Having  accomplifhed  the  embarkation  of  every  thing  defigned 
for  the  expedition,  with  a  difpatch  much  beyond  my  expectations, 
as  we  had  from  the  whole  time  of  my  being  there  a  violent  furf  to 
contend  with,  I  failed  the  firft  of  Auguft  with  the  fliips  undermen- 
tioned, viz.  Norfolk,  Panther,  America,  Seaford,  South-Sea  Cajile 
ftore  fhips,  Admiral  Steven's  ftore-fhip,  Ofierly  Company's  (hip, 
leaving  the  Falmouth,  at  the  requeft  of  the  prefident  and  council, 
to  convoy  the  Effex  India  fhip,  who  was  not  ready  to  fail,  having 
the  treafure  to  take  on  board  for  the  China  cargoes,  and  to  bring 
to  Manila  fuch  of  the  company's  fervants,  as  were  to  be  put  in 
pofTeflion  of  that  government,  if  the  expedition  fucceeded. 

The  1 9th ,  I  arrived  at  Mallaca,  and  was  difappointed  in  not  find- 
ing Mr.  tiddeman  there,  who  did  not  join  me  till  the  21ft,  having 
met  with  long  calms :  the  difficulty  of  watering  the  fquadron  at  this 
place  made.it  the  27th  before  I  could  leave  the  road. 

On  the  2d  of  September  I  arrived  off  Pulo  Timean,  ar,d  was  join- 
ed 
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this  war  were  attended,  it  never  could  have  been  maintain- 
ed in  the  extent  to  which  it  was  carried,  notwithftanding 
the  increafe  of  trade,  which  has  been  uniformly  progreilive 

for 


ed  by  captain  Grant,  in  the  Seahorfe,  whom  I  had  detached,  upon 
my  firft  arrival  at  Madrafs,  to  cruize  between  this  ifland  and  the 
ftraits  of  Sincapore,  to  flop  any  veiTels  he  might  fufpect  going  to 
Manila. 

On  the  19th  I  made  the  coaft  of  Luconia,  but  was  drove  off 
again  by  a  ftrong  N.  E.  wind,  which  feparated  fome  of  the  fqua- 
dron.  The  22d  the  gale  broke  up,  and  the  wind  fluffing  to  the 
S.  W,  the  23d  we  recovered  the  land  again  ;  the  next  day  entered 
the  bay  of  Manila,  and  in  the  clofe  of  the  evening  anchored  off  the 
port  of  Cavite  with  the  whole  fquadron,  except  the  Soutb-Sea 
Cafile,  and  Admiral  Ste-vens,  the  Falmouth  and  EJJex  having  joined 
me  off  the  coaft.  In  the  night  I  fent  the  mafters  to  found  about 
-the  fortifications  ofCavite,  and,  by  their  report  found  that  it  might 
be  attacked  by  ihips. 

The  25th  in  the  morning,  the  wind  not  being  favourable  to  at- 
tack the  Cavite,  I  took  two  of  the  frigates,  and  with  general 
Draper,  and  fome  other  officers,  reconnoitred  the  (hore  about  Ma- 
nila,  and  obferved  fome  churches  and  other  buildings  to  ftand  near 
the  works  on  the  fouth-iide  of  the  town,  particularly  towards  the 
S.  W.  baftion.  We  had  fome  defign  of  attacking  Cavite  firft,  to 
have  had  the  conveniency  of  that  port  for  the  (hipping,  but  confi- 
dered  that  though  the  attack  fhould  be  attended  with  all  the  iuccefs 
we  could  hope,  yet  it  would  caufe  a  delay  at  leaft  of  two  days  be- 
fore we  could  land  at  Manila,  which  time  would  afford  opportunity 
to  the  enemy  to  demciifh  thofe  buildings  near  their  works,  and  to 
prepare  many  obftacles  to  our  landing,  and  perhaps  recover  from 
that  confiernation  our  unexpected  arrival  had  thrown  them  in  j  and 
further,  Manila  being  the  capital,  if  that  fell,  Cavite  would  in 
confequence. 

From  thefe  confiderations,  I  joined  in  opinion  with  the  general  to 
take  advantage  of  circumftances,  fo  favourable  for  adefcent,  and 
land  the  troops  with  all  difpatch,  and  endeavour  to  get  poiTeflion 
of  fome  pofts  near  their  works,  which,  if  effected,  would  greatly 
facilitate  the  reduction  of  the  city. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  refolutions,  I  immediately  made  the 
fignal  onboard  the  Seahorfe  for  the  fquadron  to  join  me,  and  for  the 
troops  to  prepare  to  land.  About  feven  in  the  evening  the  79th  re- 
giment, with  the  marines  in  the  boats,  under  the  direction  of  the 
captains  Parker,  Kempenfelt,  and  Brereton,  pufhed  for  the  (hore  ; 
and  under  the  fire  of  the  three  frigates,  effected  the  landing  at  a 

church 
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for  the  lait  three  years.  It  has  in  a  loofe  way  been  com- 
puted, that  the  fuccefs  of  our  arms  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  inde- 
dependently  of  the  great  increafe  of  valuable  merchandize, 

(which 


church  called  the  Moratta,  about  a  mile  and  half  from  the  walls. 
We  had  no  oppofition  from  the  enemy,  but  fome  difficulty  from 
the  furf,  which  ran  high,  and  bilged  all  the  long  boats,  but  hap- 
pily loft  no  men. 

The  next  morning  the  general  took  an  advanced  poft  about  200 
yards  from  the  glacis,  and  there,  under  cover  of  a  blind,  intended 
his  battery  againil  the  face  of  the  S.  W.  baftion.  The  number  of 
troops  being  fmall,  I  landed  a  battalion  of  feamen,  confifting  of 
about  700  men,  under  the  command  of  the  Captains  Collins, 
Pitch  ford,  and  George  Ourry. 

The  25th  I  difpatched  three  armed  boats  after  a  galley,  coming 
up  the  bay  to  Manila  ;  they  came  up  with  her,  refolutely  boarded 
her,  and  took  her,  notwithstanding  (he  kept  up  a  fmart  fire  with 
patteraroes  and  mufkets  ;  (he  mounted  two  carriage  and  feventeen 
brafs  fwivel  guns,  and  had  eighty  men.  By  letters  found  in  her, 
we  difcovered  (he  was  difpatched  from  the  galleon  St.  Philippina , 
from  Acapulco,  and  whom  (he  had  left  the  ioth  of  September,  at 
Cajayagan,  between  the  Embocadera  and  Cape  Spirit u  Santa,  Up- 
on this  difcovery,  I  came  to  a  refolution  to  fend  the  Panther  and 
Argo  in  quell  of  her,  but  it  was  the  4th  of  Oclober  before  the  wea- 
ther permitted  their  failing. 

The  28th  of  September  the  General  acquainted  me,  that  he  was 
beginning  to  work  on  the  battery,  and  that  if  fome  (hips  could  get 
near  enough  to  throw  (hot  on  the  works  of  the  town  oppofite  to  it, 
it  might  take  off  fome  of  the  enemy's  fire  and  attention,  and  there- 
by facilitate  its  conftruclion.  In  confequence  of  this,  I  ordered 
Commodore  Tiddeman,  with  the  Elizabeth  and  Falmouth,  towards 
the  town,  as  near  as  the  depth  of  water  would  permit,  and  to  place 
the  (hips  hi  fuch  a  pofition  as  would  bell  anfwer  the  purpofe  in- 
tended, which  was  accordingly  done  the  next  day,  and  their  fire 
had  a  very  good  effect. 

On  the  30th,  the  South-Sea  Cajfle  arrived  with  ftores,  which 
were  much  wanted,  particularly  the  entrenching  tools,  for  want 
of  which  the  army  had  been  fo  greatly  diftreifed,  that  I  was  oblig- 
ed to  employ  all  the  forges  in  making  fpades,  pickaxes,  &c.  for 
them.  The  firil  of  Oclober  it  began  to  blow  frefh,  and  in  the 
night  increafed  to  a  hard  gale,  which  drove  the  South-Sea  Cajlle 
aftiore  near  the  Pul<veri/ia,  a  little  to  the  fouthward  of  our  camp. 
This  accident,  however,  had  fome  confiderable  advantages  attend- 
ing it,  as  the  fituation  (he  lay  in  made  her  cannon  a  protection  for 

the 


1762.  The  History  of  the  War.  521 

(which  ufed  to  be  formerly  the  fole  produce  and  advantage 
of  the  Eaft  India  commerce,)  has  brought  into  England  dur- 
ing the  war,  near  fix  millions  in  treafure  and  jewels. 

The 


the  rear  of  our  camp  :  it  was  likewife  the  means  that  all  her  mili- 
tary ftores  were  got  on  board  with  fafety  and  difpatch,  and  the 
army  fupplied  with  the  provifions  fhehad  on  board,  both  of  which 
were  articles  they  flood  in  immediate  need  of,  and  which  could 
not  have  been  fupplied  by  boats,  as  it  continued  blowing  weather 
for  feveral  days  after,  and  the  furf  breaking  very  high  on  the  beach. 

This  gale  was  from  the  W.  S.  W.  directly  on  the  fhore,  which 
gave  me  much  concern  for  the  fafety  of  the  fquadron,  particularly 
for  the  Elizabeth  and  Falmouth,  who  were  only  in  four  fathom  wa- 
ter, and,  as  I  have  been  fince  informed,  flruck ;  but  the  bottom 
being  mud,  and  foft  to  a  confiderable  depth,  they  received  no 
damage.  On  the  4th  in  the  morning,  the  General  opened  the 
battery,  which  was  fo  well  managed,  and  feconded  by  the  fhips 
before  the  town  that  in  four  hours  the  defences  were  taken  off,  and 
the  next  day  in  the  evening  the  breach  was  made  practicable. 

On  the  6th,  at  day-light  in  the  morning,  the  general's  regiment, 
with  the  fea  battalion,  mounted  the  breach,  made  the  attack,  and 
foon  got  poifeiTion  of  all  the  baftions,  which  completed  the  con- 
queft.  I  immediately  went  on  fhore,  and  with  the  General,  had  a 
meeting  with  the  Spanifh  Governor,  and  fome  of  the  principal 
officers,  when  a  capitulation  was  agreed  on,  that  the  town  and 
port  of  Cavite,  with  the  iflands  and  forts  dependent  on  Manila, 
lhould  be  given  up  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  that  they  fhould 
pay  four  millions  of  dollars  for  the  prefervation  of  the  town  and 
their  effects,  (a  copy  of  which  capitulation  I  have  enclofed.) 

On  the  10th,  I  fent  Captain  Kempenfelt  in  the  Norfolk,  with  the 
Seaford  and  Seaborfe,  to  take  pofTeffion  of  Cavite,  agreeable  to  the 
capitulation  ;  by  this  acquifition  we  are  in  poffeffion  of  a  very  large 
quantity  of  naval  ftores  ;  and  befide  the  advantage  of  almofl  every 
convenience  for  refitting  a  fquadron,  the  people  are  fupplied  with 
frefh  meat  and  vegetables  in  great  plenty. 

The  fiege,  though  fhort,  was  attended  with  many  difficulties  and 
great  fatigue,  in  which  both  the  officers  and  men  exerted  themfelves 
with  the  utmofl  chearfulnefs.  We  had  constantly  frefh  gales,  a  lee 
fhore,  and  confequently  a  high  furf  to  contend  with,  which  made  it 
always  difficult,  frequently  hazardous,  and  fometimes  impoffible  to 
land  with  boats.  The  rains  fell  very  heavy,  and  our  little  army 
were  furrounded  and  harraffed  by  numerous  bodies  of  Indians, 
who,  though  undifciplined,  and  armed  only  with  lances,  bows  and 
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The  capture  of  the  Spanifh  regifter  fhip,  the 
May  21.  Hermione,  which  happened  foon  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  with  Spain,  and  juft  as  me 
was  on  the  point  of  entering  one  of  the  ports  of  Old  Spain, 

and 


arrows,  yet  by  a  daring  refolution  and  contempt  of  death,  they  be- 
came not  only  troublefome  but  formidable.  I  have  the  fatisfaction 
of  acquainting  their  lordfhips,  that  throughout  the  whole  expedi- 
tion, the  moil  perfect  harmony  and  unanimity  have  fubfifled  between 
his  Majefty's  land  and  fea  forces. 

You  will  receive  with  this,  an  account  of  the  number  of  officers 
and  men,  both  feamen  and  marines,  that  were  landed  from  the 
fquadron,  as  likewife  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  each  corps.  It 
is  with  concern,  I  acquaint  their  lordfhips  with  the  lofs  of  com- 
modore Tiddeman,  who,  in  attempting  to  enter  the  river  in  his 
barge,  the  morning  after  the  reduction  of  Manila,  was  drowned 
with  five  of  his  people,  by  which  unhappy  accident,  his  Majefty 
has  loft  a  brave  and  experienced  officer. 

Captain  Kempenfelt ,  by  whom  I  fend  this  (and  will  prefent  to 
you  for  their  lordfhips  a  plan  of  the  town  of  Manila,  and  the  port 
of  Cavite)  has  been  of  the  greateft  afliftance  to  me  during  the 
courfe  of  this  enterprize  ;  he  is  very  capable  of  furnifhing  their 
lordfhips  with  many  particulars  neceiTary  for  their  information ;  and 
his  great  merit  makes  it  my  duty  to  recommend  him  as  a  very 
able  and  good  officer. 

I  am,  &c. 

S.  CORNISH. 

Letter  from  Vice-Admiral  Cornifh  to  Mr.  Clevland,  dated  in  the 
Bay  of  Manila,  Nov.  10,  1762. 

IN  my  letter  of  the  3 1  ft  of  Oclober,  I  acquainted  you  of  my  hav- 
ing fent  Captain  Parker  with  the  Panther  and  Argo,  in  queft 
of  the  galleon  St.  Philippina,  from  Acapulco,  bound  to  Manila. 

The  7th  inftant  Captain  King  in  the  Argo,  returned  with  a  letter 
from  Captain  Parker,  acquainting  me,  that,  in  confequence  of  my 
orders,  having  the  30th  of  October  got  the  length  of  the  ifland 
Caput,  near  the  entrance  into  the  Embocadera,  in  purfuit  of  the 
St.  Philippina,  where  the  Argo  had  come  to  an  anchor  (and  which 
he  intended  to  do  for  that  night.)  juft  as  the  day  clofed  faw  a  fail> 
and  {landing  to  the  northward  ;  at  eight  in  the  evening  he  got  fight 
of  the  chace,  about  two  leagues  to  leeward,  but  unluckily  by  the 
rapidity  of  a  counter  current,   to  what  the  chace  was  in,  drove 

a  mono; 
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and  that  of  the  Santiffimo  Trinidad,  a  Manila  fhip,  muft  be 
added  to  thefe  refources.  The  firfr.  of  thefe  was  worth  lit- 
tle lefs  than  a  million  fterling,  and  the  other  at  leaft  three 
millions  of  dollars.  The  taking  of  thefe  fhips  is  not  altoge- 
ther unworthy  a  place  in  hiftory ;  becaufe  it  had  no  fmall 
influence  on  the  affairs  of  the  Bourbon  alliance,  and  confi- 

derably 


among  the  Nan-angers  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  loft,  and 
obliged  to  anchor  ;  the  frigate  having  efcaped  the  danger,  got  up 
with  the  chace,  and  engaged  her  near  two  hours  ;  but  was  fo 
roughly  handled,  that  Capt.  King  was  obliged  to  bring  too  to  re- 
pair his  damages.  By  this  time  the  current  fiackened,  which  en- 
abled Capt.  Parker  to  get  under  fail  with  the  chace  in  fight  : 
about  nine  the  next  morning  he  came  up  with  her,  and  after  bat- 
tering her  two  hours  within  half  mufket  fhot,  ihe  ftruck.  The 
enemy  made  but  little  refinance,  trufting  to  the  immenfe  thicknefs 
of  the  fides  of  their  fhip,  which  the  Panther 's  fnot  was  not  able  to 
penetrate,  except  her  upper  works.  Capt.  Parker  was  no  lefs  dif- 
appointed  than  furprized,  when  the  general  came  on  board,  to 
find,  that  inilead  of  the  Saint  Philippina,  he  had  engaged  and 
taken  the  Santiffimo  Trinadad,  who  departed  from  Manila  the  firft 
qf  Auguft  for  Acapulco,  and  had  got  three  hundred  leagues  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  Emhocadero  ;  but  meeting  with  a  hard  gale  of 
wind,  was  difmafted  and  put  back  to  refit.  She  hid  eight  hundred 
men  on  board,  and  pierced  for  fixty  guns,  but  when  Capt.  King 
engaged  her,  had  only  fix  mounted,  and  but  thirteen  when  taken  : 
(he  draws  thirty-three  feet  water,  and  is  a  much  larger  (hip  than 
the  Panther.  I  cannot  afcertain  the  value  of  the  cargo,  but  there 
is  to  the  amount  of  one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  regiftered, 
and  flie  is  reputed  to  be  worth  three  millions. 

Capt.  King  left  the  Panther  with  her  prize  at  anchor  about 
three  leagues  fouth  of  the  Corrigedoiv,  at  the  mouth  of  this  bay  ; 
and  as  I  have  fent  a  reinforcement  of  men  with  launches  and  warps, 
I  hope  very  foon  to  have  her  in  fafetv.      I  am,  &c. 

S.    CORNISH. 

Officers  killed  and  wounded,  &c.  belonging  to  the  Norfolk,  Lieut. 

Peter  Porter,  and  Mr.  White,  furgeon's  lecond  mate,  killed. 

Lenox,  Thomas  Spearing,  fecond  lieutenant  of  marines,  wounded. 

Total  officers,  feamen  ?.nd  marines  landed,  1017.  Killed,  17. 
Wounded,  17. 

N.  B.  The  furgeons,  armourers,  and  other  artificers,  are  not 
included  in  the  above  account. 

Norfolk   off  Capita,  S.     CORNISH. 

Oct.  *i,  1762.  U  u  u  2 
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derably  funk  thofe  refources  of  money,  which  were  the 
principal  objects  to  France,  when  fhe  formed  that  famous 
treaty.  All  thefe  advantages  were  without  any  confiderable 
allay  on  the  fide  of  Great  Britain  ;  they  would  have  ferved 
to  ballance  any  poflible  fuccefs,  which  the  enemy  might  have 
had  in  Portugal.  But  their  fuccefs  in  that  quarter,  where 
they  had  entertained  the  mod:  fanguine  hopes,  was  by  no 
means  confiderable,  and  very  far  from  tending  to  any  thing 
decifive.  Thefe  confiderations  helped  to  difpofe  the  Bour- 
bon courts  to  peace,  almofl  as  foon  as  they  had  jointly  en- 
tered into  the  war  ;  and  Europe,  after  having  been  deceived 
in  the  hopes  of  tranquillity,  which  were  entertained  from 
the  late  negotiation,  and  plunged  apparently  deeper  than 
ever  into  war,  was  in  reality  approaching  faft  to  peace,  and 
the  public  repofe  was  preparing,  when  it  feemed  to  be  at  the 
greatefl  diflance. 


CHAP.     IX. 

Propofah  for  peace.  State  of  the  miniftry  and  parties. 
Dukes  of  Bedford  and  Nivernois  employed  in  the  negotia- 
tion. Newfoundland  taken  and  retaken.  War  in  Ger- 
many. Hereditary  Prince  defeated  at  lohannijberg.  French 
repulfed.  Cajfel  invejled.  Remarkable  cannonade  at 
Pucker  Muhl.  French  take  Amonebourg.  Cajfel  fur  ren- 
dered to  the  allies.     War  in  Wejlphalia  concluded. 

WHEN  France  had  found  experimentally,  that  the 
prefent  at  lead  was  not  the  favourable  time  for 
drawing  from  her  alliance  all  thofe  advantages  with  which 
fhe  flattered  herfelf,  fhe  inclined  in  good  earned:  to  peace. 
The  fincerity  of  her  procedure  in  the  former  negotiation 
might  be  juflly  queftioned  ;  becaufe  fhe  had  prepared  an  af- 
ter game  in  cafe  of  its  breaking  off.  And  fhe  fo  much  re- 
lied on  it,  that  it  is  very  poilible  the  negotiation  itfelf  was 
but  a  feint  made  to  cover  and  to  prepare  that  project.  But 
finding  that  Great  Britain  was  neither  intimidated  by  the 
threats  of  that  formidable  alliance,  nor  at  all  likely  to  be  re- 
duced by  the  exertion  of  its  forces ;  fhe  came  in  good  ear- 
ner!: into  thefe  pacific  fentiments,  which  formerly  fhe  had 
only  counterfeited.  The  flow  progrefs  of  the  Bourbon  troops 
in  Portugal,  the  retrograde  motion  of  the  French  army  in 

Germany, 
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Germany,  the  taking  of  Martinico  and  its  dependencies, 
and  the  imminent  danger  in  which  they  beheld  the  Havan- 
nah,  all  confpired  to  humble  the  pride,  and  dam  the  hopes 
of  the  Bourbon  alliance. 

On  the  fide  of  Great  Britain  likewife,  the  difpofitions  to 
peace  became  much  more  cordial.  No  people  were  ever 
lefs  intoxicated  with  their  fucceffes.  Victories  were  be- 
come familiar  to  us,  and  made  but  little  imprefTion.  The 
marks  of  public  joy  on  the  moll  confiderable  ccnquefts, 
were  become  much  {lighter  and  colder,  than  were  fhewed 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  upon  very  trivial  advantages. 
Befides  the  nation  had  occafion  for  peace.  Though  her 
trade  had  been  greatly  augmented,  a  circumftance  without 
example  favourable,  and  though  many  of  her  conquefls,  as 
we  have  feen,  were  very  far  from  unlucrative,  her  fupplies 
of  money,  great  as  they  were,  did  not  keep  pace  with  herex- 
pences.  The  fupply  of  men  too,  which  was  neceflary  to 
furnifh.  the  wafte  of  fo  extenfive  a  war,  became  fenfibly  di- 
minifhed,  and  the  troops  were  not  recruited  but  with  fome 
difficulty,  and  at  a  heavy  charge.  It  was  time  to  clofe  the 
war,  when  every  end,  we  could  rationally  propofe  to  our- 
felves  in  carrying  it  on,  was  anfwered  ;  we  had  enough  in 
our  hands  to  anfwer  all  our  demands,  and  almofr,  all  our  ex- 
pectations ;  and  as  it  is  grown  into  a  fort  of  maxim,  that 
nations  greatly  victorious,  mud:  cede  fomething  on  a  peace, 
the  difficulty  on  our  fide  was  only  what,  and  how  much  we 
mould  retain.  Not  that  there  was  a  doubt,  but  whatever 
choice  of  acquifition  could  be  made  upon  any  rational  prin- 
ciples, a  great  deal  would  flill  remain  to  give  the  fulleft  fcope 
to  every  fentiment  of  equity  and  moderation. 

All  thefe  were  fufficient  inducements  to  peace.  But  other 
things  operated  as  caufes.  An  alteration  in  the  fyftem  of 
the  Britifh  miniftry  had  begun  this  war  ;  another  alteration 
put  an  end  to  it. 

The  whole  council  had  been  almofl  unanimous  to  oppofe 
Air.  Pitt,  in  his  fcheme  for  precipitating  the  declaration  of 
war  againfl  Spain.  They  thought  his  principles  too  vio- 
lent, and  they  did  not  perfectly  like  his  perfon.  When  he 
retired  from  public  bufinefs,  it  feemed  as  if  they  breathed 
more  freely,  and  had  got  rid  of  a  burthen  that  opprefled 
them.  But  he  was  not  long  removed,  when  it  appeared 
that  the  remaining  part  of  the  fyftem,  was  framed  upon 
principles  fo  very  difcordant  in  themfelves,  that  it  was  by 
no  means  likely  to  ftand.  The 
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The  duke  of  Newcaftle-,  firfl:  lord  of  the  treafury,  by  his 
early  zeal  in  favour  of  the  protectant  fucceflion,  by  the  libe- 
ral and  politic  ufe  he  had  made  of  a  great  fortune,  by  the  ob- 
ligations which  in  a  courfe  of  many  years,  and  in  a  fuccefli- 
on of  great  employments,  he  was  enabled  to  confer  onfome 
of  the  moft  considerable  people  in  the  kingdom,  had  attach- 
ed a  great  number  to  his  fortunes,  and  formed  an  intereft  in 
the  parliament  and  the  nation,  which  it  was  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  overturn,  or  even  to  make.  He  came  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  the  head  of  the  whigs ;  and  he  was  in  reality  well 
qualified  in  many  refpects  for  the  chief  of  a  party,  from  his 
unbounded  liberality,  from  his  affability,  magnificence,  and 
perfonal  difintereffednefs.  Even  the  defects  and  faults,  which 
might  have  appeared  in  his  character,  were  rather  of  fervice 
to  him,  as  they  often  tended  to  foften  refentments,and  help- 
ed to  give  that  great  power,  of  v/hich  he  was  poffeiTed,  an 
appearance  lefs  formidable. 

During  a  great  part  of  the  late  king's  reign,  his  family 
had  directed  all  things  without  controul.  On  theacceflion 
of  his  prefent  majefty,  his  fituation  feemed  more  doubtful. 
But  in  a  little  time  he  appeared  outwardly  as  well  eilabliihed 
as  ever,  not  only  in  his  former  high  employments,  but  in 
that  fhare  of  influence  which  is  commonly  fuppofed  to  at- 
tend it.  There  was,  however,  very  little  reality  in  this  fpe- 
cious  appearance  ;  for  he  did  not  pofTefs  the  royal  confi- 
dence, upon  which  all  the  eflential  of  power  depends.  Nei- 
ther his  age,  nor  his  fituation  in  the  former  reign,  had  al- 
lowed him  the  opportunity  of  cultivating  an  intereft  with  the 
prefent  king.  Another  noble  perfon  (a)  had  been  in  an  em- 
ployment near  his  perfon  ;  and  having  formed  his  mind  with 
much  attention  and  fuccefs  to  thofe  virtues  which  adorn  hia 
flation,  deferved  and  obtained  a  very  uncommon  fhare  of 
his  confidence. 

This  nobleman  was  firfl:  groom  of  the  ftole  :  afterwards, 
taking  a  more  open  fhare  in  the  conduct  of  affairs,  he  accept- 
ed the  feals  as  fecretary  of  ftate.  On  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  who  preferved  a  fort  of  union  in  the  adminiftration  by 
their  common  dread  of  him,  the  only  competition  was  be- 
tween the  duke  of  Newcaflle  and  lord  Bute.  The  former 
could  not  well  endure  that  decay  of  influence,  which,  on  a 
thoufand  occafions,  he  muff  have  fenfibly  felt,  and  which 

thq. 

(a)  The  Earl  of  Bute. 
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the  great  rank  he  held  muft  have  rendered  only  more  pain- 
ful. Lord  Bute,  on  the  other  hand,  could  not  bear  to  fe° 
the  treafury  board,  which,  under  whatever  limitations,  was 
attended  with  fo  much  power,  in  the  hands  of  his  rival.  It 
is  indeed  a  department,  the  entire  conduct  of  which  is  abso- 
lutely elTential  to  the  perfon  who  has  any  pretenhons  to  be 
at  the  head  of  the  Britim  adminiitration. 

Thefe  principles  foon  produced  their  natural  effect.  In 
a  fhort  time  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  thought  him- 
felf  obliged  to  refign}  and  lord  Bute  became  firil  May  26. 
commiiTioner  of  the  treafury.  This  refignation 
was  followed  by  that  01  others  of  great  confederation  for 
their  rank  and  influence.  No  one  was  furprifed  at  the  ferment 
which enfued  ;  in  which  pcrfonalrefentment,  party  violence, 
and  national,  or  rather  local  prejudices,  were  all  united,  to 
throw  every  thing  into  confufion. 

In  this  condition  of  parties,  a  number  of  thofe  called 
Whigs,  who  had  loft  their  places,  being  highly  irritated  at 
the  late  changes,  and  even  many  of  thofe  who  ftill  continu- 
ed in  employments,  being  fuppofed  attached  to  the  intqreft 
of  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  therefore  net  to  be  depended 
on  by  the  new  adminiitration,  it  became  neceffary  to  have 
recourfe  to  thofe  called  Tories,  or  country  gentlemen. 

From  the  beginning  of  this  reign  it  had  been  profelTed, 
with  the  general  applaufe  of  all  good  men,  to  abolifh  thofe 
odious  party  diftinctions,  and  to  extend  the  royal  favour  and 
protection  equally  to  all  his  majefty's  fubje&s.  The  per- 
sons called  Tories  had,  befides,  been  before  active  in  fup- 
port  of  fome  of  thofe,  who  now  clamoured  at  the  very  mea- 
sures which  they  had  themfelves,  more  than  once,  adopt- 
ed. However,  occasion  was  taken  from  thence  to  endea- 
vour at  the  revival  of  this  almoit  exploded  diifinction.  There 
were  great  heats,  which  were  blown  into  a  corn-bullion  by 
every  art,  and  every  iniTrurnent  of  party,  that  had  ever 
proved  effectual  upon  fimilar  occaficns. 

Whilft  the  nation  was  thus  diftraeted,  the  conduct  of  a 
war  became  difficult ;  its  continuance  unfafe;  and  its  fup- 
plies  uncertain.  If  the  adminiftration  failed,  their  failure 
ivould  be  conftrued  into  incapacity  ;  if  they  fucceedtd,  their 
fuccefs  would  be  converted  into  an  argument  for  fuch  terms 
of  peace,  as  it  would  be  impodible  for  them  to  procure. 
Above  all,  the  antient  and  known  connection  between  the 
chiefs  of  the  moneyed  intereil  ana  the  principal  perfons  in 

the 
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the  oppofition,  mud:  have  been  a  fubject  of  great  anxiety  to 
the  administration. 

Thefe  caufes  co-operated  to  render  the  intentions  of  the 
Britifh  miniftry  towards  peace  altogether  cordial  and  fin- 
cere  ;  and  they  thought  themfelves  abundantly  juftified  in 
their  wiflies  for  it  at  this  juncture,  both  from  the  fuccefles 
and  the  burthens  of  the  nation  ;  from  the  flourifhing  ftate 
of  fome  of  their  allies,  and  the  doubtful  ftate  of  others  ; 
and  in  general,  from  thofe  arguments  of  humanity,  which 
made  it  high  time  that  Europe  fhould  enjoy  fome  interval 
of  repofe. 

Both  courts  thus  concurring  in  the  fame  point,  all  diffi- 
culties were  fpeedily  fmoothed.  It  is  faid,  that  the  firft  over- 
tures were  made  under  the  mediation  of  his  Sardinian  ma- 
jefty.  As  foon  as  terms  were  propofed,  in  order  to  give  a 
pledge  to  each  other  of  their  mutual  fincerity,  it  was  agreed 
that  this  treaty  mould  not  be  negotiated,  as  the  former 
had  been,  by  fubordinate  perfons  ;  but  that  the  two  courts 
fhould  reciprocally  fend  to  London  and  Verfailles  a  perfon 
of  the  firft  confequence  and  distinction  in  either  kingdom. 
Accordingly  the  duke  of  Bedford  was  fent  to  negotiate  on 
the  part  of  England,  and  the  duke  de  Nivernois  on  that  of 
France  ;  the  great  outlines  of  the  treaty  were  very  foon  ex- 
plained and  adjufted.  The  detail  of  fome  articles  took  up 
more  time. 

During  this  mixed  interval  of  war  and  treaty,  the  French 
obtained  a  temporary  advantage ;  but  which  neither  fuf- 
pended  nor  influenced  the  negotiation.  It  was  the  laft  of- 
fenfive  effort,  which  they  made  ;  and  though  this  enter- 
prize  was  attended  with  a  temporary  fuccefs  in  the  execu- 
tion, it  was  in  the  defign  not  fuperior  to  any  of  thofe  that 
had  failed,  Monfieur  de  Ternay,  with  a  fquadron  of  four 
men  of  war  and  a  bomb  ketch,  and  M.  d'  Haufonville,  with 
a  proportionable  number  of  land  forces,  arrived  the  24th  of 
June  at  the  bay  of  Bulls  in  Newfoundland,  and  finding  the 
ifland  little  prepared  to  refill:  them,  took  without  difficulty, 
the  forts  of  St.  John,  Trinity,  and  Carbonear,  deftroyed  the 
two  laft,  and  likewife  the  ftages  and  implements  of  the  fifh- 
ery,  to  a  confiderable  value.  The  immenfe  extent  of  our 
military  operations,  rendered  it  little  wonderful  or  blame- 
able,  that  this  particular  part  was  found  weak. 

The  French  prefumed  by  far  too  much  on  the  fupine- 
nefs  of  the  nation,  when  they  hoped  fuch  an  advantage 

could 


\*]6z.  The  History  of  the  War.  529 

could  have  any  great  effect  on  the  negotiation.  In  fact,  as 
foon  as  the  news  arrived  in  England,  a  force  was  fitted  out* 
to  retake  thoie  places.  But  fuch  was  the  vigilance  and  rea- 
dinefs  of  general  Amherft,  our  commander  in  America, 
that  it  fuperfeded  the  necelTity  of  this  armament.  He  de- 
tached colonel  Amherft  with  a  body  of  forces,  and  Lord 
Colville  with  a  fmall,  but  fufficient  fquadron,  to  recover 
this  valuable  ifland.  The  land  forces  attacked  fome  detach- 
ments of  the  French,  advantageoufly  ported  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  St.  John's,  and  prepared  to  attack  St.  John's 
itfelf,  with  fo  much  vigour  and  activity,  that  M.  d'Haufon- 
ville,  who  had  remained  there  as  governor,  thought  pro- 
per to  deliver  up  that  place,  and  furrendered  him- 
felf  and   garrifon   prifoners  of  war  (a),  before  Sept.  18. 

lord 


(a)  Colonel  Amherft' s  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont,  dated,  St. 
John's,  Newfoundland,  Sept.  20,   1762. 

My  Lord, 

According  to  the  orders  I  received  from  Sir  Jeffery  Amherft 
at  Neiv  York,  of  which  your  Lordfhip  have  been  informed, 
I  proceeded  from  New  York  to  Halifax  with  the  tranfports,  to 
take  up  there  the  troops  deftined  for  the  expedition.  I  got 
into  the  harbour  the  26th  of  Auguft  ;  and  finding  Ld.  Colville 
had  failed,  determined  to  embark  the  troops  there,  and  at  Louif- 
hourg,  as  expeditioufiy  as  poffible,  and  proceed  after  his  Lordfhip. 

The  men  of  war  being  failed,  who  were  to  have  taken  part  of 
the  troops  on  board,  I  was  obliged  to  take  up  fhipping  to  the 
amount  of  400  tons. 

I  had  every  thing  embarked,  ready  to  fail  the  29th,  but  con- 
trary winds  kept  us  in  the  harbour  till  the  ill  of  September,  when 
we  got  out,  and  arrived  at  Louijhourg  on  the  5th.  The  next  day 
the  troops  were  embarked,  and  we  failed  out  of  the  harbour  the 
7th  in  the  morning. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  join  Lord  Col<ville\  fleet  on  the  1  ith, 
a  few  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  St.  John  5  ;  and  by  the  intelli- 
gence his  Lordfhip  had  received,  I  was  obliged  to  change  my  re- 
iolution  of  landing  the  troops  at  Kitty  Vitty,  a  narrow  entrance, 
clofe  to  the  harbour  of  St.  John's,  the  enemy  having  entirely  flop- 
ped up  the  paffage,  by  finking  fhallops  in  the  channel. 

From  the  belt  information  I  could  get,  it  appeared  that  Torbay, 
about  three  leagues  to  the  northward  of  St.  John's,  was  the  place 
to  land  the  troops  at,  within  that  difhict. 

X  x  x  Lord 
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lord  Colville  could  arrive  from  the  place  where  the  troops 
had  been  landed,  to  co-operate  with  them.  M.  de  Ternay 
elcaped  with  the  fleet,  partly  by  having  gained  a  confidera- 

ble 


Lord  Colville  fent  the  Syren  man  of  war  into  Torbay  with  the 
tranfports ;  and  it  was  late  at  night  on  the  12th,  before  they  all 
came  to  an  anchor.  Capt.  Douglas  of  his  Majefty's  (hip  Syren, 
went  with  me  to  view  the  Bay,  and  we  found  a  very  good  Beach 
to  land  on.  It  blew  hard  in  the  night,  and  one  of  the  tranfports, 
with  the  Provincial  Light  Infantry  corps  on  board,  was  driven 
out  to  fea. 

I  landed  the  troops  early  the  next  morning,  at  the  bottom  of 
the  Bay,  from  whence  a  path  led  to  St.  John's  :  a  party  of  the 
enemy  fired  fome  (hots  at  the  boats  as  they  rowed  in.  The  Light 
Infantry  of  the  Regulars  landed  firft,  gave  the  enemy  one  fire, 
and  drove  them  towards  St.  John's.  The  battalions  landed,  and 
we  marched  on.  The  path  for  four  miles  very  narrow,  through 
a  thick  wood,  and  over  very  bad  ground. 

Capt.  MDonnelVs  Light  Infantry  corps  in  front  came  up  with 
fome  of  the  party  we  drove  from  the  Landing  Place  :  They  had 
concealed  themfelves  in  the  wood,  fired  upon  us,  and  wounded 
three  men.  A  part  of  M'Donnell's  corps  ruined  in  upon  them, 
took  three  prifoners,  and  drove  the  reft  off. 

The  country  opened  afterwards,  and  we  marched  to  the  left 
of  Kitty  Vitty  :  It  was  neceffary  to  take  polTeflion  of  this  pafs,  to 
open  a  communication  for  the  landing  of  artillery  and  ftores,  it  be- 
ing impracticable  to  get  them  up  the  way  we  came. 

As  foon  as  our  right  was  clofe  to  Kitty  Vitty  river,  the  enemy 
fired  upon  us  from  a  hill  on  the  oppofite  fide.  I  fent  a  party  up  a 
rock,  which  commanded  the  pafTage  over,  and  under  cover  of 
their  fire,  the  Light  Infantry  companies  of  the  Royal  and  Mont- 
gomery s>  fupported  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  Royal,  palled,  drove 
the  enemy  up  the  hill,  and  purfued  them  on  that  fide  towards  St. 
John's  :  when  I  perceived  a  body  of  the  enemy  coming  to  their 
fupport,  I  immediately  ordered  over  Major  Sutherland,  with 
the  remainder  of  the  firft  battalion,  upon  which  they  thought 
proper  to  retreat;  and  we  had  juft  time,  before  dark,  to  take 
poft. 

Capt.  Mackenzie,  who  commanded  Montgomery's  Light  Infan- 
try, was  dangeroufly  wounded.  We  took  ten  prifoners  j  the  troops 
lay  this  night  on  their  arms. 

The  next  morning,  the  14th,  we  opened  the  channel,  where 
the  enemy  had  funk  the  fhallops:  they  had  a  breaft-work  which 
commanded  the  entrance,  and  a  battery  not  quite  finifhed. 

Lieut. 
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ble  diftance,  before  they  were  difcovered,  by  means  of  a 
thick  fog  ;  and  partly  becaufe  lord  Colville,  after  their  hav- 
ing been  difcovered,  did  not  apprehend  that  they  really 
were  the  enemy's  fhips. 

It 


Lieut.  Col.  Tullikin,  who  had  met  with  an  accident  by  a  fall, 
and  was  left  on  board,  joined  me  this  day  ;  and  Capt.  Fergufon 
commanding  the  artillery,  brought  round  fome  light  artillery  and 
ftores  from  Torbay  in  the  fhallops. 

The  enemy  had  poireilion  of  two  very  high  and  fteep  Kills,  one 
in  the  front  of  our  advanced  polls,  and  the  other  nearer  to  St. 
John's,  which  two  hills  appeared  to  command  the  whole  ground 
from  Kitty  Vitty  to  St.  Johns.  It  was  necefTary  that  we  fhould 
proceed  on  this  fide,  to  fecure  effectually  the  landing  at  the  Kitty 
Fifty,  from  the  firft  hill  the  enemy  fired  upon  our  pods. 

On  the  15th,  juft  before  day-break,  I  ordered  Capt.  McDon- 
nell's corps  of  Light  Infantry,  and  the  Provincial  Light  Infantry* 
fupported  by  our  advanced  pods,  to  march  to  furpriie  the  enemy 
on  this  hill.  Capt.  McDonnell  palled  their  fentries  and  advanced 
guards,  and  was  firft  difcovered  by  their  main  body  on  the  hill, 
as  he  came  climbing  up  the  rocks  near  the  fummit,  which  he 
gained,  receiving  the  enemy's  fire.  He  threw  in  his  fire,  and  tho 
enemy  gave  way. 

Capt.  M'Donnell  was  wounded  ;  Lieut.  Schuyler  of  his  compa- 
ny killed,  with  three  or  four  men,  and  eighteen  wounded. 

The  enemy  had  three  companies  of  grenadiers  and  two  picquets 
at  this  poft,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Belcombe,  fecond  in  com- 
mand, who  was  wounded  ;  a  Captain  of  Grenadiers  wounded 
and  taken  prifoner  ;  his  Lieut,  killed,  feveral  men  killed  and 
wounded,  and   13   taken  prifoners. 

The  enemy  had  one  mortar  here,  with  which  they  threw  fome 
fhells  at  us  in  the  night;  a  fix-pounder  not  mounted,  and  two 
wall  pieces. 

This  hill,  with  one  adjoining,  commands  the  harbour. 

The  1 6th,  we  advanced  to  the  hill  nearer  St.  Johns,  which 
the  enemy  had  quitted.  Twenty-nine  fhallops  came  in  to  day 
with  artillery  and  ftores,  provifion  and  camp  equipage  from  'tor- 
bay,  which  we  unloaded.  I  moved  the  remainder  of  the  troops 
forward,  leaving  a  poft  to  guard  the  pafs  of  Kitty  Vitty,  on  the 
other  fide.  Laft  night  the  enemy's  fleet  got  out  of  the  harbour. 
This  night  we  lay  on  our  arms. 

The  17th,  a  mortar  battery  wascompleated,  and  a  battery  be- 
gun for  four  24-pounders,  and  two  12-pounders,  about  500  yards 

X  x  x  2  from 
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It  was  in  Germany  that  the   greateft  efforts  were  macle* 
Even  after  the  negotiations  had  been  confiderably  advanced, 
the  military  operations  were  in  that  country  no  way  flack- 
en  ed. 


from  the  fort,  made  the  road  from  the  landing  for  the  artillery, 
and  at  night  opened  the  mortar  battery,  with  one  eight  inch  mor- 
tar, and  leven  cohorns,  and  fix  royals.  The  enemy  fired  pretty 
brilkly  from  the  fort,  and  threw  fome  (hells. 

The  1 8th,  in  the  morning,  I  received  a  letter  from  Count  de 
Hauffonville y  of  which  I  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  inclofe  to  your 
Lordfhip  a  copy,  as  alfo  of  my  anfwer  j  with  copies  of  other  let- 
ters that  palled,  and  of  the  capitulation. 

As  Lord  Col<ville,  at  this  time,  was  fome  diftance  off  the  coaft, 
and  the  wind  not  permitting  his  Lordfhip  to  ftand  in,  to  honour 
me  with  his  concurrence  in  the  terms  to  be  given  to  the  garrifon,  I 
thought  no  time  mould  be  loft  in  fo  advanced  a  feafon,  and  there- 
fore took  upon  me  to  determine  it,  hoping  to  meet  with  his  Lord- 
fhip's  approbation  ;  and  he  has  given  me  the  greateft  pleafure,  by 
entirely  approving  of  every  thing  I  have  done. 

I  muft  beg  leave  to  fay,  my  Lord,  that  every  afTiftance  we 
could  poflibly  defire  from  the  fleet,  has  been  given  us.  Lord 
Col'ville  upon  the  ihort  notice  he  had  of  our  joining  him,  having 
laboured  to  get  together  all  the  fhallopshe  could,  and  with  which 
we  were  fo  amply  fupplied,  was  a  meafure  of  effential  fervice; 
*.nd  without  which  our  operations  muft  have  been  confiderably  re- 
tarded. 

The  indefatigable  labour  and  perfevering  ardour  of  the  troops 
I  have  the  honour  to  command,  fo  necefTary  towards  compleating 
the  conqueft,  before  the  bad  feafon  fet  in,  did  indeed  exceed 
what  I  could  have  expected.  Lieut.  Col.  Tullikin  feconded  me  in 
every  thing  as  I  could  wifh. 

Capt.  M' Donnelly  of  Col.  Frazer's  regiment,  having  Sir  Jeffe- 
ry  Anther]? $  leave  to  go  to  England,  was  to  have  delivered  this 
to  your  Lordfhip;  but  his  leg  is  broken  by  the  wound  he  receiv- 
ed ;  which  keeps  him  here.  May  I  humbly  prefume,  my  Lord, 
to  recommend  this  gentleman  to  your  Lordfhip's  protection,  as  a 
real,  brave  and  good  officer. 

Lord  Colnjille  intends  fending  his  Ma  jerry's  fhip  Syren  immedi- 
ately to  England.  I  fend  Capt.  Campbell,  of  the  2 2d  regiment, 
with  thefe  difpatches,  who  w*ll  inform  your  Lordfhip  of  any  par- 
ticulars you  may  defire  to  know. 

I  domyfelf  the  honour  to  tranfmit  to  your  Lordfhip  fuch  returns 

as 
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ened.  The  body  under  the  marlhals  d'Eftrees  and  Soubife, 
being  ftreightened,  in  the  manner  we  have  feen,  by  the  in- 
comparable judgment  of  prince  Ferdinand's  meafures,   had 

been 


as  I  can  polhbly  get  in  time,  to  fliew  the  true  fiate  of  the  French 
troops  and  garrifon  here. 

Iain,  ninth  the  moji  profound  refpecl,  my  Lord, 

Tour  Lord/hip's  moji  bumble,  and  moji  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  AMHERST. 

Capt.  Campbell  has  brought  with  him  the  French  colours  which 
were  hoifted  on  the  fort  of  St.  John's. 

Lord  ColvilWs  Letter  to  Mr.   Clevland,  dated,  St.  Johns,  Ne<w~ 
foundland,  September  20,    1 762. 

SIR, 

I  Had  the  honour  of  fending  you  an  account  of  my  proceedings 
until  the  iSth  of  Auguji,  by  a  vefTel  which  failed  from  Placen- 
tia  for  England  at  that  time  ;  and  on  the  22d  I  failed  with  his 
majefty's  mips  the  Northumberland,  Antelope,  Go/port,  and  Syren, 
and  the  King  George,  belonging  to  the  province  of  Maflachuf eft's 
Bay.  On  the  25th,  we  chafed  a  fchooner  off  St.  Johns  and  took 
her  clofe  to  the  harbour's  mouth.  She  had  been  an  Engli/h  priva- 
teer, taken  by  the  enemy,  had  eight  carriage  guns  mounted,  and 
was  manned  with  thirty  Frenchmen,  commanded  by  an  enfign  de 
Vaiffeau. 

The  enemy  had  fent  away  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Johns,  men,  women,  and  children,  by  giving  them  vefTeis  and 
provihons  to  carry  them  where  they  pleafed  ;  two  of  thefe,  a  (loop 
and  a  fchooner,  we  met  with  on  the  coafl,  and  took  twenty-three 
Jrijhmen  that  were  fingle  men  out  of  them,  to  replace  in  part  the 
marines  of  the  fquadron  that  were  left  in  garrifon  at  PJacentia  and 
the  ifle  of  Boys.  Thefe  Irijhmen  faid,  that  if  I  would  go  into 
the  bay  of  Bulls,  numbers  of  their  countrymen  would  refort  to  me 
and  enter  on  board  the  fquadron  ;  but  during  two  days  which 
I  ftaid  in  that  bay,  not  a  man  joined  me.  The  few  inhabitants 
that  remained  there,  quietly  followed  their  bufinefs  of  filhing;, 
and  'tis  poilible  the  enemy  prevented  any  others  at  St.  John's  from 
coming. 

Mr.  Garland  and  Mr.  Davis,  two  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of 

Harbour 
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been  obliged  to  call  that  under  the  prince  of  Conde  from 
the  Lower  Rhine  to  their  affiffcance.  In  order  to  complete 
their  junction  with  this  corps,    the  grand  army  uncovered 

Caffel, 


Harbour  Grace  and  Carbonera,  mConception  Bay, having  acquaint- 
ed me  that  a  number  of  men  in  their  neighbourhood  were  willing 
to  ferve  in  the  fquadron  during  the  prefent  exigency,  I  fent  the 
armed  fchooner  for  them,  and  ihe  returned  with  fifty  men,  which 
I  have  diftributed  among  the  {hips.  And  the  fame  gentlemen  re- 
prefenting,  that  the  enemy  fometimes  fends  fmall  parties  by  land 
to  Portugal  Cove,  which  have  threatened  to  moleft  them  in  fhal- 
lops  from  that  place,  defired,  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  all  their 
neighbours, that  the  fchooner  might  be  ftationed  mConception  Bayy 
for  their  protection  and  defence,  which  requeft  I  complied  with. 

The  ifland  of  Carbonera,  in  Conception  Bay,  has  had  no  other 
garrifon  for  many  years  but  a  few  old  men  of  the  artillery,  to 
take  care  of  the  guns  and  ordnance  ftores.  Had  fome  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  adjacent  coafi  taken  poll  here,  they  might  eafily 
have  defended  it  againit  any  force,  except  one  narrow  landing 
place,  and  no  fafe  road  in  the  neighbourhood  for  great  fhips  ;  but 
the  enemy  landed  in  boats,  and  deftroyed  the  whole  without  re- 
finance. And  the  ifle  of  Boys,  near  Ferryland,  would  probably 
have  fhared  the  fame  fate,  had  it  not  been  poirefTed  in  due  time 
by  the  Syrens  marines. 

In  frequently  palling  the  harbour's  mouth  of  St.  John's,  we 
could  plainly  fee  that  the  fort,  which  fronts  the  entrance,  was 
fortifyed  ail  round  with  new  works  ;  and  that  a  redoubt,  or  fome- 
thing  like  one,  was  raifed  at  the  little  harbour  of  Kitty  Vitty. 
The  old  battery  at  the  South-fide  of  the  harbour's  mouth  v/as  re- 
paired with  additional  works,  and  a  new  one  erected  on  the  fame 
fide  nearer  the  entrance.  All  thefe  were  to  be  ken  from  the  fea  ; 
and  I  could  not  learn  that  the  enemy  intended  any  thing  more 
than  the  finifhing  thefe  works. 

On  the  8th  of  September  I  received,  by  a  (loop  exprefs  from 
Halifax,  letters  from  Sir  Jeffery  Amber  ft  at  Nenv  York,  acquaint- 
ing me,  that  he  had  come  to  a  refolution  to  fend  a  body  of  troops, 
in  order  to  diflodge  the  enemy  as  foon  as  poffible  from  St.  Johns  ; 
and  that  Lieut.  Col.  Amherjl  was  to  command  thefe  troops.  The 
fame  conveyance  brought  me  letters  from  Col.  Amherfl,  acquaint- 
ing me  with  his  arrival  at  Halifax  on  the  26th  of  Auguft,  his 
departure  from  thence  on  the  ill  of  September,  and  with  his  in- 
tention to  call  at  Louifbourg  for  the  troops  there,  and  then  proceed 
round  Cape  Race,  to  join  me  on  this  coaft.  Upon  receipt  of  thefe 
letters,.  I  fent  the  (loop  which  brought  them  to  lookout  for  Col. 

Amherft 
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CaiTel,  quitted  the  banks  of  the  Fulda,  and  fell  back  to  a 
confiderable  diftance.  The  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick, 
who  had  attended  this  corps  all  along,  thought  at  length  a 

fair 


Amherfi  and  the  tranfports  off  Cape  Race ;  and  in  order  to  join 
them  the  fooner,  to  concert  meafures  for  the  enfuing  operations, 
before  the  enemy  could  have  notice  of  their  arrival,  I  dropped 
down  with  the  fquadron  to  Cape  Broyle ;  but  Mr.  Gilt,  of  St. 
John's,  who  had  been  fent  out  of  the  town  in  a  cartel  fchooner 
two  days  before,  fending  off  advice  from  Ferryland,  that  he  was 
fure  the  enemy  intended  to  fail  in  a  very  little  time,  I  returned 
with  the  fquadron  to  our  ftation  off  St.  John's. 

On  the  1  ith  we  were  joined  by  Col.  Amherfl,  with  the  troop* 
in  ten  tranfport  veffels  ;  and  I  propofed  Torlay  as  the  propereit 
place  to  land  at:  It  is  to  the  northward  of  St.  John's,  about  {even 
miles  by  land,  and  the  roads  pretty  good,  but  the  bay  is  not  reck- 
oned fate  anchorage,  being  open  to  the  eafterly  winds,  which  ufu- 
ally  begin  to  prevail  at  this  feafon.  By  one  of  the  tranfports  from 
New  Tork,  I  received  a  duplicate,  the  original  not  yet  come  to 
hand,  of  their  Lordfhip's  order  of  the  7th  of  June,  directing  me 
to  repair  myfelf,  or  fend  a  fufficient  force  to  enable  Capt.  Graves 
of  the  Antelope,  to  defeat  the  deligns  of  the  fquadron  commanded 
by  M.  de  Ternay. 

On  the  1 2th  we  proceeded  to  Torhay.  I  fent  Capt.  Douglas  in 
the  Syren  to  anchor  with  the  tranfports,  accompanied  by  the  boats 
of  the  fquadron,  and  a  number  of  fhallops,  or  fiihing  boats,  which 
I  had  collected  from  different  parts  for  the  king's  fervice.  With 
the  reft  of  the  ihips  I  returned  to  my  ftation  clofe  to  St.  John's, 
harbour.  Next  morning  Col.  Amherft  landed  with  the  troops  in 
the  head  of  the  bay,  having  only  four  men  wounded  fromadif- 
tant  bum-firing  of  the  enemy.  He  marched  directly  to  Kitty  Vitty% 
and  made  himielf  mafter  of  that  important  poft  in  the  evening, 
without  having  a  man  killed,  and  only  two  or  three  wounded. 
Every  thing  belonging  to  the  army  was  carried  from  Torhay  to 
Kitty  Vitty  in  fhallops,  efcorted  by  boats  from  the  fquadron.  And 
this  fervice  was  conducted  with  diligence  and  care,  by  Mr.  Dug- 
dale,  my  fir  ft  Lieutenant,  Captain  Douglas  having  joined  the 
fquadron  again.  The  enemy's  fleet  was  to  have  failed  the  morn- 
ing I  palled  the  harbour  with  the  tranfports  ;  and  300  men  only 
were  to  be  left  in  St.  John's  for  the  winter  ;  but,  upon  feeing  us, 
they  landed  their  grenadiers  again. 

The  15th  it  blew  ftrong  from  E.  to  E.  S.  E.  with  thick  rainy 
weather.  In  the  evening  the  wind  fluffed  to  the  weftward,  light 
breezes,  and  thick  fog.     At  fix  next  morning,  it  being  calm,  with 

a  great 
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fair  opportunity  had  occurred  of  linking  a  decifive 

Aug.  30.  blow  againit  it.  With  this  aid  he  attacked,  with 
his  ufual  vivacity,  that  part  of  the  French  army* 

which 


a  great  fwell,  we  faw  from  the  mad-head,  but  could  bring  them 
down  no  lower  than  half  way  the  topmaft  fhrouds,  four  fail,  bear- 
ing S.  S.  E.  dillant  (even,  leagues ;  the  mouth  of  St.  John's  har- 
bour at  the  fame  time  bore  VV.  four  leagues.  We  loft  fight  of 
them  about  feven,  though  very  clear  ;  and  fome  time  after,  a 
fmall  breeze  fpringing  up  in  the  S.  W.  quarter,  I  flood  in  towards 
Torhay,  in  order  to  cover  the  fhallops  that  might  be  going  from 
thence  to  Kitty  Vitty. 

In  the  afternoon  I  received  a  note  from  Col.  Amherft,  acquaint- 
ing me  that  the  French  fleet  got  out  laft  night.  Thus,  after  being 
blocked  up  in  St.  'John's  harbour  for  three  weeks  by  a  fquadron  of 
equal  number,  but  fmaller  (hips,  with  fewer  guns  and  men,  did 
M.  Ternay  make  his  efcape  in  the  night  by  a  fhameful  flight.  I 
beg  leave  to  cbferve,  that  not  a  man  in  the  fquadron  imagined 
the  four  fail,  when  we  faw  them,  were  the  enemy  ;  and  the  pi- 
lots were  of  opinion,  that  they  rauft  have  had  the  wind  much 
flronger  than  with  us,  to  overcome  the  wefterly  fwell  in  the  har- 
bour's mouth.  I  fent  the  King  George  round  Cape  Race,  as  far 
as  Trepaffy,  to  bring  me  intelligence  if  the  enemy  fliould  fleer  to- 
wards Placentia  ;  and  I  directed  Capt.  Douglas  of  the  Syren  to  get 
the  tranfports  moved  from  Torbay,  as  a  very  unfafe  road  to  the 
bay  of  Bulls, 

A  bomb  battery  was  opened  againft  the  fort,  in  the  night  of  the 
1  yth,  and  next  day  it  capitulated,  before  any  other  battery  began 
to  play. 

The  fquadron  got  into  the  harbour  ye fterday  morning  ;  and  m 
the  evening  I  received  their  Lordlhips  order  of  the  3d  of  Augufl, 
fent  me  by  Capt.  Pallifer  of  the  Shrenvfbury,  who,  with  the  Su- 
per he,  Bedford,  and  Minerva,  had  juft  arrived  on  the  coaft.  I 
have  directed  Capt.  Pallifer,  with  the  other  (hips,  to  come  into 
the  harbour,  as  foon  as  a  convenient  opportunity  offers  for  fo 
doing. 

We  have  about  eight  hundred  prifoners,  grenadiers,  picquets, 
and  fome  marines,  being  a  very  fine  body  of  men,  and  nearly  equal 
in  number  to  the  regulars  of  our  army.  I  am  now  preparing  tranf- 
ports to  carry  them  to  Breft. 

The  enemy  did  not  intend  to  leave  fo  great  a  part  of  their  fore; 
here  ;  their  grenadiers  were  ready  for  embarking,  but  M.  de  Ter- 
nay feemed  determined  at  all  events  to  grafp  an  opportunity, 
which,  if  once  loft,  might  never  be  regained  -3  therefore,  in  the 

utmoft 
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which  was  ported  at  a  place  called  the  heights  of  Johan- 
nifberg,  near  the  banks  of  the  Wetter.  At  flrft  his  fuccefs 
was  anfwerable  to  his  own   expectations,  and  the  courage 

of 


utmoft  coufufion,  he  left  behind  his  grenadiers,  anchors,  and 
turned  his  boats  adrift  when  they  had  towed  him  out.  The  fog. 
was  fo  thick  that  Lieut.  Col.  Tullikin,  who  was  potted  on  an 
eminence  in  the  narrowed  part  of  the  harbour's  mouth,  could  hear 
their  noife,  but  could  not  difcern  any  of  their  fhips.  The  fog 
even  altered  the  direction  of  the  found,  which  feemed  to  come  from 
another  part  of  the  harbour,  whilit  they  muft  have  been  directly 
under  him. 

There  is  a  confiderable  quantity  of  provifions  and  other  goods  at 
this  place,  collected  and  tumbled  promifcuoufly  into  different 
ftorehoufes  by  the  enemy.  Many  of  the  lrijh  fervants  have  alfo 
been  robbing  and  plundering  their  mafiers.  To  afcertain  proper- 
ty, in  order  to  make  reftitution  as  far  as  can  be,  and  to  reftore  re- 
gularity to  a  country,  fo  long  diffracted  by  being  in  the  enemy's 
pofTeffion,  will  be  the  particular  care  of  governor  Graves,  who, 
in  my  opinion,  is  well  qualified  for  fuch  an  office  ;  and  as  he  will 
flay  here,  he  will  be  able,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  reflore  the  affairs 
of  this  country. 

Capt.  Doug/as  of  the  Syren  has  behaved  with  fpiritand  activity, 
and  exerted  every  talent  of  a  good  officer  during  this  expedition  5 
and  (without  adding  any  more  officers  to  the  corps)  I  am  happy  in 
the  opportunity  of  fending  him  to  wait  on  their  lordfhips. 

the  following  Letters  having  fomething  in  them  very  particular, 
tv  e  Jh  all  f ub join  them  here,  leaving  our  Readers  to  make  fuch  ob- 
fervations  as  may  occur. 

SIR, 
T  Now  being  under  fome  doubt  of  St.  John's  and  Placentia  in 
A  Newfoundland  this  fummer,  as  the  fquadron  from  Brefl  is  fail- 
ed, I  read  in  the  news-papers  whither  can  they  go  but  to  New- 
foundland, and  as  a  loyal  fubject  to  his  majefty,  and  a  great  friend 
to  trade,  in  which  I  have  fuffcred  much  by  being  too  enterprizino- ; 
I  do  therefore  moft  humbly  offer  my  thoughts  for  the  good  of  my 
king  and  country  ;  that  is,  I  really  think  from  ray  heart  that  faid 
Brefl  fquadron  is  gone  to  Newfoundland,  many  of  our  Newfound- 
land fhips  being  taken  the  lall  year.  The  common  enemy  muft 
know  theflender  force  of  our  Newfoundland  convoy  inthofe  parts  ; 
and,  was  a  fmall  fquadron  of  his  majefty's  fhips  to  go  foon  to 
Newfoundland,  and  return  again  after  examining  inta  the  Cafcty 
Y  y  y  of 
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of  his  troops.  He  drove  the  enemy  intirely  from  the  high 
grounds  into  the  plain  ;  but  whilfl  he  purfued  his  advantage, 
the  body  he  attacked  was  reinforced  by  the  main  army. 
The  action,  which  began  fo  favourable  for  the  allies,  ended 
in  a  defeat.  They  loft  above  three  thoufand  men  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prifoners.  The  hereditary  prince,  who  had, 
through  the  whole  action,  made  the  moil:  powerful  efforts, 
and  expofed  himfelf  to  the  greatefl  dangers,  received  a 
wound  from  a  mufket-ball  in  his  hip-bone,  from  which  his 
life  was  a  long  time  doubtful,  and  his  recovery  lingering 
and  tedious.  Whilft  his  life  continued  in  danger,  the  con-. 
cern  was  unufual,  and  common  to  both  armies ;  both  taking 
an  intereft  in  the  prefervation  of  a  prince,  as  much  endear- 
ed by  his  humanity,  as  admired  for  his  valour  and  military 
genius. 

A  victory  of  the  greatefl  importance  could  not  have  more 
fully  difplayed  the  fuperiority  of  prince  Ferdinand's  capaci- 
ty, in  the  conduct  of  a  war,  than  his  meafures  after  this  de- 
feat.    The  French  were  not  fuffered  to  derive  the  fmalleft 

advan- 


of  that  valuable  ifland  and  trade,  may  likely  fave  many  of  his  ma~ 
jelly's  fubje&s  from  ruin,  and  prevent  the  common  enemy  a  foot- 
ing in  the  Newfoundland  fifhery. 

'  You  will  pleafe  to  communicate  thefe  my  thoughts  to  their 
Iordfhips,  which,  I  humbly  think  with  fubmiflion,  is  worthy  at 
this  time  of  their  confideration. 

*  I  have,  by  long  experience,  fome  judgment  in  fea  affairs ;  as 
alfo  a  willingnefs  to  ferve  my  king  and  country,  thefe  will  plead 
an  excufe  in  my  behalf  to  their  Iordfhips  for  this  trouble. 

To  John  Clevland,  Efq;  /  amt  $3c- 

Anfwer.  , 

Admiralty-Office ',  June  \\ib%   ij6z. 

S    I    R, 
4T  Have  received  and  communicated  to  my  lords  commiflionerS 
J[  of  the  admiralty  your  letter  of  the  8th  inftant,  with  refpect 
to  the  apprehenfion  you  are  under,  that  the  Breji  fleet  is  gone  for 
Newfoundland, 

Tour  very  bumble  Servant, 


J.  CLEVLAND. 
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advantage  from  their  victory;  nor  did  the  allies  lofe  a  foot 
of  ground.  The  communication  with  CafTel  was  ftill  at  the 
mercy  of  the  allies.  The  French,  in  their  retreat,  had 
thrown  a  garrifon  of  ten  thoufand  men  into  that  place  ;  and 
the  prince  made  immediate  and  vigorous  preparations  to 
befiege  it. 

When  the  prince  had  adjufted  his  army  to  cover  the 
iiege,  the  French  took  advantage  of  his  movement  for  that 
purpofe,  to  repafs  the  Lahne  near  GiefTen,  and  advanced 
towards  Marpurg.  But  as  they  advanced,  the  prince  drew 
his  army  from  the  fiege,  and  made  fuch  difpofitions  as  ena- 
bled him  to  fall  at  once  upon  their  flank  and  rear, 
drove  them  from  all  their  ports,  and  obliged  them  Sept.  26. 
once  more  to  fly  with  precipitation  behind  the 
Lahne. 

After  this  fuccefsful  affair,  the  body  of  the  army  refumed 
their  preparations  for  the  fiege  of  CafTel,  which  was  now  be- 
come the  grand  object  of  the  campaign  ;  and  the  great  pur- 
pofe  of  the  endeavours  of  both  armies  was,  of  the  one  to 
open  the  communication  with  CafTel,  of  the  other  to  cut 
it  off. 

A  number  of  fkirmifhes  happened  in  thefe  movements. 
The  mofl  remarkable  among  them  was  the  af- 
fair of  Bucker  Muhl,  not  fo  much  for  the  confe-     Sept.  30. 
quences,  which  were  not  extraordinary,   but  for 
the  uncommon  fteadinefs  of  the  two  parties  engaged.     It 
was  a  pofl  of  fome  moment,  the  forcing  of  which  would  fa- 
cilitate to   the   French  the  reduction  of  Amonebourg,  a 
fmall  fortrefs,  but  of  importance,   as  it  commanded  a  pafs 
which  led  into  the  country  which  they  propofed  to  enter. 
This  poft  was  nothing  more  than  a  bridge  over  the  Ohme, 
defended  by  a  flight  redoubt  on  one  fide,  and  by  a  mill  on 
the  other.     The  allies  had  no  cover,  except  the  redoubt ; 
nor  the  French,  except  the  mill.     The  engagement  began 
at  firft  between  two  fmall  bodies,  and  an  artillery  proporti- 
onably  fmall ;   but  as  the  action  warmed,  the  artillery  was 
gradually  augmented,   until  it  amounted  to  about  five  and 
twenty  heavy  cannon  on  each  fide.  The  allies  had  originally 
but  one  hundred  men  in  this  poft  ;    but  before  the  bufinefs 
ended,  feventeen  complete  battalions  were  engaged,  who 
fucceffively  relieved  each  other,  after  each  detachment  had 
made  fixty  difcharges.     The  artillery  fired  at  a  diftance  of 
three  hundred  paces,  and  the  mufquetryat  thirty.   Befides, 
Y  y  y  3  the 
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the  allied  troops,  as  they  paffed  to  and  from  the  redoubt, 
were,  for  a  length  of  four  hundred  paces,  expofed  to  all  the 
enemy's  cannon  loaded  with  grape  mot. 

The  fituation  of  the  French  was  nearly  the  fame.  A 
dreadful  fire  was  fupported  between  thefe  refolute  bodies, 
without  a  moment's  intermifiion,  or  the  lead  flackening  on 
one  fide  or  the  other,  for  near  fifteen  hours,  from  the  dawn 
of  day  to  dark  night.  Neither  fide  gave  way ;  and  this  mod 
bloody  conteft  for  a  mod  trifling  objed  in  the  end  left  the 
allies  in  the  poffeffion  of  their  redoubt,  and  the  French  of 
their  mill.  The  whole  compafs  of  military  hiftory  furnifhes 
no  inftance  of  fo  obflinate  a  difpute.  The  allies  loft  fix  hun- 
dred men  in  killed  and  wounded  ;  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
the  day,  the  dead  bodies  ferved  to  raife  a  parapet  for  the 
redoubt,  in  the  place  of  that  which  had  been  beat  to  pieces 
by  the  cannonade. 

The  French  are  thought  to  have  fuffered  more  in  this 
a&ion  than  the  allies.  However,  though  they  did  not  fuc- 
ceed  in  their  attack  upon  the  bridge,  they  battered  at  the 
fame  time  the  caftle  of  Amonebourg  with  fo  much  fury,  that 
in  a  fhort  time  they  effected  a  breach,  and  obliged  the  gar- 
rifon  to  furrender.  By  this  advantage  they  gained  a  good 
deal  of  ground,  and  even  got  on  the  rear  of  the  allied  army. 
But  with  this  advantage,  confiderable  as  it  was,  they  were 
able  to  do  nothing  decifive  :  they  were  able  neither  to  raife, 
nor  materially  to  difturb  the  fiege  of  CafTel,  which  went  on 
without  interruption  ;  nor  were  they  able  to  throw  the  leaft 
relief  into  this  place,  where  their  garrifon  already  began  to 
fuffer  for  want  of  provifions. 

This  capital  of  an  unfortunate  principality,  which  has  fo 
often  been  taken  and  retaken  during  the  courfe  of  this  war, 
defpairing  of  relief,  at  length  furrendered  to  the 
Nov.  1.  victorious  arms  of  the  allies,  after  a  fiege  of  fif- 
teen days  open  trenches.  The  garrifon  made  an 
honourable  capitulation.  And  now  prince  Ferdinand  might 
confider  himfelf  as  mafter  of  Hefle,  no  place  of  ftrength  in 
that  country  remaining  in  the  enemy's  hands,  except  Zie- 
genhayn.  Advanced  as  the  feafon  was,  the  prince  prepared 
to  lay  fiege  to  that  fortrefs ;  and  as  he  was  now  able  to  draw 
down  his  whole  army  into  that  quarter,  there  was  no  quef- 
tion  but  he  would  have  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  place 

without 
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without  any  difficulty.  But  the  figning  of  the  pre- 
liminaries of  peace,  at   this  time  notified  in  the    Nov.  15. 
two  armies,  put  an  happy  conclufion  to  all  milita- 
ry operations. 

Thefe  preliminaries  had  very  little  to  do  towards  com- 
pleting the  relief  of  our  allies;  except  that  they  fet  the  feal 
on  their  good  fortune,  and  prevented  their  being  expofed 
any  longer  to  the  chances  of  war.  This  campaign,  though 
it  was  not  diltinguifhed  by  any  great  decifive  victory,  was 
not  the  lefs  honourable  to  the  commander  or  the  troops.  A 
connected  feries  of  judicious  and  fpirited  operations  produced 
all  the  effects,  which  could  be  propofed  from  a  fingie  and 
brilliant  flroke.  At  this  period,  the  French,  after  having 
for  fix  years  exerted  almoft  the  whole  undivided  ftrength  of 
their  monarchy  upon  this  fingie  object,  were,  in  the  end, 
very  little  more  advanced  than  they  were  the  day  they  firfr 
fet  their  foot  in  Germany.  The  pofleflion  of  three  or  four 
poor  unimportant  places  was  all  they  had  purchafed  by  ma- 
ny millions  of  treafure  expended,  and  poffibly  near  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  lives  thrown  away. 

The  whole  body  of  the  allies  acquired  great  and  juft  ^lo- 
ry in  this  Avar  ;  but  the  Englifh  had  all  along  the  poll:  of  ho- 
nour, and  obtained  the  higheft  reputation.  As  to  their  com- 
mander, the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  having  begun  his  operati- 
ons almoft  without  an  army,  having  continued  the  war  with 
an  army  always  inferior  in  numbers,  having  experienced 
every  variety  of  fortune,  his  capacity  and  his  firmnefs  carri- 
ed him  with  credit  through  all  ;  and  enabled  him  to  con- 
clude the  war  with  a  triumphant  fuperiority.  He  may  now 
enjoy,  in  the  honourable  repofe  which  his  exploits  have, 
purchafed  for  himfelf  and  his  country,  the  befl  of  rewards, 
the  confeioufnefs  of  public  fervice.  Pofterity  will  confider 
him  as  the  Deliverer  of  Germany. 

The  Englifh  troops,  after  fo  many  fatigues  and  dangers, 
at  length  enjoyed  the  profpect  of  a  fpeedy  return  to  their 
country  ;  but  a  general  damp  was  cafe  fuddenly  on  their 
joy  bv  the  illnefs  of  lord  Granby  ;  who  was  attacked  by  a 
very  dangerous  and  long  continued  fever/^     It  is  impdfli- 

(a)  The  Mnr.quis  of  Granby's  Letter  of  Thanks  to  the  Britifb  Forces 
in  Germany,  dated  Munfter,  Jan.    i,    1763. 

ORD  Granby  hoped  to  have  had  it  in  his  power  to  have 
JL/  feen  and  taken  his  leave  of  the  troops,  before  their  embar- 
kation 
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ble  to  exprefs  the  concern  of  the  whole  army  during  this 
anxious  interval,  or  the  joy  which  enlivened  every  bread 
on  his  recovery.  No  commander  had  ever  been  more  dif- 
tinguiihed  for  an  enterprifing  and  generous  courage ;  and 
none  half  fo  much  for  an  unlimited  benevolence.  The  fick 
and  wounded  foldier,  the  officer  whofe  income  was  unequal 
to  his  rank  or  his  neceflities,  in  him  found  a  never  failing 
and  never  burthenfome  refource.  Whatever  could  be  done 
to  animate  the  foldiery,  to  make  them  chearful  in  the  fer- 
vice,  to  alleviate  the  hardmips  of  war,  was  exerted  beyond 
what  could  be  thought  poilible  in  the  limits  of  a  private  for- 
tune ;  and  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  giver  went  always  be- 
yond the  actual  benefit,  becaufe,  in  his  greater!  liberality* 
it  was  evident  that  he  wifhed  to  do  a  thoufand  times  more. 
By  his  whole  conduct  he  infpired  foreigners  with  a  favoura- 
ble idea  of  the  Englifh  nobility.  His  character  is,  indeed, 
fuch  as  we  are  apt,  in  romantic  ideas,  fondly  to  conceive  of 
our  old  Englifh  barons.     It   is  with  pieafure  we  attempt, 

however 


fcation  for  England  ;  but  a  fevere  illnefs  having  detained  him  at 
Warburg,  and  his  prefent  date  of  health  obliging  him  to  take  an- 
other route,  he  could  not  leave  this  country  without  this  public 
tedimony  of  his  entire  approbation  of  their  conduct  fince  he  has 
had  the  honour  of  commanding  them. 

"  Thefe  fentiments  naturally  call  for  his  utmofl  acknowledg- 
ments ;  he  therefore  returns  his  warmed  thanks  to  the  generals, 
officers,  and  private  men,  compofing  the  whole  Britifh  corps,  for 
the  bravery,  zeal,  difcipline,  and  good  conduct,  he  has  condantly 
experienced  from  every  individual  ;  and  his  moil  particular  and 
perfonal  thanks  are  due  to  them  for  their  ready  obedience,  upon 
all  occafions  to  fuch  orders  as  his  ftation  obliged  him  to  give. 

"  His  bed  endeavours  have  always  been  directed  to  their  good, 
by  every  means  in  his  power  ;  and  he  has  the  fatisfaction  to  think 
he  has  fome  reafon  to  natter  himfelf  of  their  being  convinced,  if 
not  of  the  efficacy,  at  leaft  of  the  iincerity  of  his  intentions,  if  he 
may  judge  by  the  noble  return  their  behaviour  has  made  him  ;  a 
behaviour,  that  while  it  fills  him  with  gratitude,  has  endeared  them 
to  their  King  and  country,  and  has  covered  them  with  glory  and 
honour. 

"  Highly  fenfibleof  their  merit,  he  (hall  continue,  while  he  lives, 
to  look  upon  it  as  much  his  duty,  as  it  will  for  ever  be  his  inclina- 
tions, to  give  them  every  poilible  proof  of  his  affection  and  efteem  ; 
which  he  fhould  be  happy  to  make  as  apparent  as  their  valour  has 
been,  and  will  be  confpicuous  and  exemplary  to  after-ages." 
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however  feebly,  to  do  juftice  to  the  merit  of  thofe  men, 
living  or  dead,  who,  in  this  memorable  war,  have  contri- 
buted to  raife  this  country  to  a  pitch  of  glory,  in  which  it 
has  not  been  exceeded  by  any  other  in  antient  or  modern 
times.  Future  hiftory  will  pay  them  a  reward  more  ade-r 
quate  to  their  merits. 

CHAP.     X. 

Siege  and  furrender  of  Schiveidnitz.  War  transferred  to 
Saxony.  Aujtrians  defeated  at  Freyberg.  Prujpans  ra- 
vage the  Empire.  Preliminaries  of  peace  bet-iueen  Great 
Britain  and  France.  Difputes  concerning  them.  Mr.  Fox 
comes  into  adminijiration.  Preliminaries  approved  by  par- 
liament. Peace  of  Hubertjbourg  betiveen  Aujlria  and 
Prujfa.     Conclufion. 

WHILST  the  courts  of  London  and  Verfailles  were 
making  fo  confiderable  a  progrefs  towards  peace, 
thofe  of  Vienna  and  Berlin  feemed  to  remit  nothing  of  their 
antient  animofitv.  The  king  of  Pruffia,  deprived  of  the  af- 
fiftance,  but  at  the  fame  time  freed  from  the  hoftilities  of 
the  Ruffians,  directed  his  whole  force  and  attention  towards 
the  fingle  object  of  driving  the  Auftriansout  of  Silefia. 

Prince  Henry,  who  commanded  in  Saxony,  contented 
himfelf  with  acting  upon  the  defenfive.  The  king  in  per- 
fon  carried  on  the  fiege  of  Schweidnitz,  almoft  in  the  pre- 
sence of  marfhal  Daun,  who  fcarce  made  any  attempt  to  re- 
lieve it.  But  whatever  deficiency  there  might  have  been 
in  the  fpirit  of  the  grand  army  of  the  Auflrians,  it  was  am- 
ply compenfated  by  the  obftinate  bravery  of  the  garrifon, 
which  refitted  all  the  attacks  of  the  PruiTians  for  near  two 
months  from  the  opening  of  the  trenches.  It  is  faid  that 
the  attack  was  conducted,  and  the  defence  made,  by  two  en- 
gineers, who  had  written  on  the  fubject  of  the  Attack  and 
Defence  of  Places ;  and  they  were  now  practically  engaged 
to  prove  the  fuperiority  of  their  feveral  fyftems. 

However  this  may  be,  Schweidnitz  coil  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia  a  great  deal  of  time,  many  laborious  efforts,  and  a  num- 
ber of  men.  The  brave  garrifon,  to  the  number 
of  eight  thoufand  men,  were  at  length  obliged  to  Oct.  9. 
furrender  prifoners  of  war.  Their  ill  fortune  pur- 
fued  them  every  where.  A  great  part  of  this  body  of  gal- 
lant 


544  ^be  History  of  the  War.  1762. 

lant  prifoners  were  drowned  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oder,  on 
their  paffage  to  their  intended  confinement  at  Konigfberg  : 
only  nine  men  of  the  whole  number  efcaped. 

The  King  of  PruiTia,  now  matter  of  Schweidnitz,  and 
confequentlyof  Sileila,  turned  his  attention  to  Saxony,  where 
he  considerably  reinforced  his  brother's  army,  and  made 
preparations  which  indicated  a  defign  of  laying  fiege  to 
Drefdcn. 

In  Saxony  alfo  the  Auilrians  began  to  exert  themfeives 
with  great  fpirit ;  and  made  fome  progrefs  under  the  gene- 
rals Stolberg  and  Haddick.  They  obtained  confiderable 
advantages,  in  feveral  encounters,  over  the  army  of  prince 
Henry  ;  and  even  pufhed  them  back  to  Freyberg  ;  the  pof- 
feffion  of  which  place  they  prepared  to  difpute  with  the 
Prufiians. 

But  here  fortune,  which  has  feldom  proved  long  conftant 
to  their  arms,  entirely  forfook  them.  The  united 
Oct..  29.  army  of  Imperialiils  and  Auilrians  was  attacked  by 
prince  Henry,  (who  took  advantage  of  the  abfence 
of  general  Haddick,)  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Freyberg,  and 
totally  routed.  Great  numbers  were  (lain.  The  PruiTians 
took  near  fix  thoufand  prifoners,  among  whom  were  about 
two  hundred  and  forty  officers  of  all  ranks,  thirty  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  feveral  flandards.  The  victory  was  complete, 
and,  as  far  as  regarded  the  event  of  the  campaign,  decifive. 

The  Auflrians  attributed  this  defeat  to  the  treachery  of 
one  of  their  fuperior  officers,  who  was  foon  after  taken  in- 
to cullody.  But  whilft  they  were  inquiring  into  the  caufe 
of  their  difailer,  and  preparing  to  punifn  the  author  of  it, 
the  PruiTians  were  pufhing  the  advantages  which  their  vic- 
tory afforded  them  with  all  imaginable  alacrity.  And  this 
they  were  enabled  to  do  with  the  greater!  effect,  by  means 
of  a  partial  ceiTationof  hoftilities,  which  the  Auilrians  were 
fo  imprudent  as  to  conclude  with  the  king  of  PruiTia  for 
Silefia  and  the  electoral  Saxonv  only,  without  forefeeing  the 
danger,  or  providing  for  the  fafety,  either  of  their  own  im- 
mediate dominions,  or  of  thofe  members  of  the  Empire, 
which  were  the  moil  attached  to  their  intereils,  and  which 
were  now  expofed  to  the  attempts  of  a  bold,  rapacious, 
and  exafperated  enemy. 

One  body  of  the  Pruflian  army  broke  into  Bohemia, 
pufhed  on  almoft  to  the  gales  of  Prague,  and  deftroyed  a 
capital  magazine.     Another  fell  upon  the  fame  country  on 

another 
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another  quarter,  and  laid  the  town  of  Egra  almoft  in  afhes, 
by  a  bombardment  and  a  cannonade  of  red  hot  bullets. 
Some  extended  themfelves  all  over  Saxony ;  others  pene- 
trated into  the  furtheft  parts  of  Franconia,  and  even  as 
far  as  Suabia,  ravaging  the  country,  exacting  the  mod  ex- 
orbitant contributions,  and  fpreading  difmay  and  confu- 
fion  upon  every  fide.  The  diet  of  the  Empire  fitting  at 
Ratifbon  did  not  think  themfelves  in  fafety;  but  were  be- 
ginning to  fly  and  preparing  to  remove  their  records. 

The  free  city  of  Nuremberg,  fo  famous  for  the  inge- 
nious induftry,  and  pacific  difpofition  of  its  inhabitants, 
fuffered  the  mod  by  this  invafion ;  having  been  obliged  to 
pay  contribution  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  of  our  money.  It  has  been  fuppofed,  that  in  this 
expedition  the  Pruffians  raifed  a  fum  equal  to  the  annual 
fubfidy,  which  had  formerly  been  paid  by  Great  Britain  to 
their  fovereign.  Many  of  the  Hates  found  themfelves  ob- 
liged to-  fign  a  neutrality,  in  order  to  fave  their  territories 
from  further  ravages. 

And  now  a  great  part  of  the  Empire  being  already  in- 
cluded in  the  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  the  reft,  tied  down  by  this  neutrality,  entirely  dif- 
abled  by  the  late  defeat,  or  exhaufted  by  the  fubfequent  in- 
curfions,  were  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  furnifh  an  army 
under  the  imperial  name  and  authority.  After  the  whole  al- 
liance had  been  thus  gradually  diflblved,  the  affair  was,  at 
length,  left  to  be  decided  as  it  was  begun,  by  the  fingle  arms  of 
Auftria  and  Prufliia ;  fo  that  there  was  great  reafon  to  hope, 
as  the  war  in  Germany  had  fucceeded  immediately  to  the 
rupture  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  the  peace  be- 
tween thefe  powers  would  alio  lead  to  the  fpeady  pacifica- 
tion of  the  Empire. 

The  preliminaries  had  been  figned  by  the  Britifh  and 
French  minifters  at  Fountainbleau,  on  the  third  of  No- 
vember, and  it  is  neceffary  for  the  completion  of  our  defign, 
that  we  mould  here  give  fome  account  of  the  definitive 
treaty  which  was  built  upon  them. 

The  reader  will  recollect,  that,  in  the  negotiation  of 
1  761 ,  it  was  laid  down  as  a  principal  by  the  two  courts,  that 
their  refpective  proportions,  in  cafe  the  treaty  mould  by 
any  accident  be  broken  off,  were  to  be  confidered  as  re- 
tracted or  never  made.  At  that  time  we  remarked,  that 
thefe  proportions  would  probably  have  their  influence,  not- 
Z  z  z  withi 
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withftanding  this  provifion  ;  becaufe,  as  we  then  obferved, 
things  once  fettled  and  agreed  to,  unavoidably  ftamp  their 
own  impreflion  upon  any  future  negotiation  relative  to  the 
fame  fubjecl:.  It  happened  very  nearly,  as  was  then  fore- 
feen ;  for,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  the  negotiation  did  not 
fet  out  upon  any  new  or  peculiar  principle  of  its  own,  but 
feemed  to  affume  as  a  bafis  thofe  points,  which  were  near- 
eft,  to  an  adjuflment  in  the  preceding  treaty  ;  and  to  com- 
mence where  that  tranfa&ion  concluded. 

The  fpirit  of  the  two  negotiations,  fo  far  as  regarded  the 
peculiar  intereft  of  Great  Britain,  feems  to  have  been  per- 
fectly fimilar.  There  was  fcarcely  any  other  difference, 
than  that  Great  Britain,  in  confequence  of  her  fuccefTes 
fince  that  time,  acquired  more  than  fhe  then  demanded  ; 
but  flill  the  general  idea,  on  which  fhe  acquired,  was  near- 
ly or  altogether  the  fame.  But  with  regard  to  fome  of  our 
allies,  the  principle  was  greatly  varied  ;  and  we  imagine 
that  this  change  was  fufficiently  juflified  by  the  alteration, 
which  happened  in  the  affairs  of  Germany,  during  the  in- 
terval between  the  two  treaties.  Thofe  who  conducted  the 
negotiation  in  1 761,  were  fteady  in  rejecting  every  propo- 
rtion, in  which  they  were  not  left  at  liberty  to  aid  the 
king  of  PrufTia,  with  the  whole  force  of  Great  Britain; 
thofe,  who  concluded  the  peace  in  1762,  paidlefs  attention 
to  the  interefts,  though  they  did  not  wholly  neglect  the 
fafety  of  that  monarch.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and 
before  they  had  entered  into  this  negotiation,  they  refufed 
to  renew  that  article  of  the  annual  treaty,  by  which  our 
court  had  engaged  to  conclude  no  peace  without  the  king 
of  PrufTia ;  though  at  the  fame  time  they  declared  themfelves 
willing  to  aflift  him  with  the  ufual  fubfidy.  He  on  his  part  re- 
fufed thefubfidy  unconnected  with  that  article.  Some  cold- 
nefs  grew  between  the  two  courts  from  this  time  forward. 

The  adjuftment  of  affairs  in  the  Empire,  feemed  to  form 
no  material  impediment  to  the  progrefs  of  the  treaty. 
Both  parties  readily  agreed  to  withdraw  themfelves  totally 
from  the  German  war.  They  thought,  and  rightly,  that 
nothing  could  tend  fo  much  to  give  peace  to  their  refpe«5Hve 
allies,  as  mutually  to  withdraw  their  afliftance  from  them  ; 
and  to  flop  that  current  of  Englifh  and  French  money, 
which,  as  long  as  it  ran  into  Germany,would  be  fine  to 
feed  a  perpetual  war  in  that  country. 

Circumflanced  as  affairs  then  were,  this  conduct  on  our 
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fide  was  as  defensible  as  the  conduct  which  we  held  in 
1  761.  At  that  time  the  affairs  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  were 
at  the  loweft  ebb ;  he  was  overpowered  by  the  whole  weight 
of  Auftria,  of  Sweden,  of  the  Empire,  and  of  Ruffia,  as 
determined  as  ever,  in  her  enmity,  and  then  fuccefsful ;  to 
fay  nothing  of  France.  Neither  generofity,  nor  perhaps 
found  policy,  ought  to  have  permitted  us  to  defert  him  in 
that  Situation.  But  when  the  laft  treaty  was  made,  the  con- 
dition of  his  affairs  was  absolutely  reverfed.  He  had  got 
rid  of  the  moil  powerful,  and  one  of  the  moft  implacable 
of  his  enemies.  He  had  concluded  a  peace  with  Sweden. 
The  treaty  itfelf  freed  him  from  all  apprehenfions  of  France. 
He  had  then  none  to  contend  with,  but  a  nominal  army  of 
the  Empire,  and  one  of  Auftria,  which,  though  fomething 
more  than  nominal,  was  wholly  unable  to  oppofe  his  pro- 
grefs.  His  fituation,  from  being  pitiable,  was  become  formi- 
dable. It  was  good  policy  to  prevent  the  ballance  of  Ger- 
many from  being  overturned  to  his  prejudice.  It  would  have 
been  the  worft  in  the  world  to  overturn  it  in  his  favour. 

Thefe  principles  fufficiently  explain  and  juftify  the  dif- 
ferent conduct  of  this  nation,  at  thefe  two  periods,  towards 
the  king  of  Pruffia.  The  demand  of  the  evacuation  of 
Wefel,  Cleves,  and  Gueldres,  which  had  been  made  in 
the  firft  negotiation,  was  then  juftly  excepted  to,  becaufe 
we  refufed  to  put  an  end  to  the  German  war.  In  this  laft 
the  French  agreed  to  it,  and  with  reafon,  becaufe  we  agreed 
in  common  with  them  to  be  neutral  in  the  difputes  of  the 
Empire.  And  on  thefe  principles,  the  peace  of  Germany, 
fo  far  as  it  depended  on  Great  Britain  and  France,  was  re- 
ftored.  The  reft  of  Europe  was  pacified  by  the  Stipulation 
for  the  evacuation  of  Portugal.  This  was,  indeed,  with 
regard  to  the  contracting  courts,  the  primary  objeft. 

What  remained  after  the  concerns  of  the  allies  were 
provided  for,  was  the  adjuftment  of  what  related  to  the  Set- 
tlements and  commerce  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Bourbon 
courts.  The  difficulty,  which  prevented  this  adjuftment 
in  the  preceding  negotiation,  was  the  intervention  of  the 
claims  of  Spain.  The  attempt  of  the  Bourbon  powers  to 
intermix  and  confound  their  affairs  in  the  preceding  nego- 
tiation, had  a  Share  in  making  the  war  more  general ;  on 
this  occafion  it  had  a  contrary  effect.  As  the  whole  was 
negotiated  together,  it  facilitated  the  peace,  by  affording 
eafier  methods  of  adjufting  the  fyftem  of  compenfation,  and 
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furniming  more  largely  to  the  general  fund  of  equivalents. 

The  great  object,  and  the  original  caufe  of  the  war,  had 
been  the  fettlement  of  limits  in  America.  This  was  therefore 
the  firft  obje£t  to  be  attended  to  in  the  treaty.  And  it  muft 
be  obferved,  that  this  point  was  much  more  accurately,  as 
well  as  beneficially,  fettled,  than  it  promifed  to  be  in  the 
negotiation  of  the  foregoing  year.  For  the  French,  not 
having  afcertained  the  bounds  between  their  own  feveral 
pofTeftions  with  greater  exa&nefs,  than  they  had  thofe  be- 
tween their  pofleffions  and  ours,  it  was  not  clear  in  ceding 
Canada,  how  much  they  ceded  to  us.  Difputes  might 
have  arifen,  and  did  indeed  immediately  arife  upon  this 
fubject.  Befides,  the  weftern  limits  of  our  fouthern  conti- 
nental colonies,  were  not  mentioned.  And  thofe  limits 
were  extremely  obfcure  and  fubjecl  to  many  difcufTions. 
Such  difcufTions  contained  in  them  the  feeds  of  a  new  war. 
In  the  laft  treaty  it  was  agreed,  that  a  line  drawn  along  the 
the  middle  of  the  river  MifTifippi,  from  its  fource  to  the  ri- 
ver Iberville,  (a  fmall  but  navigable  branch  of  the  MifTifip- 
pi,)  and  thence  along  the  middle  of  this  river,  and  the  lakes 
of  Maurepas  and  Pontchartrain,  (which  lakes  communicate 
with  both  rivers)  to  the  fea,  mould  be  the  bounds  of  the 
two  nations  in  North  America. 

Nothing  could  be  more  diflinc~r.  than  this  boundary.  It 
gave  us,  in  addition  to  what  was  properly  Canada,  a  very 
large  tract  of  territory,  which  the  French  ufed  to  include 
under  the  name  of  Louifiana  ;  to  which  our  claims  were 
never  clearly  afcertained,  and  much  lefs  eftablifhed  by  any 
pofleflion.  The  French  have  had  for  a  long  time  forts  and 
fettlements  in  that  country ;  whereas  the  Engliih  never  had 
either  the  one  or  the  other ;  and  this  is  a  confideration  of 
no  fmall  moment  in  a  conteft  concerning  rights  in  a  country 
fuch  as  America. 

What  added  alfo  to  the  rounding  of  our  territories,  and 
cutting  off  the  occafions  of  limitary  difputes,  was  the  cef- 
fion  of  Florida  on  the  part  of  Spain.  This  country  indeed 
makes  no  great  figure  in  the  commercial  world  ;  and  cannot 
be  therefore  put  in  competition  with  the  other  conquefls. 
But  from  the  fituation  of  its  haroburs  of  Penfacola  and  Mo- 
bile, it  affords  fome  advantages  in  time  of  peace,  and  very 
confiderable  ones  in  time  of  war;  by  connecting  our  fu- 
ture fettlements  on  the  MifTifippi  with  thofe  upon  the  At- 
lantic ocean,  and  by  enabling  us  greatly  to  diftrefs,  if  not 
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wholly  to  deftroy  the  trade  of  the  Spaniards  in  cafe  of  a 
rupture  with  them.  The  navigation  of  the  Miflifippi  was 
made  common  to  both  nations. 

By  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  fettled  our  northern 
limits,  and  by  this  treaty  which  afcertained  thofe  to  the 
weft,  our  poffefTions  in  America  are  as  well  defined,  as  the 
nature  of  luch  a  country  can  poflibly  admit.  They  com- 
prehend in  their  extent  the  foundation  of  a  vaft  empire; 
they  have  many  advantages  of  foil  and  climate  ;  and  many 
of  intercourfe  and  communication,  by  the  number  of  noble 
lakes  and  navigable  rivers,  with  which  that  part  of  the 
world  abounds.  Thefe  circumftances  afford,  though  a  di- 
ftant,  a  fair  profpecl:  of  commerce  to  Great  Britain,  when 
this  immenfe  country  comes  to  be  fully  peopled,  and  pro- 
perly cultivated.  Some  advantages  alfo  we  derive  from  this 
pofTeflion,  that  are  not  only  confiderable  but  immediate; 
among  the  principal  of  which  mud  be  reckoned,  the  mono- 
poly of  the  furr  and  peltry  trade  of  North  America,  much 
the  greater!:  trade  of  that  kind  in  the  world,  and  which  ia 
now,  we  may  fay,  entirely  in  our  hands.  Befides  the  pof- 
felfion  of  Canada  enlarged  the  fphere  of  our  fifherv,  and 
took  from  the  French  an  opportunity  of  trade,  which  (he 
might  employ  greatly  to  our  detriment. 

Such  are  the  advantages  fairly,  and  without  any  exagge- 
ration, for  which  we  are  indebted  to  this  part  of  the  treaty, 
in  which  the  interefls  of  Great  Britain  were  well  weighed 
and  folidly  provided  for. 

The  next  point  we  fhall  confider,  is  the  arrangement 
made  concerning  the  Newfoundland  fifhery.  This  was  a 
point  of  infinite  importance,  and  a  fubje<5t  of  much  con- 
troverfy.  In  a  commercial  view  it  is  certainly  of  great 
eftimation.  But  it  has  been  confidered  as  even  more  ma- 
terial in  a  political  light.  Every  body  knows  that  thefe  ex- 
tenfive  fifheries  are  the  life  of  many  maritime  places,  which 
would  otherwife  be  of  no  fort  of  value  ;  that  they  are  the 
great  nurferies  of  feamen,  and  confequently  the  great  re- 
fources  of  the  marine.  Scarce  any  object  could  be  of  more 
importance  to  two  nations,  who  contended  for  a  fuperiority 
in  naval  power. 

The  more  clearly  therefore  it  was  the  intereft  of  Great 
Britain,  to  acquire  the  exclufive  exercife  of  this  fifhery,  the 
more  ftrongly  and  evidently  it  became  the  interefr.  of  France 
to  oppofe  themfelves  to  fuch  a  pretenfion.  Not  only  a  large 
part  of  her  foreign    trade  depended  on  this  fifhery,  but  a 
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great  part  of  her  domeftic  fupply.  Befides  every  hope  of 
the  ftrength  and  almoft  of  the  exiftence  of  a  naval  power, 
muft  vanifh  with  the  ceffion  of  this  fifhery. 

The  Englifh  adminiftration  probably  faw,  that  France 
would  rather  run  all  the  hazards  of  war,  than  totally  relin- 
quish this  object.  Since  therefore  they  defpaired  of  driving 
the  French  entirely  from  the  fifhery,  they  endeavoured  as 
much  as  poflible  to  diminifh  its  value  to  them.  In  this  ref- 
pecl:  they  followed  the  plan  of  the  former  negotiation,  ex- 
cept that  fome  improvements  were  added. 

In  the  firft  place,  that  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
was  eftablifhed,  by  which  the  French  were  admitted  to 
fifh,  and  to  dry  their  fifh,  on  the  north-eaft  and  north-weft 
parts  of  Newfoundland,  from  Cape  Bonavifla  to  Point  Biche, 
and  excluded  from  the  reft  of  this  ifland.  They  were  alfo 
permitted  to  fifh  within  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  but 
with  this  limitation,  that  they  mall  not  approach  within 
three  leagues  of  any  of  the  coafts  belonging  to  England. 

This  precaution  was  taken,  not  only  with  a  view  of 
abridging  the  French  fifhery  of  dry  cod,  but  principally  in 
order  to  prevent  their  landing,  and  on  that  pretence  forming 
fettlements  on  thofe  extenfive  defarts,  which  furround  the 
Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence.  Otherwife  this  privilege  might 
become  a  means  of  exciting  new  controverfies  between  the 
two  nations. 

In  compenfation  for  the  cemon  of  the  ifles  of  Cape 
Breton  and  St.  John  to  England,  we  agreed  to  furrender  to 
France  the  fmall  iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  fitu- 
ated  to  the  fouth  of  Newfoundland.  The  ceffion  of  the 
two  former  iflands  was,  unqueftionably,  more  than  an  equi- 
valent for  the  two  latter,  though  the  latter  are  by  no  means 
either  incommodioufly  fituated  or  ill  circumftanced  for  car- 
rying on  the  fifhery.  The  French  ftipulated  to  erect  no 
fortifications  on  thefe  illands,  nor  to  keep  more  than  fifty 
foldiers  to  enforce  the  police.  In  this  inftance  the  plan  of 
the  former  negotiation  was  purfued.  The  ideas  of  a  refi- 
dent  commiflary,  and  the  occafional  vifitation  by  a  fhip  of 
war  were  omitted ;  as  regulations,  which  were  in  truth  more 
humiliating  to  France,  than  in  any  refpecl:  advantageous  to 
our  intereft. 

This  fifhery  was,  as  it  had  been  at  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
divided  between  France  and  England,  but  with  lefs  equali- 
ty on   this  than  on  that  occafion.     The  French  are  not 
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wholly  deprived  of  their  (hare ;  but  this  (hare  is  confider- 
ably  impaired.  Their  lofs  of  Cape  Breton  does  not  appear 
to  be  fully  fupplied  by  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon.  The  con- 
fiderable  and  growing  fifhery,  which  the  French  had  fettled 
at  Gafpe  is  taken  away  without  hope  of  recovery.  On  the 
whole,  we  are  thus  circumftanced  ;  we  have  advantages  in 
this  fifhery,  which  we  may  certainly  improve  to  a  great  fu- 
periority  ;  but  we  have  ftill  a  rival,  which  makes  it  necef- 
fary  to  exert  ourfelves  with  unremitting  induftry  in  order  to 
fecure  it. 

With  regard  to  Spain,  fhe  entirely  defijled  from  the  right 
(he  claimed  of  fifhing  on  thefe  coafts.  A  more  fatisfactory 
exprefllon  could  have  been  wifhed;  if  it  had  been  of  great 
importance,  in  what  terms  a  right  was  renounced,  which 
for  a  long  time  had  never  been  exercifed. 

When  the  affairs  of  the  Weft  Indies  came  to  be  fettled, 
though  they  caufed  great  difference  of  opinion  among  the 
public,  they  do  not  feem  to  have  raifed  any  great  difficulty 
in  the  negotiation.  We  had  here  made  great  conquefts, 
and  here  alfo  we  made  great  conceflions.  We  ceded  the 
Havannah,  with  a  confiderable  part  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba  ; 
the  iflands  of  Martinico  ;  Guadeloupe  ;  Mariegalante ;  De- 
grade ;  and  Santa  Lucia,  '  We  retained  in  our  hands  the 
iflands  of  Tobago,  Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  and  the  Gre- 
nades. To  the  three  former,  of  which,  (as  well  as  to  Santa 
Lucia,  which  we  furrendered)  we  had  an  old  claim.  The 
lafl  only  was  a  new  acquifition ;  and  the  three  others  are  at 
prefent  of  fmall  value. 

Many  cenfured  with  great  vehemence  and  afperity  this 
part  of  the  treaty.  They  infifted  that  in  this  treaty  we  had 
loft  fight  of  that  great  fundamental  principal,  that  France 
is  chiefly,  if  not  folely,  to  be  dreaded  by  us  in  the  light 
of  a  maritime  and  commercial  power.  That  therefore 
we  had,  by  reftoring  to  her  all  her  valuable  Weft  India  if- 
lands, and  by  our  conceflions  in  the  Newfoundland  fifhery, 
left  in  her  hands  the  means  of  recovering  her  prodigious 
lofTes,  and  of  becoming  once  more  formidable  to  us  at  fea. 
That  the  fifhery  trained  up  an  innumerable  multitude  of 
young  feamen ;  and  that  the  Weft  India  trade  employed 
them  when  they  were  trained.  That  France  had  long  fince 
gained  a  decided  fuperiority  over  us  in  this  lucrative  branch 
of  commerce,  and  fupplied  almoft  all  Europe  with  the  rich 
commodities,  which  are  produced  only  in  that  part  of  the 
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world.  By  this  commerce,  faid  they,  fhe  enriched  her 
merchants,  and  augmented  her  finances ;  whilft  from  a 
want  of  fugar  land,  which  has  been  long  known  and  fevere- 
]y  felt  by  England,  we  at  once  loft  the  foreign  trade,  and 
fiiffered  all  the  inconveniencies  of  a  monopoly  at  home. 

That,  at  the  clofe  of  fo  expenfive  a  war,  we  might  very 
reafonably  demand  fomething  towards  our  indemnification, 
as  well  as  towards  our  fecurity.  It  is  evident  faid  they, 
that  our  conquefts  in  North  America,  however,  they  may 
provide  for  the  one,  are  altogether  inadequate  to  the  other 
of  thefe  ends.  The  ftate  of  the  exifting  trade  of  thefe  con- 
quers is  extremely  low ;  the  fpeculations  of  their  future 
are  precarious,  and  the  profpect,  at  the  very  beft,  very  re- 
mote. We  fland  in  need  of  fupplies,  which  will  have  an 
effect,  certain,  fpeedy,  and  confiderable.  The  retaining 
both,  or  even  one  of  the  confiderable  French  iflands,  Mar- 
tinico,  or  Guadeloupe,  will,  and  nothing  elfe  can  effectually 
anfwer  this  triple  purpofe.  The  advantage  is  immediate. 
It  is  a  matter  not  of  conjecture  but  of  account.  The  trade 
with  thefe  conquefts  is  of  the  mod:  lucrative  nature,  and  of 
the  mod:  confiderable  extent ;  the  number  of  mips  employed 
by  it  are  a  great  refource  to  our  maritime  power;  the  mo- 
nopoly at  home  is  corrected,  and  the  foreign  trade  is  reco- 
vered. And,  what  is  of  equal  weight,  all  that  we  gain  on  this 
fyftem,  is  made  fourfold  to  us  by  the  lofs  which  enfues  to 
France.  Bufour  conquefts  in  North  America,  however  ad- 
vantageous they  may  prove  to  us,  in  the  idea  of  fecurity, 
(for  in  that  refpe8;  alone  they  are  of  any  moment)  are  of 
very  little  detriment  to  the  commerce  of  France.  On  the 
Weft  Indian  fcheme  of  acquifition,  our  gain  and  her  lofs  go 
hand  in  hand. 

They  infifted  upon*  the  obvious  connection  of  this  trade, 
with  that  of  our  colonies  in  North  America,  and  with  our 
commerce  to  the  coaft  of  Africa.  The  African  trade,  faid 
they,  will  be  augmented,  by  the  demand  for  Haves.  That 
of  North  America  will  all  center  in  ourfelves.  Whereas  if 
the  iflands  are  all  reftored,  a  great  part  of  the  benefit  of 
the  northern  colony  trade  inuft  redound,  as  it  has  hitherto 
done,  to  thofe  who  were  lately  our  enemies,  and  will  always 
be  our  rivals. 

They  obferved,  that  there  was  nothing  extravagant  or 
overbearing  in  this  demand.  That  though  we  fhould  re- 
tain either  Martinico  or  Guadeloupe,  or  even  both   thefe 
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iflands,  our  conquefts  were  fuch,  that  there  was  flill  abun- 
dant matter  left  to  difplay  our  moderation  in  the  ceflion  of 
the  reft.  To  fay  nothing  of  our  many  conceffions  in  the 
fifhery  ;  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  ;  and  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ; 
from  all  which  great  provinces  of  commerce  the  French 
had  been  entirely  driven  this  war,  and  to  a  confiderable 
fhare  of  which  they  were  reftored  by  the  treaty.  But  if 
further  conceffions  mull  be  made  (for  which  however  they 
faw  no  neceffity)  let  the  prodigious  demand  in  North  Ame- 
rica be  fomewhat  contracted  ;  by  this  method  we  lofe  no- 
thing to  our  commerce ;  and  we  do  not  hazard  our  fecuri- 
ty, as  we  mail  flill  be  infinitely  fuperior  in  ftrength  ;  and 
whenever  a  war  breaks  out,  that  power  will  be  mofl  fecure, 
whofe  refources  are  mod  confiderable. 

Such  are  concifely,  and,  we  flatter  ourfelves,  fairly,  the 
principal  heads  of  argument,  brought  by  the  beft  writers 
upon  this  fide  of  the  queftion  ;  they  were  replied  to  by  the 
beft  writers  on  the  other,  upon  the  following  principals. 

That  the  original  object  of  the  war  was  the  fecurity  of 
our  colonies  upon  the  continent ;  that  the  danger  to  which 
thefe  colonies  were  expofed,  and,  in  confequence  of  that 
danger,  the  immenfe  wafte  of  blood  and  treafure  which  en- 
fued  to  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  calamities,  which 
were,  from  the  fame  fource,  derived  upon  the  four  quart- 
ers of  the  world,  left  no  fort  of  doubt  that  it  was  not  only 
our  beft,  but  our  only  policy,  to  guard  againft  all  poffibili- 
ty  of  the  return  of  fuch  evils.  Experience  has  fhown  us, 
that  while  France  poffeffes  any  fingle  place  in  America, 
from  wThence  fhe  may  moleft  our  fettlements,  they  can  ne- 
ver enjoy  any  repofe,  and  of  courfe  that  we  are  never  fe- 
cure from  being  plunged  again  into  fhofe  calamities,  from 
which  we  have  at  length,  and  with  fo  much  difficulty,  hap- 
pily emerged.  To  remove  France  from  our  neighbourhood 
in  America,  or  to  contract  her  power  within  the  narroweft 
limits  poffible,  is  therefore  the  moft  capital  advantage  we 
can  obtain  ;  and  is  worth  purchafing  by  almoft  any  concef- 
fions. 

They  infilled  that  the  abfolute  fecurity  derived  from  this 
plan,  included  in  itfelf  an  indemnification.  Firft;  by  fav- 
ving  us,  more  effectually  than  any  other  method  could, 
from  the  neceffity  of  another  war,  and  confequently  by 
giving  us  an  opportunity  of  increafing  our  trade,  and  low- 
ering our  debt.  Secondly;  by  permitting  our  colonies  on 
A  a  a  a  the 
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the  continent  to  extend  themfelves  without  danger  or  mo* 
leftation.     They  fhewed   the  great  increafe  of  oppulation 
in  thofe   colonies  within  a  few  years.     They  fhewed  that 
their  trade  with   the  mother  country   had   uniformly  in- 
creased   with    this    population.       That    being   now  freed 
from  the  moleftation  of  enemies,  and   the   emulation   of 
rivals,    unlimited  in    their   pofTefiions,    and   fafe   in    their 
perfons,    our   American    planters     would,    by    the    very 
courfe  of  their  natural  propagation  in  a   very  fliort  time, 
furnifh  out  a  demand  of    our  manufactures,  as  large   as 
all  the  working  hands  of  Great  Britain  could  poflibly  fupply. 
That  there  was  therefore  no  reafon  to  dread  that  want  of 
trade,  which  their  adverfaries  infinuated,  fince  North  Ame- 
rica alone  would  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  our  trade  in  eve- 
ry other  part  of  the  world. 

They  expatiated  on  the  great  variety  of  climates,  which 
that  country  contained,  and  the  vaft  refources  which  would 
thence  arife  to  commerce.     That  the  value  of  our  conquefts 
thereby  ought  not  to  be  efiimated  by  the  prefent  produce, 
but  by  their  probable  increafe.     Neither  ought  the  value 
of  any  country  to  be  folely  tried  on  its  commercial  advanta- 
ges ;  that  extent  of  territory  and  a  number  of  fubjects,  are 
matters  of  as  much  confideration  to  a  ftate  attentive  to  the 
fources  of  real  grandeur,  as  the  mere  advantages  of  traffic ; 
that  fuch  ideas  are  rather  fuitable  to  a  limited  and  petty 
commonwealth,  like  Holland,  than  to   a  great,  powerful 
and  warlike  nation.     That  on  thefe  principles,  having  made 
very  large  demands  in  North  America,  it  was  neceflary  to 
relax  in  other  parts.     That  France  would  never  be  brought 
to  any  confiderable  ceffion  in   the  Weft  Indies ;  but  that 
her  power  and  increafe  there  could  never  become  formida- 
ble, becaufe  the  exiftence  of  her  fettlements  depended  up- 
on ours  in  North  America,  me  not  being  any  longer  left  a 
place  from  whence  they  can  be  fupplied  with   provifions; 
that  in  lofing  fomething  of  the  fugar  trade,  we  loft  very  lit- 
tle elfethan  a  luxury  ;  as  to  the  other  produce  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  it  might  be  in  a  great  meafure,  and  in  part  already 
was  fupplied  by  our  pofleffions  on  the  continent,  which  dai- 
ly increafed  not  only  in  the  quantity  but  in  the  kind  of  its 
produce. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  pafs  any  judgment  on  the  merits 
of  the  feveral  fides  of  this  queftion,  which  is  certainly  a  ve- 
ry difficult  one.  We  relate  opinions,  as  well  as  fa&s,  hif- 
tprically.  The 
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The  only  point,  which  remained  to  be  adj  lifted  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  was  the  logwood  trade.  Spain  confented  not 
to  difturb  the  Englifh  in  their  occupation  of  cutting  log- 
wood in  the  bay  of"  Honduras,  and  to  permit  them  to  occu-t 
py  fuch  buildings  as  may  be  neceiTary  for  them  in  this  occu- 
pation. Great  Britain,  on  her  fide,  flipulated  to  deftroy 
the  fortifications  which  had  been  erected  on  that  bay  *. 

By  this  article  the  Englifh  acquired  a  folid  right  in  this 
long  contefted  trade ;  but  feemed,  at  the  fame  time,  to  lofe 
all  the  means  of  protecting  it.  It  is,  however,  difficult  to 
point  out  a  better  method  of  adjufting  a  claim  of  fuch  a  pe- 
culiar nature.  The  right  we  claimed  was  not  a  right  to  the 
territory,  nor  directly  to  the  produce;  but  only  a  privilege 
of  cutting  and  taking  away  this  wood  by  indulgence.  To 
have  infifted  on  the  right  of'  erecting  fortifications,  would 
have  been  making  the  ftrongeft  claim  to  an  abfolute,  direct 
and  exclufive  dominion  over  the  territory  itfelf ;  a  point,,  to 
which  I  do  not  find  that  our  mofl  extenfive  claims  have 
ever  been  carried. 

Ifi  Africa,  Goree  was  reftored  to  France,  and  Senegal 
remained  to  Great  Britain  f.  This  regulation  feems  to 
have  divided  the  trade  on  this  river,  and  the  adjacent  coaft, 
between  the  two  nations.  The  Englifh,  as  they  are  now 
circumftanced  on  that  part,  feem  to  be  the  moft  advanta- 
geoufly  fituated  for  the  trade  in  time  of  peace;  and  the 
French  for  carrying  away  the  whole  of  it  in  time  of  war. 

With  regard  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  all  the  French  factories 
and  fettlements  are  reflored  to  that  nation  in  every  part 
of  India  %  :  Although  this  muft  be  regarded  as  a  very 
great  concefTion,  it  does  not  however  afford  all  thofe 
advantages  to  France,  which  might  be  imagined  at  the 
firft  view.  Firft,  becaufe  the  fortifications  erected  at 
fuch  a  vaft  expence  in  all  thofe  fettlements  have  been 
totally  deflroyed  ;  and  it  cannot  be  expected,  in  the  pre- 
fent  fituation  of  the  French  company,  that  they  can,  in 
the  courfe  of  many  years,  if  at  all,  be  reftored  to  their 
former  ftate,  in  Bengal,  (including,  by  an  explanation  an- 
nexed to  the  definitive  treaty,  the  kingdom  of  Orixa,)  they 
have  engaged  to  erect  no  kind  of  fortification,,  nor  to  keep 
any  number  of  foldiers  whatfoever.  Secondly,  they  have 
agreed  to  acknowledge  the  prefent  reigning  fubas  of  Ben- 
gal, Decan,  and  the  Carnatick,  as  the  lawful  fovereigns  of 
A  a  a  a  2  thefe 
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thefe  countries.  Thefe  princes  are  the  greatefl  on  the  pen- 
infula  of  India  :  they  are  in  our  intereft,  and  moft  of  them 
owe  either  the  acquifition,  or  depend  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  power  upon  our  arms  ;  by  which  means  our  com- 
pany is  become,  in  effect,  arbiter  of  the  commerce  and  po- 
litics of  that  great  and  opulent  coaft,  extending  from  the 
Ganges  to  Cape  Comorin  ;  and  in  a  great  degree  alfo  of 
the  other,  from  the  fame  cape  to  the  mouth  of  the  Indus, 
Thirdly,  during  the  courfe  of  our  fuccefTes,  the  traders 
and  the  manufacturers  have  removed  from  the  French  to 
our  fettlements,  where  they  will  have  at  leaft  an  equal 
market,  and  a  fuperior  protection  ;  and  it  will  be  difficult, 
if  not  impoflible,  to  bring  them  back. 

Minorca  and  Belleifle  were  to  be  reflored  to  their  former 
pofieflbrs  11.  The  fortifications  and  harbour  of  Dunkirk 
Were  to  be  demolifhed  agreeable  to  theftipulations  of  former 
treaties  §. 

This  is  the  general  outline  of  the  late  treaty.  The  par- 
ticulars given  here  will  ferve  to  point  out  the  fpirit  and  the 
general  effeflfc  of  that  tranfaction,  which  has  been  the  fub- 
ject  of  fo  much  heat  and  controverfy  ;  and  which  nothing 
but  adulation  will  affert  to  be  free  from  defed,  nor  any- 
thing but  faction  can  deny  to  be  productive  of  many  very 
great  and  effential  advantages  to  this  kingdom. 

This  treaty,  while  it  remained  in  agitation,  formed  a 
o-reat  crifis,  not  only  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  but  in  the 
fortune  of  the  new  miniftry.  Towards  the  latter  end  of 
thefummer,  Mr.  Fox  was  called  in,  and  engaged  in  their 
fupport.  Though  he  continued  in  his  old  place  of  paymas- 
ter, he  undertook  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  government  in 
the  houfe  of  commons.  Mr.  Grenville,  whofe  employ- 
ment would  naturally  have  engaged  him  in  that  talk,  re- 
figned  the  feals  of  fecretary  of  State,  and  was  appointed 
firfllord  of  the  admiralty.  The  great  experience  and  known 
parliamentary  abilities  of  Mr.  Fox,  feemcd  to  give  new 
life  to  the  affairs  of  the  adminiflration.  A  more  vigorous 
and  determined  conduct  was  from  that  time  adopted.  Ma- 
ny of  thofe,  who  were  not  perfectly  attached  to  the  new 
fyftem,  were  immediately  removed  from  their  employ- 
ments ;  and  meafures  were  taken  to  clear  every  department 
of  every  friend  of  the  Duke  of  Newcaflle. 

The  fpirit  of  thefe  proceedings  feemed  to  augment  that 

of 
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of  the  oppofition.  It  was  apprehended,  that  the  prelimina- 
ries would  undergo  a  rigorous  fcrutiny,  and  might  poflibly 
incur  a  heavy  cenfure  from  parliament.  The  terms  of  peace 
were  criticifed  without  mercy.  They  were  declared  to  be 
inglorious,  inadequate,  and  infecure ;  unequal  to  the  great 
fuccefTes  of  the  war,  and  below  the  juft  expectations  of  the 
nation ;  that  our  commerce  was  neglected,  and  our  allies 
abandoned.  Public  expectation  was  however  entirely  dif- 
appointed.  The  preliminaries  were  approved,  without  any 
qualification,  by  both  houfes ;  by  the  lords  with- 
out a  divifion  ;  by  the  commons  with  a  very  dif-  Dec.  9. 
proportioned  majority. 

Many  caufes  concurred  to  produce  this  moderate  difpofi- 
tion.  Firft,  a  very  great  number,  which  included  almofr. 
all  the  Tories,  were  engaged  in  the  fupport  of  the  adminis- 
tration. The  then  chiefs  of  the  oppofition  were  not  well 
agreed  among  themfelves.  Mr.  Pitt  who  was  confidered  as 
a  party  in  himfelf,  had  not  joined  with  the  duke  of  Newcas- 
tle, nor  feemed  difpofed  to  act  with  any  particular  body. 
The  fame  general  plan  of  peace,  which  many  now  in  the 
oppofition  had  formerly  approved,  had  been  adopted  in  thefe 
preliminaries,  and  evidently  improved.  It  is  true,  it  had 
been  objected,  that  our  additional  fuccefTes,  fince  that  time, 
gave  us  ground  to  expect  better  terms ;  but  it  was  anfwer- 
ed,  that  our  national  burthens,  and  the  extent  of  the  war, 
had  increafed  in,  at  leaft,  an  equal  proportion;  and  that 
peace  was  become  neceflary  to  the  nation. 

Thefe  arguments,  whatever  weight  they  might  have  in 
themfelves,  were  ftrong  again  ft  thefe,  upon  whom  they 
were  rather  retorted,  than  for  the  firft  time  levelled,  being 
altogether  agreeable  to  the  fyftem  which  many  now  in  op- 
pofition had  always  purfued,  and  to  the  fentiments  many  of 
them  had  publicly  avowed,  and  perhaps  ftill  fecretly  re- 
tained. On  the  whole,  it  was  evident,  that,  when  the 
queftion  came  on,  the  difcontented  party  was  found  not  ve- 
ry well  united,  and  abfolutely  unprovided  of  any  regular 
fchemc  of  oppofition.  However,  though  bafBed  on  this 
occafion,  it  has  fince  begun  to  revive  and  to  unite ;  and 
though  peace  is  happily  reftored  with  foreign  powers,  our 
domefKc  quiet  is  frill  far  from  being  fecurely  eftablimed. 

With  regard  to  the  powers  in  Germany,  the  peace  be- 
tween England  and  France,  and  the  fuperiority  of  the  king 
of  Pruflia  at  the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  infpired,  at  length, 

though 
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though  unwillingly,  a  difpofition  to  peace.  Conferences 
were  opened  at  Hubertfburg,  and  a  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween his  Pruflian  majefly  and  the  emprefs  queen.  As  af- 
fairs in  this  treaty  were  fpeedily  adjufled,  fo  they  may  be 
very  concifely  related.  The  fubflance  of  it  was  no  more 
than  that  a  mutual  reflitution  and  oblivion  mould  take 
place,  and  each  party  fit  down  at  the  end  of  the  war  in  the 
fame  fituation  in  which  they  began  it.  Thus  the  king  of 
Pruflia,  after  having  for  fix  years  contended  againfl  the  ef- 
forts of  almofl  all  the  great  powers  of  Europe,  by  whofe 
enmity  he  could  be  affected,  having  flood  proof  againfl  the 
mod  terrible  blows  of  fortune,  enjoys  at  length  the  full  re- 
ward of  his  uncommon  magnanimity.  He  retains  his  do- 
minions in  their  utmoft  extent;  and  having  delivered  his 
country,  by  his  incomparable  talents  for  war,  he  now  en- 
joys leifure  to  recover  it  by  his  nolefs  admirable  talents  for 
government.  Scarcely  was  the  war  concluded,  when  he 
began  to  difplay  his  attention  to  domeflic  policy,  and  his 
care  for  the  happinefs  of  his  people.  He  immediately  dis- 
tributed lands  to  his  difbanded  foldiery ;  and  gave  them  the 
horfes  of  his  artillery  to  aid  them  in  their  cultivation. 

Europe  is  now  pacified;  and  fhe  begins  to  refpire,  after 
a  more  general  and  a  more  bloody  war  than  any  the  world 
had  experienced  flnce  that  which  was  concluded  by  the 
peace  of  Weflphalia.  As  far  as  it  is  fafe  to  judge  concern- 
ing a  fyflem  which  is  fubjecl:  to  fo  great  and  unforefeen  va- 
riations, and  fometimes  from  very  flight  caufes,  this  peace 
promifes  a  confiderable  duration.  The  king  of  PrufTia  will 
hardly  again  commit  his  affairs,  fo  miraculoufly  retrieved 
to  the  chances  of  war.  He  fees  how  dearly  he  has  a  fecond 
time  purchafed  his  conquefl  of  Silefia,  and  he  will  hardly 
aim  at  new  acquifitions.  The  emprefs,  fince  fhe  failed  to 
reduce  Silefia,  or  even  to  recover  the  fmallefl  particle  of 
her  loffes,  with  fuch  an  exertion  of  her  own  flrength,  and 
with  fuch  an  alliance  as  never  was  feen  united  before,  and 
with  which  fhe  can  never  flatter  herfelf  again,  mull  be  con- 
vinced how  vain  it  is  to  attempt  any  change  in  the  prefent 
fyflem  of  Germany. 

Whilfl  Ruflia  remained  circumflanced  as  fhe  feems  to  be 
at  prefent,  there  is  a  very  good  profped  for  the  tranquillity 
of  the  North. 

France  has  turned  her  thoughts  to  a  much  wanted  ceco- 
nomy,  and  the   re-eflablifhment  of  her  marine.     She  has 

reduced 
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reduced  her  land  forces  by  above  one  half.  England,  with- 
out leflfening  the  ordinary  eftablifhment  of  her  navy,  has 
augmented  her  military,  in  confequence  of  the  extent  of 
her  conquefts.  Both  nations  feem  fenfible  of  the  neceflity 
of  being  prepared,  and  yet  quiet.  The  Bourbon  courts 
are  united,  but  weakened.  The  mutual  jealoufy  of  the 
nations,  which  have  been  lately  at  war,  continues  ;  but 
their  fubje&s  of  difpute,  and  occafions  of  animofity,  are 
jnuch  leffened.  This  is  as  good  a  fituation  as  could  rea- 
fonably  be  expected. 

We  have  thus  accomplifhed  our  defign  of  laying  before 
the  public  a  connected  narrative  of  the  events  of  the 
late  mod  remarkable  war,  which  we  have  purfued  from 
its  commencement  to  its  conclufion.  We  have  omitted  no 
care  to  make  it  as  perfect  as  the  nature  of  fuch  an  under- 
taking would  permit ;  and  we  flatter  ourfelves,  that  it  will 
be  thought  as  impartial,  and  fatisfac-tory,  as  any  work  of  the 
kind  extant. 
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